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MARITIME SECURITY 
  

DURING HIS VISIT TO THE UAE, 

MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, 

JAISHANKAR DISCUSSED MARITIME 

AND ENERGY SECURITY 

According to the official statement of the MEA, the minister was in the UAE from August 
31 to Sept 2, 2022. He co-chaired the 14th India-UAE Joint Commission Meeting (JCM) 
and third India-UAE Strategic Dialogue with UAE Foreign Minister Sheikh Abdullah bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan. The two countries signed the Comprehensive Economic Partnership 
Agreement (CEPA) and adopted a vision statement. Both the countries are keen to further 
expand their partnership in various sectors including defence, maritime, food and energy, 
maritime security, space, health, skill development, consular, trade and investment 
among others. 

Source: Here 29 August 2022 

IFC: MARITIME SECURITY SITUATION 
MID-YEAR REPORT 2022 

The Information Fusion Centre (IFC) released its Mid-Year Report for 2022, which gives 
an overview of the Maritime Security situation within the IFC's Area of Interest for the 
first half of the year and provides an IFC evaluation of what we may expect for the 
remaining months of 2022. The IFC documented 59 events in their AOI from January to 
June 2022, which was more than the same time in 2021 (42 incidents) and 2020 (57 

incidents) but less than in 2019. (65 incidents). 

Source: Here  22 August 2022 

INDIA, BANGLADESH TO INK 
DEFENCE PACT, FOCUS ON MARITIME 

SECURITY AND JOINT PRODUCTION 
New Delhi has begun talks with Dhaka for comprehensive defence cooperation even as 
China tries to expand its influence in Bangladesh. Financial Express Online has received 
confirmation from sources that "a bilateral defence cooperation deal is scheduled to be 
revealed during the upcoming visit of the Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina of Bangladesh 
to India from September 5 to September 8. China has been attempting to increase its 
footprint in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR), while India has been focusing on stability 
and progress for everyone in the region as part of an effort to improve ties with both its 
neighbours in the IOR. To assure that both Bangladesh and India come to an agreement 
to ensure maritime security in the region, the two nations conduct bilateral naval 
exercises and naval training.   

Source: Here  19 August 2022 

https://www.financialexpress.com/defence/jaishankar-heads-to-uae-focus-on-renewable-energy-maritime-security/2648600/
https://safety4sea.com/ifc-maritime-security-situation-mid-year-report%202022/#:~:text=Theft%20Robbery%20and%20Piracy%20at,than%202019%20(65%20incidents)
https://www.financialexpress.com/defence/india-bangladesh-to-ink-defence-pact-focus-on-maritime-security-and-joint-production/2636394/
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RAIGAD GUN SCARE: NEPTUNE 
MARITIME SECURITY ISSUES 

STATEMENT AFTER YACHT OWNED BY 
AUSTRALIAN DRIFTS NEAR 
HARIHARESHWAR BEACH 

After a suspicious boat carrying weapons was found near the Harihareshwar beach in 
Maharashtra, security was increased in the Raigad area of that state. A package bearing 
the Neptune Maritime Security brand was discovered in the boat, prompting the firm to 
issue a formal statement. There were three AK-47 guns and ammo in the package that was 
in the boat. "In June 2022, Neptune P2P Group provided private security on the vessel 
‘MY Lady Han’. The captain declared an emergency when the boat sustained damage 
during an Arabian Sea monsoon. Although the crew was saved, the yacht could not be 
saved because of the severe weather. 

Source: Here 18 August 2022 

INDIA’S MARITIME SECURITY 
COORDINATOR, MALAYSIAN NAVY 

CHIEF DISCUSS INDO-PACIFIC 
MARITIME SECURITY  

When Malaysian Navy Chief Admiral Tan Sri Mohd Reza Bin Mohd Sany and India's 
National Maritime Security Coordinator Vice Admiral G Ashok Kumar (Retd) met, they 
discussed maritime security issues in the Indo-Pacific region. The leaders identified 
several new avenues for further strengthening bilateral naval cooperation and expressed 
commitment to their support to uphold the principle of collective responsibility for 
maritime security in the Indian Ocean Region 

Source: Here 18 August 2022 

UK GOVERNMENT FIVE-YEAR 
MARITIME STRATEGY PLANS TO 

REDUCE ENVIRONMENTAL DAMAGE 
Five strategic objectives to be met as part of a new marine security plan have been 
established by the UK's Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, 
Department for Transport, Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office, the Home 
Office, and the Ministry of Defence. Protecting the nation, addressing dangers, 
guaranteeing prosperity, upholding principles, and maintaining a resilient ocean are 

among the strategy's core objectives, which were announced on August 15. In a statement 
on August 15, Sarah Treseder, CEO of the UK Chamber of Shipping, said: "A proactive 
marine security plan is crucial to maintaining the security of trade routes and energy 
supplies, especially for an island nation. 

Source: Here 17 August 2022  

 

https://www.financialexpress.com/defence/india-bangladesh-to-ink-defence-pact-focus-on-maritime-security-and-joint-production/2636394/
https://newsonair.com/2022/08/18/indias-maritime-security-coordinator-malaysian-navy-chief-discuss-indo-pacific-maritime-security/
https://www.ship-technology.com/analysis/uk-government-five-year-maritime-strategy-will-also-reduce-environmental-damage/
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THE UNITED KINGDOM’S NATIONAL 
STRATEGY FOR MARITIME SECURITY 

The United Kingdom's marine sector will continue to be crucial to the country's economy 
as an island nation with sizable international interests. The Integrated Review, which was 
released a little over a year ago, emphasised that any government's primary responsibility 
is to safeguard its citizens, the nation, and the democratic process. To maintain the free 
movement of products and information that underpins our economy, it is important from 
a marine viewpoint to safeguard our ports, shipping lanes, and subsea infrastructure. The 
UK Marine Area (UKMA), which includes both our Territorial Sea and the Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ) that surrounds it, as well as our Overseas Territories and Crown 
Dependencies, must be secured. 

Source:  Here 16 August 2022 

MARITIME FORCES 
US SHIP SEIZES ILLEGAL NARCOTICS 

IN GULF OF OMAN  

While patrolling the Gulf of Oman on August 30, a US Coast Guard rapid reaction 
cutter intercepted a fishing vessel carrying illicit narcotics with an estimated $20 
million in street value in the United States. 320 kilos of amphetamine pills and 
2,980 kg of hashish were found during operations in support of Combined Task 
Force (CTF) 150 by USCGC Glen Harris (WPC 1144) CTF 150, one of four task 
forces under Combined Maritime Forces, the largest international naval alliance in 
the world, is commanded by the Royal Saudi Navy. To support the free flow of 
trade, CTF 150 performs maritime security operations in the Gulf of Oman and 
North Arabian Sea. 

Source:  Here  31 August 2022   

EGYPT, US, SPAIN HELD JOINT NAVAL 
DRILLS IN MEDITERRANEAN 

The Egyptian military remarked that the Spanish, American, and Egyptian warships 
participated in a coordinated maritime exercise in the Mediterranean Sea, within 

striking distance of Egypt's Northern Fleet. Following their visit to Egypt's Alexandria 
Navy Base, US and Spanish naval ships took part in joint exercises, according to a 
statement from Gharib Abdel-Hafez, a spokesman for the Egyptian military. The multi-
mission Egyptian corvette ENS El Fateh of the Gowind class, the American missile 
destroyer USS Forrest Sherman, and the Spanish frigate ESPS Almirante Juan De 
Borbon participated in the multi-day drill, according to the statement. 

Source: Here 27 August 2022 

file:///C:/Users/sreos/OneDrive/Desktop/Making%20Waves/news.usni.org
http://www.centcom.mil/
http://english.chinamil.com.cn/view/2022-08/28/content_10180976.htm#:~:text=CAIRO%2C%20Aug.,the%20Egyptian%20military%20on%20Saturday
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GEORGE HW BUSH CARRIER STRIKE 
GROUP TRANSITS THE STRAIT OF 

GIBRALTAR 

As part of a regularly planned deployment in the US, the George HW Bush Carrier Strike 
Group (GHWBCSG), embarked aboard the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS George HW 
Bush (CVN 77), passed through the Strait of Gibraltar, and sailed into the Mediterranean 
Sea. Prior to commencing the passage through the Strait of Gibraltar, the strike group 
ships, squadrons, and personnel sailed from the United States earlier in August. They first 
gathered as a strike group in the Atlantic Ocean. 

Source: Here  25 August 2022 

 THIS MARITIME PARTNERSHIP IS 
STILL A WORK IN PROGRESS 

It is unclear if India-US relations will result in a comprehensive collaboration in the 
Indian Ocean littoral region. A major first in the military ties between India and the 
United States was made last week with the docking of the USNS Charles Drew, a dry cargo 
ship for the United States Navy, for repairs at a facility in Chennai, India. 
Source: Here  18 August 2022 

USCGC MOHAWK ARRIVES IN LAGOS, 
NIGERIA 

US and Nigerian leaders will attend events at the Western Navy Command and Naval 
Dockyard while in Lagos. Mohawk will also host a dinner reception and ship tours. Cmdr. 
Andrew Pate, commanding officer of the USCGC Mohawk, stated that "maritime security 
is essential to regional peace and stability" (WMEC 913). "Mohawk's visit is a chance for 
us to work together toward our common objectives and to reaffirm our commitment to 
enhancing maritime security, stability, and prosperity for our partners and friends." 
Nigeria is essential to the security and stability of Africa since it maintains the largest fleet 
in the Gulf of Guinea area. 

Source: Here  18 August 2022   

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.navy.mil/Press-Office/News-Stories/Article/3138957/george-hw-bush-carrier-strike-group-transits-the-strait-of-gibraltar/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/this-maritime-partnership-is-still-a-work-in-progress/article65780441.ece
https://www.navy.mil/Press-Office/News-Stories/Article/3132176/uscgc-mohawk-arrives-in-lagos-nigeria/
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SHIPPING, PORTS AND 

OCEAN ECONOMY 
EV SHIPPING IS SET TO BLOW 

INTERNAL COMBUSTION ENGINES 
OUT OF THE WATER 

A study that looks at "the technological prognosis, economic viability, and environmental 
effect of battery-electric containerships" has been published by researchers from the 
University of California, Berkeley, and Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory. In contrast 
to earlier research, the researchers now see the amount of space needed to house the 
batteries as an opportunity cost rather than a rigid technological limitation. The analysis 
estimates that by the end of this decade, more than 40% of the global fleet of containerships 
may be electrified "cost-effectively and using existing technology," after analysing a wide 
range of containership sizes as well as 13 key global trade routes. 

Source:  Here 22 August 2022 

WANT TO SLASH BILLIONS OFF YOUR 
TAX BILL? BUY A CONTAINER SHIP 

Even though Europe wants US IT companies to pay more taxes, it has been strangely quiet 
about the cosy and extremely unorthodox tax arrangements of one of its own key sectors: 
container transportation. The existing system is unsustainable given the industry's 
astronomical revenues. As a result of pandemic disruption and soaring US demand, 
freight prices have increased over the last two years. Four of the top five container lines in 
the world are in Europe, and some of them have racked up record profits while defrauding 
the taxpayers. 

Source: Here 22 August  2022 

HOW A CANADIAN COFFEE ROASTER 
IS REPLACING CONTAINER SHIPS 

WITH SAILBOATS TO DECARBONIZE 
ITS SUPPLY CHAIN — AND CUTTING 

COSTS IN THE PROCESS 
Sustainable transportation probably evokes ideas of cutting-edge technologies, electric 
vehicles, and unrealized scientific breakthroughs. However, a growing sector made up 
of sailors, coffee roasters, olive oil producers, and winemakers is returning to traditional 
transportation methods to progress toward a net-zero future. Instead of delivering 
things internationally on gas-guzzling container ships, several companies are preferring 

https://www.pv-magazine.com/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/want-to-slash-billions-off-your-tax-bill-buy-a-container-ship/2022/08/22/18381a48-21d8-11ed-a72f-1e7149072fbc_story.html
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to distribute their wares through sailboats. 

Source: Here 22 August 2022 

THE PLUNGE IN DRY BULK SHIPPING: 
OMINOUS SIGNAL ON CHINA’S 

ECONOMY? 
This year container shipping spot rates have fallen, but contract rates are up, supporting 
average rates. Ongoing port congestion is still tying up container ships and partially 
offsetting a pullback in cargo demand. Container lines will earn even more in 2022 than 
2021. Spot rates have nosedived, and bulker owners are far more exposed to spot pricing 
than container lines. Dry bulk congestion has cleared, releasing significant capacity into 
the market. Dry bulker owners may be back in the red by the end of this year. China 
appears to be the culprit for much of dry bulk’s reversal, particularly for larger bulkers 
known as Capesizes (vessels with capacity of around 180,000 deadweight tons or DWT) 
that heavily rely on Chinese imports of iron ore and coal. 
Source: Here 16 August 2022 

MARINE ENVIRONMENT 
  

REPUBLIC OF KOREA NAVY 
CONCLUDES ANNUAL MARITIME 

WASTE COLLECTION WORK 

As part of measures to help safeguard the maritime ecology and guarantee safer fishing 
activities, the Navy concluded its annual operation to collect undersea debris near a 
northern border island. During the 19-day operation close to Yeonpyeong Island, the Navy 
collected 13 tonnes of marine garbage using a 3,500-ton towing ship. Together with other 
relevant authorities, including the government-run Korea Marine Environment 
Management Corp., the task was carried out. According to the Navy, the operation is meant 
to stop garbage from endangering the marine ecosystem and vessels from getting stuck 
because of things like abandoned fishing nets. 

Source: Here 28 August 2022 

MARITIME CYBER INCIDENTS 
INCREASED AT LEAST 68 PERCENT IN 

2021, COAST GUARD REPORTS 
A cyber-attack on the port environment can compromise physical facility access control 
systems, manipulate terminal and gate operating systems to leak sensitive supply chain 
data or facilitate smuggling or cargo theft, halt port operations by breaching the terminal 
headquarters, compromise operational technology systems like cranes in a way that 
results in loss of life or property, tamper with PNT so that vessels cannot safely navigate 
a port, an attack on the port environment can also target the PNT system. 

Source: Here 26 August 2022 

https://www.businessinsider.nl/how-a-canadian-coffee-roaster-is-replacing-container-ships-with-sailboats-to-decarbonize-its-supply-chain-and-cutting-costs-in-the-process/
https://www.freightwaves.com/https:/www.bloomberg.com/news/newsletters/2022-06-13/supply-chain-latest-biden-warns-shipping-lines-amid-hot-inflationhttps:/www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2022-msc-russia-shipping-routes/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20220828000700325
https://www.hstoday.us/featured/maritime-cyber-incidents-increased-at-least-68-percent-in-2021-coast-guard-reports/


Making Waves 

16-30 August 2022 

8 

 

 

UN SEEKS PLAN TO BEAT PLASTIC 
NURDLES, THE TINY SCOURGES OF 

THE OCEANS 
Following a string of spillages throughout the globe, maritime authorities are exploring 
tighter regulations on the ocean transit of billions of plastic pellets known as nurdles. 
Nurdles are one of the most prevalent microplastic contaminants in the waters, according 
to activists, and they frequently wash up on beaches from Cornwall to New Zealand. 
Petrochemical businesses' multi-coloured pellets serve as the foundation for plastic goods 
including bags, bottles, and pipes. Following the cargo ship X-Press Pearl's fire and 
sinking in the Indian Ocean in May of last year, countless millions of needles washed 
ashore in Sri Lanka. 

Source: Here 20 August 2022 

THE CLIMATE-SPACE NEXUS: NEW 
APPROACHES FOR STRENGTHENING 

NATO’S RESILIENCE 
 
In the areas of environmental monitoring, climatic forecasting, and the preparation and 
execution of NATO missions and operations, NATO already acknowledges the importance 
of space capabilities. However, the advantages of space technology for increased 
operational effectiveness continue to go largely untapped. The ambitious Action Plan on 
Climate Change and Security, which was endorsed at the Brussels Summit in June 2021, 
included the first climate change and Security Impact Assessment (CCSIA), which NATO 
unveiled at the Madrid Summit in June 2022. The CCSIA aims to raise awareness among 
the Allies about how climate change may affect security. The Impact Assessment 
highlights the threat that climate-related hazards pose to the operating domain of space 
in addition to the marine, land, and air domains. 

Source: Here 18 August 2022 

GEOPOLITICS 
 

CHINESE HACKERS TIED TO ATTACKS 
ON SOUTH CHINA SEA ENERGY FIRMS 

In the latest claim of concerted cyberespionage by the Asian country to further its 
geopolitical objectives, Chinese hackers allegedly targeted energy corporations operating 
in the South China Sea and the Australian government. According to a study released on 
Tuesday by Proofpoint Inc., researchers have discovered a continuous phishing effort that 
has lasted for more than a year and has targeted projects including the Kasawari gas field 
and a wind farm in the Taiwan Strait. Petroliam Nasional BhD, which manages the gas 
project in Malaysian seas, declined to comment on the research study. To secure its 
operations and assets, Petronas stated that it adheres to best practises. 

Source: Here  30 August 2022  

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/aug/20/un-seeks-plan-to-beat-plastic-nurdles-the-tiny-scourges-of-the-oceans
https://www.nato.int/docu/review/articles/2022/08/18/the-climate-space-nexus-new-approaches-for-strengthening-natos-resilience/index.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-08-30/chinese-hackers-tied-to-attacks-on-south-china-sea-energy-firms
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GEOPOLITICAL FAULT-LINE IN EAST 
ASIAN MARITIME DOMAIN COULD BE 

GRAVE: RAJNATH SINGH 
 

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh who took part in Moscow Conference on International 
Security 2022 virtually on August 16th, pointed out that the potential geopolitical fault-
line in the maritime domain – particularly in East Asia – could be grave than what is being 
witnessed currently. “The potential geopolitical fault-line in the maritime domain – 
particularly in East Asia – could be graver than what we are witnessing today,” he said at 
the conference which was attended by Ministers of Defence from different countries.  
Source:  Here 16 August 2022 
    

 THE CONTEST OVER THE BLACK SEA 
IN THE NEW COLD WAR 

The NATO Strategic Concept unveiled in Madrid on June 29 highlighted the necessity of 
strengthening NATO’s forward defensive posture, particularly singling out the Black Sea. 
This development is unsurprising given Russia’s war on Ukraine. The NATO consensus is 
that Russian strongman Vladimir Putin’s ambitions reach beyond Ukraine’s borders and 
have the potential to destabilize Europe. NATO’s northern flank will be significantly 
strengthened if both Finland and Sweden join the alliance. In addition, the forward 
defence of Central Europe continues to gather more attention. That leaves NATO’s 
southern flank, traditionally an area that has seen less emphasis due to differing threat 
perceptions, lack of political consensus and the difficulties of addressing security 
challenges and navigation in the Black Sea. 

Source:   Here   16 August 2022 

  

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/geopolitical-fault-line-in-east-asian-maritime-domain-could-be-grave-rajnath-singh/articleshow/93599713.cms
https://www.nato.int/nato_static_fl2014/assets/pdf/2022/6/pdf/290622-strategic-concept.pdf
https://www.gisreportsonline.com/r/nato-sweden-finland/
https://www.gisreportsonline.com/r/black-sea-security/

