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MARITIME SECURITY 
INDIA SUPPORTS STRENGTHENING 

MARITIME SECURITY IN GULF OF 
GUINEA 

India vowed to support all national, regional, and international efforts for strengthening 

maritime security, including in the Gulf of Guinea, in consultation with countries of the 

region. Speaking at the United Nations Security Council meeting on peace and security 

in Africa, Deputy Permanent Representative R Ravindra said, "India has been engaged 

with countries in the region, particularly in the Gulf of Guinea, on maritime matters, 

including through the deployment of Navy patrols as well as the building of antipiracy 

capacities of the countries in the region. " 
 
Source: Here 23 November 2022 

PROSPEROUS INDO-PACIFIC HINGES 
ON PEACEFUL MARITIME DOMAIN: 

NAVY CHIEF 
A prosperous Indo-Pacific hinges on a peaceful maritime domain, and the Indo-Pacific 
Oceans Initiative (IPOI) holds immense potential for synchronising and synergising the 
collective efforts towards achieving it, Navy Chief Admiral R Hari Kumar said on 
Wednesday. In his address at the fourth edition of Indo-Pacific Regional Dialogue (IPRD) 
here, he also said maritime terrorism and proliferation of advanced technologies have 
“further complicated the security matrix”. "It is amply clear that a prosperous Indo-Pacific 
hinges on a peaceful maritime domain. The maritime security pillar of the IPOI seeks to 
manage this crucial element through cooperative engagement between friends and 
partners,” said the Navy Chief.  
 
Source: Here 23 November 2022 

INDO-PACIFIC REGIONAL DIALOGUE 
2022 (IPRD):  23-25 NOVEMBER 

The fourth edition of IPRD was held from 23 to 25 Nov 22. The theme of IPRD-2022 was 
‘Operationalising the Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI)’, which was articulated by the 
Hon’ble Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi in Bangkok, at the 14th East Asia Summit 
(EAS) on 04 November 2019. The IPOI Is a comprehensive and inclusive construct for 
regional cooperation that is focused on seven interconnected spokes or pillars: Maritime 
Security, Maritime Ecology, Maritime Resources, Disaster Risk-reduction and 
Management, Trade-Connectivity and Maritime Transport, Capacity-building and 
Resource sharing, and Science, Technology and Academic Cooperation. The IPRD is an 
apex level international annual conference of Indian Navy and is principal manifestation 
of Navy’s engagement at the strategic level. The National Maritime Foundation (NMF) is 
Navy’s knowledge partner and the chief organizer of each edition of the event.   
 
Source: Here 22 November 2022  

https://www.business-standard.com/topic/india
https://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/india-supports-strengthening-maritime-security-in-gulf-of-guinea-122112300102_1.html
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/prosperous-indo-pacific-hinges-on-peaceful-maritime-domain-navy-chief/articleshow/95714997.cms
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1878012
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NATO ALLIES AND PARTNERS 
DISCUSS MARITIME SECURITY 

On 21 November 2022, the NATO Military Committee invited Partner Military 

Representatives from Australia, Colombia, Finland, Republic of Korea, Morocco, Qatar, 

and Sweden, to a thematic discussion on Maritime Security and related activities. At the 

Madrid Summit, NATO Allies reiterated the importance of reinforcing NATO’s Maritime 

Posture as an integral and crosscutting part of the implementation of the Alliance’s 

deterrence and defence posture. “Alongside its Standing Naval Forces, NATO is 

reinforcing its maritime posture and taking concrete steps to improve the Alliance’s 

overall maritime situational awareness, deter and defend against all threats in the 

maritime domain, uphold freedom of navigation, secure maritime routes and protect its 

main lines of communication”, underlined Vice-Admiral Blount. 

 
Source: Here 21 November 2022  

MARITIME FORCES 
___________________________________________________________  

MEDUSA-12 MILITARY EXERCISE 
UNDERWAY IN THE MEDITERRANEAN 

SEA 
MEDUSA 12 military exercise kicked off on 19th November and went on till 25 November 
2022 in the Mediterranean Sea, Egypt. Egyptian air, naval and special forces are taking 
part in the air and naval drills. Also, forces from Greece, Cyprus, Saudi Arabia, and the US 
are participating in the Medusa-12 drills. The UAE, Bahrain, Jordan, Germany, France, 
Romania, Congo, and Morocco are partaking in the military exercises as observers. 

Source: Here 25 November 2022  

UNITED STATES NAVAL FORCES 
PARTICIPATE IN COOPERATION 

AFLOAT READINESS AND TRAINING 
(CARAT) MALAYSIA 2022 

Military personnel from Malaysia and the US Naval forces conducted the Cooperation 

Afloat Readiness and Training (CARAT) Malaysia 2022 from November 18 to 

November 30. Representing the US Navy are the Independence-variant littoral combat 

ship USS Charleston (LCS 18), a P-8A maritime patrol and reconnaissance aircraft, staff 

from Commander, Task Force (CTF) 71, CTF 72, CTF 73, CTF 75, CTF 76, and US 7th 

Fleet Band. These units integrated with 1st Marine Expeditionary Force, 11th Marine 

Expeditionary Unit, and the Royal Malaysian Navy. 

Source: Here 23 November 2022 

https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_209324.htm
https://www.military.africa/2022/11/medusa-12-military-exercise-underway-in-the-mediterranean-sea/
https://www.navy.mil/Press-Office/News-Stories/Article/3227178/united-states-naval-forces-participate-in-cooperation-afloat-readiness-and-trai/
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PIRACY, ARMED ROBBERY 
DECLINING IN GULF OF GUINEA, BUT 

ENHANCED NATIONAL, REGIONAL 
EFFORTS NEEDED FOR STABLE 

MARITIME SECURITY, TOP OFFICIAL 
TELLS SECURITY COUNCIL 

Although the Gulf of Guinea has witnessed a steady decline in incidents of piracy and 
armed robbery at sea, more needs to be done to fully operationalize the maritime security 
architecture, a senior United Nations official told the Security Council today, as speakers 
called for renewed action to tackle the root causes of piracy. Martha Ama Akyaa Pobee, 
Assistant Secretary-General for Africa in the Departments of Political and Peacebuilding 
Affairs and Peace Operations, presenting the Secretary-General’s report 
(document S/2022/818) on the situation of piracy and armed robbery at sea in the Gulf 
of Guinea, said such incidents have continued to decrease during the reporting 
period.  The steady decline resulted from concerted efforts by national authorities, with 
the support of regional and international partners; regular deployment of naval assets by 
international partners; and piracy convictions in Nigeria and Togo in 2021, among 
others.   

Source: Here 22 November 2022 

SHIPPING, PORTS AND 

OCEAN ECONOMY    
 MAERSK WILL MAKE THE 
COLLECTION OF SIX-DIGIT 

HARMONIZED SYSTEM (HS) CODES, AS 
PUBLISHED BY WORLD CUSTOMS 

ORGANIZATION (WCO), MANDATORY 
FROM JANUARY 15, 2023.  

  
Maersk will make the collection of six-digit Harmonized System (HS) Codes, as published 
by World Customs Organization (WCO), mandatory from January 15, 2023. Shipping 
Instructions received with missing or incomplete HS codes will not be processed. This is 
to ensure Maersk and its customers are compliant with providing accurate commodity 
information right first time to Customs authorities. An email will be sent to customers 
submitting non-compliant Shipping Instructions requesting the required information and 

https://undocs.org/S/2022/818
https://www.navy.mil/Press-Office/News-Stories/Article/3212584/us-uk-and-saudi-arabia-complete-naval-exercise-in-arabian-gulf/
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a draft bill of lading will not be available until this provided. This policy will be applied to 
all Export, Import and transhipment cargo movements. The move comes as many 
Customs authorities are making Harmonized Commodity Codes mandatory in Customs 
Manifest declarations. 
 

Source: Here 28 November 2022 

VESSELS MUST VACATE AUSTRALIAN 
PORTS AHEAD OF LOCKOUT 

Inchcape Shipping Services said vessels were needed to leave Australia’s Port of Newcastle 
and Port Kembla ahead of a lockout of Svitzer’s harbour towage crews. Inchcape advised 
that all vessels that require tug assistance will was ready in all aspects to depart the port 
by the morning of November 17 ready for co-ordinated. Svitzer will not tow vessels in or 
out of the 17 Australian ports it operates in. For the Port of Newcastle, vessels have been 
asked to vacate due to the expected lack of tugs available to respond to any emergencies. 
 
Source: Here 16 November 2022 

MARINE ENVIRONMENT 
STRUCTURE OF NEW PLASTICS 

TREATY: SPECIFIC OR FRAMEWORK?  

Earlier in 2022, the UN Environment Assembly (UNEA) requested the UN Environment 
Programme (UNEP) Executive Director to convene an Intergovernmental Negotiating 
Committee (INC) to develop an international legally binding instrument on plastic 
pollution, including in the marine environment, by the end of 2024. One of the 
fundamental decisions negotiators will have to make as they embark on this process is 
how the new agreement will be structured. 
 
Source: Here 30 November 2022 

PROMOTING SUSTAINABLE TRADE AS 
A SAFETY NET FOR MARINE 

WILDLIFE 
Global legal trade in wildlife is estimated to generate $220 billion a year in revenue, according 
to the World Wildlife Trade Report recently released by the Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). UNCTAD contributed to the 
report that gives insights and analysis into the global trade in animals and plants regulated 
under the CITES treaty. CITES regulates global trade in nearly 40,000 plant and animal 
species to ensure their survival. “The commercial trade of wildlife while conserving species and 
ecosystems contributes to improving the livelihoods of local communities,” UNCTAD 
Secretary-General Rebeca Grynspan said. “It is therefore important to ensure that 
international trade in CITES-listed species is sustainable, legal and traceable,” she added. 

Source: Here 25 November 2022 
 

https://www.maersk.com/news/articles/2022/11/28/asia-pacific-market-update-november
https://www.seatrade-maritime.com/ports/vessels-must-vacate-australian-ports-ahead-lockout
https://sdg.iisd.org/commentary/policy-briefs/structure-of-new-plastics-treaty-specific-or-framework/
https://cites.org/sites/default/files/documents/E-CoP19-Inf-24.pdf
https://unctad.org/news/promoting-sustainable-trade-safety-net-marine-wildlife
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UN’S HIGHEST ENVIRONMENTAL 
HONOUR CELEBRATES ECOSYSTEM 

RESTORATION 
The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) on 22nd November announced its 
2022 Champions of the Earth, honouring a conservationist, an enterprise, an economist, 
a women’s rights activist, and a wildlife biologist for their transformative action to 
prevent, halt and reverse ecosystem degradation. Every year, the planet loses forest 
cover equivalent to the size of Portugal. Oceans are being overfished and polluted, with 11 
million tonnes of plastic alone ending up in marine environments annually. One million 
species are at risk of extinction as their habitats disappear or become polluted. 
 
Source: Here 22 November 2022 
 

PLASTICS TSUNAMI: CAN A 
LANDMARK TREATY STOP WASTE 

FROM CHOKING THE OCEANS? 

United Nations secretary-general António Guterres has proclaimed it “the most important 
deal since the Paris Agreement”. The Nairobi resolution calls for full-life-cycle 
assessments, from fossil-fuel well heads — where 99% of the raw materials for plastics 
originate — to final disposal. The resolution also requires action plans at national, regional 
and international levels that work towards preventing, reducing and eliminating plastic 
pollution. 

 
Source: Here 22 November 2022 
 

IN DEEP WATERS: INDIA'S SEA 
CUCUMBERS IN ILLEGAL WILDLIFE 

TRADE – 

The new report – In Deep Waters: India's sea cucumbers in illegal wildlife trade 
– found at least 101.40 tonnes and 6,976 sea cucumber in illicit wildlife trade 
in India for 2010-2021. It was released ahead of World Fisheries Day on 21 November 
2022, a day dedicated to highlighting the critical importance of healthy ocean ecosystems 
and the need to ensure sustainable fisheries stocks. The report looked into the reasons 
behind the unsustainable sea cucumber trade and found that demand for sea cucumbers 
in East Asian and Southeast Asian markets, along with the ease of harvest and low 
processing costs (drying), are proving detrimental to the species and their survival in 
India. According to the seizure reports, Sri Lanka, China, and Southeast Asia were the top 
three destinations for sea cucumbers trafficked from India. 
 
Source: Here 17 November 2022 
 

https://www.unep.org/championsofearth/
https://www.unep.org/resources/state-worlds-forests-forests-biodiversity-and-people
https://www.unep.org/resources/state-worlds-forests-forests-biodiversity-and-people
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/press-release/uns-highest-environmental-honour-celebrates-ecosystem-restoration
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-022-03793-3
https://www.traffic.org/publications/reports/in-deep-water-indias-sea-cucumbers-in-illegal-wildlife-trade/
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GEOPOLITICS 
 

MEDITERRANEAN REGION AIMS TO 
LEAD THE WAY IN CIRCULAR 

ECONOMY PUSH 
The Mediterranean Sea, which covers 1% of the world’s marine surface, stretches across a 
46,000 kilometre-coastline, spans 24 countries and is home to over 150 million people. 
Still, its value is estimated at $5.6 trillion as it rakes in a yearly $450 billion in gross 
marine product (GMP) which amounts to 3% of the EU’s GDP as 20% of the world’s global 
marine production is concentrated there. This year’s annual UN climate conference 
(COP27), hosted by Egypt, was the opportunity for environmental actors to make their 
concerns known. For them, maritime activities – the blue economy – must become more 
environmentally-friendly and move towards a new model: the circular economy. 

Source: Here 28 November 2022 

SOUTH ASIA IS AT THE CENTER OF 
GLOBAL GEOPOLITICS 

Putting confidence in India by the leaders of Southeast Asia to secure the region’s security 
affairs is a significant development. It virtually indicates India’s emergence as a great 
power in Southeast Asia, and by extension, in Asia itself. The significance of Southeast 
Asia lies in the fact that this crucial strategic region connects the Indian and the Pacific 
Oceans and includes some of the most important maritime chokepoints.  In the Southeast 
Asian region, India has a land border with only one country, Myanmar, which was fixed 
by their British colonial rulers in 1937. It has maritime borders with three Southeast Asian 
states: Myanmar, Thailand, and Indonesia. India’s maritime boundaries with Thailand 
and Indonesia were fixed through a trilateral agreement in 1978, while India’s maritime 
boundary with Myanmar was finalized in 1987. The situation, however, continues to 
remain unaltered and sensitive in the South Asian region where Pakistan continues to 
raise the Kashmir issue at every possible forum. 
 

Source: Here 25 November 2022 

FRANCE AIMS TO LURE INDIA FROM 
ITS MAIN ARMS DEALER: RUSSIA 

Russia’s growing unreliability as an arms supplier is giving France a prime opportunity to 
swoop in and accelerate its moves to make New Delhi one of the cornerstones of President 
Emmanuel Macron’s major strategic push in the Indo-Pacific region. Since 1993, India 
and France have conducted joint naval exercises and France is already India’s No. 2 
weapons supplier after Russia. It only counts in France’s favor that its war in Ukraine has 
widely exposed concerns about the quality of Russian weapons and Moscow’s ability to 
meet production deadlines for export under sanctions. 
  
Source: Here 25 November 2022      
 

https://planbleu.org/en/page-theme/blue-economy/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/circular-economy/news/mediterranean-region-aims-to-lead-the-way-in-circular-economy-push/
https://www.theindianpanorama.news/myanmar/
https://www.theindianpanorama.news/kashmir/
https://www.theindianpanorama.news/opinion/perspective/south-asia-is-at-the-center-of-global-geopolitics/
https://indiannavy.nic.in/content/20th-edition-india-france-naval-exercise-varuna-%E2%80%93-2022#:~:text=The%2020th%20edition%20of%20the,Navies%20were%20initiated%20in%201993.
https://www.politico.eu/article/france-eyes-opportunity-for-geopolitical-realignment-in-india-indo-pacific-russia-arms-modi-macron-putin-g20/
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INDIA, ASEAN MUST WORK 
TOGETHER FOR MARITIME SECURITY 

IN THE REGION: RAJNATH IN 
CAMBODIA 

The maiden India-ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting was held in Cambodia on 24th of 
November 2022 during which Defence Minister Rajnath Singh proposed two major 
initiatives for further expanding the scope and the depth of defence ties. The meeting, 
jointly chaired by Singh and his Cambodian counterpart, General Samdech Pichey Sena 
Tea Banh, was held at Siem Reap to mark the 30th anniversary of India-ASEAN relations 
in 2022, which has also been designated as ‘ASEAN-India Friendship Year’, the defence 
ministry said in a statement here. 
 
Source: Here 24 November 2022 
  

CAN IRAN COUNTER ITS RIVALS IN 
CENTRAL ASIA THROUGH 

CONNECTIVITY PUSH? 
Central Asia is becoming a competing ground for regional and extra regional powers with 
Russia losing its influence in the region because of war with Ukraine. While China has 
been taking steps to replace Russia as an influential power in the region since long time, 
other powers such as the United States, the European Union and Turkey are keen as well 
to gain greater footprints in Central Asia. At the same time Iran is also pushing forward 
with initiatives to strengthen its ties with Central Asia. Iran is also involved in three major 
projects – the Chabahar Port, the International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC) 
and the Ashgabat Agreement. The Chabahar Port, developed by India, connects India to 
Iran, Afghanistan, and Central Asia. It allows India to circumvent Pakistan and create 
maritime access for the landlocked Afghanistan and Central Asian countries.  

Source: Here 19 November 2022 

 

  

 

https://twitter.com/rajnathsingh
https://www.eastmojo.com/national/2022/11/24/india-asean-must-work-together-for-maritime-security-in-the-region-rajnath-in-cambodia/
https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/growing-chinese-influence-over-central-asia/
https://www.nation.com.pk/07-Nov-2022/us-diplomat-to-travel-to-central-asian-countries-to-reinforce-bilateral-relations
https://astanatimes.com/2022/10/astana-hosts-first-regional-central-asia-eu-high-level-meeting/
https://www.anixneuseis.gr/the-gray-wolf-returns-to-central-asia-turkeys-ambitions-for-the-region/
https://www.tasnimnews.com/en/news/2022/09/15/2774845/closer-ties-with-central-asia-a-top-priority-for-iran-president
https://thegeopolitics.com/can-iran-counter-its-rivals-in-central-asia-through-connectivity-push/

