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MARITIME SEGURITY

INDIA, VIETNAM AGREE TO EXPAND
COUNTER-TERROR & MARITIME
SECURITY TIES

In response to China's aggressiveness in the Indo-Pacific, the Second India-Vietnam
Security Dialogue, held in September this year, at the level of the Deputy National Security
Advisor and Deputy Minister, resolved to intensify counterterrorism and maritime
security cooperation. Senior Lieutenant General Luong Tam Quang, Deputy Minister of
the Ministry of Public Security, and Vikram Misri, Deputy National Security Adviser,
respectively, chaired the National Security Council Secretariat (NSCS). An institutional
framework between the NSCS and the Vietnamese Ministry of Public Security was created
by the signing of an MoU for Cooperation between the two organisations in 2016.

Source: Here 13 September 2022

INDIA-US 2+2 INTER-SESSIONAL
DIALOGUE (SEPTEMBER 07, 2022)
AND INDIA-US MARITIME SECURITY
DIALOGUE (SEPTEMBER 08, 2022)

India-USA 2+2 Inter-sessional meeting was held on 07 September 2022 in New Delhi to
follow-up on the India-US 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue in April 2022 in Washington D.C. Ms.
Vani Rao, Additional Secretary (Americas) in the Ministry of External Affairs, Mr. Donald
Lu, Assistant Secretary of State (South and Central Asian Affairs) and Dr. Ely Ratner,
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Indo-Pacific Security Affairs) led the respective
delegations. Both sides reviewed implementation of outcomes of the 2+2 Ministerial
pertaining to bilateral cooperation in defence, counterterrorism, maritime security,
education, health, climate and clean energy, critical technologies, space, and people-to-
people linkages. They discussed ways to further strengthen the Major Defence
Partnership, including emerging areas in the defence domain such as space, Al and cyber.

Source: Here 08 September 2022

JAPAN, US, PHILIPPINES TO STEP UP
MARITIME SECURITY TIES

On September 6, an American diplomat in Tokyo criticised China's "increasingly hostile
maritime actions" as a threat to the security of waterways in the Indo-Pacific region, which
is resource-rich. This criticism came as the United States sought to strengthen security
cooperation with allies Japan and the Philippines. According to US Deputy Chief of
Mission, Raymond Greene, Beijing's disrespect for international law and overbearing
tactics are intended to give it more influence over the region.

Source: Here 06 September 2022
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USCGC MOHAWK (WMEC 913)
COMPLETES MARITIME SECURITY
DEPLOYMENT IN GULF OF GUINEA

On September 2, 2022, the Famous-class medium endurance USCGC Mohawk (WMEC
913) performed a routine mission to the Gulf of Guinea. Mohawk carried out maritime
security and law enforcement activities from July to September. It also continued to
forge enduring bonds with colleagues and friends from Cabo Verde, Gabon, Ghana,
Equatorial Guinea, Sierra Leone, and Spain. The commanding officer of the Coast Guard
Cutter Mohawk, Cmdr. Andrew Pate, expressed his pride in his crew and everything they
had done in the previous three months.

Source: Here 06 September 2022

6TH MARITIME SECURITY COURSE
CONCLUDES AT NAVAL WAR
COLLEGE GOA

Valedictory function of 6th Maritime Security Course (MSC-06), an international
professional Military education programme for officers from maritime forces of friendly
foreign countries was held at Naval War College NWC, Goa on 03 September 2022. MSC-
06 was attended by officers from Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Bangladesh, Maldives and
Vietnam. The National Maritime Security Coordinator of India, Vice Admiral G Ashok
Kumar (Retd), presided over the function and presented certificates and mementos to the
course participants. Stressing upon the importance of maritime security in nation-
building during his address, he remarked that in a dynamically changing geo-political
scenario, there is a need for Navies of the Indian Ocean Region to forge stronger ties and
collaborate in developing efficient security architecture in the maritime domain.

Source: Here 04 September 2022

MARITIME SECURITY IN THE INDO-
PACIFIC REGION

From Sri-Lanka’s perspective of Maritime Security, in the Indo-Pacific Region, the
developments taking place in the Indo Pacific region along with matters related to
maritime security are extremely important for Sri Lanka in the present context. After
winning the three-decade old battle against terrorism in 2009, Sri Lanka is globally known
as the only country to emerge victorious by defeating a terrorist outfit that was once
considered extremely hard to beat. The role played by the Sri Lanka Navy especially in
defeating the LTTE maritime capabilities in the near shore and deep seas made a huge
impact on the victory achieved on land. It was the Sri Lanka Navy that took the initiative
in turning the tide in favour of Sri Lanka and regained the total sea control. As an island
nation, oceanic affairs are extremely significant to Sri Lanka. Sri Lanka thus is part of
many international and regional initiatives, which deal with oceanic affairs. The Indo-
Pacific emerges as a “region of opportunities” and is central to the issue of energy security.
Its Sea Lines of Communication (SLOCs) are critically located as conduit for the transit
energy supplies from Gulf states to the economic power houses in South Asia and East
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Asia with China projected to become the world largest oil importing country and India to
be the largest importer of coal in the next few years.

Source: Here 04 September 2022

MARITIME FORGES

JAPAN-INDIA MARITIME EXERCISE,
JIMEX 2022, BEGINS IN THE BAY OF
BENGAL

Beginning on September 11, the Indian Navy hosted the sixth Japan-India Maritime
Exercise 2022 (JIMEX 22), which took place in the Bay of Bengal. Rear Admiral Hirata
Toshiyuki, Commander Escort Flotilla Four, oversaw the Japanese Maritime Self-
Defense Force (JMSDF) ships, and Rear Admiral Sanjay Bhalla, Flag Officer
Commanding Eastern Fleet, oversaw the Indian Naval ships. The JMSDF ships Izumo,
a helicopter carrier, and Takanami, a guided missile destroyer, were amongst the
Japanese ships participating in the drill. The three ships that made up the Indian Navy's
contingent were the multipurpose stealth frigate INS Sahyadri and the anti-submarine
warfare corvettes INS Kadmatt and INS Kavaratti.

Source: Here 12 September 2022

EGYPT’S NAVY TO LEAD NEW RED SEA
MARITIME TASK FORCE

Egypt will assume leadership of a new multinational task force patrolling the waters of the
Red Sea and Gulf of Aden in November, the Pentagon confirmed on Monday, 12th of
September. The head of all US forces in the Middle East, Gen. Michael “Erik” Kurilla, met
with top Egyptian military officials in Cairo and lauded their plans to take the helm of the
new Combined Task Force 153. “I greatly value Egypt’s leadership role in the region. Egypt
has long served a critical role in stability across the region and CENTCOM is committed
to this strategic partnership,” Kurilla said in a statement following the meeting.

Source: Here 12 September 2022

NATO EXERCISE DYNAMIC
MARINER/MAVI BALINA 22 BEGINS
IN MEDITERRANEAN

Dynamic Mariner is a crisis-response exercise, held in conjunction with the Turkish
Navy’s Exercise Mavi Balina, which brings together 12 Allied nations off the coast of
Tirkiye. Led by NATO Allied Maritime Command (MARCOM), the Dynamic Mariner
aims to test and demonstrate NATO's Response Force Maritime Component (NRF/M)
and interoperability between NATO forces, enhancing flexibility and improving the
ability to work together among Allied nations.
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https://www.sundayobserver.lk/2022/09/04/news-features/maritime-security-indo-pacific-region
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Source: Here 12 September 2022

PCG ENHANCES INTEROPERABILITY
WITH FOREIGN MARITIME FORCES
IN SINGAPORE EXERCISE

The Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) announced on Friday, September 9th, that it
participated in the Command Post Exercise (CPX) in Singapore to boost its maritime
cooperation with foreign counterparts. The CPX was held at the Multinational
Operations and Exercise Centre in Changi Naval Base in the month of August. It was
a component of the Southeast Asia Cooperation and Training (SEACAT) Exercise
2022 which “introduced practices and improved procedures on information sharing
and operational cooperation to address maritime challenges.”

Source: Here 09 September 2022

EGYPT, US NAVAL FORCES CONDUCT
JOINT DRILLS IN MEDITERRANEAN
SEA

Egyptian and US naval forces have conducted the "SOF-10" maritime training within the
domain of the Northern Fleet in the Mediterranean Sea. The several-day military exercise
aimed to exchange experience between the two countries' naval special forces. The
maritime drills included execution of various activities that focused on exchanging
operational position in the naval site of operations, as well as training on methods of
synchronized work within a joint force, which is tasked with maintaining maritime
security by confronting threats that may affect the flow of global trade and international
freedom of navigation.

Source: Here 09 September 2022

SHIPPING, PORTS AND
OGEAN ECONOMY

WHY PORTS ARE AT RISK OF
CYBERATTACKS

Evidence indicates that the world's ports are returning to pre-pandemic levels. During
the first 11 months of 2021, the value of US international freight increased by more than
22% (PDF) compared with the same 11 months in 2020. More freight means more ships
docking at port. And not only are more ships docking, but their dwell times are increasing
as well. The average container vessel dwell time at the top 25 US container ports was
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https://mc.nato.int/media-centre/news/2022/nato-exercise-dynamic-marinermavi-balina-22-begins-in-mediterranean
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https://www.egypttoday.com/Article/1/118999/Egypt-US-naval-forces-conduct-joint-drills-in-Mediterranean-Sea
https://www.bts.gov/sites/bts.dot.gov/files/2022-01/2022-Port-Performance-Freight-Statistics-Program-Supply-Chain-Feature-accessible.pdf
https://www.bts.gov/sites/bts.dot.gov/files/2022-01/2022-Port-Performance-Freight-Statistics-Program-Supply-Chain-Feature-accessible.pdf
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estimated at 28.1 hours in 2020. In the first half of 2021, average container vessel dwell
times increased to 31.5 hours. While this increase in activity is undoubtedly welcome,
more docked ships bring a new challenge. The longer a ship is docked, the more
vulnerable the port is to a cyberattack.

Source: Here 09 September 2022

MEGA-CAP STOCKS UNDER FOCUS:
RELIANCE INDUSTRIES, TATA
MOTORS, ADANI PORTS & MORE

The Supreme Court has given relief to the largest private multi-port operator, Adani Ports
& SEZ, by allowing it to withdraw its petition challenging the high court's order that cited
the company’s disqualification from a Visakhapatnam Port Trust project.

Source: Here ;06 September 2022

CAPACITY OF PORTS HAS DOUBLED
IN 8 YEARS: PM MODI

The Indian Prime Minister, Narendra Modi, while addressing a gathering after launching
several projects and laying the stone for new ones related to New Mangalore Port
Authority and Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Limited worth about Rs 3,800
crore stated that the government was strengthening port-related infrastructure in a big
way. Nearly 150 new projects were identified for port connectivity across the country. In
the last eight years, the capacity of Indian ports has almost doubled in relation to the
capacity developed during 67 years between 1947 and 2014.

Source: Here 02 September 2022

A SUSTAINABLE OCEAN ECONOMY
NEEDS ENTREPRENEURS WHO ARE
CREATING SOLUTIONS

The Branson Centre of Entrepreneurship SA and the UNDP Accelerator Labs SA launched
the Ocean Innovation Challenge on 1 September 2022. With a Focus on the fourteenth
SDG, “Life Below Water”, -the challenge aims to build a sustainable Ocean Economy that
promotes economic growth, environmental sustainability, social inclusion, and the
strengthening of ocean ecosystems. Together they are on a hunt for entrepreneurs with
solutions that can impact the Ocean Economy.

Source: Here 01 September 2022
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MARINE ENVIRONMENT

MARINA GEARS UP FOR MARINE
PROTECTION FORUM

The Maritime Industry Authority (MARINA) in Manila, completed a pre-forum on marine
environment protection in preparation for the 2nd Marine Environmental Protection
Forum slated for the latter part of September. In a media bulletin, MARINA said the pre-
forum -- led in cooperation with the Shipyards Regulations Service and the World Wildlife
Fund for Nature Philippines -- helped align relevant port authorities on the science of
marine plastic litter and its impact. The event also raised awareness of the policies and
programs of the Department of Science and Technology, Cebu Ports Authority (CPA), the
Philippine Fisheries Development Authority, and other relevant authorities.

Source: Here 13 September 2022

DIVERS REMOVE 3T OF MARINE
DEBRIS IN NORTH BATINAH

The Environment Authority organised campaigns to clean coral reefs in the wilayats
of Sohar and Shinas in North Batinah on September 9 and 10 in efforts to keep the
marine environment clean. The campaigns were organised in cooperation with the
Omani Association of Fishermen, Sohar Diving Team, and Al Salam Diving Team.
The clean-up campaigns were held with the participation of 35 divers. Speaking to
Muscat Daily, Hamed Mohammed al Amri, head of Al Salam Diving Team, said,
“Three tonnes of marine debris, including electricity poles and palm tree trunks,
were removed. Divers worked from 9gam to 11am at depths ranging from 5m to 12m.”
According to Amri, the two-day drive in Sohar and Shinas aimed at spreading
awareness on preserving coral reefs from pollutants and remnants of fishing tools
and equipment, preventing the dumping of waste, and encouraging volunteerism
among communities in the wilayat.

Source: Here 12 September 2022

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT UNDER
FIRE OVER
‘MEANINGLESS’ BIODIVERSITY
STRATEGY FOR MARINE LIFE

They say the Scottish Government’s draft biodiversity strategy, which is currently under
public consultation, lacks measurable goals for the marine environment and is therefore
“meaningless”. Outcomes to be achieved by 2045 are: that “populations of marine
mammals, marine birds and fish are healthy, have recovered and have increased resilience
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to the impacts of climate change”; and “the health of water-column and seabed habitats
has been enhanced so that they are more resilient (including to climate change),
supporting wider ecosystem function and providing increased benefits to society”.

Source: Here 11 September 2022

DARK MATTER AND LITHIUM WATER:
15 BIG ISSUES POISED TO AFFECT
OCEANS AND COASTLINES

30 specialists from across the world gathered last year in the spirit of the annual horizon
scan of future conservation concerns sponsored by the University of Cambridge to
strategize and evaluate the possible effects of a range of human activities on ocean and
coastal ecosystems over the next ten years. Their research, which appeared in Nature
Ecology and Evolution in July, concentrates on 15 important concerns. The increased
frequency and severity of fires on land can have cascading impacts as wind and rain carry
soot, nutrients, metals, and other by-products of burns to coasts and oceans. In some
cases, these substances can boost the productivity of ocean plants. But the disruptions
they cause can also shift the balance of life, making it difficult for some species such as
corals to survive.

Source: Here 06 September 2022

UAE WILDLIFE, MARINE ECOSYSTEM
TO BENEFIT FROM DH440,000
CONSERVATION FUND

The Atlantis Atlas Project is now focused on two major threats to the ocean, plastic
pollution, and unsustainable seafood, as well as four important categories of animals,
including sharks, rays, dolphins, and corals. Considering this, projects were chosen based
on how well they supported these conservation objectives. Goumbook, the top social
enterprise in the UAE, will receive the first project grant to assist their "Save The Butts"
campaign. To recycle the garbage and turn it into useful materials, this effort collects the
cigarette butts that litter public spaces like beaches. Atlantis Dubai's staff will be actively
involved in this effort by volunteering to clean up trash and gather debris in the area so
that Goumbook and their partners may recycle it.

Source: Here 06 September 2022
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GEOPOLITICS

RUSSIA'S MARITIME DOCTRINE OF
2022: KEY TAKEAWAYS

Russian maritime doctrine was recently made public. The theory is made public amid
shifting regional and international security conditions. The strategic dynamics in Europe
and the larger Eurasian area have changed because of Russia's invasion of Ukraine. In the
seas of the Arctic, Baltic, and Black Seas, the strategic rivalry between the West and Russia
have grown more intense. As a result, how Russia views maritime geopolitics is important,
and the doctrine outlines that worldview.

Source: Here 06 September 2022

TOWARDS A GREEK ARCTIC POLICY?
THE PATHWAY FOR A
MEDITERRANEAN STATE TO THE
ARCTIC

The Arctic region stands at the threshold of unprecedented changes with profound
socio-ecological and geopolitical ramifications throughout the region and beyond.
Previously local challenges have nowadays become global, and non-Arctic stakeholders
demonstrate an ever-expanding interest in engaging with Arctic affairs, much driven
by the consequences of global warming and emerging geopolitical realities. Whether
Greece is impacted by what happens in the Arctic remains beyond question. The
question lies as to whether Greece should be interested in increasing its involvement
in Arctic affairs and eventually developing a pertinent strategy.

Source: Here 06 September 2022

CHINA-US RIVALRY WILL DEFINE
GEOPOLITICS IN OUR TIME

From August 4 to August 8, 2022, China conducted its largest-ever military exercises in
the Taiwan Strait in retaliation for Nancy Pelosi's trip to Taiwan. Naval and air forces were
concentrated during military drills across seven specifically designated exclusion zones,
totalling more than 26,000 square kilometres, encircling Taiwan. Several warships,
fighter planes, bombers, refuellers, eleven ballistic missiles striking waters near Taiwan's
shores, defiance of the informal median line the United States created in 1954 during the
height of the Cold War to divide Taiwan from the mainland, encircling the island,
diverting ships and aircraft as they approached or left Taiwanese sea, and other military
exercises were all part of an exciting spectacle.

Source: Here 04 September 2022
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INS VIKRANT SETS SAIL: WHY IT IS
KEY TO INDIA’S MARITIME STRATEGY

The commissioning of the INS Vikrantis a landmark achievement for India.
Developed by the Navy’s warship design bureau and constructed by the Cochin Shipyard
Limited (CSL), the Vikrant is India’s largest and most complex indigenously built
warship. With a displacement of 43,000 tonnes, the ship boasts an endurance of about
7,500 nautical miles and a cruising speed of 18 knots (significant for its size and
tonnage). The ship’s integral fleet of MiG 29K aircraft, Kamov 31 early warning and MH-
60R multi-role helicopters, as also state-of-the-art shipboard offence and defence
systems, surveillance, and fire-control radars, make it formidable for warfighting.

Source: Here 03 September 2022
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