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MARITIME SECURITY

PIRATE SWARM STEALS METAL FROM BARGE

A group of 32 pirates, using eight boats, launched a coordinated attack on a tugboat and its barge

in the Singapore Strait. They approached from multiple sides, with 14 pirates boarding the barge
to steal a large quantity of scrap metal. Fortunately, the crew was unharmed. This event highlights
a recent rise in piracy and armed robberies in the region, reflecting growing security concerns for
vessels operating in Southeast Asian waters.

Source: Here, 16 June 2025

MARITIME CYBERSECURITY BECOMES A
COMPLETIVE PRIORITY IN 2025

Maritime cybersecurity is now a top industry priority amid rising geopolitical tensions and
sophisticated cyber threats. In 2024-2025, incidents like large-scale GPS and AIS jamming near
the Gulf of Oman and over 239 cyberattacks in Northern Europe exposed vulnerabilities in
navigation and supply chains. In response, new regulations require operators to implement formal
cybersecurity plans, designate onboard cybersecurity officers, and improve incident detection. The
industry is shifting from reactive to proactive defence, investing in resilient systems, standardised
IT/OT architecture, and international partnerships to strengthen digital resilience across global
shipping networks.

Source: Here, 19 June 2025

TAIWAN ON ALERT OVER CHINA'S MILITARY
ACTIVITIES IN PACIFIC

Taiwan is on high alert after China deployed both its aircraft carriers, Shandong and Liaoning, in
the Pacific for the first time. President Lai Ching-te has ordered increased surveillance and
intelligence efforts, warning that Chinese military pressure in the region remains strong. The
simultaneous carrier manoeuvres have also raised concerns in Japan and are seen as escalating
risks in the Indo-Pacific. Taiwan is urging closer coordination with international partners to
respond quickly to any potential crisis.

Source: Here, 19 June 2025

HOUTHI'S RESPONSE TO US ATTACK “ONLY A
MATTER OF TIME”

A senior Houthi official warned that retaliation for the recent US attack on Iran is imminent. The
Houthis had agreed to a ceasefire with the US in May 2025 to halt attacks on US ships, but the
recent escalation with Iran threatens this truce. Shipping companies like Hapag-Lloyd and Maersk


https://www.marinelink.com/news/pirate-swarm-steals-metal-barge-526922
https://www.shipuniverse.com/news/maritime-cybersecurity-gains-momentum-amid-rising-threats/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/taiwan-on-alert-over-chinas-military-activities-in-pacific-101750351010902.html

continue operating in the Strait of Hormuz but remain cautious, while Japan advises vessels to
minimise time in the Gulf. Iran is considering closing the strategic Strait of Hormuz, raising
tensions in a vital global oil and LNG shipping corridor.

Source: Here, 22 June 2025

EU PROSECUTORS UNCOVER CRIMINAL
OPERATION EXPLOITING GREEK ROUTE FOR
CHINESE SMUGGLING

European prosecutors have uncovered a major smuggling ring that used Greece’s Piraeus port to
illegally import Chinese goods into the EU, costing about €700 million in lost customs and VAT.
The operation, led by the European Public Prosecutor’s Office, involved raids across several
countries, resulting in ten arrests and the seizure of cash, shipping containers, vehicles, and luxury
goods. The network, mainly run by Chinese nationals, used false documents and shell companies
to evade taxes and launder profits, exposing significant weaknesses in EU customs controls.
Source: Here, 26 June 2025

MARITIME FORCES

FAST PATROL VESSEL 'ADAMYA' INDUCTED INTO
INDIAN COAST GUARD

The Indian Coast Guard has inducted "Adamya', the first of eight Fast Patrol Vessels built by Goa
Shipyard Ltd. Adamya is over 60% indigenous and equipped with advanced features like

Controllable Pitch Propellers, a 30mm CRN-91 gun, and two 12.7mm remote control guns. The
vessel will boost law enforcement, surveillance, and search and rescue operations, enhancing
coastal security and the protection of India’s Exclusive Economic Zone. This induction is a
significant step under the 'Aatmanirbhar Bharat' initiative.

Source: Here, 26 June 2025

INS TEG STRENGTHENS INDIA-SEYCHELLES
NAVAL TIES WITH PORT CALL, PARADE, AND
JOINT PATROLS

INS Teg, an Indian Navy stealth frigate, docked at Port Victoria, Seychelles, from June 26 to 30,
2025, to enhance bilateral naval ties. The visit featured high-level meetings, participation in
Seychelles’ 49th National Day parade with a marching contingent and naval band, and cultural
activities including yoga sessions and a cultural evening onboard. INS Teg also conducted joint
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) patrols with the Seychelles Coast Guard to strengthen maritime


https://www.marinelink.com/news/houthis-response-us-attack-a-matter-time-527162
https://www.bairdmaritime.com/security/incidents/piracy/eu-prosecutors-uncover-criminal-operation-exploiting-greek-route-for-chinese-smuggling
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/fast-patrol-vessel-adamya-inducted-into-indian-coast-guard/articleshow/122093652.cms

security and combat illegal fishing, underscoring India’s commitment to regional cooperation and
maritime safety.
Source: Here, 27 June 2025

ARNALA CLASS: INDIA'S STEALTH SUBMARINE
HUNTER FOR COASTAL DEFENCE

The Arnala-class is India’s new stealth anti-submarine warfare shallow water craft, designed for
coastal defence. The first ship, INS Arnala, was commissioned in June 2025. It features diesel
engine-waterjet propulsion, advanced sonar systems, lightweight torpedoes, ASW rockets, and
mine-laying capabilities. With over 80% indigenous content, the class supports India’s
Aatmanirbhar Bharat initiative. These vessels will replace the older Abhay-class corvettes,
enhancing India’s ability to detect and neutralize submarines near its coastline and major ports.
Source: Here, 27 June 2025

QUAD COAST GUARDS LAUNCH MAIDEN MISSION
TO BOOST SECURITY IN INDO-PACIFIC

India, the US, Australia, and Japan coast guards launched the first-ever "Quad-at-Sea Ship
Observer Mission" to strengthen maritime security and interoperability in the Indo-Pacific. Under
the 2024 Wilmington Declaration, two officers—including women—from each country have
embarked on the US Coast Guard Cutter Stratton, sailing to Guam. This cross-embarkation
initiative marks a major step in Quad Coast Guard collaboration, enhancing joint readiness,
operational coordination, and domain awareness to support a free, open, and rules-based Indo-
Pacific.

Source: Here, 30 June 2025

INDIAN NAVY'S INS TABARLEADS RESCUE
OPERATION AS OIL TANKER CATCHES FIRE IN
GULF OF OMAN

The Indian Navy’s stealth frigate INS Tabar led a rescue operation on June 29 after the oil tanker
MT Yi Cheng 06, carrying 14 Indian-origin crew members, caught fire in its engine room and
suffered a total power failure while en route from Kandla, India, to Shinas, Oman. INS Tabar
responded swiftly, deploying a firefighting team and equipment to the distressed vessel using both
its boat and helicopter. As of the latest update, 13 naval personnel and 5 tanker crew were engaged
in firefighting, with the fire’s intensity significantly reduced and no injuries reported.

Source: Here, 30 June 2025


https://www.msn.com/en-in/news/India/ins-teg-strengthens-india-seychelles-naval-ties-with-port-call-parade-and-joint-patrols/ar-AA1Hy2pD?ocid=BingNewsSerp
https://www.msn.com/en-in/autos/photos/arnala-class-indias-stealth-submarine-hunter-for-coastal-defence/ar-AA1HxaGA?ocid=BingNewsSerp
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/quad-coast-guards-launch-maiden-mission-to-boost-security-in-indopacific-101751299148293.html
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SHIPPING, PORTS AND
OCEAN ECONOMY

INDIA’S LARGEST PORT IN THE MAKING TO
RAISE RS 30,000 CRORE DEBT

The Vadhvan Port Project, set to become India’s largest port, plans to raise up to I300 billion

($3.5 billion) in long-term debt, with funding tenors of 15-20 years, through both onshore and
offshore markets. Jointly owned by Jawaharlal Nehru Port Authority (74%) and Maharashtra
Maritime Board (26%), the $9 billion project is expected to be completed by the end of the decade.
Once operational, Vadhvan Port will handle about 23 million container units, making it one of the
wortld’s top 10 ports by capacity.

Source: Here, 19 June 2025

GUJARAT'S KANDLA PORT TO EASE VESSEL
CONGESTION, ENSURE STEADY EDIBLE OIL
SUPPLY: CHAIRMAN

Gujarat’s Kandla Port is taking steps to reduce vessel congestion and ensure a steady edible oil
supply. Chairman Sushil Kumar Singh announced infrastructure upgrades, including new 14-inch
pipelines and preparations to receive edible oil at two additional berths with dedicated pipelines.
The port will continue imposing penal berth hire charges for delayed discharges, rather than
shifting vessels to outer anchorage, to avoid extra costs for importers. Singh emphasised
coordinated efforts between port officials and importers, timely discharge operations, and
proactive communication to streamline processes and enhance operational efficiency at the port.
Source: Here, 23 June 2025

INDIA LAUNCHES FIRST MARITIME NBFC TO
BOOST PORT, SHIPPING AND BLUE ECONOMY
SECTORS

India has launched its first maritime-focused non-banking financial company (NBFC), Sagarmala
Finance Corporation Limited (SMFCL), to provide tailored funding for ports, shipping, MSMEs,
startups, and maritime institutions. Registered with the Reserve Bank of India in June 2025,
SMFCL aims to bridge financing gaps in the sector and support strategic areas like shipbuilding,
renewable energy, cruise tourism, and maritime education. This initiative aligns with the Maritime
Amrit Kaal Vision 2047 and is expected to boost India’s blue economy and global maritime
ambitions.

Source: Here, 26 June 2025


https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/transportation/shipping-/-transport/indias-largest-port-in-the-making-to-raise-3-5-billion-debt/articleshow/121950305.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/transportation/shipping-/-transport/gujarats-kandla-port-to-ease-vessel-congestion-ensure-steady-edible-oil-supply-chairman/articleshow/122017805.cms
https://www.msn.com/en-in/money/topstories/india-launches-first-maritime-nbfc-to-boost-port-shipping-and-blue-economy-sectors/ar-AA1HufF1?ocid=BingNewsVerp

MAZAGON DOCK MARKS FIRST FOREIGN
ACQUISITION WITH $53 MILLION COLOMBO
DOCKYARD DEAL

Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited (MDL), India’s leading defence shipyard, announced its first-
ever international acquisition by agreeing to buy a controlling stake in Colombo Dockyard PLC,
Sri Lanka’s largest shipbuilding and repair facility, for up to $52.96 million. Located at the busy
Port of Colombo, this move gives MDL a strategic foothold in the Indian Ocean region and marks
its transformation from a domestic shipbuilder to a regional maritime player with global ambitions,
aligning with India’s Maritime Amrit Kaal Vision 2047.

Source: Here, 27 June 2025

DRONE SURVEY FOR VADHVAN PORT
COMPLETED: OFFICIALS

The drone survey for Maharashtra’s Vadhvan Port project has been completed, marking a major
step forward. Officials met with local villagers, who raised concerns about compensation,
employment, and rehabilitation for those affected, especially fishermen. The Jawaharlal Nehru
Port Trust has agreed to prioritise local hiring and is preparing a compensation policy for
fishermen. The X76,200 crore port will be developed by a special purpose vehicle jointly owned by
the Jawaharlal Nehru Port Authority and Maharashtra Maritime Board.

Source: Here, 28 June 2025

MARINE ENVIRONMENT

MARINE FUNGI COULD HELP FEED THE WORLD
AND FIGHT DISEASE

Marine fungi have significant potential to help address global challenges like food security and

disease. They can be used in biotechnology to create sustainable materials, stabilise food supplies,
and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. One promising application is fermenting seaweed with
marine fungi to produce nutritious mycoprotein as an alternative protein source. Marine fungi also
produce unique chemicals, making them a promising source for new antibiotics to combat drug-
resistant infections and for developing eco-friendly pest control methods to protect crops.

Unlocking their full potential requires more research and new biotechnological tools.
Source: Here, 16 June 2025

PLASTIC BAG BANS HELP: STUDY FINDS UP TO
47% DROP IN SHORELINE BAG LITTER

Plastic bag bans and fees have led to a 25% to 47% decrease in plastic bags found as shoreline
litter, according to a large-scale study of US policies. The reduction grows over time, with no
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evidence of litter rates rebounding. State-level policies and fees tend to be more effective than local
bans. However, while these measures slow the growth of plastic bag pollution, overall plastic litter
is still increasing, just at a slower rate in areas with such policies.

Source: Here, 19 June 2025

PACIFIC OCEAN: TUVALU FACES DISAPPEARANCE
AMID RISING SEAS

Tuvalu, a Pacific island nation, faces potential disappearance by 2060 due to rising sea levels from
climate change. With its territory at risk, Tuvalu has amended its constitution to assert continued
statechood even without land and is creating a digital nation to preserve its identity and governance.
The country seeks international recognition and has secured relocation agreements for its citizens,
while also striving to protect its maritime rights. Tuvalu’s situation raises urgent legal and
humanitarian questions about the future of nations threatened by climate change.

Source: Here, 21 June 2025

SEVEN NEW FRESHWATER LOBSTER SPECIES
DISCOVERED IN W PAPUA

Researchers have discovered seven new freshwater lobster species in West Papua: Cherax veritas,
Cherax arguni, Cherax kaimana, Cherax nigli, Cherax bomberai, Cherax farhadii, and Cherax
doberai. Found in remote, pristine rivers in Misool, Kaimana, Fakfak, and Bintuni Bay, these
species were identified using a combination of morphological and genetic analysis. The discovery
highlights Papua’s status as a biodiversity hotspot and emphasises the need for conservation due
to the species’ vulnerability to environmental changes.

Source: Here, 27 June 2025

OPERATION CRAYWEED: HOW SCIENTISTS ARE
REVIVING SYDNEY’S LOST UNDERWATER
FORESTS

Operation Crayweed is restoring Sydney’s lost underwater crayweed forests, which
vanished in the 1980s due to pollution. Scientists and volunteers collect healthy male and
female crayweed, attach them to biodegradable mats on reefs, and allow natural
reproduction to establish new plants. Once established, the mats are removed, letting the
forest expand naturally. The project has already restored self-sustaining crayweed forests
at several sites, supporting marine biodiversity and providing a model for global marine

restoration efforts.
Source: Here, 28 June 2025


https://phys.org/news/2025-06-plastic-bag-shoreline-litter.html
https://maritimescrimes.com/2025/06/23/pacific-ocean-tuvalu-faces-disappearance-amid-rising-seas/
https://en.antaranews.com/news/360977/seven-new-freshwater-lobster-species-discovered-in-w-papua
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GEOPOLITICS

INDIA AND CYPRUS TO STEP UP DEFENCE,
MARITIME AND CYBERSECURITY COOPERATION,
INDIAN PM SAYS

India and Cyprus have strengthened defence, maritime, and cybersecurity cooperation during
Prime Minister Modi’s June 2025 visit. The partnership includes enhanced defence industry
collaboration, increased naval visits, joint maritime training, and real-time counter-terrorism
information sharing. Cyprus aims to serve as India’s gateway to Europe and a key link in the India-
Middle FEast-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC), promoting trade, energy, and digital
connectivity. This marks a new strategic era, emphasising regional stability, economic integration,
and security cooperation between the two democracies.

Source: Here 16 June 2025

GEOPOLITICAL CONFLICTS HIGHLIGHT A SHIP'S
NEED FOR "DIGITAL EYES"

A recent tanker collision in the Strait of Hormuz, amid intense GPS interference and AIS spoofing,
highlights the vulnerability of ship navigation systems in geopolitical hotspots. The "dark fleet"
tankers evade detection by disabling tracking, while digital manipulation undermines situational
awareness. As traditional tools like GPS and AIS become unreliable, ships urgently need Al-based
solutions to maintain navigation safety and support crews operating in this "digital fog".

Source: Here 16 June 2025

IRAN’S TOP SECURITY BODY TO WEIGH IN ON
STRAIT OF HORMUZ CLOSURE

Iran’s parliament voted to support closing the Strait of Hormuz, a key oil and gas shipping route,
following recent US military actions. However, a final decision rests with Iran’s Supreme National
Security Council, which has yet to act. Closing the strait could disrupt global energy supply and
escalate regional tensions, affecting oil prices and economic stability. The situation is being closely
watched worldwide, but no official closure order has been issued at this time.

Source: Here 23 June 2025

NAVY HOSTS 13 NATIONS ON MARITIME
SECURITY

The Indian Navy recently hosted the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium, bringing together
representatives from 13 nations, including Australia, Bangladesh, France, Kenya, Mozambique,
Oman, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Sti Lanka, Tanzania, and Thailand. The event focused
on enhancing maritime security cooperation through discussions aimed at strengthening regional
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security frameworks. This gathering underscores India’s commitment to fostering multilateral
collaboration in the Indian Ocean region to address shared maritime challenges such as piracy,
trafficking, and ensuring safe sea lanes for trade and commerce.

Source: Here 27 June, 2025

STRENGTHENING TIES: INDIA AND
MADAGASCAR BOOST DEFENCE COOPERATION

India and Madagascar have recently strengthened their defence cooperation, focusing on maritime
security and capacity building. During a visit from June 25-27, 2025, India’s Minister of State for
Defence, Sanjay Seth, met with Madagascar’s Minister of Armed Forces, Lt Gen Sahivelo Lala
Monja Delphin, and attended Madagascar’s 65th Independence Day celebrations. The talks
emphasised deepening collaboration under India’s MAHASAGAR framework, which aims for
mutual security and growth in the Indian Ocean region. India reaffirmed its commitment to
supporting Madagascar’s development and regional stability.

Source: Here 28 June, 2025


https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/india/navy-hosts-13-nations-on-maritime-security/
https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/politics/3485722-strengthening-ties-india-and-madagascar-boost-defence-cooperation

