CONTENTS

Abbreviations
Message from the Chief of the Naval Staff
Message from the Chairman, NMF
Concept Note
Programme
Speaker Profiles
Abstract of Presentations

1

ABBREVIATIONS
ADC

- Aide de Camp

AVSM - Ati Vishisht Seva Medal (Medal for distinguished service
of a very high order)
DG

- Director General

HSC

- Head of State's Commendation

IN

- Indian Navy

IsrN

- IsraeliNavy

MNDF - Maldives National Defence Force
NM

- Nausena Medal (Navy medal, awarded for gallantry or
devotion to duty)

PVSM - Param Vishisht Seva Medal (Medal for distinguished service of an
exceptionally high order)
RAN

- Royal Australian Navy

RWP

- Rana Wickrama Padakkama (Combat Gallantry Medal)

SLN

- Sri Lanka Navy

USN

- United States Navy

USP

- Uttama Seva Padakkama (Eminent Service Medal)

VSM

- Vishisht Seva Medal (Medal for distinguished service)

VSV

- Vishista Seva Vibhushanaya (Distinguished Service Decoration)

YSM

- Yudh Seva Medal (War Service Medal)
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN

Admiral Karambir Singh
PVSM, AVSM, Indian Navy (Retd.)
Chairman, National Maritime Foundation
Former Chief of the Naval Staff

Message
In pursuit of its stated vision to be the foremost resource centre for the
development and advocacy of strategies for the promotion and protection of
India’s maritime interests, the National Maritime Foundation is proud and
privileged to remain the Indian Navy’s knowledge partner and the chief
organiser of the Indo-Pacific Regional Dialogue 2022.
The term ‘Indo-Pacific’ itself has, in recent years, moved quite decisively from
its origins within the discipline of ‘biogeography’ into ‘geopolitics’, where it has
acquired very considerable traction. Given the increasing significance of the
Indo-Pacific in global affairs, the “Indo-Pacific Regional Dialogue” series of
international conferences of the Indian Navy presents an annually recurring
opportunity for domain experts from around the world to review the various
maritime trends within this predominantly (albeit not exclusively) maritime
expanse and the several regional opportunities and challenges arising therein.
The real value of each edition is that it coalesces and disseminates the
collective views of its participants on the optimal manner in which the region
as a whole ought to rise to each of these challenges and how each of the
many opportunities may best be seized for the collective good. As such, not
only is each annual IPRD central to India’s own policy-formulation within the
maritime domain, it is also of lasting centrality to all other countries and
collective entities within this geopolitically dynamic region. Such has been the
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demonstrated value and worth of its past iterations that the IPRD has carved
for itself an impressive niche in regional maritime-security-related policyformulations. It is my belief that the IPRD-2022 will provide adequate
evidence of the continuation of these processes and, once again, generate the
requisite degree of thoughtfulness, effervescence, eloquence, and the sheer
quality of debate and discourse that will continue to benefit all those
concerned with the holistic wellbeing of the Indo-Pacific.
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THE INDO-PACIFIC REGIONAL DIALOGUE 2022
OPERATIONALISING THE
INDO-PACIFIC OCEANS INITIATIVE
CONCEPT NOTE
India’s commitment to a regional transition from the existing ‘brown
economy’ to an enduring ‘blue economy’ is an abiding feature of its maritime
policy, which is encapsulated by the acronyms SAGAR (Security and Growth
for All in the Region) and IPOI (Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative). These twin
concepts also underscore India’s willingness and ability to augment global
efforts to provide ‘public goods’ within the predominantly, though not
exclusively, maritime expanse of the Indo-Pacific. Arguably the foremost
instrument used by India in this ongoing endeavour to provide maritime
public goods is the Indian Navy. It is unsurprising, therefore, to find the Indian
Navy in the very vanguard of strategies being formulated to ensure inclusive
maritime security and maritime-enabled economic and societal growth in all
littoral and island States of the huge oceanic swath extending from the
eastern shore of Africa to the western shore of the Americas. New Delhi is
deeply conscious and appreciative of the fact that the several forms and
shapes of regionally beneficial maritime strategies are not limited to
conceptualisations and decisions of a single country but are part of an
inclusive process whose inclusivity incorporates voices from the entire IndoPacific.
The Indian Navy recognises that it is an indispensable part of the harmony
that constitutes the ‘Indian voice’ in this common regional endeavour to
collectively manage and govern an Indo-Pacific that is peaceful, stable, and
founded upon a rules-based order in which the rules emanate from
international consensus. As such, it sees itself as being deeply invested in the
actualisation of each of the seven intricately connected spokes or pillars of
the IPOI, as articulated by India’s Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi in
Bangkok, on 04 November 2019, at the 14th East Asia Summit (EAS). It is,
therefore, appropriate that the 2022 edition of the Indo-Pacific Regional
Dialogue (IPRD-2022) is centred upon the IPOI and its operationalisation,
with particular but not exclusive focus upon the pillar of ‘Maritime Security’
(or more accurately, ‘holistic’ maritime security).
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India’s approach to management and governance of the maritime expanse of
the Indo-Pacific is guided by and deeply respectful of the efforts of the
United Nations Secretariat and specifically upon the Division of Ocean
Affairs and the Law of the Sea (DOALOS). The Indian Navy is mindful of the
prime ministerial definition of holistic maritime security being freedom from
threats arising in or from or through the seas, irrespective of whether these
threats are manmade or natural ones or, indeed, a combination of both.
The IPOI precisely reflects this definition even as it draws specific attention
of all maritime users of the Indo-Pacific to the interconnectedness of all seven
spokes or pillars: Maritime Security, Maritime Ecology, Maritime Resources,
Disaster Risk-reduction and Management, Trade-Connectivity and Maritime
Transport, Capacity-building and Resource-Sharing, and Science, Technology
and Academic Cooperation. These broad thrust lines and the web of
interconnectedness that defines them has been schematically summarised in
the figure below:
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Given the ability of the Indian Navy to be a significant enabler of India’s
commitment to provide public goods within and through the maritime
domain, it is unsurprising to find the Navy in the very vanguard of strategies
being formulated to ensure inclusive maritime security and maritimeenabled economic and societal growth in all littoral and island States of the
huge oceanic swath extending from the eastern shore of Africa to the
western shore of the Americas. The IPRD provides an appropriate platform
upon which the process of actualisation of the seven thrust areas embodied
by the IPOI initiative may be provided requisite specificity.
IPRD-2022 will be conducted in physical format in New Delhi, through six
professional sessions spread over the three-day period covering the 23rd,
24th, and 25th of November 2022 and will, through the agency of a series of
globally renowned speakers and eminent panellists, explore how the areas of
maritime cooperation envisaged in the IPOI could be optimally and
inclusively operationalised.
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PROGRAMME

INDO-PACIFIC REGIONAL DIALOGUE
2022
23-25 NOVEMBER 2022
NEW DELHI

PROGRAMME - DAY ONE (23 NOVEMBER 2022)
INAUGURAL SESSION

Introductory
Remarks

Ms Divya Rai
Programme Executive, NMF

Welcome Address

Admiral Karambir Singh, PVSM, AVSM (Retd)
Chairman, NMF
Former Chief of the Naval Staff, Indian Navy

Inaugural Address

Admiral R Hari Kumar, PVSM, AVSM, VSM,
ADC
Chief of the Naval Staff, Indian Navy

0930-0945

Keynote Address

Shri Ajay Bhatt
Hon’ble Minister of State for Defence;
Hon'ble Minister of State for Tourism,
Government of India

0945-1000

Book Release &
Photo Op

Hard-Security Perspectives in India’s Maritime
Neighbourhood

Administrative
Inputs

Ms Divya Rai
Programme Executive, NMF

0900-0905

0905-0915

0915-0930

TEA BREAK

1000-1030
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PROGRAMME - DAY ONE (23 NOVEMBER 2022)
PROFESSIONAL SESSION ONE
“WEAVING THE FABRIC OF HOLISTIC MARITIME SECURITY
IN THE INDO-PACIFIC: MULTILATERAL OPTIONS”
Sessional
Overview

Commodore Debesh Lahiri, IN
Executive Director, NMF

1040-1055

Special Address

Ambassador Pankaj Saran
Member, National Security Advisory Board
Former Deputy National Security Adviser,
Former Ambassador of India to Russia and
Bangladesh

1055-1100

Book Release &
Photo Op

Maritime Geostrategies: Vignettes of the IndoPacific States

1100-1105

Opening Remarks
by Moderator

Vice Admiral Sanjay Jasjit Singh, AVSM, NM
Deputy Chief of Integrated Defence Staff
(Operations),
Headquarters Integrated Defence Staff

1105-1120

Perspectives
from the IOC

Mr Raj Mohabeer
Officer in Charge, General Secretariat, Indian
Ocean Commission (IOC)

1120-1135

Perspectives
from IORA

Dr Nomvuyo Nokwe
Former Secretary-General, Indian Ocean Rim
Association (IORA) and former Ambassador of
South Africa to Mauritius

1135-1150

Perspectives
from India

Vice Admiral Pradeep Chauhan, AVSM & Bar,
VSM (Retd)
Director-General, NMF

1150-1205

Perspectives
from IONS

Rear Admiral Jean-Mathieu Rey
Head, International Relations (ALRI),
French Navy (Chair of IONS)

1205-1220

Perspectives
from the INDOPACOM and
QUAD

Rear Admiral Michael Baker, USN
Flag Defence Attaché,
US Embassy, New Delhi

1030-1040
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PROGRAMME - DAY ONE (23 NOVEMBER 2022)
PROFESSIONAL SESSION ONE (CONT'D)
“WEAVING THE FABRIC OF HOLISTIC MARITIME SECURITY
IN THE INDO-PACIFIC: MULTILATERAL OPTIONS”

1220-1250

Moderator’s
Remarks and
Audience
Interaction

Moderated by Vice Admiral Sanjay Jasjit Singh,
AVSM, NM
Deputy Chief of Integrated Defence Staff [DCIDS]
(Operations)
Headquarters Integrated Defence Staff

1250-1255

Vote of Thanks
and SessionClosure

Ms Divya Rai
Programme Executive, NMF

1255-1400

LUNCH BREAK
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PROGRAMME - DAY ONE (23 NOVEMBER 2022)
PROFESSIONAL SESSION TWO
“CONSTRUCTING HOLISTIC-SECURITY BRIDGES ACROSS
THE WESTERN AND EASTERN MARITIME EXPANSE OF THE
INDO-PACIFIC”

Sessional Overview

Vice Admiral Pradeep Chauhan, DG, NMF

1410-1425

Special Address

Ambassador Shyam Saran
Former Foreign Secretary, Government of India
Prime Minister’s Special Envoy for Nuclear Affairs
and Climate Change, and,
President, India International Centre (IIC)

1425-1430

Book Release &
Photo Op

Non-Traditional Dimensions of Maritime
Security

Opening Remarks
by the Moderator

Dr Frédéric Grare
Non-Resident Policy Fellow,
European Council on Foreign Relations (ECFR),
Paris, France

1435-1450

Perspectives from
Australia

Dr David Brewster
Senior Research Fellow,
Strategic and Defence Studies Centre,
Australian National University (ANU)
Canberra, Australia

1450-1505

Perspectives from
Japan

Professor Hideshi Tokuchi
President,
Research Institute for Peace and Security (RIPS)
Tokyo, Japan

Perspectives from
the USA

Mr Jeffrey S Payne
Manager of Academic Affairs,
Near East South Asia Center for Strategic
Studies (NESA), National Defense University
Washington DC, USA

1400-1410

1430-1435

1505-1520
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PROGRAMME - DAY ONE (23 NOVEMBER 2022)
PROFESSIONAL SESSION TWO (CONT'D)
“CONSTRUCTING HOLISTIC-SECURITY BRIDGES ACROSS
THE WESTERN AND EASTERN MARITIME EXPANSE OF THE
INDO-PACIFIC”

Perspectives
from Singapore

Ms Jane Git Yin Chan
Senior Fellow and Coordinator,
Maritime Security Programme,
Institute of Defence and Strategic Studies (IDSS)
The S Rajaratnam Institute of Strategic Studies
(RSIS), Nanyang Technological University,
Singapore

1535-1550

Perspectives
from Germany

Professor Heribert Dieter
Senior Fellow,
German Institute for International and Security
Affairs (SWP),
Berlin, Germany

1550-1620

Moderator’s
Remarks and
Audience
Interaction

1620-1630

Signing of MOU
between NIICE
and the NMF

Vice Admiral Pradeep Chauhan, DG NMF
Dr Pramod Jaiswal, Director, NIICE

1630-1635

Vote of Thanks
and
Session-Closure

Ms Divya Rai
Programme Executive, NMF

1635-1745

END-OF-DAY TEA &
VISIT TO COTTAGE INDUSTRY EXHIBITION AT THE VENUE

1520-1535

1745-1915

1945-2115

Moderated by: Dr Frédéric Grare

INDIAN CULTURAL VIGNETTES (AT THE MANEKSHAW CENTRE)

DINNER (BY INVITATION) AT VARUNA MESS HOSTED BY THE NMF &
KAS
17

PROGRAMME - DAY TWO (24 NOVEMBER 2022)
PROFESSIONAL SESSION THREE
“BUILDING MARITIME CONNECTIVITY: PORTS, TRADE, AND
TRANSPORT”

Sessional Overview
of Pre-lunch
Sessions

Vice Admiral Pradeep Chauhan, DG, NMF

Opening Remarks
by Moderator

Dr Gudrun Wacker
Senior Fellow, Asia Division,
German Institute for International and Security
Affairs (Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik [SWP])
Berlin, Germany

Perspectives from
Australia

Captain Alastair Cooper, RAN
Director, Sea Power Centre-Australia,
Royal Australian Navy
Canberra, Australia

0900-0915

Perspectives from
ASEAN

Dr Prabir De
Coordinator, ASEAN-India Centre (AIC) and
Professor, Research and Information System for
Developing Countries (RIS),
New Delhi India

0915-0930

Perspectives from
Sri Lanka

Admiral Jayantha Perera, RWP, VSV, USP
Former Commander of the Sri Lanka Navy
Colombo, Sri Lanka

0930-0945

Perspectives from
Nepal

Dr Pramod Jaiswal
Director, Nepal Institute for International
Cooperation & Engagement (NIICE)
Kathmandu, Nepal

Perspectives from
India

Mr Subrat Tripathy
CEO Adani Ports & SEZ Ltd
Ahmedabad,
Gujarat, India

0830-0840

0840-0845

0845-0900

0945-1000
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PROGRAMME - DAY TWO (24 NOVEMBER 2022)
PROFESSIONAL SESSION THREE (CONT'D)
“BUILDING MARITIME CONNECTIVITY: PORTS, TRADE, AND
TRANSPORT”

Moderator’s
Remarks and
Audience
Interaction

Dr Gudrun Wacker
Senior Fellow, Asia Division,
German Institute for International and Security
Affairs (Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik [SWP])
Berlin, Germany

1030-1045

Special Address

Dr Sanjeev Ranjan, IAS
Secretary to the Government of India,
Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways

1045-1050

Vote of Thanks
and SessionClosure

Ms Divya Rai
Programme Executive, NMF

1000-1030

TEA BREAK

1050-1115
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PROGRAMME - DAY TWO (24 NOVEMBER 2022)
PROFESSIONAL SESSION FOUR
“CAPACITY-BUILDING AND CAPABILITY ENHANCEMENT:
LEVERAGING THE PHYSICAL AND SOCIAL SCIENCES”
Dr M Ravichandran
Secretary,
Ministry of Earth Sciences,
Government of India

1115-1130

Special Address

1130-1135

Book Release &
Photo Op

Enhancing QUAD Cooperation for Sustainable
and Equitable Utilisation of Marine Mineral
Resources

1135-1140

Opening Remarks
by Moderator

Vice Admiral Sanjay Mahindru, AVSM, NM
Deputy Chief of the Naval Staff,
Indian Navy

1140-1155

Perspectives from
ASEAN

Ms Joanne Lin Weiling
Lead Researcher, ASEAN Studies Centre,
Yusof Ishak Institute (ISEAS), Singapore

1155-1210

Perspectives from
Israel

Rear Admiral (Prof) Shaul Chorev, IsrNavy
(Retd)
Head, Maritime Policy and Strategy Research
Centre, Haifa (HMS)
University of Haifa, Israel

1210-1225

Perspectives from
India

Dr Rajat Kathuria
Dean, School of Humanities & Social Sciences,
and Professor of Economics,
Shiv Nadar University, Delhi NCR

1225-1240

Perspectives from
Japan

Dr Rajib Shaw
Professor and Director,
India Japan Laboratory (IJL),
Keio University, Fujisawa, Japan

1240-1255

Perspectives from
Chinese Taipei

Dr Mumin Chen
Research Scholar,
New Delhi
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PROGRAMME - DAY TWO (24 NOVEMBER 2022)
PROFESSIONAL SESSION FOUR (CONT'D)
“CAPACITY-BUILDING AND CAPABILITY ENHANCEMENT:
LEVERAGING THE PHYSICAL AND SOCIAL SCIENCES”

1255-1325

Moderator’s
Remarks and
Audience
Interaction

Vice Admiral Sanjay Mahindru, AVSM, NM
Deputy Chief of the Naval Staff,
Indian Navy

1325-1330

Vote of Thanks
and SessionClosure

Ms Divya Rai
Programme Executive, NMF

1330-1420

LUNCH BREAK
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PROGRAMME - DAY TWO (24 NOVEMBER 2022)
PROFESSIONAL SESSION FIVE
“PRACTICAL APPROACHES TO A REGIONAL BLUE
ECONOMY” [WITH PARTICULAR FOCUS ON THE
ECOLOGICALLY-SENSITIVE HARVESTING OF MARINE
RESOURCES]
Sessional
Overview

Vice Admiral Pradeep Chauhan, DG NMF

1430-1500

Special Address

Shri Bhupender Yadav
Hon’ble Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change;
Hon’ble Minister of Labour and Employment
Government of India

1500-1505

Book Release &
Photo Op

Transitioning from a ‘Brown’ to a ‘Blue’ Economy
in the Face of Climate Change

1505-1510

Opening Remarks
by Moderator

Mr Ravi Singh
CEO & Secretary-General,
World Wide Fund for Nature (India), New Delhi,
India

1510-1525

Perspectives
from Thailand

Dr Suchana Chavanich
UNESCO Sustainable Ocean Ambassador,
Chulalongkorn University,
Bangkok, Thailand

1525-1540

Perspectives
from Kenya

Ms Harriet Njoki Mboce, HSC
Doctoral Scholar,
University of Nairobi School of Law,
Nairobi, Kenya

1540-1555

Perspectives
from France

Mr Benoit Gauthier
Head of Regional Economic Service,
Embassy of France, New Delhi

Perspectives
from Indonesia

Dr Ir Nadiarti Nurdin Kadir
Associate Professor,
Faculty of Marine Science and Fisheries,
Universitas Hasanuddin,
Makassar, Indonesia

1420-1430

1555-1610
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PROGRAMME - DAY TWO (24 NOVEMBER 2022)
PROFESSIONAL SESSION FIVE (CONT'D)
“PRACTICAL APPROACHES TO A REGIONAL BLUE
ECONOMY” [WITH PARTICULAR FOCUS ON THE
ECOLOGICALLY-SENSITIVE HARVESTING OF MARINE
RESOURCES]

1610-1625

Perspectives
from UNDP

Mr N Vasudevan
Lead, UNDP Green Climate Fund,
New Delhi, India

1625-1655

Moderator’s
Remarks and
Audience
Interaction

Moderated by: Mr Ravi Singh
CEO & Secretary-General,
World Wide Fund for Nature (India), New Delhi,
India

1655-1700

Vote of Thanks
and SessionClosure

Ms Divya Rai
Programme Executive, NMF

1700-1715

END-OF-DAY TEA BREAK

1945-2115

DINNER (BY INVITATION) AT KOTA HOUSE HOSTED BY THE INDIAN
NAVY
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PROGRAMME - DAY THREE (25 NOVEMBER 2022)

0940-0950

0950-1005

Sessional
Overview

Vice Admiral Pradeep Chauhan, DG NMF

Special Address

Dr Krishna S Vatsa
Member,
National Disaster Management Authority,
New Delhi, India

PROGRAMME - DAY THREE (25 NOVEMBER 2022)
"MARG-DARSHAN" [GUIDANCE]

Welcome
Address

Admiral R Hari Kumar, PVSM, AVSM, VSM, ADC
Chief of the Naval Staff, Indian Navy

1025-1040

Keynote Address

Shri Rajnath Singh
Hon’ble Defence Minister (Raksha Mantri),
Government of India

1040-1045

Book Release &
Photo Op

Coastal Security Dimensions of Maritime Security

1015-1025

TEA BREAK

1045

24

25
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PROGRAMME - DAY THREE (25 NOVEMBER 2022)
VALEDICTORY SESSION
Introduction to
the Session and
to the Speaker

Ms Divya Rai
Programme Executive, NMF

1415-1435

Valedictory
Address

Vice Admiral G Ashok Kumar, PVSM, AVSM,
VSM, IN (Retd)
National Maritime Security Coordinator (NMSC)
National Security Council Secretariat, Government
of India

1435-1440

Book Release &
Photo Op

Public International Maritime Law

1440-1500

Closing Address

Vice Admiral Satish Ghormade, PVSM, AVSM,
NM, ADC, IN
Vice Chief of the Naval Staff
Indian Navy

1500-1510

Vote of Thanks

Commodore Debesh Lahiri
Executive Director, NMF

1510-1525

Photo-Session

1415

1525-1550

TEA BREAK

1630-1730

VISIT (BY INVITATION) TO NATIONAL WAR MEMORIAL

END-OF-CONFERENCE
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SHRI RAJNATH SINGH
Hon'ble Defence Minister (Raksha Mantri)
Government of India

Shri Rajnath Singh was born on 10 July 1951 in a farmer’s family at village
Babhora, District Varanasi (now district Chandauli) in the state of Uttar
Pradesh (UP).
He received his basic education in the village and
subsequently, he completed his MSc Physics from Gorakhpur University, UP.
He worked as a lecturer of Physics at K.B. Post-Graduate College Mirzapur,
UP.
He became the RSS karyavah (General Secretary) of Mirzapur city in 1972.
He was also the organisational secretary of the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad (ABVP), Gorakhpur division from 1969 to 1971. He entered politics
in 1974, and in 1977, he was elected as a Member of the Legislative Assembly
(MLA) in the Uttar Pradesh Assembly. He was elected as Member of the
Legislative Council (MLC) for Uttar Pradesh Legislative Council in 1988 and
became the state's Education Minister in 1991. During his tenure as Education
Minister in UP, he became Union Surface Transport Minister. During this
period, he got the opportunity to initiate the National Highway Development
Programme (NHDP), a dream project of India's former prime minister, Shri
Atal Bihari Vajpayee.
On 28 October 2000, he became the Chief Minister of UP and was twice
elected as MLA from Haidargarh constituency in Barabanki. On 24 May
2003, he became Union Minister of Agriculture and subsequently the minister
for Food Processing. During this period, he initiated a few epoch-making
projects like Kisan Call Centre and Farm Income Insurance Scheme. He also
embarked on 'Bharat Suraksha Yatra', which covered several States, taking up
the cause of rising threats to internal security.
Shri Rajnath Singh became the BJP National President on 31 December 2005,
a post he held till 19 December 2009. In May 2009, he was elected to the Lok
Sabha from Ghaziabad in Uttar Pradesh. On 26 May 2014, Shri Rajnath Singh
took oath as the Union Minister for Home Affairs, a portfolio he held till 30
May 2019. On 31 May 2019, Shri Rajnath Singh was allocated the portfolio of
Union Minister for Ministry of Defence.
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DR SUBRAHMANYAM JAISHANKAR
Hon’ble Minister for External Affairs
Government of India

Dr S Jaishankar is India’s External Affairs Minister since May 30th, 2019. He
is a Member of the Upper House (Rajya Sabha) of India’s Parliament from
the state of Gujarat.
He was Foreign Secretary from 2015-18, Ambassador to the United States
(2013-15), China (2009-2013) and the Czech Republic (2000-2004). He was
High Commissioner to Singapore (2007-2009).
He has also served in other diplomatic assignments in Embassies in Moscow,
Colombo, Budapest and Tokyo, as well as in the Ministry of External Affairs
and the President’s Secretariat. He was also President – Global Corporate
Affairs at Tata Sons Private Limited from May 2018.
Dr S. Jaishankar is a graduate of St. Stephen’s College at the University of
Delhi. He has a Masters in Political Science and an MPhil and PhD in
International Relations from Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi.
He is a recipient of the Padma Shri award in 2019 and has written a widely
acclaimed best-selling book: The India Way: Strategies for an Uncertain
World, which was published in 2020.
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SHRI BHUPENDER YADAV
Hon’ble Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
Hon’ble Minister of Labour and Employment
Government of India

Shri Bhupender Yadav holds the portfolios of the Minister of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change and the Minister of Labour and Employment since
July 2021. He is a Member of the Upper House (Rajya Sabha) of India’s
Parliament from the state of Rajasthan.
The Hon'ble Minister was elected to the Rajya Sabha in 2012, and again in
2018. As a Member of Parliament, he has been a member of several
parliamentary committees. Shri Bhupender Yadav has also chaired many
important committees of the Parliament, steering significant legislations like
the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2015,
the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2015 and the Financial Resolution and
Deposit Insurance Bill, 2017.
A prolific author and a voracious reader, the Hon'ble Minister has keen interest
in poetry, literature and philosophy, yog sadhna and meditation. His published
works include The Rise of the BJP and Supreme Court on Forest Conservation
(co-author).
In addition, Shri Yadav has published several articles in
‘Nyayapravah’, a legal magazine published by the Akhil Bharatiya Adhivakta
Parishad and in other leading newspapers and magazines.
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SHRI AJAY BHATT
Hon’ble Minister of State for Defence (Raksha Rajya Mantri)
Hon'ble Minister of State for Tourism
Government of India

Mr Ajay Bhatt is a Member of Parliament, representing the Nainital-Udham
Singh Nagar constituency. He is concurrently the Hon’ble Minister of State for
Defence and the Hon’ble Minister of State for Tourism.
Born in Ranikhet in the state of Uttarakhand, on 01 May 1961, Mr Bhatt is an
advocate by training and profession, having received a degree in law from the
Kumaun University, Nainital.
He began his political journey in 1980, and in 1985, was elected as the District
Head of the Executive Council of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). By 1996, he
had been elected to the Legislative Assembly of the state of Uttar Pradesh
(UP) and soon rose to prominence as a well-informed and effective political
leader in the state of UP and, thereafter, in the state of Uttarakhand. Prior to
assuming charge as Minister of State in the Government of India, Mr Ajay
Bhatt was a Member of the Legislative Assembly (MLA) of Uttarakhand. He is
regarded as one of the senior most of BJP leaders of Uttarakhand and has held
several ministerial portfolios in the Government of Uttarakhand.
The Hon’ble Minister is a skilled debater, and an avid reader, with widely
recognised skills as a writer on a extensive range of legal and socially relevant
subjects. He is a strong supporter and practitioner of social service and enjoys
a formidable reputation as a champion of the common people. Mr Bhatt is
deeply committed to self-reliance and the ideal of an Aatmanirbhar Bharat
(self-reliant India). He reposes great faith in India’s Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSME) as a major driver of the country’s ongoing endeavour to
transform itself from a major importer of defence equipment into a net
exporter.
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ADMIRAL R HARI KUMAR
PVSM, AVSM, VSM, ADC
Chief of the Naval Staff, Indian Navy
Admiral R Hari Kumar, an alumnus of the National Defence Academy, was
commissioned into the Indian Navy on 01 January 1983. A gunnery and
missile warfare specialist, the Admiral has commanded Coast Guard Ship C01, INS Nishank, INS Kora, INS Ranvir and INS Viraat. His other sea-going
appointments include Fleet Operations Officer and Fleet Gunnery Officer of
Western Fleet, Executive Officer of INS Vipul, Gunnery Officer (GO) of INS
Ranjit, commissioning GO of INS Kuthar and commissioning GO VIII of INS
Ranvir.
His shore appointments include Command Gunnery Officer at Headquarters
Western Naval Command, Naval Advisor to the Government of Seychelles,
and Training Commander at INS Dronacharya. His Flag appointments include
Commandant of Naval War College at Goa, Flag Officer Sea Training, Flag
Officer Commanding Western Fleet, Chief of Staff, Western Naval Command,
Controller Personnel Services and Chief of Personnel, Naval Headquarters.
Prior to taking over as the Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief Western Naval
Command, Admiral R Hari Kumar was the first Vice Chief of Defence Staff. He
played a key role in setting up and operationalisation of the Department of
Military Affairs, instituted under the newly created post of the Chief of
Defence Staff (CDS)/ Secretary Department of Military Affairs (DMA).
He has served in the Civil-Military Operations Centre of the UN Mission in
Somalia (UNOSOM II) at Mogadishu from December 1992 to June 1993. He
has attended the US Naval Staff Course at Naval War College, Rhode Island,
in 1996, the Army Higher Command Course at the Army War College, Mhow
in 2004, and the Royal College of Defence Studies, London, in 2009. He holds
a Bachelor of Science degree from the Jawaharlal Nehru University, a Master's
degree in International Studies from King's College, London, an MPhil degree
in Defence & Strategic Studies from the Mumbai University and a Post
Graduate Diploma in Shipping Management from the Narottam Morarjee
Institute of Shipping, Mumbai.
He was awarded the Vishist Seva Medal in 2010, Ati Vishisht Seva Medal in
2016, Param Vishisht Seva Medal in 2021, and was appointed Honorary ADC
to the Hon'be President of India in the same year.
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VICE ADMIRAL SN GHORMADE
PVSM, AVSM, NM, ADC
Vice Chief of the Naval Staff, Indian Navy

Vice Admiral Satish N Ghormade, a Navigation and Direction specialist was
commissioned into the Indian Navy on 01 January 1984. He is a graduate of
the National Defence Academy (NDA), Khadakwasla, the Naval Staff College
at the United States Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Island, and the Naval
War College, Mumbai.
The Admiral holds an MPhil degree in Defence and Strategic Studies from the
Mumbai University, a Master's in Defence and Strategic Studies from the
University of Madras, and a second Master’s degree in Personnel Management
from the Symbiosis Institute of Business Management, University of Pune.
During his career spanning more than 38 years, he has held several operational
and staff appointments. His important operational appointments include the
command of the Guided Missile Frigate INS Brahmaputra, the Submarine
Rescue Vessel INS Nireekshak, and the Mine Countermeasures INS Alleppey.
He has also been the Executive Officer of Guided Missile Frigate INS Ganga.
His important staff appointments ashore include Principal Director of
Personnel and Director Naval Plans at Naval Headquarters, Director (Military
Affairs) at the Ministry of External Affairs (Disarmament & International
Security Affairs), Officer-in-Charge Local Workup Team (West), and
instructional duties at the Navigation Direction School, as also at the National
Defence Academy.
As a Flag Officer, he has held the appointments of Assistant Chief of
Personnel (Human Resources Development), Flag Officer Commanding
Karnataka Naval Area, Flag Officer Commanding Maharashtra Naval Area,
Director General Naval Operations, Chief of Staff Eastern Naval Command
and Controller Personnel Services. The Admiral was the Deputy Chief
(Operations & Training) at the Headquarters Integrated Defence Staff prior to
his present appointment as the Vice Chief of the Naval Staff IHQ MoD(N).
The Flag Officer was awarded the Param Vishisht Seva Medal in 2022, the Ati
Vishisht Seva Medal in 2017, and the Nausena Medal in 2007.
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VICE ADMIRAL SANJAY JASJIT SINGH
AVSM, NM, Indian Navy
Deputy Chief of Integrated Defence Staff (Operations),
Headquarters Integrated Defence Staff,
New Delhi, India

Vice Admiral Sanjay Jasjit Singh, AVSM, NM was commissioned in 1986 in the
Executive Branch of the Indian Navy. He is a graduate of the National Defence
Academy, Pune. He specialised in Navigation and Direction in 1992 and
attended the Advanced Command and Staff Course in the UK in 2000. He has
undergone the Naval Higher Command Course in 2009 at the Naval War
College, Mumbai and the National Security Strategy Course, in 2012, at the
National Defence College, Delhi.
He has held a range of command, training and staff appointments, and has
served on most of the classes of ships of the Indian Navy over the past three
decades. His sea command appointments include those of the frigate Taragiri
and the multi-role frigate Trishul. His training appointments include Staff
Officer (Navigation and Direction) Project-15 Training Team, Officer-in-Charge
Local Workup Team (West) and Office-in-charge Navigation and Direction
School.
His staff appointments include Indian Naval Attaché in Iran and various
directorates at Naval Headquarters in New Delhi. On promotion to Flag rank, he
served as the Assistant Chief of Naval Staff (Communications, Space and
Network Centric Operations), Flag Officer Sea Training at Kochi, Flag Officer
Commanding Western Fleet at Mumbai, Commandant Naval War College at
Goa, and Controller Personnel Service at Naval HQ. He assumed his present
appointment as Deputy Chief of Integrated Defence Staff (Operations) at
Headquarters Integrated Defence Staff on 01 August 2021.
He holds MSc and MPhil degrees in Defence and Strategic Studies from Madras
University, an MA in Defence Studies from Kings College, London, and MA
(History), MPhil (Pol) and a PhD (Arts) from Mumbai University.

35

VICE ADMIRAL SANJAY MAHINDRU
AVSM, NM
Deputy Chief of the Naval Staff,
Indian Navy

Vice Admiral Sanjay Mahindru is an alumnus of the National Defence
Academy, Khadakwasla. He was commissioned into the Indian Navy on
01 January 1985 and is a Submarine and Navigation Specialist.
In his career spanning 37 years, he has held a variety of command and staff
appointments both ashore and afloat. The Flag Officer has commanded INS
Shalki, a Type 1500 Shishumar-class submarine, cadet training ship INS
Krishna, and destroyer INS Rajput. He has also commanded INS Satavahana
the Indian Navy’s submarine training establishment, where he set up the
School for Advanced Underwater Warfare. In his staff tenures he has served
in the Directorate of Submarine Operations and Directorate of Nuclear
Submarine Acquisition at IHQ MoD (N). He has also carried out duties as
Naval Assistant to the Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Western Naval
Command, and the Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Southern Naval
Command.
On promotion to the rank of Rear Admiral in 2015, he tenanted the
appointments of Flag Officer Submarines and Flag Officer Maharashtra Area
and Chief Staff Officer at Headquarters Strategic Forces Command. On
elevation to the rank of Vice Admiral in 2019, he held the appointment of
Deputy C-in-C of the Strategic Forces Command prior taking over the present
appointment as Deputy Chief of Naval Staff at IHQ MoD (N).
He has attended the Joint Services Staff College, UK and the College of Naval
Warfare Mumbai. He has an MA (Defence Studies) from Kings College,
London and an M Phil (Defence Studies) from Mumbai University.
The Flag Officer was awarded the Ati Vishisht Seva Medal in 2018 and Nau
Sena Medal (Gallantry) in 2002, by the President of India.
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VICE ADMIRAL DINESH K TRIPATHI
AVSM, NM
Chief of Personnel
Indian Navy

VAdm Dinesh K Tripathi, AVSM, NM assumed charge as Chief of Personnel
on 01 June 2021. He is an alumnus of the National Defence Academy
Khadakwasla and was commissioned in the Navy on 01 July 1985. The Flag
Officer is a specialist in Communication and Electronic Warfare and has
served on frontline warships of the Navy as Signal Communication Officer and
Electronic Warfare Officer and later as the Executive Officer and Principal
Warfare Officer of Guided Destroyer INS Mumbai.
A graduate of Defence Services Staff College, Wellington, the Admiral has
attended Naval Higher Command Course and Naval Command College at the
US Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Island in 2007-08, where he won the
prestigious Robert Bateman International Prize.
He has commanded INS Vinash, INS Kirch and INS Trishul and has held
various important operational and staff appointments which include Fleet
Operations Officer of the Western Fleet at Mumbai, Director of Naval
Operations, Principle Director Network Centric Operations, Principal Director
Naval Plans, and Assistant Chief of Naval Staff (Policy and Plans) at Naval
Headquarters.
The Flag Officer has commanded the Eastern Fleet. On promotion to the rank
of Vice Admiral, the Flag Officer was appointed as the Commandant of the
Indian Naval Academy at Ezhimala, Kerala. The Academy was awarded the
President’s Colours in November 2019. He was the Director General of Naval
Operations, from 29 July 2020 to 31 May 2021, a period that witnessed a very
high tempo of maritime operations.
Vice Admiral Dinesh K Tripathi is a recipient of Ati Vishisht Seva Medal and
Nausena Medal for devotion to duty. The Flag Officer is a keen student of
international relations, military history, and the art & science of leadership.
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ADMIRAL KARAMBIR SINGH
PVSM, AVSM, Indian Navy (Retd)
Chairman, National Maritime Foundation
Former Chief of the Naval Staff

Admiral Karambir Singh assumed command of the Indian Navy on 31 May
2019 as the 24th Chief of the Naval Staff. He is an alumnus of the National
Defence Academy, Khadakwasla. Commissioned into the Indian Navy in July
1980, he earned his wings as a helicopter pilot in 1981 and has flown
extensively on the Chetak (Alouette) and Kamov helicopters. He is a graduate
of the Defence Services Staff College, Wellington; College of Naval Warfare,
Mumbai and has served as Directing Staff in both these institutions.
In his career spanning over 40 years, he has commanded Indian Coast Guard
Ship Chandbibi, Missile Corvette INS Vijaydurg, as well as two Guided Missile
Destroyers, INS Rana and INS Delhi. He has also served as the Fleet
Operations Officer of the Western Fleet. Ashore, he has served at Naval
Headquarters as the Joint Director of Naval Air Staff, and as Captain Air and
Officer-in-Charge of the Naval Air Station at Mumbai. He has also served as a
member of the Aircrew Instrument Rating and Categorisation Board
(AIRCATS).
On promotion to flag rank, the Admiral was appointed as the Chief of Staff,
Eastern Naval Command. His other important flag appointments include Chief
of Staff of the Tri-Services Unified Command at Andaman and Nicobar
Islands and Flag Officer Commanding Maharashtra and Gujarat Naval Area
(FOMAG).
In the rank of Vice-Admiral, he has been the Director General of Project
Seabird, in charge of infrastructure development of the Navy’s expansive and
modern base at Karwar. At the Integrated Headquarters Ministry of Defence
(Navy), the Admiral has been the Deputy Chief of Naval Staff and,
subsequently, the Vice Chief of Naval Staff. He was the Flag Officer
Commanding-in-Chief, Eastern Naval Command at Visakhapatnam, prior to
taking over the helm as the Chief of the Naval Staff on 31 May 19.
The Admiral assumed chairmanship of the NMF on 17 January 2022.
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VICE ADMIRAL PRADEEP CHAUHAN
AVSM & Bar, VSM, Indian Navy, (Retd)
Director General,
National Maritime Foundation

An alumnus of the National Defence Academy, the Defence Services Staff
College, the Naval War College, and the National Defence College, with BSc,
MSc and MPhil degrees under his belt, Vice Admiral Pradeep Chauhan, AVSM
& Bar, VSM, is currently the Director-General of the National Maritime
Foundation.
The admiral retired on 30 November 2013 after an illustrious, rich, and varied
four-decade-long career in the Indian Navy. This included a stint in
Antarctica, as also a three-year deputation to the Government of Mauritius,
where he set up and commanded the Mauritius National Coast Guard. His
sea-going service incorporates as many as four command appointments.
After doing the 42nd NDC, he was the Principal Director of Naval Operations
and thereafter went on to command the Indian Navy’s sole aircraft carrier of
that period, the Viraat.
As a Rear Admiral, he was the Navy’s first Assistant Chief of the Naval Staff
(Foreign Cooperation & Intelligence), where he conceptualised and executed
the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS). As a Vice Admiral, he has been
Chief of Staff of the Western Naval Command; and was, in his last naval
appointment before retirement, the Commandant of the Indian Naval
Academy (Ezhimala). He has been commended three times by the President
of India for sustained distinguished service.
Not one to rest on past laurels, he has remained active even after retirement
and is a much sought-after thought leader and leadership mentor. Apart from
being on the visiting faculty of the higher-command establishments of all
three of India’s defence services, as also tri-Service establishments such as the
College of Defence Management, Hyderabad and the National Defence
College, New Delhi, he has also been advising the government through his
interaction with the Integrated Headquarters of the Ministry of Defence
(Navy), the Ministry of External Affairs, and the National Security Council
Secretariat. He is, in addition, a prolific writer with over 95 published
professional articles and papers, and, a respected Adviser and Fellow of
several important think tanks.
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VICE ADMIRAL G ASHOK KUMAR
PVSM, AVSM, VSM, Indian Navy,(Retd)
National Maritime Security Coordinator (NMSC),
National Security Council Secretariat,
Government of India
Vice Admiral G Ashok Kumar, PVSM, AVSM, VSM is an alumnus of Sainik
School, Amravathi Nagar and National Defence Academy, Khadakvasla,
Pune. He was commissioned into the Executive Branch of the Indian Navy on
01 July 1982.
The Admiral has held various challenging staff and command assignments
during his distinguished naval career spanning more than three decades.
After having completed his specialisation in Navigation and Direction at
Kochi in 1989, he served as the Navigating Officer of Indian Naval Ships
Beas, Nilgiri, Ranvir and Vikrant. His other sea tenures include Commanding
Officer of INS Kulish and Ranvir, and Executive Officer onboard INS
Brahmaputra. Among his shore tenures, the important ones include Staff
Officer (Ops/ND) at Indian Naval Work-up team, Head of Training Team
(Navy) at Defence Services Staff College, Wellington, Defence Advisor at the
High Commission of India in Singapore and the Chief Staff Officer
(Operations) of the Western Naval Command.
On promotion to Flag rank, he held the important assignments of Flag
Officer Sea Training (FOST), Chief of Staff (COS) of Southern Naval
Command and Flag Officer Commanding Maharashtra and Gujarat Naval
Area (FOMAG). In the rank of Vice Admiral he has been the Commandant of
the National Defence Academy and the Deputy Chief of Naval Staff.
He is a graduate of Defence Services Staff College, Wellington and has
attended the Army Higher Command Course at Mhow as well as the
Expeditionary Operations Course at Quantico, Virginia, USA.
After his retirement as the Vice Chief of Naval Staff, he was appointed as
India's first National Maritime Security Coordinator in February 2022.
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DR SANJEEV RANJAN
IAS
Secretary to the Government of India,
Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways

Dr. Sanjeev Ranjan has served in the Indian Administrative Service for over
35 years and has extensive experience in formulating public policy on
finance, logistics, power and infrastructure development. He assumed the post
of Secretary, Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways on 30 April 2020.
He has previously served as Secretary, Ministry of Road Transport and
Highways (MoRTH) and Chairman, National Highways Authority of India
(NHAI).
Dr. Ranjan has also worked on national security infrastructure planning as
Joint Secretary, Ministry of Defence and Secretary, Border Roads
Development Board. As Director, Ministry of Heavy Industries, he was
involved in the formulation of the “National Automobile Policy” and vision for
“Making India into a Global Automotive Hub”. He has previously served as
Chief Secretary in the Government of Tripura, Additional Secretary &
Financial Adviser in the Ministries of Road Transport and Highways,
Shipping, and Tourism, Principal Secretary in the Departments of Power and
Finance. He has also served on the Board of a number of Companies in the
power, infrastructure and tourism sectors including NHIDCL, SCI, ITDC,
OTPC, NEEPCO and NDDB.
Dr. Ranjan received his B.Tech in Electrical Engineering from IIT, Kanpur,
MBA from Faculty of Management Studies, Delhi University and M.Phil.
(Economic Development) from University of Glasgow, United Kingdom. Dr.
Ranjan completed his PhD on the impact of information technology use on
efficiency in public sector enterprises at IIT, Delhi. He also received a degree
in master’s in Public Management at the National University of Singapore.
During the program, he was attached to the Monetary Authority of Singapore
and studied the impact of 2008 economic crisis on Singapore’s growth as an
international financial hub. He is an alumnus of the National Defense College,
New Delhi. He was a National Talent Search Scholar and also a Lee Kuan
Yew Fellow at Harvard University.
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DR M RAVICHANDRAN
Secretary, Ministry of Earth Sciences
Government of India

Dr M Ravichandran, Secretary to the Government of India (which is the apex
rank within the Indian bureaucracy), is a technocrat in the finest sense of the
term, who currently heads the technical-cum-administrative functioning of
the Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES). Holding a Master of Science degree in
physics from Alagappa University, Tamil Nadu, and a PhD in physics from
the University of Pune, he is a richly experienced scientist and physicist of
impressive repute, with deep and abiding research interests spanning a wide
range from atmospheric physics to ocean dynamics, terrestrial and satellitebased ocean observation systems, ocean modelling and data assimilation. He
has, over the years, built-up a formidable professional reputation as a major
scientific and technocratic asset in a number of India’s leading scientific
institutes set up under the Government of India’s “Earth System Science
Organisation” (ESSO), which is administered by the MoES. These include the
Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology, Pune; the National Institute of
Ocean Technology (NIOT), Chennai; the Indian National Centre for Ocean
Information Services (INCOIS), Hyderabad — where he formulated and
executed India’s contribution to the international Argo Project; and the
National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research (NCPOR) at Goa — where he
distinguished himself as the Director, from 2016 to 2021 before taking up his
present appointment as Secretary, MoES. He enjoys global renown as a
leading authority in the field of ocean research and has over a hundred
international peer-reviewed scientific papers and articles to his credit. Dr
Ravichandran represents India with great distinction in a number of
international bodies including the Scientific Committee on Antarctic
Research (SCAR), the International Arctic Science Committee (IASC), the
Council of Managers of National Antarctic Programs, the Antarctic Treaty
System, the CLIVAR/IOC-GOOS Indian Ocean Region Panel (which provides
scientific and technical oversight for implementation of the sustained ocean
observing system for the Indian Ocean), the Scientific Steering Committee of
the Sustained Indian Ocean Biogeochemical and Ecological Research
(SIBER), amongst several others.
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AMBASSADOR SHYAM SARAN
Former Foreign Secretary, Government of India,
Prime Minister’s Special Envoy for Nuclear Affairs
and Climate Change,
President, India International Centre (IIC)
New Delhi, India

Ambassador Shyam Saran is a former Foreign Secretary of India and has
served as Prime Minister’s Special Envoy for Nuclear Affairs and Climate
Change.
After leaving government service in 2010, he headed the Research and
Information System for Developing Countries, a prestigious think tank
focusing on economic issues (2011-2017), and was Chairman of the National
Security Advisory Board under the National Security Council (2013-15).
He is currently Life Trustee of India International Centre, Member of the
Governing Board of the Centre for Policy Research and of the Institute of
Chinese Studies, a Trustee at the World Wildlife Fund (India), and Member of
the Executive Council of the Federation of Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FICCI). He has recently published a book, How India Sees the
World.
Amb Shyam Saran was awarded the Padma Bhushan, the third-highest
civilian award, in 2011 for his contributions to civil service. In May 2019, he
was conferred the Spring Order Gold and Silver Star by the Emperor of Japan
for promoting India-Japan relations.
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DR KRISHNA S VATSA
Member, National Disaster Management Authority,
New Delhi, India

Dr Krishna S Vatsa has worked in the area of disaster risk reduction and
recovery for the last 25 years. Prior to joining as Member, NDMA, Krishna S.
Vatsa worked as Policy Advisor, Disaster Recovery, Bureau for Policy and
Programme Support (BPPS), UNDP in New York and Nairobi during 2015-20.
He served as the Regional Disaster Reduction Advisor, South & South-West
Asia in New Delhi from 2008 to 2014. He joined UNDP in 2007 as an Early
Recovery Coordinator in the Philippines.
As a career civil servant, Krishna S. Vatsa joined the Maharashtra Emergency
Earthquake Rehabilitation Programme in the state of Maharashtra in 1995
and implemented a large-scale earthquake recovery programme during the
next four years. He has also served as Secretary to the Government of
Maharashtra, Relief and Rehabilitation from 2003 to 2006, and then as
Secretary, Rural Development & Panchayati Raj from 2006 to 2007. In course
of his career, he extensively consulted for several national and international
organisations in the area of disaster risk reduction and recovery.
Krishna S. Vatsa has a Doctor of Science in Disaster Risk Management from
the George Washington University, Washington, DC and published extensively
on the subject.
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AMBASSADOR PANKAJ SARAN
Member, National Security Advisory Board
Former Deputy National Security Adviser,
Former Ambassador of India to Russia and Bangladesh,
Ambassador Pankaj Saran is a former diplomat with forty years of
experience in foreign, strategic and national security affairs. He has
served in key positions within the Government of India in the Prime
Minister’s Office, the National Security Council Secretariat, the Ministry
of External Affairs and in Indian Missions in Moscow, Dhaka,
Washington DC, Cairo and Geneva.
He has served as India’s Ambassador to Russia from 2016 to 2018, and
India’s High Commissioner to Bangladesh from 2012 to 2015, periods
which saw major developments in India’s relations with these countries.
He has also headed the Northern Division in the Ministry of External
Affairs dealing with Nepal and Bhutan at a time of profound internal
transformations in these countries and in their relations between 2005
to 2007.
He has served in different capacities in the Prime Minister’s Office under
five different Prime Ministers for nine years between the period 1995 to
2012, contributing to decision-making at the highest levels in a diverse
range of sectors. Apart from foreign affairs and national security, these
included energy, finance, commerce, science and technology, electronics,
telecommunications, space, atomic energy and defence policy.
From 2018 to 2021, he served as the Deputy National Security Adviser
for strategic affairs, dealing with regional and global strategy
formulation for the country. He led the formulation of post-COVID
strategies for India from the national security point of view,,
strengthening the maritime security framework for India and enhancing
maritime cooperation within the Indian Ocean Region. He paid special
attention to neighbourhood policies and the strengthening of India’s
technology and economic security.
An eminent commentator and speaker on international affairs and
national security issues, Ambassador Saran has participated in, as also
organised, several international negotiations and summit level meetings
in India and around the world. He is currently a member of the National
Security Advisory Board.
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COMMODORE ALOK ANANDA , YSM
Commodore (Naval Operations),
Indian Navy

Commodore Alok Ananda is currently serving as the Commodore (Naval
Operations) at the Directorate of Naval Operations, Naval Headquarters, New
Delhi since March 2021. In his current role, he oversees coordination and
execution of all operations of the Indian Navy.
The officer was commissioned in the Indian Navy in Jul 1993. He is an alumnus
of Naval Academy Goa. He completed his Midshipman training onboard
Aircraft Carrier INS Viraat, wherein he was awarded Gold Medal for his
outstanding performance in professional subjects and sports. The officer
specialises in Navigation and Direction and has served as Navigating Officer
of four frontline warships. The officer has commanded Landing Ship INS
Ghorpad, during which tenure, the ship was awarded ‘Best Landing Ship’
trophy. He was the Executive Officer of the frontline destroyer INS Ranvijay
wherein, the ship was adjudged as the ‘Best Ship’ of the Eastern Fleet. He also
had the honour to command the indigenously built state-of-the-art stealth
Frigate, INS Satpura from 2018 - 2019. The ship was awarded ‘Best Ship’
trophy for its exceptional performance and high operational tempo.
The officer has served in several instructional tenures including instructor at
National Defence Academy, Navigation & Direction School and Defence
Services Staff College. His key tenures at Naval Headquarters, New Delhi
include Captain (Strategy, Concepts and Transformation), Captain (Naval
Operations) and Joint Director (Naval Plans).
He is an alumnus of the Defence Service Staff College, Wellington, where he
was awarded ‘Scudder Medal’ for standing ‘first overall’ in the staff course. He
attended 58th National Defence Course at Thailand from 2015 - 2016 and was
awarded prize for the ‘Best Research Paper’. The officer holds Masters and
MPhil degree in Defence and Strategic Studies. He was awarded Yudh Seva
Medal in 2016 for successful conduct of Op RAHAT in Yemen in 2015. He has
also been commended by the Chief of the Naval Staff and Flag Officer
Commanding-in-Chief, Southern Naval Command for his contribution to the
Service.
51

REAR ADMIRAL MICHAEL BAKER
United States Navy,
Flag Defence Attaché
US Embassy, New Delhi
Rear Admiral Michael Baker, US Navy, is currently the Navy Foreign Area
Officer Community Leader. A native of Charlotte, North Carolina, he is a 1995
graduate of the US Naval Academy, from where he earned a Bachelor of
Science degree in History, and a 2005 graduate of Istanbul Bilgi University as
an Olmsted Scholar, where he was awarded a Master of Arts in International
Relations.
He served as a 2010 International Affairs Fellow to the Council on Foreign
Relations, and speaks Turkish and French. The admiral is a Navy Foreign Area
Officer, with considerable experience in building capability and capacity in and
with US partners, enabling US Coalition operations, leading Military Attaché
Operations, and directing international strategy and plans, in a number of areas
of responsibility of the USA’s Combatant Commands (COCOMs), including the
Africa Command (AFRICOM), the European Command (EUCOM), the IndoPacific Command (INDOPACOM), and the Central Command (CENTCOM).
As an E-2C Hawkeye Naval Flight Officer, he deployed to the Western Pacific
and Indian Ocean and to the Arabian Gulf and Saudi Arabia in support of
Operation SOUTHERN WATCH. As a Foreign Area Officer, he deployed to
Silopi (Turkey) and Northern Iraq, serving as liaison officer to the Turkish
Special Forces in support of Operation IRAQI FREEDOM; and aboard the HighSpeed Vessel SWIFT in the Indian Ocean to support US Naval Forces Africa
Partnership Station.
His shore assignments include stints at the Naval Strike and Air Warfare
Center as a Weapons And Tactics instructor; the Office of the Chief of Naval
Operations (OPNAV N52) as an Asia-Pacific Political-Military Planner;
AFRICOM as the director of West Africa Engagement; Senior Defense
Official/Defense Attaché to Madagascar, Comoros, Mauritius, and Seychelles;
the Office of Defense Cooperation Turkey, where he was the Chief of Naval
Cooperation; in the Defense Intelligence Agency, as Director, Defense Attaché
Service – Asia Pacific Division; in Bahrain as the Assistant Chief of Staff for
Strategy, Plans, and Policy (N5) for US Naval Forces CENTCOM/US 5th Fleet;
as OPNAV (N51) Security Cooperation & Posture, and Chief of Staff of the
Foreign Area Officer Community.
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DR DAVID BREWSTER
Senior Research Fellow,
Strategic and Defence Studies Centre,
Australian National University (ANU)
Canberra, Australia
Dr David Brewster is a Senior Research Fellow with the National Security
College, Australian National University where he works on the Indian Ocean
and Indo-Pacific maritime security. He is also a Distinguished Research Fellow
with the Australia India Institute, University of Melbourne.
He is a frequent speaker at international security conferences throughout the
region and is an Australian delegate to several major 1.5 Track security and
defence dialogues. His research interests include Indian Ocean security, India's
security and defence relationships, and, Indo-Pacific maritime security
His books include India as an Asia Pacific Power, about India’s strategic role in
the Asia Pacific and India’s Ocean: the story of India’s bid for regional
leadership which examines India’s strategic ambitions in the Indian Ocean. His
latest edited volume is India and China at Sea: Competition for Naval
Dominance in the Indian Ocean, which addresses Indian and Chinese
perspectives about their roles in the Indian Ocean and their evolving naval
strategies towards each other. He contributed a chapter to Strategic Asia 2019
titled 'The Red Flag Follows Trade: China’s Future as an Indian Ocean Power'.
Dr Brewster is also the author of a major new report, Australia’s Second Sea:
Facing our Multipolar Future in the Indian Ocean, which proposes a new
roadmap for Australia’s strategic engagement in the Indian Ocean.
Dr Brewster is currently engaged in the following projects:
Indian Ocean security: This project looks at the future strategic order of the
Indian Ocean, with a particular focus on the roles of India and China.
Australia in the Indian Ocean. This project will examine the development of
Australia’s strategic role in the Indian Ocean from Imperial to contemporary
times. It will focus on the competing imperatives faced by Australia in
supporting its alliance partners, especially in the Middle East, taking an
active role in the security of Southeast Asia, as well as addressing its own
continental security.
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MS JANE GIT YIN CHAN
Senior Fellow and Coordinator,
Maritime Security Programme,
Institute of Defence and Strategic Studies (IDSS),
The S Rajaratnam Institute of Strategic Studies (RSIS),
Nanyang Technological University, Singapore
Ms Jane Chan is a Senior Fellow and Coordinator of the Maritime Security
Programme at the S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies (RSIS) at
Nanyang Technological University (NTU), Singapore. Her main research
interests include maritime security issues in Southeast Asia, law and order at
sea, regional maritime cooperation and confidence-building measures, and
regional boundary delimitation and territorial disputes. She is an affiliated
faculty at the Singapore Arm Forces (SAF)-NTU Academy (SNA). Her
publications include Christian Bueger and Jane Chan (eds.), Paving the Way
for Regional Maritime Domain Awareness: Information Fusion Centre,
Nanyang Technological University, 2019, Sam Bateman, Rajni Gamage and
Jane Chan (eds.), ASEAN and the Indian Ocean: The Key Maritime Links,
RSIS Monograph, 2017, Vijay Sakhuja and Jane Chan (eds.), China’s Maritime
Silk Road and Asia, (VIJ Books India Pvt Ltd, 2016), Geoffrey Till and Jane
Chan (eds.), Naval Development in Southeast Asia (Routledge, 2014).
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DR SUCHANA CHAVANICH
UNESCO Sustainable
Ocean Ambassador,
Chulalongkorn University,
Bangkok, Thailand

Dr Suchana Apple Chavanich has a broad base of ecological research
interests that involve the study of nearshore species from tropical to polar
regions. In addition, her research focuses on the conservation and restoration
of marine ecosystems and the impact of climate change and marine debris on
marine ecosystems. Currently, she is also the Project Leader of Coral Reef
Conservation in the Western Pacific under the UNESCO/IOC SubCommission for the Western Pacific. She serves as a Thailand Reef Check
Coordinator, teaching and stimulating local communities to protect and
monitor coral reef health using ecologically sound and economically
sustainable solutions. She is also considered to be Thailand’s first female
scientist to go diving in Antarctica and the Arctic. Her research work on the
Arctic, Antarctica, and coral reefs has inspired young Thai people on the
value of marine ecosystems. Because of her work, she has received several
awards and recognitions both nationally and internationally, such as the
ASEAN Biodiversity Heroes Award (2022), the Sustainable Ocean
Ambassador appointed by UN-AFMA-FAO Annex (2019), and the Explorer
Award by National Geographic Magazine, Thailand (2018).
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DR MUMIN CHEN
Research Fellow,
New Delhi

Dr Mumin Chen is an associate professor at the Graduate Institute of Political
Science, National Chung Hsing University and member of international
affairs section, Taiwan Think Tank, in Taiwan. Chen earned his Ph.D. in
International Studies from the Graduate School of International Studies,
University of Denver, USA (2004).
His previous experiences include adjunct lecturer, School of International
Studies, Peking University (2001-2002); special assistant to Vice President of
Taiwan (2002-2004); assistant professor, National Changhua University of
Education (2004-2008); visiting research fellow at East Asian Institute,
National University of Singapore (2008); and visiting scholar at Department
of East Asian Studies, University of Delhi (2009); and visiting fellow at
Observer Research Foundation (2011-2012). He is the author of International
Security Theory: Power, State and Threat (in Chinese, Wu-Nan, Taipei: 2009)
and Prosperity but Insecurity: Globalization and China's National Security
1979-2000 (Lambert Academic Publishing, Germany: 2010). Chen's research
focuses include: international security theory, Chinese politics and foreign
policy, and South Asian security. At present Chen is conducting a research
on recent trends and developments of India-China relations.

56

REAR ADMIRAL (PROF) SHAUL CHOREV
IsrN (Retd),
Head, Maritime Policy and Strategy Research Centre,
Haifa (HMS),
University of Haifa, Israel
Rear-Admiral Professor Shaul Chorev, the former Head of the Israel Atomic
Energy Commission and former Deputy Chief of Naval Operations is the
Head of the Maritime Policy & Strategy Research Center, the Wydra division
for Shipping & Ports and the Ezri Center for Iran and the Persian Gulf,
University of Haifa.
As a professor in the International Relations division of the School of
Political Science, he is also the Head of the Reuven Chaikin Chair for
Geostrategy and head of the M.A. program in National Security and
Maritime Strategy at the University of Haifa.
Retired Israeli Navy Rear Admiral Chorev has also held numerous senior
positions in the Israeli defence establishment, including Assistant to the
Minister of Defense for Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical Defense;
Commanding Officer of the Haifa Naval Base; and Commanding Officer of
an Israeli Naval Flotilla (missile boats & submarines). He was also the Head
of the Dolphin Submarines Project in the German Shipyards (HDW &
TNSW) between 1989 and 1992.
Chorev holds a BA in Economics and Political Sciences from Bar Ilan
University (1985), MSc. from the United States Naval Postgraduate School
(1989), and a PhD from Bar Ilan University in Science Technology and
Society (2005).
Prof Chorev lectures on maritime strategy and Israel's defence policy,
international security, arms control technology transfer, and innovation
system in the defence laboratories.
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CAPTAIN ALASTAIR COOPER
RAN,
Director, Sea Power Centre-Australia,
Royal Australian Navy,
Canberra, Australia
Captain Alastair Cooper joined the Royal Australian Navy in 1988. A Maritime
Warfare Officer, he served at sea in HMA Ships Canberra (II), Melbourne (III)
and Fremantle (II), and ashore, as Commanding Officer of Navy Headquarters
South Australia, the research officer to the Chief of Navy and in Navy
Capability Division. He has also worked in private-sector telecommunications
and as a public servant in the Department of Defence, the Department of the
Prime Minister and Cabinet and the Attorney-General’s Department. He is
currently posted to Navy Headquarters as the Director of the Sea Power Centre
- Australia.
Alastair Cooper graduated from the University of New South Wales at the
Australian Defence Force Academy, Canberra with a first-class honours degree
in history, and is the author of several chapters, articles and online posts on
Australian naval history and military strategy, including ‘At the Crossroads:
Anglo-Australian Naval Relations, 1945-1971’ in the Journal of Military History;
two chapters in The Australian Centenary History of Defence: Volume 3: The
Royal Australian Navy; ‘The development of an independent Navy for Australia:
correspondence between the First Naval Member and the First Sea Lord, 19471959’ in The Naval Miscellany, Vol. VII; and co-author of Upgrade or replace: a
cost comparison of Australian warship service lives.
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DR PRABIR DE
Coordinator, ASEAN-India Centre (AIC) and
Professor, Research and Information System for
Developing Countries (RIS),
New Delhi, India

Dr Prabir De is a Professor at the Research and Information System for
Developing Countries (RIS), New Delhi. He is also the Head of the ASEAN-India
Centre (AIC) at RIS. He has over three decades of full-time research and
teaching experience in India and abroad.
He works in the field of international economics and has research interests in
international trade and development. He has been conducting policy research
for the Government of India and several national and international
organisations including several UN agencies and multilateral development
organisations. He was a Visiting Fellow of the Institute of Developing
Economies (IDE-JETRO), Japan; the Asian Development Bank Institute (ADBI),
Tokyo; Korea Institute for International Economic Policy (KIEP), Seoul; and
Visiting Senior Fellow of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission
for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP), Bangkok.
He has contributed several research papers in international journals and written
books on trade and development. He is the Founding Editor of the Journal of
Asian Economic Integration, published by Sage.
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PROF DR HERIBERT DIETER
German Institute for International and Security Affairs (SWP),
Berlin, Germany

Professor Dr Heribert Dieter is a Senior Fellow at the German Institute for
International and Security Affairs, Visiting Professor of International Political
Economy at Zeppelin University, Lake Constance (since 2013) and an Adjunct
Professor at the University of Potsdam (since 2017).
He studied Political Science and Economics at the Free University of Berlin.
After his position as a Senior Fellow at the University of Duisburg researching
global economy and regional integration, he joined the Central European
University, Budapest as a visiting Professor in 2004. From 2005 to 2010 he
worked as a Coordinator, a Member and Principle Writer of the “Warwick
Commission on the Future of the Multilateral Trading System” and a Member
and Coordinator of the “Warwick Commission on International Financial
Reform” at the University of Warwick. During that time he also was a visiting
Researcher and Professor at the University of Sydney and submitted his
habilitation in political science. Besides his current positions, he has been a
Professor and the Chair of International Relations at Ruhr University Bochum
and Visiting Professor at the Australian National University, Canberra;
Murdoch University, Perth.
His current research focused on the future of globalization, the consequences
of the rise of China for the world, bilateralism and plurilateralism in trade
governance and Germany’s position in the 21st century’s global economy.
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MR BENOÎT GAUTHIER
Head of Regional Economic Service,
Embassy of France, New Delhi

Mr Benoît Gauthier, Head of the Regional Economic Service, Embassy of
France in India has focused his presentation on two directions: A short
presentation on the common road map on blue economy and ocean
governance which has been set up with India in February 2022, which is
built with the sustainability aspect as the main objective. The roadmap is
ranked into 4 pillars: institutional, economic, infrastructures and scientific
and academic. This roadmap should accelerate bilateral cooperation between
the two countries and the implementation of projects. But the real issue is
how to further operationalize this roadmap in concrete actions and tools.
And a presentation of what are the financial tools to implement the IndoPacific strategy? The regional economic department can mobilize grants and
loans in projects where there is a sustainability aspect. These tools can be
mobilized for monitoring and preserving the fishery resource, sustainable
fishing, weather forecasts and preservation of marine and coastal
biodiversity.
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DR FRÉDÉRIC GRARE
Non-resident Policy Fellow,
European Council on Foreign Relations (ECFR),
Senior Fellow, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace,
Paris, France

Dr Frédéric Grare is a Non-resident Policy Fellow at the European Council on
Foreign Relations (ECFR, and Non-resident Senior Fellow at the Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace.
His research focuses on Indo-Pacific dynamics, the search for security
architecture, and South Asia Security issues. Grare served as an Advisor at the
Center for Analysis, forecasting and strategy of the French ministry of foreign
affairs, and as head of the Asia bureau at the Directorate for Strategic Affairs
in the French Ministry of Defense. Prior to joining the French Ministry of
External Affairs, he was Director of the South Asia program at the Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace in Washington DC. Grare also served at the
French embassy in Pakistan and as director of the Centre for Social Sciences
and Humanities in New Delhi.
His most recent books include The Indian Ocean as a New Political and
Security Region, co-written with Jean-Loup Samaan, (Palgrave, January 2022),
and India turns East: International Engagement and US-China Rivalry (Hurst
Publisher, November 2017) written with the support of the Smith Richardson
Foundation.
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COLONEL IBRAHIM HILMY
Commandant MNDF Coast Guard,
Male, Maldives
Colonel Hilmy joined Maldives National Defence Force on 25 April 1988. He
is a naval executive branch officer with specialization in Naval
Communication and Electronic Warfare.
An alumnus of Defence Services Staff College, Wellington, India, he has
obtained MSc in Defence Studies from the University of Madras.
Furthermore, he is also an alumnus of Asia Pacific Centre for Security
Studies (APCSS), Hawaii where he completed the Advance Security Course,
and an alumnus of Defense Institute of International Legal Studies (DIILS)
in Newport, Rhode Island.
He was commissioned as a Lieutenant in 2002, and has held numerous staff
and command appointments in his career spanning 32 years. He has been
Assistant Director General (ADG) of Coast Guard, Deputy Commanding
Officer for Defence Institute of Training and Education, Commanding Officer
of Officer Training Wing, Commanding Officer of Defence Institute for
Training and Education, Principal Director of Plans, Policy and Resource
Management, Principal Director of Department of International Defence
Cooperation in Ministry of Defence, Commander of Aviation Security
Command and Defence Adviser of Maldives to Pakistan.
He has attended in the “Sub-Regional Training Course on Marine Accident
and Incident Investigation” in Mumbai, jointly organized by International
Maritime organisation (IMO) and the Government of India and is awarded as
a qualified marine safety investigator by IMO. He has undergone various
other courses which include International Maritime Officer’s Course from
USA, Junior Staff Officer’s Course from Bangladesh, Law of Armed Conflict
Instructors Course and Joint Warfare Officer’s Course from Malaysia, and
GMDSS (GOC) Course from Singapore.
Colonel Hilmy has been decorated with Presidential Medal, 3rd November
Medal, Good Conduct Medal, Dedicated Service Medal, Defence Force Service
Medal, Centenary Medal and 17th SAARC Summit Medal.
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DR PRAMOD JAISWAL
Director,
Nepal Institute for International Cooperation & Engagement
(NIICE)
Kathmandu, Nepal
Dr. Pramod Jaiswal is a Research Director at Nepal Institute for International
Cooperation and Engagement, Kathmandu. He is also a researcher at South
Asian Studies, Institute of Asian Studies, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok.
He has been a regular and visiting faculty at different universities of Nepal
(Tribhuvan University, Kathmandu University, Pokhara University and Army
Command and Staff College) and China (China Foreign Affairs University,
Fudan University, Tongji University, and Qinghai University of Nationalities).
He is a Visiting Fellow at Sandia National Laboratories, Cooperative
Monitoring Center, Albuquerque, New Mexico, US and Senior Fellow at the
Institute of Peace and Conflict Studies, New Delhi. Previously, he has worked
with Manohar Parikkar Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses, New Delhi
and as Delhi Correspondent with the Rising Nepal, Nepal’s state-owned media.
He is a member of the Editorial Board, Journal of International Affairs,
Kathmandu; Member of the Academic Committee at the Pangoal Institution,
Beijing; Member of International Advisory Committee, Journal of Liberty and
International Affairs, Macedonia; the Editor in Chief of Journal of Security and
International Studies, Kathmandu; Member of Subject Committee of
International Relations and Diplomacy, Tribhuvan University; Member of
Institute for National and International Security, Belgrade and Member of
Multipolarity Research Centre, Sydney.
He is also contributing as Strategic Affairs Editor at Nepalkhabar, Nepal’s
largest digital media of Nepal. He holds Masters, M. Phil and PhD from School
of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. He
specializes on China and South Asia and has done extensive work on Chinese
Foreign Policy, China’s South Asia Policy, China’s ambitious Belt and Road
Initiative, Indo-Pacific Affairs, etc. He has authored, edited and co-edited
around dozens of books on China and South Asia affairs and frequently
contributes to national and international dallies in English, Hindi and Nepali.
The most recent are - Rebalancing Asia: Belt and Road Initiative and IndoPacific Strategy, (Singapore: Springer, 2021), Geopolitics of South Asia and
Indo-Pacific Region, (New Delhi: GB Books, 2022) and Northern Neighbours,
Southern Concerns: Political, Strategic and Economic Dimensions of NepalChina Relations, (New Delhi: GB Books, 2022).
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DR IR NADIARTI NURDIN KADIR
Associate Professor,
Faculty of Marine Science and Fisheries,
Universitas Hasanuddin,
Makassar, Indonesia

Dr Nadiarti Nurdin Kadir is an Associate Professor at the Faculty of Marine
Science and Fisheries, Universitas Hasanuddin in Makassar, Indonesia. She
graduated from the Fisheries Department of Universitas Hasanuddin in 1990,
earned an MSc in Marine Environmental Protection from Bangor University
in Wales, UK in 1996, and a PhD in Natural Resources and Environmental
Management from IPB University in Bogor, Indonesia in 2012.
A lecturer at Universitas Hasanuddin since 1991, she is serving as Head of
Study Program of Aquatic Resource Management since 2019, Secretary of
the Centre of Excellence for Marine Resilience and Sustainable Development
(MarSave CoE) since 2017, and Head of the Learning Centre for Ecosystem
Approach to Fisheries Management (LC-EAFM) since 2019.
With a special interest in coastal ecology, her research and publications have
focused on tropical coastal species and ecosystems, addressing multiple
aspects from species-level biology and ecology to ecosystem conservation
and restoration, and from biodiversity exploration to sustainable use. Her
recent publications include: Seagrass density correlates with burrow
abundance and size in the Zebra Mantis Shrimp (Stomatopoda:
Lysiosquillidae) in Revista de Biología Tropical; Variation in the behaviour of
an obligate corallivore is influenced by resource availability, in Behavioral
Ecology and Sociobiology; Ecology of seagrass beds in Sulawesi—
Multifunctional key habitats at the risk of destruction, in Science for the
Protection of Indonesian Coastal Ecosystems (SPICE); Restored seagrass
beds support Macroalgae and Sea Urchin communities, in IOP Conf. Series:
Earth and Environmental Science, Ecosystems Approach to Fisheries
Management (EAFM) assessment for grouper and snapper fisheries in
Bontang, East Kalimantan, Indonesia, also in IOP Conference Series: Earth
and Environmental Science; Analysis of two whale shark watching
destinations in Indonesia: status and ecotourism potential in Biodiversitas,
and Management of the Grouper Export Trade in Indonesia in Reviews in
Fisheries Science & Aquaculture.
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DR RAJAT KATHURIA
Dean, School of Humanities & Social Sciences, and
Professor of Economics
Shiv Nadar University,
Delhi NCR

Dr Rajat Kathuria is Dean of the School of Humanities and Social Sciences,
and Professor of Economics at Shiv Nadar Institution of Eminence. He is the
former Director and Chief Executive of the Indian Council for Research on
International Economic Relations (ICRIER), New Delhi.
He has over 20 years of experience in teaching and 25 years of experience in
economic policy, besides research interests on a range of issues relating to
regulation and competition policy. He has worked with the World Bank,
Washington DC as a Consultant and carried out research assignments for a
number of international organisations, including ILO, UNCTAD, LIRNEasia,
World Bank, and ADB. He has published in international and national
journals, besides in popular magazines and newspapers.
He is a founder member of the Broadband Society for Universal Access and
served on the Board of the Delhi Management Association. He is on several
government committees and on the research advisory council of SBI. He has
an undergraduate degree in Economics from St. Stephens College, a Masters
from Delhi School of Economics, and a PhD degree from the University of
Maryland, College Park.
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COMMODORE DEBESH LAHIRI
Executive Director,
National Maritime Foundation

An alumnus of the Naval Engineering Course (NEC), Naval Engineering
College, INS Shivaji, Lonavala and College of Defence Management (CDM),
Secunderabad, Commodore Debesh Lahiri was commissioned into the Indian
Navy on 25 November 1988.
He is a Marine Engineer by profession and has completed his Master’s
(MTech) from the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Chennai. He has
completed a World Bank programme on Alternate Dispute ResolutionArbitration, Conciliation and Mediation. He was the Deputy Naval Attaché at
the Embassy of India, Moscow, and has been at the helm of two Naval ship
Repair Yards, at Port Blair and Karwar respectively. He has a wide
experience at sea, having been an Engineer Officer on three different types
of propulsion, viz. Internal Combustion Engines (Ghorpad), Gas Turbines
(Veer) and Steam (Udaygiri, Ganga, Gomati and Beas) and has also been the
Fleet Engineer Officer, Western Fleet.
He has been an Additional General Manager (Quality Assurance and
Production) at Naval Dockyard, Mumbai, and is well-versed in Human
Resource Management, having been Director of Personnel at Naval
Headquarters. As Commodore Dockyards, he was responsible for the creation
of marine infrastructure in the Navy.
He is a fellow of the Institute of Marine Engineers (FI MarE) and his papers
have been published by the American Society of Mechanical Engineers
(ASME), Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE), International Naval
Engineers Conference (INEC), Indian National IC Engines Conference and
the Journal of Marine Engineering. He has also authored service papers on
matters of importance to the Indian Navy and has written a dissertation on
Comprehensive National Power. His articles and poems on Shipbuilding in
Ancient India, Energy, Emissions, Environment, Quality Techniques,
Leadership and Personnel Management have been published in Naval
Despatch, Personnel Update, among several other magazines and periodicals.
He is a keen sportsman, weekend golfer, avid reader and sometimes, poet.
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MS HARRIET NJOKI MBOCE
HSC, Doctoral Scholar & Assistant Professor,
University of Nairobi School of Law,
Nairobi, Kenya

Njoki Mboce is a lawyer, consultant, academic and policy advisor. She is also a
certified civil and commercial mediator and qualified arbitrator. Born and
raised next to Kilindini Harbor, West of Mombasa Island, Njoki’s passion for
the maritime space started at a tender age. She has grown to blend this with
her other passions: law policy and security. Njoki is a practising advocate of
the High court of Kenya and a founding partner at the firm of Njoki Mboce &
Company advocates. She teaches at the University of Nairobi, where she is
also pursuing a PhD, with a focus on maritime delimitation disputes, an aspect
of maritime security. She is an expert consultant in the same field.
In other relevant roles, Njoki serves as a Senior Associate Fellow at the Africa
Policy Institute, and Research Associate with SAFESEAS, a pilot project that
studies lessons from maritime security capacity building in the Western Indian
Ocean. She is also a member of the implementing committee of the
FishFORCE Academy model in Kenya on combating maritime crime.
Njoki is a former Visiting Fellow at the Institute for Defence Studies and
Analysis (New Delhi, India) on India-Kenya Maritime Security Co-operation.
She is also a nominated Visiting Scholar at the Leiden Centre for Legal and
Comparative Studies of the East African Community, Netherlands.
When away from the maritime agenda, Njoki offers pro bono trial advocacy
training to lawyers in Botswana, Uganda and Kenya, with Justice Advocacy
Africa, a non-profit American based institution and the respective law
societies.
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MR RAJ MOHABEER
Officer in Charge,
General Secretariat,
Indian Ocean Commission (IOC)

An economist by profession, Mr Raj Mohabeer holds, since 2000, the post of
Officer in Charge at the General Secretariat of the Indian Ocean Commission –
an inter-governmental Organisation of the South-West Indian Ocean Island
States. Prior to this period, he was working as an economist at the Ministry of
Economic Planning and Development of the Republic of Mauritius. His portfolio
includes economic cooperation, trade, regional integration and infrastructure,
maritime security and blue economy – areas of intervention that span to
countries beyond the IOC Member States and region. He also deals with Small
Islands Developing States issues together with the Pacific and Caribbean
regions.
Raj Mohabeer has gained extensive and deep knowledge of the region. Among
the various dossiers under his responsibility, Mr Mohabeer has been promoting
Blue Economy and has spearheaded the development of a Maritime Security
Architecture for the Western Indian Ocean under the MASE Programme,
actively advocating for the participation of the international community to join
in. He has also been the head of the Secretariat for the Contact Group Against
Piracy Off the Coast of Somalia.
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MS ALEXANDRA NICOLAS
Institut de Recherche Stratégique de l’Ecole
Militaire (IRSEM),
Paris, France

A graduate of the Master in International Relations and Foreign Action
(MRIAE) from Paris I Panthéon-Sorbonne, Alexandra Nicolas is currently
doing a doctorate in International Relations. Her thesis focuses on marine
biodiversity as a defence issue, analysing shark finning in Costa Rica and
São Tomé and Príncipe. The thesis is directed by the political scientist Kévin
Parthenay and is under the dual patronage of the University of Tours and
the Institute for Strategic Research of the Ecole Militaire (IRSEM – French
Ministry of the Armed Forces, as part of the DGRIS's International Relations
and Strategy program).
Drawing on her experience at the Military International Relations Center
(EMA PRIM) and at the Center for Doctrine and Command Education (CDEC,
French Army), Alexandra Nicolas recently conducted a prospective study for
the Army: “The future victories of the Army will be green! From combat
ecology to ecological combat”. She is now an associate researcher at the
CDEC, in charge of forward-thinking on the strategic impacts of
environmental issues.
In this respect, Alexandra Nicolas took part in the first edition of the
Mediterranean strategic meetings (RSMed) co-organised by two French think
tanks, the FRS and the FMES. These were held in Toulon (France) on
September 27 and 28. She intervened as a panellist of the round table
“Energy, climate and environment”.
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AMBASSADOR DR NOMVUYO NOKWE
Former Secretary-General, Indian Ocean Rim Association and
former Ambassador of South Africa to Mauritius,
The Duma Nokwe Foundation, Johannesburg, South Africa

Ambassador Dr Nomvuyo Nontsikelelo Nokwe is a dynamic and client-focused
diplomat with broad experience and substantial success in driving economic
diplomacy between countries bordering the Indian Ocean Region (IOR),
especially as its former first African woman Secretary-General of the Indian
Ocean Rim Association (IORA). She has achieved significant success in driving
enhanced regional economic cooperation and sustainable development among
the IOR member states, businesses and academia under the Chair leadership of
India, Indonesia, Australia, South Africa, and the UAE. Her primary objective
was to reposition the Association and to deliver sustainable long-term values
and goals in line with the Jakarta Concord.
During her tenure, she oversaw the establishment of new Working Groups in
the areas of Maritime Safety and Security, the Blue Economy, Women’s
Economic Empowerment; as well as Tourism and Disaster Risk Management
and she also played an integral role in the delivery of key IORA projects and
initiatives. Her previous diplomatic experience as a first woman includes being
South Africa's High Commissioner to the Republic of Mauritius & Seychelles,
where she promoted the national interests and values of South Africa through
economic diplomacy.
In Northern Italy, whereas her first posting as South Africa's Consul General
she was instrumental in showcasing South Africa effectively and was able to
attract crucial investors and skilled professionals to support both small and
medium enterprises in South Africa before and after the World Football Cup
of 2010.
Her other experience is in medicine as a qualified medical doctor, having
worked in both developed and developing countries. Her passion is social
justice and human rights hence her engagement through the Duma Nokwe
Foundation a non-governmental organisation that interacts both at
governmental and at community levels.
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PROF JEFFREY S PAYNE
Manager of Academic Affairs,
Near East South Asia Center for Strategic Studies,
National Defense University,
Washington DC, USA

Professor Jeffrey Payne currently serves as an Assistant Professor at the Near
East South Asia (NESA) Center for Strategic Studies. He pilots NESA’s
maritime security programming, including its ongoing series devoted to the
Indian Ocean Region and wider Indo-Pacific. In addition, he leads NESA’s
engagements relating to maritime and littoral information sharing/data
analysis.
Prof Payne conducts analyses on Chinese foreign policy, Indian Ocean
Regional affairs, and maritime security. He is particularly interested in the
intersection of maritime security and strategic competition in the Indian
Ocean, as well as how technology and information can assist in furthering
security cooperation. His work informs United States Combatant Commands,
the Office of the Secretary of Defense, and interagency efforts inside the
United States government.
Prof Payne takes part in United States
government efforts relating to Maritime Domain Awareness and helps
facilitate internal discussions across bureaucratic seams existing in the Indian
Ocean. He has presented before international conclaves, security forums, and
defence institutions in Europe, the Middle East, South Asia, and East Asia.
Specific programs he leads under the NESA banner include the Indian Ocean
Region Island Forum, the Quadrilateral Maritime Series, and the Collaborative
Maritime Domain Awareness Series.
He hails from a landlocked U.S. state, potentially explaining his fascination
with the sea. Prior to joining the NESA Center, Prof Payne served as a
professor at Butler University and consulted for the World Bank. He performed
graduate studies at Indiana University-Bloomington.
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ADMIRAL JAYANTHA PERERA
RWP, VSV, USP,
Former Commander of the Sri Lanka Navy
Colombo, Sri Lanka
As the 19th Sri Lanka Navy Commander possessing thirty seven years of
military experience, who wishes to constantly be associated with defence and
maritime affairs both locally and internationally, Admiral Jayantha Perera is
an expert in the area of maritime defence.
As a professional aptly qualified in a myriad of military disciplines, which
particularly captures the aspects of safeguarding maritime boundaries and
enforcing principles of good governance in the ethical conduct of oceanic
affairs, he was duly able to rise to the upper echelon of his military career.
Having obtained his first Master of Science degree in Defence Studies from
the University of Madras, his military inspirations further aspired him to
pursue his career interests as a charismatic officer in the Sri Lanka Navy,
where he was able to successfully complete his second Master of Science
degree in Defence and Strategic Studies at the National Defence University of
Islamabad, Pakistan.
Admiral Perera has also held many senior responsible naval appointments,
where he was able to secure the glorious opportunity of becoming the first
Commanding Officer of the SLN Flag Ship Sayura in 2000. The exemplary
service rendered by him towards protecting the motherland, has made him
walk-past milestones of victory by becoming a recipient of several gallantry
medals, which were awarded for the acts of bravery performed both at the
battle field and at sea.
Upon retirement as the Navy Chief, he was appointed to serve in the capacity
of Advisor to President on Maritime affairs in 2015 and is now executing
duties as a member of the Presidential Task Force for the prevention of the
spread of COVID 19, within the military forces and the prisons. Furthermore
he is also extending his services as a consultant and a board director to one of
the leading shipping companies in Sri Lanka. Presently his involvement as a
resource person in the global maritime domain, has made him impart and
share effortlessly, the knowledge and experience acquired over the years of
serving in various capacities as a senior naval officer.
73

MR AMIT PROTHI
Director-General
Coalition for Disaster-Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI)
New Delhi, India

Amit Prothi is the Director General, Coalition for Disaster Resilient
Infrastructure (CDRI). Mr. Prothi brings a wealth of international experience
and expertise on climate and disaster resilience issues. He is an international
expert with nearly 25 years of progressive leadership in the fields of urban
planning and resilient infrastructure, with experience across more than 15
countries in North America, Asia and Europe. He has managed
multidisciplinary teams on thematic topics that relate to climate change
mitigation and adaptation including environmental planning, urban policy,
land use and transportation planning, natural resource management, flood
management, disaster resilient infrastructure, housing, and community
development.
Recently, at the Atlantic Council's Arsht Rock Resilience Centre and
previously at the Resilient Cities Network (and its predecessor
100ResilientCities), he engaged directly with cities, national governments,
private sector partners, funders and technical experts to mainstream
understanding of resilience and sustainability in development priorities.
Mr Prothi has a Bachelors in Architecture from the School of Planning and
Architecture in Delhi, and a Masters in Regional Planning from the University
of Massachusetts at Amherst. He has also pursued doctoral studies (focusing
on urban water resource management) at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology.
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MS DIVYA RAI
Programme Executive,
National Maritime Foundation

Ms Divya Rai is the Programme Executive at the National Maritime
Foundation, New Delhi, India. She is involved in the organisation and conduct
of the NMF’s research advocacy events and manages the NMF’s national and
international institutional partnerships. She holds a Master Degree in Defence
and Strategic Studies and a Bachelor’s degree in Physics, Mathematics, and
Defence and Strategic Studies from the University of Allahabad, Prayagraj.
She is also pursuing independent research. Her research interests include
military strategy, urban warfare, guerrilla warfare in the modern age, peace
and conflict studies, military classical thought, maritime geostrategies in the
Indo-Pacific region, and the geopolitics of South Asia. She is currently looking
at the maritime geostrategies of South Asian countries, internal threats in
South Asia and the growing maritime influence of China in the Indo-Pacific
and its impact on South Asian countries, geopolitics and non-traditional
security threats in the South Asia region.
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REAR ADMIRAL JEAN-MATHIEU REY
Head, International Relations (ALRI)
French Navy (Chair of IONS)

Rear Admiral Jean-Mathieu Rey, who is currently serving in the French Naval
Headquarters in Paris, is the Head of International Affairs of the French Navy.
He began his illustrious naval career as an engineer, having graduated from
the prestigious French Naval Academy. He went on to graduate from the
Higher Command and Staff Course in the United Kingdom, incorporating a
Master’s degree from King’s College, London. and underwent equivalent
courses in France — Le Centre des Hautes Études Militaires (CHEM) and was a
member of the 68th course of the globally renowned Institute of Higher
Studies of National Defence — L'Institut des Hautes Etudes de Défense
Nationale (IHEDN).
The admiral has served the French Navy with great distinction for the past 30
years-plus, and over this period, has led operational teams, including those of
the French Special Forces, and has enjoyed seagoing command of French
warships on as many three occasions. In the process, he has garnered a
formidable degree of experience of matters maritime and nuances naval within
the Indo-Pacific. Indeed, prior to his present assignment, he was the French
Joint commander of the Asia-Pacific Zone, and was responsible for French
security interests in the Indo-Pacific — an area of the world that is rapidly
growing in both, importance and complexity, largely (but not solely) as a result
of the US-China strategic competition and the ensuing militarisation of the
Indo-Pacific region. He has been the Director of Operations for the French
Carrier Battle Group centred upon the aircraft carrier, the Charles de Gaulle
and has led the multinational development of the Horizon Class anti-air
destroyer, the Forbin. He is no stranger to the world of diplomacy, having been
deputed to the French Foreign Ministry as the adviser for security and defence
cooperation in Asia and South America.
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DR MD MUSTAFA SAROAR
Professor, Department of Urban & Regional Planning,
Khulna University of Engineering & Technology (KUET),
Khulna, Bangladesh

Professor Saroar is a Bangladeshi academic with over 20 years of experience
in university-level teaching and research, the management of collaborative
research, and academic and developmental administration. He was awarded
his doctorate in climate adaptation from the Regional and Rural Development
Planning program of the Asian Institute of Technology (AIT), in Bangkok,
Thailand and has been a Norwegian Government Scholar (NMFA) at the
Norwegian University of Science and Technology (NTNU) in Trondheim,
Norway.
In his current appointment as Professor and Head/Chair of the Department of
Urban & Regional Planning of the Khulna University of Engineering &
Technology (KUET) and specialises in Sustainable Urban Management, he is
engaged in research into the broader aspects of Sustainability and Global
Change Science, which covers, inter alia, urban sustainability and the
development of healthy cities, urban Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) and
climate adaptation, multi-functional wetland and resilient urban ecosystems,
the UN’s urban Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) and Faecal Sludge
Management (FSM) programmes, urban poverty, and livelihood and food
systems.
He has an extensive and impressive list of professional publications with 27
Scopus/Web of Science indexed, peer-reviewed international publications.
Apart from teaching and research, he has worked for several international
organisations and institutions, including UNICEF, UNDP, FAO, WHO, USAID,
DFID, GIZ, RVO, and CGIAR.
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DR RAJIB SHAW
Professor and Director,
India Japan Laboratory (IJL),
Keio University,
Fujisawa, Japan

Rajib Shaw is a professor at the Graduate School of Media and Governance of
Keio University, Japan. He did his studies at Yokohama National University
and Osaka City University in Japan and the University of Allahabad and
Burdwan University of India.
He is co-founder of a Delhi-based social entrepreneur startup, Resilience
Innovation Knowledge Academy (RIKA), and chair of the board of two
Japanese non-government agencies: SEEDS Asia and CWS Japan. He is the
Co-chair of the Asia Pacific Science Technology Advisory Group (AP-STAG),
and CLA for IPCC’s 6th Assessment Report. Professor Shaw has 53 books
and more than 400 research papers in the field of environment, disaster
management and climate change. Professor Shaw is the recipient of the
prestigious “Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award (PBSA)” in 2021 for his
contribution to the education sector. PBSA is the highest honour conferred on
overseas Indian and persons of Indian origin by the President of India.
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SHRI RAVI SINGH
Secretary General & CEO,
World Wide Fund for Nature-India

Shri Ravi Singh is the Secretary-General and CEO of WWF-India since
2003. Prior to this, Shri Singh was the General Manager and Head, MultiNational Corporates, Deutsche Bank, based in Mumbai.
Started his career as a lecturer of history at Bhagat Singh College, Delhi
University, Mr Singh joined The Chartered Bank (now Standard Chartered
Bank) in 1976 and Deutsche Bank in 1985. Aside from his professional
achievements in the corporate sector, Shri Singh has had an abiding
interest in the conservation of nature and working for India. He has been
involved in conservation-related issues since 1976 and has been a member
of several conservation organisations, which included WWF and the BNHS.
As the head of WWF-India, the country’s largest conservation organisation,
Shri Singh participates in national fora covering biodiversity and aspects of
reducing human footprint.
He has played squash at national level, is a keen traveller, a member of the
Himalayan Club, and an avid reader. His other interests include Indian
history, rock-shelter paintings, high altitude trekking, western classical
music, photography and natural history. The priority areas of his work as
the Secretary General of WWF India are to provide strategic direction to
the conservation work of the organisation and to add qualitatively to the
WWF India’s contribution to conservation.
In his position as the head of India's largest conservation organisation, Shri
Ravi Singh has participated in several national fora including the Standing
Committee of the Indian Board of Wildlife, was a member of the Board of
Directors of IIFM, and in Wildlife Boards of various states in India. Shri
Singh is a member of the NTCA Board, including the Technical Committee
of the NTCA. He was the Vice-President of the Himalayan Club and one of
the founder members of the Eco-Tourism Society of India. He Chairs the
Living Himalaya Initiative for WWF International. In his capacity at WWF
India, he is a member of advisory councils and Boards of the CII and FICCI.
As a citizen, he participates on the Board of Save the Children and as an
Advisory Board member of the Sasakawa India Leprosy Foundation.
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PROF HIDESHI TOKUCHI
President,
Research Institute for Peace and Security (RIPS),
Tokyo, Japan

Professor Hideshi Tokuchi joined the Defense Agency (the predecessor of the
Ministry of Defense) of Japan in 1979 and served as the nation’s first-ever
Vice-Minister of Defense for International Affairs from 2014 to 2015 after
completing several senior assignments including the Director-General of
Defense Policy Bureau, of Budget and Equipment Bureau, of Personnel and
Education Bureau, and of Operations Bureau.
He has been the President of the Research Institute for Peace and Security
(RIPS) since June 2021. He teaches international security studies as a visiting
professor at National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS).
He earned his Bachelor of Laws degree from the University of Tokyo in 1979,
and his Master of Arts in Law and Diplomacy (M.A.L.D.) degree from the
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy in 1986.
His recent articles include: “The revision of Japan’s National Security Strategy
- A new opportunity for enhanced Japan-Europe security cooperation,” The
European – Security and Defence Union, Issue 44, November 2022, pp. 12-13;
“Toward a New Blueprint for Japanese Security,” nippon.com, October 17,
2022; “EU-Japan security cooperation in the aftermath of Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine,” The European – Security and Defence Union, Issue 42, May 2022, pp.
22-23; and “The Gray Zone in the Definition of Gray-Zone Warfare: Challenges
for Japan-U.S. Cooperation,” Johnathan Greenert ed., Murky Waters in the
East China Sea: Chinese Gray-Zone Operations and U.S.-Japan Alliance
Coordination, NBR Special Report No. 90, May 2021.
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MR SUBRAT TRIPATHY
Chief Executive Officer – Ports,
Adani Ports and Special Economic Zone Limited,
Ahmedabad, Gujarat, India

Mr Subrat Tripathy has over 34 years of rich experience in government- and
corporate sectors, especially in Railways and ports. In the course of his
career, he has worked closely with Vishakhapatnam, Paradip, Haldia, Dhamra
and other ports as well as with infrastructure sectors concerning steel,
fertilizer, petroleum, power, mining and coal.
He has served in various capacities in Indian Railways as well as Dy.
Chairman & Chairman of Paradip Port Trust. He has been deputed for
various National and International assignments by the Shipping Ministry
which include being a member of committees to study port connectivity, port
security and dwell time of cargoes at ports, Suez and Panama Canals for
recommendations on the Sethusamudram Project, Singapore and Chinese
Ports to study port planning and development.
In the course of his career, he has specialized in port connectivity projects
and PPP Projects of Railway & Shipping Ministries. He has also visited ports
& terminals in China, Singapore, Europe and other countries including
participating in long-term deputation in Germany and Europe on Rail Road,
Inland Water and Logistics.
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MR N VASUDEVAN
Lead, UNDP Green Climate Fund
New Delhi, India

N Vasudevan is associated with TERI as Senior Fellow in Industrial Energy
Efficiency. He has more than 27 years of experience in the field of energy
efficiency and environmental improvements in the industry sector. He is
involved in various energy efficiency studies large industries and medium,
small and micro enterprises (MSMEs) sectors in India and other countries.
He was closely involved with the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) in the
capacity of knowledge partner in assessing energy performance of energy
intensive MSME sub-sectors and providing direction for energy efficiency
improvements. He was also a team member in a project supported by Small
Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) to provide technical assistance
to identify and implement energy conservation measures in three MSME
clusters – chemical, foundry and forging industries.
The project, supported by UNEP, focused on assessing energy efficiency
potential in steel rolling mills in Indonesia and prepared a manual on energy
efficient technologies for steel rolling mills. He was also closely involved in a
study supported by UNEP in Bhutan that involved evolving waste heat
recovery (WHR) options for ferrosilicon and calcium carbide industries and
energy efficiency options for steel rerolling mills. He was a member of the
project supported by UNDP preparing technology compendium for electric
arc furnaces and was a key member in developing energy efficiency and
renewable energy options and preparing a brief policy document for Kenya
and Ethiopia in a study supported by UNIDO.
He holds a Masters in Energy Conservation and Management and is a
Certified Energy Auditor by BEE.
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DR GUDRUN WACKER
Senior Fellow, Asia Division
German Institute for International and Security
Affairs (Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik [SWP])
Berlin, Germany

Dr Gudrun Wacker is at present Senior Fellow in the Asia Division at the
German Institute for International and Security Affairs (Stiftung Wissenschaft
und Politik, SWP) in Berlin, a think tank providing political advice to the
German government and parliament. Her research focuses on Chinese foreign
and security policy, especially EU-China relations, China and the Asia-Pacific
region, and security cooperation in the Asia-Pacific and the Indo-Pacific. She is
currently an EU delegate to the Experts and Eminent Persons Group of the
ASEAN Regional Forum.
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MS JOANNE LIN WEILING
Lead Researcher, ASEAN Studies Centre,
Yusof Ishak Institute (ISEAS), Singapore

Ms. Joanne Lin is the Co-Coordinator and Lead Researcher of the ASEAN
Studies Centre, ISEAS – Yusof Ishak Institute in Singapore. She has over 15
years of work experience in the Singapore public sector, regional and
international organisations, think tanks, and NGOs. She previously served at
the ASEAN Secretariat from 2015 to 2021 and was the Head of the External
Relations Division under the ASEAN Political-Security Community
Department. Her research includes ASEAN institutions and external
relations as well as political-security developments in ASEAN.
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ABSTRACT OF PRESENTATIONS
Perspectives from the IOC
By Mr Raj Mohabeer
The Indian Ocean Commission’s (IOC) regionally led bottom-up approach for
the establishment of an Architecture for Maritime Security for the Western
Indian Ocean provides an opportunity to widen its scope and include the
larger Indian Ocean and Pacific Oceans to ensure its effectiveness.
The oceans are of vital importance for transportation, livelihood, food and a
range of other ecosystem goods and services. The oceans nurture growth and
render key environmental services. The ocean, the principal pillar of
globalisation, the substrate for the blue economy and vector of economic
exchange also presents many challenges.
Addressing Maritime Security is a prerequisite for promoting Blue Economy
and addressing the challenges emanating from the oceans. Maritime security
is a shared need for the welfare and prosperity of the world. Thus, preserving
and enhancing maritime security and safety in the oceans and seas has
become a paramount concern. As all States will benefit from the benefits of
safer and more secure oceans. This is however incumbent on sharing the
responsibility for addressing major threats and challenges to maritime
security and safety.
Maritime security links internal security to external security issues. Threats
are transnational and interconnected by nature and require smart solutions:
no single actor, nor a single country can guarantee maritime security on its
own. Maritime security must be streamlined into all strategic policy areas. An
integrated approach and joint response are needed: they generate a better
environment for stability and development, improving both effectiveness and
efficiency.
The IOC’s led MASE Architecture is focused on the identification of
abnormal movement of vessels but restricted to the Western Indian Ocean.
There is therefore a need for follow-up on each of the Vessels of Interest
(VOIs) beyond the region. The IOC organised a meeting of Maritime
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Information Fusion/Sharing Centres in Western Africa, Eastern Indian Ocean
and Pacific on 29 September 2021 which unanimously concluded on the need
for networking of all the centres as an opportunity to build up global
capacity in maritime safety and security through an operational collaborative
arrangement. This network will allow wider Indo-Pacific cooperation through
formalising and structuring of exchanges between the maritime information
fusion and sharing Centres in accordance with the provisions of the MASE
agreements which provide for the realisation of institutional partnerships
and collaborations with third-party States beyond the Western Indian Ocean.
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Perspectives from IORA
By Ambassador Dr Nomvuyo Nokwe
IORA is the apex regional organisation established in 1997, with 23 Member
States and 10 Dialogue partners.
The main objective of IORA is to promote Regional Economic Cooperation
through project-based mechanisms. Significant and strategic challenges have
taken place, and it lacks “systematic thinking”.
The existing working groups and core groups lack appropriate levels of
cooperation and strategic development-related issues, there seems to be
confusion between the strategic and development-related issues, and little
progress has been bred in creating an inclusive security architecture in IORA
through consensus.
The seven pillars of the IPOI are reflected in the six priority areas, and two
cross-cutting focused areas of IORA were identified when India and Australia
were the chairs of IORA during 2011-2013 and 2013-2015 respectively.
The paper focuses on such contradictions as well as the emerging strength of
IORA. It highlights some of the innovative pathways for creating a balance
between maritime security and sustainable development of the region.
Capacity building in the IORA Secretariat focuses on the regional economic
understanding/ negotiating skills of the relevant stakeholders in the
Secretariat and evolving a mechanism of cooperation between Member States
and Dialogue Partners required to make an effective contribution in
operationalising the Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI). Sustainable regional
development, stretching from South Africa in the west, and running up the
Eastern coast of IORA stands committed to working for a peaceful and
prosperous Indian Ocean Region. Its membership reflects the remarkable
diversity of the Indian Ocean Region. Countries range from small island
countries to G20 members such as India, Indonesia and Australia. This is what
unites this noteworthy diversity of the organisation of the IOR.
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Perspectives from Japan
By Professor Hideshi Tokuchi
Japan’s strong partnership with a democratic and maritime India is
indispensable to enhancing the rules-based international order. Both countries
should coordinate each other’s national security strategy for this purpose.
Both countries should consider how to align Japan’s FOIP vision with India’s
IPOI in particular and promote concrete cooperation accordingly. In doing so,
both countries should have the following points fully in mind: first, the entire
Indo-Pacific region is one; second, maritime security and marine safety should
be pursued as one package; third, like-minded countries should muster their
efforts to enhance their military presence in the region; and finally, we should
invest in the networking of regional networks and in the institutionalization of
the networking efforts.
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Perspectives from ASEAN
By Dr Prabir De
The comprehensive strategic partnership (CSP) between India and ASEAN
stands on the strong foundation of our shared geographical, historical and
civilisational ties. There has been an uninterrupted flow of people, ideas and
material goods between the two regions dating back several millennia which
has left its imprints on all facets of culture and civilization. In 2022, ASEAN
and India celebrate 30 years of dialogue relations. Both ASEAN and India
have a common vision for the future, built on a commitment to inclusion and
integration, belief in sovereign equality of all nations irrespective of size, and
support for free and open pathways of commerce and engagement. With the
increasing focus on the oceans, cooperation in the maritime domain is
becoming increasingly important under the overall rubric of ASEAN-India
cooperation. Both sides have articulated their concepts/outlooks for the
further development of the Indo-Pacific, which has many areas of
convergence (IPOI and AOIP). ASEAN and India have unmet trade potential
and offer scope to expand the GVC participation. While ASEAN-India trade
exceeded USD 100 billion in 2021-22, the majority of it was carried through
the ocean. Maritime links are therefore key to the ASEAN-India economic and
strategic relations. However, there are several challenges both have been
facing for their global and regional trade. Global uncertainties coupled with
decelerating trade and investments show strong implications for ASEANIndia economic relations. ASEAN and India have agreed to review the FTA to
further reduce the trade barriers and build enhanced industrial linkages,
which may broaden and diversify the trade pattern. In such challenging times,
ASEAN and India should re-engage, re-intensify and build trust to forge close
relationships and take advantage of the two markets to increase trade. It is
suggested that both should develop a time-bound roadmap along the lines of
the deliverables of the MPAC 2025, including not just ‘hard’ and ‘soft’
infrastructures, but also new initiatives to facilitate the maritime partnership.
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Perspectives from Sri Lanka
By Admiral Jayantha Perera, RWP, VSV, USP (Retd)
The global maritime supply chains are undoubtedly instrumental in shaping
the trade pathways of nations, as a majority of the exchanges take place
through sea routes. However, having in place an all-inclusive multimodal
transport system unfolding connectivity platforms bridged by rail, road, air and
waterways would be essential to building a more holistic industrial ecosystem
that may seem business-friendly. Nevertheless, regions across the globe have
continued initiating efforts to facilitate the improved functioning of the supply
chains manoeuvring the maritime industry. Amidst the progress gained to date
in creating connectivity channels beyond borders for the ease of doing
business, many nations have now quite attentively begun implementing the
One Stop Shop Strategy, to provide the investors with all supply chain services
under one roof. Therefore it is noteworthy to state that trade, ports and
transport have become key components of connectivity, which help draw
together nations and regions at large, enabling its functioning as one global
village.
Nevertheless, at a time when the concept of maritime connectivity is gaining
precedence, the Indo Pacific region in particular has excessively commenced
investing in water ways, air and road ways with the primary purpose of gaining
easy access to all global markets. Ports have become the centre poles
integrating coastal economic zones, smart port cities as well as industrial parks
into a net work of activity, allowing port led industrial investment opportunities
to surface and multiply. In this context, Sri Lanka’s role as an island nation in
the contribution made towards promoting regional maritime connectivity is
certainly vital to understand, as the locational advantage of occupying a
strategic position along the main maritime pathways, provides seafarers and
supply chain intermediaries with better integrated navigation platforms. While
eight nautical miles south of Sri Lanka lies the East West shipping corridor, it
further serves as a bridging platform connecting Asia to Europe and Africa.
This being the busiest sea route in the world, more than 200 ships move along
these channels daily, carrying two thirds of the world’s oil and one third of the
world’s container shipment. Moreover, Sri Lanka has also been identified as the
only South Asian transshipment hub in the region and the central point linking
the Middle East and the Far East hubs within four days of sailing and four
hours of flight time. Therefore as time goes by, it may certainly become evident
that Sri Lanka will be able to transform itself into a well tailored maritime hub
of the Indian Ocean region.
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Perspectives from ASEAN
By Ms Joanne Lin Weiling

ASEAN is at the heart of all Indo-Pacific strategies of major powers including
India. As such, ASEAN offers fitting platforms for various aspects of capacity
building and enhancement in the Indo-Pacific ranging from cooperation in
Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) fishing to maritime domain
awareness, direct communications infrastructure, information sharing,
counter-piracy, and sustainable management of marine resources, among
others in the context of maritime cooperation. In the broader context, ASEAN
and India may establish broader exchanges through educational institutions
and networks such as universities, colleges, and defence education/research
institutes.
The impetus for greater cooperation between ASEAN and India in the IndoPacific has been set out by the leaders of both sides in a Joint Statement on
Cooperation on the ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific in October 2021.
Earlier this month, ASEAN leaders during their summit issued a declaration
to underscore the importance of strengthening collaboration including
capacity-building enhancement in the Indo-Pacific in areas of priority
through ASEAN-led mechanisms (of which, India is a member) such as the
East Asia Summit, the ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting Plus, the ASEAN
Regional Forum, and the Expanded ASEAN Maritime Forum.
Furthermore, as the Indo-Pacific is a priority of the Indonesian government,
further emphasis will be placed on such cooperation when Indonesia takes up
the Chairmanship of ASEAN next year. The presentation will look at the
possible areas of capacity-building through these ASEAN platforms and will
also examine other possibilities of cooperation including between ASEAN and
the QUAD.
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Perspectives from Thailand
By Dr Suchana Chavanich

Coral reef restoration in Thailand using sexual propagation technique:
possibility for a larger scale and blue economy?

In Thailand, sexual propagation technique has been developed and applied to
restore a reef in the upper Gulf of Thailand since 2010. More than 3,000
juvenile corals were produced from sexual propagation and raised in a
hatchery. At present, 5-year-old post-settlement colonies were detected to be
reproductively mature and subsequently spawned every year since 2013.
From our long-term studies, more than 50% of adult colonies reached a
maturity stage and reproduced gametes. Our finding also showed that sexual
propagation not only maintained and increased genetic diversity but also
may help corals to cope with the changes of environment such as high
temperatures. Our juvenile corals tended to be more resilient to the increase
of temperatures than other natural ones. However, to serve as an efficient
restoration tool and for a large scale, some factors need to be considered.
Those factors included production cost, maintenance cost, and knowledge
availability.
In this study, we will share from our long-term experience on benefits,
limitations, and challenges of using coral sexual propagation technique to
restore a resilient reef in the upper Gulf of Thailand, and the possibility to
extend and expand in a large scale and blue economy.
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Perspectives from the Maldives
By Colonel Ibrahim Hilmy

The island chain of Maldives is regularly exposed to meteorological hazards
such as droughts, storms, monsoonal heavy rains, cyclones, storm swells and
coastal erosion. In fact, most of the disaster events originate from
meteorological and hydrological events. Over 90% of the islands have
reported to flood annually, 97% are reporting shoreline erosion, and 64% of
the islands experiencing erosion which is reported as a severe issue. Nearly
50% of all housing structures are also within 100 meters from the coastline
and only few of which are capable of withstanding tidal floods, let alone
tsunamis.
It has been estimated that as the sea levels rise, the tide-induced flooding will
also increase in intensity as well. Of all the possible climate induced risks,
sea-level rise has been stated as the most threatening to coastal ecological
systems as it threatens housing foundations, coastal vegetation and
infrastructure, not to mention the damage to reefs. There is another
important issue particular to Small Island Developing States such as
Maldives, the vulnerability of freshwater resources to saltwater intrusion and
droughts across the atolls which are high. Thus, each year, Government of
Maldives has to assign significant amounts of resources for water
distribution to guarantee water availability, especially during disasters. The
process becomes more expensive and challenging during times of
uncertainty.
While Maldives has been affected by major disasters such as the 2004 Indian
Ocean tsunami, these large events are rare, and the frequency of large-scale
natural hazards is relatively low. The Maldives does experience high
frequency but low impact seasonal events including monsoonal flooding,
coastal erosion, saltwater intrusion, and sea surge-related flooding due to sea
level rise. Small-scale and recurrent hazards have caused the most damage
and loss in recent years. There are also health emergencies including
seasonal dengue and flu epidemics, with the COVID-19 being the latest
epidemic.
Disaster Management in the Maldives became a national concern after the
2004 Indian Ocean tsunami. Consequently, many of the laws and
arrangements regarding disaster risk and emergency response have been
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developed in the last few years. Frameworks, policies, and coordination
mechanisms continue to evolve as they mature. One of the most important
objectives of National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) is to
mainstream disaster risk reduction (DRR) at the national level.
National-level emergency response is led and coordinated by the National
Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), supported by the Maldives National
Defence Force, Maldives Police Service, and Maldivian Red Crescent. However,
local administrations are the first line of response at the city, atoll and island
levels.
There are 20 administrative atolls which includes three city councils across
186 administrative islands. The Decentralization Act of 2010 formalized the
roles and responsibilities of City, Atoll and Island councils. At the local level,
there are Mayors of the Cities, Atoll and Island Chiefs who head their
respective administrations. Local Councils are responsible for immediate
response in cases of emergencies in their jurisdictions. According to the
Disaster Management Act (DMA), Council president or leader in charge of the
island will play the lead role with local stakeholders when a disaster occurs.
The Island Council also interacts with national groups for dissemination of
information to vulnerable communities and to responding and coordinating
national and international entities.
The National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) has primary
responsibility to coordinate emergency response and disaster risk reduction
(DRR). It works with other government and non-government agencies as well
as Island/Atoll Councils. United Nations (UN) agencies are major partners
acting in support of the government in terms of both building institutional
capacity and providing longer-term financial resources. In many communities,
the Maldivian Red Crescent (MRC) is an implementing partner on building
human capacities for Community Based Disaster Risk Reduction (CBDRR).
Local and international non-government organisations (NGOs) including UN
Country Team (UNCT) supports for institutional arrangements at all levels;
they identify potential innovations and provide financial resources. Donor
agencies and lending agencies, as appropriate, engage in national-level
partnerships to contribute financial resources.
The Maldives National Defence Force and Maldives Police Service are integral
to disaster management. MNDF is responsible for external security and
disaster relief; it reports to the Minister of Defence. MPS is responsible for
internal security; it reports to the Minister of Home Affairs. The Armed Forces
Act (1/2008) assigns disaster relief operations to the Armed Forces.
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Thus, MNDF operates as a first responder during disasters, and it actively
participates in other phases of disaster management, including disaster
preparedness training and disaster risk reduction (DRR) projects with NDMA
and the Maldivian Red Crescent (MRC).
In collaboration with NDMA and MRC, MNDF has conducted workshops and
awareness programs to increase DRR capabilities at the island and atoll level.
MNDF conducts annual emergency management workshops for schools, the
health sector, MPS, and other government agencies. These workshops deal
with preparedness, evacuations, and managing a crisis before help arrives.
The National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) recognizes the
importance of education in promoting and enabling disaster risk reduction
(DRR) and has tried to integrate disaster risk education in primary and
secondary school curricula alongside the Ministry of Education. School
programs include disaster awareness sessions and drills aimed at helping
school administrators, staff, teachers, and students prepare for emergencies
and protect themselves and school property. The theory is that teaching
children how to respond early in an emergency will help convince hesitant
parents and adults to respond swiftly and appropriately. There is increasing
evidence that students of all ages can actively study and participate in school
safety measures, and they can work with teachers and other adults in the
community towards minimizing risk before, during, and after disaster events.
Each year, NDMA and its local and global partners conduct School
Awareness Programs and Mock Drills that reach hundreds of students.
The possible responses to inundation and flooding fall roughly into three
categories: abandoning islands, holding back the sea with dikes, and building
the island upward. None of these options would be problem-free. People have
been reluctant to leave their islands; moreover, this is more of a temporary
than permanent solution because eventually the higher islands would also
have to be abandoned. In my view, the most generally appropriate means of
protecting the islands would be to gradually elevate the islands. This will
require a lot of sand and coral, but it would enable the islands to retain
storage capacity for groundwater, and not substantially change the character
of the islands.
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As a nation comprised of about 1,190 islands across 26 atolls, Maldives faces
climate change as one of its greatest threats. With three-quarters of its land
area lying less than one meter (three feet) above sea level, minimal sea level
rise could have devastating effects, even without land disappearing. Due to
the seriousness of weather variability and the prevalence of natural hazard
risks, it has become necessary for the Maldives to be concerned about DRR
(Disaster Risk Reduction) and CCA (Climate Change Adaptation) in all
aspects of its national development.
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Perspectives from France
By Ms Alexandra Nicolas

Appeal for an enlarged vision of the notion of “disaster”: the marine
biodiversity crisis as a strategic challenge for the Indo-Pacific Navies
“Today, the planet is not facing one major environmental crisis but two: the
climate crisis and the biodiversity crisis. These crises are interconnected and
aggravate each other.”
– Yann Arthus Bertrand (French photograph, reporter
and President of the Good Planet Foundation), Legacy
The ocean plays a great role in global warming mitigation thanks to its
phytoplankton, which produces 50% of the oxygen we breath and absorbs
30% of the carbon dioxide emitted by human activities. Disrupting one link of
the food chain can weaken that vital resource and threaten the whole ocean
balance. We know that without ocean’s phytoplankton there would no longer
be life on earth.
Yet, the biodiversity crisis generally remains out of the scope when it comes
to identifying environmental disasters. To quote the Vice Admiral Pradeep
Chauhan, “we tend to associate the word “disaster” only with extreme weather
events such as cyclones, seaquakes, tsunamis, and suchlike”. In military terms,
that means we could face a “strategic surprise”. Those two environmental
crises make our world even more complex and the war even more uncertain.
In response, the Armed forces need to “be prepared for the unprepared”. And
that definitely means to enlarge the spectrum of worst cases scenarios we
focus on. Hence, an enlarged vision of the notion of “disaster” should be
closely linked to the concept of inclusive maritime security.
1) Socioeconomic impacts: the major threat on food security and its
destabilization potential
The ocean is the first source of animal protein for a billion human beings.
Nevertheless, there is often a great imbalance between supply and
demand, which leads to strong interdependencies. What some NGOs call
the “Fish Dependence Day” is advancing inexorably. In such a tense
context, securing supplies is a strategic priority. Especially since the
Covid-19 pandemic has led to an upsurge in overfishing when many other
economic activities were suspended.
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Exploring the close links between overfishing and piracy.
75% of the
Indian Ocean’s fishing grounds are exploited to the maximum of their
capacity and 25% overexploited. In this respect, while global maritime
piracy reached its lowest level since 1994, the International Maritime
Bureau (IMB) recorded a 50% increase in attacks in the Singapore Strait
in 2021. Besides, the previous year had already seen a 50% increase of
pirates’ attacks in this area. The Indian Ocean has long been a piratogenic
zone… Could it be again?
Added to the risk of a rise in maritime crime is that of food riots and
increased political instability. We remember the role played by the
shortage of wheat in the outbreak of the Arab uprisings of 2011.
2) Military impacts: the competition for fishery resources in the context of
“the world naval rearmament”
The Middle Kingdom is also in turmoil when it comes for food security.
Although it is the leading aquaculture producer on the planet (58% of
world production), its production capacities no longer follow the growth of
its market. With a booming middle class (and already comprising between
350 and 400 million people), China does not shrink from violating the law
of the sea to ensure its domestic demand. Deprived of fishery resources,
other countries are following suit. Indeed, at sea "the conflictuality is
hardening and results, in particular, in the contestation of international
law and free movement, especially in the China Sea", Admiral Pierre
Vandier, chief of the French Naval Staff, notes.
Analyzing the strategic consequences of fishery resources looting in the
South China Sea: a shift in high-sea fishing activities to areas located
further and further away from these States (including South Pacific);
“militarization of fishing”; increasing importance of biodiversity
preservation missions.
When it comes to environmental security, one firstly thinks of
Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) and the so-called
“post-disaster” missions of Armed forces. By contributing to the
prevention of piracy and humanitarian disasters caused by famine,
biodiversity preservation missions obey a reverse logic, entirely based on
risk anticipation. It is all about “being prepared for the unprepared” and
that plays a key role in dissipating the fog of war.
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India has been an enigma to many across the globe. A country that has inspired
trends, aroused curiosity, delighted tourists and at the end of it, all left an
impression on the minds of everybody who has visited it.
Specialising in authentic handloom and handicraft products, the globally
renowned Central Cottage Industries Emporium has been India’s window to the
world for nearly over 60 years.
In 1952, it was conceived by a band of dedicated art lovers and their consistent
endeavour led to the creation of “ Cottage” – the abode of Indian handloom &
handicrafts that helped to restore the craftspersons pride in their work,
recognized their genius and gave them a viable and honoured future.
Sixty years down the lane, “Cottage” with flagship showroom in Delhi and
showrooms in Kolkata, Chennai, Bengaluru, Secunderabad, Patna and Varanasi
stands tall helping India and the world, access to the finest crafts with an
assurance of authenticity, beauty and value, setting standards in aesthetics and
design. It also has an exclusive lifestyle showroom at Rajiv Gandhi Handicrafts
Bhawan in New Delhi.
The emporium showcases the finest crafts from all over India under one roof
ranging from exquisite sculptures, paintings, artifacts, metal ware, woodcraft,
pottery, stoneware and marble craft, branded Bankura silver, carpets, furniture,
furnishings, home linen, sarees, ready to wear, accessories, jewellery, craft items,
herbal products and much more. Each product is unique reflecting the traditional
myths, folklores, religious beliefs, cultural ethos and rich heritage of India.
One can surely say “Cottage” epitomizes the heart and essence of India. So come
and feel it for yourself.....
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