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Making Waves 

16-31 July 2025 

MARITIME SECURITY 
 

WAVE OF KIDNAPPINGS IN THE BIGHT OF 

BIAFRA 
Criminal gangs in the Bight of Biafra, spurred by tough anti-piracy measures, have shifted to 

kidnapping for ransom, targeting both locals and officials in the region from Nigeria to Gabon. 

Hostage-taking surged since late 2023, linked to the lawless waters near the Niger Delta. Ransoms 

can reach hundreds of thousands of dollars, funding well-organised pirate groups. Insecurity 

disrupts essential services, forces officials’ families to relocate, and hinders shipping and resource 

extraction. Cross-border cooperation and local enforcement remain weak, making the region 

especially vulnerable to continued maritime crime and instability. 

Source: Here, 16 July 2025 

 

UN COUNCIL AUTHORIZES CONTINUING 

VIGILANCE OF ATTACKS BY YEMEN’S HOUTHI 

REBELS ON RED SEA SHIPPING 
The UN Security Council has extended monitoring of Houthi attacks on Red Sea shipping with 

Resolution 2787 (2025), requiring monthly reports from the Secretary-General until January 2026. 

The resolution, adopted with 12 votes in favour and 3 abstentions, strongly condemns Houthi 

attacks on merchant and commercial vessels, labelling them a threat to maritime security and 

freedom of navigation. It demands an immediate end to these attacks and the release of detained 

crews, emphasising that such actions disrupt global trade and increase costs. The Council also 

urges all parties to respect international law and maintain vigilance in the Red Sea region. 

Source: Here, 16 July 2025 

 

SRI LANKAN COURT ORDERS OWNERS OF 

CONTAINER SHIP TO PAY $1 BILLION IN MARINE 

POLLUTION COMPENSATION 
Sri Lanka’s Supreme Court ordered the owners and operators of the X-Press Pearl ship to pay $1 

billion after its 2021 sinking caused the world’s largest marine plastic spill, releasing up to 75 billion 

plastic pellets. The court found they concealed important information from the authorities. The 

compensation will be paid in three instalments, with the first $250 million due by September 2025, 

and managed by a new fund for environmental recovery. X-Press Feeders, the ship’s operator, 

expressed disappointment and is considering its response. 

Source: Here, 24 July 2025 

 

https://issafrica.org/iss-today/wave-of-kidnappings-in-the-bight-of-biafra
https://apnews.com/article/un-yemen-houthis-resolution-red-sea-attacks-50c0ba1045fc5c01838a780d05182c9e
https://www.seatrade-maritime.com/accidents/sri-lankan-apex-court-orders-1bn-compensation-for-x-press-pearl-disaster
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NATO WARNS PORTS VULNERABLE TO 

‘UNPRECEDENTED’ CYBER THREATS 
NATO’s Cooperative Cyber Defence Centre of Excellence (CCDCOE) warns that maritime 

ports—handling 80% of global trade and critical to military logistics—face unprecedented cyber 

threats from state-linked actors, mainly from Russia, Iran, and China. These attacks target key 

systems like access control and vessel traffic management, risking major disruptions to both 

commercial trade and defence operations. The CCDCOE highlights policy gaps, as most ports are 

civilian-run but serve crucial NATO functions, and calls for urgent action: intelligence-sharing 

networks, improved civil-military coordination, and stronger cybersecurity standards to safeguard 

port infrastructure from increasingly sophisticated cyberattacks. 

Source: Here, 24 July 2025 

 

HOUTHIS THREATEN SHIPS LINKED TO FIRMS 

DEALING WITH ISRAELI PORTS 
The Houthis have declared they will target any ship belonging to companies that do business with 

Israeli ports, regardless of flag, ownership, or destination, as part of a new escalation in their Red 

Sea maritime campaign. This marks the start of a "fourth phase" of operations, expanding attacks 

beyond ships directly linked to Israel. The shift follows recent strikes that sank two bulk carriers, 

killed several crew members, and resulted in detentions. These threats have greatly disrupted global 

shipping and increased security risks for vessels in the region. 

Source: Here, 27 July 2025 

 

 

MARITIME FORCES 
 

INDIAN NAVY'S INDIGENOUSLY DESIGNED INS 

SANDHAYAK VISITS MALAYSIA'S KLANG 
INS Sandhayak, India’s indigenously designed hydrographic survey ship, made its maiden visit to 

Port Klang, Malaysia, from July 16-19 for hydrographic cooperation. The visit highlighted India’s 

role in regional hydrographic capacity building, featuring technical exchanges, knowledge-sharing 

sessions, and events to strengthen institutional ties. INS Sandhayak is equipped for deep-water 

surveys, oceanographic data collection, and search and rescue operations. The visit supported the 

'MAHASAGAR' vision for regional maritime cooperation and reaffirmed India’s commitment to 

maritime security and capacity building in the Indian Ocean Region. 

Source: Here, 19 July 2025 

 

 

 

 

https://www.freightwaves.com/news/nato-warns-ports-vulnerable-to-unprecedented-cyber-threats
https://www.marinelink.com/news/houthis-threaten-ships-linked-firms-528348
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/indian-navys-indigenously-designed-ins-sandhayak-visits-malaysias-klang/articleshow/122780133.cms
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13TH HIGH-LEVEL MEETING BETWEEN COAST 

GUARDS OF INDIA, KOREA HELD IN DELHI 
The 13th High-Level Meeting between the Indian Coast Guard (ICG) and the Korea Coast Guard 

(KCG) was held in New Delhi on July 21, 2025. Both sides discussed boosting cooperation in 

Maritime Search and Rescue (SAR), Pollution Response (PR), and Maritime Law Enforcement 

(MLE). They reaffirmed their commitment to sharing best practices and enhancing interoperability 

under the 2006 MoU. The meeting was co-chaired by ICG Director General S Paramesh and KCG 

Commissioner General Kim Yong Jin. The Korean delegation also visited Mumbai for industrial 

engagements, aimed at strengthening operational and maritime industrial linkages. 

Source: Here, 21 July 2025 

 

EIGHTH, LAST ANTI-SUBMARINE WARFARE SHIP 

LAUNCHED FOR INDIAN NAVY 
The eighth and last Anti-Submarine Warfare Shallow Water Craft (ASW SWC), named Ajay, has 

been launched by the Indian Navy. It is indigenously designed and built by Garden Reach 

Shipbuilders and Engineers (GRSE) in Kolkata. Ajay belongs to the Arnala-class series, featuring 

over 80% indigenous content as part of India’s Aatmanirbhar Bharat initiative. The ship is designed 

for anti-submarine warfare, underwater domain awareness, and mine-laying operations in shallow 

waters. It is equipped with hull-mounted sonar, low-frequency variable depth sonar, torpedoes, 

anti-submarine rockets, and naval guns. It reflects a milestone in India’s stride towards self-reliance 

in defence and maritime security capabilities. 

Source: Here, 23 July 2025 

 

INS SATPURA ARRIVES IN SINGAPORE FOR 

SIMBEX-25 
INS Satpura has arrived in Singapore to join the 32nd Singapore-India Maritime Bilateral Exercise 

(SIMBEX-25). The exercise began with harbour phase activities, including professional exchanges 

and operational discussions between Indian and Singaporean naval personnel. The sea phase will 

feature advanced drills like air defence exercises, cross-deck helicopter operations, precision 

targeting, complex manoeuvres, and Visit, Board, Search, and Seizure (VBSS) operations. 

SIMBEX-25 aims to enhance interoperability and strategic trust, reflecting the strong and enduring 

maritime partnership between the Indian Navy and the Republic of Singapore Navy and 

supporting India’s ‘MAHASAGAR’ vision and Act East Policy. 

Source: Here, 30 July 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.deccanherald.com/india/13th-high-level-meeting-between-coast-guards-of-india-korea-held-in-delhi-3641539
https://www.thehansindia.com/andhra-pradesh/eighth-last-anti-submarine-warfare-ship-launched-for-indian-navy-990124
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2150265
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PROJECT 18: INDIA DEVELOPING NEXT-GEN 

DESTROYER THAT CAN CARRY 144 MISSILES, 

INCLUDING BRAHMOS, AND TRACK ENEMIES 500 

KM AWAY 
India’s Project 18 aims to deliver the Indian Navy’s most advanced destroyers—around 13,000 

tonnes displacement, with 144 missile launchers for various missiles (including BrahMos) and 

cutting-edge radar and sensor systems capable of tracking threats over 500 km. The ships will 

feature extensive indigenous technology, anti-submarine capabilities, and support for helicopters 

and drones. The first ship is expected within 5–10 years and will be central to expanding India’s 

navy to 170–175 ships by 2035, boosting the country’s maritime strength and modernisation. 

Source: Here, 31 July 2025 

 

 

SHIPPING, PORTS AND  
OCEAN ECONOMY 

  

INDIA HOSTS MARITIME FINANCING SUMMIT TO 

BOOST LONG-TERM INVESTMENT IN SHIPPING 
The India Maritime Financing Summit 2025, held in New Delhi, focused on attracting 

long-term investments to boost the maritime sector under the Maritime Amrit Kaal Vision 

2047. Key initiatives included the proposed Maritime Development Fund for shipyards 

and ports, extension of the Shipbuilding Financial Assistance Scheme, recognition of large 

vessels as infrastructure, and ship leasing via GIFT City IFSC. The summit also launched 

the Financial Digital Maturity Matrix to improve port investment readiness. Over 250 

stakeholders from government, finance, and industry emphasised public-private 

cooperation to develop India into a global maritime hub. 

Source: Here, 25 July 2025 

 

FOSTERING AN INNOVATIVE, INCLUSIVE 

BIMSTEC MARITIME ECONOMY 
The BIMSTEC maritime economy is advancing through regional cooperation focused on 

innovation, inclusivity, and sustainability. The July 2025 Ports Conclave in Visakhapatnam 

emphasised maritime connectivity, port-led clusters, digital integration, cruise tourism, and coastal 

economic zones among member nations. India leads initiatives on skill development, green 

shipping, and streamlined customs to boost trade. Plans include a BIMSTEC Sustainable Maritime 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/new-updates/project-18-india-developing-next-gen-destroyer-that-can-carry-144-missiles-including-brahmos-and-track-enemies-500-km-away/articleshow/123013487.cms
https://infra.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/ports-shipping/indias-maritime-financing-summit-2025-a-new-era-for-shipping-investment/122899694?utm_source=category_listing&utm_medium=sectionListing
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Transport Centre in Mumbai for capacity building and digital transformation. These efforts aim to 

make the Bay of Bengal a resilient hub for trade, tourism, and sustainable growth while enhancing 

regional integration and maritime security. 

Source: Here, 28 July 2025 

 

INDIA'S MANUFACTURING HITS 14-MONTH HIGH 

AS ASIA-PACIFIC LOGISTICS RENTS STAY FLAT IN 

H1 2025 
India’s manufacturing sector hit a 14-month high in June 2025, with the Purchasing Managers' 

Index (PMI) rising to 58.4, driven by strong increases in new orders, export demand, and record 

employment growth. Correspondingly, the Index of Industrial Production (IIP) grew by 1.5% year-

on-year, led by a 3.9% rise in manufacturing output despite declines in mining and electricity. Key 

manufacturing contributors included fabricated metal products, basic metals, and refined 

petroleum products. This robust performance reflects growing global demand and improved 

business confidence amid ongoing supply chain realignments. 

Source: Here, 30 July 2025 

 

DPA COMMISSIONS INDIA’S FIRST MAKE-IN-INDIA 

GREEN HYDROGEN PLANT AT KANDLA 
The Deendayal Port Authority at Kandla has launched India’s first Make-in-India 1 MW Green 

Hydrogen Plant, producing about 140 metric tonnes annually. Inaugurated in July 2025, it uses 

fully indigenous electrolysers and supports maritime decarbonisation under the National Green 

Hydrogen Mission and Maritime India Vision 2030. This sustainable facility aims to power port 

operations, reduce carbon emissions, and demonstrate India’s clean energy capabilities. Completed 

in just four months, it complements earlier green initiatives at the port and advances India’s 

leadership in green hydrogen technology and energy self-reliance.  

Source: Here, 31 July 2025 

 

ONGC SCOUTS FOR LOCAL YARDS TO BUILD 

FOUR PLATFORM SUPPLY VESSELS 
ONGC, India's largest oil and gas explorer, is actively scouting Indian public sector shipyards—

including Cochin Shipyard Ltd, Hindustan Shipyard Ltd, Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Ltd, and 

Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers Ltd—to build four Platform Supply Vessels (PSVs) as 

part of a government-backed initiative to boost domestic shipbuilding and strengthen offshore 

exploration logistics. These vessels support offshore platforms by providing essential supplies and 

services. A limited tender for finalising contracts is expected soon, supporting India's "Make in 

India" vision and aiming to reduce dependence on foreign-chartered ships and market fluctuations. 

Source: Here, 31 July 2025 

 

 
              

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/logistics/fostering-an-innovative-inclusive-bimstec-maritime-economy/article69862792.ece
https://www.thehansindia.com/business/indias-manufacturing-hits-14-month-high-as-asia-pacific-logistics-rents-stay-flat-in-h1-2025-992390
https://www.maritimegateway.com/dpa-commissions-indias-first-make-in-india-green-hydrogen-plant-at-kandla/
https://infra.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/ports-shipping/ongc-scouts-for-local-yards-to-build-four-platform-supply-vessels/123014011?utm_source=category_listing&utm_medium=sectionListing
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MARINE ENVIRONMENT 

'WE'VE RAISED THOUSANDS': THE PICKLE-

SHAPED 'JANITORS' CLEANING FILIPINO REEFS 
Sea cucumber restoration in the Philippines, especially in Bolinao, has benefited greatly from 

community-driven conservation using hatcheries and ocean nurseries since 2007. Women play an 

important role by monitoring, guarding, and managing the sea cucumber farms—helping enforce 

protection measures and ensuring only mature sea cucumbers are harvested. Their leadership and 

vigilance have contributed to the successful growth of populations from hundreds to thousands, 

resulting in healthier coral reefs, stronger marine ecosystems, and more resilient coastal 

communities. This approach secures both ecological sustainability and community wellbeing. 

Source: Here, 22 July 2025 

 

27 MILLION TONS OF NANOPLASTICS FOUND IN 

THE NORTH ATLANTIC OCEAN, CAPABLE OF 

DEVASTATING MARINE LIFE AND PENETRATING 

THE HUMAN BODY 
A 2025 study revealed 27 million tons of nanoplastics, particles smaller than 1 micrometre, floating 

within the upper 200 meters of the North Atlantic Ocean. These nanoplastics, primarily made of 

PET, PS, and PVC, match the total mass of all previously recorded micro- and macroplastics 

combined in the region. They disperse widely due to ocean currents and rivers, infiltrating marine 

organisms and ecosystems. This alarming pollution poses significant risks to aquatic life and 

potentially human health. The findings uncover a far larger scale of nanoplastic contamination 

than was previously understood, demanding urgent inclusion in pollution assessments. 

Source: Here, 24 July 2025 

 

THIS PLASTIC DISAPPEARS IN THE DEEP SEA—

AND MICROBES MAKE IT HAPPEN 

Researchers have demonstrated that a new eco-friendly plastic, poly(d-lactate-co-3-

hydroxybutyrate) (LAHB), biodegrades effectively in deep-sea conditions, unlike conventional bio-

based plastics like PLA, which persist. Tested at 855 meters depth near Hatsushima Island, LAHB 

films lost over 80% of their mass after 13 months, colonised and decomposed by deep-sea 

microbes forming biofilms. These microbes produce enzymes that break down the plastic polymer 

chains into simpler molecules, which are further consumed and mineralised into harmless 

compounds. This study, led by Japanese scientists, provides a promising path for reducing marine 

plastic pollution with truly biodegradable materials. 

Source: Here, 26 July 2025 

 

https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20250721-the-joyful-comeback-of-sea-cucumbers-in-the-philippines
https://www.msn.com/en-in/news/world/27-million-tons-of-nanoplastics-found-in-the-north-atlantic-ocean-capable-of-devastating-marine-life-and-penetrating-the-human-body/ar-AA1JbhVd?ocid=BingNewsSerp
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2025/07/250724232418.htm
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DEEP-SEA FISH JUST CHANGED WHAT WE KNOW 

ABOUT EARTH’S CARBON CYCLE 

A 2025 study by University of Miami scientists provides first direct evidence that deep-sea 

mesopelagic fish, which make up about 94% of global fish biomass, produce and excrete carbonate 

minerals (ichthyocarbonate) at rates comparable to shallow-water fish. Using the blackbelly 

rosefish as a model, the research confirmed that depth and pressure do not inhibit carbonate 

formation, which plays a key role in marine carbon cycling by helping buffer ocean acidity and 

regulating carbon storage. This discovery validates global carbon cycle models that previously 

assumed but lacked verification of this contribution from deep-sea fish, highlighting their vital role 

as "chemical engineers" of ocean chemistry. 

Source: Here, 27 July 2025 

 

A SUBMERSIBLE FINDS SEA CREATURES 

THRIVING IN THE DEEPEST PARTS OF THE 

OCEAN 
Scientists discovered thriving colonies of tubeworms and mollusks at unprecedented depths up to 

9,533 meters in Pacific Ocean trenches, including Kuril-Kamchatka and Aleutian. These organisms 

survive in total darkness, crushing pressure, and near-freezing temperatures by chemosynthesis, 

deriving energy from chemicals like hydrogen sulfide and methane seeping from the seafloor. The 

findings, based on 23 submersible dives, challenge previous beliefs about life limits in extreme 

deep-sea environments and show complex ecosystems flourishing without sunlight. This discovery 

expands understanding of biodiversity and extreme-life adaptations in the ocean’s darkest trenches. 

Source: Here, 30 July 2025 

 

GEOPOLITICS 
 

TAIWAN, SOMALILAND DEEPEN TIES WITH 

LANDMARK COAST GUARD AGREEMENT 
Taiwan and Somaliland signed a landmark coast guard cooperation agreement on July 24, 2025, in 

Taipei, marking a significant step in their growing partnership. The deal, signed by Taiwan Coast 

Guard Administration Director-General Chang Chung-lung and Somaliland Coast Guard 

Commander Admiral Ahmed Hurre Hariye, focuses on maritime security, joint training, search-

and-rescue operations, and capacity building. It aims to enhance Somaliland's maritime defences 

along its 850-kilometer Gulf of Aden coastline and promote regional stability. Both sides 

emphasised their shared democratic values and resilience against authoritarian pressures. The pact 

also supports development of the blue economy and maritime diplomacy. 

Source: Here, 26 July 2025 

 

 

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2025/07/250726234426.htm
https://apnews.com/article/deep-sea-trench-tubeworm-mollusk-420f54c29b7c8d132b02f22ca6679c4f
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/world/taiwan-somaliland-deepen-ties-with-landmark-coast-guard-agreement/
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QUAD FOREIGN MINISTERS DECRY DANGEROUS 

SOUTH CHINA SEA ACTIONS 
The Quad foreign ministers from the US, India, Japan, and Australia, meeting in Tokyo on July 

29, 2024, condemned provocative actions in the South China Sea, including interference with 

resource development, obstruction of navigation, and unsafe manoeuvres like ramming and water 

cannon use. They opposed unilateral changes to the status quo by force, emphasised freedom of 

navigation under UNCLOS, called for peaceful dispute resolution, and warned that militarisation 

of disputed areas threatens regional peace and stability. 

Source: Here, 29 July 2025 

 

CHINA STAKE IN CK HUTCHISON PORT SALE 

COULD EASE BEIJING PRESSURE BUT US 

GEOPOLITICAL RISKS REMAIN 
The potential inclusion of Chinese shipping giant COSCO as a stakeholder in CK Hutchison's 

planned $22.8 billion sale of its global port assets, including 43 ports in 23 countries and two near 

the Panama Canal, is seen as a strategic win for Beijing. This move could ease China's national 

security concerns and secure Beijing's approval, which had been a major obstacle to the deal. 

However, the arrangement remains uncertain and could face significant geopolitical resistance 

from the U.S., which views increased Chinese control in strategic maritime infrastructure with 

concern. The deal still requires regulatory approval from about 50 jurisdictions and may take years 

to finalise. 

Source: Here, 29 July 2025 

 

NEED STRONGER CLIMATE FINANCE, MARITIME 

SECURITY TIES: SEYCHELLOIS ENVOY TO INDIA 

The Seychellois High Commissioner to India calls for stronger climate finance and deeper 

maritime security cooperation to address shared challenges facing Indian Ocean island nations. 

She highlights existential threats like rising sea levels, economic fragility from reliance on tourism 

and fisheries, and growing geopolitical competition. The envoy urges inclusive international 

partnerships and investment in sustainable development, regional infrastructure, and maritime 

security, emphasising that collective action through platforms like IORA and the Indian Ocean 

Commission is vital for resilience, security, and regional peace. India’s defence support to 

Seychelles is praised as a model for strengthening island state capabilities. 

Source: Here, 31 July 2025 

 

INDIA, UAE PLEDGE STRONGER DEFENCE TIES, 

INK MOU ON MARITIME COOPERATION 
India and the UAE have agreed to strengthen defence ties, signing an MoU on maritime 

cooperation at the India-UAE Joint Defence Cooperation Committee meeting. Key outcomes 

include enhanced military training, real-time sharing of maritime security information, and 

https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/quad-foreign-ministers-meet-tokyo-talks-maritime-security-cyber-2024-07-29/
https://www.usnews.com/news/top-news/articles/2025-07-29/analysis-china-stake-in-ck-hutchison-port-sale-could-ease-beijing-pressure-but-us-geopolitical-risks-remain
https://www.businessworld.in/article/need-stronger-climate-finance-maritime-security-ties-seychellois-envoy-to-india-565370
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coordinated responses to piracy, search and rescue, and marine pollution. The Indian Coast Guard 

and UAE National Guard will collaborate on maritime safety. Both nations plan to boost joint 

defence manufacturing, explore co-development of new technologies, and deepen ties through 

regular military staff talks and upcoming defence industry forums. This builds on their 

Comprehensive Strategic Partnership established in 2015. 

Source: Here, 31 July 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.business-standard.com/external-affairs-defence-security/news/india-uae-pledge-stronger-defence-ties-ink-mou-on-maritime-cooperation-125073100097_1.html

