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MARITIME SECURITY 
  

 NATO DEPUTY SECRETARY GENERAL 
DISCUSSES IMPORTANCE OF BLACK 

SEA SECURITY 
Deputy Secretary General Mircea Geoană on 15 November 2022 thanked Romania for its 

“strong political, military and diplomatic leadership” in NATO. Mr. Geoană was speaking 

at an event organised by the Romanian Ministry of Defence about the impact of the war 

in Ukraine on Black Sea security and NATO’s ongoing adaptation through the new 

Strategic Concept. He held Russia guilty for using the Black Sea region, as a launch pad 

for aggressive actions, since the last two decades. That is why he said that the NATO 

needed to reaffirm the strategic importance of the Black Sea region in NATO's new 

Strategic Concept that our leaders endorsed in Madrid in the Summit last June,” he said.  

Source: Here 15 November 2022 

SEA VIGIL-22 COASTAL DEFENCE 
EXERCISE TO ENHANCE INDIA’S 

MARITIME SECURITY 

The Indian Navy began the largest nationwide Coastal Defence Exercise Sea Vigil-22 on 
November 15, 2022.This was the third edition of the ‘Pan-India’ Coastal Defence Exercise 
‘Sea Vigil-22’ and was conducted for two days. In January 2021, the second edition of Sea 
Vigil was held. This national level coastal defence exercise was conceptualized in 2018 to 
validate various measures that have been instituted towards enhancing maritime security 
since ‘26/11’. Coastal security being a major subset of the coastal defence construct, the 
concept of ‘Sea Vigil’ is to activate the coastal security apparatus across India and assess 
the overarching coastal defence mechanism. The exercise is being undertaken along the 
entire 7516 km coastline and Exclusive Economic Zone of India. It involves all the coastal 
states and union territories along with other maritime stakeholders, including the fishing 
and coastal communities. 

Source:  Here 15 November 2022 

EVENTS WITHIN THE BLACK SEA 
CONTINUE TO PROGRESS WITH 

RUSSIA RE-JOINING THE BLACK SEA 
GRAIN INITIATIVE 

Events within the Black Sea continue to progress with Russia re-joining the Black Sea 
Grain initiative having initially withdrawn in response to attacks on Russian Naval 
vessels at Sevastopol. Such a move indicates strongly that Russia views active 
participation in the initiative as key to Russia’s wider strategic aims. Russia has 
continued to seek to cast doubt on its willingness to renew the deal post 19 November 22 

https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_209044.htm?selectedLocale=en
https://newsonair.com/2022/11/15/sea-vigil-22-coastal-defence-exercise-to-enhance-indias-maritime-security/
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with Russia actively seeking concessions and sanctions reprieve on a range of 
agricultural products and is tying these with its renewal prospects. Beyond the grain 
initiative, Russia has shown its willingness to continue to target Ukrainian national 

infrastructure, it is likely that such targets will continue to include port areas out with 
those contained within the grain initiative.  

Source: Here 08 November 2022 

VIOLATIONS BY MERCENARIES AND 
PRIVATE MILITARY AND SECURITY 
COMPANIES HIGHLIGHT URGENT 

NEED FOR MARITIME SECURITY 
OVERSIGHT: UN EXPERTS 

A growing reliance on private contractors to protect vessels, commercial shipping, 
offshore platforms, ports, and other maritime infrastructure has exposed human rights 
violations perpetrated by private military and security companies, mercenaries and 
others, UN experts said. A report presented to the General Assembly by the Working 
Group on the use of mercenaries explores how the maritime security sector has evolved 
as a direct response to the challenge of piracy and other threats, including interstate 
warfare or militarised disputes, and terrorism in multiple geographical regions. 

Source: Here 01 November 2022 

MARITIME FORCES 
___________________________________________________________ 

INS TRIKAND PARTICIPATION IN THE 
COMBINED MARITIME FORCES 

FOCUSED OPERATION - SEA SWORD 2 
INS Trikand participated in the Combined Maritime Forces (CMF) led Focused Operation 
“Sea Sword 2” in the Northwest Arabian Sea from 06 to 14 November 2022. The ship 
participated with other multinational forces and regional partner navies to counter 
terrorism, prevent narcotics trade and stop smuggling entities from using the seas for 
their nefarious activities. The Indian Navy’s long range maritime patrol aircraft also 
participated in the operation and provided air support. This effort was a part of the Indian 
Navy’s commitment to ensuring safety of the seas and collective security in the region as 
espoused by the SAGAR vision of the Hon'ble Prime Minister of India. 

Source: Here 15 November 2022       

 

 

 

 

   

https://channel16.dryadglobal.com/weekly-maritime-security-threat-advisory-7th-november-2022
https://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/Get?OpenAgent&DS=A/77/268&Lang=E
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/11/violations-mercenaries-and-private-military-and-security-companies-highlight
https://indiannavy.nic.in/content/ins-trikand-participation-combined-maritime-forces-focused-operation-sea-sword-2
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 MINISTERS FROM 40+ COUNTRIES 
JOIN FORCES FOR THE 2022 CLIMATE 

AND CLEAN AIR MINISTERIAL 

At the 27th Conference of the Parties of the UNFCCC (COP 27), ministers and leaders from 
more than 40 Climate and Clean Air Coalition (CCAC) countries came together alongside 
dozens of partners from intergovernmental organisations, businesses, scientific 
institutions and civil society organisations to announce new collaborative efforts, report 
actions undertaken at home, and reaffirm their commitment to slashing short-lived 
climate pollutants (SLCPs) for human and planetary health. As the devastating impacts of 
climate change have become increasingly more apparent around the globe, and against a 
backdrop of the UN Environment’s Emissions Gap report which indicates that we are on 
a 2.8° C track, the CCAC’s work to reduce SLCP emissions has become more important 
than ever.  

Source: Here 15 November 2022 

INTERNATIONAL NAVAL COALITION 
HOSTS STAKEHOLDERS 

CONFERENCE IN BAHRAIN 
Established in 2019, the International Maritime Security Construct (IMSC) was formed 
in response to increased threats to freedom of navigation for merchant mariners 
transiting international waters in the Middle East. “Three years is a significant milestone 
and one that underscores our collective commitment to maritime security in the region,” 
said Vice Adm. Brad Cooper, commander of US Naval Forces Central Command, US 5th 
Fleet and Combined Maritime Forces. IMSC is one of two major international 
partnerships based in the Middle East that Cooper leads. The half-day conference 
included speakers and panellists who presented topics on maritime security, coalition and 
industry partnerships, and innovation. More than 70 military and industry 
representatives participated virtually from remote locations around the world and in 
person at US 5th Fleet headquarters in Bahrain. 
 
Source: Here 15 November 2022   

JAPAN HOSTS AUSTRALIA, INDIA, US 
IN NAVAL EXERCISE MALABAR 2022 

2022 marked the 26th iteration of the Malabar series of exercises, which began in 1992 
between the United States and India. The exercise has evolved in scope and partnerships 
and now includes Japan and Australia. This is the third time that all four nations have 
participated in Malabar to advance the collective planning, integration and employment 
of advanced warfare tactics between participating nations. Opening ceremonies kicked-
off exercise Malabar 2022, Nov. 8, followed by scheduled at-sea exercises involving naval 
ships, aircraft and personnel from Australia, India, Japan, and the United States in the 
Philippine Sea, off the coast of Japan. 
 

Source: Here 11 November 2022  
 

https://unfccc.int/event/cop-27
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/press-release/ministers-40-countries-join-forces-2022-climate-and-clean-air
https://www.navy.mil/Press-Office/News-Stories/Article/3218299/us-naval-forces-intercept-explosive-material-bound-for-yemen/
https://www.navy.mil/Press-Office/News-Stories/Article/3216935/japan-hosts-australia-india-us-in-naval-exercise-malabar-2022/
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US, UK, AND SAUDI ARABIA 
COMPLETE NAVAL EXERCISE IN 

ARABIAN GULF 
Naval forces from the United States, United Kingdom and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
completed a weeklong maritime exercise called Nautical Defender in the Arabian Gulf, 
Nov. 7. The multilateral training event involved US Naval Forces Central Command 
(NAVCENT), Royal Saudi Navy’s Eastern Fleet, UK’s Royal Navy, and observers from 
regional nations. Partners focused on maritime security, vessel boarding procedures, 
explosive ordinance disposal and other training drills ashore in Saudi Arabia and at sea. 
In addition to personnel from the US Navy, Marine Corps, Army and Coast Guard, 
participating US ships included USS Delbert D. Black (DDG 119), USS Devastator (MCM 
6), USCGC Charles Moultrope (WPC 1141) and USCGC Robert Goldman (WPB 1142). 
NAVCENT is headquartered in Manama, Bahrain and includes maritime forces operating 
in the Arabian Gulf, Gulf of Oman, Red Sea, parts of the Indian Ocean and three critical 
choke points at the Strait of Hormuz, Suez Canal and Bab al-Mandeb. 
 
Source: Here  08 November 2022  

BORDER FORCE INSPECTOR BRINGS 
NEW CAPABILITY 

Aboard HMAS Adelaide for Indo-Pacific Endeavour 2022 (IPE22), Australian Border 
Force Marine Unit Veteran Inspector Damon Bailey is now half a world away from the 
waters he usually patrols. As Australia looks for whole-of-government responses to civil 
maritime security issues, Australian Border Force (ABF) officers such as Inspector Bailey 
are now working with the ADF and regional partners more often. Inspector Bailey, 
Commanding Officer of the Cape-class cutter Cape York, is the first ABF officer to 
participate in an Indo-Pacific Endeavour, the ADF’s premier regional engagement 
activity. 

Source: Here 04 November 2022 

SHIPPING, PORTS AND 

OCEAN ECONOMY   
THE GLOBAL SHIPPING INDUSTRY IS 

FACING A NEW PROBLEM — TOO 
MANY CONTAINERS 

While there was a shortage of containers at the height of the Covid pandemic, the global 
economy is now facing the opposite problem: too many containers. Traders and shippers 
say the decline in global consumer demand is not a sign the global economy is normalizing 
after a frantic post-lockdown consumption rush but a downward shift in consumption 

https://english.elpais.com/international/2022-12-30/rescuers-search-for-26-migrants-missing-on-sea-journey-from-colombia-to-nicaragua.html
https://www.defence.gov.au/news-events/news/2022-11-04/border-force-inspector-brings-new-capability
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appetites.  Blank or cancelled sailings are also on the rise in what is usually the opposite, 
as the year’s biggest spending period approaches. 
 
Source: Here 11 November 2022  

USNS COMFORT ARRIVES IN 
COLOMBIA 

Hospital ship USNS Comfort (T-AH 20) arrived in Cartagena, Colombia, in support of US 
Naval Forces Southern Command/US 4th Fleet’s Continuing Promise 2022 (CP22) 
mission, Nov. 11. This visit marked the third of five mission stops as part of CP22 and the 
eleventh visit to Colombia since 2007. “The impact Continuing Promise 2022 has 
showcased so far in both Guatemala and Honduras has surpassed mission expectations,” 
said Capt. Kathryn Elliott, commanding officer of Medical Training Facility (MTF) aboard 
the hospital ship USNS Comfort (T-AH 20). “From exceeding the number of planned 
patients seen, to repairing important medical equipment, our team has expressed a 
passion for this mission, these countries, and building relationships. We are looking 
forward to continuing this work in Colombia.” 
Source: Here 11 November 2022 

DESCARTES RELEASES NOVEMBER 
REPORT ON GLOBAL SHIPPING 

CRISIS: US IMPORTS STABILIZE, BUT 
PORT DELAYS CONTINUE TO RECEDE 

Descartes Systems Group (Nasdaq: DSGX) (TSX:DSG), the global leader in uniting 
logistics-intensive businesses in commerce, released its November report on the ongoing 
global shipping crisis and for logistics and supply chain professionals. The report shows 
that October US container import volumes were consistent with September despite 
another decrease in Chinese import volumes. Port delay reductions did show signs of 
progress, but major East and Gulf Coast ports still have extended wait times versus major 
West Coast ports. 

Source:  Here   07 November 2022 

LAUNCH OF THE GREEN SHIPPING 
CHALLENGE AT COP27 

Greenhouse gas emissions from the shipping sector are significant, increasing, and on a 
trajectory that is incompatible with the goals of the Paris Agreement.  Compared with country 
emissions, the sector would rank among the top 10 largest emitters globally. To help place the 
sector on a pathway to align with the goal to limit global temperature rise to 1.5°, the United 
States and Norway organized the Green Shipping Challenge for COP27. This challenge is 
strongly supported by the High-Level Panel for a Sustainable Ocean Economy. The Challenge 
encouraged governments, ports, and companies to prepare commitments to spur the 
transition to green shipping. 

Source:  Here 07 November 2022   

 

 

 

https://www.cnbc.com/2022/11/11/global-shipping-industry-faces-a-new-problem-too-many-containers.html
https://www.navy.mil/Press-Office/News-Stories/Article/3216971/usns-comfort-arrives-in-colombia/
https://www.descartes.com/resources/knowledge-center/global-shipping-crisis-october-us-container-volumes-consistent-but-port-delays-declining
https://www.supplychaindive.com/press-release/20221107-descartes-releases-november-report-on-global-shipping-crisis-us-imports/
https://www.state.gov/launch-of-the-green-shipping-challenge-at-cop27/
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 USS RHODE ISLAND (SSBN 740) 
ARRIVES IN GIBRALTAR 

The US Navy Ohio-class ballistic missile submarine USS Rhode Island (SSBN 740) arrived 
in Gibraltar for a scheduled port visit, Nov. 1, 2022. This brief stop in the US Naval Forces 
Europe area of operations demonstrates the flexibility and adaptability submarines bring 
to US and allied forces in the region. The last time a US Navy SSBN conducted a port visit 
to Gibraltar was USS Alaska (SSBN 732) in June 2021. “Rhode Island’s port visit to 
Gibraltar reinforces our ironclad commitment to our allies and partners in the region. The 
US and U.K. share a strong history of cooperation, through exercises, operations, and 
cooperation activities such as this, that enhance our combined capabilities and 
partnership,” said Capt. John Craddock, commander, Task Force 69.   
 
Source: Here 01 November 2022 

MARINE ENVIRONMENT 
   

WHY PROTECTING THE OCEAN AND 
WETLANDS CAN HELP FIGHT THE 

CLIMATE CRISIS 
As the United Nations Climate Conference (COP27) unfolds in Egypt, there are growing 
calls for countries to protect conserve and restore the ocean, which experts say is crucial 
for reducing further global warming and helping communities adapt to the fallout from 
the climate crisis; as well as keeping the ocean healthy and productive. 
 
Source: Here 11 November 2022 
 

  SUSTAINABLE OCEANS INITIATIVE 
LOOKS TO CBD, BBNJ TALKS TO 

PLAN AHEAD 
Representatives of regional seas organisations (RSOs), regional fishery bodies (RFBs), 
and international organisations and initiatives came together with experts from 
governments and non-governmental organisations (NGOs) to consider updates on 
activities to advance cooperation at the regional scale within the framework of the 
Sustainable Oceans Initiative (SOI). 

Source: Here 09 November 2022 

NEGOTIATIONS TO CONSERVE 
ANTARCTIC OCEAN END IN 

STALEMATE ON MANY ISSUES 

The 41st annual meeting of the Commission for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine 
Living Resources (CCAMLR), the intergovernmental body charged with conserving 
marine life in the Southern Ocean and managing fisheries there, ended Nov. 4 with little 

https://www.navy.mil/Press-Office/News-Stories/Article/3205676/uss-rhode-island-ssbn-740-arrives-in-gibraltar/
https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/climate-action/unep-climate-cop27
https://unfccc.int/news/blueing-the-paris-agreement-at-cop27
https://unfccc.int/news/blueing-the-paris-agreement-at-cop27
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/why-protecting-ocean-and-wetlands-can-help-fight-climate-crisis
https://sdg.iisd.org/news/sustainable-oceans-initiative-looks-to-cbd-bbnj-talks-to-plan-ahead/
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progress made on several key issues. In 2009 CCAMLR committed to creating a network 
of marine protected areas to preserve Antarctic ecosystems. It established one that year 
and another in 2016, but since then China and Russia have repeatedly blocked the creation 
of additional protected areas, as well as other conservation-related measures. 

Source: Here 07 November 2022 

GEMS OCEAN PROGRAMMEME 
OFFICIALLY ENDORSED BY THE UN 

OCEAN DECADE 
  

In response to the second Call for Decade Actions, the Global Environment Monitoring 

System for the Ocean and Coasts (GEMS Ocean) Programme  was officially endorsed in 

September 2022 by the UN Ocean Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development 

(2021-2030). This milestone helps the GEMS Ocean Programme and UNEP with 

cooperating and networking with international experts and institutions, joining projects 

and initiatives within the UN Ocean Decade framework. 

Source: Here 03 November 2022 

GEOPOLITICS 
THE GEOPOLITICS OF DEEP-SEA 

MINING AND GREEN TECHNOLOGIES 
For the first time, the International Energy Agency reported that global demand for fossil 
fuels will peak or plateau in the next decade as the world transitions to renewable energy. 
This is a welcome development ahead of the 27th U.N. Climate Change Conference 
(COP27), which includes a focus on the “promise of innovation and clean technologies” to 
mitigate the climate crisis. However, there is often a disconnect between the prospect of 
green technologies and the reality surrounding the minerals and materials required to 
produce them. 

Source: Here 03 November 2022 

CHINA’S NAVY SETS RECORD PACE 
FOR INTRUSIONS INTO JAPAN’S 

TERRITORIAL SEA 
The Japanese Ministry of Defence announced on November 2 that a Chinese naval survey 
vessel entered Japan’s territorial waters in the early hours of the same day. It was the 
fourth time that a People’s Liberation Army Navy (PLAN) vessel had intruded into Japan’s 
waters this year, a record high. It also marked the eighth time that a Chinese navy ship 
intruded into Japan’s waters.  

Source: Here 03 November 2022 

 

 

https://news.mongabay.com/2022/11/negotiations-to-conserve-antarctic-ocean-end-in-stalemate-on-many-issues/
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/global-environment-monitoring-system-for-the-ocean-and-coasts-gems-ocean-programme
https://www.oceandecade.org/actions/global-environment-monitoring-system-for-the-ocean-and-coasts-gems-ocean-programme
https://www.oceandecade.org/
https://www.oceandecade.org/
https://www.unep.org/technical-highlight/gems-ocean-programme-officially-endorsed-un-ocean-decade
https://www.iea.org/news/world-energy-outlook-2022-shows-the-global-energy-crisis-can-be-a-historic-turning-point-towards-a-cleaner-and-more-secure-future
https://cop27.eg/#/
https://www.usip.org/publications/2022/11/geopolitics-deep-sea-mining-and-green-technologies
https://thediplomat.com/2022/11/chinas-navy-sets-record-pace-for-intrusions-into-japans-territorial-sea/
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UNPACKING SOUTH KOREA’S 
RECOVERY OF A NORTH KOREAN 

MISSILE AT SEA 
On November 9, South Korea’s defense ministry revealed the findings of an investigation 

into a North Korean missile launch, after having recovered the remains of the missile in 

question at sea two days prior. Of the 23 North Korean missiles fired on November 2, one 

made an unprecedented landing south of the two Koreas’ de facto maritime border, falling 

60 kilometers off the South Korean coast. A mission to recover the downed missile was 

seen as an opportunity to gain key intelligence on Pyongyang’s missile programmes. 

 
Source: Here 10 November 2022      

SRI LANKA, INDIA DISCUSSES 
COMMON MARITIME CHALLENGES 
FACED BY THEIR NAVIES IN INDIAN 

OCEAN 
The navies of India and Sri Lanka have discussed ways to strengthen bilateral cooperation 
and actions to overcome common maritime challenges faced by the navies and coast guard 
personnel of the two countries in the Indian Ocean. The 32nd international maritime 
boundary line (IMBL) meeting between Sri Lankan and Indian navies was held here on 
board SLNS Sayura off the coast of Kankesanthurai in the north on Friday, the Sri Lanka 
Navy said in a press release. 
 

Source: Here 05 November 2022  

https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/north-korea-fires-ballistic-missile-says-south-korean-military-2022-11-02/
https://thediplomat.com/2022/11/unpacking-south-koreas-recovery-of-a-north-korean-missile-at-sea/
https://www.gov.lk/welcome.html
https://www.eastmojo.com/news/2022/11/05/sri-lanka-india-discuss-common-maritime-challenges-faced-by-their-navies-in-indian-ocean/

