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Making Waves 
1-15 April 2026 

MARITIME SECURITY 

HOUTHI THREAT TO RED SEA SHIPPING RISKS GLOBAL ENERGY 

SUPPLY, MAY TRIGGER MULTINATIONAL NAVAL RESPONSE 

Houthis threats to close the Bab el-Mandeb if Gulf states support US–Israeli operations against Iran risk 

compounding the crisis in the Strait of Hormuz. Since 2023, Houthi attacks have disrupted Red Sea 

shipping, forcing major rerouting around Africa and raising transit costs. With Bab el-Mandeb carrying 

significant oil and LNG flows, a dual chokepoint disruption could severely tighten global energy markets. 

Existing missions such as Operation Prosperity Guardian have had tactical success, but broader coalition 

coordination may be required to restore confidence and secure trade routes.                                       

Source: Here, 02 April 2026 

 

ANXIETY AT SEA: 20,000 SEAFARERS STRANDED IN GULF AS WAR HITS 

HORMUZ ROUTE, FIRST SINCE WORLD WAR II 

Approximately 20,000 seafarers remain stranded aboard nearly 3,000 vessels in the Persian Gulf amid 

mutual blockades linked to the US–Iran conflict, creating one of the gravest maritime crew crises since the 

Second World War. The International Maritime Organisation has reported severe psychological stress, 

with sailors citing anxiety, trauma, and suicidal thoughts as drones and missiles continue overhead. War-

risk insurance withdrawals, vessel attacks, mines, and selective transit controls through the Strait of 

Hormuz have halted crew rotations and safe departures, underscoring an urgent humanitarian need for 

evacuation corridors and restored navigation safety.                                                                             

Source: Here, 03 April 2026 

 

IRANIAN STRAIT OF HORMUZ SELECTIVE BLOCKADE PERSISTS AMID 

TANKER ATTACKS APRIL 1-4 2026 

Iran’s conflict with the United States has brought shipping in the Strait of Hormuz close to a standstill in 

April 2026, with most tanker traffic halted despite limited “non-hostile” transits. US naval forces are 

reportedly interdicting Iranian-bound exports, while Tehran has responded with mines, drone strikes, and 

tightly controlled passage corridors via Larak Island for select partners, including India and China. With 

over 150 tankers stranded and oil prices elevated, the dual blockade underscores mounting risks to 

maritime law, energy security, and global supply chains absent urgent diplomatic resolution.                 

Source: Here, 05 April 2026 

 

LOWEST FIRST-QUARTER MARITIME PIRACY AND ARMED ROBBERY 

FIGURES SINCE 1991, BUT VIGILANCE REMAINS ESSENTIAL 

Global maritime piracy and armed robbery incidents fell to their lowest first-quarter level since 1991, with 

only 16 cases reported between January and March 2026, down sharply from 45 in Q1 2025 and 33 in Q1 

2024. The incidents comprised 14 successful boardings, one hijacking, and one attempted attack, with bulk 

carriers accounting for half of targeted vessels. Cases were concentrated in traditional hotspots such as the 

Horn of Africa, while no major surge occurred in the Gulf of Guinea or Southeast Asia. The decline 

reflects sustained naval patrols, industry vigilance, and Best Management Practices despite wider regional 

maritime instability. 

Source: Here, 08 April 2026 

https://www.globaltrademag.com/houthi-threat-to-red-sea-shipping-risks-global-energy-supply-may-trigger-multinational-naval-response/
https://indianexpress.com/article/world/west-asia-war-20000-seafarers-stranded-strait-of-hormuz-persian-gulf-imo-10617195/
https://www.maritimenews.com/iran-conflict-maritime-disruptions/iran-strait-hormuz-blockade-tanker-attacks-2026
https://icc-ccs.org/lowest-first-quarter-maritime-piracy-and-armed-robbery-figures-since-1991-but-vigilance-remains-essential/


3 
 

US FORCES START MINE CLEARANCE MISSION IN STRAIT OF HORMUZ 

United States Central Command launched a mine-clearance mission in the Strait of Hormuz on 11 April 

2026 using guided-missile destroyers USS Frank E. Peterson and USS Michael Murphy. Commander 

Admiral Brad Cooper said forces were “setting conditions” to reopen safe commercial passage after 

Iranian mine deployments disrupted a corridor carrying nearly 20 per cent of global oil flows. Underwater 

drones are expected to join follow-on operations. The mission signals a shift towards active maritime 

restoration, though clearance remains complex amid drone-boat threats, stranded shipping, and continued 

regional tensions.     

Source: Here, 11 April 2026 

 

AFTER ISLAMABAD COLLAPSE, TRUMP'S HORMUZ BLOCKADE MOVE 

PUTS IRAN CRISIS IN NEXT PHASE 
Peace talks in Islamabad between the United States and Iran collapsed after more than 20 hours of 

negotiations on 12 April 2026, with disagreements reportedly centred on nuclear restrictions and 

reopening the Strait of Hormuz. Following the breakdown, President Donald Trump announced a US 

naval blockade targeting Iranian ports and shipping, marking a sharp escalation from diplomacy to 

maritime-economic coercion. The failure highlights Pakistan’s limited mediation leverage and raises risks 

of retaliation against commercial shipping, Gulf infrastructure, and already fragile global energy markets. 

Source: Here, 13 April 2026 

 

BALOCH LIBERATION ARMY CLAIMS FIRST MARITIME STRIKE, 

ANNOUNCES NAVAL WING FORMATION IN GWADAR 

The Baloch Liberation Army has claimed its first maritime strike near Gwadar, signalling a major tactical 

shift from land insurgency to sea-based operations. The group announced the formation of its naval wing, 

the “Hammal Maritime Defence Force,” presenting it as a proto-maritime arm to challenge state control 

over coastal waters. This development expands insurgent reach into the Arabian Sea, threatening maritime 

security around strategic assets such as Gwadar Port and China-Pakistan Economic Corridor-linked 

infrastructure, while adding fresh instability to an already contested Indo-Pacific maritime environment. 

Source: Here, 14 April 2026M 

ARITIME FORCES 

MARITIME FORCES 

INS TARAGIRI JOINS NAVY FLEET: INDIA’S STEALTH WARSHIP BUILT 

FOR MULTI-DOMAIN THREATS 

INS Taragiri (F41), the fourth Nilgiri-class stealth frigate under Project 17A, was commissioned on 3 April 

2026 at Visakhapatnam in the presence of Defence Minister Rajnath Singh. Built by Mazagon Dock 

Shipbuilders Limited and designed by the Warship Design Bureau, the 6,670-tonne vessel features reduced 

radar cross-section, CODOG propulsion, BrahMos supersonic cruise missiles, and an Integrated Platform 

Management System for multi-domain operations. Admiral Dinesh K Tripathi linked the commissioning 

to the increasingly complex IOR environment shaped by dynamic geopolitics, emerging technologies, and 

non-traditional threats. India plans to commission a vessel every six weeks in 2026—the peak year for 

naval expansion, with 19 warships scheduled for induction. 

Source: Here, 03 April 2026 

 

https://www.centcom.mil/MEDIA/PRESS-RELEASES/Press-Release-View/Article/4457220/us-forces-start-mine-clearance-mission-in-strait-of-hormuz/
https://www.firstpost.com/world/after-islamabad-collapse-trumps-hormuz-blockade-move-puts-iran-crisis-in-next-phase-13999620.html
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/world/baloch-liberation-army-claims-first-maritime-strike-announces-naval-wing-formation-in-gwadar/
https://www.msn.com/en-in/news/India/ins-taragiri-joins-navy-fleet-india-s-stealth-warship-built-for-multi-domain-threats/ar-AA204wfV?ocid=BingNewsSerp
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INS SUNAYNA ARRIVES IN MALDIVES TO BOOST INDIA'S 

NEIGHBOURHOOD FIRST POLICY 

INS Sunayna arrived at Malé on 6 April 2026 as the first port call of its IOS Sagar deployment, carrying 39 

international personnel from 16 partner nations, including members of the Maldives National Defence 

Force. Prior joint activities with the Maldives Coast Guard covered seamanship, small-arms firing, damage 

control, and tactical manoeuvres, enhancing interoperability. The visit reflects India’s Neighbourhood 

First and MAHASAGAR approach, reinforcing its role as a preferred maritime security partner in the 

Indian Ocean Region through training, presence, and cooperative capacity-building amid wider regional 

uncertainty.                                                                                                                                            

Source: Here, 06 April 2026 

 

INDIAN NAVY PROBING FEASIBILITY OF DRONES FOR RELOADING 

VLS AT SEA 

Indian Navy has issued a problem statement under the Defence India Startup Challenge 14 seeking multi-

rotor drone solutions for at-sea reloading of Vertical Launch System cells with surface-to-air missiles 

under the “REARM-D” concept. The initiative aims to address rapid missile expenditure during drone 

and missile swarm attacks by avoiding time-consuming harbour reload cycles. Proposed UAVs would 

require heavy-lift capacity, extended endurance, precision hover, and stabilised winch transfer of missile 

canisters to warships. The concept would enhance endurance for platforms such as INS Taragiri, 

strengthening sustained air-defence operations, convoy escort missions, and blue-water deployments 

without reliance on shore-based resupply. 

Source: Here, 07 April 2026 

 

FIRST EDITION OF NAVAL COMMANDERS’ CONFERENCE-2026 

COMMENCES AT NAUSENA BHAWAN, NEW DELHI 

The Indian Navy's first biannual Commanders' Conference of 2026, scheduled from 14–16 April at 

Nausena Bhawan, New Delhi, convened senior naval leadership to review the Navy's operational posture 

amid the West Asia crisis. Chief of Defence Staff General Anil Chauhan and Union Home Secretary 

Govind Mohan addressed the gathering. Key agenda items included deliberation on the new National 

Maritime Security Doctrine addressing grey-zone warfare and multi-domain operations, India's AI 

roadmap for naval applications, and enhanced inter-service coordination following Operation Sindoor. The 

conference reaffirmed India's intent to serve as a 'Preferred Security Partner' in the IOR and Indo-Pacific, 

with deployments aligned to MAHASAGAR principles. 

Source: Here, 15 April 2026 

 

WEST ASIA WAR: US DEPLOYS 15 WARSHIPS IN MIDDLE EAST AMID 

IRAN BLOCKADE TENSIONS 

The United States maintained a presence of at least 15 warships in the Middle East as of mid-April 2026, 

including the aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln and 11 destroyers, following the breakdown of 

Islamabad talks and the announcement of the naval blockade. CENTCOM clarified that the blockade 

targets maritime traffic entering and leaving Iranian ports, while freedom of navigation for all other vessels 

transiting the Strait of Hormuz is to be preserved. Saudi Arabia, while broadly supporting reopening the 

strait, began quietly pushing the White House to reconsider the blockade strategy, concerned it could 

trigger a new cycle of Iranian escalation threatening Gulf oil infrastructure. 

Source: Here, 14 April 2026IPPI 

https://www.msn.com/en-in/news/India/ins-sunayna-arrives-in-maldives-to-boost-indias-neighbourhood-first-policy/ar-AA20gq7s?ocid=BingNewsSerp
https://www.navalnews.com/naval-news/2026/04/indian-navy-probing-feasibility-of-drones-for-reloading-vls-at-sea/
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2252126&reg=3&lang=2
https://www.mid-day.com/news/world-news/article/west-asia-war-us-president-donald-trump-orders-naval-buildup-as-us-considers-blockade-of-iranian-ports-23625627
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SHIPPING, PORTS AND OCEAN ECONOMY 

INDIA'S MAJOR PORTS RECORD 915.17 MT IN FY26, SURPASS ANNUAL 

TARGET WITH 7.06% GROWTH 

On National Maritime Day (5 April 2026), India's Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways announced 

that its 13 major ports collectively handled 915.17 million tonnes of cargo in FY 2025–26, surpassing the 

annual target of 904 MT. The 7.06% year-on-year growth reflects sustained infrastructure investment, 

digital port initiatives, and multimodal connectivity improvements under the Maritime Amrit Kaal Vision 

2047. Deendayal Port Authority topped performers at 160.11 MT—the first time it surpassed Paradip 

Port—followed by Paradip at 156.45 MT and JNPA at 102.01 MT. Mormugao Port recorded the highest 

growth rate at 15.91%. Minister Sonowal called the milestone a testament to India's resolve to become a 

global maritime powerhouse by 2047. 

Source: Here, 05 April 2026 

 

WAR RISK INSURANCE IN GULF SURGES NEARLY 1,900% AS TRUMP-

IRAN TENSIONS STOKE FEARS OF WIDER CONFLICT 

War-risk insurance premiums for West Asia assets have surged by nearly 1,900 per cent amid escalating 

US–Iran tensions over the Strait of Hormuz, with annual cover for a $100 million asset reportedly rising 

from $250,000 to $5 million. Insurers cite growing threats to energy facilities, ports, data centres, and 

commercial infrastructure, while coverage limits have sharply contracted. Maritime war-risk rates have also 

risen steeply, compounding tanker disruptions and supply losses highlighted by the International Energy 

Agency. The insurance shock is reinforcing a de facto blockade by making trade commercially unviable, 

deepening risks to global energy flows and regional economic stability.                                                                  

Source: Here, 06 April 2026 

 

INDIA UNVEILS 20 MARITIME REFORMS ON NATIONAL MARITIME 

DAY TO CUT LOGISTICS COSTS 

India announced a sweeping package of 20 maritime reforms on National Maritime Day 2026 aimed at 

reducing logistics costs and repositioning India as a globally competitive maritime nation. Key measures 

include the establishment of a dedicated maritime regulator, increasing Indian-flagged vessel numbers in 

international trade, doubling the share of coastal shipping and inland waterways from 6% to 12% by 2047, 

and promoting green shipping through cleaner fuels, green port guidelines, and eco-friendly harbour craft. 

The reforms align with the Sagarmala Programme and Maritime Amrit Kaal Vision 2047, and come as 

global supply chain disruptions from the Red Sea and Hormuz crises have reinforced the urgency of 

building domestic shipping resilience. 

Source: Here, 08 April 2026 

 

OIL SUPPLY FELL BY 10 MILLION BARRELS PER DAY IN MARCH. IEA 

RAISES ALARM OVER LARGEST DISRUPTION EVER 

The International Energy Agency estimates global oil supply fell by 10.1 million barrels per day in March 

2026 to 97 mb/d, marking one of the sharpest disruptions on record amid the US–Iran conflict and severe 

restrictions in the Strait of Hormuz. The decline was driven by major OPEC+ output cuts, infrastructure 

attacks, and Hormuz flows dropping from over 20 mb/d to 3.8 mb/d. Alternative export routes proved 

insufficient to offset losses. The shock has intensified price pressures, triggered strategic stock releases, 

and heightened concerns over inflation, energy security, and global economic slowdown.                               

Source: Here, 14 April 2026 

https://www.psuconnect.in/psu-news/major-ports-record-915-mt-cargo-fy2025-26-growth
https://www.firstpost.com/business/war-insurance-gulf-surge-iran-us-tensions-strait-of-hormuz-risk-premiums-13996943.html
https://indiashippingnews.com/mopsw-launches-20-maritime-reforms-to-boost-trade-efficiency-and-cut-logistics-costs/
https://www.msn.com/en-in/news/India/oil-supply-fell-by-10-million-barrels-per-day-in-march-iea-raises-alarm-over-largest-disruption-ever/ar-AA20QXI5?ocid=BingNewsVerp
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WHY DID CHINA BUY UP THE WORLD’S PORTS? 

The Hormuz crisis has refocused attention on China's two-decade strategy of funding and acquiring ports 

across the Indian Ocean, Persian Gulf, and Mediterranean. Beijing's port investments in Khalifa (UAE), 

New Doha Port (Qatar), Duqm (Oman), and Gwadar (Pakistan) now sit at the epicentre of global energy 

supply disruption. America's Maritime Action Plan, released by the White House in February 2026, 

outlined steps to recapture maritime pre-eminence primarily focused on shipbuilding. The EU similarly 

released a ports strategy. However, analysts note that neither approach yet matches China's level of 

strategic coordination, as the Hormuz crisis vividly demonstrates the commercial and security dividends of 

Beijing's patient, long-term port infrastructure investment. 

Source: Here, 15 April 2026 

 

TANKERS EXIT GULF VIA STRAIT OF HORMUZ AS US-IRAN TALKS 

BEGIN 

Three supertankers passed through the Strait of Hormuz on 11 April 2026—the first such movements to 

attract attention since the ceasefire—according to Reuters and MarineTraffic data. However, the trickle 

remained far below the 100–120 vessels that normally crossed daily before the crisis. By 14 April, an 

additional tanker departed an Iranian port through the strait, though the US blockade announcement 

complicates the resumption of normal traffic. Saudi Arabia restored full East-West pipeline pumping 

capacity to 7 million bpd on 12 April, offering some relief to Asian buyers. Iran's insistence on controlling 

transit via Larak Island and its reported charging of over $1 million per vessel in transit tolls continued to 

deter most commercial operators. 

Source: Here, 11 April 2026 

 

OIL SPILL WHILE BUNKERING CONTAINERSHIP DISRUPTS PORT OF 

ANTWERP 

A major oil spill beginning on 9 April 2026 at the Port of Antwerp-Bruges—Europe's second largest 

port—forced authorities to shut down key access to Deurganck dock. The spill occurred during a 

bunkering operation on a Liberian-flagged vessel, caused by a hull crack linked to corrosion. By 10 April, 

oil had spread from the dock into the Scheldt River, impacting adjacent terminals and riverbank nature 

areas. The incident highlights the environmental and operational vulnerabilities of ageing vessels engaged 

in commercial operations, with ageing shadow fleet tankers rerouting through European waters, adding to 

port congestion and safety risks as the global shipping system adapts to the Hormuz disruption. 

Source Here, 12 April 2026N 

MARINE ENVIRONMENT 

MORE THAN 110 NEW SPECIES FROM THE CORAL SEA REVEALED 

Marine taxonomists convened by CSIRO and The Nippon Foundation-Nekton Ocean Census identified 

more than 110 fish and invertebrate species new to science from the Coral Sea Marine Park—a total 

expected to exceed 200. Species were collected from 200–3,000 metres depth during an RV Investigator 

expedition in late 2025, covering nearly one million square kilometres of largely unexplored deep-water 

environments. Four species identified by CSIRO's Dr Will White include two ray species, a deepwater 

catshark, and a chimaera. Scientists emphasised that marine protected areas currently cover less than 1% 

of deep-sea habitats globally, urging spatial plans that safeguard full depth profiles as climate change and 

fishing pressure extend deeper into the ocean. 

https://foreignpolicy.com/2026/04/15/china-ports-maritime-power/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/chinese-oil-tankers-transit-strait-hormuz-data-shows-2026-04-11/
https://maritime-executive.com/article/oil-spill-while-bunkering-containership-disrupts-port-of-antwerp
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Source: Here, 01 April 2026 

 

SCIENTISTS DISCOVER 24 NEW DEEP-SEA SPECIES AND AN ENTIRELY 

NEW “BRANCH OF LIFE” 

International deep-sea expeditions in early 2026 identified 24 new deep-sea species, including what 

researchers describe as a rare new branch of the tree of life. Discoveries span Pacific twilight zones and 

South Atlantic hadal trenches, including unusual bright orange cardinalfish, patterned sea slugs, and 

approximately 40 potential new organisms from Argentina's Mar del Plata Canyon. Scientists are also 

building a massive open-access genomic database of marine species, racing against biodiversity loss as 

species vanish faster than they can be documented. Research indicates that ocean warming is 

supercharging microbes that control marine nutrient cycles, while Alaska's sea ice protection season is 

shrinking by weeks to months annually, threatening Arctic coastal ecosystems. 

Source: Here, 02 April 2026 

 

OCEAN TEMPS HIT NEW HIGHS: WHY 2026 IS THE YEAR THE CORAL 

REEFS REACHED THE POINT OF NO RETURN 

Global ocean temperatures remained near record highs in early 2026, with January ranking as the fourth-

warmest on record at 20.73°C and March sea-surface temperatures reaching 20.97°C, the second-hottest 

March after 2024. Scientists warn that another potential El Niño later this year could push coral reefs 

towards irreversible tipping points after the 2023–24 mass bleaching event affected reefs in 83 countries. 

Coral ecosystems support roughly 25 per cent of marine life despite covering less than 1 per cent of the 

seafloor. The trend underscores accelerating ocean heat accumulation and mounting risks to biodiversity, 

fisheries, and coastal resilience worldwide.                                                                                                                

Source: Here, 03 April 2026 

 

MODELING MANGROVES’ CAPACITY TO PROTECT COASTAL 

COMMUNITIES 

Mangrove forests serve as natural coastal barriers that reduce wave energy, storm surges, and erosion 

through dense root systems and sediment-trapping canopies. Modelling studies indicate they can 

substantially lower erosion volumes and reduce surge heights over relatively short buffer widths, with 

performance improving when combined with reefs or engineered structures. Mangroves dissipate water 

flow, promote sediment accretion, and are estimated to reduce flood risk for millions annually while 

preventing major storm losses. Proven across cyclone-prone coasts such as Gujarat and Bangladesh, they 

offer resilient nature-based protection for vulnerable shorelines in India, the Maldives, and beyond. 

Source: Here, 06 April 2026 

 

OYSTER REEFS STACK UP FOR SHORELINE PROTECTION 

Oyster reefs act as natural breakwaters that can reduce wave energy and shoreline erosion, offering a 

sustainable alternative to seawalls. Research indicates they may dissipate up to 89 per cent of wave height 

in low-to-moderate energy environments while trapping sediment and encouraging marsh growth. Their 

three-dimensional shell structures slow currents, stabilise coasts, and create habitat for over 300 marine 

species, while each adult oyster can filter significant volumes of water daily. Successful applications in 

Louisiana and the Eastern Scheldt highlight their value for living shorelines. Such nature-based defences 

could benefit vulnerable coasts in India and the Maldives, facing rising climate pressures.                                     

Source: Here, 07 April 2026 

OPOLIT 

https://www.csiro.au/en/news/All/News/2026/April/More-than-110-new-species-from-Coral-Sea-revealed
https://a-z-animals.com/articles/scientists-discover-24-new-deep-sea-species-and-an-entirely-new-branch-of-life/
https://control.vg/news/9470/ocean-temps-hit-new-highs-why-2026-is-the-year-the-coral-reefs-reached-the-point-of-no-return/
https://ecomagazine.com/news/coastal/modeling-mangroves-capacity-to-protect-coastal-communities/
https://ecomagazine.com/news/coastal/page/2/?__cf_chl_tk=3JdNQFAaI7XjVYaUEJ3iqCi9bUVOif0A_7ZL.bi3ZBg-1776339272-1.0.1.1-29Zs1Xt8D.Sl4auAKhegLhBCfIzjC1Kf_OxLt3YKROk
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GEOPOLITICS 

SECURITY COUNCIL: RUSSIA AND CHINA VETO RESOLUTION ON 

STRAIT OF HORMUZ 

Russia and China vetoed a United Nations Security Council resolution on 7 April 2026 intended to 

enhance protection for commercial shipping in the Strait of Hormuz amid severe disruptions caused by 

the US–Iran conflict. The draft, tabled by Bahrain and supported by 11 members, called for defensive 

coordination measures and reporting on attacks against navigation rights. Moscow and Beijing argued the 

text was biased and escalatory. The veto highlights deep major-power divisions, leaving maritime security 

responses fragmented as unilateral mine-clearance and escort efforts continue.                                          

Source: Here, 07 April 2026 

 

US-IRAN CEASEFIRE DEAL: WHAT ARE THE TERMS, AND WHAT’S 

NEXT? 

The United States and Iran agreed to a fragile two-week ceasefire on 7–8 April 2026, brokered by 

Pakistan, ending nearly six weeks of US-Israeli strikes on Iran under Operation Epic Fury. President 

Trump suspended bombing subject to Iran's 'complete, immediate, and safe opening' of the Strait of 

Hormuz. However, within hours of the ceasefire, Israel struck Hezbollah in Lebanon, prompting Iran to 

close the strait again in protest. Iran submitted a ten-point peace proposal, which Trump called a 

'workable basis for negotiation', while Vance described the truce as 'fragile'. French President Macron said 

at least 15 countries were working with Iran to reopen the strait. Pakistan invited both delegations to 

Islamabad on 10 April to finalise arrangements. 

Source: Here, 08 April 2026 

 

INDIA STRENGTHENS SRI LANKA MARITIME PUSH, COUNTERS CHINA 

WITH STRATEGIC BETS 

India is deepening its maritime footprint in Sri Lanka through strategic investments, including Mazagon 

Dock Shipbuilders Limited’s controlling stake in Colombo Dockyard PLC and cooperation by Dredging 

Corporation of India on dock modernisation. These moves expand India’s role in ship repair, logistics, 

fuel infrastructure, and cargo support while balancing growing Chinese influence linked to Hambantota 

Port. Enhanced naval cooperation, surveillance sharing, and frameworks such as the Colombo Security 

Conclave further strengthen Indian Ocean maritime security and regional supply-chain resilience.                      

Source: Here, 13 April 2026 

 

GEOPOLITICS RESHAPES MARITIME ROUTES: EUROPE IS ALREADY 

PAYING MORE 

Geopolitical tensions—including the fragile US–Iran ceasefire and disruptions in the Strait of Hormuz—

are forcing shipping lines to reroute vessels around major chokepoints, sharply increasing costs and transit 

times for European imports. Container freight rates from Shanghai to Rotterdam reportedly surged 164 

per cent to $5,543, while rates to Genoa also rose sharply. Many carriers are bypassing the Suez Canal via 

the Cape of Good Hope, adding 7–21 days. Combined Red Sea, Black Sea, and Gulf instability is 

fragmenting supply chains, raising import costs, and intensifying inflationary pressure across Europe. 

Source: Here, 14 April 2026 

 

 

https://www.ungeneva.org/en/news-media/news/2026/04/117441/security-council-russia-and-china-veto-resolution-strait-hormuz
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/4/8/us-iran-ceasefire-deal-what-are-the-terms-and-whats-next
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/logistics/india-strengthens-sri-lanka-maritime-push-counters-china-with-strategic-bets/article70857464.ece
https://logos-pres.md/en/news/geopolitics-reshapes-maritime-routes-europe-is-already-paying-more/
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LEBANON AND ISRAEL HOLD RARE DIRECT TALKS IN WASHINGTON, 

BOTH CITE HEZBOLLAH AS THE PROBLEM 

Lebanon and Israel held rare direct talks in Washington, D.C. on 14 April 2026, their first high-level 

engagement in decades, with both sides reportedly identifying Hezbollah as the principal obstacle to 

stability. Hosted by Marco Rubio, the meeting sought a framework for a ceasefire, border security, and 

future dialogue amid the ongoing conflict in southern Lebanon. While no breakthrough emerged, the talks 

signal a notable diplomatic opening as Beirut seeks stronger state sovereignty and Israel presses for 

Hezbollah’s disarmament. The process remains fragile but could reshape northern Levant security 

dynamics. 

Source: Here, 15 April 2026 
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