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MARITIME SECURITY 
  

PARLIAMENT PASSES ANTI-PIRACY 
BILL TO ENSURE INDIA'S MARITIME 

SECURITY 
A measure that calls for "prevention of maritime piracy and stringent punishment to those 
guilty of such crimes" was enacted by parliament on December 21. By voice voting on 
Wednesday, the Rajya Sabha approved the Maritime Anti-Piracy Bill 2022. On Monday, 
the Lok Sabha approved the measure. External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar moved the 
bill for discussion and approval in the Rajya Sabha, claiming that it has measures to deter 
marine piracy, would improve India's maritime security, and will provide it with a 
powerful legal tool to confront the threat. 
 
Source: Here 21 December 2022  

 INDIA WRAPS UP UNSC PRESIDENCY 
WITH FOCUS ON TERRORISM, 

GLOBAL SOUTH, AND MARITIME 
SECURITY 

  
On December 22, India concluded its month-long presidency of the UN Security Council 

(UNSC), with a particular emphasis on terrorism, the Global South, and maritime 

security. Ruchira Kamboj, India's permanent representative to the UN, said that India did 

not hesitate to raise its voice against the shared enemy of mankind, such as terrorism, 

during the last planned meeting of the UNSC for the year and India's tenure on the 

council. Regarding India's goals in the UNSC, Kamboj stated that Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi had stated that India will use the prestige and expertise of being the 

largest democracy in the world for the benefit of the whole globe when New Delhi first 

joined the Council two years ago. 

Source: Here 23 December 2022 

 US, REGIONAL PARTNERS FORM 
MULTINATIONAL BOARDING TEAM IN 

MIDDLE EAST 
On December 15, the US 5th Fleet concluded a two-week multinational vessel boarding 

integration exercise with Middle Eastern regional nations. 

Participants included sailors and coast guards from Bahrain and other nearby countries 

as well as the United States. Before conducting operations at sea from the guided-missile 

destroyer USS The Sullivans (DDG 68) in the Gulf of Oman, all crew underwent a 

classroom exchange at the US 5th Fleet headquarters in Bahrain. 

Source: Here 26 December 2022 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/parliament-passes-anti-piracy-bill-to-ensure-india-s-maritime-security-122122101077_1.html
https://newsonair.gov.in/News?title=India-wraps-up-UNSC-presidency-with-focus-on-terrorism%2C-Global-South-and-maritime-security&id=452861
https://www.hstoday.us/subject-matter-areas/maritime-security/u-s-regional-partners-form-multinational-boarding-team-in-middle-east/
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 USS HERSHEL “WOODY” WILLIAMS 
(ESB 4) SPENDS CHRISTMAS IN DAR 

ES SALAAM, TANZANIA 
Through improved marine awareness, response capabilities, and infrastructure, NAVAF's 

continued maritime security collaboration with African partners aims to improve 

maritime safety and security. Additionally, it covers a range of drills and activities carried 

out across the US Africa Command's (AFRICOM) operational area by partners and allies 

in Europe, Africa, and the United States. The Hershel "Woody" Williams, a battleship 

employed by the US Sixth Fleet, is the first warship permanently assigned to the 

AFRICOM area of responsibility and is forward deployed to the NAVAF area of operations. 

Source: Here  26 December 2022 

INDIA, CYPRUS INK DEFENCE 
COOPERATION AGREEMENT AS 
JAISHANKAR VISITS NICOSIA 

The two sides signed three agreements, including an MOU on defence and military 

cooperation, as they met with their Cypriot counterpart Ioannis Kasoulides here on 
Thursday. They discussed the full range of bilateral relations as well as issues of mutual 
and international interest, such as the conflict in Ukraine. During the joint press 
conference, Jaishankar stated that the level of cooperation between the two nations was 
evident to everybody and that they were eager to work together to address important 

issues that the world community was confronting in the wake of the COVID-19 outbreak. 
The minister stated that urgent concerns including food and energy security, maritime 
security, and a sustainable environment were being jointly worked on by India and 
Cyprus. 

Source: Here 29 December 2022 

MARITIME FORCES 
___________________________________________________________ 

 NSW FORCES WRAP UP SOF 
ENGAGEMENT WITH INDIAN NAVY 

MARINE COMMANDOS 
 

On December 22, an integrated training exercise with the Indian Navy Marine Commando 

Force was completed by Naval Special Warfare personnel stationed at US Special 

Operations Command Pacific. The two forces' long-standing partnership and joint marine 

capabilities were strengthened during the three-week exchange. “We are committed to 

operationalizing the US-India partnership through enhanced information sharing, 

regional security cooperation, integrated deterrence and cooperation in new domains,” 

said the senior team leader of the US Naval Special Warfare unit. “This exercise provides 

https://www.navy.mil/Press-Office/News-Stories/Article/3254912/uss-hershel-woody-williams-esb-4-spends-christmas-in-dar-es-salaam-tanzania/
https://www.siasat.com/india-cyprus-ink-defence-cooperation-agreement-as-jaishankar-visits-nicosia-2490963/
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us the opportunity of a common understanding of a shared working environment at sea 

through practical hands-on scenarios as a combined team.” 

Source: Here 22 December 2022   
 US NAVY ADVANCES 

INTEROPERABILITY WITH SEARCH 
AND RESCUE SYSTEM OF THE 

REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS 
US Sixth Fleet’s Commander, Task Force (CTF) 67 held a week-long training event with 
the Search and Rescue System of the Republic of Cyprus (RoC) in the island to promote 
mutual understanding and enhance interoperability and collective capacity, Dec. 10-18, 
2022. The training event between CTF 67’s Commander, Task Group (CTG) 67.6, the Joint 
Rescue Coordination Centre Larnaca (JRCC), the Cyprus 460th Search and Rescue (SAR) 
Squadron, the Cyprus Navy and the Port and Marine Police centred on SAR training. 
Helicopters from each team set out, under coordination from the JRCC, to find and 
recover rescue dummies lost at sea or stranded on the side of a cliff and complete a hoist 
to the back of a small moving vessel of Cyprus Navy and Port and Marine Police. Both 
teams located, recovered, and treated their dummies, and all events were highly 
successful. Bilateral training like this underscores the strong relationship between the US 
Navy and the SAR System of RoC. 

Source:  Here 26 December 2022  

 
RESCUERS SEARCH FOR 26 

MIGRANTS MISSING ON SEA 
JOURNEY FROM COLOMBIA TO 

NICARAGUA 
 
The Colombian Navy on 29th December raised to 26 the estimated number of migrants 
who have gone missing on the route from the island of San Andrés to Nicaragua. The same 
sources confirmed that fishermen from Puerto Limón (Costa Rica) found a boat a few days 
ago with “similar characteristics” to the missing one. Authorities from Colombia, 
Nicaragua and Costa Rica are working together to locate the migrants, mostly 
Venezuelans. Personal items, including diapers and documents, have been found along 
the coast of San Juan del Norte (Nicaragua). 
Source: Here 30 December 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.navy.mil/Press-Office/News-Stories/Article/3254416/nsw-forces-wrap-up-sof-engagement-with-indian-navy-marine-commandos/
https://www.hstoday.us/subject-matter-areas/maritime-security/u-s-navy-advances-interoperability-with-search-and-rescue-system-of-the-republic-of-cyprus/
https://english.elpais.com/international/2022-12-25/fishing-sustainability-and-cocaine-is-costa-rica-reversing-course-on-its-blue-agenda.html#?rel=lom
https://english.elpais.com/international/2022-10-11/maduro-regains-relevance-on-the-international-stage.html
https://english.elpais.com/international/2022-10-11/maduro-regains-relevance-on-the-international-stage.html
https://english.elpais.com/international/2022-12-30/rescuers-search-for-26-migrants-missing-on-sea-journey-from-colombia-to-nicaragua.html
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TWO MIGRANTS DROWN, 232 
RESCUED OFF LEBANON'S 

NORTHERN COAST 
According to a Lebanese security source, the Lebanese Navy saved 232 Syrian migrants 

who were in a boat off the coast of Batroun, northern Lebanon, and found the bodies of 

a woman who drowned and her kid. The two migrants drowned before the Navy 

intervened to move them to the beach, according to the source, who stated on Saturday 

that water entered the boat after it was shattered. 

Source: Here 31 December 2022 

US BEGINS INSTALLING ‘MIGHTY’ 
OVER-THE-HORIZON RADAR IN PALAU 

THAT CAN DETECT OBJECTS 
THOUSANDS OF KMS AWAY! 

The United States has begun work on the deployment of a new long-range over-the-
horizon radar system for the United States Air Force, which will be placed on the Pacific 
Island of Palau. The sensor station, known as the Tactical Mobile Over-the-Horizon 
Radar, or TACMOR, will be set up on the highly strategic island of Palau. The sensor 
station intends to improve the situational awareness of US and allied forces operating 
in the region in the air and maritime domain.  
The Department of Defence announced on December 28 that it had granted Gilbane’s 
Federal business a $118.4 million contract to develop the structural foundation of a new 
US Air Force radar station to be built in the Republic of Palau. 
Source: Here 31 December 2022 

SHIPPING, PORTS AND 

OCEAN ECONOMY   
DECARBONISATION IN SHIPPING: AN 

INTRODUCTION 
The IMO intends (under MARPOL Annex VI Regulation 25.3) to review the effectiveness 

of the EEXI measures by 1 January 2026 to assess their effectiveness, and will possibly 

make amendments to them once there is real-world data available on the effectiveness of 

the measures and their practical consequences (such as what steps owners take to ensure 

vessel compliance; what, if any, consequences vessels with poor EEXIs face; and whether 

the measures result in a significant reduction of shipping’s contribution to global carbon 

emissions). 

https://in.investing.com/news/two-migrants-drown-232-rescued-off-lebanons-northern-coast-3469572
https://www.defense.gov/News/Contracts/Contract/Article/3255710/
https://eurasiantimes.com/us-begins-installing-mighty-over-the-horizon-radar-in-palau/
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Source: Here   28 December 2022 

RAJASTHAN IDEAL LOCATION FOR 
SHIPPING CONTAINER HUB: MSME-

EPC 
Rajasthan has a huge potential to become a ‘cluster of shipping containers’ to bridge the 
widening demand-supply gap as currently India is manufacturing only 10,000 shipping 
grade containers per year as against the requirements of 1,50,000 containers in the next 
three years. Currently, the Container Corporation of India (CONCOR) has a fleet of 3,700 
containers, but the entire fleet catering to the domestic segment is imported to China. 
Hence, Rajasthan has a huge potential of becoming a cluster of shipping containers’, a 
study conducted by the MSME-EPC revealed (Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises–
Export Promotion Council) today. “While the global shipping container market is growing 
at a CAGR of 12 per cent, by 2028, it is likely to touch Rs 1.75 lakh crore. India has a 
shortage of shipping grade containers because of which shipping lines often increase their 
rates phenomenally severely impacting India’s export/import supply chain and 
competitiveness of industry,” MSME-EPC said 

Source: Here  29 December 2022       
REVISIT MARITIME POLICY TO 
INCREASE INDIA’S SHIPPING 

REVENUES, EXIM TRADE 
The growth in the EXIM trade is largely due to containerised cargo carrying semi-finished 
and finished goods. While India is very aspirational for trade growth, driven by the spirit 
of ‘Atmanirbharta’, the interesting challenge is whether our port and shipping capacity is 
aligned with this growth. With the opening to private involvement in port capacity, and 
the government’s focus on hinterland connectivity through mega projects such as the 
dedicated freight corridors, the major expressways and multimodal logistics parks, India 
should be able to deal with the land side issues in terms of infrastructure. The real 
challenge would be whether the service-related issues including shipping are in keeping 
with the EXIM requirements, and from the principle of ‘Atmanirbharta’. 
Source: Here 30 December 2022  
 

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES: SHIPPING 
COMPARATIVE GUIDE 

The UAE maritime laws are supported by other laws, such as Federal Law 24/1999 on the 

Protection and Development of the Environment, which is an extensive body of law 

dealing with environmental protection and the prevention and control of pollution. In 

general, and among other laws, the Federal Law 5/1985 on Civil Transactions (Civil Code) 

and the Federal Law 18/1993 Issuing the Commercial Transactions Law (Commercial 

Code) are parent laws which govern the civil and commercial transactions associated with 

shipping. 

Source: Here 31 December 2022 

https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=4bac88ea-e95e-485e-a064-3dcf8bc373d7
https://www.thestatesman.com/india/rajasthan-ideal-location-for-shipping-container-hub-msme-epc-1503142070.html
https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/opinion/revisit-maritime-policy-to-increase-indias-shipping-revenues-exim-trade-9785531.html
https://www.mondaq.com/transport/1264124/shipping-comparative-guide
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MARINE ENVIRONMENT 
   

COUNTRIES RESOLVE TO PROTECT 
CETACEANS FROM MARINE PLASTIC 

POLLUTION 
At the 68th International Whaling Commission conference (IWC68) in Slovenia in 

October, member nations adopted a resolution to support international negotiations 

on a treaty to tackle plastic pollution. Countries will now aim to report on the status of 

marine plastic debris. For India, local communities will be crucial stakeholders in 

tackling ocean plastic. The Resolution on Marine Plastic Pollution adopted at IWC68 

identified the effects of marine plastic pollution on cetaceans as a "priority concern" for 

the IWC and applauded the UN Environment Assembly's March 2022 decision to start 

negotiations on an international legally binding instrument to address plastic 

pollution, including in the marine environment. 

Source: Here 30 December 2022 

ISRAEL, FRANCE TO FUND JOINT 
MARINE ENVIRONMENT, APPLIED 

PHYSICS RESEARCH  
 
Israel and France will jointly sponsor selected sustainable marine environment and 
applied physics research projects, Israel's Ministry of Innovation, Science and Technology 
said on Monday, Trend reports citing Xinhua. The financial support will be given to Israeli 
French joint scientific research projects for the development of technologies for marine 
usage and sustainability, as well as applied photonics and laser research. The program will 
include up to eight selected two-year projects, which will each receive 80,000 euros 
(85,000 US dollars) from each of the two countries, that is, up to a total support of 1.28 
million euros for all projects. 
Source: Here 28 December 2022 

COP15: UAE INITIATIVE IN GLOBAL 
TOP 10 MARINE ECOSYSTEM 

PROJECTS 
The UAE’ commitment to biodiversity protection has been recognised at COP15 (15th UN 
Biodiversity Conference) in Montreal, Canada, as the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) named the coastal and marine ecosystem preservation and 
rehabilitation programmes of the Environment Agency – Abu Dhabi (EAD) among its top 
10 global initiatives for restoring and rehabilitating coastal marine ecosystems. This came 
as Mariam bint Mohammed Almheiri, Minister of Climate Change and Environment, 
recently participated in the High-Level Segment (HLS) COP15. 
Source: Here 23 December 2022 
 

https://email.marineconservation.org.au/t/j-l-vhrhydt-jtdhtjjluh-r/
https://india.mongabay.com/2022/12/countries-resolve-to-protect-cetaceans-from-marine-plastic-pollution/
https://en.trend.az/
https://english.news.cn/
https://www.azernews.az/region/204312.html
https://gulfnews.com/uae/environment/cop15-uae-initiative-in-global-top-10-marine-ecosystem-projects-1.92847699
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IMO UPDATE: MARINE 
ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION 

COMMITTEE – MEPC 79 
The 79th session of the IMO’s Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC 79) was 

held from 12 to 16 December 2022. Highlights include the adoption of a Sulphur Emission 

Control Area (SECA) in the Mediterranean Sea from 1 July 2025 as well as further 

discussions on the revision of the IMO GHG Strategy scheduled for 2023 and future 

technical and market-based measures. 

Source: Here 19 December 2022 

UK TO CONTINUE GLOBAL 
LEADERSHIP ON MARINE 

PROTECTION 
Environment Secretary Thérèse Coffey on 16th December urged more countries to join the 
more than 120 nations who already support the pledge to protect 30% of the world’s ocean 
by 2030. Speaking as global leaders came together to tackle the global biodiversity crisis 
at the UN Conference of Biological Diversity (CBD) CO15 in Montreal, Canada, the 
Environment Secretary led calls for more ambitious and meaningful outcomes for ocean 
protection and confirmed the UK will renew its role as Chair of the Global Ocean Alliance 
beyond COP15. 
Source: Here 16 December 202 

GEOPOLITICS 
 

INDIA’S GEOPOLITICAL MANDALA IN 
2022 

2023 is critical for India from many aspects. It must constantly stave off hostility in its 

immediate neighborhood, stabilize turmoil in its near neighborhood, build on 

opportunities of its intermediate neighborhood and strengthen its strategic 

relationships.  A rising India with its dominant location in the Asian landmass and the 

Indian Ocean Region sits at the crossroads of global continental and maritime flows. 

However, it lives in a fluid strategic environment which is dotted by the ongoing 

pandemic, global inflationary trends, the Ukrainian War, and a China in flux. In 

addition, 2022 has seen kaleidoscopic changes in its neighbourhood. To this, one must 

add the oncoming impact of climate change and energy crisis. The overall environment 

is challenging indeed. In this challenging environment, India must also manage the 

contradictions of its own rise. In this context it will be prudent to take stock of what lies 

ahead in 2023. 

Source:  Here 31 December 2022 

 

https://www.hellenicshippingnews.com/imo-update-marine-environment-protection-committee-mepc-79/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-to-continue-global-leadership-on-marine-protection
https://www.sundayguardianlive.com/news/indias-geopolitical-mandala-2023
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KEY TRENDS SHAPING THE MARITIME 
TRADE IN A RAPIDLY CHANGING AND 

UNPREDICTABLE WORLD 
  

According to UNCTAD’s Review of Maritime Transport 2022 , the maritime transport and 

trade systems are  evolving in complex global economic environment and being buffeted by 

cascading disruptions. But they are also being reshaped by other global factors that can 

trigger structural shifts. These include climate change and the energy transition, the need 

for sustainability and resilience, digitalization and e-commerce, and growing market and 

industry consolidation. 

 
Source: Here 28 December 2022      
 

CANADA’S RECENT NAVAL 
DEPLOYMENTS AND POWER 

PROJECTION ACROSS THE PACIFIC 
AND BEYOND 

Canada has been conducting annual Pacific deployments of strategic import, 

including Westploy in 2016, Operation Poseidon Cutlass in 2017, and Operation 

Projection since 2018. These deployments highlight increasing Canadian naval presence 

and naval exercising with other China-concerned partners in the region. The particularly 

successful Operation Projection of 2022 has complemented Canada’s recently 

released Indo-Pacific Strategy and its maritime provisions for the future. 

Source: Here   20 December 2022  

SOVCOMFLOT TAKES DELIVERY OF 
RUSSIAN-BUILT AND FINANCED 

AFRAMAX TANKER 
PAO Sovcomflot took delivery on December 29, on its first Russian-built and financed 

LNG-fuelled Aframax tanker. The delivery was especially significant for the Russian 

shipping company which had been hard hit by the western financial sanctions after the 

start of the war in Ukraine. Built at the Zvezda SSC shipbuilding complex, the new 112,650 

dwt vessel named Okeansky Prospekt was financed by VEB.RF. The vessel along with a 

yet-to-be-completed sister ship was ordered in September 2018 and will be chartered to 

Rosneft. Each of the vessels, which will be registered in Russia, is 820 feet long with a 

beam of 144 feet. 

Source: Here 29 December 2022 

https://safety4sea.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/UNCTAD-Review-of-maritime-transport-2022-2022_11.pdf
https://safety4sea.com/key-trends-shaping-the-maritime-trade-in-a-rapidly-changing-and-unpredictable-world/
https://cimsec.org/canadas-recent-naval-deployments-and-power-projection-across-the-pacific-and-beyond/
https://maritime-executive.com/article/sovcomflot-takes-delivery-of-russian-built-and-financed-aframax-tanker

