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MARITIME SEGURITY

5TH EAST ASIA SUMMIT CONFERENCE ON
MARITIME SECURITY COOPERATION TO
FOCUS ON INDIA'S EXPANDED ROLE IN INDO-

PACIFIC
- ANI

The fifth edition of the EAS Conference on Maritime Security Cooperation focuses on
greater maritime security in the wider Indo-Pacific - the region in which India is poised
to play a major role. The East Asia Summit (EAS) is a premier leaders-led forum to
exchange views on strategic issues in the Indo-Pacific. Earlier, the EAS conference was
first initiated in 2015 and the first conference was held in New Delhi. The second was
held in Goa in 2017, the third in Bhubaneswar in 2018, and the fourth in Chennai last
year. The fifth event is held in co-operation with Australia which is also expanding its
strategic expansion in the Indo-Pacific region. Since its inception in 2005, EAS has
been playing an important role in negating issues related to traditional and non-
traditional security challenges in the region.

The recently held 16th EAS Summit also touched upon these issues, including the
impact of the current Covid-19 pandemic on the security situation in the Indo-Pacific.
India as a part of its strategic vision envisages a free, open, inclusive and rules-based
Indo-Pacific with respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity of all nations and
peaceful settlement of issues through mutual co-operation. EAS focusses on seven
pillars for cooperation and collaboration namely Maritime Security, Maritime Ecology,
Maritime Resources, Capacity Building and Resource Sharing, Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management, Science, Technology and Academic Cooperation and
Trade, Connectivity and Maritime Transport with an aim to fulfil the overarching and
converging interests in the Indo-PacificThese, together with India's commitment to
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) and customary law of the
seas, provide a direction and a framework for efforts to enhance public good in the
broader Indo-Pacific.

In August 2021, India, under its presidency of United Nations Security Council hosted
a High-level Open Debate on 'Enhancing Maritime Security - A Case for International
Cooperation' which was chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Earlier In 2015,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi put forward the SAGAR Doctrine - an acronym for
'Security and Growth for all in the Region'. This vision focuses on cooperative
measures for sustainable use of the oceans and provides a framework for a safe, secure,
and stable maritime domain in the region. The thematic session of the conference
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includes discussion on maritime security, resource and information: science and
technology co-operation and pandemic and disaster risk reduction and management.

Source: bignewsnetwork.com; 23 November 2021

JAPAN, VIETNAM VOW TO REPEL
UNILATERAL MARITIME ATTEMPTS

Japan and Vietnam on Tuesday vowed to push back any unilateral attempts in the
disputed East and South China Seas.

The reaffirmation of complying with international law on respecting freedom of
navigation and overflight came during a bilateral meeting of Japanese and Vietnamese
defense ministers in Tokyo. “The Ministers ... shared a strong opposition to — where
incompatible with the existing international order — any unilateral attempts to change
the status quo by coercion and confirmed the importance of Japan and Vietnam to
continue to cooperate in upholding the existing international order based on the rule
of law,” a statement by Japanese Defense Ministry said. The statement came after
almost two hours meeting of Nobuo Kishi and his Vietnamese counterpart Phan Van
Giang. They reiterated the importance of countries complying with the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). The Philippines won a case in 2016 at
the Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA) in The Hague, which invalidated China’s
expansive claims over the resource-rich South China Sea. It is claimed by China and
several other regional countries. China’s assertions are based on its “nine-dash line” —
purple dashes on official Chinese maps that denote Beijing’s historical claims over the
South China Sea.

Japan’s statement said Tuesday’s meeting discussed views on the current regional
security situation including in the disputed waters. The two sides upgraded their
defense ties, calling it “Japan-Vietnam Defense Cooperation at the New Level.” “Japan
and Vietnam will contribute more proactively to the peace and stability of the region
and the international community, by making specific efforts utilizing their respective
advantages and resources,” the statement said. Kishi also condemned ballistic missiles
launched by North Korea and expressed concern over the situation in Myanmar
following the February coup. On the occasion, Japan and Vietnam signed two
agreements on cybersecurity cooperation and military medicine.

Source: Yeni Safak; 23 November 2021

INDIA, LANKA, MALDIVES HOLD CONDUCT

CONCLAVE TO ENHANCE MARITIME SECURITY
- SNS
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Maritime security agencies of India, Sri Lanka and the Maldives held their maiden
‘Colombo Security Conclave (CSC) Focused Operation’ at which ways of enhancing
maritime security cooperation in the Indian Ocean Region were deliberated upon. The
two-day conclave witnessed the participation of ships and aircraft of the Indian Navy
(IN), Maldives National Defence Force (MNDF) and the Sri Lankan Navy (SLN). They
operated over a vast area in the Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZ) of the three countries
in the Southern Arabian Sea. It may be recalled that a trilateral Table Top Exercise
(TTX) between IN, MNDF and SLN was conducted on 14-15 July. The three countries
had participated in the 5th Deputy National Security Advisors (NSA) — level meeting
of Colombo Security Conclave on 4 August.

The ‘CSC Focused Operation’ was conducted with an aim of keeping this vital part of
the Indian Ocean Region safe and secure for commercial shipping, international trade
and conduct of legitimate maritime activities. This focused operation would help build
understanding and interoperability between the lead maritime security agencies, and
facilitate institution of measures to prevent and suppress transnational crimes in the
region. It would further enhance the operational synergy by exchange of information
and conduct of coordinated operations to handle maritime incidents/ accidents, the
Ministry of Defence (MoD) said today. The conduct of ‘CSC Focused Operation’
exemplifies the deep trilateral engagement between India, Sri Lanka and the Maldives
and emphasises their commitment to promote peace, and security in the region.

Source: The Statesman; 28 November 2021

HOW INS VISAKHAPATNAM GIVES INDIAN
NAVY AN ADVANTAGE OVER CHINA IN
INDIAN OCEAN

- Raja Menon

On Sunday, the Indian Navy commissioned its tenth destroyer, the Indian Naval Ship
(INS) Visakhapatnam, built by Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited in Mumbai. The
Vishakhapatnam is a 7,500-tonne warship whose main offensive armament is the
BrahMos surface-to-surface missile, eight of which will be clustered in two quadruple
vertical launch systems. With a range of 290 km, supersonic speed and pinpoint
accuracy, it can be fired against both ships and land targets, making it a fearsome
weapon.

Against submarines, it has Indian sensors guiding the Indian-built Brahmastra
heavyweight torpedo and long-range anti-submarine rocket launchers. It also carries
the famous Israeli Barak anti-aircraft and anti-missile system, probably the best in its
class in the world. Its sensor suite is world-class, as even a glance at its photograph
will confirm, and it can direct our own fighter aircraft by means of a long-range aircraft
direction radar. Fitted with the most modern Indian-Israeli electronic warfare suite, it
can conduct soft kills on enemy sensors. In a nuclear age and the decreasing
probabilities of open conventional war, a factor that contributes to being a successful
warship is its longevity. Things look good for INS Visakhapatnam, for an earlier class
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of destroyer fitted with similar gas turbine main engines is still going strong in their
fourth decade. However, the most potent weapon onboard the ship may not be the
BrahMos missiles, but the single package helicopter, fitted with submarine search
sonar and anti-ship missiles. Observers with nautical scientific knowledge would have
grasped that although the BrahMos has a range of 290 km, the range of the ship’s own
search radar is limited by the curvature of the earth to a maximum of 100 km. So,
without what is called over the horizon targeting, the full range of the BrahMos cannot
be exploited. That is where pairing the ship with its own helicopter or another search
aircraft makes the Visakhapatnam a formidable fighting platform.

Normally it would form part of the escort screen around the aircraft carrier, adding
enormously to the defence in depth of the capital ship. But it would also be the leader
of a formidably independent task group on a search and destroy mission. It is currently
equipped with the Seaking 42B helicopter, but that will be replaced by the new arrival
Seahawk helicopters from the US. The ship will inspire Naval Headquarters to
expedite the formulation of a new maritime strategy, to replace the dated Mahanian
concept of sea lane protection and convoy escorting. Naval theorists are giving
finishing touches on an aggressive grand strategy where the army holds the Chinese at
the Himalayan border, while the navy goes on the offensive in the Indian Ocean. Irked
by the questions that were raised in the national media during the Galwan crisis as to
what could the Navy do to offset Chinese aggression on the Line of Actual Control
(LAC), maritime strategists have been working overtime to provide an answering
strategy in the Indian Ocean.

China has the advantage of geography in Tibet, which is a plateau. With its huge
infrastructure budget, it has been easy to build an intense road network facing the
border with India. As a result, it has a six-lane highway connecting its offensive posts
opposite Arunachal Pradesh right up to Daulat Beg Oldi and beyond to Xinjiang. The
Chinese Army has consequently been able to maintain an offensive strategy against
India despite downsizing their army to 9,75,000 — almost 2,50,000 less than the
active-duty strength of the Indian Army. Yet, by moving altitude acclimatised troops
laterally on the highway, Beijing is able to overwhelm Indian defences, numerically at
any point of their choosing. Not any more, after the new maritime strategy is executed.
China’s only Achilles’ heel is its dependence on oil imports and commodity export on
Indian Ocean lanes. However, its naval forces are tied down in the South China Sea by
the overwhelming presence of the US 7th fleet, and soon by Australian nuclear
submarines. This compulsion leaves very few Chinese naval escorts to defend their sea
lanes in the Indian Ocean. In any case, India has immensely favourable geography in
the Indian Ocean, while China is greatly disadvantaged by the constraints of the
Malacca Straits.

On India suffering casualties in the Himalayas, the Indian Navy will swing into action,
after a due diplomatic warning and ultimatum. The Quad’s air search assets will be
leveraged to keep the Indo-Pacific under minute scrutiny, while naval ships will
quarantine China-bound tankers and cargo ships in the Nicobar Islands. With
information dominance in the South China Seas and the Malacca Straits, a
geographically constrained ‘killing zone’ will be set up in the Straits, to any intervening
or reinforcing Chinese naval units. This is where the 400-km kill range of
Visakhapatnam’s BrahMos and its search helicopter will be deployed. China’s
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geographical advantage against the valiant Indian Army in the Himalayas will, at last,
be neutralised by our advantage in the Indian Ocean. The more ships Beijing sends to
intervene, the worse their casualties will be. For the first time, we are utilising a truly
tri-service strategy against an aggressive Chinese hegemon, intent on blocking the rise
of an Asian competitor. With the use of the Car-Nicobar airbase, the Malacca Straits
can become a truly India-dominated battlespace.

The writer, a former Rear Admiral in the Navy, is the author of ‘A Nuclear Strategy
for India’. Views expressed are personal.

Source: First Post; 24 November 2021

DANISH FRIGATE KILLS FOUR PIRATES IN

GULF OF GUINEA
- Adis Ajdin

Danish naval patrol forces onboard the frigate Esbern Snare have killed four pirates
and wounded a fifth in an exchange of fire in the Gulf of Guinea off the coast of Nigeria.
The incident took place on Wednesday, around 30 nautical miles south of Nigeria’s
territorial boundary, when Danish navy special forces, Frogman Corps, intercepted a
vessel carrying eight suspected pirates near a number of commercial ships. The
Frogman Corps fired warning shots but was subsequently shot at, prompting the
Danish soldiers to engage in a shootout, which resulted in the deaths of four pirates
and one injured. The remaining four pirates were taken on board the frigate, and no
Danish personnel were hurt in the incident.

The Esbern Snare was deployed last month to the Gulf of Guinea amid increased
security risks from pirates. The Gulf of Guinea has been one of the world’s hot spots
for piracy and armed robbery over the last decade. However, according to data on the
IMO Global Integrated Shipping Information System (GISIS) these incidents have
significantly fallen in the first three quarters of 2021. “We have always said that the
Gulf of Guinea is the world’s most dangerous water, and the situation of last night
stresses the seriousness of the situation here. There is definitely a need for the
presence of the Danish soldiers, and even though it may sound tough: piracy comes
with a price,” said Anne H. Steffensen, CEO of Danish Shipping, who is currently in
Ghana with the Danish prime minister to visit the deployed soldiers with Esbern
Snare.

Source: splash247.com; 25 November 2021
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MARITIME FORCES

U.S. BEGINS EXERCISE OFF JAPAN WITH
CANADIAN, GERMAN AND AUSTRALIAN
NAVIES

- Dzirhan Mahadzir

KUALA LUMPUR - Australia, Canada, Germany, Japan and the United States are
conducting naval drills in the Philippine Sea off the southern coast of Japan for the
next week. The Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force exercise, known as ANNUALEX
2021, began on Sunday and will continue through Nov. 30. The exercise is a yearly
naval training event led by the JMSDF, with navies from other countries invited to
participate in the event. This year’s iteration marks the first time the German Navy is
taking part in these drills.

The exercise will “include enhanced maritime communication tactics, anti-submarine
warfare operations, air warfare operations, replenishments-at-sea, cross-deck flight
operations and maritime interdiction maneuvers,” U.S. 7th Fleet said in a news
release. The Chief of the German Navy, Vice Adm. Kay-Achim Schonbach, reiterated
in the release his earlier announcement about a regular German Navy deployment to
the Indo-Pacific region. “The German navy will strengthen its commitment to the
region through deeper security and defense cooperation with regional partners,”
Schonbach said in the news release. “Germany would seek to send a frigate every two
years to the Indo-Pacific region with a supply ship.” German frigate FGS Bayern (F217)
is currently on a deployment to the region and participating in the ANNUALEX 2021
exercise. It remains to be seen, however, if the incoming German coalition government
that is about to form will support and commit to a regular German naval deployment
to the Indo-Pacific. The U.S. is participating with aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson
(CVN-70) with embarked Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 2, cruiser USS Lake Champlain
(CG-57), destroyer USS Stockdale (DDG-106), replenishment ships USNS
Rappahannock (T-AO-204) and USNS John Ericsson (T-AO-194) and an unnamed
Los Angeles-class submarine.

“ANNUALEX presents an opportunity to strategically coordinate, collaborate and
further strengthen our network of partnerships and alliances, enabling us to remain a
flexible, adaptable and persistent combined force capable of quickly projecting power,
where and when needed,” Rear Adm. Dan Martin, the commander of Carrier Strike
Group (CSG) 1, said in the release. Canadian frigate HMCS Winnipeg’s (FFH338)
participation in the exercise is its last major engagement for its presence deployment
in the region before the ship sails for home. The Royal Australian Navy is participating
with destroyer HMAS Brisbane (D41) and frigate HMAS Warramunga (FFH152). Prior
to the exercise, Warramunga and Bayern were on separate monitoring and
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surveillance patrols in the East China Sea in support of United Nations sanctions on
North Korea. JMSDF units taking part in the exercise include helicopter destroyer JS
Izumo (DDH-183), destroyers JS Inazuma (DD-105), JS Harusame (DD-102), JS
Onami (DD-111), JS Teruzuki (DD-116), JS Asahi (DD-119), JS Yamagiri (DD-152), JS
Kirishima (DDG-174), JS Chokai (DDG-176) and a JMSDF submarine. “Many naval
forces (United States, Australia, Canada and firstly Germany) will join this JMSDF
exercise. I'm very proud to participate in the exercise as a commander of surface
forces,” Rear Adm. Komuta Shukaku, the commander of Escort Flotilla 1, said in the
7th Fleet release. “We will strengthen the cooperation among those navies through this
high-end tactical exercise.” In other developments, Malaysia and the U.S. began
Maritime Training Activity (MTA) Malaysia 2021 virtually and in the waters and
airspace of the Strait of Malacca on Tuesday. The exercise, according to a separate 7th
Fleet news release, will take place across eight days and emphasize “the full spectrum
of naval capabilities and features cooperative evolutions that highlight the ability of
the U.S. and Malaysia to work together toward the common goal of ensuring a free and
open Indo-Pacific.” The U.S. Navy will participate with Littoral Combat Ship USS
Tulsa (LCS-16) and a P-8A Poseidon aircraft from CTF 72. The Royal Malaysian Navy
is expected to deploy frigate KD Lekiu (FFGH30) and corvette KD Lekir (FSG26) for
the drills. “Our commitment to dedicating resources in exercises is a testament to our
innate belief in the power of sharing responsibility in ensuring regional security,” Rear
Adm. Chris Engdahlb, the commander of Expeditionary Strike Group (ESG) 7, said in
the release. “MTA Malaysia 2021 represents another step forward.” The at-sea portion
of the exercise will feature training for “divisional tactics designed to enhance
communication as ships sail together in complex maneuver,” 7th Fleet said.

“Other focus areas include surface warfare, mobile dive and salvage training,
replenishment-at-sea, a gunnery exercise, and exchanges between Explosive
Ordnance Disposal technicians.” Malaysia and the U.S. will also participate in
exchange engagements for subject matter experts to drill for multiple missions ranging
from diving and salvage to maritime law and law enforcement, according to 7th Fleet.
“The intergovernmental organization personnel from the European Union’s Critical
Maritime Routes Indo-Pacific (EU-CRIMARIO) initiative will provide subject matter
expertise aimed to aid in understanding of the operational environment, and 7th Fleet
desires to continue this approach in future iterations,” 7th Fleet said. MTA Malaysia is
part of the Cooperation Afloat Readiness and Training (CARAT) exercise series. The
U.S. already completed the Indonesia and Brunei phases of the series earlier this
month. MTA Malaysia has resumed with safety mitigation measures after being
cancelled in 2020 due to restrictions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Meanwhile, Russia announced the first-ever Russia-Association of South East Asian
Nations (ASEAN) naval exercise, which will kick off on Dec. 1. The Russian Mission to
ASEAN announced the news on Tuesday in a social media post. Destroyer Admiral
Panteleyev (548) will represent Russia in the exercise, which will continue through
Dec. 3 in Indonesian territorial waters off the coast of North Sumatera. ASEAN nations
have yet to release which of their naval ships will participate. This exercise will make
Russia the third country, after China and the U.S., to hold naval exercises with the
regional body. China conducted exercises with ASEAN in 2018 and 2019, while the
U.S. conducted one in 2019. Additional exercises have not been carried out since 2019
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Source: USNI News; 23 November 2021

MAILAYSIA, U.S. COMMENCE BILATERAL
EXERCISE MTA MAILAYSIA

- Lt.j.g. Mohammad Issa, DESRON 7

STRAIT OF MALACCA - Military personnel from Malaysia and the U.S. kicked off
Maritime Training Activity (MTA) Malaysia 2021 virtually and in the waters and
airspace of the Strait of Malacca, Nov. 23. The eight-day engagement focuses on the
full spectrum of naval capabilities and features cooperative evolutions that highlight
the ability of the U.S. and Malaysia to work together toward the common goal of
ensuring a free and open Indo-Pacific.

“Our commitment to dedicating resources in exercises is a testament to our innate
belief in the power of sharing responsibility in ensuring regional security,” said Rear
Adm. Chris Engdahl, commander, Expeditionary Strike Group (ESG) 7 and Task Force
(CTF) 76. “MTA Malaysia 2021 represents another step forward.” The at-sea phase will
take place in the Strait of Malacca, where U.S. Navy assets will join with ships and
aircraft from the Royal Malaysian Navy for partnered training focused on building
interoperability and strengthening relationships. U.S. Navy ships and aircraft include
Independence-variant littoral combat ship USS Tulsa (LCS 16), and embarked MH-
60S Sea Hawk helicopter of Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron (HSC) 21 and a P-8A
Poseidon aircraft assigned to CTF 72. The exercise will feature complex at-sea training
to demonstrate the bilateral force’s ability to work together through numerous events
including divisional tactics designed to enhance communication as ships sail together
in complex maneuvers. Other focus areas include surface warfare, mobile dive and
salvage training, replenishment-at-sea, a gunnery exercise, and exchanges between
explosive ordnance disposal technicians. “MTA has not only strengthened the bilateral
ties between our nations but also increased mutual understanding and enhanced
interoperability between both navies,” said Vice Adm. Datuk Abu Bakar bin Md Ajis,
commander, Western Fleet, Royal Malaysian Navy. U.S. personnel include staff from
CTF 72, CTF 73, CTF 75, CTF 76, Destroyer Squadron (DESRON) 7, U.S. 7th Fleet
Band and U.S. Embassy Kuala Lumpur. Virtual subject matter expert exchange events
will feature a variety of joint training opportunities, to include dive/salvage training,
aviation and information sharing, force protection, maritime domain awareness, and
maritime law and law enforcement.

The intergovernmental organization personnel from the European Union’s Critical
Maritime Routes Indo-Pacific (EU-CRIMARIO) initiative will provide subject matter
expertise aimed to aid in understanding of the operational environment, and 7th Fleet
desires to continue this approach in future iterations. During the opening ceremony,
Engdahl spoke about the history of U.S.-Malaysia cooperation and emphasized the
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foundation of successful partnerships. “The U.S.-Malaysia partnership is built on over
60 years of rich history with close collaboration between the U.S. and Royal Malaysian
Navy in maritime security and humanitarian assistance/disaster relief,” said Engdahl.
“True partnership and progress require constant work. They require building trust,
courage to listen and learn from each other, and fortitude to stand by one another in
the face of common danger.” This year, MTA Malaysia has resumed with safety
mitigation measures after being cancelled in 2020 due to restrictions caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic. Malaysia has been part of the Cooperation Afloat Readiness and
Training (CARAT) exercise series since it began in 1995. MTA Malaysia 2021 is a
continuation of 27 years of maritime engagements between the U.S. Navy and Royal
Malaysian Navy serving to enhance mutual capabilities in ensuring maritime security
and stability.

As the U.S. Navy’s forward-deployed destroyer squadron in Southeast Asia, DESRON
7 serves as the primary tactical and operational commander of littoral combat ships
rotationally deployed to Singapore, functions as ESG 77’s Sea Combat Commander, and
builds partnerships through training exercises and military-to-military engagements.
Under Commander, U.S. Pacific Fleet, 7th Fleet is the U.S. Navy's largest forward-
deployed numbered fleet, and routinely interacts and operates with 35 maritime
nations in preserving a free and open Indo-Pacific region.

Source: cpf.navy.mil; 23 November 2021

PH, JAPAN REAFFIRM MARITIME
COOPERATION WITH LAUNCHING OF SECOND
97-METER COAST GUARD VESSEL

The Philippine Coast Guard’s second 97-meter multi-role response vessel (MRRV) was
launched at the Mitsubishi Shimonoseki shipyard, where the dry-docked ship was
lowered to the water for the first time since its construction. The ship is the second of
two MRRVs acquired by the Philippine Coast Guard, and will be among its largest
assets to date. In his opening remarks, Secretary Arturo Tugade observed how this
project reflected the strong ties that bind the Philippines and Japan. Secretary Tugade
recognized Japan as the Philippines’ closest development partner, reinforced by
Japan’s continued contribution to the Philippine growth story. He stressed how the
MRRYV would significantly improve the PCG’s response capabilities in maritime search
and rescue, maritime law enforcement, humanitarian assistance and disaster response
operations. “These new vessels represent a significant step forward in our continuing
efforts to modernize the Philippine Coast Guard. Moreover, these vessels, with their
modern equipment and capabilities, will safeguard our country’s maritime resources
and ensure the observance of rule of law in the Philippines’ maritime jurisdiction.”

The procurement of the MRRV is part of Phase 2 of the Maritime Safety Capability
Improvement Project (MSCIP) for the PCG. Its features include a survivors’ room that
will accommodate search and rescue victims, six hospital beds to respond to

11 @National

Maritime
S Foundation


https://www.cpf.navy.mil/News/Article/2852063/malaysia-us-commence-bilateral-exercise-mta-malaysia/

Making Waves
18 November — 02 December 2021

emergencies, and a decompression chamber. The launch of this second vessel
reaffirms the two countries’ robust maritime cooperation, in a key year as both
countries celebrate the 65th anniversary of the normalization of diplomatic relations
and a decade of their Strategic Partnership. The first 97-M MRRV was launched in
July. Both MRRVs are expected to be officially turned over to the Philippine
Government in 2022.

Source: ptvnews.com; 23 November 2021

BANGLADESH, U.S. KICK OFF BILATERAL

CARAT MARITIME EXERCISE

- Ltj.g. Mohammad Issa, DESRON 7

BAY OF BENGAL - Bangladesh Navy (BN) and U.S. military personnel are partnering
in the 27th annual Cooperation Afloat Readiness and Training (CARAT) maritime
exercise, virtually and in the Bay of Bengal, beginning Dec. 1. The nine-day
engagement focuses on a full spectrum of naval capabilities and features cooperative
evolutions that highlight the ability of U.S. and Bangladesh to work together toward
the common goal of ensuring a free and open Indo-Pacific.

“This exercise underscores the excellent partnership between our militaries, and
emphasizes both nations’ pledge for a free and open Indo-Pacific, where all nations
can operate under a common maritime rules based order,” said Rear Adm. Chris
Engdahl, commander, Expeditionary Strike Group (ESG) 7, Commander Task Force
(CTF) 76. The at-sea phase will take place in the Bay of Bengal, where U.S. Navy forces
will join with ships and aircraft from the Bangladesh Navy for partnered training
focused on building interoperability and strengthening relationships. U.S. Navy ships
and aircraft include Independence-variant littoral combat ship USS Tulsa (LCS 16)
and embarked MH-60S Seahawk helicopter of Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron
(HSC) 21.

The exercise will feature complex at-sea training to demonstrate the bilateral force’s
ability to work together through numerous events, including divisional tactics
designed to enhance interoperability as ships sail together in complex maneuvers.
Other focus areas include surface warfare, replenishment-at-sea, search and rescue, a
gunnery exercise, and exchanges between Explosive Ordnance Disposal technicians.
“Objectives of CARAT include enhancing regional cooperation and building
relationships,” said Rear Adm. S M Abdul Kalam Azad, commander, Bangladesh Navy
Fleet. “Bangladesh, and Bangladesh Navy, are honored to take part in these exercises
since 2011. This year, we are hopeful that CARAT 2021 will be a more robust exercise
with both in-person and virtual events.”

U.S. personnel include staff from CTF 72, CTF 75, CTF 76, Destroyer Squadron
(DESRON) 7, U.S. 7th Fleet Band, and U.S. Embassy Dhaka. Virtual subject matter
expert exchange events will feature a variety of joint training opportunities, to include
maritime aviation, maritime domain awareness (MDA), Women, Peace & Security
(WPS) symposium, and EOD and mine countermeasures. The intergovernmental
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organization personnel from the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)
will provide training through their Global Maritime Crime Programme, and the Bali
Process Regional Support Office (BP-RSO) will provide subject matter expertise on
combatting people smuggling and human trafficking by sea. “Each event perfectly
reflects the excellent collaboration between our navies, and emphasizes our
partnership to promote regional security,” said Engdahl. “When we combine
knowledge, skill and understanding of goals, cultures and ideals it truly makes us a
more capable force. It also allows us to more easily combine forces outside of
scheduled training during unplanned real-world events.”

The CARAT exercise series, celebrating its 27th anniversary, is designed to address
shared maritime security concerns and strengthens partnerships between regional
navies. With nearly a half century of diplomatic relations between the U.S. and
Bangladesh, the two countries continue to work closely together to advance a shared
vision of a free, open, inclusive, peaceful, and secure Indo-Pacific. CARAT Bangladesh
2021 underscores this shared commitment.

As the U.S. Navy’s forward-deployed destroyer squadron in Southeast Asia, DESRON
7 serves as the primary tactical and operational commander of littoral combat ships
rotationally deployed to Singapore, functions as ESG 77’s Sea Combat Commander, and
builds partnerships through training exercises and military-to-military engagements.
Under Commander, U.S. Pacific Fleet, 7th Fleet is the U.S. Navy's largest forward-
deployed numbered fleet, and routinely interacts and operates with 35 maritime
nations in preserving a free and open Indo-Pacific region.

Source: cpf.navy.mil; 01 December 2021

NAVY: MAINTENANCE OF SEIZED VESSELS
AFFECTING OUR FINANCES

- Udora Orizu

The Nigerian Navy has stated that maintenance of seized vessels is affecting its
finances due to huge amounts of funds being expended on their maintenance and
operations to keep them in good shape.

The Chief of Operations, Nigerian Navy, Rear Admiral A.O Adaji, who made the
disclosure while addressing members of the House of Representatives Adhoc
Committee investigating the status of recovered movable and immovable assets during
a visit to the Navy in Abuja yesterday, lamented that court processes are delaying the
disposal of seized vessels in their custody. He, therefore, called on the lawmakers to
provide legislation for the establishment of an Admiralty or Maritime Court to deal
exclusively with maritime cases for speedy dispensation of justice. Adaji commended
the lawmakers for enacting the anti-piracy law, which according to him, has helped to
a couple of ‘bad guys’ in jail. He said: “The procedure adopted is that once there is any
suspicion of commission of crime or illegal activities, the vessels are arrested by patrol
units and then a preliminary investigation is carried out. As soon as a case is
established, the vessel is handed over to the appropriate prosecution agency.”
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A lot of times, it’s the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC), but we
also have dealings with NIMASA, NSCDC and the police. “The main challenge is that
when these arrests are made, more often than not, we hand over to the EFCC. The
EFCC doesn’t have a holding bay for vessels, and in some instances, they also refused
to take the crew, because to secure what I call a day in court takes time. So, they too
are shying away from the responsibility of feeding those who are involved in criminal
activities. Of course the vessels, it’s understood, they cannot keep. “But we are hoping
that we will grow to that level where when we arrest a vessel, a Maritime Court or an
Admiralty Court could ask the vessel for a bond, such that all these shenanigans in
terms of holding the vessel and all that do not even arise. We take a bond and whenever
the crew or the vessel is required in court, it will be made available. So, it is a lingering
problem, but we are hoping that a time will come when Nigeria will have something
like an Admiralty Court or a Maritime Court that is solely dedicated to maritime
offences.”

Earlier, the Chairman of the Ad hoc Committee, Hon. Adejero Adeogun, said they
visited the Navy because the committee was set up by the House in response to public
clamour to understand the state of recovered loots, especially proceeds of crimes in
Nigeria, adding that the committee has been working in the past six to seven months.
According to him, “We’ve visited at least two naval formations in Lagos within the
Western Naval Command and MMS Pathfinder in Port Harcourt, where we inspected
vessels that were seized. In the course of all these inspections and all that, we found
out that there are few things that we need to interact with the leadership of the Navy,
so that we can understand each other so that we might be able to actually help this
country better. “The first has to do with the case of our investigations, two things came
to mind. Firstly, we realised that recovered loots were supposedly used for investment.
We want to be sure that these things were actually utilised so that there will be funds
that were supposedly being borrowed, and persistently for the navy, we are actually
done. Is the navy to receive the equipment? Were there facilities provided so that if
borrowing funds that are supposed to be borrowed are utilised?”

Responding to the request for the establishment of the Admiralty or Maritime Court,
a member of the committee, Hon. Ali Wudil, said the House will consider the request.

Source: thisdaylive.com; 24 November 2021

NEW FREEDOM CLASS LITTORAL COMBAT
SHIPS, NOW FIXED, EYE IRAN DEPLOYMENT

- Craig Hooper

Stakeholders in the Freedom Class Littoral Combat Ship community have ample
reason to be thankful this holiday season. On November 15, the U.S. Navy, after going
21 months without accepting a single new Freedom Class Littoral Combat Ship, lifted
the programmatic pause and began accepting new Freedom Class vessels into service,
starting with the future USS Minneapolis-Saint Paul (LCS 21). In January 2021, a
string of ship failures led the U.S. Navy to publicly announce a halt of all future
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Freedom Class deliveries to trouble-shoot, test and repair a long-suspected class-wide
defect deep within the ship’s complex propulsion system. The repair first had to pass
land-based tests, followed by a battery of on-the-water tests aboard the nearly-
complete Minneapolis-Saint Paul. Given that the defect compromised the entire 16-
ship Freedom Class, the moment Freedom Class stakeholders declared the problem—
an issue with high-speed clutch bearings—solved, the Navy’s relief was palpable.

Though the clutch bearing repair has yet to face the rigors of normal, day-to-day naval
service, the Navy moved quickly to project programmatic confidence. The Chief of
Naval Operations, Admiral Mike Gilday, joined a swarm of other naval dignitaries to
announce that the fix was in, cheering their collective efforts to hold Lockheed Martin,
the Freedom Class prime contractor, accountable. Then, five days after the Navy
accepted Minneapolis-Saint Paul (LCS 21), the Navy extended the public relations
push, breaking champagne over the bow of the future USS Marinette (LCS 25)—even
though the ship had been launched months earlier. With the next Pentagon budget
already under construction—and the Freedom Class’ survival on the line—the winter
will be full of well-publicized Freedom Class “milestones.” Near the Marinette Marine
Shipyard, nearly-completed Freedom Class ships are stacked up at a pier, awaiting
repairs and delivery. Soon, the Minneapolis-Saint Paul will be commissioned into the
Navy. Then, if timelines hold, the future USS Cooperstown (LCS 23) will be delivered
in January, while the future USS Minneapolis-Saint Paul, likely carrying a brace of
journalists, will race encroaching Great Lakes ice to get to the Freedom Class
superbase in Mayport, Florida by early 2022. But soon, after all the ceremonial fun,
the Freedom Class will finally face an operational test. After more than 13 years of
service, it is high time for at least one of the 16-ship Freedom Class fleet to perform in
a priority theatre. Given that top Navy leaders publicly claim the Freedom Class
Littoral Combat Ship is truly fixed and ready for action, then the Navy needs to go use
it—or risk losing it.

The Persian Gulf Awaits LCS 21

The Persian Gulf has always been an appropriate place for the Freedom Class Littoral
Combat Ship. Distances are short, fuel is plentiful, and high-quality maintenance
yards are nearby. The current Gulf threat is primarily a surface one. Outside of mines
that Iran is currently not using, there is little in the way of undersea hazards, and
friendly air cover blankets the region. It is a perfect “real-life” proving ground. With
the establishment of Task Force 59, the Gulf is now a testing “hotbed” for high-tech
un-crewed systems—a primary Littoral Combat Ship enabler. And, finally, given that
Saudi Arabia is purchasing four Freedom Class variants, the faster a Freedom Class
platform starts working in the region, the better. Some stick-in-the-mud desk skippers
may protest that the Minneapolis Saint-Paul isn’t ready. But Navy leadership says it
is. In a statement, the Navy declared that the future USS Minneapolis Saint-Paul has
“100 percent of propulsion power available for unrestricted use” and is ready for
“unrestricted operations.” Acting Navy Chief Acquisition Executive Jay Stefany said
last week, “the data show that ship is ready to go.” Even Admiral Gilday trumpeted
that “we stopped delivery of these ships until we get this right.”

The Minneapolis Saint-Paul had better be ready. While stuck in the Great Lakes, the
crew has spent more than a year on shore duty, hopefully in training, and, by
September 2022, after a $25 million dollar post shakedown availability refit is
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completed at BAE Systems Jacksonville Ship Repair LLC, there is absolutely no reason
why the future USS Minneapolis Saint-Paul should forgo a capstone post-refit
deployment to the Middle East.

A snap deployment of a new ship to the Persian Gulf is not a stretch. In fact, the U.S.
Coast Guard has already paved the way. In April 2021, America’s maritime law
enforcement agency sent two 350-ton Sentinel Class Fast Response Cutters to the
Persian Gulf. The two ships had only been commissioned for a few months before
getting sent out to their new permanent duty station in Bahrain. The 3,500 ton
Freedom Class might be bigger and more complex than the Coast Guard’s Fast
Response Cutters, but the Minneapolis Saint-Paul crew has been aboard the ship for
months now, learning the ship. The fleet has a dedicated base in Mayport, Florida, and
the Fifth Fleet has plenty of support resources available in the Gulf. Unless the Navy
has been lazy, pre-planning for a Freedom Class deployment should already be well
underway. Freedom Class ships have been commissioned components of the U.S.
Navy’s for over thirteen years, so a deployment of what will be the 11th commissioned
Freedom Class Littoral Combat Ship is overdue. At this point, with all the high-level
attention, it should be a simple thing for the Navy to pull off. If not, then the U.S. Navy
has bigger problems.

Trust But Verify

The Navy has a lot riding on the fidelity of the Freedom Class “fix.” After losing a big-
deck amphibious vessel and a submarine to avoidable incidents, Navy leaders needed
a quick win before the Pentagon finalizes the Navy’s next budget. There are personnel
reasons as well. Aside from helping Admiral Gilday keep his job, the fix helps other
high-profile naval stakeholders. Rear Admiral Casey Moton, after almost three
thankless years of leading the Program Executive Office for Unmanned and Small
Combatants, is anticipating his next job, so getting the Freedom Class “combining gear
fix” right, right now, gives the Admiral far more options in either the Admiralty or the
private sector. But the repairs are more than just a timely career boost for key people.
The process pioneered a developmental approach Congress wants the U.S. Navy to
apply during the development of future un-crewed vessels. A successful demonstration
of robust land-based testing, followed by on-vessel demonstrations is exactly what the
Department of Defense wants as it presses Congress for more unmanned craft in the
next budget cycle.

Hopefully the Navy has found a viable solution. But, in years past, when high-stakes
technical problems emerged on critical platforms, the Navy has declared victory too
soon. Far too often the “fix” is a mere test of a loose engineering hypothesis, holding
together just long enough for the public to lose interest and all involved in the program
to move upwards and onwards. That is why the Navy must send the USS Minneapolis-
Saint Paul forward in a hurry, demonstrating that the fix is real and not just re-
distributing risk to some other unfortunate and soon-to-break component of the over-
engineered Freedom Class propulsion plant. While U.S. Navy leadership is outwardly
confident, there are still reasons to worry. The Navy took more than two weeks to
respond to this reporter’s initial inquiry into the status of the repair, suggesting things
aren’t quite as cut-and-dried as the current PR push indicates. And then, the Navy,
blaming ongoing negotiations with the Lockheed Martin team, refuses to reveal the
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cost of the fix. The reticence suggests the fix isn’t cheap and may compromise what
little remains of the Freedom Class business case.

So, instead, let’s hope for the best. It is time for the first repaired Freedom Class ship
face a true test of a Middle East deployment—and expect the Secretary of Defense to
claim more than a few scalps if the fixed ship actually isn’t.

Source: forbes.com; 27 November 2021

INS VELA, FOURTH SCORPENE-CLASS
SUBMARINE, COMMISSIONED INTO INDIAN
NAVY

- Manjeet Negi

NS Vela, the fourth submarine in the series of six submarines of Project-75, was
commissioned into the Indian Navy on November 25 in the presence of Admiral
Karambir Singh, Chief of the Naval Staff. The formal commissioning ceremony took
place at the Naval Dockyard in Mumbai. INS Vela would form part of the Western
Naval Command’s Submarine fleet and would be another potent part of its arsenal.
The new Vela carries forward the legacy of her namesake, the erstwhile INS Vela which
was commissioned on 31 Aug 1973 as the lead boat of Vela class submarines. Member
of Parliament Arvind Sawant, Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Western Naval
Command Vice Admiral R Hari Kumar, Chairman and Managing Director, Mazagon
Dock Shipbuilders Limited, Vice Admiral Narayan Prasad (Retd) and other senior civil
and military officials of the Ministry of Defence were present during the
commissioning ceremony of INS Vela. The crew of the erstwhile ‘Vela’, a Russian-
origin Foxtrot Class Submarine, which was decommissioned in 2009, was also
present.

ABOUT SCORPENE-CLASS SUBMARINE

The Scorpene submarines are extremely potent platforms. They have advanced stealth
features and are also equipped with both long-range guided torpedoes as well as anti-
ship missiles. These submarines have a state of the art SONAR and sensor suite
permitting outstanding operational capabilities. They also have an advanced
Permanent Magnetic Synchronous motor (PERMASYN) as their propulsion motor.
Vela has taken the ‘Make in India' spirit a notch higher with indigenised battery cells,
which power a very silent, permanently magnetised propulsion motor. The
construction of the submarine under the supervision of an in-house design overseeing
team of MDL, naval engineers from Submarine Design Group (SDG), Submarine
Overseeing Team (SOT) and the training crew by Indian Training Team (ITT) is a
major milestone towards ‘AatmaNirbhar Bharat’

Upgrading its submarine operations and the naval fleet has been the top priority for
the Indian Navy in wake of the increased presence of Chinese vessels in the Indian
Ocean Region.
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NEW INS VELA CARRIES FORWARD THE LEGACY

The old Vela was in service for 37 years and was the longest operational submarine at
the time of decommissioning on 25 Jan 2010. Apart from being a training ground for
many submariners, she had several noteworthy operational achievements during her
long and illustrious career. The Vela, in its new avatar, is capable of undertaking
offensive operations spanning across the entire spectrum of maritime warfare. "Once
dived, she is truly poised for the kill with very impressive stealth and strength. Vela is
fitted with advanced weapons and sensors. All of these are integrated into the
Submarine Tactical Integrated Combat System known as SUBTICS," the navy said.
Once a target is classified, the submarine may choose to engage it using either her sea-
skimming missiles. The submarine’s motto “VIGILANT, VALIANT, VICTORIOUS”
epitomizes the submarine’s spirit for achieving the tasks at hand. The motto inspires
the crew to always prepare to face and surmount all challenges the submarine faces,
and emerge triumphant every time.

Source: India Today; 25 November 2021
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SHIPPING, PORTS AND
OGEAN ECONOMY

CHINA BLOCKS ACCESS TO MARITIME

SHIPPING DATA: MEDIA REPORT

BEIJING (BLOOMBERG) - China is preventing public access to shipping location
signals because of national security concerns, the Financial Times reported, as Beijing
seeks greater control over the country's economic data. The number of Automatic
Identification System (AIS) signals coming from ships in Chinese waters dropped from
more than 15 million per day in October to about one million per day in early
November, the paper reported on Wednesday (Nov 24), without citing where it got the
information.

The data could not immediately be verified by Bloomberg News.

That steep decline comes after a Nov 1 report in Chinese state media about AIS stations
in coastal Guangdong province that warned "the intelligence extracted from this data
endangers China's economic security and the harm cannot be ignored". China's
decision to curtail the flow of information out of its ports coincided with the Personal
Information Protection Law, which took effect on Nov 1. That legislation is meant to
regulate the flow of Chinese data overseas and ensure the gathering of such data is
minimised, according to state-run media.

Shipping companies have already reported a diminished ability to accurately track
activity in Chinese ports without the data, Ms Charlotte Cook, head trade analyst at
VesselsValue, told the newspaper. AIS signals previously allowed companies and
governments to assess activity levels in Chinese ports, which have been congested by
supply chain snarls and Covid-19 pandemic controls in recent months. Earlier this
month, China punished an unnamed non-governmental organisation (NGO) for
collecting sensitive maritime data and sharing it abroad. The NGO set up coastal
monitoring stations near military sites to track offshore debris, threatening China's
national security, the Communist Party's highest law enforcement body, the Central
Political and Legal Affairs Commission, said on its website.

Source: The Straits Times; 24 November 2021
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IMO APPOINTS SPECIAL ADVISOR ON
MARITIME SECURITY

The IMO Secretary-General has appointed Mr. Peter Adams, Head, Maritime Security,
Maritime Safety Division, as “Special Advisor to the Secretary-General on Maritime
Security”. IMO has within its mandate to make trade and travel by sea as safe and
secure as possible. Maritime security is at the core of the work of the Organization,
whose mission entails the management and mitigation of any threats with the
potential to compromise maritime security through the development of suitable
regulations and guidance, as established by the IMO’s International Convention for
the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) 1974 and by other important instruments, including
the Facilitation Convention and the SUA treaties.

Cyber security attacks, piracy and armed robbery against ships, unlawful acts,
stowaways, drug smuggling and other illicit maritime activities are all threats to the
maritime sector which need to be addressed. IMO is working to support Member
States to combat these, through capacity building activities, especially in the Western
Indian Ocean, the Gulf of Aden and the Gulf of Guinea. IMO also works alongside other
UN entities to support counter terrorism activities. These are all topics of fundamental
importance to the work conducted by IMO and of utmost relevance for the
international maritime community. The appointment of the special advisor will
support the provision of assistance and advice at the highest levels in IMO on maritime
security matters and facilitate external engagement to support IMO efforts in this
regard.

Peter Adams

Peter Adams is a former Royal Navy officer, Admiralty Pilot, and commercial harbour
pilot. He has extensive operational and command experience, including enforcing UN
sanctions in the former Yugoslavia; counter narcotics operations in the Caribbean;
anti-piracy operations off the Horn of Africa; and suppressing maritime criminality in
Hong Kong, China.

Source: IMO in Hellenic Shipping News; 24 November 2021
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MARINE ENVIRONMENT

SAFEGUARDS ENDORSED FOR TAPPING BLUE
ECONOMY IN BAY

Parliament passed Sunday an updated law with tough provisions of penalties for sea
pollution, robberies and foreign trespasses as safeguards to ensure ocean governance
and exploiting Bangladesh's potential blue economy. The Territorial Waters and
Maritime Zones (amendment) Act 2021 is also meant for securing the nation's
sovereignty over its maritime territory, inclusive of its contiguous zones, and assets.
Also, the act raised penalties and imprisonment period for ocean polluting.

The updated law proposes maximum three years' imprisonment or monetary fines of
minimum Tk 20 million and maximum Tk 50 million for marine pollution. It was one-
year imprisonment and Tk 5,000 fines in the old law. There are many thieveries taking
place on the vessels at a time when they stay at outer anchorage or in Chittagong port
areas. The law illustrates elaborately definitions relating to theft, piracy, armed
robbery and maritime terrorism along with adequate rules and regulations to combat
the offences. A maritime tribunal has been proposed in the act, allowing video, photo
and electronic records as evidences in trial. The contiguous zone, an area of sea
contiguous to and extending seaward of the territorial sea, has now been widened to
24 nautical miles instead of 18 nautical miles. A country may exercise the control
necessary to prevent and punish infringements on its customs, fiscal, immigration,
and sanitary laws within its territory or territorial sea. The new law also incorporates
provisions of punishment for offences in exclusive economic zone, continental shelf
and contiguous zone.

It also aims to prevent illegal trespass on the Bangladesh sea territory through
submarine or foreign ships. Both criminal and civil jurisdictions have been included
in the act. Foreign Minister Dr A K Abdul Momen moved the bill at the House, which
was unanimously passed by voice vote with Speaker Dr Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury in
the chair. The minister said the proposed law will replace the territorial waters and
maritime zones act 1974. A total of 35 new sections are incorporated into the fresh
draft, including the provision of criminal jurisdiction and civil jurisdiction in case of
entry of foreign vessels and submarines into the Bangladesh maritime boundary.

Economic Zone is replaced by Exclusive Economic Zone in the fresh draft in line with
the definition of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS-1982)
to establish absolute sovereignty over the marine boundary and its assets. Under the
UNCLOS-1982, all coastal countries are granted sovereign right to stretch of sea up to
200 nautical miles beyond their coast, which is known as exclusive economic zone.
Earlier, the new bill was approved at a regular cabinet meeting held with Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina in the chair although the first draft act was approved on
November 20, 2019.

Source: The Financial Express; 29 November 2021
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SINGAPORE TARGETS 2 MLN TONNES OF
CARBON CAPTURE BY 2030

SINGAPORE, Nov 23 (Reuters) - Singapore is aiming to realise at least 2 million
tonnes of carbon capture potential by 2030 as part of a broader effort to make its
Jurong Island oil refinery hub more sustainable, its Economic Development Board
said on Tuesday. Many industries are looking at the process of capturing carbon
dioxide emissions through storage or for reuse, as a way to reach green goals. But the
process is still in development. Singapore is aiming to create a testbed for the
technology on Jurong Island, where the likes of Royal Dutch Shell and Exxon Mobil
own petrochemical plants.

Both Shell and Exxon have flagged their interest in building carbon capture and
storage facilities in Southeast Asia. Singapore's EDB also set a 2030 target for the
energy and chemicals sector to increase the output of sustainable products by 1.5 times
from 2019 levels. By 2050, Singapore is aiming to increase the output by four times
from 2019 levels. Governments and companies are accelerating the hunt for ways to
cut emissions and curb global warming by mid-century, by shifting away from fossil
fuels and rapidly ramping up investment in renewables. Shell said on Tuesday it plans
to build a pyrolysis oil upgrader to turn plastic waste into chemical feedstock at its
petrochemical complex in Singapore, part of its shift from oil and gas to renewables
and low-carbon energy.

Source: Reuters; 23 November 2021
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GEOPOLITICS

CHINA PUSHES FOR NUCLEAR WEAPON-FREE
SOUTHEAST ASIA

- Anadolu and Philippine News Agency

China on Monday said it is ready to work with the members of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) towards a nuclear weapon-free region besides
ensuring stability in the disputed South China Sea.“China supports Asean’s efforts to
build a nuclear weapon-free zone, and is prepared to sign the Protocol to the Treaty on
the Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone as early as possible,” President Xi
Jinping told the China-Asia summit marking 30 years of the relations between two
sides. Beijing’s demand for a nuclear-free Southeast Asia comes as the US and UK
empower their ally Australia with nuclear-armed submarines under a deal called
AUKUS signed in September. Xi also announced the establishment of China-Asean
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership during his speech for “a new milestone” in the
history of their relations.

“Maintaining peace is our greatest common interest and the most cherished aspiration
of people of all countries,” he said, urging taking a course of “dialogue instead of
confrontation.” Reiterating Beijing’s long-held focus on “practicing true
multilateralism,” Xi said: “China firmly opposes hegemonic and power politics. China
pursues long-term, friendly coexistence with neighboring countries, and is part of the
common efforts for durable peace in the region. China will never seek hegemony, still
less bully smaller countries.” While Xi announced to jointly work with the Asean to
build a “health shield” for the region, he urged the 10-member grouping to “pursue
common, comprehensive, cooperative, and sustainable security.” He also called for
deepening cooperation in various areas such as defense, counter-terrorism, joint
maritime search, countering transnational crime, rescue and exercise, and disaster
management.

“Joint efforts are needed to safeguard stability in the South China Sea and make it a
sea of peace, friendship, and cooperation,” he said. China will donate an additional 150
million doses of Covid-19 vaccines to ASEAN countries, Xi said, while Beijing will
contribute an additional USD5 million to the Covid-19 Asean Response Fund, step up
vaccine joint production and technology transfer, and collaborate on research and
development of essential medicines. The bilateral trade between China and Asean has
skyrocketed by 85 times to USD684.6 billion in 2020 from less than USDS8 billion in
1991, making the two sides each other’s largest trading partners.

Source: Philippine Canadian Enquirer; 23 November 2021
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CHINA REDUCES TIES WITH LITHUANIA IN
TAIWAN SPAT

- Associated Press

BEIJING — China reduced the level of its diplomatic relations with Lithuania to below
ambassador level Sunday in retaliation for the Baltic nation allowing Taiwan, the
island democracy claimed by Beijing as part of its territory, to open a representative
office. China earlier expelled the Lithuanian ambassador, reflecting its intense
sensitivity over the status of Taiwan, which Beijing says has no right to conduct foreign
affairs. China also withdrew its own ambassador from Lithuania. The Foreign Ministry
said relations would be downgraded to the level of charge d’affaires, an embassy’s No.
2 official. Lithuania’s move reflects growing interest among governments in expanding
ties with Taiwan, a major trader and center for high-tech industry, at a time when
Beijing has irritated its neighbors and Western governments with an increasingly
assertive foreign and military policy. Taiwan and the mainland have been ruled
separately since 1949 following a civil war. The Foreign Ministry accused Lithuania of
“undermining Chinese sovereignty and territorial integrity.” It called on the
Lithuanian government to “correct the mistakes immediately.”

Beijing refuses to have official relations with governments that recognize Taiwan as a
sovereign country. It has persuaded all but 15 countries, most of them small and poor
in Africa and Latin America, to switch recognition to the mainland. Many
governments, including the United States and Japan, have official diplomatic ties with
Beijing while maintaining extensive commercial ties with Taiwan. Many maintain
relations with the island’s democratically elected government through trade offices
that serve as informal embassies. Lithuania broke with diplomatic custom by agreeing
that the Taiwanese office in Vilnius would bear the name Taiwan instead of Chinese
Taipei, a term used by other countries to avoid offending Beijing. Lithuania said earlier
it plans to open its own representative office in Taiwan.

Source: voanews.com; 21 November 2021

MULTILATERAL AND INCLUSIVE
COOPERATION FOR A RULES-BASED INDO-
PACIFIC

- Victor Andres C. Manhit

The inherent multipolarity of the Indo-Pacific has led to the emergence of complex
security challenges that continue to underscore the significance of multilateral and
inclusive cooperation among states. Shaped by existing security threats such as gray
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zone operations, maritime terrorism, and environmental degradation, there is a need
for states in the region to have a deeper understanding of the current geopolitical
environment in order to collectively advance effective policies and initiatives. During
our latest virtual town hall discussion, organized in partnership with the German
Embassy in Manila, these risks were echoed by experts and scholars who also shared
and discussed their insights on key areas including maritime security, international
law, multilateralism, and security policy. Prof. Riidiger Wolfrum, a renowned
international jurist and a former judge at the International Tribunal for the Law of the
Sea, emphasized the disadvantages of acting unilaterally and discussed the importance
of multilateralism in dealing with maritime security issues. He also discussed the
significance of international law and the United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea (UNCLOS) in the context of the current situation in the West Philippine Sea. On
the other hand, security experts Dr. Renato De Castro and Dr. Chester Cabalza
discussed the importance of the 2016 arbitral ruling, the current challenges being
faced by the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), and the need to hasten
the modernization program of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP). They also
discussed the convergence of strategies and interests of both the European Union and
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD) in the Indo-Pacific.

At Stratbase ADR Institute, we firmly believe that the future of the Indo-Pacific lies in
multilateral and inclusive cooperation among like-minded states including the United
States, Australia, India, and Japan, as well as members of the European Union such as
Germany. Instead of politicizing the efforts of the international community to promote
peace and stability in the region, the development of various Indo-Pacific strategies
must be seen as opportunities to create additional channels and platforms for
cooperation. In the West Philippine Sea, China’s aggressive expansionism continue to
endanger our country’s national security and territorial integrity. For instance, the
most recent incident in Ayungin Shoal of the Kalayaan Island Group was a direct
violation of Philippine maritime laws and jurisdiction. According to the Western
Command in Palawan, three Chinese Coast Guard vessels blocked and water cannoned
two Philippine supply boats on Nov. 16, 2021. Though no injuries were reported in the
incident, our boats had to abort their supply mission.

We have seen how China has been testing its Southeast Asian neighbors with sporadic
acts of intimidation and sustained building of facilities capable of launching military
strikes. We have seen how China has sent swarms of their fleets and pillaged our
exclusive maritime resources in a systematic cycle of raids and intimidation to
strengthen their expansionist claims. Through acts of aggression like this, China has
continued to undermine the country’s sovereignty and threaten the livelihoods of
Filipino fishermen. Moreover, it also exhibits China’s refusal to recognize the 2016
arbitral victory and the importance of maintaining a rules-based international order.

In the face of such emerging security challenges, unilateralism will not be an effective
solution as it would aggravate and exacerbate the already worsening situation. Instead,
the answer lies in the fostering of inclusive and multilateral cooperation. The
Philippines must be firm in its commitment to safeguarding its territory by building a
stronger and more responsive foreign and security policy. It must leverage and
strategize, through existing multilateral alliances and partnerships, a regional
mechanism to defend its territorial integrity and contribute to the international effort
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of promoting a Free and Open Indo-Pacific. Advancing strategic partnerships is
relevant to uphold and protect international laws, treaties, and policies in the
preservation of a rules-based maritime order. Upholding the UNCLOS and the 2016
arbitral victory are significant steps toward maintaining this order. A vast network of
alliances and the effective implementation and integration of regional policies can also
effectively manage dynamic power shifts and various security challenges in the region.
It is through these policies that illegal and hostile acts in the West Philippine Sea can
be addressed in accordance with the democratic principles that govern the Indo-
Pacific region. The upcoming 2022 national election is an opportunity to elect
competent leaders who will remain committed to protecting the country’s national
security and sovereign rights. It also a chance to move away from the current
administration’s appeasement policy, which encouraged and emboldened China to
pursue its expansionist agenda in the West Philippine Sea. As new and complex
security concerns continue to evolve, so does the need for policies and strategies to
converge and for states to cooperate to deter any aggressive actions in the region and
advance a more peaceful, prosperous, and rules-based Indo-Pacific.

Victor Andres “Dindo” C. Manhit is the president of the Stratbase ADR Institute.

Source: Business World; 23 November 2021
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