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MARITIME SECURITY 
 

8TH INDIAN OCEAN DIALOGUE: EYE ON 

CHINA, INDIA BATS FOR PM MODI'S SAGAR 

DOCTRINE FOR PEACE IN INDO-PACIFIC 
India, on Wednesday, batted for freedom of navigation and respect for maritime laws 
in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) and greater Indo-Pacific. Speaking at the 8th Indian 
Ocean Dialogue on Post Pandemic Indian Ocean, Minister of State for External Affairs 
(MoS MEA) Rajkumar Ranjan Singh advocated Prime Minister Narendra Modi's 

SAGAR doctrine, which spells -  Security & Growth for All in the Region. "India's vision 
of the Region is the pulse on SAGAR doctrine - Security and Growth for All in the 
Region as outlined by our PM encompassing political, security, economic and socio-
cultural spheres," Singh said. 

Singh further said that the doctrine envisions the Indian Ocean Region and the greater 
Indo-Pacific as a region of peace and prosperity based on a climate of trust and 
transparency, respect for international maritime rules, equal access as a right under 

the international law, peaceful resolution of the dispute and enhanced maritime 
cooperation. Singh's repeated reference to respect for maritime laws and peaceful 
resolution of disputes comes at a time when the global community is watching with 
caution, China's expansionist manoeuvres in the Indo-Pacific region. While the 
occasional presence of Chinese submarines near its Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZ) 

has alarmed New Delhi, Beijing's claims on Pacific Islands has disturbed its equations 
with Japan and other neighbouring nations in the South China Sea. 

US, Australia, India, UK and Japan have established the Quad and AUKUS dialogues 
in a subtle effort to counter the Chinese presence in the region. While China has often 
claimed that the Indian Ocean is not India's Ocean, New Delhi and its allies have 
carried out naval exercises advocating freedom of navigation in the Pacific Region, 
including the South China Sea. 

Source: Times Now News; 15 December 2021 

 

 

 

https://www.timesnownews.com/india/article/8th-indian-ocean-dialogue-eye-on-china-india-bats-for-pm-modis-sagar-doctrine-for-peace-in-indo-pacific/840698
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US WARNS CHINA AGAINST "CLAIMING 

OPEN SEAS AS THEIR OWN" IN INDO-

PACIFIC 
- AFP 

Jakarta: US Secretary of State Antony Blinken on Tuesday urged China to cease 

"aggressive actions" in the Indo-Pacific, speaking during a visit to the region, as 
Washington seeks to bolster alliances against Beijing. President Joe Biden's 
administration is trying to reset relations and reassert its influence in Asia after the 
turbulence and unpredictability of the Donald Trump era. Blinken's comments came 
in Indonesia, the first leg of a Southeast Asian tour, the latest visit to the region by a 

senior US official in recent months. In a speech outlining the US approach to the Indo-
Pacific, Blinken said Washington would work with allies and partners to "defend the 
rules-based order" and countries should have the right to "choose their own path". 
"That's why there is so much concern -- from Northeast Asia to Southeast Asia and 
from the Mekong River to the Pacific Islands -- about Beijing's aggressive actions. 

"Claiming open seas as their own. Distorting open markets through subsidies to its 
state-run companies. Denying the exports or revoking deals for countries whose 
policies it does not agree with." "Countries across the region want this behaviour to 
change -- we do too," he said, during the speech at the University of Indonesia. He 
added that Washington was "determined to ensure freedom of navigation in the South 

China Sea", and said Beijing's actions there threaten the movement of more than $3 
trillion worth of commerce every year. But Blinken also stressed that "it's not about a 
contest between a US-centric region or a China-centric region -- the Indo-Pacific is its 
own region", and said Washington wanted to avoid conflict there. 

Expansive claims 

China claims almost all of the resource-rich South China Sea, with competing claims 
from four Southeast Asian states as well as Taiwan. Beijing has been accused of 
deploying a range of military hardware including anti-ship and surface-to-air missiles 
there, and ignored a 2016 international tribunal decision that declared its historical 

claim over most of the waters to be without basis. Blinken also said Washington wants 
to ensure "peace and stability in the Taiwan Strait". US-China tensions have soared 
over self-ruled, democratic Taiwan, which China claims as its territory and has vowed 
to retake one day, by force if necessary. Blinken is seeking to highlight Southeast Asia's 
growing importance to US foreign policy on the trip, even as his administration has to 

contend with myriad other crises, from Iran to Russia. Countries in the region face an 
increasingly tough task of trying to maintain good relations with both Beijing - a key 
trading partner- and Washington, vital to maintaining the region's security. 

Russia is also trying to assert its influence in the region. 

After holding talks with Blinken Monday, Indonesian President Joko Widodo met 
Security Council Secretary Nikolai Patrushev, a high-ranking Russian official. After 
Indonesia, Blinken heads to Malaysia and Thailand. The US-China relationship has 
deteriorated over a range of issues from cybersecurity and tech supremacy to human 
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rights in Hong Kong and Xinjiang. Biden has largely continued Trump's hawkish 
stance on China, describing the Asian power as the pre-eminent challenge to the 

United States. 

Source: NDTV; 14 December 2021 

 

JAPAN EXTENDS $26M IN GRANT AID TO 

BOOST DJIBOUTIAN MARITIME SECURITY 
Japan on Tuesday extended grant aid worth nearly 3 billion yen (about $26 million) 

to Djibouti under the “Marine Security Capacity Improvement Plan”. Umio Otsuka, 
Ambassador of Japan to the Republic of Djibouti, concluded the arrangement with 
Djibouti’s Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation Mahmoud Ali 
Youssouf. The waters in the vicinity of Djibouti are important points for maritime 
transportation connecting Asia, Africa and Europe, and also because they are adjacent 

to areas of conflict and regions where illegal acts such as smuggling and piracy are 
carried out. 

The Djiboutian Coast Guard is aiming to strengthen its patrol system and the 
development of stable patrol boats in their waters throughout the year is an urgent 
issue, the Foreign Ministry in Tokyo said. This cooperation aims to improve maritime 
security capacity by constructing two patrol boats and a floating pier for the Djiboutian 
Coast Guard. Japan stated at TICAD 7 that it will support the development of the blue 

economy, including ocean security, in Africa, and this cooperation will embody it and 
promote peace and stability by strengthening the Djibouti government’s maritime law 
enforcement capacity. 

Source: Arab News; 15 December 2021 

 

BLINKEN IN INDONESIA AS U.S. SEEKS TO 

SHORE UP SOUTHEAST ASIA TIES 
- Humeyra Pamuk 

JAKARTA (Reuters) - U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken visited Indonesia on 
Monday, kicking off a short Southeast Asia trip aimed at strengthening relations with 
a region that has become a strategic arena for Washington and Beijing. In his first 
Southeast Asia trip since U.S. President Joe Biden took office in January, Blinken met 
with Indonesian President Joko Widodo, the first of several senior officials he will 

meet on a four-day tour that includes stops in Malaysia and Thailand. Blinken 
congratulated the Indonesian leader on his country's G20 presidency and expressed 
support for its Indo-Pacific leadership role, as a "strong proponent of the rules-based 
international order," State Department spokesperson Ned Price said. "They also 
discussed bilateral and regional cooperation to address challenges to democracy and 

https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/us-china-china-indo-pacific-china-actions-us-warns-china-against-claiming-open-seas-as-their-own-in-indo-pacific-2649815
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1987676/world
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human rights, as well as the climate crisis and the COVID-19 pandemic," Price said in 
a statement. 

Indonesia is Southeast Asia's biggest economy and its most populous nation. It is the 

third-largest democracy in the world, and also home to a third of its rainforests. Its 
foreign ministry said bilateral agreements would be signed regarding education, peace 
corps and a maritime partnership. Blinken will deliver a speech on U.S. Indo-Pacific 
strategy on Tuesday in the capital Jakarta, among other events, before meetings in 
Malaysia and Thailand on Wednesday and Thursday respectively. Southeast Asia is a 

key stage for a rivalry between the United States and China, the world's two biggest 
economies, with a heated battle for influence as the Biden administration seeks to 
reconnect with a region to which U.S. commitment was questioned under President 
Donald Trump. 

Blinken will pursue Biden's aim of elevating engagement with the 10-member 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) bloc and discuss the president's 
vision for an Indo-Pacific economic framework, a top U.S. diplomat for Asia said ahead 

of the trip. The United States has been pushing back against Beijing's assertiveness in 
the South China Sea, a conduit for $3 trillion of annual trade, and accuses its vast 
coastguard fleet of bullying countries including Vietnam, the Philippines, Malaysia 
and Indonesia by disrupting energy and fishing activities. China claims almost the 
entire sea as its own, and has rejected U.S. actions as interference by an outside power. 

The Biden administration sees closer engagement in Southeast Asia as vital to its 
efforts to push back against China's growing power, but Trump's withdrawal from a 
regional trade deal in 2017 has limited its ability to exert economic influence, while 
Beijing has sought to bolster its trade ties. The administration has yet to spell out what 
exactly Biden's envisaged economic framework will entail. 

Source: swissinfo.ch; 13 December 2021 

 

 

PATROLS NEEDED TO COMBAT PIRACY 
Cyprus is calling for increased naval cooperation and permission for onboard security 
to combat the scourge of maritime piracy, following an increase in attacks in the Gulf 
of Guinea. Deputy Shipping Minister Vassilis Demetriades said that international 
initiatives should combat piracy, adding that the phenomenon constitutes a menace 

for shipping and commercial vessels. Six crew from a Greek-owned containership were 
abducted on Monday near a similar recent kidnapping incident. The 5,500 teu 
Tonsberg, run by Technomar Shipping, was en route from Cameroon to Benin, one of 
the world’s hot spots for piracy and armed robbery over the last decade. This latest 
attack brings the total number of kidnapping incidents in 2021 to ten and the number 

of kidnapped personnel to 76, according to shipping news site Splash247.com. This 
6,000km long coastline, stretching from Senegal to Angola, has become a magnet for 
pirates, with 95% of kidnappings around the world in the first nine months of 2020, 
involving 80 crewmembers in 14 attacks, taking place off Nigeria, Benin, Gabon, 
Equatorial Guinea and Ghana. “Piracy constitutes one of the black marks and a 

https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/blinken-in-indonesia-as-u-s--seeks-to-shore-up-southeast-asia-ties/47186830
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scourge for commercial ships, particularly in areas where there is flare-up and is a 
matter which is of concern for the international shipping community for a long time,” 

Demetriades told the Cyprus News Agency. He said that Cyprus was “one of the first 
states to draft a legislative framework allowing for the presence of armed guards 
onboard vessels to protect both seafarers and cargo.” 

Closer naval cooperation 

The Minister added that it is necessary for the world maritime community to have the 
closest possible cooperation with the countries near where piracy takes place. “There 
should be an increased presence of forces in these areas acting in a preventive manner 
against piracy as much as possible, a closer cooperation with the governments of 

countries where the phenomenon is observed” and of course, vessels should also take 
their steps. In earlier comments to the Financial Mirror, the Cyprus Shipping Chamber 
had called for the international community to engage more actively to combat piracy 
off the Gulf of Guinea. 

The best way would be for governments to enhance their naval presence in the area, 
as some countries, such as Nigeria, do not allow anchorage to vessels with armed 
onboard security. The CSC, whose members employ about 60,000 onboard their 

vessels worldwide, said the situation remains “gravely dangerous” for ships trading in 
the area and for the seafarers. The sea basin is of geopolitical and geo-economic 
importance for transporting goods to and from central and southern Africa. It is a 
choke point for the African energy trade, with intensive oil extraction in Nigeria’s Niger 
Delta. “Any other route would take longer and exert additional strain on shipping 

companies, as well as seafarers who are already having trouble coping with the COVID 
restrictions around the world,” said Chrysostomos Efthymiou, a Marine Officer at the 
CSC. “This is why we welcome the different projects undertaken by key players such 
as Nigeria that have stepped up state services and taken control of the country’s 
maritime security.” 

Source: Financial Mirror; 17 December 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.financialmirror.com/2021/12/17/patrols-needed-to-combat-piracy/
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MARITIME FORCES 
 

USS CONNECTICUT PULLS INTO SAN DIEGO 

AFTER SURFACE TRANSIT FROM GUAM 

- Mallory Shelbourne 

This story has been updated to include a statement from a spokesperson for 
Submarine Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet. 

Attack submarine USS Connecticut (SSN-22) pulled into San Diego, Calif., Sunday 
morning after transiting the Pacific Ocean on the surface due to damage from a 
collision in the South China Sea. Ship spotter WarshipCam first posted a photo of the 
Seawolf-class attack submarine pulling into the San Diego harbor early Sunday. The 

submarine transited the Pacific Ocean entirely on the surface due to damage sustained 
in an October collision, several Navy officials confirmed to USNI News. The boat’s 
sonar dome became inoperable as a result of the collision, making it unsafe to travel 
underwater. 

“USS Connecticut (SSN 22) is in port in San Diego. The submarine remains in a safe 
and stable condition,” Cmdr. Cindy Fields, a spokesperson for Submarine Force, U.S. 
Pacific Fleet, said in a statement. Connecticut struck an unmapped seamount in early 

October in the South China Sea, a collision that damaged the ballast tanks and the 
forward section of the boat, USNI News previously reported. After hitting the 
seamount, the boat sailed on the surface to Guam, arriving on Oct. 8 for initial repairs 
and a damage assessment. The submarine left Guam at some point last month. The 
boat is slated to undergo additional repairs in Bremerton, Wash., where it’s based. It’s 

unclear why the submarine pulled into San Diego on Sunday morning. After an 
investigation into the collision, U.S. 7th Fleet commander Vice Adm. Karl Thomas 
relieved the boat’s commanding officer, executive officer and chief of the boat “due to 
loss of confidence.” The collision also lead the Navy’s submarine forces to call for a 
“navigational stand down” last month. “We have very rigorous navigation safety 

procedures and they fell short of what our standard was,” Naval Submarine Forces 
commander Vice Adm. William Houston said of the boat’s leadership last month. 

Source: USNI News; 12 December 2021 

 

 

U.S. AND UAE CONDUCT JOINT MILITARY 

DIALOGUE 

Pentagon Press Secretary John F. Kirby provided the following readout: 

https://news.usni.org/2021/12/12/uss-connecticut-pulls-into-san-diego-after-surface-transit-from-guam
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Senior delegations from the United States and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) met 
December 15-16 in Washington, D.C. for the annual Joint Military Dialogue (JMD). he 

JMD is the foremost bilateral defense forum for advancing the U.S.-UAE defense 
partnership, including reviewing shared security interests as well as discussing a wide 
range of strategic objectives for the relationship and challenges in the region. The 
delegations discussed a broad range of regional and defense issues, including threats 
from Iran; opportunities to expand cooperation as Israel enters the U.S. Central 

Command (CENTCOM) Area of Responsibility; current regional security dynamics; 
counterterrorism; maritime security; air and missile defense; and security 
cooperation.  Specific discussions focused on efforts to counter regional threats and 
U.S. global defense strategy, and DoD’s approach to China as the pacing challenge. 

The United States and the UAE reaffirmed their commitment to a strong bilateral 
defense relationship and recognized the UAE as a key partner in addressing regional 

challenges.  Both sides agreed on the importance of the U.S.-UAE strategic 
partnership, as one based on shared interests and shared priorities.     The U.S. 
delegation was led by Under Secretary of Defense for Policy Dr. Colin Kahl.  The UAE 
delegation was led by Vice Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces Lt. Gen Eisa al Mazrouie. 

Source: U.S. Department of Defense; 16 December 2021 

 

 

THREE AIRCRAFT CARRIERS NEEDED 

TO CONSIDERABLY ENHANCE 

INDIAN NAVY'S COMBAT 

CAPABILITIES: PARLIAMENTARY 

PANEL 
The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Defence has strongly recommended that 

the Indian Navy should have three aircraft carriers and suggested that the future 
acquisition plans should consider the requirement for enhancing combat capabilities. 
In its report submitted in the Parliament, the committee is of the opinion that a carrier 
each is needed for the two coasts whereas the third ship will be required to cover for 
the operational deficiencies given that the repair works on the large warships is a 

lengthy process. 
 
“Taking into account the long coastline and hostile adversities on both sides of the 
Indian peninsula, an aircraft carrier on both sides of the coast is quintessential to 
uphold operational requirements,” the committee recommended in the report, reports 

ET. It added, “However, repair work of a huge vessel such as an aircraft carrier takes 
a considerably long time. Therefore, to bridge operational deficiencies thus arising, 
three aircraft carriers are an unavoidable requirement to meet any eventualities.” "The 

https://www.defense.gov/News/Releases/Release/Article/2877472/us-and-uae-conduct-joint-military-dialogue/
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Committee reiterate their view that having three Aircraft Carriers will considerably 
enhance combat capabilities of the Navy," the report said. 

 
Source: indiandefensenews.in; 17 December 2021 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.indiandefensenews.in/2021/12/three-aircraft-carriers-needed-to.html
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SHIPPING, PORTS AND 

OCEAN ECONOMY  
 

DECARBONISATION WILL BRING NEW RISKS 

FOR SAFER SHIPPING, REPORT WARNS 
SHIPPING’s safety record has improved significantly over the past decade, with vessel 
losses down by 56% between 2012 and 2020, according to a major new study by 
Lloyd’s List Intelligence and class society DNV. This is the result of increased 
digitalisation, modern class rules, and tighter regulatory supervision, among other 
measures. This positive trend has occurred while the global fleet of ships has grown 

from 116,000 to 130,000 vessels of 100 gross tons and above. But the transformation 
of maritime has introduced new systemic and cyber-security risks that need to be 
assessed and understood before they can be resolved. The new report, Maritime Safety 
2012-2021: A decade of progress, looked back to identify 2014 as the year with most 
casualties related to the size of the global fleet, although the greatest number of 

casualties occurred in 2017. Casualty numbers have been falling in both categories 
since then. General cargo vessels and passenger ships saw the greatest number of 
incidents, with hull and machinery damage the most common cause of casualty, 
accounting for almost half of all incidents. As hull damage represented only 5%, 
machinery damage has been the greatest area of concern. 

Further analysis showed that vessels over 25 years old represented about one third of 
all casualties between 2012 and 2021. However, the proportion of veteran ships in the 

overall total has decreased. Perhaps surprisingly, there has been an increase in the 
number of incidents involving vessels between 10 and 14 years of age, which is almost 
entirely due to hull and machinery damage. The report reveals a predominance of 
casualty records in the Europe-North Africa region, which accounted for almost half 
the losses and ship detentions. It is likely that some incidents in other regions have 

been missed. “Transparency on casualty data globally will raise levels of safety in all 
regions,” the report’s authors state. Looking ahead, a major cause of concern is the 
potential safety risk — such as fire and explosion hazards — from alternative fuel 
technologies required for decarbonisation to meet IMO requirements to halve 
emissions from the global fleet by 2050. 

Writing in his foreword to the report, Knut Ørbeck-Nilssen, head of DNV Maritime, 
stressed that “the ambition must always remain to avoid incidents at sea through a 

culture of continuous improvement, even as the tectonic shifts of digitalisation and 
decarbonisation pose new safety challenges for the industry.” He added: “A human-
centric approach to design and operation is essential when developing new 
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technologies, automated processes, and systems to ensure they are focused on the end 
user, so that their potential can be realised in a safe and sustainable manner for the 

transformation of shipping.” Shipping’s transformation to a greener, more data-driven 
industry will not be without its risks, the report concludes. It recommends a shift to 
real-time risk management and a renewed focus on human and organisational factors 
to tackle emerging safety hazards. 

Source: Llyod’s List; 05 December 2021 

 

 

US, AUSTRALIA AND JAPAN STUMP UP FOR 

SUBSEA CABLE BETWEEN NAURU, KIRIBATI 

AND FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA 
- Chris Duckett 

The United States, Australia, and Japan have said they will provide funding for a new 
subsea cable to connect the Pacific island nations of Nauru, Kiribati, and Federated 
States of Micronesia (FSM). The new cable will connect the island containing the 
capital of Kiribati with Nauru and the island of Kosrae in FSM, before connecting with 

the Hantru-1 cable at the island of Pohnpei in FSM. A joint statement between the six 
nations said the cable would provide better connectivity to 100,000 people across the 
three Pacific nations. "We will continue to coordinate closely with the World Bank and 
the Asian Development Bank to ensure this project complements investments by these 
institutions to enhance digital connectivity in FSM, Kiribati, and Nauru," the 

statement said. 

Reuters has been reporting for the past year that the US has been warning Pacific 

nations about the risk of using Huawei equipment, with the previous process 
scuppered to avoid the former Huawei Marine Networks picking up the contract for 
the new cable. In 2018, Australia used around AU$200 million of its foreign aid budget 
to lock Huawei out of building a subsea cable to the Solomon Islands and Papua New 
Guinea. More recently, the Australian government ponied up AU$1.33 billion of the 

AU$1.6 billion cost for Australia's biggest telco, Telstra, to take control of Digicel 
Pacific Digicel Pacific has 2.5 million customers and 1,700 employees, with $431 
million in service revenue for the year to March 31, the majority of which location-wise 
comes from Papua New Guinea, with prepaid mobile being its best selling product. At 
the time, Telstra said the Commonwealth made the initial approach. 

Source: zdnet.com; 13 December 2021 

 

https://lloydslist.maritimeintelligence.informa.com/LL1139148/Decarbonisation-will-bring-new-risks-for-safer-shipping-report-warns
https://www.zdnet.com/article/us-australia-and-japan-stump-up-for-subsea-cable-between-nauru-kiribati-and-federated-states-of-micronesia/
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SOUTH KOREA ANNOUNCES INTENT TO JOIN 

REGIONAL FREE TRADE PACT 
- VOA News 

South Korea says it will formally apply to join a regional free trade agreement in an 
effort to boost trade and expand its presence in the global economy. Finance Minister 

Hong Nam-ki said Monday that Seoul has begun the process to join the 
Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP). It 
was formed in 2018 as a successor to the Trans-Pacific Partnership negotiated during 
the administration of former U.S. President Barack Obama in an effort to blunt China’s 
growing economic clout in the region. His successor, Donald Trump, withdrew the U.S. 

from the TPP shortly after taking office in 2017. Signatories to the CPTPP include 
Canada, Australia, Brunei, Chile, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru and 
Singapore. South Korea’s change of heart comes three months after Beijing applied to 
join the 11-nation regional trade pact, with Taiwan following suit just days later. Seoul 
is also planning to join the 15-nation Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership 

(RECEP), a Beijing-led free trade agreement that includes Australia, Japan, New 
Zealand and the Philippines. South Korea has been reluctant to join multi-nation free 
trade agreements because of opposition by the country’s agricultural sector due to fear 
of foreign competition. 

Source: voanews.com; 13 December 2021 

 

S. KOREA VOWS ROLE IN SUPPLY CHAIN, 

INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT DURING G-7 

SESSION 
- Kim Eun-jung 

SEOUL, Dec. 13 (Yonhap) -- South Korea's top diplomat highlighted Seoul's 
commitment to a greater role in building a resilient global supply chain and 
cooperating with major economies in infrastructure projects in the Indo-Pacific region 

during a recent meeting of Group of Seven held in Britain, his office said Monday. 
Foreign Minister Chung Eui-yong attended G-7 Foreign and Development Ministers' 
Meeting held in Liverpool over the weekend as a guest, along with representatives from 
Australia, India, South Africa and members of the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations. Chung called on the other participating ministers to coordinate responses to 

restore the global supply chain affected by the COVID-19 pandemic and expand 
investment in infrastructure projects in the Indo-Pacific region, his ministry said. 

He briefed them on the Seoul government's efforts to promote "open society" against 
challenges at home and abroad with an "inclusive" and "balanced" approach, while 
expressing concerns over human rights violations against women in Myanmar and 
Afghanistan. On the sidelines over the gathering, Chung has held separate talks with 
his counterparts from Britain, Germany, Canada, the Philippines and Australia, and 

https://www.voanews.com/a/south-korea-announces-intent-to-join-regional-free-trade-pact/6351877.html
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briefly met with foreign ministers from the United States and Japan, the ministry said. 
Chung met with his British counterpart Liz Truss and agreed to collaborate in major 

infrastructure projects in developing nations and step up partnership in digital 
technologies. In his talks with Germany's new Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock, 
the two sides discussed ways to expand partnership in global issues, including climate 
change and health care sectors. Britain holds the rotating presidency of the G-7 
sessions this year, and Germany will be the next chair. 

Chung also sat down with the Philippine foreign minister Teodoro Locsin Jr. to deepen 

bilateral economic ties in such areas as railway infrastructure and defense sectors. 
They acknowledged the need to quicken the process to officially sign their free trade 
agreement, which was concluded in October, to lower trade barriers. It needs a 
parliamentary ratification in the respective nations. He met with his Canadian 
counterpart Melanie Joly for the first time since her joining Prime Minister Justin 

Trudeau's new Cabinet in October to talk on cooperation on the Indo-Pacific region 
and COVID-19 response. In addition, Chung had a "pull-aside" meeting with his 
Australian counterpart Marie Payne to strengthen bilateral ties as the two countries 
are set to upgrade their relations to a "comprehensive strategic relationship" in the 
wake of South Korean President Moon Jae-in's state-visit to Australia this week. The 

two top diplomats agreed to expand strategic partnership in trade, carbon neutrality 
and key raw materials among others. 

While Chung didn't separately held a meeting with U.S. Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken, the two had private discussions on the margins of the Saturday reception and 
working sessions on Sunday, according to Seoul officials. "The two ministers 
exchanged their opinions about mutual interests on the Korean Peninsula, Northeast 
Asia and the Middle East, and discussed ways to expand the bilateral cooperation," the 

ministry said in a press release. He also briefly met with his Japanese counterpart 
Yoshimasa Hayashi for the first time since Hayashi's inauguration last month as part 
of efforts to improve strained bilateral ties over history-related issues, and the two 
diplomats agreed to expand communications via diplomatic channels, it added. 

Source: Yonhap News Agency; 13 December 2021 
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MARINE ENVIRONMENT 
 

SCIENTISTS FIND A NEW SOURCE OF A 

GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS IN THE 

SIBERIAN PERMAFROST 
- David Nield 

A major part of tackling the climate crisis is in understanding what's happening in 
Earth's atmosphere in terms of heating, cooling, and the factors playing into that. Now 

scientists have discovered a massive new source of nitrous oxide (N2O), one of the 
greenhouse gases causing our planet to warm up. This nitrous oxide source is an 
abundant type of permafrost called Yedoma, rich in organic material, stretching over 
more than a million square kilometers of land in the Northern Hemisphere. Here the 
researchers studied the Lena and Kolyma Rivers in northeast Siberia, finding that as 

the permafrost melts along the edges of the water, it releases between 10 and 100 times 
the amount of nitrous oxide that would typically be expected from permafrost thaw. 
"The high ice content of Yedoma makes it vulnerable for abrupt thaw and ground 
collapse, allowing rapid mobilization of soil carbon and nitrogen stocks after thaw," 
write the researchers in their published paper. 

"Along Arctic rivers and the coastal zone of the Arctic Shelf, thawing of Yedoma 
permafrost creates steep, tens-of-meters-high Yedoma exposures, where many of the 

conditions known to promote N2O emissions from permafrost-affected soils are met." 
Nitrous oxide is produced by microbes in the soil. While the gas isn't as abundant as 
carbon dioxide and methane in the atmosphere, it has a far more significant effect in 
terms of temperatures: It's almost 300 times stronger than carbon dioxide as a 
warming agent over a 100-year period. The researchers' permafrost analysis revealed 

specific processes in the Yedoma that were contributing to such a high N2O output: 
It's partly to do with the speed that the sediments are drying and stabilizing after 
thawing. While nitrous oxide emissions from the melting permafrost start off slow, 
they quickly increase over the course of less than a decade. What's happening in the 
soil as it thaws out is that the N2O-producing microbe population grows while the 

N2O-consuming microbe population shrinks. That changes the nitrogen cycle and 
means significantly more nitrous oxide is getting pushed out. "While it is important to 
remember that such high N2O emissions will occur in particular settings... these 
conditions are not limited to the retrogressive thaw slumps along rivers studied here," 
write the researchers. "Similar disturbed nitrogen-rich Yedoma with successional 

plant cover are widespread along thermokarst lake shores, coasts, slopes, and valleys 
across the Yedoma region." In other words, the conditions here – the high ice content 
of the Yedoma exposed to the surface (which means rapid thawing), the right moisture 
levels, enough time for the microbial populations to shift – are likely to be found in 
plenty of other places. 
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Previously, researchers thought that nitrogen trapped inside permafrost wasn't a 
particular worry as far as climate change is concerned because nitrogen cycling in cold 

Arctic soil is typically very slow (high N2O emissions usually come from agriculture). 
This study shows that much more research needs to be done into how much nitrogen 
could be stored in these cold landscapes, how quickly it might be released, and what 
the effects could be for global warming and these ecosystems as a whole. "The nitrogen 
release from thawing permafrost can substantially improve the availability of nitrogen 

in Arctic ecosystems, which, in addition to the direct climatic feedback in the form of 
nitrous oxide, may have important consequences on carbon fixation by plants and 
eutrophication of water systems," says environmental scientist Maija Marushchak, 
from the University of Eastern Finland. 

The research has been published in Nature Communications. 

Source: sciencealert.com; 13 December 2021 

 

SEAWALL PLANNED FOR UTQIAGVIK WILL 

HELP PROTECT THE ARCTIC ALASKA CITY 

FROM INCREASINGLY EXTREME STORMS 
- Alena Naiden 

The ocean near Utqiagvik was bound with ice last week, but strong winds opened the 
waters back up. Waves running freely can attack the shoreline and damage houses and 
roads. They can also slowly eat at the land — and with it, cultural sites as well as the 
sense of safety. “It’s a losing battle,” said Scott Evans, deputy director of Capital 

Improvement Program Management at the North Slope Borough. “Every day, we are 
one step closer to experiencing an event none of us want to. We’re basically rolling the 
dice.” A seawall planned for Utqiagvik is aimed at protecting residents from extreme 
storms while preserving their connection to the ocean. The North Slope Borough in 
November approved an additional $300,000 for the U.S. Department of the Army to 

complete the design of the Barrow Coastal Erosion Mitigation Project. An initial 
$300,000 in funding came last year. Since then, engineers have been making plans for 
a rock wall, taking into account the behavior of the waves, melting ice and the need of 
whalers, fishermen and other residents to access the ocean. 

Potential for severe impacts 

Severe coastal storms, such as those in 2015 and 2017, already lead to flooding and 
erosion around Utqiagvik. Evans said that last year the ocean surface stayed open well 
into November, and with ice forming later each year, strong winds have a longer 
window to form large coastal waves. “Our storm seasons are getting longer, the waters 

are becoming more ice-free, and our storms are becoming more severe,” Evans said. 
“We all know it’s a matter of time till we get hit by a big storm.” The U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers evaluated coastal erosion and storms in Utqiagvik and outlined main 
risks in the 2019 Barrow Alaska Coastal Erosion Feasibility Study. Strong waves could 
attack the bluffs on the south end of town, and the homes that sit on top could lose the 

https://www.sciencealert.com/scientists-find-a-new-source-of-a-greenhouse-gas-in-the-siberian-permafrost
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ground beneath them, engineers concluded in the study. Damage to Stevenson Street, 
which runs along the beach, could cut off residents close to the Naval Arctic Research 

Laboratory. “If it happens to wash out that road, how do we get back and forth to make 
sure that those folks are provided for?” Evans said. Residents could lose the only gas 
station in town and the only tribal college in Alaska, as well as electricity and internet 
access, according to the study. If the storm waves reach the lagoon area, they could 
contaminate the only freshwater source in the community, and “it doesn’t take a once-

in-a-lifetime storm for saltwater to actually breach the top lagoon,” Evans said. Sewer 
infrastructure and an old military landfill are also close to the coast, and if they are 
damaged, engineers said, contaminants could harm people as well as birds and marine 
animals. Every year the borough spends approximately $8.3 million on emergency 
response and uses most of the local gravel for obstructing and maintaining the 

temporary berm along the coastline. “Our public works folks are out actively in the 
storm repairing the berm while the storm is taking place,” Evans said. “If you don’t do 
that, (the berm) washes away and you have no protection, so it’s just kind of a big 
cycle.” 

Waiting for a wall 

To bring a more permanent solution to the community, engineers recommended 
raising and revetting Stevenson Street and building a two-layer rock revetment at the 
bluff area and the lagoon, said Bruce Sexauer, chief of the Civil Works Management 

Projects Branch with the department. The wall will stretch for about 5 miles along the 
coast, from the airport past Browerville and to the Naval Arctic Research Facility. The 
total cost for the project is estimated at $328.6 million. Federal funding will cover 65%, 
while 35% — approximately $110.5 million — will come from the North Slope Borough. 

The borough is paying for the design phase, but the first part of the construction 
funding has to come from the federal government. If such funding sources as the 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act move the project forward, engineers would be 

able to award a construction contract as soon as fall 2022, Sexauer said. “We would 
start construction as soon as we could,” he said. “It’s kind of a limitation of the funding 
right now.” Construction should start no later than 2025 to ensure residents’ safety, 
according to the study by the department. Residents are looking forward to the 
project’s completion, Evans said. “If something is not built, people are going to have 

to look at relocating somewhere,” he said. 

Maintaining access 

For now, engineers are continuing to design the first segment of the revetment 

stretching from the airport, planning the height and composition of the wall. Over the 
course of the last decade, engineers have done in-depth modeling of the northern 
Arctic Ocean, looking at the different storm scenarios from different data points — 
buoys, weather stations and even ships in the ocean, Sexauer explained. Now, they are 
putting that data into a supercomputer to generate wave conditions and see how the 

waves would interact with the shoreline and run up on a given structure. In Utqiagvik, 
they also need to consider water levels rising and ice forming later and later each year. 
The wall needs to have several layers of rocks varied in size to protect the shore and 
the beach against erosion. The ocean poses a danger for people in Utqiagvik but also 
stores such resources as whales and fish. “The sea acts as the store for most of our 
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residents,” Evans said. “All of our North Slope communities rely heavily on 
subsistence.” To make sure the wall preserves access to traditional activities, engineers 

are designing the revetment with access points such as walkways and openings for boat 
launches. “We’re working inside a community with a strong cultural history — with the 
local tribal entities and the whaling captains — to have a good understanding about 
the cultural significance of the shoreline,” Sexauer said. “One thing that’s particularly 
important for them is to be able to view the shoreline and access it.” 

Source: Anchorage Daily News; 13 December 2021 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE: GIANT UNDERSEA 

INTERCONNECTOR CABLES SAVE UK 2 

MILLION TONNES OF CARBON EMISSIONS 
- Victoria Seabrook 

Enormous undersea cables that allow surplus electricity to flow between different 
countries have saved Britain two million tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions this year. 

That figure is the equivalent of taking 933,100 cars off the road or planting 2 million 
trees, according to the National Grid. The data, shared exclusively with Sky News, 
covers January to September, so the overall amount for 2021 is likely to be much 
greater. Interconnectors "have a huge impact" as we transition to a renewable power 
system, said Duncan Burt, chief sustainability officer at the National Grid. As 

renewable energy is hard to store, these cables help avoid excess power going to waste 
by allowing it to flow to another country. If the wind doesn't blow in Scotland one day, 
the UK can power the grid with wind from Germany or even solar from Spain, instead 
of firing up gas. In turn the UK can sell power to the continent on really windy days. 
The National Grid has five interconnectors, effectively plugging the UK's power grid 
into those in Norway, Belgium and the Netherlands, with two more to France. The 

"Viking Line" is set to link the UK with Denmark from 2023. 

'Norway as Europe's battery' 

Norway's is "really important" because of its significant hydropower, which is very 

flexible, said Mr Burt. "Norway will basically act as Europe's battery. When we've got 
high renewables, we'll send it to Norway and they'll use that power, or they'll use it to 
pump water and store the energy in the hydro power stations. "And then when when 
we need power in the UK, the power will flow back from Norway to the UK," he said. 
Roz Bulleid from green think tank Green Alliance said that while the UK has made 

great strides in cleaning up its power, "we still need to kick gas plants off the grid and 
increase the rate at which we switch our cars and heating from gas to electricity". The 
National Grid also revealed that the electricity grid was its greenest ever at 1pm on 
Monday 5 April, with the lowest amount of carbon emitted per unit of power. Mr Burt 
said this was likely due to Atlantic storms continuing to power wind turbines, and solar 

power ramping up and demand dropping as the days got longer and warmer. 

Source: Sky News; 17 December 2021 

https://www.adn.com/alaska-news/rural-alaska/2021/12/12/seawall-planned-for-utqiagvik-will-help-protect-the-arctic-alaska-city-from-increasingly-extreme-storms/
https://news.sky.com/story/climate-change-giant-undersea-interconnector-cables-save-uk-2-million-tonnes-of-carbon-emissions-12497279
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GEOPOLITICS 
 

SECRETARY BLINKEN’S REMARKS ON A FREE 

AND OPEN INDO-PACIFIC 
- Fact Sheet, Office of the Spokesperson, U.S. Department of State 

Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken delivered an address on the United 
States’ commitment to the security and prosperity of the Indo-Pacific in 

Jakarta, Indonesia on December 14.  The United States is a proud Indo-

Pacific nation, and the speech outlined a shared vision for the Indo-Pacific 

and how we will work with our allies and partners to make this vision a 

reality. 

The Indo-Pacific region will shape the trajectory of the world in the 21st century.  It is 

the fastest growing region on the planet.  It accounts for 60 percent of the world 
economy and two-thirds of all economic growth over the last five years.  It is home to 
more than half the world’s people, and many of the world’s largest economies. 

Our vision for the region, centered on five core elements, is shared by many countries 
and peoples in the Indo-Pacific.  

First, we will advance a free and open Indo-Pacific in which problems will be dealt with 
openly, rules will be reached transparently and applied fairly, goods and ideas and 
people will flow freely – across land, cyberspace, and the open seas – with governance 

that is transparent and responsive to the people.  

• We are seeking ways to address challenges to democracy and human rights 
together with our partners – for example through the recent Summit for 

Democracy, which resulted in new commitments, reforms, and initiatives to 
defend democracy and human rights at home and abroad. 

• In response to the military coup in Burma, the United States has galvanized an 
international coalition that continues to press the regime to cease the violence, 
release all those unjustly detained, allow unhindered humanitarian access, and 
restore Burma’s path to inclusive democracy. 

• We will also promote freedom and openness by defending an open, 
interoperable, reliable, and secure internet, which is under attack by 
governments working to limit the Internet’s potential as an instrument of 
accountability, make the internet more closed, more fractured, and less secure. 

• At the same time, we are working with our allies and partners to ensure the 
region remains open and accessible for all.  We are determined to ensure 
freedom of the seas in the South China Sea, and we have an abiding interest in 

peace and stability in the Taiwan Strait. 
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Second, we will forge stronger connections within and beyond the region.  We will 
deepen our treaty alliances with Australia, Japan, Republic of Korea, the Philippines, 

and Thailand.  We will foster greater cooperation among these allies and seek ways to 
knit our allies together with our partners – as we have done with the Quad. 

• The Administration’s high-level engagements with the region demonstrate the 

importance of the Indo-Pacific to the United States and globally.  The first two 

foreign leaders President Biden hosted in the United States were from Japan 
and the Republic of Korea, and he met last month with President Joko Widodo 

of Indonesia.  President Biden has participated in multiple summits held by key 

regional bodies – the July APEC Informal Leaders’ Retreat, the March and 
September Quad Leaders’ engagements, the October U.S.-ASEAN Summit and 
East Asia Summit, and the November APEC Economic Leaders’ Meeting.  Vice 

President Harris also visited Singapore and Vietnam to advance our 
relationships with key partners and address issues such as strengthening the 
resilience of key supply chains. 

• ASEAN centrality is the foundation of the regional architecture.  We will 
continue to expand our strategic partnership with ASEAN, because a strong and 

independent ASEAN is essential to tackling urgent crises and long-term 
challenges. Additionally, President Biden will be inviting ASEAN’s leaders to a 
summit in Washington in the coming months. 

• We are also strengthening our strategic relationships with other regional 
partners, including through the Mekong-U.S. Partnership, just as we are 
connecting our relationships in the Indo-Pacific with our unmatched system of 

alliances and partnerships beyond the region, particularly in Europe. 

Third, we will promote broad-based prosperity.  The United States has already 

provided more than a trillion dollars in foreign direct investment in the Indo-Pacific, 
and we will meet the call from the region to do more. 

• At President Biden’s direction, we are developing a comprehensive Indo-Pacific 
Economic Framework that will pursue our shared objectives, including those 
around trade facilitation, the digital economy and technology, resilient supply 
chains, decarbonization and clean energy, infrastructure, worker standards, 
and other priorities. 

• We are shaping the rules of the growing digital economy to unlock opportunities 

for our people and ensure strong data privacy and security protections. 

• This week, together with Australia and Japan, we announced a partnership with 
the Federated States of Micronesia, Kiribati, and Nauru to build a new undersea 
cable to improve internet connectivity to these Pacific nations. 

• We also are working with partners to make our supply chains more secure and 
resilient.  The pandemic has highlighted just how vulnerable our supply chains 
are and how damaging disruptions can be, including shortages of masks and 

micro-chips, plus pile-ups at ports. 

• All the while, we will deliver the quality, high-standard infrastructure the region 
seeks.  Build Back Better World, which we launched alongside G7 partners in 
June, is committed to mobilizing hundreds of billions of dollars in transparent, 
sustainable financing over the coming years. 
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• The United States is also supporting sustainable and inclusive commercial 
activity across the region.  The October 2021 Indo-Pacific Business Forum, co-

hosted by the United States and India, brought together more than 2,300 
business and government leaders to promote economic engagement and 
highlighted nearly $7 billion in new private sector projects. 

Fourth, we will help build a more resilient Indo-Pacific. The COVID-19 pandemic and 
the climate crisis have underscored the urgency of this task. 

• Of the 300 million doses of safe, effective vaccines the United States has 
distributed worldwide, we have sent more than 100 million doses to the Indo-
Pacific.  We have provided over $2.8 billion in additional assistance in the 
region to save lives, for everything from personal protective equipment to 
medical oxygen for hospitals.  We have done so free of charge, with no strings 

attached. 

• As we combat this virus, we are building back better health systems in the Indo-
Pacific to prevent, detect, and respond to the next pandemic.  In ASEAN alone, 
we have invested more than $3.5 billion in public health over the past 20 years, 
and we have announced plans to invest tens of millions more to accelerate joint 

research, strengthen health systems, and train a rising generation of health 
professionals. 

• We have invested hundreds of millions of dollars more in clean energy and 
climate resilience projects throughout the region, providing clean, green jobs in 
both the United States and throughout the Indo-Pacific. 

• We also are working with countries throughout the region to build resilience to 
the existential threats of the climate crisis and accelerate the region’s transition 

to clean energy. 

Finally, we will bolster Indo-Pacific security.  Threats are evolving, and our security 

approach must evolve with them.  To do that, we will lean on our greatest strength: 
our alliances and partnerships. 

• The United States will adopt an “integrated deterrence” strategy that more 
closely weaves together all our instruments of national power with those of our 
allies and partners. 

• Our enhanced trilateral partnership with Australia and the United Kingdom 
(AUKUS) is a prime example; it will advance our strategic interests, uphold the 
international rules-based order, and promote peace and stability in the Indo-

Pacific. 

• President Biden told President Xi that we share a profound responsibility to 
ensure that the competition between our countries does not veer into conflict. 
Diplomacy will continue to be our tool of first resort in meeting that 
responsibility – ensuring the potential for conflict in the region is minimized, 
managed, and ultimately deterred. 

The United States recognizes that much of our planet’s future will be written in the 
Indo-Pacific.  Our enduring commitment to this region and our collaboration with our 

allies and partners will help us to achieve a free and open, interconnected, prosperous, 
resilient, and secure region for all. 
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Source: U.S. Department of State; 13 December 2021 

 

 

G7 MEET: JAPAN TO PUSH CHINA TO ACT 

RESPONSIBLY IN SOUTH CHINA SEA, SAYS 

FM HAYASHI 
- Aparna Shandilya 

Japanese Foreign Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi stated on December 11, that Tokyo 
aims to push China to act responsibly in the East and South China Seas, Hong Kong, 
and the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region. Hayashi was speaking during the first 

session of the G7 foreign ministers' meeting, which began on Saturday in the English 
city of Liverpool. The first session concentrated on China, Russia, and other regional 
issues. Whereas, according to Kyodo News, Japanese Foreign Minister Yoshimasa 
Hayashi and his Australian colleague Marise Payne have promised to promote Quad 
security cooperation, which also includes the United States and India, in response to 

China's growing assertiveness in the Indo-Pacific area and South China sea.  

Japan-Australia to ramp up Quad Co-operation 

According to the Japanese Foreign Ministry, Hayashi and Payne agreed on December 
11 in Liverpool, England, to elevate the two nations' special strategic collaboration to 

a higher level as part of efforts to establish a free and open Indo-Pacific. They 
emphasised the importance of a contract struck by Japan, Australia, and the United 
States, as well as Micronesia, Nauru, and Kiribati, to create a new underwater cable to 
increase internet coverage to the three Pacific islands nations, according to the 
ministry. Moreover, Hayashi stated that Japan opposes China's unilateral moves to 

alter the status quo in the East and South China Seas. According to NHK World, he 
stated that Japan is likewise deeply concerned about the human rights crises in Hong 
Kong and the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region. The ministers also discussed the 
diplomatic boycott of the 2022 Winter Olympics in Beijing. India, Australia and South 
Korea are taking part in the 2-day meeting, According to NHK World, members of the 

Association of Southeast Asian Nations are also taking part in some of the talks. The 
participants want to prepare a document outlining the outcomes of their discussions 
on security and human rights issues, as well as their plans to combat the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Japan-US pledge to boost alliance to counter China 

Furthermore, to fight China's growing assertiveness in the Indo-Pacific area and North 
Korea's nuclear and missile threats, Japanese Foreign Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi 
and his US counterpart Antony Blinken agreed on Saturday to boost their countries' 

alliance's deterrent and response capabilities. 

Source: republicworld.com; 12 December 2021 

https://canadianinquirer.net/2021/11/23/china-pushes-for-nuclear-weapon-free-southeast-asia/
https://www.republicworld.com/world-news/rest-of-the-world-news/g7-meet-japan-to-push-china-to-act-responsibly-in-south-china-sea-says-fm-hayashi.html
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G7 URGES IRAN TO AGREE NUCLEAR DEAL, 

WARNS RUSSIA AGAINST INVASION OF 

UKRAINE    
The G7 on Sunday said time was running out for Iran to agree a deal to curb its nuclear 
ambitions, and warned Russia of "massive" consequences if it invades Ukraine. 
Foreign ministers from the world's richest nations held a two-day meeting in 
Liverpool, northwest England, seeking to present a strong, united front against global 

threats. On Iran, Foreign Secretary Liz Truss, from G7 host Britain, said resumed talks 
in Vienna were the Islamic Republic's "last chance to come to the negotiating table 
with a serious resolution". "There is still time for Iran to come and agree this deal," she 
told a news conference. The final communique from the talks said Iran "must stop its 
nuclear escalation and seize the opportunity to conclude a deal, while this is still 

possible". Negotiations restarted on Thursday to try to revive the 2015 deal between 
Iran and world powers, which the United States withdrew from under Donald Trump 
in 2018. 

Iran claims it only wants to develop a civilian capability but Western powers say its 
stockpile of enriched uranium goes well beyond that, and could be used to develop a 
nuclear weapon. US President Joe Biden has said he is ready to return to the 
agreement and Iranian officials maintain they are serious about committing to the 

talks. But Tehran has been accused of backsliding on progress made earlier this year 
and playing for time. Truss's comments are the first time a signatory to the original 
deal has given an ultimatum for the talks. 

Russian troop build-up 

Britain, which hands over the G7 presidency to Germany next year, portrayed the two-
day conference in Liverpool, northwest England, as a chance to stand up to 
authoritarianism around the world. As well as Iran, Russia's build-up of troops on the 
border with Ukraine dominated talks, given fears of a possible invasion of the former 

Soviet state. Truss said there was "very much a united voice... that there will be massive 
consequences for Russia in the case of an incursion into Ukraine". In the final 
communique, ministers unanimously backed Ukraine's territorial integrity and 
sovereignty, praising President Volodymyr Zelensky for Kiev's "posture of restraint". 

All options, including wide-ranging political and economic sanctions, are on the table 
if Russia ignores a diplomatic solution, officials indicated.  A senior US State 
Department official on Saturday said "a large number of democratic countries" were 

ready to join the G7 nations of Britain, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan and the 
United States in taking action. Biden earlier this week held a virtual summit with his 
Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin to voice Western concerns. He is sending his top 
diplomat for Europe and Eurasian affairs to Kiev and Moscow next week for follow-up 
talks with senior officials. Russia says the military build-up is a defensive measure 

against Ukraine moving closer to NATO. Pope Francis also called for the situation to 
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be "resolved through serious international dialogue and not with weapons", following 
the Angelus prayer at St Peter's Square. 

China looms 

From Liverpool, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken flies on to southeast Asia as part 
of Washington's push for "peace, security and prosperity" in the Indo-Pacific region. 

Britain's G7 presidency this year has been dominated by responding to Beijing's 
alleged widespread domestic rights abuses, as well as creeping authoritarianism in its 
former colony, Hong Kong. Earlier this week, a panel of human rights experts and 
lawyers in London said China had committed genocide in its Xinjiang region by 
imposing population controls on minority Muslim Uyghurs. 

Beijing rejected the report, accusing it of "anti-China" bias. 

Ministers from the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) took part in talks 
with the G7 for the first time, with concerns high about security in the South China 

Sea. Truss said she and her counterparts were concerned about China's "coercive 
economic policies" and there was a need to counter them with their own initiatives as 
an alternative. "What we want to do is build the investment reach, the economic trade 
reach of like-minded freedom-loving democracies," she added. "That is why we're 
stepping up our investment into low and middle-income countries." At a G7 leaders' 

meeting in June in Cornwall, southwest England, the grouping unveiled plans for what 
it said was a more equitable global infrastructure fund than China's Belt and Road 
Initiative. The Chinese trillion-dollar scheme has been widely criticised for saddling 
smaller, poorer countries, particularly in Africa, with unmanageable debt. 

Source: france24.com; 12 December 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.france24.com/en/europe/20211212-g7-urges-iran-to-agree-nuclear-deal-warns-russia-against-invasion-of-ukraine
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