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MARITIME SECURITY 
 

PH NEEDS WEST PHILIPPINE SEA POLICY 

THAT NO PRESIDENT CAN CHANGE—EXPERT 
- Frances Mangosing 

The Philippines needs to craft a long-term policy in the West Philippine Sea that would 
remain in place no matter who is president, a maritime law expert said. xDr. Jay 
Batongbacal, director of the University of the Philippines Institute for Maritime Affairs 

and Law of the Sea, said a sitting administration, who would not heed the policy could 
hand over the West Philippine Sea to China, which is aggressively claiming nearly the 
entire South China Sea as its backyard. “As far as China is concerned, it doesn’t matter 
who is president or what political party there is, they will continue with their plan,” 
Batongbacal told a forum hosted by the Foreign Correspondents Association of the 

Philippines. “We should be like that, too. We also have our own long-term plan and 
stick to it regardless of who is there in the chair. Any president who doesn’t stick to 
that plan is essentially going to hand over to China these areas,” he added, speaking 
partly in Filipino. Batongbacal said the Philippines can potentially lose control of the 
West Philippine Sea if the next administration will continue President Rodrigo 

Duterte’s policy of non-confrontation which his critics said was actually just 
capitulation. “My view is that the country’s sovereignty and jurisdiction in the West 
Philippine Sea will not survive another six years of what we’ve seen in the past five of 
this administration,” he said. 

In the last five years, Duterte has downplayed China’s aggressive behavior in the West 
Philippine Sea following his foreign policy pivot and tight embrace of China in 
exchange supposedly for massive investments and loans. Duterte has also set aside the 

ruling by an international tribunal that invalidated China’s preposterous nine-dash 
line claims in the South China Sea. “With those five years, we saw how quickly China 
increased its pressure into the West Philippine Sea and is now very hard to dislodge at 
this point,” Batongbacal said. “That’s why if that kind of policy is taken up again by the 
next administration, you can bet they will go even deeper. We will eventually lose 

control of the area and that cannot happen,” he added. 

Critical elections 

Senatorial aspirant Antonio Trillanes IV, a former Navy officer, said the 2022 

presidential elections will be very critical because the country’s foreign policy 
direction, including sovereignty in the West Philippine Sea, would depend on it. “Each 
candidate has his or her own foreign policy biases. In fact, some of them have already 
declared their positions in relation to the West Philippine Sea and the arbitral tribunal 
ruling,” he said at the same forum. He warned that Duterte’s West Philippine Sea 

policy will continue if presidential aspirant Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr. wins in 
the 2022 elections. 
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“It is common knowledge within the political circles that Bongbong Marcos is aligned 
with China,” Trillanes said. Marcos recently expressed support for Duterte’s West 

Philippine Sea policy, saying that “although it is criticized, it is the right way to go.” 
The son of the late dictator Ferdinand Marcos was also recently a guest of the Chinese 
embassy. 

Source: inquirer.net; 04 November 2021 

 

 

MILITARY PLANNERS SHOULD MAP OUT 

OPERATIONS IN WARMING ARCTIC WATERS, 

EXPERT SAYS 
- John Grady 

The United States reminds Canada and Russia often that Washington regards the 
Northern Sea Route and the Northwest Passage as straits used for international 
navigation, not exclusively theirs to control, an international maritime law expert said 

Wednesday. 

James Kraska, a professor at the Naval War College, said that with warming waters, 

military planners are regarding these waters “as a surface [area] for operations,” 
recognizing that the “oceans are going to be the quickest way to move large forces” 
from one place to another. But, he added there are chokepoints on both sea lanes that 
have military and commercial implications. The Northern Sea Route, closest to Russia 
– which also has the largest territorial claims in the Arctic – appears to be the most 

accessible, especially for trade between Asia and Europe. “Russia had greater 
ambitions” in the Arctic than the other seven nations with territorial claims there, 
Kraska said during a panel at the Norwich University Military Writers’ Symposium. As 
a consequence, Moscow “has done a better job of building out infrastructure” from 
expanding its fleet or icebreakers, to modernizing its ports and ramping up its military 

presence to back up its claims to control of the Northern Sea Route. 

The Kremlin, when looking at the other seven members of the Arctic Council, sees 

either NATO allies of Washington or western partners, like Finland and Sweden. At 
the same time, since World War II, Washington has relied on freedom of navigation 
and overflight across the globe to prevent the rise of a hegemonic power in Europe and 
Asia that threatens the global order. To Washington’s mind – in presidential directive 
and Navy policy – a strait is “not just a transit route.” Kraska added that Canada and 

Europe have “the exact same interests [in maintaining freedom of navigation and 
overflight], though it may not be as obvious to them,” as does the U.S. For Russia, the 
U.S. and Canada, the Arctic has also been a region of strategic stability, despite testing 
each other’s defenses. In asserting its freedom of overflight, Moscow has tested 
NORAD defenses over the North Pole and around Iceland, he noted. “The United 

https://globalnation.inquirer.net/200098/ph-needs-west-philippine-sea-policy-that-no-president-can-change-expert
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States and Canada are connected to their treaty partners only by the oceans,” Kraska 
said. 

Source: USNI News; 04 November 2021 

 

 

FRANCE, INDIA TO BOOST DEFENSE, 

SECURITY TIES 
- Joe Saballa 

France and India have agreed to step up their bilateral defense and security 
partnership by improving intelligence and information sharing, conducting more joint 
military exercises, and pushing for new initiatives in the maritime, space, and cyber 

domains. 

During the annual India-France Strategic Dialogue held earlier this month, French 

Presidential Diplomatic Advisor Emmanuel Bonne said his country is willing to 
support Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi‘s vision of “Atmanirbhar Bharat” (self-
reliant India) and improved defense industrialization. According to the Indian 
Embassy in Paris, the two countries agreed that emerging trends in global affairs call 
for a closer partnership. It also stated that France and India would continue enhancing 

bilateral cooperation and assisting other countries in the Indo-Pacific region. “India 
welcomed EU’s Indo Pacific strategy and looked forward to French presidency of the 
European Union in the first half of 2022 as an opportunity to give further shape to 
EU’s engagement in the Indo Pacific region, including in security, connectivity, 
sustainability and economic development,” the embassy said, as quoted by NDTV. 

The partnership between India and France comes nearly two months after Australia 
joined in a new security alliance with the UK and the US, which resulted in France 

losing a multibillion-dollar deal to build 12 conventional submarines for Canberra. 
France has reportedly sought closer relations with leading Asian nations to establish 
deeper strategic ties in the Pacific region. 

Source: thedefensepost.com; 08 November 2021 

 

 

INDIA SUMMONS SENIOR PAKISTAN HIGH 

COMMISSION DIPLOMAT OVER KILLING OF 

FISHERMAN 
- Press Trust of India 

https://news.usni.org/2021/11/04/military-planners-should-map-out-operations-in-warming-arctic-waters-expert-says
https://www.thedefensepost.com/2021/11/08/france-india-boost-defense-ties/
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India on Monday summoned a senior diplomat of the Pakistan High Commission and 
lodged a strong protest over the killing of an “innocent” Indian fisherman by the 

Pakistani side, official sources said. Pakistani Maritime Security Agency resorted to 
unprovoked firing on an Indian fishing boat in the Arabian Sea on Saturday that 
resulted in the death of the Indian national and injury to another. “A senior diplomat 
from the High Commission of Pakistan was summoned by MEA today and a strong 
protest was lodged on the incident of unprovoked firing at Indian fishermen by 

Pakistan side,” said a source. 

The government of India condemned this deplorable action by the Pakistani agency of 
firing at an Indian fishing boat and causing loss of life which is in contravention to all 
established international practices and bilateral understandings, the sources said. “It 
was reiterated that the authorities in Pakistan consider the issue of fishermen as a 
humanitarian and livelihood matter. The Government of Pakistan was also called upon 

to conduct an inquiry into the incident and to instruct its forces to refrain from such 
acts of unprovoked firing,” the source said. 

 Source: The Print; 08 November 2021 

 

ISRAELI NAVY TO JOIN COMBINED 

MARITIME FORCES 
- Yaakov Lappin 

Israel is set to join the US-led Combined Maritime Forces (CMF), a senior Israeli naval 

source told journalists on 11 November. “Israel is not yet a coalition maritime member, 
but it will be the 35th country,” he said, without giving a timeline for a move he said 
was facilitated by Israel's transfer from the US military's European Command to 
Central Command. Based at the US 5th Fleet's headquarters in Bahrain, the CMF has 
34 members that include nine Arab states. Its main role is to co-ordinate its members' 
maritime security operations in the Gulf, Arabian Sea, and Red Sea. 

The Israeli source also commented on a naval exercise that he said involved naval 

personnel from Israel, Bahrain, and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) sailing on the 
same vessel for the first time. He described the exercise as the most advanced of its 
kind involving the Israeli Navy and the 5th Fleet, adding that the training scenario was 
basic but the US 5th Fleet would organise more advanced exercises in the future. The 
5th Fleet announced the exercise on 11 November, saying it involved personnel from 

Bahrain, Israel, and the UAE training aboard the amphibious transport dock ship USS 
Portland , with the focus being on visit, board, search, and seizure tactics. It provided 
no further details but released a photograph on 15 November showing Portland sailing 
with the Israeli Sa'ar-5 corvette INS Hanit . 

Source: Janes’s; 17  November 2021 

https://theprint.in/diplomacy/india-summons-senior-pakistan-high-commission-diplomat-over-killing-of-fisherman/763081/
https://www.janes.com/defence-news/news-detail/israeli-navy-to-join-combined-maritime-forces
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MARITIME FORCES 
 

NIGERIAN NAVY TO PROCURE 2 NEW 

VESSELS FROM TURKEY 

- Tarkaa David 

The Nigerian Navy has signed a contract with a Turkish company, Messrs Dearsan 
Shipyard Limited for the purchase of two brand new Offshore Patrol Vessels (OPVs) 
expected to be completed within 37 months. A statement by the director of 
information, Naval Headquarters in Abuja, Commodore Suleman Dahun, quoted the 
Chief of the Naval Staff, Vice Admiral Awwal Gambo, as saying that the contract 

signing was another milestone achievement by the Nigerian Navy in her fleet renewal 
effort towards realising her 2021-2030 Strategic Plan. He thanked the President and 
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces, President Muhammadu Buhari, for his 
continued support and goodwill towards the Nigerian Navy. 

Vice Admiral Gambo speaking at the ceremony said the Nigerian Navy has in the last 
couple of months brought to bear her dominant status in the region by sustaining an 
aggressive presence in the nation’s maritime environment, leading to drastic reduction 

in acts of criminality in the domain. He said the President granted approval for the NN 
to procure two High Endurance Offshore Patrol Vessels with the capability to carry out 
maritime interdiction operations, surveillance and special forces operations as well as 
provide naval fire support to land forces. “The OPVs will also be capable of conducting 
search and rescue operations, anti-piracy, anti-smuggling and anti-drug trafficking 

operations and disaster relief operations among others,” he said. 

The CNS further revealed that the Dearsan Shipyard Limited was selected based on its 
track record and the conviction that the shipyard would be able to construct a platform 
that could be deployed as an OPV in peacetime, while having the capability and 
flexibility to be quickly outfitted with sensors and weapons to re-role the platform for 
warfare and maritime defence purposes, at a cost effective price. He said the signing 

of contract marked the consummation of relationship between the NN and Messrs 
Dearsan which is hoped would lead to more fruitful engagements between Nigeria and 
Turkey in the future. While responding, the Chief Executive Officer of Messrs Dearsan 
Shipyard, Mr Murat Gordi, appreciated the Nigerian Navy and the Federal 
Government for the confidence placed on their company to construct the Offshore 

Patrol Vessels. He further assured that the company would reciprocate by building the 
best in class vessel for the Nigerian Navy and ensure the contract is faithfully executed 
to deliver true value for money. Mr Gordi added that this project will further 
strengthen ties between the Federal Republic of Nigeria and Turkey through the 
provision of added value in technological transfer and expertise. 

Source: leadership.ng; 03 November 2021 

https://leadership.ng/nigerian-navy-to-procure-2-new-vessels-from-turkey/
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F-35 TESTERS SUPPORT 5TH GENERATION 

AIR SYSTEM’S DEMO ABOARD JAPANESE 

NAVY SHIP 
- F-35 Joint Program Office Public Affairs 

 
A pair of F-35B Lightning II fighter jets performed first-time-ever vertical landings 
and short takeoffs in early October aboard a Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force 
helicopter destroyer undergoing modifications to support F-35 operations. Prior to 

two U.S. Marine pilots flying these demonstration flights aboard Japanese Ship Izumo 
off the coast of Japan on Oct. 3, the Naval Air Station Patuxent River-based F-35 
Integrated Test Force played a key role in designing and executing a test plan for the 
demonstration, which is a critical step on the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force’s 
(JMSDF) path to conducting at-sea F-35 operations. 

 
Japan is an F-35 Foreign Military Sales customer and has ordered 42 F-35Bs, adding 
to its order for 105 F-35As. “(F-35) ITF involvement was to ensure the (vertical 
landings) and (short takeoffs) were executed safely and efficiently,” said F-35 ITF 
Basing and Ship Suitability (BASS) Lead Ron Hess. “We had two strategies for this 

event. The first was sticking to the test plan. The second strategy was open, effective 
communication. We put a lot of effort into the test plan, to address many of the risks 
for safely and effectively operating on the ship. It was critical to communicate the 
details of the plan and ensure everyone followed that script.” 
 

“Our work started with the mission rehearsals at (Naval Air Warfare Center Aircraft 
Division’s Manned Flight Simulator) using the Japanese Ship Izumo model, deck 
motion and simulated air wake,” said Hess of the mission planning that began in the 
spring. “We developed a sortie timeline and fuel ladder that we took to Japan,” 
explained Hess, who embarked Izumo with two other ITF colleagues for the historic 

event. A fuel ladder is an assessment of the weight of fuel required for the different 
phases of flight during the demonstration; it is a critical component of mission 
planning, Hess said. And, it is one example of the precise calculations required by the 
F-35 ITF team to ensure a safe and successful operation. The first vertical landing 
shortly after 9 a.m. Japan Standard Time was the culmination of months of detailed 

test planning, training, and rehearsals that required extensive coordination across 13 
time zones in two languages. The full demonstration was a total of one landing and 
takeoff of each of the two F-35Bs involved. All flights were completed in one day. 
 
These maneuvers on JS Izumo also represented the first time in seven decades that a 

fixed-wing aircraft landed aboard and took off from a Japanese vessel in the waters 
southeast of the island nation. “It was really cool to be part of this historic event,” said 
Air Test and Evaluation Squadron (VX) Two-Three test pilot Marine Corps Maj. Dylan 
“Bilbo” Nicholas, who is assigned to the F-35 ITF and flew one of the two Marine F-
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35Bs as part of the demonstration. Marine Lt. Col. Robert Guyette, who was flying the 
other jet, is the executive officer for Marine Fighter Attack Squadron (VMFA) 242 at 

Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni. These flights demonstrated Izumo’s ability to 
support F-35B operations and gathered vital risk reduction data for Naval Sea Systems 
Command-advised modifications the JMSDF is making to two of its Izumo-class ships 
to modify them for F-35 operations use. JS Kaga, the second Izumo-class ship, is also 
set for conversion for F-35 operations. In addition to informing alterations to the ship, 

the partnership afforded an opportunity to show areas where organic capabilities need 
to be developed to support carrier operations, explained F-35 Joint Program Office 
Capability Verification Developmental Test Lead, Air Force Lt. Col. Joe Rosal. 
 
“It was clear from the start though how important this was to the Japanese leadership 

and how eager they were to learn everything they could from the demonstration,” said 
Nicholas. “In the end the execution was flawless and we, at the ITF, are looking 
forward to more testing with our Japanese partner in the future.” While the pilots’ job 
was to fly the jets to the ship, two members of the F-35 ITF Basing and Ship Suitability 
team were on board helping to guide the ship to a location with the right test conditions 

for the demonstration. Prior to the F-35Bs touching down on Izumo, Hess was aboard 
in flight control, calculating true wind and ship movements to set the desired wind-
over-deck conditions. As he gathered data, Hess communicated with his teammate 
Elliott Kandler, who was on Izumo’s bridge monitoring the mission radio and working 
through an interpreter to answer questions from the JMSDF admiral overseeing the 

operation, and the ship’s captain and executive officer. Together, Hess, Kandler, and 
the ship’s crew positioned the almost 250-meter long Izumo for optimal 
demonstration conditions. 
 
“This event … demonstrated the capability of JS Izumo to support takeoff and landings 

of the F-35B aircraft at sea,” said F-35 Joint Program Office Japan Country Manager 
Graham Rowell. Many organizations were involved with the planning and 
coordination, and ultimately the demonstration’s success, Rowell said. These included 
the Japan Self-Defense Forces, U.S. Services, NAVSEA, and JPO. The JMSDF 
demonstration objectives included collecting noise and deck temperature data to 

validate engineering work done to date on JS Izumo and JS Kaga to inform decisions 
about the ships’ suitability for future F-35B operations, according to Rowell. “This 
event is part of a series of events that have and will be conducted in support of Japan’s 
F-35B and ship integration. This work and execution of these events also fosters 
cooperation and partnership with the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps,” said Rowell. 

 
The F-35 is the premier air system of choice for three U.S. Services, seven international 
partners, and a growing list of Foreign Military Sales customers. Lauded by pilots and 
operational commanders alike, the F-35 routinely demonstrates its high-end 
capabilities performing combat operations from land and from the sea. More than 700 

aircraft have been delivered to date; 10 services in seven countries have declared initial 
operational capability, and six services from five countries have conducted F-35 
operational missions. “Although there is still a lot of work to do, through mutual 
respect and support from the F-35 enterprise along with the U.S. Navy and Marine 
Corps, we will be able to standup F-35 operations and support ship modifications and 

integration successfully to meet Japan’s requirements and timeline,” said Rowell. 



Making Waves 

                                                                                                                             03 – 17 November 2021       

 

                                                                                    

10                                                                                                                                                
 

 
Source: Defence Visual Information Distribution Service; 03 November 2021 

 
 

US SUBMARINE COMMANDER FIRED AFTER 

SOUTH CHINA SEA CRASH 

The US Navy has fired the commanding officer, executive officer and top enlisted sailor 
of a nuclear-powered submarine that crashed into an underwater mountain on 
October 2, saying the accident was preventable. Commander Cameron Aljilani and two 
others were removed from their positions on Thursday following an investigation into 

the crash in the disputed South China Sea. The USS Connecticut was forced to sail on 
the surface for a week to reach Guam. 

“Sound judgement, prudent decision-making and adherence to required procedures 
in navigation planning, watch team execution and risk management could have 
prevented the incident,” the western Pacific-based 7th Fleet said in a statement. After 
a damage assessment in Guam, the vessel will return to the US submarine base in 

Bremerton, Washington for repairs. Last week the Navy said the investigation showed 
that the submarine struck an uncharted “seamount” while patrolling below the 
surface. Eleven sailors were injured in the accident. According to reports, the crash 
damaged the sub’s forward ballast tanks, but its nuclear plant was not damaged. The 
US Navy regularly conducts operations in the region to challenge China’s disputed 

territorial claims on small islands, reefs and outcrops. Aljilani was replaced by an 
interim commanding officer. For weeks, the cause of the incident had remained a 
mystery, with the US Navy initially saying that the submarine hit an “object” while 
underwater in international waters. 

The USS Connecticut is a Seawolf-class fast-attack submarine USS Connecticut (SSN 
22) and had 140 crew, including 14 officers, at the time of the incident. The Navy says 
the Seawolf vessels are “quiet, fast, well-armed, and equipped with advanced sensors”. 

They also have eight torpedo tubes. The South China Sea is one world’s most disputed 
and economically significant waterways. China claims almost the entire area under its 
controversial nine-dash line and has built artificial islands and set up military outposts 
in recent years. 

Malaysia, Brunei, Vietnam and the Philippines also claim parts of the sea, as does 
Taiwan. The US has been conducting what it calls “freedom of navigation” operations 
in the South China Sea to assert navigational rights and freedoms in line with 

international law. Tensions in the area have only increased since 2016 when the 
International Court of Arbitration in The Hague rejected China’s nine-dash line and 
ruled that Beijing had no historic title over the South China Sea after the Philippines 
challenged Beijing’s claims and actions over the disputed waterway. 

Source: Al Jazeera; 05 November 2021 

 

https://www.dvidshub.net/news/408633/f-35-testers-support-5th-generation-air-systems-demo-aboard-japanese-navy-ship
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/11/5/us-submarine-commander-fired-after-crash-into-sea-mountain
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AUSTRALIA AND US WRAP UP MINE 

WARFARE EXERCISE IN WA 

- Department of Defence 

The Royal Australian Navy and United States Navy elements have successfully 
concluded Exercise Dugong 2021 in Western Australia today. For the past three weeks, 

specialist Coalition mine warfare units have been exercising in a simulated scenario to 
test their ability to keep the Port of Fremantle and Indian Ocean accesses open in the 
event of a hostile action against Australia. 

Assistant Minister for Defence, Andrew Hastie said Exercise Dugong had tested the 
Coalition’s ability to integrate emerging and legacy mine warfare systems, technologies 
and practices. “We live in a region that is at the centre of great power competition, our 

Indian Ocean approaches are vital sea lanes, and we must be ready to meet our 
changing strategic circumstances.” Assistant Minister Hastie said. “Navy’s mine 
warfare and countermeasure practices are evolving to meet both current and emerging 
threats,” “As new weapons and technologies advance, the Royal Australian Navy is 
working with Industry and coalition partners to test new systems in autonomous and 

artificial intelligence realms.” Keeping sea lanes and ports safe and open is critical to 
the prosperity and security of Australia. “Keeping Australia’s maritime environment 
safe in a dynamic strategic environment is critical,” Minister Hastie said. During 
Exercise Dugong, Royal Australian Navy units HMA Ships Gascoyne and Yarra, 
Australian Clearance Diving Teams One and Four, the Maritime Geospatial Unit and 

specialist mine warfare personnel worked alongside the United States Navy’s 
Explosive Ordnance Disposal Mobile Unit Five. 

All exercise participants – interstate and international – were subject to all Western 
Australian State Government public health requirements and completed 14-days 
quarantine before joining the exercise. 

Source: Mirage News; 05 November 2021 

 

 

'NAVY FINALISING SOP TO DEAL WITH 

NATURAL DISASTERS IN ASIA-PACIFIC 

REGION' 
- IANS 

The Indian Navy is in the process of finalising a standard operating procedure (SOP) 

for dealing with natural disasters in the Asia-Pacific region, Defence Secretary Ajay 
Kumar said here on Monday. Speaking at the opening ceremony of the Goa Maritime 
Conclave, Kumar also said that India came to the aid of 20 countries in the oceanic 
region during the Covid-19 pandemic. "The Indian Navy is in the process of finalising 

https://www.miragenews.com/australia-and-us-wrap-up-mine-warfare-exercise-667058/


Making Waves 

                                                                                                                             03 – 17 November 2021       

 

                                                                                    

12                                                                                                                                                
 

an SOP for dealing with natural disasters in the Asia-Pacific region. We are happy to 
share this SOP with all our friendly nations and we hope that this will be help improve 

our collective preparedness to deal with natural calamities in the region," Kumar said 
in his address. "In India, we are particularly proud of the fact that the Indian Navy was 
able to not only provide maritime security, but undertook the challenging task of 
providing assistance where no one else could, whether it was for repatriation of over 
4,000 people who had no other way to come back to the homeland or be it bringing 

oxygen cylinders when the country was facing oxygen crisis. India and the Indian Navy 
stood firm," he said. 

"We came to the aid of our littoral neighbours in the Indian Ocean Region, whether it 
was medical aid or maritime peace. Over 500 tonnes of medical aid was supplied to 
our littoral friends in this period," he said, adding that the pandemic was especially 
challenging for the navies given the nature of their work and it was only with the 

strictest protocols and discipline that they were able to discharge their responsibilities 
without fail. Kumar also said that the Indian Navy provided 3,000 tonnes of food 
during the pandemic to countries in the Indian Ocean Region. "Over 14,000 oxygen 
cylinders were supplied to our littoral friends during the pandemic. I'm really proud 
of the fact that despite the challenges of the pandemic, the Indian Navy was able to 

meet the requirements of nearly 20 countries in this region. We are sure that this effort 
will continue in the coming times," he said. 

Source: daijiworld.com; 08 November 2021 
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SHIPPING, PORTS AND 

OCEAN ECONOMY  
 

MANY MORE NATIONS BACK SHIPPING 

CARBON LEVY AT COP26 
- Sam Chambers 

More than 50 Climate Vulnerable Forum countries (CVF), from Africa, Asia, the 

Caribbean, Latin America, the Middle East and the Pacific, have called for the UN’s 
shipping agency, the International Maritime Organization (IMO), to establish a 
greenhouse gas levy on international shipping. 

This is part of the CVF Dhaka-Glasgow Declaration launched at the COP26 climate 
summit yesterday, urging the rest of the world to deliver on the Climate Emergency 
Pact and accelerate action to keep the 1.5 degree temperature goal within reach. This 

CVF endorsement comes ahead of the IMO’s 77th Environmental Protection 
Committee Meeting (MEPC 77) later this month where member states will discuss a 
proposal for a $100 carbon tax for shipping by the Marshall Islands and Solomon 
Islands. Dr Tristan Smith from University College London commented: 
“Decarbonising shipping requires massive investments in green hydrogen energy 

supply chains. This can be an opportunity for some, but for others it can increase 
transport costs and inequality. It also creates a risk of leaving countries behind 
technologically. This is why this leadership and elegant solution proposal by CVF is so 
important as it can help IMO move forwards ambitiously and equitably.” Lucy Gilliam 
from the NGO Seas at Risk said: “Far too often we see a disconnect between national 

climate ambition and the positions taken by the flag state at the IMO. We need to join 
these dots to deliver the urgent short-term emission reductions that are necessary to 
save 1.5 degrees.” 

A global carbon levy has already received support from the industry itself, represented 
by the International Chamber of Shipping, Getting to Zero Coalition, Maersk, and 
commodity trader Trafigura. Shipping decarbonisation headlines have been coming in 
thick and fast at COP26 in Glasgow in the opening days of the summit. US president 

Joe Biden is set to announce the First Movers Coalition as a partnership between the 
United States and the World Economic Forum. It aims to use the purchasing power of 
the US government to incentivise corporations to shift toward cleaner and more 
efficient technologies in sectors with the highest carbon emissions, including shipping 
and trucking. More details on the new initiative will be carried by Splash tomorrow. 

Source: splash247.com; 03 November 2021 

https://splash247.com/many-more-nations-back-shipping-carbon-levy-at-cop26/
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COP26: COMBINED EXCLUSIVE MARITIME 

ZONE FOR AFRICA TO COMBAT ILLEGAL, 

UNREPORTED & UNREGULATED FISHING 
- Geetika Chandwani and Purnaka L. de Silva 

“Working together means we widen the number of like-minded actors towards a 
common good” –Dr. Azza Karam, Secretary-General of Religions for Peace 

International. As global leaders and civil society actors participate in COP26 in 
Glasgow, Scotland, illegal, unreported, and unregulated fishing is a significant 
problem that must be tackled. In this regard, collaboration among the 55 member 
states of the African Union (AU) is crucial to successfully accomplishing a common 
goal to combat the problem of illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing in 

the African continent’s coastal waters – overcoming a raft of complex and politically 
sensitive issues. 

IUU fishing is an unprecedented problem in the time of climate change that decimates 
the livelihoods of local fishing communities. The AU must demonstrate strong 
leadership and present a united front for such collaboration to work, so that the 
establishment of the proposed Combined Exclusive Maritime Zone for Africa 
(CEMZA) can achieve impactful results and not be just a paper tiger. African voices 

and indigenous expertise in producing scientific knowledge and policies have been 
marginalized since colonial times including vis-à-vis marine fisheries. Africa continues 
to be at a disadvantage on account of the historical processes through which individual 
countries were integrated into the world’s economic and financial system – often 
driven by former colonizing powers – e.g., France, U.K. Therefore, the needs and 

concerns of local African fishing communities were historically unseen and unheard 
in national and international deliberations over fisheries. The “new” scramble for 
African resources, brought a new player to the fore, namely the People’s Republic of 
China – triggering rapid expansion of Chinese investments, trade, development 
cooperation and loans aimed at exploiting Africa’s resources. Illegal, unreported, and 

unregulated fishing predominantly by Chinese, and European trawlers, endanger 
marine ecosystems, biodiversity, food security, and thus the survival of local African 
fishing communities. IUU fishing affects those countries that cannot effectively 
monitor and control their maritime waters and Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs). An 
increasing number of organizations are exploring AI, data analytics, and blockchain to 

combat the threat of IUU fishing – as noted by the World Wildlife Fund for Nature 
(2020) in “How Data and Technology Can Help Address Corruption in IUU fishing” – 
https://www.worldwildlife.org/pages/tnrc-blog-how-data-and-technology-can-help-
address-corruption-in-iuu-fishing.  

The arrangements in place are often abused and thus fall short in fighting the 
impediment of IUU fishing. It is to tackle these significant problems at the operational 
level that Africa’s Integrated Maritime Strategy proposes to establish the Combined 

Exclusive Maritime Zone for Africa (CEMZA) – as noted by Vishal Surbun (February 
2021) in “Africa’s combined exclusive maritime zone concept” in Institute for Security 

https://www.worldwildlife.org/pages/tnrc-blog-how-data-and-technology-can-help-address-corruption-in-iuu-fishing
https://www.worldwildlife.org/pages/tnrc-blog-how-data-and-technology-can-help-address-corruption-in-iuu-fishing
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Studies, Africa Report 32 – https://issafrica.org/research/africa-report/africas-
combined-exclusive-maritime-zone-concept. CEMZA is a future project that remains 

on paper only for the time being, which needs to be implemented in full to facilitate 
economic and security benefits for target African countries. A consequence of the 
inability of individual African states to maintain law and order, to varying degrees, 
opened the door to the possibility of some level of continental federalization in the 
form of CEMZA or combining other zones falling within the African Maritime Domain 

(AMD). 

West Africa presents coastal countries where the problems are particularly felt. The 
area has attracted industrial fishing boats from all over the world, particularly from 
China, while controls have remained entirely inadequate in the last decade. A series of 
non-transparent practices often make governmental checks and control difficult. 
Frequent changes of the shipowner, flag country, registration, low maintenance of 

databases, and navigation records represent a significant challenge for state 
authorities and non-governmental organizations (e.g., Sea Shepherd Global, 
Environmental Justice Foundation) concerned with fishing rights in Africa. There are 
irregularities in the Automatic Identification System (AIS) and the non-use or 
improper use of the satellite-based vessel monitoring system (VMS). On July 22, 2021, 

the Defense Innovation Unit and Global Fishing Watch, a non-profit that uses 
satellites to view global fishing activities, announced a new AI challenge to combat 
IUU fishing to tackle this transnational crime. 

Likewise, an international program to track illegal fishing from space has been 
launched by the Canadian government – as noted by Rosie Frost (January 2021) in 
“What are illegal ‘dark vessels’ and why are satellites spying on them?” in Euronews – 
https://www.euronews.com/green/2021/02/25/what-are-illegal-dark-vessels-and-

why-are-satellites-spying-on-them. It can use environmental conditions, including the 
temperature of the water and chlorophyll levels, to work out where the fish will be. 
With the fish comes the fishermen and fisherwomen who help narrow down the areas 
that governmental authorities need to fully concentrate on, thereby helping them 
locate, identify and interdict illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing. Such 

information must be shared with the central body of the combined EEZ not only to 
gather pieces of evidence but also to assist local fishing communities in earning their 
livelihood. The current focus on environmental concerns worldwide has drawn 
attention to the global crisis in fisheries and aquaculture, and the need to manage these 
industries in environmentally sustainable ways. Indigenous communities have 

become vital partners to international climate, environmental and development 
missions seeking global sustainability. In many West African countries, fishing 
continues to be carried out through artisanal means often by poor fisherwomen. 

An example is the wooden pirogues mainly in use in West Africa from Mauritania to 
Senegal, on which a crew composed of less than ten people usually embark and stays 
at sea for a few days. Canoes, gillnets, and handlines are used widely throughout 
Africa, while the use of indigenous industrial fishing vessels is still few, numerically. 

The activities connected to the fisheries sector, characterized by high labor-intensity 
and low capital, employs millions of people throughout West Africa. In today’s world 
many people look to information and communications technology to go about their 
daily business. Fisherfolk in Africa also need access to technological solutions. Having 

https://issafrica.org/research/africa-report/africas-combined-exclusive-maritime-zone-concept
https://issafrica.org/research/africa-report/africas-combined-exclusive-maritime-zone-concept
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a combined EEZ and working with international partners and using technology 
enables them to maintain indigenous standards. Sustainable developments can be 

achieved only by working with local communities to create employment opportunities 
in an environment of trust. In short, unity is needed for the survival of local fishing 
communities. Large Marine Ecosystems (LMEs) in Africa are shared by 33 coastal 
countries and 600 million people. Illegal fishing amounts to more than US $2 billion 
in lost profits annually – as noted by Vishal Surbun (February 2021) in “Africa’s 

combined exclusive maritime zone concept” in Institute for Security Studies, Africa 
Report 32 – https://issafrica.org/research/africa-report/africas-combined-exclusive-
maritime-zone-concept. 

On November 10, 2020, a new App was launched called DASE (which means 
“evidence” in the Fante dialect of Ghana) by the Environmental Justice Foundation 
(EJF) – as noted by EJF Staff (November 10, 2020) in “New Phone App is Effective 

Weapon in Ghana’s Fight Against Illegal Fishing” in Environmental Justice 
Foundation – https://ejfoundation.org/news-media/new-phone-app-is-effective-
weapon-in-ghanas-fight-against-illegal-fishing.  

Communities in Ghana and Liberia can use this to gather evidence against illegal 
vessels, mostly industrial trawlers under foreign flags. When a vessel is spotted 
illegally fishing or damaging canoes, the user takes a photo of the boat through the app 
with its name/identification number and records the geo-satellite position. The app 

uploads the report to a central database where the government can use the evidence 
to catch and sanction the perpetrators. A similar app must be introduced in Ajami, an 
Arabic script, in West Africa. Ajami is a form of literacy that remains widespread across 
West Africa with little or no government support. In East Africa and the Horn of Africa 
Swahili should be used. The idea is to find a medium to connect with local peoples to 

combat Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) fishing. 

Fishing is not simply a livelihood it is a culture and a way of life. Collaborative 

management and decision-making can help indigenous people maintain vocational 
skills and pride in their culture. Organizations are formed to promote peace, values, 
and well-being of citizens. Coordinating efforts to restore the economy, manage risks 
and remove barriers helps reduce costs and create a larger market for local fishing 
communities. While there are several challenges mentioned in operationalizing the 

Combined Exclusive Maritime Zone for Africa (CEMZA) in terms of sovereignty and 
maritime rights, a more significant challenge is the food insecurity and poverty that 
arises from increased transnational organized crime, and illegal, unreported, and 
unregulated fishing by countries like China. 

In addition, there are environmental crimes, marine environmental degradation, 
disappearing biodiversity, and the dire effects of climate change and global warming. 
However, establishing CEMZA and using multiple technologies is absolutely, critical 

in developing and maintaining pan-African collaboration that brings about 
substantive change and protection for vulnerable local fishing communities. Africa 
needs CEMZA to be a tiger with teeth and claws. 

Geetika Chandwani is finishing her M.A. at the School of Diplomacy and 
International Relations at Seton Hall University, New Jersey, where Professor 
Purnaka L. de Silva lectures in the M.A. program. 

https://ejfoundation.org/news-media/new-phone-app-is-effective-weapon-in-ghanas-fight-against-illegal-fishing
https://ejfoundation.org/news-media/new-phone-app-is-effective-weapon-in-ghanas-fight-against-illegal-fishing
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Source: Inter Press Service; 04 November 2021 

 

 

THE DANGER OF THE MARINE 

VESSELS THAT SERVE REFINERIES 
- Eric de Place and Zane Gustafson 

Pollution occurs in every phase of the oil refining process. In this series, we analyze 
the impacts of pollution in three categories: direct pollution from the refinery 
operations themselves; “upstream” and “downstream” pollution from transporting 
crude oil and refined products;1 and indirect pollution from consuming the refineries’ 
products. It’s important to consider all three categories because Northwest refineries 

do not exist in isolation. Rather, they sit at the center of a sprawling web of petroleum 
infrastructure. Northwest refineries receive crude oil—the raw material they use to 
manufacture consumer fuels—via three modes of transportation: pipeline, trains, and 
marine vessels. After the refining process, the refined products are transported to 
consumers by pipelines, trains, marine vessels, and trucks. In this chapter, we discuss 

the upstream and downstream impacts of maritime shipping of crude and refined 
products. 

The track record for—and the potential risk of—maritime shipping of oil is even worse 
than the often-dismal records of pipelines and trains. To understand the risk, it helps 
to start with the numbers. A single oil tanker may carry 400,000 barrels (16.8 million 
gallons!) of crude or more, while tank barges may have 150,000 barrels in tow. These 
vessels make nearly 4,000 trips each year on the Salish Sea. And although the vast 

majority of these transits happen without incident, the historical record shows that 
Washington has seen multiple spills of thousands of barrels of fuel. The region has 
been fortunate to avoid a truly major spill for the last two decades. 

DISASTERS AND CLOSE CALLS 

Sightline has documented 50 years of oil spills in Washington’s waters. It’s an 
alarming history of mishaps, most of which could have been far worse. And the risk 
goes beyond Puget Sound. Because the oil industry’s reach extends to all of the region’s 
population centers, there is meaningful risk extended to Grays Harbors and the 

Columbia River as far inland as Lewiston, Idaho, where the port is visited by petroleum 
tank barges. 

The near misses are almost as harrowing. Thankfully, the Legislature established an 
emergency rescue tug boat program stationed at Neah Bay in 1999, which has helped 
prevent catastrophic spills. Consider just three of many examples of near misses 
below. 

ECOLOGIC AND ECONOMIC COSTS OF SPILLS 

Oil spills are never easy to clean up, but some of the oil transported to Washington’s 
refineries is especially dangerous, such as the tar sands (sometimes known as “dilbit,” 

http://www.ipsnews.net/2021/11/cop26-combined-exclusive-maritime-zone-africa-combat-illegal-unreported-unregulated-fishing/
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or diluted bitumen) that comes from Alberta. Research shows that dilbit is particularly 
hard to recover in the event of a spill, an appalling prospect given how little oil is 

recovered even from spills of conventional crude. In fact, according to Transport 
Canada, only 10 to 15 percent of a marine oil spill is likely to ever be recovered from 
open water. According to an authoritative 2015 report from the US National 
Academies of Sciences and Engineering, a significant fraction of a tar sands spill would 
likely sink to the sea floor and remain unrecoverable for decades, if not centuries, 

harming Dungeness crab, rockfish, sand lance, and other bottom-dwellers. It would 
also seriously threaten migrating salmon and the endangered Southern resident orcas. 
Orcas have skin that is surprisingly resistant to oiled waters, but scientists have found 
that consuming prey that has absorbed oil from a spill or breathing in toxic oily vapors 
near the water’s surface while breaching can, depending on the level of petroleum 

exposure, cause lung congestion, pneumonia, liver disorders, and neurological 
damage. A major Salish Sea oil spill could be devastating to orcas and could trigger an 
ecological catastrophe. 

In fact, something similar occurred in 2012 near Marshall, Michigan, when an 
Enbridge pipeline ruptured, releasing nearly a million gallons of dilbit into a tributary 
of the Kalamazoo River. Ultimately, dilbit contaminated 25 miles of the Kalamazoo 

River’s riverbed. A large portion sank, evading recovery efforts designed for floating 
oils. That’s because, when dilbit enters water, it separates into its primary components. 
The original tar-like bitumen sinks, and volatile components such as benzene rapidly 
evaporate. Airborne benzene, a carcinogen, makes dilbit spill recovery extremely 
difficult for early responders, who would require artificial breathing apparatuses to 

work near the spill. In addition to posing a clear danger to the Northwest’s ecology, oil 
spills can be incredibly costly. Though it is surprisingly difficult to estimate what the 
costs could be, it is reasonable to assume that the bill could range into the hundreds of 
millions or billions of dollars. A 2019 study by Earth Economics modeled a spill in the 
San Juan Islands, concluding that a spill of 4 million gallons (or about 95,000 barrels) 
of diluted bitumen could cost $142 million to $510 million, while a spill of 1 million 

gallons (or about 24,000 barrels) of heavy fuel oil could cost $84 million to $243 
million. And a November 2019 study commissioned by California’s Office of Spill 
Response and Prevention used historical data from oil disasters to estimate a per-
barrel cost for a marine spill. It found that a spill of heavy persistent oil—the type of 
crude that is often transported in the Salish Sea—could cost more than $700 million 

for a 10,000-barrel spill. One estimate sometimes used by the Washington 
Department of Ecology pegs of the cost of a Salish Sea spill at $10.8 billion. (As far as 
we can tell, no one knows exactly where that figure comes from.) The Ecology estimate 
is probably 16 years old at least, which is a problem because the new California report 
suggests that per barrel costs have increased by a factor of four and it is accepted that 

response costs have been rising since the 1970s, well outpacing inflation. Whether that 
means a Salish Sea spill might now cost a mind-bending $40 billion-plus is unclear, 
but it does suggest the need for updated estimates. 

Yet, troublingly, even these daunting estimates may be too cautious. The Earth 
Economics study does not account for impacts beyond the San Juan Islands, nor do 
they tally the costs to marine transportation, science and education, endangered 

species, human health, or tribal treaty rights. Just so, the California modeling exercise 
did not account for wider economic costs beyond the clean-up efforts and liabilities, 
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such as losses to recreation or ecological value, or to tourism, or for the many marine-
dependent jobs that are impacted indirectly. Whether by pipeline, train, or vessel, 

transporting crude oil and refined petroleum products presents an ever-present risk. 
Despite ever more stringent regulations, spills continue to happen, causing harm to 
our environment and our health. It is simply impossible to eliminate the potential risk 
as long as oil is being transported. The best way to reduce the number and severity of 
oil spills is to reduce the amount of oil being transported, and ultimately to retire our 

oil refineries and transition away from our carbon economy. 

This article benefited from past research by Ahren Stroming, Tarika Powell, Michael 
Riordan, and Paelina DeStephano. 

Source: sightline.org; 03 November 2021 

 

 

MARITIME CYBERSECURITY: A RISING TIDE 

LIFTS ALL BOATS 
- Mike Elgan 

Ports and ships — the maritime industry — are vital points in the global supply chain 

for food, medicine, consumer goods, fuel and many other products. Most of the world’s 
globally traded goods travel by sea. That’s why maritime security is key for supply 
chain security. Meanwhile, maritime cybersecurity faces threats at multiple places, 
including ports, communications systems and ships themselves. Potential cyber 
attacks on maritime infrastructure are familiar types: phishing, malware, social 

engineering, brute force, denial of service, ransomware and others. What’s different is 
the unique placement of the targets. 

Ships Rely on Digital Tools 

Ships often rely on digital tools to function, many of which are automated. Even ship 

compasses are digital and depend on a mix of gyroscopes and GPS. All these systems 
could be at risk for a digital attack. Dependence on GPS puts shipping at risk because 
attackers can spoof or jam GPS signals. More than most industries, maritime 
infrastructure tends to be old and complicated, further hampering marine 
cybersecurity. 

Is There an IT Worker on the Ship? 

Another risk factor people don’t talk about enough is the absence of IT people on ships. 
A ship is like a building packed with computer systems, servers and electronics. Yet, 

out at sea, the crew is on their own in managing these systems and dealing with 
breaches. A digital attack could control or shut down a ship or drive it off-course, 
causing a crash. Some ships have dangerous cargo, such as explosive fuel, in large 
quantities. Ports are also heavily dependent upon complex digital network logistics 
management systems. Some of these systems track every container on every ship. In 

the past, attackers have been able to delay, erase the knowledge of, redirect and steal 

https://www.sightline.org/2021/11/03/the-danger-of-the-marine-vessels-that-serve-refineries/
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actual cargo. They could abuse access to data on the location of cargo in a ransomware 
attack, or lock records. The most likely risk is that digital attacks, through any number 

of possible attack types, delay shipping. That costs millions or billions of dollars to 
shipping companies, ports or shipping customers. 

Maritime Cybersecurity Attacks Increasing 

Attacks targeting maritime information systems are on the rise. In the first few months 
of the pandemic, attempted cyber attacks rose by 400%. We can expect this trend to 
continue, with rising attacks on ships and ports. Attackers targeted the Port of 
Houston this year in a suspected nation-state attack, an event that raised the urgency 
level of maritime security infrastructure. The port is 25 miles long and handles a 

quarter of a billion tons of cargo every year. The attack involved a password 
management program that contained a formerly unknown vulnerability. The attackers 
exploited that to install malicious code that granted access to the networks, which they 
used to exfiltrate log-in credentials needed to control network access. Luckily, “no 
operational data or systems were impacted,” according to a statement issued by Port 

authorities. 

How To Handle Maritime Cybersecurity Risks 

The need to address maritime cybersecurity is urgent. Here are some general 

approaches for how to address it:  

- Pinpoint specific possible threats. Understand what cyber criminals and 

nation-state actors might want from an attack. Pay special attention to the risk 
of ransomware. Consider attacks that could shut down the flow of goods, take 
ports offline and bring ships off course. Run red-team exercises and hire ethical 
hackers to help find likely attack points and methods. 
 

- Identify digital vulnerabilities. Inventory all systems and figure out what are 
unpatched, unpatchable, legacy or problematic in any way from a cybersecurity 
perspective. Think through the implications of existing physical security, and 
figure out how unauthorized people could gain access to digital systems. 
Consider how rogue or disgruntled employees could threaten security. 

 
- Initiate a maritime cybersecurity action plan. Address all vulnerabilities 

correctly, by patching or replacing problematic systems. Work with managers, 
leaders and stakeholders to develop these plans, then brief all concerned on 
how to use the plans in the event of an attack. Install smart detection tools. For 

example, network detection and response tools use artificial intelligence (AI) to 
find odd and potentially malicious behavior on maritime networks. Have your 
software working 24/7 to watch for possible emerging attacks. 
 

- Launch new crew and employee cybersecurity training programs. Focus on 

phishing attacks, physical security and social engineering. 
 

- Establish contingency or continuity plans. For each possible attack scenario, 
develop a detailed plan for running your business through it, and also what the 
recovery processes are. 
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A threat to maritime information systems is a threat to global trade. Therefore, supply 
chain cybersecurity is one of the world’s most urgent business priorities. 

Source: SecurityIntelligence; 04 November 2021 

 

JAPANESE SHIPPERS REAP QUARTERLY 

PROFIT BONANZA AMID SUPPLY CHAIN CHAOS 
- Aaron Sheldrick 

Nippon Yusen and Kawasaki Kisen Kaisha, Japan's biggest and third-biggest shipping 
companies, reported record quarterly profits as they benefited from higher freight 
rates amid the chaos hitting global supply chains. The logjams and bottlenecks in the 

world's trade system, which threatens to derail a recovery from the worst health crisis 
in a century, has provided a bonanza to such companies as freight rates soared to the 
highest since 2008. "Port and inland congestion did not improve due to a shortage of 
drivers for inland haulage," Nippon Yusen said on Thursday in comments on the 
results for the three months through Sept. 30. Quarterly profit came to 260 billion yen, 

more than 25 times last year's amount, according to calculations by Reuters from the 
company's first fiscal half earnings announced on Thursday. That is the highest 
quarterly profit for the company, according to Refinitiv Eikon data going back to 
December 2002. Supply chain snarls have contributed to fuel shortages in Europe and 
Asia as the winter approaches and are threatening Christmas shopping even as freight 

rates have come off their highs. Transport executives and analysts say the problems 
are likely to continue into 2022 and a U.S. agency is investigating improper freight 
charges. read more 

Kawasaki Kisen's second-quarter profit increased nearly 14-fold to 144 billion yen 
from a year earlier, based on calculations from its first-half results, also released on 
Thursday. That was the most since at least June 2003. Mitsui OSK's quarterly income 
was nearly seven times the year-earlier amount, an earnings statement last week 

showed. Maersk, which handles one in five containers shipped worldwide, this week 
said quarterly profit tripled to almost $7 billion. Chief Executive Soren Skou described 
the world's trade system as "one gigantic bottleneck" and said that port delays would 
stretch into the new year. read more Nippon Yusen shares, which have soared 250% 
this year, slumped 8% on Thursday, while Kawasaki Kisen stock finished nearly 9% 

lower and Misui OSK ended the day down 2.6%. The Nikkei 225 rose nearly 1%. 

Source: Reuters; 04 November 2021 
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MARINE ENVIRONMENT 
 

TURKEY’S MARMARA SEA RECEIVES NEW 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION STATUS 
A presidential decree issued Friday declared Turkey’s only landlocked sea and the 
Princes’ Islands it hosts a “special environmental protection zone,” a title that will help 

its preservation. The decree published by the Official Gazette brings new regulations 
for any activity in the sea, in a bid to protect its waters which suffered from heavy 
pollution. The Marmara Sea, which covers an area of 11,350 square kilometers (4,382 
square miles), is the smallest in the country but is vital to the country’s most populated 
and industrial cities, from Istanbul to Kocaeli. Last spring, it fell victim to marine 

mucilage or sea snot, a thick substance that formed a layer that covered swathes of 
waters, from coasts to open water. The slimy substance, a consequence of pollution 
among other factors, suffocated the ecosystem before a cleanup campaign eradicated 
it above the surface. It still remains in some parts of the sea, well below the surface. 

The zone specified in the new decree includes waters off the coast of Istanbul, Kocaeli, 
Yalova, Bursa, Balıkesir, Çanakkale and Tekirdağ, and the coasts of these provinces. 
The new mandate is based on a 1989 decree that authorizes the government to declare 

places at risk of immediate pollution as special environmental protection zones and 
allows it to redefine and revise any zoning or development plans. It bans “any plans 
and projects” before a review process by the Ministry of Environment, Urban Planning 
and Climate Change can be carried out to examine the possible impacts on the sea. 
Plans that received the necessary permits before the new decree came into force will 

be allowed to go ahead. 

Most significantly, the decree establishes new waste discharge standards for the entire 

zone. Untreated waste discharge was one of the key causes of sea snot, an organic 
matter that flourishes when nutrient-rich sewage flows into seawater without 
treatment. Sea snot is also linked to high sea temperatures stemming from climate 
change. Addressing a parliamentary committee investigating the sea snot problem, 
Minister of Environment, Urban Planning and Climate Change Murat Kurum said on 

Thursday that they managed to halt “a change for the worse” in the Marmara Sea and 
that “the fish are back.” “The sea is getting cleaner every day and the fish are returning. 
We are seeing a slow but steady rise in biodiversity and oxygen levels,” he said. But 
Kurum warned that finding a lasting solution would prove elusive if we do not save the 
Marmara "entirely" from the burden of pollution. Kurum called upon lawmakers to 

support the new initiatives and regulations concerning construction and how waste 
treatment facilities are operated. “Let us speed up the upgrade of waste treatment 
facilities across Marmara. We need to implement all structural changes within the next 
three years,” he stated. 
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Kurum said they have been investigating the potential sources of the pollution in the 
Marmara and so far, more than 88,000 inspections have been carried out. “We issued 

fines whose total amount is $13.5 million (TL 131.6 million) to 899 businesses and 99 
maritime vehicles polluting the sea and suspended activities of 140 businesses over 
pollution,” he said. The minister added that currently, only 46% of wastewater in the 
Marmara region is subject to advanced biological treatment, something they want to 
push to 100% within the next three years. “The reusability rate for wastewater will be 

increased from 1.2% to 5% in Marmara. This means recycling water enough for one 
month use for Istanbul (a city of more than 15 million people),” he said. 

Source: Daily Sabah; 05 November 2021 

 

 

BLACK CARBON AEROSOLS HEATING THE 

ARCTIC: LARGE CONTRIBUTION FROM MID-

LATITUDE BIOMASS BURNING 
- Nagoya University 

Researchers led by Dr. Sho Ohata of the Institute for Space-Earth Environmental 

Research, Nagoya University, Japan, Dr. Makoto Koike of the University of Tokyo, and 
Dr. Andreas Herber of the Alfred Wegener Institute, Germany, have revealed that the 
year-to-year spring variation in Arctic black carbon aerosol abundance is strongly 
correlated with biomass burning in the mid-latitudes. Moreover, current models 
underestimate the contribution of BC from biomass burning by a factor of three. 

Background 

Over the past few decades, the annual average temperature in the Arctic has increased 
almost twice as fast as it has elsewhere in the world. Although the main driver of this 
warming is the global increase in the concentration of carbon dioxide, various climate 

forcers and feedback processes amplify Arctic warming. Black carbon (BC) aerosols in 
the Arctic have been attracting attention as a climate forcer that accelerates this 
warming. BC emitted into the atmosphere by fossil fuel combustion and biomass 
burning efficiently absorbs solar radiation and heats the atmosphere. Furthermore, 
BC deposited on snow and ice can reduce their reflectivity and accelerate their melting. 

Most of the Arctic BC is believed to be transported from regions outside the Arctic. 
However, estimates of the relative contribution by a variety of sources to Arctic BC, 
and thus of BC's climate impact, still have considerable uncertainties. 

Research content 

The research group measured vertical profiles of BC mass concentrations up to 5 km 
high in the Arctic in March-April 2018, during the Polar Airborne Measurements and 
Arctic Regional Climate Model simulation Project (PAMARCMiP) led by the Alfred 
Wegener Institute (AWI) in Germany. The observations were carried out using the 

AWI research aircraft Polar 5, and Station Nord (81.6°N, 16.7°W) as the operation 

https://www.dailysabah.com/turkey/turkeys-marmara-sea-receives-new-environmental-protection-status/news
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base. Observed BC mass concentrations were compared with those obtained in past 
spring Arctic aircraft experiments (ARCTAS in 2008, HIPPO in 2010, and NETCARE 

in 2015) with the aim of identifying factors responsible for the year-to-year variation 
in BC abundance. 

Black carbon mass concentrations in 2018 were between 7 and 23 nanograms per cubic 
meter (ng m–3), which were comparable to those in 2010. On the other hand, 
systematically higher values were observed in 2008 and 2015 at all altitudes up to 5 
km. Even though each aircraft measurement was made over a limited area and time 

duration, these results reveal a significant year-to-year variation in BC mass 
concentrations in the Arctic spring. 

Results 

The research group found that relative changes in the year-to-year variation of 

"vertically integrated BC mass concentrations"—that is, the amount of BC in columns 
between 0 and 5 km altitudes—was generally consistent with that in biomass burning 
activities estimated using MODIS satellite-derived fire counts detected at latitudes 
north of 50ºN. Transport of air influenced by biomass burnings in regions between 
latitudes 45–60°N and longitudes 30–50°E and 100–130°E (western and eastern 

Eurasia, respectively) were likely responsible for the observed increase in BC levels 
during the Arctic spring. 

During PAMARCMiP in 2018, a pollution layer, whose sources were likely to be 
biomass burnings in the mid-latitudes, was occasionally visible through the windows 
of the research aircraft (Fig. 2). It is likely that more frequent transport of pollution 
from biomass burning to the Arctic had occurred during the observation periods in 

2008 and 2015. The research group also investigated the extent to which current 
numerical model simulations can reproduce the observed year-to-year variability in 
BC column amounts. The numerical models can separately estimate contributions 
from anthropogenic BC sources and that from biomass burning. The numerical models 
reproduced the observations relatively well in 2010 and 2018, when biomass burning 
activity was low, whereas they showed much smaller values than the observations in 

2008 and 2015, when biomass burning activity was high. These results suggest that 
current numerical models generally reproduce the contribution of anthropogenic BC 
well, while they significantly (by a factor of three) underestimate the contribution of 
BC from biomass burning. 

Significance of the results 

Atmospheric heating effects (positive radiative forcing) of BC in the Arctic are 
considered to be highest in spring when BC mass concentration is highest and 
incoming solar radiation is increasing. BC in spring is also important because slight 

changes in the timing of snow/ice melt can influence the radiation budget in the Arctic. 
The observations presented in this study provide useful bases to improve and evaluate 
numerical model simulations that assess the BC radiative effect in the Arctic. 
Furthermore, global warming has the potential to increase biomass burning in mid- 
and high-latitudes. This study suggests that these future changes in BC emissions 

could influence the amount of Arctic BC and its radiative impacts more than estimates 
provided in previous studies. The paper, "Arctic black carbon during PAMARCMiP 
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2018 and previous aircraft experiments in spring", was published online in the journal 
Atmospheric Chemistry and Physics on November 4, 2021. 

Source: phys.org; 04 November 2021 

 

ALASKA STATE AGENCY WITH OIL LEASES IN 

ARCTIC REFUGE SUES BIDEN 

ADMINISTRATION 
- Alex DeMarban 

The Alaska agency that early this year won leases to pursue oil drilling in the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge is suing the Biden administration over its orders that have 

halted activity there. The Alaska Industrial Development and Export Authority argues 
that the Biden administration has violated federal laws, including the Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act of 2017 that opened the door for the lease sale, according to the 32-page 
lawsuit filed on Thursday in U.S. District Court in Anchorage. “Defendants have defied 
a direct congressional mandate to facilitate development of oil and gas resources on 

the coastal plain of Alaska,” the state agency alleges. “Rather than follow the law and 
the science, defendants have engaged in a politically driven, systematic campaign to 
prevent any Coastal Plain development.” 

In January during the Trump administration’s closing days, the state agency won 
seven, 10-year leases to pursue development on tracts totaling about 370,000 acres in 
the 19-million-acre refuge. President Joe Biden issued an executive order on his first 
day placing a temporary moratorium on development in the refuge. This summer, the 

Biden administration suspended the oil and gas leases and said that an environmental 
review of the oil and gas leasing program for the refuge, conducted under former 
President Donald Trump, contained “multiple legal deficiencies.” In August, the U.S. 
Interior Department announced it would review the program, a process that could take 
more than a year. Still, the Alaska Industrial Development and Export Authority has 

taken administrative steps to begin planning for oil exploration in the region, though 
it needs permits from the federal government to carry out the exploration. The lawsuit 
names Biden, Interior Secretary Deb Haaland, and Thomas Heinlein, director of the 
Bureau of Land Management Alaska office, as well as other administration officials. 

Lesli Ellis-Wouters, a spokeswoman with the Bureau of Land Management in Alaska, 
said she could not comment on pending litigation. A U.S. Interior Department official 
said the agency had no comment. Officials with the state agency have argued that they 

are legally taking steps toward oil development in the refuge, as permitted by the 2017 
law. Alaska Gov. Mike Dunleavy said in a statement from the state agency that 
environmentally safe development in the refuge would support jobs and U.S. energy, 
adding the Biden administration lacks “any understanding of how the nation’s energy 
infrastructure actually works.” 

Alaska has been promised the right to drill in the refuge, said AIDEA Executive 
Director Alan Weitzner, in a statement from the agency. Delaying the leases puts 

https://phys.org/news/2021-11-black-carbon-aerosols-arctic-large.html
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Alaska’s oil-based economy at risk, he said. “AIDEA, Alaska, and Alaskans are due the 
full potential benefit of those leases and we will fight the federal government in court 

to keep its promises,” Weitzner said in the statement. A section in the 1980 Alaska 
National Interest Lands Conservation Act had made oil development a possibility in 
the refuge’s coastal plain, following congressional approval. Congress had long 
rejected attempts to allow oil and gas leasing in the refuge, until a Republican-led 
Congress in 2017 approved it and former President Donald Trump approved it. The 

federal government has estimated the coastal plain could contain billions of barrels of 
oil. But the lease sale generated no bids from major oil and gas companies. Major 
banks have said they would not finance new oil development in the Arctic. 

Source: Anchorage Daily News; 05 November 2021 

 

FINLAND, JAPAN, SOUTH KOREA, AND 

SWEDEN: A MIDDLE POWER PARTNERSHIP 

FOR ENHANCED MARITIME CAPACITY IN THE 

ARCTIC 
- Nima Khorrami  

Although no stranger to great power competition, the Arctic has been commonly 
described as a zone of peace and cooperation since the end of the Cold War. Such 
characterisation, in turn, has allowed for a broader conceptualisation of security when 
discussing regional affairs; that is, more attention has been paid to human security 
and the effects of climate change on the region. However, as climate change makes 

Arctic waterways navigable for longer periods of time, and as great power competition 
becomes the dominant strategic narrative of this decade, states seem to have begun to 
adopt zero sum views on each other’s activities in the Arctic. 

To this end, both Russia and the US have started to increase their military presence in 
the region, and NATO is being encouraged to follow suit. Meanwhile, regional and 
non-Arctic nations have begun to take measures and initiatives with the simple goal of 
extending their commercial presence in the Arctic. Yet, the Arctic’s non-binding 

and/or soft regulatory framework has remained unchanged, and disagreement on the 
rules of the road and responsible behaviour have been, and will continue to be, on the 
rise. This will be most prominent in the maritime areas where opening of the sea routes 
and the region’s vast resources have incentivised states to both develop their so-called 
ice-compatible maritime assets and also try to play a direct role in the formation of a 

framework for regulating maritime activities. 

With these developments in mind, this article makes the case for increased maritime 
cooperation between the four middle powers of Finland, Japan, South Korea, and 
Sweden all of which have, according to their official Arctic strategy documents, critical 
national interests in the region’s maritime affairs in spite of their common lack of 
Arctic coastline. Thanks to the importance of the maritime sector in their respective 

economies, put differently, it is argued that these trade-dependent democracies can 

https://www.adn.com/business-economy/energy/2021/11/04/alaska-state-agency-with-oil-leases-in-arctic-refuge-sues-biden-administration/
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immensely benefit from developing a coordinated maritime cooperation framework 
underlined by a logic of capacity building via capacity sharing. They can utilize their 

formidable expertise and knowhow in shipbuilding, sustainability, and the 
development of AI powered autonomous and smart systems in order to contribute to 
the emergence of a safer and expanded maritime and navigational zones in a cost-
effective way. In this way, maritime cooperation can go a long way in enabling them to 
maintain a rule-based order in the region’s maritime domain while further safeguard 

their own commercial and strategic interests in the Arctic. 

The Bonding Factors 

Calling for a maritime-focused partnership between Helsinki, Seoul, Stockholm, and 

Tokyo can be justified on three separate yet intertwined grounds. First, they all display 
the key characteristics which are commonly associated with middle powers including 
their reliance on, and vulnerability to, external trade and developments in the global 
market, their active participation in regional and global forums as a substitute for their 
limited resources, and their tendency to develop niche capabilities that are 

complementary to those of their main allies. 

Added to these are their strong bilateral relations as well as their similar domestic 

politics and foreign policy orientations all of which are underpinned by their 
adherence to democratic norms and values, an unequivocal preference for open and 
rule-based global trading arrangements, and a firmly consolidated strategic anchoring 
with the United States. Put together, their partnership in the Arctic could be both an 
extension of Joe Biden’s proposal for the formation of a democratic alliance and, 

perhaps even more importantly, the cornerstone of a future cooperative framework 
amongst middle power democracies9) for upholding a rule-based system both in the 
Arctic and beyond. 

Owing to their middle power status, secondly, there is an interesting convergence of 
their commercial priorities in the Arctic. According to their most recently released 
Arctic strategy documents, they all attach importance to environmental protection, 
scientific cooperation, science-based collective decision making, and the applicability 

of international law to the region’s maritime domain. Hence,while they all recognise 
the sovereign jurisdiction of the five costal states over their territorial water and 
exclusive economic zones (EEZ), they nonetheless call for the strict application of 
international law and law of the sea to the waters outside EEZs. 

Moreover, Seoul and Tokyo justify their demand for greater say in Arctic governance 
by highlighting the transnational nature of climate change thereby refuting the notion 

of exclusivity based on geography and/or geographical proximity that the eight Arctic 
states, albeit to varying extent, insist on. For their parts, and in spite of their desire for 
preserving the Arctic states privileged role in managing regional affairs, Finland and 
Sweden’s call for expanded cooperation with non-Arctic states has its root in their 
realisation that environmentally-induced threats and/or challenges in the Arctic are 

global in nature, and that addressing them requires international collaboration with 
like-minded nations. 

Since shipping is likely to be a major contributor to increased levels of environmental 
distress and pollution, second only to the extractive industry, it would only be natural 
for the quartet to collaborate on the development of green and smart shipping 
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solutions as part of their wider environmental and scientific agendas. Finland and 
Sweden have committed themselves to reducing and/or minimising pollution caused 

by increased maritime activity while Japan and South Korea attach significant 
importance to environmental protection and development of clean fuels and 
technologies as part of their anticipated increased presence in the Arctic. In this 
context, it is interesting to note that South Korea has in fact sought to shore up its 
cooperation with Nordic states in implementing its Green New Deal. 

Finally, these four democracies are commonly described as leading innovation 

countries with a traditionally strong maritime sector. Given the high cost of building 
icebreakers, the Arctic’s challenging and/or hard-to-navigate maritime environment 
and the dire lack of adequate maritime infrastructure in the region, they can utilize 
their knowhow and pull their resources together in order to expand the region’s overall 
maritime capacity for safer passage of vessels and personnel as well as faster response 

rates to incidents. By enhancing the region’s maritime capacity, in other words, the 
quartet can gain a commanding foothold in the Arctic’s maritime affairs and play an 
active role in establishing both legal and technical frameworks for acceptable and/or 
responsible conduct in Arctic waterways. 

The Quartet’s Maritime Capabilities 

Both Finland and Sweden are eyeing to become key players in the Arctic maritime 
sector by banking on their navigation expertise in icy conditions as well as investing 
in, and promoting, their world class icebreaker and shipbuilding capabilities. By being 
the main supplier of icebreakers to, among others, both China and Russia, one could 

argue, Finland is in fact already a key player in the Arctic maritime affairs. Moreover, 
Finnish icebreakers cost considerably less than the US built ones even though they are 
technologically in par with, if not superior to, their American counterparts. Sweden 
too can be a key contributor to search and rescue missions in the Arctic since its 
current fleet of icebreakers can be re-equipped and/or modified for rescue, 

firefighting, and oil spill cleanup operations albeit only in summer months when they 
are off duty. 

However, neither countries have the resources to be able to unilaterally satisfy 
increased demands for icebreakers as either a service or product, and thus it ought not 
to be surprising that Helsinki and Stockholm have already formed a partnership to 
“design and develop the next generation icebreakers”. Capitalizing on their expertise 
in sustainability, communication, and ice navigation, the new fleets are set to be 

equipped with state-of-the-art communication technology, AI powered navigational 
systems capable of monitoring and predicting ice sheet movements, and autonomous 
movement. 

As a leader in shipbuilding, smart city technologies, and AI, South Korean 
government, similar to its Finnish and Swedish counterparts, has made it a national 
priority to maintain and strengthen the country’s position in these sectors by helping 

local private entities to develop autonomous, smart, eco-friendly maritime ecosystem. 
As part of its national strategy to create economic growth via the development of 
technologies commonly associated with the fourth industrial revolution, “Korea is 
focusing on technologies such as autonomous ships, smart ports and improved 
navigation systems that raise efficiency and productivity through higher speed, quality 
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of service and a reduction in accidents caused by human error”. To this end, Seoul has 
plans to complete the construction of 12 smart ports by 2040 while work on 

autonomous ships and navigation systems has been underway since 2009 involving 
the country’s major shipbuilders including Hyundai Heavy Industries, Daewoo 
Shipbuilding & Marine Engineering, and Samsung Heavy Industries. 

Aware of the strategic importance of the sector as both a driver of economic growth 
and technological innovation, Japanese government too has been consistent in 
increasing its support for the industry. Tokyo has already put in place a well thought 

out plan for its shipbuilding industry with the goal of ensuring its competitiveness both 
regionally and globally. Developed by the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport 
and Tourism (MLIT), which is in charge of the sector, Japan’s vision is to “maintain a 
domestic building capacity equivalent to one third of world market demand and 
establish technical capabilities to lead the world shipping and shipbuilding industries”. 

In so doing, Japanese government has committed itself to providing generous grants 
for R&D, especially with regard to autonomous shipping and AI powered navigational 
systems, as well as assistance in terms of international marketing and provision of 
export credits and export credit insurance. 

Concluding Remarks 

It appears that beside important policy and/or doctrinal compatibilities between 
Finland, Japan, South Korea, and Sweden, there also exist critical sectoral and 
technical synergies which could be tapped into in order to boost and/or accelerate the 
emergence of a cooperative maritime framework. Should they seek to do so, their 

efforts would benefit from their widely acknowledged charecterisation as middle 
powers which in turn make their initiatives and/or partnership less susceptible to 
other states geopolitical scrutiny; that is, their status as middle powers would allow 
them to ‘operate under the radar’ and build on their already strong bilateral 
commercial and scientific ties to establish a quadrilateral framework for maritime 

cooperation in the Arctic. 

Given their respective expertise in AI research and smart city technologies, icebreaker 

building, and sustainable development, as well as a common track record of scientific 
research and monitoring in the region, these states are best advised to concentrate the 
bulk of their efforts on the development of smart ports, autonomous ships, AI powered 
navigational systems capable of mapping ice sheet movement, and autonomous 
maritime ecosystems. Their underlying goal ought to be safer, faster, and cleaner 

Arctic shipping. Doing so would go a long way in both strengthening their footprint in 
Arctic maritime affairs and fending off any potential efforts by the Arctic literal states 
to limit the participation of non-coastal and non-Arctic nations in Arctic maritime 
security discussions. 

In the context of the unique Arctic environment as well as these countries’ own stated 
concerns with environmental degradation, moreover, the two Nordic and Asian 

neighbours will be serving their own respective Arctic agendas if they collaborate in 
decarbonising Arctic shipping. And the good news here is that the foundations for such 
undertaking are already in place as evident in the case of MIRAI 2.0 between Japan 
and Sweden as well as the newly signed agreement on Green Economy cooperation 
between Finland and South Korea. 
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Notwithstanding the diminishing ice, furthermore, navigation in the Arctic still 
remains a challenging endeavor thanks to the unpredictability of ice sheet movements. 

One way of overcoming this challenge is to develop AI powered navigational systems 
cable of both mapping and predicting ice sheet movements with greater accuracy. Not 
only do these countries have the expertise, the political will, and commercial incentives 
for such undertaking but doing so would also enable them to collectively make a 
positive contribution to improvement of the regional system of meteorological 

observations which suffers from numerous gaps and deficiencies. 

Last but certainly not least, they can cooperate in both building modern icebreakers 
and development of smart maritime ecosystems similar to the One Sea Project thereby 
contributing to not just safer passage but also round the clock incident response 
capabilities. While having access to modern icebreakers is a prerequisite to any state’s 
ability to benefit from the opening of Arctic’s maritime passages, developing 

autonomous maritime ecosystems could increase surveillance, reduce operational 
costs, and therefore expand region-wide search and rescue capacity. 

Source: The Arctic Institute; 26 October 2021 

 

NEW PROJECT AIMS TO HUNT MARINE 

PLASTIC FROM SPACE 
- Oceanographic Staff 

The ESA (European Space Agency) has recently started investigating how to track 
marine plastic litter from space through testing plastic pollution within a realistic scale 
model of the Atlantic ocean. 

It is estimated that around 10 million tonnes of plastic are being annually dumped in 
the world’s oceans. However, even though we know how much plastic ends up in the 

sea on average, we don’t know where most of the polluting material ends up and where 
it goes. To tackle this widespread issue, the ESA is currently looking how we can 
control plastic litter better through using space-based technologies through dumping 
marine plastic litter into a realistic scale model of the Atlantic Ocean. Through this, 
the organisation hopes to analyse and control marine pollution better, while tracking 

its extent. Peter de Maagt, an ESA antenna engineer said: “Our goal here is to answer 
a few fundamental questions.” The model was constructed at the Deltares research 
centre inside the Atlantic Basin Facility in the Netherlands. Here, scientists can create 
realistic deep water waves through special wave generators. By using bottles, marine 
nets, Styrofoam balls and other plastic usually found in the ocean, the researchers will 

test how the material disturbs the ocean wave patterns, while the satellite will measure 
that very disturbance until January 2022. The ESA hopes that this experiment will give 
them a new way to monitor marine plastic litter with satellites that are already in 
space. Otherwise, “a decision could be made to produce a dedicated satellite”, 
according to de Maagt. He went on to say: “The initial results look promising, meaning 

that under certain circumstances the teams did receive useable signals, but there is a 
lot of analysis still to be performed. We aim to use the time between this test campaign 

https://www.thearcticinstitute.org/finland-japan-south-korea-sweden-middle-power-partnership-enhanced-maritime-capacity-arctic/
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and the follow-up, due to take place early next year, to identify gaps in knowledge that 
need further focus.” 

Source: Oceanographic Magazine; 04 November 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.oceanographicmagazine.com/news/marine-plastic-pollution-from-space/


Making Waves 

                                                                                                                             03 – 17 November 2021       

 

                                                                                    

32                                                                                                                                                
 

GEOPOLITICS 
 

MALDIVES REJECTS CAMPAIGN TARGETING 

INDIA; SAYS INDIA TRUSTED FRIEND 
The Maldives on Wednesday strongly rejected attempts to spread ''false information'' 
through social media using what it called the ''so-called India Out'' slogan and said 

India will always remain a ''true'' and a ''trusted friend'' of the Maldivian people. The 
Maldives government also asked all parties to act responsibly and refrain from 
spreading false information that could undermine the country's ties with its 
neighbours. ''India has always been the Maldives' closest ally and trusted neighbour, 
extending constant and consistent support to the people of Maldives on all fronts,'' it 

said in a statement. 

In a separate development, newly-appointed Indian high commissioner Munu 

Mahawar presented his credentials to President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih at a 
ceremony. It is learnt that there has been a campaign in a section of the media in the 
Maldives as well as social media posts attempting to target India and criticising the 
ties between the two countries. ''The government of Maldives strongly rejects attempts 
to spread false information through media and across social media platforms, using 

the so-called 'India Out' slogan, alleging that bilateral cooperation between the 
Governments of Maldives and India undermines the national security and sovereignty 
of Maldives,'' the Maldives government said. The statement said the government 
believes that ''false'' allegations regarding ties with one of the country's key bilateral 
partners are ''misguided and unsubstantiated''. ''The government firmly believes that 

these views are not the sentiments of the general public, but rather that of a small 
group of individuals with the objective of tarnishing the country's long-standing 
cordial ties with India,'' it said. The Maldives government's statement also reaffirmed 
that Male's long-standing ties with all its international partners are based on principles 
of mutual respect and understanding. 

''India will always remain a true and a trusted friend of the people of the Maldives,'' it 
said. It said the cooperation and support provided by India, specifically on issues of 

maritime security, is aimed at strengthening the strategic partnership and ensuring 
the safety and stability of the Indian Ocean region. ''Support provided by India, on 
areas such as search and rescue capabilities, casualty evacuation, coastal surveillance, 
and maritime reconnaissance, directly benefit the Maldivian people,'' the government 
said. 

Source: devdiscourse.com; 17 November 2021 
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SHIP-LOAD OF 'TOXIC' CHINESE FERTILIZER 

CAUSES DIPLOMATIC STINK 
- Anbarasan Ethirajan 

Why is a ship carrying cargo from China refusing to leave Sri Lankan waters despite 
being asked to do so by authorities? The answer is a crucial shipment gone horribly 

wrong, leading to a rare diplomatic tussle between two close allies, the blacklisting of 
a bank, and a group of farmers and scientists up in arms. 

The ship in question - the Hippo Spirit - departed from China in September carrying 
20,000 tonnes of much-needed organic fertiliser to Colombo. The order was placed 
after the Sri Lankan government suddenly stopped all chemical fertiliser imports in 
May to convert the country into the world's first completely organic farming nation. 

It's the first consignment of Colombo's plans to purchase 99,000 tonnes of organic 
fertiliser from Qingdao Seawin Bio-tech group, a Chinese company specialising in 
seaweed-based fertiliser, at a cost of $49.7m (£36m). So given the desperate 
requirement for organic fertiliser, why is there a controversy over this shipment? 

'Toxic, garbage, pollution' 

The issue is with the quality of the fertiliser - which scientists say, instead of helping, 
could prove harmful to crops. "Our tests on the samples showed that the (Chinese) 
fertiliser was not sterile," Dr Ajantha De Silva, director general, Sri Lankan 
Department of Agriculture, told the BBC. "We have identified bacteria which are 

harmful to plants like carrots and potatoes." They insist that since the cargo has 
implications for the bio-security of the country, it cannot be accepted. The decision has 
triggered an angry rebuttal from Qingdao Seawin. It has accused the Sri Lankan media 
of using terms like "toxic, garbage, pollution" and other derogatory words to "slander 
the image of the Chinese enterprises and the Chinese government". "The unscientific 

detection method and conclusion of National Plant Quarantine Service (NPQ) in Sri 
Lanka obviously do not comply with international animal and plant quarantine 
convention," the company thundered in a statement. As the controversy escalated, a 
court ordered the state-owned People's Bank to stop payment of $9m for the cargo 
already awaiting entry. The Chinese embassy in Colombo responded by blacklisting 

the bank for not honouring the payment to the company. 

The Qingdao Seawin has also demanded eight million dollars' compensation from the 

Sri Lankan National Plant Quarantine Service for the loss of reputation it has suffered 
following the controversy. And as all this unfolds onshore, the ship has not left Sri 
Lanka's waters. When Sri Lankan port authorities denied permission for it to unload 
its cargo in late October, Hippo Spirit moved away from the Colombo harbour and 
reportedly sailed to waters off the coast of Hambantota port on its southern coast. 

Now, latest images by the marine traffic website indicate the ship is currently stationed 
near Sri Lanka's south-western coast, not far from Colombo. 

The message is clear. The Chinese company is not willing to take back its cargo. 
Following recent meetings with Chinese embassy officials, Shasheendra Rajapaksa, a 
Sri Lankan junior minister, said they had agreed to re-test a fresh sample through a 
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mutually agreed third-party laboratory. "We were not forced into this, but they only 
made a request," Mr Rajapaksa said, adding "The current shipment cannot reach Sri 

Lanka". If the cargo is returned to China, that would be a big loss of face for Qingdao 
Seawin and the Chinese government. The company says it exports organic fertiliser to 
more than 50 countries, including Australia and the US. 

Put under pressure 

However, some in Sri Lanka have questioned their government's ability to withstand 
Chinese pressure tactics. Beijing has loaned billions of dollars to the country as part of 
its Belt and Road Initiative to build infrastructure in Asia. However, not all of the 
funding has worked in Sri Lanka's favour. For example, in 2017, China Merchants Port 

Holdings took a majority share with a 99-year lease in the strategically important 
Hambantota port after Colombo struggled to repay the debt incurred to build it. Some 
western analysts believe that Sri Lanka has walked into a Chinese "debt trap". But Sri 
Lankan officials insist that despite China's financial muscle, no organic fertiliser that 
violates current regulations will be allowed into the country. "We have categorically 

told the company that they can take the product back to China and send fresh samples 
from another batch. If it passes the regulatory standards, definitely they will be able to 
send another consignment of fertiliser," Dr De Silva asserted. 

A rock and a hard place 

While the officials from the two countries spar over the fertiliser, tens of thousands of 
Sri Lankan farmers are looking at a bleak paddy farming season without the much-
needed agricultural input. Rice farmers like R M Rathnayaka, from the south-eastern 
Monaragala district, say the government's abrupt ban on chemical fertilisers and 

pesticides has massively impacted the agrarian community. "We cannot convert to 
organic farming all of a sudden. Though it is better to use natural manure, the 
government's current approach is wrong", Mr Rathnayaka told the BBC. 

He suggested that the country should move towards organic farming "in a phased 
manner." Experts like Professor Buddhi Marambe from the University of Peradeniya 
add that converting to total organic farming will harm the agricultural economy 
because the yield of staple crops like paddy could drop sharply. "We cannot achieve 

total food security only with organic farming," Professor Marambe told the BBC. 
Following reports that the country's famous Ceylon Tea was under threat, and after 
countrywide protests by farmers, the government eased some of its rules on synthetic 
fertiliser. 

In the recently concluded UN Climate Change Conference (COP26) in Glasgow, Sri 
Lanka's President Gotabaya Rajapaksa said the overuse of chemical fertilisers had 
resulted in health issues like chronic kidney disease, resulting in his government's firm 

stance on curtailing imports. But some analysts point out that the decision to ban 
chemical fertilisers was to limit expensive imports - something the government denies. 
The country's foreign exchange reserves dropped to $2.3 billion by the end of October 
- and the government has already restricted the import of various other items in an 
effort to tackle the crisis. Regardless of the reason behind the chemical fertiliser ban, 

some say the government now finds itself in a precarious situation. It's facing the 
displeasure of Beijing while its own farmers and agricultural experts are up in arms. 
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Source: BBC; 13 November 2021 

  

CHINA WIELDS POLITICAL MIGHT TO COOL 

COAL PRICES, BUT WINTER LOOMS 
- Muyu Xu and Shivani Singh 

BEIJING, Nov 12 (Reuters) - In just 10 days after a blizzard of meetings and official 

notices, Chinese regulators last month nearly halved soaring domestic prices for 
thermal coal, the main source of power for the world's No. 2 economy. Beijing's raft of 
interventions underscored the extent - and some limitations - of its regulatory might, 
but the country still faces the daunting task of keeping the fuel cheap and abundant 
through winter. The price of thermal coal - which accounts for roughly 60% of China's 

electricity needs - more than tripled in the 12 months to mid-October after years of 
moves to curb overproduction ran into booming post-pandemic industrial demand for 
power. As soaring prices forced electricity producers to curb output, sparking power 
rationing and sapping economic growth, Beijing raced to boost production and bring 
in measures ranging from price targets to a crackdown on hoarding and probes into 

data providers. The most-traded thermal coal futures on the Zhengzhou Commodity 
Exchange plunged in the 10 days after hitting a lifetime high on Oct. 19, and were down 
56% from that mark on Friday. 

Spot physical coal prices at the southern port of Guangzhou also fell sharply and are 
now down nearly 44% from their October high. Prices for both, though, are still up 
more than 60% so far this year. "No other country could have achieved a similar result 
considering the scale and timeline," said Steve Hulton and Fabian Ronningen, analysts 

at consultancy Rystad Energy said. "It truly shows the power of Chinese authorities 
over the domestic coal market and the economy in general." The raft of interventions 
has spilled into the global coal market, with prices in major coal exporters Australia 
and Indonesia falling in recent days, and has left market participants wary of further 
regulatory meddling. And as colder temperatures across China crank up demand for 

heating and the need for more coal, Beijing is likely to face pressure to manage the 
country's power-generating fuel supplies and costs until well into 2022, analysts and 
traders said. 

'STEADY DECLINE' 

To reverse the months-long climb in the price of coal, Beijing held dozens of meetings 
with producers, utilities, railway operators and industry associations, producing a 
flurry of market missives and warnings. Some 71 power-related documents were 
issued by 32 national and local government bodies in October alone, according to a 

summary circulated among traders, chilling trading activity in coal futures, with coal 
open interest and volumes slumping on the Zhengzhou exchange. "'Never fight the 
regulators' is the mantra," noted Kevin Xue, senior Asia economist at Commonwealth 
Bank. Miners were urged to reverse course after years of efforts to curb overcapacity 
by shutting inefficient, low yielding or environmentally damaging coal deposits. So far, 

Beijing's cajoling has worked, with daily coal output scaling a record high of 12.05 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-59202309
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million tonnes on Nov. 10, the country's state planner said. Traders who attended a 
meeting called by the National Development and Reform Commission (NDRC) on 

Nov. 3 said the message from the top economic planner now was that coal prices 
should not fall too far and too fast. "With more coal capacity to be released and 
production to continue to increase ... coal prices are expected to continue to decline 
steadily," the NDRC said on Sunday. 

LOW STOCKS 

The recent swell in fresh coal mine supply and a regulatory change allowing power 
producers to pass on higher prices has helped raise electricity output for households 
and reduce the number of power curbs in effect since September. But analysts are 

closely eyeing China's coal stockpiles for signs of market tightness. Total coal 
inventories held at key ports across China - a measure which reflects both domestic 
production and imports - were at 52.4 million tonnes in October, according to the 
China Coal Transportation and Distribution Association. This is up 1.8% from 
September but roughly 20% below the October average from 2017 to 2020. Inventories 

held by key power plants as at end-October were roughly 38% below the average for 
that month from 2017 to 2020, according to Caixin Data Technology Co. The 
upcoming winter may also strain supplies, especially in open pit mines which can be 
affected by heavy snow - raising questions over the sustainability over the recent rise 
in output. 

And with heating demand now set to climb as winter sets in, China's State Grid Corp 
warned on Sunday there would be a "tight balance" between power supply and demand 

until Spring. Rystad Energy analysts expect prices to continue to retreat in the short 
to medium term but warned "the thermal coal market is still currently very tight so 
any supply disruptions or extreme winter weather events could easily send prices 
shooting back up again." "We expect price volatility to be high," they added. What is 
clearer is Beijing's commitment to steering the market, said Yu Aiqun, a researcher at 

U.S.-based Global Energy Monitor think tank. "The government can put its hand in 
the market as deep as it wants," she said. 

Source: Reuters; 12 November 2021 

 

SECURITY COUNCIL, RENEWING ARMS 

EMBARGO ON SOMALIA, AUTHORIZATION TO 

INSPECT VESSELS, ADOPTS RESOLUTION 

2607 (2021) BY 13 VOTES IN FAVOUR, 2 

ABSTENTIONS 
Country’s Important Input Not Considered in Text, Key Representative 
Says, Reiterating Call for Sanctions to be Lifted 

 

https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/china-wields-political-might-cool-coal-prices-winter-looms-2021-11-12/
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To enforce the arms embargo on Somalia, the Security Council decided today to 
reauthorize maritime interdiction of illicit weapons imports and charcoal exports, 

while also renewing the mandate of the Panel of Experts on Somalia. Adopting 
resolution 2607 (2021) (to be issued as document S/RES/2607(2021)) by a vote of 13 
in favour, none against, with 2 abstentions (China and the Russian Federation), the 
15-member Council, acting under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations, 
renewed and expanded the provisions set out in paragraph 15 of resolution 2182 

(2014) until 15 November 2022. In doing so, it authorized Member States to inspect 
vessels in Somali territorial waters and on the high seas extending to and including the 
Arabian sea and Persian Gulf which they had “reasonable grounds” to believe were 
carrying charcoal or weapons or military equipment, including components for 
improvised explosive devices. However, the resolution also notes that the arms 

embargo does not apply to weapons, military equipment, technical advice, financial 
and other assistance and training related to military activities intended solely for the 
development of the Somali National Security Forces. The exemption is also extended 
to, among others, United Nations and African Union missions in Somalia as well as 
States or international, regional and subregional organizations undertaking measures 

to suppress acts of piracy and armed robbery off the coast of Somalia. By the text’s 
other provisions, the Council, reiterating that Al-Shabaab’s terrorist and other 
activities have a destabilizing impact in Somalia and the region, underscored the need 
to target the group’s finances, improve maritime domain awareness, prevent illicit 
revenue generation, including from the sale of charcoal, and reduce the threat posed 

by improvised explosive devices. 

On State-building and peacebuilding, the Council called on the federal Government, 
in coordination with the federal member states, to accelerate the implementation of 
the National Security Architecture and the Somalia Transition Plan. Moreover, the 
Council called upon the international community to provide additional and 
coordinated support to help the federal Government and federal member states 
continue to develop their weapons and ammunition management capacity, with a 

particular focus on training, storage, support for infrastructure and distribution, 
technical assistance and capacity building. As for the mandate of the Panel of Experts 
on Somalia, which was renewed until 15 December 2022, the Council requested the 
experts to include gender as a cross-cutting issue in its investigations and reporting. 

The Council also requested the Secretary‑General to provide an update, no later than 

31 July 2022 on any further developments towards the normalisation of relations 
between Eritrea and Djibouti. The representative of the Russian Federation, speaking 
after the adoption, noted her delegation’s abstention and expressed regret that the 

Council could not reach consensus although it was within reach. Moscow could not 
agree on retaining a provision about Djibouti and Eritrea as the sanctions on the latter 
were lifted in 2018. Their current relation does not pose a threat to international peace 
and security and their outstanding issues can be settled through bilateral diplomacy, 
she said. The provision is outdated and has nothing to do with the Somalia sanctions 

regime; keeping that provision in the text is meant to serve the bilateral interests of 
certain Council members or putting pressure on the country they dislike. Further, her 
delegation could not agree on wording in operative paragraph 38, which compels the 
Panel of Experts to advance gender issues across its mandate without considering 
country specificity, she said, adding that such action is artificial and politized. 
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China’s delegate emphasized that Somalia has made considerable strides towards 
national reconstruction. The Government has updated its transition plan, 

demonstrating its ability to independently take security responsibility and take 
ownership of its own destiny. Based on the country’s request, the Council should 
modify the arms embargo so that the federal Government can enhance its security 
capacity and restore State authority. It is regrettable that the resolution does not 
contain sufficient adjustments. On the other hand, the resolution added new mandates 

against the general direction towards lifting sanctions. It did not address concerns 
about a leakage of financial information that posed security risks to some personnel 
and institutions. China had no choice but to abstain, he said. 

The representative of Somalia also noted his regret that, for the third year in a row, his 
delegation’s important input had not been considered. He went on record to request 
the removal of sanctions that had been imposed on his country in 1992. That arms 

embargo is one of the longest standing embargoes with the widest mandate, he 
observed. “Sanctions are a tool but not an end itself,” he added, stressing that they 
should be directed against the terrorist group Al-Shabaab. 

The yearly adoption of the sanctions regime for the past three decades should not be a 
monumental event, he continued, urging Council members to be guided by compelling 
evidence, not intuition or emotions. The implementation of sanctions should be 
regularly assessed and modified to defeat Al-Shabaab, he stressed, calling for the 

regime to be fully lifted. Evidence-based reporting is the best practice in modifying the 
United Nations embargo, he added, citing a questionable level of expertise in the 
reports provided. He encouraged serious consideration be undertaken towards 
establishing confidentiality and a redress mechanism in the Panel of Experts to 
address leaks and wrongful allegations. 

Source: reliefweb.int; 16 November 2021 

 

FOR A TRUE COMEBACK IN ASIA, BIDEN 

NEEDS A PROACTIVE TRADE STRATEGY 
- Ted Osius and Monica Hardy Whaley 

As world leaders prepare to gather for the annual Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
(APEC) Summit this month, one member economy will noticeably stand out. The 
Biden-Harris administration has signaled its intent to restore American leadership in 

the Indo-Pacific. Several cabinet members have already visited the region in the 
administration’s first year, and in September, President Biden hosted the first-ever 
Quad Summit at the White House. Just before the Quad Summit, the United States 
concluded AUKUS, which provides Australia with nuclear submarines in a bid to 
buttress maritime security in the region. 

However, in Asia, strategy is more than just planes, ships, and submarines — it’s trade. 
China’s submission of its formal application to join the Comprehensive and 

Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) the day after the 
announcement of AUKUS accentuated the absence of U.S. economic leadership in the 

https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/security-council-renewing-arms-embargo-somalia-authorization-inspect-vessels-adopts
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region since President Trump withdrew from the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) in 
2017. Since then, the United States has stood on the sidelines as Asia’s economies 

continue to write the region’s economic rules of the road.  The United States is serious 
about its offer to host APEC in 2023 as Vice President Harris announced during her 
visit to Singapore this past August. The administration now needs to start developing 
and publicizing an economic strategy for the Indo-Pacific with a proactive trade 
agenda at its core. We sincerely hope the “new, comprehensive Indo-Pacific Strategy” 

that Secretary of State Antony Blinken teased at his recent meeting with the ASEAN 
foreign ministers on the sidelines of the United Nations General Assembly emphasizes 
the importance of U.S. leadership on trade in the region.  

We understand that domestic concerns currently make rejoining a large multilateral 
trade bloc, such as TPP or CPTPP, very difficult. However, China and other countries’ 
interest in joining CPTPP also should be a call to action for the Biden-Harris 

administration: President Biden should build upon the hard work of the Obama-Biden 
administration by joining the CPTPP in some form. In the meantime, technology 
agreements can serve as a good first step by sending a strong signal to U.S. partners 
and competitors that America is back. Time is of the essence because a number of 
existing digital agreements and frameworks are already in place in the Indo-Pacific 

through existing multilateral arrangements. An alternative route involves bilateral or 
“minilateral” sector-specific agreements, such as Singapore’s digital economy 
agreements, which harmonize technological standards and systems with like-minded 
economies. Its Digital Economy Partnership Agreement with Chile and New Zealand, 
for instance, provides a framework to facilitate cross-border digital trade and is open 

to new membership. 

U.S. participation in rules-setting for the digital economy can also bolster economic 

opportunities for the global middle class. The digital economy is an incredible 
democratizing force. Not only is it accessible to any individual or business with an 
internet connection, but also presents low barriers to entry for businesses selling 
online relative to a traditional brick-and-mortar store. More importantly, the digital 
economy offers human capital development opportunities regardless of geographical 

location that can translate into high-paying jobs. Members of the U.S. Congress 
understand the value of digital agreements with Asian markets not only for American 
leadership abroad but also for their constituents at home. Within the Indo-Pacific, 
ASEAN sits at the heart of this digital opportunity. Multi-billion-dollar Southeast 
Asian tech unicorns, such as Gojek, Grab, Sea, and Tokopedia, were incubated by the 

world’s fastest-growing digital economy, which is projected to nearly triple in size to 
$300 billion by 2025. ASEAN has 915 million active mobile connections — a number 
one and a half times larger than its population. Foreign investors recognize the broader 
potential of Asia’s fifth-largest economy. ASEAN has received $338 billion in U.S. 
Foreign Direct Investment. That’s more than the United States has invested in China, 

India, Japan and South Korea combined.  

A forward-leaning economic strategy that builds on existing bilateral agreements with 

Japan, Korea and Singapore and the digital trade chapter of the United States-Mexico-
Canada Agreement is essential for the United States to reinvigorate its relationships 
with friends and partners in the Indo-Pacific.   Canada, the European Union and the 
United Kingdom have already underscored boosting economic engagement with 
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growing economies in Asia as a key component of their broader trade strategies. To 
prove that the Biden-Harris administration is serious about the Indo-Pacific, America 

must return to the negotiating table before it’s too late. 

Ambassador (ret.) Ted Osius is president & CEO of the US-ASEAN Business Council. 
Monica Hardy Whaley is president of the National Center for APEC. 

Source: The Hill; 11 November 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://thehill.com/opinion/international/580508-for-a-true-comeback-in-asia-biden-needs-a-proactive-trade-strategy


Making Waves 

                                                                                                                             03 – 17 November 2021       

 

                                                                                    

41                                                                                                                                                
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 

‘Making Waves’ is a compilation of maritime news and 

news analyses drawn from national and international 

online sources. Drawn directly from original sources, 

minor editorial amendments are made by specialists on 

maritime affairs. It is intended for academic research, 

and not for commercial use. NMF expresses its gratitude 

to all sources of information, which are cited in this 

publication. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cover Designed by Gayathri Rajesh, NMF Intern. 


