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BACKGROUND 
 
The Indo-Pacific has been experiencing substantial changes, in terms of the ongoing power 
transition, the struggle to maintain a related balance of power founded upon a consensually-derived 
rules-based order, and all related aspects intertwined within the web of economics, commerce and 
trade.  From this crucible, a new set of alliances, partnerships, and anxieties have emerged, many of 
them pointed at China, either directly, indirectly, or inferred.  
 

In the midst of such an environment, which is fuelled by the growing economic clout of 
China – and its consequent maritime ascendancy – the security concerns of Indo-Pacific nations are 
high on their respective national and regional agendas.  Two successive Chinese Presidents – 
President Hu Jintao and President Xi Jinping – realising the need for more comprehensive presence 
in all areas of the maritime domain have paved a path for China to evolve into a maritime ‘great 
power’ through an increasingly-forceful approach that appears to be unmindful of national and 
regional sensitivities.  
 

China’s growing assertiveness on maritime issues within the Indo-Pacific region, especially 
over the past few decades, has led to significant geostrategic flux in the region.  Arguably, China’s 
endeavours in the Western Pacific and Indian Ocean are largely motivated by economic interests and 
the need to ensure the safety of its maritime trade, especially the import of crude oil.  The Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI) is undoubtedly a major part of China’s outreach-strategy in the Indo-Pacific 
region aimed at extending its global sphere of influence, while fostering new norms of international 
economic cooperation and promoting a more China-dominated/ China-friendly rules-based order.  
Therefore, building and strengthening maritime linkages and connectivity are major components of 
the BRI.  Beijing has invested billions of dollars in various projects in many nations across the Indo-
Pacific region and beyond.  Consequently, constant access to the world’s trade-routes is critical to 
the exercise by China of its comprehensive national power.    
 

This expansion, in terms of soft security, is most evident by the growing dominance of 
Chinese companies across the entire global maritime supply and value chains.  This is supported by 



 

 

China’s shipping fleet, which is the second-largest in the world in terms of the gross tonnage carried.  
In addition, China is now the world’s largest shipbuilder, having overtaken South Korea in 2012.  
Chinese shipyards are producing both merchantmen and warships at an impressive rate.  With 
shipyards building 17-20 warships/ submarines per year since 2013, the PLAN is poised to become 
the world’s largest navy by the next decade.  Chinese shipyards are also producing 96 per cent of the 
world’s shipping containers and more than 80 per cent of the world’s ship-to-shore cranes.  China 
currently operates seven of the ten busiest ports in the world (including Hong Kong).  Moreover, 
China has invested in building more than 40 seaports in 34 countries.  Djibouti, located between the 
Gulf of Aden and the Red Sea, is a strategic chokepoint and, while it is not a military base in the 
classical sense, it nevertheless hosts significant Chinese military and supporting forces and 
infrastructure.  The positioning of ships at Djibouti would enable a more enduring Chinese presence 
in the Arabian Sea, the southwestern Indian Ocean, as well as in/off maritime chokepoints of the 
Indian Ocean, which are critical to China.  This Chinese presence and investments in critical 
maritime infrastructure provide additional leverage, especially due to Beijing’s ‘debt trap’ diplomacy.   
 

China’s economic corridor through Pakistan and Pakistan Occupied Kashmir (POK) is an 
important component of the BRI.   
 

China’s territorial claims in the South China Sea (SCS) and its associated assertiveness have 
raised the level of instability throughout the Indo-Pacific.  This has significant implications for 
security, peace, and trade in the region.   

 
China’s continued expansionist maritime policy, its indulgence in lawfare, duly supported by 

national maritime legislation, and its growing military power, all combine to generate major threats 
and adversely impact the existing rules-based order.  While several nations are responding to China’s 
actions and activities, there is no semblance of a coordinated mechanism to address the many issues 
that have emerged.  Although the QUAD is expanding its ambit, there is much work that can be 
done in terms of ‘holistic maritime security’, which could allay apprehensions arising from QUAD 
being viewed as a hard security dialogue.  The Russia-Ukraine conflict has also impacted certain 
aspects that are important for the region, which need deliberation.   

 
Against this background, this workshop aims to bring together experts from across the 

Indo-Pacific to examine, review, and discuss these critical and impactful issues and suggest 
solutions/ alternatives that could, thereafter, inform national and regional policy.    
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(15 min) 

China’s Political Interventions in the IOR 
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(Virtual) 

Former Chief of Defence Staff, Sri Lanka 
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Senior Fellow 
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the Indo-Pacific Region 

Captain Sarabjeet S Parmar, IN 
Senior Fellow 
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(15 min) 
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Chulalongkorn University 
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Q&A 
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Mr Pankaj Madan 

Deputy Head 
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(05 min) 
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Commodore Debesh Lahiri, IN, Executive Director, National 
Maritime Foundation, New Delhi. An alumnus of the Naval 
Engineering Course (NEC), Naval Engineering College, INS Shivaji, 
Lonavala and College of Defence Management (CDM), Secunderabad, 
Commodore Debesh Lahiri was commissioned into the Indian Navy 
on 25 Nov 1988. He is a Marine Engineer by profession and has 
completed his Master’s (MTech) from Indian Institute of Technology 
(IIT), Chennai. He has completed a World Bank programme on 
Alternate Dispute Resolution-Arbitration, Conciliation and Mediation. 
He was the Deputy Naval Attaché at the Embassy of India, Moscow, 
and has been at the helm of two Naval ship Repair Yards, at Port Blair 

and Karwar respectively. 
 
He has a wide experience at sea, having been Engineer Officer on three different types of 
propulsion, viz. Internal Combustion Engines (Ghorpad), Gas Turbines (Veer) and Steam (Udaygiri, 
Ganga, Gomati and Beas) and has also been the Fleet Engineer Officer, Western Fleet. He has been 
Additional General Manager (Quality Assurance and Production) at Naval Dockyard, Mumbai, and 
is well-versed in Human Resource Management, having been Director of Personnel at Naval 
Headquarters. As Commodore Dockyards, he was responsible for the creation of marine 
infrastructure in the Navy. He is a fellow of the Institute of Marine Engineers (FIMarE) and his 
papers have been published by the American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME), Society of 
Automotive Engineers (SAE), International Naval Engineers Conference (INEC), Indian National 
IC Engines Conference and the Journal of Marine Engineering. He has also authored service papers 
on matters of importance to the Indian Navy and has written a dissertation on Comprehensive 
National Power. His articles and poems on Shipbuilding in Ancient India, Energy, Emissions, 
Environment, Quality Techniques, Leadership and Personnel Management have been published in 
Naval Despatch, Personnel Update, among several other magazines and periodicals. He is a keen 
sportsman, weekend-golfer, avid reader and sometimes poet. 
 
 

 
Mr Peter Max Rimmele is the former Resident Representative of 
Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung Office, India.  He took public office as 
Ministerialrat, Head of Division at the State Ministry of the Interior in 
Saxony, Germany, from November 1991 on until 2000.  There he 
first served in the Police and Security and in the Local Government 
Department.  On behalf of the German Foreign Ministry he served in 
East Timor as Registrar General, Head of Civil Registry and Notary 
Services (UNTAET), and later the principal Advisor for Governance 
Reform for GIZ (German International Cooperation) to the Ministry of 
Administrative Reform and the Anti-Corruption Commission of the 

Republic of Indonesia for 7 years.  He was also Principal Advisor Good Governance/Justice 



 

 

Program in Rwanda. Earlier he was Resident Representative Lebanon, Director of Rule of Law 
Program Middle East North Africa, Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung. 
 
 
 

Admiral Karambir Singh, PVSM, AVSM, IN (Retd), who was the 
Republic of India’s 24th Chief of the Naval Staff (31 May 2019 to 30 
November 2021), assumed the Chairmanship of the National Maritime 
Foundation, New Delhi, on 17 January 2022. 
 
An alumnus of the National Defence Academy, Khadakwasla, the 
Defence Services Staff College, Wellington, and the College of Naval 
Warfare, Mumbai, the Admiral was commissioned into the Indian Navy 
in July of 1980. A Naval aviator of repute, he earned his wings as a 
helicopter pilot in 1981 and has flown extensively on the Chetak 

(Alouette Mk III) and several variants of Kamov helicopters. Over the four decades of his sterling 
service under the Indian Navy’s White Ensign, he has commanded the Indian Coast Guard Ship 
Chandbibi, the guided missile corvette INS Vijaydurg, and two of the Indian Navy’s frontline 
guided-missile destroyers, namely, INS Rana and INS Delhi. He has also tenanted the seagoing 
appointment of Fleet Operations Officer of the Western Fleet. Ashore, he has served in the 
Directorate of Naval Air Staff at the Integrated Headquarters of the Ministry of Defence (Navy) and 
has been Captain (Air) and Officer-in-Charge of the Naval Air Station at Mumbai. On promotion to 
flag rank, the Admiral distinguished himself as the Chief of Staff of the Eastern Naval Command. 
His has also done himself and his nation proud while tenanting other critical flag-appointments 
including Chief of Staff of the Tri-Services Unified Command in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, 
and the Flag Officer Commanding Maharashtra and Gujarat Naval Area (FOMAG). 
 
As a Vice-Admiral, he was the Director General, Project Seabird, and oversaw all aspects of the 
development of the Indian Navy’s expansive and modern base at Karwar in India’s southern state of 
Karnataka. Appointed thereafter as the Deputy Chief of Naval Staff, he admirably discharged his 
responsibilities for the Indian Navy’s current and future operational and combat capacity and 
capabilities. He then graced the office of the Vice Chief of Naval Staff, providing lasting value to the 
development of the “future Navy”. He has a rich store of senior command experience and has been 
the Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Eastern Naval Command, with his headquarters at the port-
city of Visakhapatnam. He assumed Command of the Indian Navy on 31 May 2019, serving with 
uncommon distinction until his retirement from active service on 30 November 2021. For his 
exceptional contribution to the robust development of the nation’s defence, the President of the 
Republic of India twice afforded him public honour through the award of the Ati Vishist Seva 
Medal, and the Param Vishist Seva Medal. 
 

 

 



 

 

Vice Admiral Anil Kumar Chawla, PVSM, AVSM, NM, VSM, 

IN (Retd), Former Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Southern 

Naval Command.  An alumnus of the National Defence Academy, 

Vice Admiral Anil Kumar Chawla was commissioned in the Indian 

Navy on January 1, 1982.  A Navigation and Direction specialist, 

Vice Admiral Anil Kumar Chawla commanded Coast Guard Ship C-

01, the Vinash a missile boat, the missile corvette Kora, Stealth 

frigate Tabar and the aircraft carrier Viraat.  His ashore and staff 

appointments include stints at the prestigious National Defence 

Academy, Centre for Leadership and Behavioural Studies Naval 

Attaché Jakarta, Senior Instructor (Navy) and HOTT (Navy) at the Defence Services Staff College 

and Naval Assistant to CNS. 

 

As a Flag Officer, Vice Admiral A.K. Chawla has held critical staff appointments as the Assistant 
Chief of the Naval Staff (Foreign Cooperation &amp; Intelligence) and the Assistant Chief of the 
Naval Staff (Policy and Plans) at Naval Headquarters.  He was the 28th Flag Officer Commanding- 
in-Chief of the Southern Naval Command (SNC). VAdm A.K. Chawla has also Served as the Chief 
of Personnel at the Integrated Headquarters of Ministry of Defence, Navy at Delhi.  He 
commanded the Western Fleet from August 16, 2013, to October 1, 2014. On promotion to the 
rank of Vice Admiral he took over as the Director General Naval Operations on December 31, 
2014. 
 
He was awarded the Nausena Medal in 2003 while in command of INS Kora during Operation 
Parakram, Vishisht Seva Medal on January 26, 2013, and Ati Vishisht Seva Medal on January 26, 
2015 and the Param Vishisht Seva Medal on January 26, 2020.  He is also a keen environmentalist 
and was conferred the prestigious ‘Golden Peacock Environment Management Award’ in December 
2020.  An active contributor to various defence journals, he is currently an Eminent Resource 
Faculty for the Rashtriya Raksha University and a Distinguished Member of several think tanks, 
besides being involved in various social and environmental initiatives. 
 
 
 

Captain Kamlesh Kumar Agnihotri, IN (Retd.) is a Senior Fellow 
at the National Maritime Foundation (NMF).  Prior to this ssignment, 
he was a Senior Fellow at the Centre for Joint Warfare Studies 
(CENJOWS), New Delhi, till his retirement in June 2021.  His 
specialised field of work for last 15 years, has been on Chinese 
Defense Forces, particularly the Chinese Navy. 
 
The Officer has had a prolonged tenure at NMF earlier too, during 
which he developed specialised knowledge-base on China and 
consolidated the same to a great extent.  His in-depth knowledge of 
the China related security matters enabled him to publish four books, 

and author several research articles in various think tanks’ Journals.  His two notable books are: the 
most recently published one titled “Leveraging of High Technology Developments by China in 
Military and Maritime Domain: Impact on the Indian Ocean Regional Security” (2021); and 
“Strategic Direction of the Chinese Navy: Capability and Intent Assessment” (2015). 



 

 

 
He is a naval missile and Gunnery specialist.  He commanded a Landing Craft Utility ship (LCU) at 
the Andaman and Nicobar Islands.  He has also qualified as a Remote Sensing, satellite imagery 
interpretation and Photogrammetry analyst.  He has also acquired an Advanced Diploma in Chinese 
language in order to complement his scholarly and research work. 

 

 
 

Dr Gudrun Wacker is at present Senior Fellow in the Asia Division 
at the German Institute for International and Security Affairs (Stiftung 
Wissenschaft und Politik, SWP) in Berlin, a think tank providing 
political advice to the German government and parliament.  Her 
research focuses on Chinese foreign and security policy, especially 
EU-China relations, China and the Asia-Pacific region, security 
cooperation in the Asia-Pacific and the Indo-Pacific.  She is currently 
an EU delegate to the Experts and Eminent Persons Group of the 
ASEAN Regional Forum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dr Jabin T Jacob is Associate Professor at the Department of 
International Relations and Governance Studies at the Shiv Nadar 
University, India and Adjunct Research Fellow at the National 
Maritime Foundation, New Delhi.  He was formerly Fellow and 
Assistant Director at the Institute of Chinese Studies, Delhi and 
Associate Editor of the journal China Report. Jacob holds a PhD in 
Chinese Studies from the School of International Studies, Jawaharlal 
Nehru University, New Delhi and has spent time as a student / 
researcher / faculty in Taiwan, France and Singapore.  His research 
interests include Chinese domestic politics, China-South Asia 
relations, Sino-Indian border areas, Indian and Chinese worldviews, 

and centre-province relations in China.  
 
As part of his research, Jacob has travelled in many of India’s border states and visited parts of the 
country’s disputed borders with China and Pakistan as well as the international borders with 
Myanmar and Bangladesh.  He is a PhD supervisor at the Naval War College, Goa and a regular 
speaker at various other Indian defence training institutions.  He is a member of the editorial boards 
of the Review for Indian and Asian Studies, Institute for Indian and Southwest Asian Studies of the 
Vietnam Academy of Social Sciences and of the NMF journal, Maritime Affairs. Jacob’s latest 
publication is a co-edited volume with Hoang The Anh titled, China’s Search for ‘National 
Rejuvenation’: Domestic and Foreign Policies under Xi Jinping (Palgrave Macmillan, 2020). Some of 
his work can be found at https://indiandchina.com/ and he tweets @jabinjacobt. 

 

 

https://indiandchina.com/


 

 

 
Dr Roger Chi-feng Liu is Associate Professor of international politics 
with the Department of Social Sciences, FLAME University.  He also 
serves as the Chairs of International Studies discipline and the Center 
for South and Southeast Asia Studies (CSSAS FLAME).   
 
Professor Liu earned his Ph.D. in political science from University of 
South Carolina, and his research interests span political geography, 
geopolitics/geo-economics, interstate/intrastate conflicts, 
geographic/quantitative IR methodology, India’s foreign policy, and 
China-India Relations.  Dr Liu’s recent research focus is on China’s 
policy towards India, India in the Indo-Pacific strategy, great power 

politics in the context of QUAD (the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue), and China’s Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI) in South and Southeast Asia.  
 
Prof. Liu has been actively engaging the Indian academic and policy communities with think tanks 
and universities such as ORF, Pune University, JNU etc.  Dr Liu’s opinion and policy pieces have 
been published on The Diplomat and Taipei Times, as he also participated frequently in major news 
channels such as CNN-New 18, News X, Raja Sabha TV, Lok Sabha TV, CNBC News 18, as the 
commentator, panelist or discussant for international politics and foreign policy related topics. 
 

 

 
Vice Admiral Pradeep Chauhan, AVSM & BAR, VSN, IN 
(RETD), Director-General, National Maritime Foundation, New 
Delhi.  An alumnus of the National Defence Academy, the Defence 
Services Staff College, the Naval War College, and the National 
Defence College, with BSc, MSc and MPhil degrees under his belt, 
Admiral Chauhan, is currently the Director-General of the National 
Maritime Foundation, New Delhi, which is India’s foremost resource 
centre for the development and advocacy of strategies for the 
promotion and protection of India’s maritime interests. 
 
The admiral retired on 30 November 2013 after an illustrious, rich, 

and varied four-decade-long career in the Executive Branch of the Indian Navy.  This included a 
stint in Antarctica, as also a three-year deputation to the Government of Mauritius, where he set up 
and commanded the Mauritius National Coast Guard.  His sea-going service incorporates as many 
as four command-appointments.  After doing the 42nd NDC, he was the Principal Director of 
Naval Operations and thereafter went on to command the Indian Navy’s sole aircraft carrier of that 
period, the Viraat.  As a Rear Admiral, he was the Navy’s first Assistant Chief of the Naval Staff 
(Foreign Cooperation &amp; Intelligence), where he conceptualised and executed the Indian Ocean 
Naval Symposium (IONS).  As a Vice Admiral, he has been Chief of Staff of the Western Naval 
Command; and was, in his last naval appointment before retirement, the Commandant of the Indian 
Naval Academy (Ezhimala).  He has been commended three times by the President of India for 
sustained distinguished service. Not one to rest on past laurels, he has remained active even after 
retirement and is a much sought-after thought-leader and leadership mentor.  Apart from being on 
the visiting faculty of the higher-command establishments of all three of India’s defence services, as 



 

 

also tri-Service establishments such as the College of Defence Management, Hyderabad and the 
National Defence College, New Delhi, he has also been advising the government through his 
interaction with the Integrated Headquarters of the Ministry of Defence (Navy), the Ministry of 
External Affairs, and the National Security Council Secretariat.  He is, in addition, a prolific writer 
with over 95 published professional articles and papers, and, a respected Adviser and Fellow of 
several important think-tanks. 
 
 
 

Admiral Ravindra C. Wijegunaratne (Retired), WV, RWP & Bar, 
RSP, VSV, USP, NI(M), ndc, psn, MPhil(D&SS), BSc(Hons) WS.  
Admiral Wijegunaratne was the former Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) of Sri 
Lanka Armed Forces, the highest position of Sri Lanka Military.  He 
studied at Royal College, Colombo and joined the Sri Lanka Navy as a 
Cadet on 1st November 1980 at the young age of 18 years.  He is a recipient 
of “Best International Midshipman” award in prestigious Britannia Royal 
Naval College, Dartmouth, UK in 1982.  His contribution to the Sri Lanka 
Navy and the country was immense, especially during the conflict time 
fighting against the terrorist group LTTE.  
 

He is a recipient of Weerodara Vibhushanaya (WV), the highest gallantry medal in Sri Lanka for 
exceptional gallantry and valour in non-military nature and three more gallantry medals.  He is the 
founder of Sri Lanka Navy Special Boats Squadron (SBS), the Naval Commando unit in 1993.  In 
2016, as the Commander of the Navy, he raised Sri Lanka Navy Marines with the support of US 
Marines.  
 
He was the Commander of the Sri Lanka Navy for two years and two months and the Chief of the 
Defence Staff for two years and six months.  
 
He is a recipient of BSc (Hons) War Studies degree from Karachi University, Pakistan and MPhil 
(Defence and Strategic Studies) degree from Madras University, India.  
 
He was an outstanding sportsman during younger days, winning Sri Lanka Navy Colours in Rugby 
Football, Sailing and Rowing.  He was also, a top marksman and was the President of the National 
Rifle Association (NRA).  
 
He is married to Yamuna De Saram, the Miss Sri Lanka for Miss Asia Pacific contest 1989 and they 
have 26 years old son, Sathyajith.  
 
He retired on 2nd January 2020, after 39 years of military service and now enjoying ‘organic-farming’ 
in his ancestral home Yatadolawatta, Matugama.  
 



 

 

Prof Dr Heribert Dieter is Senior Fellow at the German Institute for 
International and Security Affairs, Visiting Professor of International 
Political Economy, Zeppelin University, Lake Constance (since 2013) 
and Adjunct Professor at the University of Potsdam (since 2017).  He 
studied Political Science and Economics at the Free University of 
Berlin. After his position as a Senior Fellow at the University of 
Duisburg researching global economy and regional integration he 
joined the Central European University, Budapest as a visiting 
Professor in 2004.  From 2005 to 2010 he worked as a Coordinator, a 
Member and Principal Writer of the “Warwick Commission on the 
Future of the Multilateral Trading System” and a Member and Co-
Director of the “Warwick Commission on International Financial 
Reform” at the University of Warwick.  During that time, he also was a 
visiting Researcher and Professor at the University of Sydney and 
submitted his habilitation in political science.  Besides his current 

positions he has been Professor and Chair of International Relations at Ruhr University Bochum 
and Visiting Professor at the Australian National University, Canberra; Murdoch University, Perth.  
His current research focused on the future of globalization, the consequences of rise of China for 
the world, bilateralism and plurilateralism in trade governance and Germany’s position in the 21st 
century’s global economy. 
 
 

 
Captain Sarabjeet Singh Parmar, IN, Senior Fellow, National 
Maritime Foundation, New Delhi. An alumnus of National 
Defence Academy (NDA) Kharakwasla, and Defence Services 
Staff College (DSSC) Wellington, Captain Parmar was 
commissioned into the Indian Navy on 01 July 1987. He is a Sea 
King pilot who has commanded two ships and a frontline Sea 
King Squadron. He was member of the XI Indian Antarctic 
Summer Expedition in 1991 and has attended the South Asia 
Regional Governance and Management Defence Course 
Conducted by the British Government at Colombo in 2005. He 
represented the Indian Navy in the first international HOSTAC 

(helicopter operations from ships other than aircraft carriers) conference held at Norfolk, USA in 
2008. He has served as Joint Director Naval Plans in Directorate of Naval Planning at IHQ MoD 
(Navy). He has been Directing Staff at Defence Services Staff College (DSSC), Wellington, where he 
was responsible for the national strategy and international law modules. He was a Research Fellow at 
the then Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses (IDSA), New Delhi from Sep 2010 to July 2014, 
and looked at maritime strategy and security related issues. Post IDSA he was Director (Strategy) in 
the Directorate of Strategy Concepts and Transformation at IHQ MoD (Navy) from Jul 2014 to 
Apr 2016, where as part of the core team revised Indian Navy’s unclassified maritime security 
strategy document and doctrine. From Apr 2016 to Apr 2018, at the Maritime Doctrines and 
Concepts Centre, as Director Strategic Maritime Assessment and Doctrine Development he carried 
out regional maritime assessments and completed the doctrine development plan. He has written 
extensively on maritime security aspects and presented papers at various national and international 
conferences. He joined the NMF in April 2018 as Senior Fellow and was the Executive Director 



 

 

from 04 June 2019 to 31 January 2022. He is presently a Senior Fellow at the NMF and looks at 
maritime strategy and security related aspects in the Indo-Pacific, piracy, and international maritime 
law with a focus on lawfare.  
 
 
 

Dr Piti Srisangnam, Director, ASEAN Studies Centre, 
Chulalongkorn University; Assistant Professor of Economics, Faculty 
of Economics, Chulalongkorn University; 2019 Royal Thai 
Government Scholarships Association Award: Rising Star; 2021 
Dongfang Scholars, Peking University, China.  Dr Piti Srisangnam 
holds a PhD degree in Economics from the University of Melbourne 
(Australia), and an MA Degree in International Economics and 
Finance from Chulalongkorn University (Thailand).  He has been 
teaching International Economics and Microeconomics for bachelor 
and master degree students at Chulalongkorn University since 2002.  
 

He has been Deputy Director for Academic Affairs of the Centre for European Studies from 2010 
to 2012 and Deputy Director for Academic Affairs of the ASEAN Studies Centre in 2012, both at 
Chulalongkorn University, before he became Director of the Centre in 2013.  
 
He has been selected for the 2019 Rising Star Royal Thai Government Scholarships Association 
Award: Rising Star.  In 2021, he was granted the Dongfang Scholarships to become a visiting scholar 
at Peking University for 1 semester.  
 
He has published several papers in journals and book, e.g. on the economic development in 
Southeast Asia, on trade in services among ASEAN member states, on regional economic 
integration of ASEAN and of the European Union, on the economic reform and SME development 
in Thailand, on ASEAN-India, ASEAN-China, ASEAN-Japan and ASEAN-ROK relations.  Apart 
from academic works, he also hosts 3 radio programs related to current issues in ASEAN.  
 
 
 

Mr. Pankaj Madan has been active with Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung, 
India since February 1991.  At this juncture, he is the Team leader 
Programme and deputises for the Resident Representative to India of 
KAS as and when the need arises.  During his long experience with KAS, 
he has been responsible for building, maintaining, and enhancing old 
partnerships while forming new ones with political parties, think tanks, 
institutions, and personages of reputes.  He has authored reports on 
various topics focusing on geo-strategic and geo-economics issues and 
curated many programmes as well as research projects. 
 
 


