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MARITIME SEGURITY

EU RENEWS ITS COMMITMENT TO ANTI-
PIRACY PATROLS IN GULF OF GUINEA

The European Union (EU) intends to carry on with the deployment of its member
states' warships in the Gulf of Guinea to stem the recurring menace of piracy. After a
review of the Coordinated Maritime Presences (CMP) pilot program in which member
states have been deploying warships to the region over the last two years, the EUfeels
it needs to maintain its presence, considering the ongling threat of piracy and other
illegal activities in the Gulf of Guinea.

The bloc is proposing a two-year extension of the CMP mandates starting January this
year and has outlined deployments of Danish, French, Italian, Portuguese and Spanish
warships into the region. Denmark will patrol West Africa's waters for four months,
Spain for seven and a half months, France for eleven months, Italy for eight months
and Portugal for three and a half months. The deployment will ensure a continuous
EU presence in the Gulf of Guinea with at least one ship in the area. “The Gulf of
Guinea continues to be particularly dangerous for seafarers. None of the coastal
navies, with the partial exception of Nigeria, can operate the required high-sea patrol
boats to respond to attacks,” said an EU External Action Service memo addressed to
the Political and Security Committee of the EU. It added that for West Africa's coastal
navies, responding to the threats on the high seas is not always a possibility or a
priority.

The Gulf of Guinea experienced a nearly 50 percent increase in kidnapping for ransom
between 2018 and 2019, and around 10 percent increase between 2019 and 2020.
Although the region accounts for just over 95 percent of all kidnappings for ransom at
sea, the number of incidents in piracy and armed robbery remained consistently lower
in 2021 than in 2019 or 2020. “This result could be assessed as a consequence, on the
one hand, of the efforts made by regional navies and security agencies and, on the
other hand, the increased and permanent presence of international assets in the area,”
noted the memo. The EU launched the CMP in 2019 and commenced its
implementation a year later, responding to urgent pleas from European shipping
interests. Last year, five member states deployed naval ships in the region, granting
the continuous presence of at least one ship throughout the year. The bloc believes that
the pilot program has proven that the CMP concept can be an effective and useful
instrument to contribute to maritime security in the Gulf of Guinea. This year, the EU
believes that the risks of pirate activity remains high, mainly in the coastal waters of
Togo and Gabon, with Nigeria as the center of gravity. “Possible attacks might focus
on targets closer to the Niger Delta, changing the modus operandi in light of increased
naval presence,” states the memo. Pirates might start operating closer to their place of
origin, enabling them to flee if being intercepted.
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Source: The Maritime Executive; 22 January 2022

GREECE REJECTS REDRAWING MARITIME

BOUNDARY IN AEGEAN SEA
- Anadolu Agency

Greek officials rejected claims made by a former senior official, who noted that the
country could backtrack on its plans to expand the maritime boundary claims in the
Aegean Sea to 12 nautical miles, reports said Monday. Following recent remarks by
Christos Rozakis, a former alternate foreign minister and seasoned expert in
international law at the University of Athens, Athens could negotiate its claims with
neighboring Turkey, which rejects the idea of 12 miles of territorial waters in favor of
the current 6. Greek diplomatic sources who spoke to the daily ToVima on Sunday
reiterated Greece's determination to extend its territorial waters in the Aegean Sea.

Rozakis had recently spoken to state broadcaster ERT, arguing that Athens could
discuss the issue of territorial waters with Ankara. Asserting that the scope of the
territorial waters was subject to dialogue, he proposed that it would be reasonable for
Greece to consider the possibility of negotiating an extension of territorial waters to 8
nautical miles or 10 nautical miles. In August 2021, Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos
Mitsotakis said the government was planning to submit a bill to double its territorial
waters in the Aegean Sea. He added that Greece could also extend territorial waters in
other maritime areas in the future. In the mid-1990s, Greece had attempted to extend
its territorial waters in the Aegean Sea to 12 nautical miles but scuttled the plan after
Turkey declared that such a move would be a casus belli, or cause for war. Turkey,
which has the longest continental coastline in the Eastern Mediterranean, has rejected
the maritime boundary claims of Greece and the Greek Cypriot administration,
stressing that the excessive claims violate the sovereign rights of both Turkey and the
Turkish Cypriots. Turkish leaders have repeatedly stressed that Ankara is in favor of
resolving all outstanding problems in the region, including maritime disputes, through
international law, good neighborly relations, dialogue and negotiations.

Source: Daily Sabah; 18 January 2022
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U.S. INDO-PACIFIC COMMAND JOINT FORCE
CoNDUCTS DUAL CARRIER OPERATIONS IN

SOUTH CHINA SEA

- USS Carl Vinson

SOUTH CHINA SEA — Carl Vinson and Abraham Lincoln Carrier Strike Groups began
dual carrier operations in the South China Sea, Jan. 23, 2022. The U.S. Navy Carrier
Strike Groups, led by their flagships USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70) of Carrier Strike Group
(CSG) 1 and USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72) of Carrier Strike Group (CSG) 3, will
engage in joint operations to include enhanced maritime communication operations,
anti-submarine warfare operations, air warfare operations, replenishments-at-sea,
cross-deck flight operations and maritime interdiction operations to strengthen
maritime integrated-at-sea operations and combat readiness. The training will be
conducted in accordance with international law in international waters.

“Our ability to rapidly aggregate and work collectively alongside CSG 3, highlights the
U.S. Navy’s ability to deliver overwhelming maritime force, when called upon, to
support a free and open Indo-Pacific region,” said Rear Adm. Dan Martin,
commander, CSG 1. “We are committed to ensuring the lawful use of the sea and free
flow of commerce while deterring those who challenge the shared vision of a free and
open Indo-Pacific now and into the long-term future.” The ships and aircraft of the
two carrier strike groups, with over 14,000 Sailors and Marines, will conduct
coordinated surface and air operations in a complex maritime environment to
demonstrate the U.S. Indo-Pacific Command Joint Force’s ability to deliver a powerful
maritime force.

"Training with Carrier Strike Group 1 in the South China Sea is a tremendously
valuable opportunity," said Rear Adm. J.T. Anderson, commander, Carrier Strike
Group (CSG) 3. "Operations like these allow us to improve our combat credible
capability, reassure our allies and partners, and demonstrate our resolve as a Navy to
ensure regional stability and counter malign influence."

Coordinated maritime engagements and operations in the South China Sea are part of
the U.S. Navy’s routine presence in the Indo-Pacific. Since arriving in the U.S. 7th Fleet
region in early September, CSG 1 units have participated in multiple operations and
exercises notably: MALABAR 2021; MPX 2021; and several multi-carrier, multi-
nation operations, including multiple allied carrier strike group operations in the
Philippine Sea led by flagships USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 76) and USS Carl Vinson
(CVN 70) joined by Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force’s (JMSDF) Hyuga-class
helicopter destroyer JS Ise (DDH 182) and the United Kingdom’s carrier strike group
(CSG 21) led by HMS Queen Elizabeth (R08) in October 2021. More recently, CSG 1
participated in ANNUALEX 2021, an exercise in the Philippine Sea that featured five
participating international navies: the Royal Australian Navy (RAN), Royal Canadian
Navy (RCN), German Navy (GMN), Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force (JMSDF), and
the U.S. Navy, strengthening collective readiness and maritime superiority. The
VINCSG consists of CSG 1 including aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70);
Ticonderoga-class guided-missile cruiser USS Lake Champlain (CG 57); Arleigh
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Burke-class guided-missile destroyers USS Stockdale (DDG 106) and USS Chafee
(DDG 90) of Destroyer Squadron (DESRON) 1; Henry J. Kaiser-class Fleet
replenishment ship USNS Yukon (T-AO 202); Lewis and Clark-class dry cargo and
ammunition ship USNS Washington Chambers (T-AKE 11) and nine squadrons of
embarked Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 2.

CVW-2 consists of an F-35C squadron, the “Argonauts” of Strike Fighter Squadron
(VFA) 147; three F/A-18E/F Super Hornet squadrons, the “Bounty Hunters” of VFA-
2, the “Stingers” of VFA-113, and the “Golden Dragons” of VFA-192; the “Gauntlets” of
Electronic Attack Squadron (VAQ) 136, operating the EA-18G Growler; the “Black
Eagles” of Airborne Command and Control Squadron (VAW) 113, operating the E-2D
Advanced Hawkeye; the “Titans” of Fleet Logistics Multi-Mission Squadron (VRM) 30,
operating the CMV-22B Osprey; the “Black Knights” of Helicopter Sea Combat
Squadron (HSC) 4, operating the MH-60S Sea Hawk; and the “Blue Hawks” of
Helicopter Maritime Strike Squadron (HSM) 78, operating the MH-60R Sea Hawk.

The ABECSG consists of CSG 3 including aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN
72); Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 9; Destroyer Squadron 21; the Ticonderoga-class guided-
missile cruiser USS Mobile Bay (CG 53); and the Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile
destroyers USS Fitzgerald (DDG 62), USS Gridley (DDG 101), USS Sampson (DDG
102) and USS Spruance (DDG 111). CVW 9 consists of an F-35C squadron, the “Black
Knights” of Marine Fighter Attack Squadron (VMFA) 314; three F/A-18E/F Super
Hornet squadrons, the “Tophatters” of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 14; “Black Aces”
of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 41, the “Vigilantes” of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA)
151; “Wizards” of Electronic Attack Squadron (VAQ) 133, operating the EA-18G
Growler; “Wallbangers” of Carrier Airborne Early Warning Squadron (VAW) 117,
operating the E-2D Advanced Hawkeye; “Titans” of Fleet Logistics Multi-Mission
Squadron (VRM) 30, operating the CMV-22B Osprey; “Chargers” of Helicopter Sea
Combat Squadron (HSC) 14 operating the MH-60S Sea Hawk; and “Raptors” of
Helicopter Maritime Strike Squadron (HSM) 71, operating the MH-60R Sea Hawk.

As the U.S. Navy's largest forward deployed fleet, U.S. 7th Fleet routinely operates
between 50-70 ships and submarines and 140 aircraft with approximately 20,000
Sailors. U.S. 7th Fleet's area of operation spans more than 124 million square
kilometers, stretching from the International Date Line to the India/Pakistan border;
and from the Kuril Islands in the North to the Antarctic in the South Pacific, providing
security and stability to the region. U.S. 7th Fleet interacts with 35 other maritime
nations to build partnerships that foster maritime security while conducting a wide-
range of missions to support humanitarian efforts and uphold international laws and
freedoms of the sea.

Source: Defense Visual Information Distribution Service; 24 January 2022
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MARITIME FORCES

NAVY CHIEF TOURING MALDIVES, SRI

LLANKA TO IMPROVE MARITIME RELATIONS

Bangladesh Navy Chief of Staff Admiral M Shaheen Igbal is visiting Maldives and Sri
Lanka as part of improving Bangladesh's maritime cooperation with the two South
Asian countries. In the first leg of the tour, he visited Maldives and held a courtesy call
with Maldives Defence Minister Mariya Ahmed Didi and Chief of Defence Force Maj
Gen Abdulla Shamaal on Sunday. Admiral M Shaheen also exchanged views with the
top military officials of Maldives and held a bilateral meeting. He also visited the
Bangladesh High Commission in Male and held a meeting with Bangladesh High
Commissioner Mohammad Nazmul Hassan.

There, the Navy chief was informed of various aspects of Bangladesh-Maldives
relationship. Foreign ministry officials said Bangladesh and Maldives were working on
launching a direct shipping service between the two countries, with a stopover in Sri
Lanka, as Bangladesh is seeking to boost regional trading and connectivity. After the
visit to Maldives beginning from January 14, Admiral M Shaheen Igbal will start his
five-day visit to Sri Lanka on January 18.

Source: The Daily Star; 17 January 2022

FRENCH NAVY PATROL SHIP VISITING

DURBAN

- Rebecca Campbell
The French Navy offshore patrol vessel Champlain is currently in Durban harbour, the
French Embassy in Pretoria has reported. The ship arrived on Monday and will sail on
Friday. The vessel is based in the French overseas island territory of La Réunion
(which is legally and constitutionally an integral part of France). It left its base earlier
this month to undertake a patrol in the southern Indian Ocean, which will last almost
three months. Its visit to Durban is its first port visit on this long-range patrol.

France has an exclusive economic zone (EEZ) in the Indian Ocean which covers 1 000
000 km2, with a further 1 700 000 km2 EEZ in the Southern Ocean. In addition to
patrolling France’s EEZ in the region, the Champlain’s current mission is also in
support of an international Ministerial Forum on Indo-Pacific Cooperation, which
France will host next month. This forum, in turn, is part of Paris’ Indo-Pacific Strategy.
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The Champlain is a modern vessel, having been handed over to the French Navy in
December 2016. It arrived at its assigned base in La Réunion in mid-2017. A member
of the D’Entrecasteaux-class, it is officially classified as a multimission ship, or B2M
for short. Intended for long-range high-endurance ocean patrols, the ship has a
displacement of 2 300 t and can operate for up to 30 days without needing
replenishment, but has a quite low top speed of 15 knots (or 28 km/h). It is designed
to be able to be at sea for up to 200 days every year. The vessel can undertake fishery
protection, other maritime law enforcement, search and rescue, assistance to shipping
and logistical support missions. It has a crew of 35 but can embark 40 people. Armed
with two 12.7 mm heavy machine guns, it is also equipped with two fire-fighting water
cannons. The Champlain carries two rigid inflatable boats and can embark up to six
’20 foot’ containers.

Source: Engineering News; 19 January 2022

RUSSIA TO HOLD MAJOR NAVY DRILLS
INVOLVING ALL ITS FLEETS

Russia announced on Thursday its navy would stage a sweeping set of exercises
involving all its fleets this month and next from the Pacific to the Atlantic, the latest
show of strength in a surge of military activity during a standoff with the West. The
drills will take place in the seas directly adjacent to Russia and also feature maneuvers
in the Mediterranean, the North Sea, the Sea of Okhotsk, the northeast Atlantic Ocean
and the Pacific, it said. They will draw on 140 warships and support vessels, 60 planes,
1,000 units of military hardware and around 10,000 servicemen, the Ministry of
Defense said in a statement.

Russian military moves are being closely scrutinized as a troop build-up near Ukraine
and a volley of hawkish rhetoric have rattled the West and sparked fears of a looming
war. Moscow vehemently denies any plan to invade Ukraine. In a video posted on
Facebook, the ministry showed its Pacific Fleet's newest diesel-electric submarine test-
firing a Kalibr cruise missile at a land-based target from an underwater position in the
Sea of Japan. The missile struck a coastal target in Russia's far eastern Khabarovsk
region from a range of more than 1,000 km (620 miles), it said. Separately, China,
Russia and Iran are set to hold joint naval drills on Friday, a public relations official
from Iran's armed forces told the semi-official ISNA news agency.

(Reporting by Vladimir Soldatkin; Writing by Tom Balmforth; Editing by Mark
Trevelyan)

Source: marinelink.com; 20 January 2022
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MAHARASHTRA: GERMAN NAVY FRIGATE
BAYERN F217 ARRIVED IN MUMBAI TODAY

Strengthening the naval relationships between India and Germany, the German Navy
Frigate Bayern F217 arrived in Mumbai on Thursday. The warship was received by the
German Ambassador to India Walter J Lindner and Maharashtra Minister for
protocol, Tourism, and Environment Aditya Thackeray. The Germany Ambassador to
India Walter J Lindner said, “we need free maritime routes. Peace in the pacific region
is important. All 32 countries should respect international sea law. It's not a routine
visit." “I'm very happy that we made it possible to have this ship docking here amid
Covid. It's a visit among friends. 60% of international trade go through Pacific region,"
the German Ambassador to India said.

Highlighting that the relations between Germany and India are very good Maharashtra
Minister Aditya Thackeray said, “it's an honour to receive the German Navy here, the
relation between the two countries are very good. It is important for us as a country to
send out the message of freedom, democracy and stable maritime routes in the world."
Meanwhile, German Navy Chief Kay-Achim Schonbach on Thursday met Indian Navy
Chief R Hari Kumar here and discussed avenues to strengthen defence cooperation
between the two countries. Schonbach also called on Indian Army Vice Chief C P
Mohanty. In a statement, The Indian Navy said, "Vice Admiral Kay-Achim Schonbach,
Chief of German Navy, called on Admiral R Hari Kumar at New Delhi and discussed
avenues to strengthen Navy to Navy cooperation and enhance interoperability."
Schonbach was welcomed with an impressive Guard of Honour at the lawns of South
Block, it added. The Indian Army, in its statement, said Schonbach called on
Lieutenant General C P Mohanty, Vice Chief of Army Staff, and discussed aspects of
bilateral defence cooperation.

Source: livemint.com; 21 January 2022

EXERCISE SEA DRAGON-22: QUAD
COUNTRIES, CANADA AND S KOREA CARRY
OUT ASW DRILLS AT GUAM

- Huma Siddiqui

In a strong message to China, the QUAD member countries as well as South Korea and
Canada participated in a multinational Anti-submarine warfare (ASW) drill which
took place at Guam, the US. According to an official statement of the Indian Navy, at
the two-week exercise, which started Jan 5-20, an Indian Navy P-8I long-range
maritime reconnaissance aircraft was deployed for this.

What was the aim?
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Enhancing interoperability among participating nations. And is achievable by evolving
common tactics in response to emerging traditional and non-traditional security
challenges in maritime domain.

Which assets were deployed by the countries?

Different naval aircraft were deployed by the US, Japan, Australia, South Korea, and
Canada. These included the P1, P8A, P8I, CP140 Aurora and P3C Orion maritime
reconnaissance aircraft. They all practiced high-end ASW skills. This was followed by
professional interaction of the aircrew with other participants from friendly foreign
countries.

More about Ex Sea Dragon

This drill is hosted by the US Navy annually. It is high-end multinational exercise. This
year, the US Navy had sent in two P-8A Poseidon aircraft. In a statement issued by the
US Navy 7th Fleet ahead of the exercise, it said, “This drill is most centered on ASW
Training and excellence. And it ends in around 270 hours of in-flight training. It ranges
from tracking simulated targets to the final problem of tracking a live US Navy
submarine.” Each event is graded and the country which scores the highest total points
receives the Dragon Belt Award.

What is done during training sessions?

All pilots and flight officers from the participating countries together discuss tactics,
incorporating the capabilities and equipment from their individual countries. They all
build plans.

Importance of ASW to deal with Chinese naval presence

With the growing presence of the Chinese especially the submarines of their
submarines in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR), ASW has been the focus during drills
among countries including India, the US, Japan, Australia. In the recent years,
especially in the last two years, the Indian Navy has increased its engagements and
exercises focusing on Maritime Domain Awareness in the IOR and also in the Indo-
Pacific region.

Indian Navy & Agreements

There has been a focus on having more and bilateral logistics agreements, Information
sharing agreements, as well as bilateral agreements with friendly navies. Also, there is
an exchange of white shipping information; activities related to transnational
maritime based threats; and information on naval and military assets of adversarial
countries and more.

Source: The Financial Express; 21 January 2022
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INDIAN NAVY'S FIRST IL 38 AIRCRAFT

RETIRES AFTER FOUR-DECADE SERVICE
- ANI

Panaji: IN 301, the first IL 38SD aircraft of the Indian Navy, was decommissioned after
completing 44 glorious years of service to the nation. According to the Indian Navy,
the aircraft was decommissioned on January 17. The aircraft was commissioned into
the Indian Navy in 1977 and remained a formidable air asset throughout its service
life. It was with the induction of IL 38 aircraft that the Navy moved into the arena of
airborne long-range maritime reconnaissance (LRMR) combined with long-range
anti-submarine search and strike, anti-shipping strike, electronic signal intelligence,
and distant search and rescue.

The IL 38 is an all-weather aircraft with long endurance and a substantial operating
range. Having clocked nearly 10,000 hours of operational flying, IN 301 established
its high credentials in a multitude of air operations. It remained fully serviceable to the
last day of its operational life, and flew a seven-hour mission sortie before bidding
adieu. A 50-year old airframe with 44 years of active military flying, IN 301 had the
distinction of being the oldest combat platform of the Indian Navy. Extremely potent
all through, it successfully fired two combat air-to-surface missiles last year. Keeping
the vintage aircraft fully operational till its last day in service is testimony to the
remarkable dedication of the gallant men behind the Navy's mighty fighting machines.
IN 301 was part of Indian Naval Air Squadron 315 - the 'Winged Stallions' - at Goa. It
was greeted with water cannon after its last sortie in recognition of its extraordinary
service to the nation.

Source: NDTV; 21 January 2022
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SHIPPING, PORTS AND
OGEAN ECONOMY

HAMBANTOTA PORT TO BEGIN M GO FUEL
BUNKERING OPERATIONS

Oil tanker ‘Sunny Bay’ carrying 15,000 metric tons of Marine Gas Oil (MGO), called at
the Hambantota International Port (HIP), the first to discharge MGO for storage at
the port’s tank farm. HIP, with its global partner Sinopec, launched bunkering
operations for VLSFO last year. Now, with the tank farm along with its oil jetties fully
refurbished and FSS certified for safety by the Lloyd’s Register, HIP is ready to utilise
the storage facility allocated for MGO and MDO (Marine Diesel Oil). The port which
received their first MGO shipment is now capable of providing a full complement of
bunkering fuels to its customers, positioning as a strategic bunker operator in the
region. Benchmarking international standards, HIP has also set up a state of the art
Petroleum Testing laboratory in partnership with leading global independent
inspection service provider Intertek Lanka, to provide innovative and bespoke
assurance, testing, inspection and certification services for bunker fuels, LPG, LNG
and other petrochemical products. The laboratory located within the port premises, is
classified as a truly international facility capable of testing IMO 2020 global Sulphur
protocol. CEO of HIPG Johnson Liu says, “With our Lloyds certified oil storage facility
and state of the art testing capabilities, HIP has the overall capacity to add great value
to customers. With our location in the Indian Ocean rim, where 50% of the world’s
maritime oil is traded, our oil fuel bunker, LPG and future LNG operations, we are
securing the Hambantota Port’s rightful place as a global maritime location.”

The lab testing facility will enable HIP clients to get their products such as fuel oil,
marine diesel and marine gas oils tested efficiently and with ease, at the bunker
terminal site, ensuring that products meet the required international quality
standards. The port’s dedicated professional team ensures safe operations of the oil
tank network, ancillary pipelines, oil berth jetties, and control systems, which are on
par with international standards. All supporting facilities for operational safety are in
place such as a wholly functional firefighting system and wastewater treatment facility.

HIP’s location in close proximity to one of the busiest sea routes coupled with the
port’s partnership with top global player Sinopec to provide IMO 2020 compliant high
quality fuel oils, makes Sri Lanka’s energy market more competitive while benefiting
Sri Lankan players supplying bunkers for vessels. Once commenced HIP will cater to
the second highest demand in the maritime industry. The MGO supplied by the port
is of very high quality, compliant with ISO 8271 standard and can also be provided to
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overseas locations such as the Maldives. The Sinopec group, the port’s bunker partner,
was ranked 2nd in the Fortune Global 500 list in 2020, and a global leader in the fields
of oil exploration, production, refining, marketing, and distribution. The partnership
between SINOPEC International Petroleum Services Corporation and HIPG, will not
only benefit the two parties and their international clientele, but will boost the Sri
Lankan oil and gas industry, which will see the highest standards in terms of quality,
knowledge and expertise.

Source: Colombo Gazette; 26 January 2022

WHEN LAW CLASHES WITH PRACTICALITY -
CMA CGM LIBRA VERDICT

- Michael Grey

The CMA CGM Libra grounded when leaving the Chinese port of Xiamen in May 2011,
after its Master took a short cut and unwisely departed from the buoyed fairway. The
owners declared General Average, to which the cargo interests declined to contribute
and the case has been rumbling on ever since, finally reaching the UK Supreme Court
recently. This confirmed the decision of both the Admiralty Court and Court of Appeal
decisions that the ship was effectively unseaworthy on account of the ship’s deficient
passage plan and charts which failed to note the warnings about shallow depths. Thus,
said the three courts, these deficiencies made the vessel unseaworthy and the owner,
being at fault, was not entitled to invoke GA under York-Antwerp rules.

The owner, all along had sought to suggest that the bad passage plan should not make
the ship unseaworthy and the casualty was caused by errors by the crew in the
navigation or management of the ship. They had, they maintained, provided the
necessary equipment and a competent crew — what more could they have done?

It is an interesting case, the ultimate result causing some disquiet among ship owners
and managers as it seems to call into question what exactly an owner can delegate to
the crew of a ship as represented by the Master. The conclusion from the Admiralty
Court that a prudent owner would not have allowed the ship to leave with a defective
passage plan seems to make it clear that the owner must somehow monitor detailed
matters of navigational management and decisions made on board the ship. So, is this
yet another case where the law seems to rule that theory clearly diverts from practice,
and emphasises once again that the Master’s professional expertise must be minutely
overseen, to stay on the right side of the law?

It also emphasises once again the importance which the courts have put upon the
ship’s passage plan, once lines drawn on the chart that really only meant anything
outside pilotage waters, but now incorporating the dynamic situations of a berth-to-
berth passage. It also begets important questions about the exact definition of what
makes a passage plan “defective”. And how does this really reflect on the diligence of
the owner, when the master, a human being (although this might be hard to believe)
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makes one or even several navigational errors? Simple seafarers, like this writer, will
confess to having a small percentage of the brain power available to these mighty
lawyers, but surely there must be a admission that practicality should have a role in
these matters. Are they really suggesting that if the owner is to be protected from the
charge that the ship is unseaworthy — which is a very big deal — the owner or manager
must scrutinise the passage plan and approve it, before the ship leaves the berth?

You can imagine the fuss - particularly in todays pressurised climate in ports-with the
Master refusing to let go the lines as the necessary approval has yet to be given by some
operative in the owner’s office, half a hemisphere away, who happens to be asleep.

What can the wretched owner, in the light of such a case, reasonably delegate to the
master or other senior officers aboard the ship, without leaving himself open to
charges of a lack of due diligence? There are plenty of other operational plans or
technical decisions which are taken by those aboard ship as the voyage progresses. Are
we saying that the oversight of the owner must be total, if his position is to be legally
protected from prejudice? In these days of amazing communications, it might just
about be feasible to monitor technical data from a ship in real time. But if this case
shows us anything, it is that the decisions of the courts often strain the meanings of
words such as “reasonable” and “practical”, as currently understood by seafarers.

Source: Seatrade Maritime News; 17 January 2022
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MARINE ENVIRONMENT

REPORT: SHIPPING EMISSIONS ROSE NEARLY

5% IN 2021
- Freight Waves

Shipping-related greenhouse gas emissions rose by 4.9% in 2021 and were higher than
in 2020 and 2019, according to Simpson Spence & Young’s annual industry report.
Shipping emissions came in at 833 million metric tons of carbon in 2021, compared
with 794 million metric tons in 2020 and 800 million metric tons in 2019. This rise in
emissions comes despite growing climate ambitions and efforts to reduce emissions in
the maritime industry. Shippers are experimenting with alternative fuels and striving
to comply with increasingly stringent emissions regulations and pricing. But the
industry saw massive increases in demand for consumer goods after the initial shock
of the coronavirus pandemic in 2020. “The key driver was the recovering 2021 world
economy where demand for durable goods has remained firm while services demand
has increased. Added to this is a trend towards longer ton-mile trade, higher steaming
speeds in some segments and increased port congestion,” the report said. It called the
increase in emissions an “inconvenient truth” for the International Maritime
Organization, which has aimed for a carbon intensity reduction of 40% by 2030. The
IMO’s current 2050 target is set at a 50% reduction in maritime emissions compared
to 2008 GHG emissions. The organization has yet to set a net-zero emissions target by
2050. “We should all expect headlines such as this one until there is a better alignment
between economic and environmental incentives for shippers and fleet operators. The
tension that exists between growth and efficiency is necessary for a healthy,
functioning market. Until market participants internalize the cost of emissions, freight
buyers will continue to rely on time-trusted levers of cost and service,” said Tyler Cole,
director of carbon intelligence at FreightWaves.

Promising maritime decarbonization efforts

The COP26 climate conference in November set the stage for rapid climate action in
several sectors, including shipping. More than 20 nations signed on to the Clydebank
Declaration to establish six green shipping corridors by 2025. In addition to COP26
and the potential for green shipping corridors, countless nations, organizations,
campaigns and companies have set sustainability and emission-reduction targets.
They vary in terms of time frame and favored solutions. There are experts and
environmentalists who say that some sustainability goals are not ambitious, specific
or fast enough to prevent the worst impacts of climate change and adhere to the Paris
agreement. “COP26 served as a platform for maritime actors to showcase good
practices and global commitments to mitigate climate change. The message at COP26
was clear — the maritime industry needs to act urgently to find short-, medium- and
long-term commitments that will mitigate the effects of climate change,” Alexis
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Rodriguez, the Panama Canal’s environmental protection specialist, told
FreightWaves in a previous interview.

Is slow steaming only implemented when it’s in line with market
demands?

Slow steaming reduces emissions and the likelihood of whale-ship collisions because
it gives whales more time to notice and potentially avoid vessels. But the report said
that slow steaming may only be implemented when it plays nicely with market
demands. “The carbon intensity indicator ratings system may encourage more slow
steaming from 2023 to limit CO2 emissions but, as we have seen in the 2021 bulker
fleet, vessel speeds have been more responsive to market conditions than
environmental objectives,” the report said. Environmental groups such as Pacific
Environment weighed in on the rise in shipping emissions. “Now is the perfect time
for international ocean shipping companies to invest their record profits into a horizon
of hope for our shared future on this planet,” Dawny’all Heydari, campaign lead of the
Ship It Zero Campaign at Pacific Environment, said in a release. “It’s about time that
the shipping sector takes its responsibility seriously and stops hurting our port cities
and oceans in the name of profits.”

Source: Hellenic Shipping News; 31 January 2022

PLASTICS LEACH MORE TOXINS INTO THE
WATER THAN PREVIOUSLY KNOWN

- Steinar Brandslet

Hundreds, maybe thousands, of chemicals from plastics can leach into water under
natural conditions. This water may contain substances that we know are toxic under
laboratory conditions, says Martin Wagner, an associate professor at NTNU’s
Department of Biology. Wagner is part of a research group that has investigated how
ordinary plastic products leach chemicals into the water under natural conditions. The
plastic we surround ourselves with contains up to 20,000 different chemical
compounds. Many of these chemicals are toxic under laboratory conditions, but so far
we have known precious little about how harmful this plastic is for us. These chemicals
wouldn’t pose a danger to us if they stayed bound to the plastic and weren’t released
into the environment. But we may not be so fortunate.

All plastics leach chemicals

“We examined 24 common plastic products over ten days to see if they leached
chemical substances into water under natural conditions. We then examined the water
for chemicals and toxicity,” says Wagner. All of the products leached chemicals into
the water. Several of the substances have potentially toxic effects. Oxidative stress was
associated with 22 of the 24 plastic products that leached substances into the water.
This can damage cells and cause inflammation and chronic disease. Thirteen of the
products leached antiandrogens, which can affect men’s fertility. One of the plastic
products leached oestrogens that can affect fertility in women and men.
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Plastics leach very differently

A single plastic product could leach up to 8700 different substances into the water.
However, the amount of chemicals leached into the water varied greatly for different
types of plastics. One product could release anywhere from 1 to 88 per cent of the
assorted chemicals it contains. The research group was able to identify with certainty
only a small proportion — about eight percent — of the substances that leached into the
various water samples. This means we still know very little about the effects of the rest
of the chemicals. “Our research shows that plastic products leach many more
chemicals than we previously knew about,” says Wagner. “This study shows us that
humans and other animals are far more exposed to various substances from plastic
than we’ve previously known."

This article appears courtesy of Gemini News and is reproduced here in an
abbreviated form.

Source: The Maritime Executive; 30 January 2022

FISHERIES CRIME TIED TO EXPLOSIVES,

DRUGS, HUMAN TRAFFICKING
- ENS

LYON, France, January 30, 2022 (ENS) — Fisheries crime is linked to other serious
crimes such as human trafficking and the smuggling of drugs and explosives, Interpol’s
environmental and maritime security teams report after a five-month intelligence
operation spanning 34 countries and all oceans. During the operation, the
international police force learned that the current depletion of marine living resources
is driving a surge in fisheries-related crime. A total of 1,710 inspections carried out
during the one-month tactical phase of Interpol’s Operation Ikatere uncovered over
100 cases of fisheries and other crimes. More than 40 arrest warrants have already
been issued, while many investigations remain ongoing.

Nearly one tonne of illicit products were seized worldwide, including protected fish
and wildlife species, drugs and explosives. Law enforcement in Montenegro alone
recovered more than 20 cylinders of explosives during the operation. “The use of
explosives as an illegal fishing method is a growing trend amongst the industry’s
unscrupulous actors, as the progressive depletion of fish stocks pushes vessels to
maintain catch rates at any cost,” said Ilana De Wild, Interpol’s Director of Organized
and Emerging Crime. “Their use also boosts the circulation of explosives that can be
used by criminal or terrorist groups. Bomb makers behind terrorist attacks in recent
years have been found to also be providing explosives to the illegal fishing industry,”
she said. “Blast fishing is an extremely short-sighted fishing method because it
destroys the coral reef on which fisherfolk depend,” said Jerker Tamelander, head of
the Coral Reef Unit at UN Environment. “It is also extremely dangerous to the
fisherfolk themselves because bombs can explode prematurely,” he said. The practice
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is illegal worldwide, but it persists due to the challenges of detecting, responding and
catching the perpetrators.

Damaging Illegal Fishing Masks Other Crimes

Illegal, unreported and unregulated, IUU, fishing is one of the greatest threats to the
sustainable use of marine resources, and curbing it is one of the United Nations’
Sustainable Development Goals. Each year, IUU fishing costs the global economy
billions of dollars, Interpol said in a statement announcing the results of the operation.
An estimated 20 percent of the world’s total catch stems from IUU fishing, and the
amount rises to 40 percent in certain regions such as the coastal waters of some
developing countries, the UN Food and Agriculture Organization points out. That
means one in every five fish caught is taken illegally, depleting fish populations.
Criminals use fishing vessels to traffic drugs and people because their nomadic
navigation patterns and long periods at sea make it easy for these vessels to blend into
the maritime background without suspicion, Interpol explains.

Criminal networks use the proceeds of illegal commercial fishing to finance other
crimes. “Human trafficking and modern slavery are also severe problems in the fishing
industry,” Interpol warns, pointing to Operation Ikatere, which found 121 men, women
and children trafficked on vessels in Lake Victoria, Africa’s largest lake. They were
rescued by Kenyan law enforcement. The operation confirmed the frequent use of false
documentation — forged vessel certificates, fake fishing licenses or false crew
documents — to launder catches and cover up cases of labor exploitation or human
trafficking. More than 70 vessels allegedly associated with illegal fishing activities were
identified during Operation Ikatere, most for failing to submit valid fishing licenses
for areas where they were caught fishing. Executive Director of Police Services at
Interpol Stephen Kavanagh said, “The only way to effectively combat the myriad
crimes associated with illegal fishing is timely international cooperation between the
country inspecting fishing documentation and the country supposed to have issued it.”
“The broad participation in Operation Ikatere — including landlocked countries such
as Rwanda — demonstrates the global commitment to enforcing a sustainable
stewardship of marine resources,” Kavanagh said. “Our collective sustenance and
livelihood depends on it.”

Operation Ikatere was supported by Interpol’s Fisheries Crime Working Group, an
international platform for sharing expertise and experience and developing innovative
policing approaches to this crime area. The Interpol Environmental Security
Programme and its activities against illegal fisheries are financially supported by the
CCAMLR (Commission for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources)
Secretariat, the Pew Charitable Trusts and the United States Agency for International
Development (USAID).

Source: Environment News Service; 30 January 2022
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POLICY PUTS BRAKES ON BIOFOULING

- Department of Agriculture and Water Resources

International ships arriving in Australian waters will see a change in how they manage
biofouling in 2022. Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment Deputy
Secretary Andrew Tongue said a change in biofouling policy would have flow-on effects
for international shipping. “Biofouling is the term we use for organisms — like clams,
crabs, mussels or plants — that attach to ships and grow in places like the hull,
propellers, bow thrusters and rudders,” Mr Tongue said.

“In order to reduce the risk of marine pests establishing themselves in Australia,
changes have been made to the Biosecurity Regulation 2016. “On 15 June 2022, all
vessels subject to biosecurity control will be required to provide information relating
to biofouling management practices before they arrive in Australia. “Just by
introducing this small requirement, we can incentivise best practice to manage
biofouling for all ships coming to Australia, and allow the department to focus our
resources on managing risks. “This also brings Australia into line with the
International Maritime Organization’s 2011 biofouling guidelines. “Simple steps can
make a huge difference in how we can manage biosecurity in Australia. “Biosecurity is
everyone’s responsibility, and we all have a role to play in keeping Australia safe from
pests, weeds and disease.”

Source: miragenews.com; 31 January 2022
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GEOPOLITICS

CHINA COUNTERS INDIA’S BRAHMOS
MISSILE DEAL WITH THE PHILIPPINES;
DONATES MILITARY EQUIPMENT TO
‘BALANCE TIES’

In the latest development, China has contributed non-combatant military equipment
valued at one billion Philippine pesos to the country’s armed forces. The equipment,
meant for disaster relief operations, arrived in Manila on January 16, just two days
after the country revealed plans to purchase three supersonic BrahMos missile
batteries from India, according to Asianet Newsable. The first shipment of non-combat
equipment arrived on January 16, which includes water purification vehicles,
ambulances, fire trucks, bomb disposal suits, drone systems, among others, the
Department of National Defense said. Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana said his
Chinese counterpart Gen. Wei Fenghe, had promised these items during his visit to
Manila in 2020.

Source: EurAsian Times; 23 January 2022

RUSSIAN THREAT REQUIRES FLEXIBLE AND
CREATIVE SOLUTIONS: HERE ARE TWO
SUGGESTIONS

- Michael O'Hanlon

As Russia continues to concentrate more than 100,000 troops near its border with
Ukraine, in blatantly threatening fashion, talks last week between U.S. officials and
their Russian counterparts stalled. But we must continue the effort to defuse what
could become the greatest security threat to Europe since the Cold War ended. Russia
demanded guarantees that NATO, the Cold War alliance set up to counter the Soviet
Union that has now expanded to 30 members, will not expand farther into the former
Soviet space. In fact, Vladimir Putin has insisted that NATO walk back some of its
existing capabilities. The United States and NATO flatly rejected these demands. What
could any future talks realistically aspire to achieve? I have two suggestions — beyond
maintaining vigilance, deterrence and firmness in dealing with the Russian autocrat.

New concepts for European security
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Of course, NATO cannot give in to Russian bullying or allow Russia a sphere of
influence over its formerly subjugated neighbors. Any deal on Putin’s proposed terms
would of course be unacceptable. However, as a first suggestion, we need to develop
new concepts for future European security structures. In particular, Ukraine and
Georgia should not be in NATO - they are not crucial to our security and are very far
away and hard to defend — even if Russia should not be able to make that decision for
them. It is not surprising that Russia would be so sensitive about seeing them offered
membership (as happened in 2008, though with no imminent timeline) into Western
security organizations.

The new concept for future European security in Eastern Europe would be one of
permanent neutrality for Ukraine, Georgia, Moldova, Azerbaijan and perhaps other
countries, too. The new security architecture would require that Russia, like NATO,
commit to help uphold the security of Ukraine, Georgia and other states in the region.
Russia would have to withdraw its troops from those countries in a verifiable manner
(though the Crimea issue would have to be finessed, because Moscow almost certainly
will not give that strategic peninsula on the Black Sea back to Kyiv, after giving it to
Ukraine in the 1950s and then grabbing it back with its "little green men" in 2014).

Some autonomy could be granted by capital cities Kyiv, Ukraine, and Thilisi, Georgia,
to Russia-friendly parts of those countries, within reason. As all that occurred,
corresponding sanctions imposed on Russia due to its aggressions against neighbors
would be lifted, though “snapback” provisions would remain in case Moscow
subsequently violated its promises to keep its hands off those fully sovereign and
independent nations. Second, NATO can rethink how it does big military exercises —
provided that Russia will commit to restraint of some sort itself. A series of smaller but
more frequent exercises could be just as good for combat preparedness.

Reducing training exercises

When U.S. forces train at home, they do not conduct giant exercises with tens of
thousands of troops. They work up to exercises involving hundreds or thousands of
troops. Army forces cap their training cycles in brigade-level exercises at the Joint
Readiness Training Center in Louisiana or the National Training Center in California.
Navy battle groups typically exercise with several surface ships or submarines, no
more than a few thousands of sailors at a time in general, even if an aircraft carrier and
air wing are involved.

Marines frequently train, and deploy, as Marine Expeditionary Units with about 2,200
uniformed personnel in all. The Air Force (and air units of other services) typically will
conduct exercises with up to only a few dozen aircraft. Big exercises have a downside:
They need to be choreographed carefully to keep to schedule, so huge exercises cannot
really be used to test commanders’ capacity for handling surprises. Smaller exercises,
by contrast, can allow enough leeway to require real problem solving. By expanding
small exercises, the United States and allies can do better at simulating the
unpredictabilities of war. To be sure, as a general principle we need to stand firm when
dealing with Putin. But on some matters, we can be creative and should be flexible as
well. The stakes are high, and this crisis needs to be ramped down in a way that also
addresses its root causes to the extent we have that within our power to attempt.
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Michael O’Hanlon, a senior fellow at the Brookings Institution and a member of the
USA TODAY Board of Contributors, is author of "The Art of War in an Age of Peace:
U.S. Grand Strategy and Resolute Restraint.” Follow him on Tuwitter:
@MichaelEOHanlon

Source: USA Today; 17 January 2022

CHINA'S AMBASSADOR TO THE U.S. WARNS
OF '"MILITARY CONFLICT' OVER TATWAN

- Steve Inskeep

China's ambassador to the United States issued a warning Thursday: The U.S. could
face "military conflict" with China over the future status of Taiwan.

In his first one-on-one interview since assuming his post in Washington, D.C., last
July, Qin Gang accused Taiwan of "walking down the road toward independence," and
added, "If the Taiwanese authorities, emboldened by the United States, keep going
down the road for independence, it most likely will involve China and the United
States, the two big countries, in a military conflict." It was an unusually direct
statement about the U.S. and Taiwan. Observers say China usually speaks in more
general terms, such as saying that the U.S. is "playing with fire." Though American
eyes may be focused thousands of miles away toward a threatened war in Ukraine, U.S.
officials and analysts have voiced increasing concern about Taiwan's ability to defend
itself. This week, 39 Chinese military aircraft flew near Taiwan, the latest of several
such demonstrations. It's widely believed that the U.S. would defend Taiwan in the
event of war, though no formal treaty requires it to do so.

Ambassador Qin spoke of Taiwan at his official residence Thursday, where he
welcomed NPR's team to discuss U.S. relations with China and the upcoming Winter
Olympics in Beijing. He is a veteran diplomat who previously served as the chief of
foreign affairs protocol for China's President Xi Jinping. Qin arrived in Washington
last year at a time of bipartisan disappointment with China. It's widely conceded in
Washington that a decades-long policy of engagement with China produced great
wealth for many companies but failed to spark democratic reform. Qin told us that any
ideas of "changing China" were always "an illusion." He spoke of the upcoming
Olympics with pride: "Beijing is ready." These are the second Olympic Games hosted
by Beijing, with athletes and others largely living inside a secure "bubble" to protect
against coronavirus infection. A "diplomatic boycott" of the Games by U.S. officials has
added tension, though only a few U.S. allies have followed suit, and U.S. athletes will
compete. The U.S. announced the boycott in protest of what it terms the "ongoing
genocide" of Uyghurs, a mostly Muslim minority in western China. Qin rejected such
accusations as "fabrications, lies and disinformation."

He nonetheless asserted that some Uyghurs were terrorists.
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"The destination for them is prisons," he said, while asserting that others had
inappropriate thoughts that they were being taught to change in "vocational schools."
NPR correspondents have documented widespread imprisonment of Uyghurs, as well
as efforts to turn them away from their language and culture. NPR has also reported a
security architecture in the western province of Xinjiang that is even more intense than
in other regions of China, with cameras and police stations that are nearly ubiquitous.

The U.S. has become more vocal in defense of Uyghurs as overall relations have
soured. If either side hoped for a reset in relations after the departure of President
Donald Trump, it hasn't quite happened. President Biden has yet to remove Trump's
tariffs on Chinese goods, and U.S. diplomats have traded contentious statements with
their Chinese counterparts. Of the many irritants in the relationship, the ambassador
described Taiwan as "the biggest tinderbox." The region has governed itself separately
for generations. Unlike the rest of China, Taiwan was not conquered by Communist
forces in the civil war that led to the declaration of the People's Republic of China in
1949. The former government took refuge there and, with U.S. support, eventually
developed a democratic system. Beijing has long sought unification with Taiwan and
has not renounced the use of force to meet that goal. The U.S. has said it expects the
matter to be settled peacefully. "People on both sides of the Taiwan Straits are
Chinese," Qin said, arguing that his government has no desire for war. However, in a
sharp rebuff of any effort by Taiwan's government to formally declare independence,
he said, "China will not commit to giving up the un-peaceful means for reunification
because this is a deterrent." Even so, Qin said China's "most important relationship"
is with the United States, and he gave a straightforward description of his mission in
Washington: "Don't mess it up."

Interview highlights

On whether Americans should be concerned about a Chinese attack on
Taiwan:

"The Taiwan issue is the biggest tinderbox between China and the United States. If,
you know the Taiwanese authorities, emboldened by the United States, you know, keep
going down the road for independence, it most likely will involve China and the United
States, the two big countries, in the military conflict.”

On the prospect of military conflict:

"People on both sides of Taiwan Straits are Chinese, so we are compatriots. So the last
thing we should do is to fight with compatriots. And we will do our utmost in the
greatest sincerity to achieve a peaceful reunification. ... But ... that Taiwanese authority
is working down the road towards independence, emboldened by the United States.
So China will not commit to giving up the un-peaceful means for reunification because
this is a deterrence."

On policies and human rights abuses against mostly Muslim Uyghur
populations in western China that prompted the U.S. diplomatic boycott
of the Olympics in Beijing:

"The actual condition is that Uyghur people as other ethnic groups of people, they
enjoy happy life. They enjoy the rights and the freedom guaranteed by the constitution
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of China. They are a member of the big family of Chinese nation. This co-called
genocide or forced labor — these are big lies of the century. There's no genocide at all."

On whether Chinese President Xi Jinping believes America's global status
is in decline:

"Nobody in China bet(s) against the United States. Everybody in China, including the
Chinese leadership, believe(s) that the United States is one of the most important
countries. And the relationship between China and United States is the most
important relationship. We must work well at 'don't mess it up.'"

Source: npr.com; 28 January 2022

EU EYES INDIAN OCEAN NAVAL ADVENTURE

- Andrew Rettman

Europe is preparing to boost its naval presence in the north west Indian Ocean "to
uphold freedom of navigation" in the world's trade jugular. The Indian Ocean project
was outlined in a "concept note" by the EU foreign service on 19 January, seen by
EUobserver. Modelled on existing EU anti-piracy missions in the Gulf of Guinea and
Horn of Africa regions, it would operate in a new "MAI [maritime area of interest]"
covering a vast swathe of water from the Red Sea, to Madagascar, the Maldives, and
the Strait of Hormuz. "Member states deploying assets [warships] in the new NWIO
[north west Indian Ocean] MALI ... would be a good opportunity" to "enhance the EU's
diplomatic influence" there, the foreign service said. It would "strengthen relations
with maritime industry, enhancing the EU's status as a global maritime security
provider", the note said. And it would "open new opportunities for strategic dialogue
with key partners, such as India," it added. "There is not much we can say at this stage,"
the EU foreign service told EUobserver, when asked about the project.

"As the high representative [EU foreign affairs chief Josep Borrell] has mentioned in
the past, the EU is currently exploring ways to ensure an enhanced naval deployment
by our member states in the [Indian Ocean] region, taking into account the lessons
learned from the first pilot case of the [EU naval mission] ... in the Gulf of Guinea," it
said. But plans were well under way, its internal "concept note" indicated. "For the
NWIO MAI, most stakeholders are already aware of the EU's ambitions ... MS
[member states] are ready to commit assets," it said. It tabled a series of follow-up
meetings on legal and operational niceties. And it painted a picture of a smouldering
region that was crucial to world trade. "Tensions and alliances reverberate on the
African shore of the Red Sea where Gulf countries (Saudi Arabia and UAE), together
with Egypt, are competing against Turkey and Qatar, as well as China and Russia, for
ports and influence, as well as on interpretation of Islam," it said.

Further afield, there had been no recent "significant [maritime] security incidents" in
the Strait of Hormuz, the EU foreign service noted. But there were "numerous" missile
attacks on Saudi Arabia by pro-Iranian rebels in Yemen, Iraq was "unstable", while the
US and China were building up assets in a "maritime power play" in the Arabian Sea,
the EU said. "The recent Taliban takeover in Afghanistan has triggered fears of a
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renewed wave of terrorism in the region" from "dormant cells, in particular in the
Arabian Peninsula", it also warned. "There is ... international strategic competition
present in the western Indian Ocean and the Red Sea, within which Bab el-Mandeb [a
stretch of water between Djibouti and Yemen] and the Strait of Hormuz are the
geographical epicentres," it said. The EU's Horn of Africa anti-piracy mission,
Atalanta, was currently "contributing to securing the Bab El Mandeb Strait", the EU
foreign service noted. Nine countries, including eight EU ones and Norway, also have
naval forces in the so-called Agenor mission, which sail around the Strait of Hormuz
area to "de-escalate" tension. And in a part of the world where hard power counted,
the "show of force, deterrent effect" of Atalanta and Agenor have been "key features"
of their effectiveness, the EU foreign service said.

Trade jugular

Its note spelled out why Indian Ocean security was vital to European interests. "The
Red Sea is one of the busiest maritime corridors in the world, channelling an important
proportion of global trade - and nearly all exchanges between Europe and Asia - each
year," the EU foreign service said. But the fight against local piracy, such as "maritime
trafficking and/or smuggling" was "still in its infancy" there, it said. The wider north
western Indian Ocean was "one of the most dynamic centres of economic growth in
the world," it added. Its future was "dependent on safe and secure sea lines of
communication ... to link trade between Middle East, Africa, East Asia, and Europe",
the EU said. Some "80 percent of the world's trade passes through the Indian Ocean,"
it said. Some 20 percent of global oil production goes via the Strait of Hormuz.

Source: euobserver.com; 25 January 2022

FRANCE SNUBS CHINA WITH ITS INDO-
PACIFIC FORUM

- Stuart Lau

As France prepares to roll out the red carpet in Paris next month for a forum where
EU ministers will meet 30 Indo-Pacific foreign ministers, the absence of China will be
all too conspicuous. France's guest list for the event on February 22 runs from regional
heavyweights like Japan, India and South Korea through to archipelagos like Comoros
and Micronesia, but Beijing isn't there. The event will focus on "the challenges security
and defence, digital issues and connectivity, in the context of the 'Global Gateway'
initiative on global infrastructures, as well as global issues," according to the French
government's outline of its EU priorities at the start of the year. Global Gateway is the
name given to the EU's aspirations of matching Beijing massive Belt and Road
Initiative — a network of strategically crucial infrastructure systems connecting China
to Western economies.

French President Emmanuel Macron has engaged in mixed messaging on China. Late
in 2020, for example, he was one of the main EU leaders pushing to land a landmark
trade deal despite deep international concerns about Beijing's human rights records.
He is also expected to dispatch a junior minister to attend the Beijing Winter Olympics
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next week, defying Washington's call for a diplomatic boycott. In the geostrategic
realm, by contrast, Macron has been looking to push the EU toward an Indo-Pacific
policy that acts as a counterweight to China's rising might. France, as current holder
of the rotating six-month presidency of the Council of the EU, is also pushing the bloc
toward greater "strategic autonomy," which is supposed to reduce dependence on
Chinese manufactured goods in sectors ranging from health care to engineering.

Like China, the U.S. didn't receive an invitation.

Perhaps surprisingly, France is extending an olive branch to Australia, despite the
recent diplomatic fallout over the AUKUS deal, in which Canberra ditched a French
submarine contract in exchange for American and British offers.

France has offered few details about the planned meeting. But in the wake of the
AUKUS saga, Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian spelled out the way France looked
at the potential problems with the rise of China. "To fully assume the competition with
China, whose increasing military power, hegemonic aims and growing aggressiveness
we see, including if necessary by military means, we want for our part to work on the
construction of an alternative model to the Chinese model, fully respecting the
sovereignty of our partners, with all the actors and countries of the Indo-Pacific," he
told the National Assembly in October. "It is a question of countering China's strategy,
which is often based on a facade of multilateralism and consists of trapping each of the
states in this region in an asymmetrical face-off."

Paris is keen to engage countries that have been economically dependent on China in
recent years. Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Kenya and Djibouti are on the guest list,
according to diplomatic notes seen by POLITICO. All of them, according to one
diplomat briefed on the meeting, are “at risk of, if not already, falling in China’s debt
trap” under the Belt and Road Initiative, a charge Beijing repeatedly rejects. The EU
launched its Global Gateway scheme late last year to promote sustainable
infrastructure as an alternative to what European Commission President Ursula von
der Leyen called “dependencies” on China. A second diplomat expected concrete
projects to be announced at around the time of the Paris event. In that vein, France is
also inviting a number of island states — the Seychelles, Mauritius, Comoros, Samoa,
Fiji, Micronesia and Maldives. This comes as China ups its game around island states
in the Indian and Pacific oceans. Last month, during a visit to the Maldives, Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi suggested setting up a new forum between China and island
nations in the Indian Ocean to “join forces and develop together.” “The most important
question is whether it is mostly a symbolic event or a concrete one,” said Antoine
Bondaz, a specialist on French-Chinese relations at Foundation for Strategic Research,
a Paris-based think tank. “What is at stake is for the EU to be a credible partner? It is
no longer about agreeing that Europe needs a strategy, but about implementing some
key initiatives we are lacking so far.”

Another key topic is China’s behavior in the South China Sea.

With the exception of junta-run Myanmar, all countries within the Association of
South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) bloc will be invited. They range from West-friendly
Singapore and Thailand to those closer to Beijing, such as Cambodia and Laos. The
whole ASEAN bloc has been arduously negotiating a “code of conduct” with Beijing for
years over the South China Sea, where Beijing is expanding its military presence and
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territorial claims. France has already used recent diplomatic events, such as the
foreign and defense ministers’ meeting with their Japanese counterparts last week, to
focus on the topic. The Japanese and French ministers “said they would ensure that
the Code of Conduct in the South China Sea being discussed between China and
ASEAN complies with UNCLOS [United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea]
and does not call into question the rights and the interests of any third party in the
South China Sea.”

Source: politico.eu; 27 January 2022
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