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Making Waves 

1-15 Feb 2025 

 

MARITIME SECURITY 
DENMARK RELEASES MARITIME SECURITY 

STRATEGY 
Denmark's Global Strategy for Maritime Security has been launched, outlining efforts to protect 

freedom of navigation amid growing geopolitical tensions. The strategy is supported by multiple 

ministries and focuses on three key principles: safeguarding Danish maritime interests, upholding 

international law and promoting multilateral cooperation. Defence Minister Troels Lund Poulsen 

highlighted the impact of global conflicts on maritime security especially in the Baltic Sea and Red 

Sea. Denmark will contribute militarily and through capacity-building efforts in key regions. The 

strategy replaces earlier piracy-focused policies and includes an adaptive action plan developed in 

consultation with industry and institutions. Danish shipping leaders welcomed the strategy’s focus 

on threats such as stealing and criminal exploitation of shipping vulnerabilities. 

Editorial comment: Denmark's Global Strategy for Maritime Security shows a proactive response 

to the evolving geopolitical threats. Expanding beyond piracy, the strategy reinforces Denmark's 

commitment to multilateral cooperation, rules-based governance, and military capacity-building. 

In conjunction with a flexible action plan and engagement with the NATO, EU and IMO, this 

initiative ensures a comprehensive approach to maritime security. The emphasis on combating 

smuggling further highlights the government’s recognition of the multifaceted risks confronted by 

global shipping. 

Source: Here 06 Feb 2025 

 

INDIAN NAVY CHIEFS’ CONCLAVE 2025 HOSTED 

The Indian Navy convened the Naval Chiefs’ Conclave 2025 at Nausena Bhawan, New Delhi, on 

8–9 February, bringing together eight former naval chiefs and the current leadership. The event 

reinforced India’s maritime strategy by leveraging the experience of senior naval officers. The 

conclave featured strategic discussions on emerging maritime challenges, operational 

advancements, and human resource paradigms. A key highlight was the release of Legacy of 

Leadership: Naval Chiefs Through Time, a book chronicling the journeys of former Chiefs of 

Naval Staff. The former naval chiefs also paid tribute to fallen heroes at the National War 

Memorial.  

Editorial comment: The Indian Navy Chiefs' Conclave 2025 exemplifies the Navy's commitment 

to strategic foresight and institutional continuity. By engaging former naval chiefs in high-level 

discussions on evolving maritime challenges, the event reinforced India's dedication to maritime 

excellence. The release of Legacy of Leadership: Naval Chiefs Through Time further cemented the Navy's 

rich heritage, while tributes at the National War Memorial underscored its enduring traditions. 

With a focus on future preparedness, the conclave reaffirmed the Indian Navy's unwavering 

commitment to safeguarding national maritime interests.  

Source: Here 10 Feb 2025 

https://www.marinelink.com/news/denmark-releases-maritime-security-522037
https://maritimenews.in/indian-navy-chiefs-conclave-2025-hosted/
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INDIA STRENGTHENS MARITIME SAFETY WITH 

FIJI & SOUTH SUDAN 
Ahead of Aero India 2025, Raksha Mantri Rajnath Singh held meetings with the Defence Ministers 

of Fiji and South Sudan to strengthen maritime security and defence cooperation. With Fiji’s 

Defence Minister, Pio Tikoduadua, he discussed expanding defence ties and enhancing Maritime 

Domain Awareness (MDA). Discussions with South Sudan’s Defence Minister, Lt Gen Chol Thon 

J Balok, focused on bolstering training exchanges and industry partnerships. These discussions 

highlight India’s commitment to global security and its growing strategic partnerships with key 

nations. 

Editorial comment: Raksha Mantri Rajnath Singh’s meetings with the Defence Ministers of Fiji 

and South Sudan ahead of Aero India 2025 reinforce India’s strategic focus on maritime security 

and defence cooperation. Discussions on expanding defence ties, enhancing Maritime Domain 

Awareness with Fiji, and strengthening training exchanges with South Sudan underscore India’s 

commitment to fostering global security partnerships. These engagements reflect India’s proactive 

approach to regional stability and its role as a trusted partner in the evolving security landscape. 

Source: Here 11 Feb 2025 

 

RESURGENCE OF SOMALI PIRACY AND THE 2025 

MARITIME SECURITY OUTLOOK 
Somali piracy has resurfaced as a major threat to global shipping, with recent attacks in the Indian 

Ocean and Gulf of Aden raising alarms. In early February 2025, Somali pirates seized a Yemeni-

flagged fishing vessel, underscoring their growing operational reach. The resurgence is driven by 

reduced international naval patrols, economic instability, and regional conflicts that fuel organized 

crime. Recent trends show a rise in piracy incidents, an expanded attack range, and a shift towards 

targeting smaller, less-defended vessels which has led to increased security costs, operational 

disruptions, and rising insurance premiums for the shipping industry.  

Editorial comment: Somali piracy has once again become a global concern. These attacks 

increase security costs, disrupt ship operations and lead to higher insurance costs for vessels in 

affected areas. There is a need to renew naval operations, strengthen regional maritime security 

capabilities and invest in local economies to address the root cause. The use of convoys, improved 

defence and real-time information sharing may reduce vulnerabilities. 

Source: Here 11 Feb 2025 

 

HOUTHIS READY TO ESCALATE ATTACKS 
The Yemen-based, Iran-backed Houthis have warned of escalating attacks against Israel if it 

resumes its assault on Gaza, according to their leader Abdulmalik al-Houthi. The Houthis, who 

have already targeted Israeli and international vessels in the Red Sea, claim their actions are in 

solidarity with Gaza’s Palestinians. Their threat follows heightened tensions after Hamas accused 

Israel of violating the ceasefire agreement and halted the release of hostages. In response, Israel 

has placed its forces on high alert. The Houthis, part of Iran’s Axis of Resistance, have also 

launched long-range missiles and drones toward Israel. 

https://maritimenews.in/india-strengthens-maritime-safety-with-fiji-south-sudan/
https://www.shipuniverse.com/news/resurgence-of-somali-piracy-and-the-2025-maritime-security-outlook/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Editorial comment: The Houthis' threat to renew attacks on Israel underscores the fragile state 

of the Gaza ceasefire and broader regional instability. Their previous attacks on shipping lanes 

have already disrupted global trade, and any escalation could further inflame the West Asia crisis. 

Source: Here 11 Feb 2025 

 

 

MARITIME FORCES 
INDIAN COAST GUARD CELEBRATES ITS 49TH 

RAISING DAY 
The Indian Coast Guard celebrated its 49th Raising Day on 1 February 2025, marking its evolution 

from a modest fleet in 1977 to a formidable force with 151 ships and 76 aircraft. The ICG has 

saved over 11,730 lives, prevented illegal activities worth Rs 52,560.96 crore, and played a key role 

in disaster response and environmental protection. With its motto ‘Vayam Rakshamah’ (We 

Protect), the ICG is at the forefront of safeguarding India’s maritime interests. 

Editorial comment: The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) marked its 49th Raising Day, celebrating 

decades of maritime security. From a modest beginning, it has grown into a formidable force with 

plans for further expansion. With its motto ‘Vayam Rakshamah’ (We Protect), the ICG has saved 

thousands of lives, countered illegal activities, and strengthened disaster response. Committed to 

Make in India, it continues to modernise, enhance infrastructure, and adopt advanced technology, 

ensuring unwavering vigilance at sea. 

Source: Here 01 Feb 2025 

  

INDIAN NAVY’S FIRST TRAINING SQUADRON 

DOCKS AT SINGAPORE 
The Indian Navy's First Training Squadron (INS Sujata, INS Shardul, and ICGS Veera) arrived at 

Changi Naval Base, Singapore, on 6 February 2025 as part of its Long-Range Training Deployment 

to Southeast Asia. This visit is under the SAGAR policy which boosts maritime security and 

cooperation in the Indo-Pacific. High Commissioner of India to Singapore, Dr Shilpak Ambule 

commended Indian navy’s role in enhancing maritime security and cooperation. The visit will 

feature joint activities to enhance operational capabilities and mutual understanding between the 

Indian Navy and the Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN), including professional exchanges for 

knowledge-sharing, cross-training visits for interoperability, and friendly sports fixtures to foster 

camaraderie.  

Editorial comment: The Indian Navy’s First Training Squadron’s visit to Changi Naval Base 

highlights India’s deepening maritime ties with Singapore under the Security and Growth for all in 

the Region (SAGAR) initiative. Through combined training and strategic discussions, the visit 

strengthens regional security, interoperability, and India’s role in the Indo-Pacific. 

Source: Here 07 Feb 2025 

 

https://www.marinelink.com/news/houthis-ready-escalate-attacks-522192
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=2098736
https://maritimenews.in/indian-navys-first-training-squadron-docks-at-singapore/
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SEA POWER MOMENT SUN MAN JEROME 

STARKEY SWOOPS ON RUSSIAN WARSHIP IN 

WILDCAT CHOPPER IN DRAMATIC SHOWDOWN 

IN ENGLISH CHANNEL 
In a recent naval standoff, the Royal Navy’s HMS Iron Duke charged toward a Russian warship 

at full speed, while a Wildcat helicopter hovered just 80 feet overhead. The Sun reports that this 

move signals growing maritime tensions between Russia and the UK. The incident serves as a stark 

reminder of the importance of naval readiness and the delicate nature of international maritime 

relations. 

Editorial comment: During a recent naval encounter, the Royal Navy’s HMS Iron Duke surged 

forward at high speed toward a Russian warship, while a Wildcat helicopter circled just 80 feet 

above. As reported by The Sun, the manoeuvre highlights rising maritime tensions between the UK 

and Russia.  

Source: Here 14 Feb 2025 

 

SHIPPING, PORTS AND  

OCEAN ECONOMY 
 

EUROPEAN SHIPOWNERS WELCOME FOCUS ON 

COMPETITIVENESS 
The European Community Shipowners’ Associations (ECSA) welcome the EU’s Competitiveness 

Compass, which highlights open trade and competitiveness as key to security and growth. With 

shipping handling 76% of the EU’s international trade, its role in energy, food, and supply chain 

security is vital. The initiative builds on the Draghi report’s recommendations to strengthen 

European shipping’s global standing while streamlining processes and reducing reporting burdens. 

Editorial comment: The Competitiveness Compass rightly underscores shipping’s role in Europe’s 

security and trade, but execution is crucial. De-risking green fuel investments and strengthening 

streamlining procedures, but real competitiveness needs swift policy action and stronger backing 

against global rivals. Broad commitments must lead to decisive action. 

Source: Here 02 Feb 2025 

 

HMM SIGNS UP TO VADHAVAN PORT 
South Korean shipping giant HMM has signed an MOU with the Jawaharlal Nehru Port Authority 

(JNPA) to support India’s Vadhvan Port, set to handle 23 million TEU annually and rank among 

the world’s top 10 by 2040. With a 20m natural depth, the port will accommodate HMM’s 24,000 

TEU vessels and boost inland connectivity. Viewing India as a key growth market, HMM is 

https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/33386706/russia-warship-navy-helicopter-showdown/
https://www.marinelink.com/news/european-shipowners-welcome-focus-521782
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expanding services with new routes like INX, FIM, and IAX, reinforcing its commitment to 

terminal development and Indian operations. 

Editorial comment: HMM’s partnership with JNPA for Vadhvan Port is a strategic boost to 

India’s maritime infrastructure. With its deep draught and ambitious capacity, the port aims to 

enhance India’s position in global shipping. However, its success will depend on effective 

execution, sustained policy support, and seamless inland connectivity. 

Source: Here 03 Feb 2025 

 

SHIPPING ORGANISATIONS VOICE CONCERNS 

OVER SEAFARER SAFETY 
The Round Table of International Shipping Associations—BIMCO, ICS, INTERTANKO, and 

INTERCARGO— raised concerns over seafarer safety, rights, and unjust treatment. The Meeting 

which was held in Athens on 06 February discussed the alarming rise in criminalization, 

kidnappings, and detentions of seafarers, with cases surging from 73 in 2023 to 126 in 2024. They 

stressed the need for better data collection on unjust detentions and stronger advocacy for 

seafarers. The urgency of their efforts was reinforced by the recent release of the Galaxy Leader’s 

25-member crew after 430 days in captivity. 

Editorial comment: The Round Table of International Shipping Associations has prioritised 

seafarer safety and rights, highlighting the alarming rise in unjust detention and criminalisation. 

While piracy incidents have declined, kidnappings and wrongful imprisonments remain a serious 

concern. Addressing these challenges requires stronger international advocacy, legal protections, 

and reliable data collection to safeguard those who keep global trade moving. 

Source: Here 07 Feb 2025 

 

TRANSITS THROUGH THE PANAMA CANAL DOWN 

10%: BIMCO 
Despite no transit restrictions between September 2024 and January 2025, Panama Canal ship 

capacity was 10% below the 2019-22 average. Mr Filipe Gouveia, Shipping Analysis Manager, 

BIMCO, attributes this to shifting trade patterns, high transit fees, and alternative routes like the 

Cape of Good Hope. Dry bulk transits remain low due to changing US grain exports, while LNG 

ships avoid the canal over safety concerns and limited slots. Meanwhile, container, LPG, and car 

carrier transits have exceeded historical levels. While Dry bulk recovery remains uncertain, some 

growth is expected. 

Editorial comment: The lingering impact of Panama Canal transit restrictions highlights deeper 

shifts in global shipping. While some sectors recover, changing trade routes and cost 

considerations may alter traditional shipping patterns. The industry's adaptability will determine 

whether the canal regains its strategic importance or sees a long-term decline in relevance. 

Source: Here 07 Feb 2025 

 

 

 

https://www.themaritimestandard.com/hmm-signs-up-to-vadhavan-port/
https://www.marinelink.com/news/shipping-organizations-voice-concerns-522062
https://indiashippingnews.com/transits-through-the-panama-canal-down-10-bimco/
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NEW CRT IN UNJHA TO BECOME MAJOR 
LOGISTICS HUB 

Unjha, a major trading center in North Gujarat famous for its spice bazaars, will become a major 

logistics center with the opening of a new Container Rail Terminal (CRT). Western Railway's 

Ahmedabad Division has finished doubling the Mehsana-Palanpur railway track which will enable 

this development. The CRT is expected to move approximately 25,000 containers per year, with 

scope to go up to 50,000 containers, particularly for goods to Mundra Port. Adani Logistics Ltd 

has also shown interest in operating container trains from Unjha, enhancing connectivity and trade 

efficiency. 

Editorial comment: The new Container Rail Terminal (CRT) in Unjha will become a key logistics 

hub and will help boost trade efficiency and connectivity. The strategic location of this terminal 

will enhance multimodal transport, benefiting businesses and exporters while strengthening India’s 

supply chain network. 

Source: Here 14 Feb 2025 

 

MARINE ENVIRONMENT 
 

LOCAL AND GLOBAL COST OF ILLEGAL TUNA 

FISHING OFF SOMALIA’S COAST 
Illegal tuna fishing off Somalia's coast, particularly by Chinese vessels, is damaging the local 

communities’ livelihood, marine ecosystems, and global food resources. The overfishing of 

yellowfin tuna is costing Somalia approximately $300 million each year. Although there are bans 

on certain vessels, updated licensing systems, and partnerships with the United Nations Office on 

Drugs and Crime, the enforcement remains weak due to limited resources and corruption. The 

Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) faces challenges in regulating illegal fishing, while foreign 

fleets continue to engage in harmful practices. Without stricter regulations, improved monitoring, 

and stronger law enforcement, the yellowfin tuna population may face collapse, leading to 

significant economic and environmental crises. 

Editorial comment: Illegal tuna fishing off the coast of Somalia, primarily by Chinese vessels, 

presents a significant challenge. It threatens the livelihoods of local fishermen and disrupts the 

global food supply chain. The resulting loss of income has driven some citizens toward crime and 

piracy. Weak enforcement and widespread corruption enable these destructive fishing practices to 

persist, costing Somalia an estimated $300 million annually. Addressing this issue requires stricter 

regulations, stronger regional cooperation, and enhanced surveillance to protect tuna populations 

and support sustainable fisheries. 

Source: Here 04 Feb 2025 

 

 

 

https://indiashippingnews.com/new-crt-in-unjha-to-become-major-logistics-hub/
https://issafrica.org/iss-today/local-and-global-cost-of-illegal-tuna-fishing-off-somalia-s-coast
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HEAVY METAL TOXICITY FOUND IN CHINESE 

PORT POSES RISK TO SEAFOOD SAFETY 
Heavy metal pollution in China’s Yangshan Port is a major issue for marine life and human health. 

A study in Frontiers in Marine Science found elevated levels of arsenic and mercury in the water, 

sediments, and marine organisms, particularly those living on the seafloor. The pollution originates 

mainly from industrial, agricultural, and shipping activities. Experts highlight that arsenic poses a 

grave risk to humans as it causes poisoning and chronic health problems. They recommend 

reducing seafood consumption, although this could negatively impact local fishing communities. 

With the port's expansion adding to environmental stress, there is an urgent need for stricter 

pollution regulations and effective solutions. 

Editorial comment: Industrial waste is poisoning marine life and endangering human health. 

Stricter regulations and sustainable port management are essential to protect both ecosystems and 

livelihoods. Without intervention, seafood safety and coastal economies will suffer. Ports must 

prioritise pollution control now. 

Source: Here 07 Feb 2025 

 

SHALLOW-WATER MUSSELS SHOW RAPID 

ADAPTATION TO DEEP-SEA LIFE IN 10 DAYS 

Scientists at the Chinese Academy of Sciences have revealed new details on how sea creatures 

adapt to deep-sea habitats. This research, which was published in Communications Biology, tested 

shallow-water mussels (Mytilus galloprovincialis) under deep-sea conditions at 1,119 meters in the 

South China Sea's Site-F cold seep. In a mere 10 days, the mussels and their microbiomes were 

found to be highly similar to indigenous deep-sea species, which demonstrates quick adaptive 

changes. The key findings highlight enhanced methanotrophic bacterial dominance and changes 

in gene expression associated with stress response and immunity. The present study enhances our 

knowledge on host-microbiome interactions under extreme conditions. 

Editorial comment: Rapid adaptation of shallow-water mussels to deep-sea environments 

underscores the complex host-microbiome interaction. This research contributes to our 

knowledge of marine evolution and conservation of biodiversity, underscoring the rationale for 

continued deep-sea ecological investigations. 

Source: Here 07 Feb 2025 

 

DEEP DIVE ON DEEP-WATER REEFS FINDS NEW 

MARINE SPECIES 
Marine scientists from Te Herenga Waka, Victoria University of Wellington have possibly found 

a new sea squirt species off Rakiura Stewart Island. These ascidians found at a depth of 115 meters, 

measuring 30 cm tall are distinguished by their bizarre 'egg' shapes and their dominance of deep-

water reefs—an environment typically dominated by sponges elsewhere in New Zealand. The 

region's clear water conditions were well-suited for exploration with a remotely operated vehicle 

(ROV). The find is an indicator of the ocean's vast unknown biodiversity and emphasises the 

significance of conservation efforts in the marine environment. 

https://phys.org/news/2025-02-heavy-metal-toxicity-chinese-port.html
https://phys.org/news/2025-02-shallow-mussels-rapid-deep-sea.html
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Editorial comment: The discovery of a potentially new species of sea squirt off Rakiura Stewart 

Island is just one example of the rich, unexploited biodiversity of deep-water reefs. This discovery 

reaffirms the significance of marine conservation measures to preserve unusual and sensitive 

ecosystems. 

Source: Here 13 Feb 2025  

 

NAVIGATING UNCERTAINTY: SHIPOWNERS 

GRAPPLE WITH DECARBONIZATION 

CHALLENGES 
The shipping industry faces an 'uncertainty dilemma' in its decarbonisation efforts, according to a 

survey by London-based consultancy Houlder. Shipowners cite evolving environmental 

regulations and shifting global policies as key challenges in planning their energy transition. While 

the EU Emissions Trading System provides some clarity, stricter FuelEU Maritime penalties have 

heightened compliance urgency. The study stresses that waiting for complete certainty is not a 

viable strategy. 

Editorial comment: The shipping industry faces an "uncertainty dilemma" in decarbonisation, 

with evolving regulations and political shifts causing hesitation. While the EU ETS offers some 

clarity, strict FuelEU Maritime penalties push urgent action. Waiting isn’t viable—leading 

shipowners are adapting, leveraging partnerships, and making informed decisions to stay on course 

for sustainability. 

Source: Here 14 Feb 2025 

 

 

GEOPOLITICS 
 

HOW AFRICA CAN MAKE 2025 ITS ‘SUPER YEAR’ 

FOR OCEAN GOVERNANCE 
Africa must actively engage in global ocean governance by prioritising three key initiatives: ratifying 

the High Seas Treaty, influencing deep-water mining regulations and supporting the WTO. With 

only two African countries having ratified the High Seas Treaty, the continent risks being sidelined 

in shaping high-seas governance. The international seabed authority’s deep-sea mining regulations 

could impact Africa’s mineral economies and marine ecosystems yet no African nation has taken 

a clear stance. The 2025 UN Ocean Conference and South Africa’s G20 presidency offer strategic 

moments for Africa to assert leadership and align its ocean policies with the global framework. 

Editorial comment: Africa must support the High Seas Treaty, deep-sea mining regulations, and 

WTO fisheries policies to strengthen its engagement at global forums and transition from reactive 

to proactive leadership. The UN Ocean Conference 2025 and South Africa's G20 presidency 

present key opportunities to advocate for sustainable policies. A united stance on ocean issues 

would enable Africa to safeguard its maritime interests and drive global change. 

Source: Here 03 Feb 2025 

https://phys.org/news/2025-02-deep-reefs-marine-species.html
https://maritime-executive.com/editorials/navigating-uncertainty-shipowners-grapple-with-decarbonization-challenges
https://issafrica.org/iss-today/how-africa-can-make-2025-its-super-year-for-ocean-governance
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RUBIO PRESSURES PANAMA OVER CHINESE 

BUSINESSES NEAR CANAL 
US Secretary of State Marco Rubio cautioned Panama’s President Jose Raul Mulino that 

Washington could intervene if China’s influence over the Panama Canal isn’t checked, citing 

security concerns over a Hong Kong-based company managing nearby ports. Mulino reaffirmed 

Panama’s sovereignty but agreed to review certain Chinese business deals. Trump suggested 

reclaiming the canal if violations continued but ruled out immediate military action. The visit also 

focused on migration, with Panama weighing an expansion of a US-funded deportation deal for 

Darién Gap migrants. Meanwhile, China denied any interference in canal operations. 

Editorial comment: The US is pressuring Panama to limit Chinese influence over the canal, with 

President Trump warning of strong action if changes aren’t made. While Mulino asserts Panama’s 

sovereignty, he has agreed to review Chinese agreements. As U.S.-China tensions unfold in Latin 

America, Panama’s response will be key in shaping its future ties with both powers. 

Source: Here 02 Feb 2025 

 

DARK FLEET, DECARBONIZATION AND 

GEOPOLITICAL PRESSURES REMAIN TOP 

MARITIME FOCUS AREAS IN 2025 
The 176 Member States of the IMO are set to address various maritime issues in 2025, such as 

dark fleets, security risks, and decarbonisation. IMO Secretary-General Arsenio Dominguez 

emphasized tightening the screws on non-compliant vessels and drew attention to Red Sea attacks 

disrupting world trade. Decarbonization is a focus area, with binding emission regulations due in 

October. Other topics on the agenda are seafarer rights, ship recycling, and maritime diversity, 

highlighting the IMO's drive for industry-wide reforms.  

Editorial comment: The IMO will tackle pressing maritime issues in 2025 such as dark fleets, 

Red Sea security, and shipping decarbonisation. The pursuit continues to impose regulations, 

retrieve detained crew, and implement new emissions regulations by October. Seafarer rights and 

ship recycling are also among other priorities. 

Source: Here 15 Feb 2025  

 

USN SHIPS SAIL THROUGH TAIWAN STRAIT 
Two US Navy ships transited the Taiwan Strait, marking the first such operation under President 

Trump’s new administration. The USS Ralph Johnson and USNS Bowditch passed through 

international waters, drawing a sharp response from China. Beijing deployed forces to monitor the 

passage, warning of security risks, and reiterated its claim over Taiwan, accusing the US of 

interference. Taiwan’s military also tracked the ships but reported no unusual activity. The transit 

comes amid growing US-China tensions, including diplomatic clashes with Japan over Taiwan-

related remarks. 

Editorial comment: The US Navy’s latest Taiwan Strait transit signals commitment to freedom 

of navigation. While routine, its timing suggests a strategic message amid rising US-China friction.  

Source: Here 12 Feb 2025  

https://www.marinelink.com/news/rubio-pressures-panama-chinese-businesses-521779
https://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/pages/Dark-fleet-decarbonization-geopolitics-top-maritime-focus-areas.aspx
https://www.marinelink.com/news/usn-ships-sail-taiwan-strait-522247
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PANAMA VESSEL REGISTRY SAYS IT IS 'NOT A 

HAVEN FOR SANCTIONS EVASION' 
Panama’s Maritime Authority defended its commitment to international safety and environmental 

standards, highlighting intensified efforts to remove non-compliant vessels from its registry. The 

response follows US criticism that Panama enables sanctioned nations like Russia, Iran, and 

Venezuela to operate under its flag. Under US pressure to crack down on sanction violators, 

Panama reported a 96.5% compliance rate and reaffirmed its 'zero tolerance' stance, though it did 

not disclose the number of deregistered ships. Meanwhile, Trump has even warned of a possible 

US takeover of the Panama Canal.  

Editorial comment: Panama’s efforts to remove substandard vessels from its registry signal a 

push for compliance amid US pressure over sanctions enforcement. While it claims a “zero 

tolerance” policy, the lack of transparency on delisted ships raises doubts. The US threat to take 

control of the Panama Canal adds to the tension, highlighting Panama’s challenge in balancing 

sovereignty with global expectations. 

Source: Here 13 Feb 2025  

 

https://www.reuters.com/markets/commodities/panama-vessel-registry-says-it-is-not-haven-sanctions-evasion-2025-02-12/

