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MARITIME SECURITY 
 

PIRATES PLAGUE MEXICO’S OFFSHORE OIL 

PLATFORMS 
- Charles Kennedy 

Incidents of piracy in the Mexican waters in the Gulf of Mexico have led to calls to 

Mexico’s Navy to increase its presence in the area where pirate attacks on vessels and 
oil platforms have been rising in recent years. According to InSight Crime, Mexico’s 

authorities have failed to adequately respond and proactively work to prevent pirate 
attacks in the southern part of the Gulf of Mexico. Last year, the U.S. Maritime 

Administration issued warnings after four reported attacks on vessels in the Bay of 

Campeche area in the southern Gulf of Mexico, involving crew injuries and theft. 

Incidents have even spread to oil platforms. 

Last month, for example, armed thieves, which Mexican media called ‘pirates’, 

attacked the Sandunga oil platform in the Bay of Campeche, stole equipment and 

belongings of rig workers, and fled with speed boats which they used to approach and 
board the platform, owned by the Mexican oilfield services supply company Goimar. 

There was gunfire, but no casualties were reported in this particular incident. 

Mexico has been saying since last year that it is cracking down on the piracy in the Gulf 
of Mexico, but rig workers say the Navy presence is not enough. The Navy should 

constantly patrol the Bay of Campeche, oil platform workers tell Mexican media. 

According to InSight Crime, very little is known about the ‘pirates’ in the southern Gulf 
of Mexico, but no connection with major criminal groups has been established. Last 

year, researchers from the World Maritime University in Malmö, Sweden, wrote in a 
paper that piracy and armed robbery in the Southern part of the Gulf of Mexico had 

jumped in recent years. The researchers documented 11 serious security incidents 

against ships for the first half of 2020 alone. They recommended ports in the area to 
increase security and to have the Southern part of the Gulf of Mexico declared as a 

High Risk Area (HRA).  

Source: oilprice.com; 02 August 2021 

 

EASTERN FLEET SHIPS ON OVERSEAS 

OPERATIONAL DEPLOYMENT 
In pursuit of India’s ‘Act East’ policy and to enhance military cooperation with friendly 

countries, a Task Force of Indian Navy’s Eastern Fleet is scheduled to proceed on an 
Overseas Deployment to South East Asia, the South China Sea and Western Pacific 

https://oilprice.com/Latest-Energy-News/World-News/Pirates-Plague-Mexicos-Offshore-Oil-Platforms.html
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from early August 2021 for over two months. The deployment of the Indian Navy ships 
seeks to underscore the operational reach, peaceful presence and solidarity with 

friendly countries towards ensuring good order in the maritime domain and to 
strengthen existing bonds between India and countries of the Indo Pacific. The Indian 

Naval task group comprises Guided Missile Destroyer Ranvijay, Guided Missile 

Frigate Shivalik, Anti-Submarine Corvette Kadmatt and Guided Missile Corvette Kora. 
The latter three ships are indigenously designed and are equipped with a versatile 

array of weapons and sensors, and are Made in India by Defence Shipyards. 

During the deployment in the Indo Pacific, the ships are scheduled to participate in 
bilateral exercises with Vietnamese Peoples’ Navy, Republic of Philippines Navy, 

Republic of Singapore Navy (SIMBEX), Indonesian Navy (Samudra Shakti) and Royal 

Australian Navy (AUS-INDEX). Further, they would also participate in multilateral 
exercise MALABAR-21 alongside the Japanese Maritime Self Defence Force, Royal 

Australian Navy and the United States Navy in Western Pacific. 

The Indian Navy undertakes regular deployments to friendly foreign countries and 
Indian and the Pacific Ocean regions in furtherance of the Prime Minister’s initiative 

of ‘Security and Growth for All in the Region – SAGAR’. Further, such engagements 
build ‘Bridges of Friendship’ and strengthen international cooperation. These 

maritime initiatives enhance synergy and coordination between the Indian Navy and 

friendly countries, based on common maritime interests and commitment towards 
Freedom of Navigation at sea. Besides regular port calls, the task group will operate in 

conjunction with friendly navies, to build military relations and develop 
interoperability in the conduct of maritime operations. 

Source: indiannavy.nic.in; 02 August 2021  

 

 

BRITISH AND CHINESE AIRCRAFT CARRIERS 

BOTH UNDERWAY IN THE TENSE SOUTH 

CHINA SEA (UPDATED) 
- Thomas Newdick 

Satellite imagery has emerged that indicates that the U.K. Royal Navy aircraft carrier 
HMS Queen Elizabeth is underway in the South China Sea while the Chinese People’s 

Liberation Army Navy flattop Shandong is also in these waters, though the two ships 

look to be sailing on opposite sides of the disputed body of water, at least for now. The 
appearance of the British flagship in the South China Sea had been anticipated, but it 

still carries a significant message as the United Kingdom and its allies look to further 
challenge China’s expansive territorial claims in this region. 

Using satellite imagery provided by the European Space Agency and NASA/U.S. 

Geological Survey, Twitter user @duandang appears to have located the two aircraft 
carriers in the South China Sea, separated by around 580 nautical miles of water. The 

Shandong looks to be underway just south of Hainan Island, where it is home-ported 

https://indiannavy.nic.in/content/eastern-fleet-ships-overseas-operational-deployment
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within a huge People’s Liberation Army Navy (PLAN) base. Meanwhile, the imagery 
indicates that HMS Queen Elizabeth is somewhere between the coast of Vietnam and 

the island of Borneo. According to the Hong Kong-based South China Morning Post, 
HMS Queen Elizabeth entered the South China Sea for the first time on Monday. The 

same source noted that the “relationship between Beijing and London is expected to 

deteriorate further as Britain carries out military and economic actions that frustrate 
Beijing’s ambitions” in this region. On the British side, there has apparently been no 

official confirmation so far of CSG21’s presence in these waters. 

HMS Queen Elizabeth is currently undertaking its first operational cruise, as part of 
Carrier Strike Group 21 (CSG21), which also includes the Royal Navy Type 45 

destroyers HMS Diamond and HMS Defender, the Type 23 frigates HMS 

Northumberland and HMS Kent, an Astute class nuclear-powered attack submarine 
(apparently HMS Artful), and two Royal Fleet Auxiliary support ships, RFA Tideforce 

and RFA Fort Victoria. Also within CSG21 are the U.S. Navy’s Arleigh Burke class 
destroyer USS The Sullivans and the Dutch Navy’s De Zeven Provincien class destroyer 

HNLMS Evertsen. Meanwhile, HMS Queen Elizabeth is embarking eight F-35B short 

takeoff and vertical landing (STOVL) stealth fighters from the U.K. Royal Air Force 
(RAF). There are another 10 of these jets onboard the ship from the U.S. Marines 

Corps’ Marine Fighter Attack Squadron (VMFA) 211, the “Wake Island Avengers,” 
which is currently under British command. Royal Navy rotary-wing assets comprise 

Wildcat HMA2 multirole helicopters, anti-submarine warfare and airborne early 

warning and control Merlin HM2 helicopters, and Commando Merlin helicopters. 
Other helicopters are assigned to the U.S. Navy and Dutch Navy destroyers within 

CSG21, too. At the same time that CSG21 appears to be underway in the South China 
Sea, these same waters are also hosting a U.S. Navy Surface Action Group, or SAG, 

which is drawn from three U.S. 7th Fleet task forces and includes the Arleigh Burke 

class destroyer USS Kidd and the Independence class Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) USS 
Tulsa. This is, according to the Navy, the first time a deployed LCS and a guided-

missile destroyer have joined to form a surface task group, with the LCS having had a 
notably troubled service career so far. 

Although unconfirmed, there are meanwhile reports of PLAN maneuvers underway 

around Hainan, which could involve the Shandong. This is China’s second aircraft 
carrier, constructed in China along very similar design principles to the former 

Kuznetsov class carrier Liaoning, and which has been in service since late 2019.  Also 

within CSG21 are the U.S. Navy’s Arleigh Burke class destroyer USS The Sullivans and 
the Dutch Navy’s De Zeven Provincien class destroyer HNLMS Evertsen. Meanwhile, 

HMS Queen Elizabeth is embarking eight F-35B short takeoff and vertical landing 
(STOVL) stealth fighters from the U.K. Royal Air Force (RAF). There are another 10 of 

these jets onboard the ship from the U.S. Marines Corps’ Marine Fighter Attack 

Squadron (VMFA) 211, the “Wake Island Avengers,” which is currently under British 
command. 

Royal Navy rotary-wing assets comprise Wildcat HMA2 multirole helicopters, anti-

submarine warfare and airborne early warning and control Merlin HM2 helicopters, 
and Commando Merlin helicopters. Other helicopters are assigned to the U.S. Navy 

and Dutch Navy destroyers within CSG21, too. At the same time that CSG21 appears 

to be underway in the South China Sea, these same waters are also hosting a U.S. Navy 
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Surface Action Group, or SAG, which is drawn from three U.S. 7th Fleet task forces 
and includes the Arleigh Burke class destroyer USS Kidd and the Independence class 

Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) USS Tulsa. This is, according to the Navy, the first time a 
deployed LCS and a guided-missile destroyer have joined to form a surface task group, 

with the LCS having had a notably troubled service career so far. Although 

unconfirmed, there are meanwhile reports of PLAN maneuvers underway around 
Hainan, which could involve the Shandong. This is China’s second aircraft carrier, 

constructed in China along very similar design principles to the former Kuznetsov class 
carrier Liaoning, and which has been in service since late 2019. If it is taking part in 

an exercise of significant size and scope, the Shandong would also be accompanied by 

its own support assets. When the carrier’s sister vessel, Liaoning, was underway in 
Japan’s Miyako Strait earlier this year, it was reportedly joined by two Type 052D 

Luyang class destroyers, one Type 055 Renhai class destroyer, one Type 054A Jiangkai 
class II frigate, and one Type 901 Fuyu class fast combat support ship. 

That CSG21 would enter the South China Sea had long been expected, as part of the 

26,000-nautical-mile cruise that plans to take in visits to 40 nations, as well as various 

bilateral and multinational exercises. In a statement in April, U.K. Defense Secretary 
Ben Wallace said: “When our Carrier Strike Group sets sail next month, it will be flying 

the flag for Global Britain — projecting our influence, signaling our power, engaging 
with our friends and reaffirming our commitment to addressing the security 

challenges of today and tomorrow.” Although not making specific reference to the 

South China Sea, before the departure of CSG21, the U.K. Ministry of Defense also 
noted that the deployment was “intended to bolster already deep defense partnerships 

in the Pacific region, where the UK is committed to a more enduring regional defense 
and security presence.” The arrival of CSG21 is part of a wider uptick in U.K. interest 

in the South China Sea, and the Royal Navy plans to permanently assign two Offshore 

Patrol Vessels, HMS Spey and HMS Tamar, to the Indo-Pacific region from August 
this year, as well as contributing a Littoral Response Group (LRG) in the future. The 

United Kingdom, alongside the United States and other allies, both regional and 
interregional, have been keeping a close eye on developments in the South China Sea, 

where the waters have long been disputed, with competing territorial claims from 

China as well as Brunei, Malaysia, the Philippines, Taiwan, and Vietnam. 

In particular, the island chains of the Paracels and the Spratlys, home to significant 

natural resources, are subject to claims by different nations, while there are also 

territorial disputes over a variety of atolls, sandbanks, and reefs, including the 
Scarborough Shoal, which is subject to a dispute between the Philippines and China. 

As part of its wide-ranging claims in the region, manifested in the “nine-dash line,” 
China has embarked on efforts to build and arm artificial islands, as well as stepping 

up naval patrols by its warships and aircraft. In response, the U.S. Navy, in particular, 

has sent military vessels and aircraft on “freedom of navigation” operations, or 
FONOPs, in the South China Sea, demonstrating its commitment to keeping access 

open to vital shipping and air routes. With a variety of vessels and aircraft involved, 
CSG21 is now well placed to carry out similar operations, with the option for elements 

of CSG21 to break away and potentially take part in their own FONOPs, as HMS Daring 

and HNLMS Evertsen did recently in the Black Sea. 
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Earlier this year, the Theodore Roosevelt Carrier Strike Group and the Makin Island 
Amphibious Ready Group (ARG) conducted a coordinated exercise in the South China 

Sea, while the Liaoning and its carrier strike group were in the same waters. At the 
same time, China and the Philippines were involved in a dispute as more than 200 

Chinese vessels occupied an area in the West Philippines Sea known as Whitsun Reef. 

As the U.S. State Department expressed its concern about China’s maritime activities, 
China’s foreign minister spokesman Zhao Lijian responded accused the United States 

of “inciting quarrels and sowing discord.” The PLAN has also been increasingly 
assertive recently in enforcing its disputed claims in the region, including reports from 

Beijing that its military chased an American warship out of the South China Sea. While 

that is disputed, the potential risks for anyone conducting FONOPs are clear. 

Against the backdrop of these developments, and accusations of militarization of the 
South China Sea from different parties, it’s not surprising that many analysts have 

identified the area as a potential flashpoint and one which could have enormous 
repercussions. All in all, the strategic and economic significance of the South China 

Sea is beyond doubt and it’s now clear that the United Kingdom, too, is increasingly 

willing to show its presence in these waters, within which it has been estimated that 
up to a third of all maritime trade passes, by volume.  Before it arrived in the South 

China Sea, CSG21 had taken part in Exercise Konkan with the Indian Navy in the Bay 
of Bengal. As it passed Singapore, heading east, there was a chance to take part in drills 

with the Republic of Singapore Navy, which provided the Formidable class frigate RSS 

Intrepid, the Independence class littoral mission vessel RSS Unity, and the Endurance 
class landing ship tank RSS Resolution. 

Other recent maneuvers included linking up with one of her American counterparts, 

the Nimitz class USS Ronald Reagan, as well as the Wasp class amphibious assault 
ship USS Iwo Jima, among other warships, for a major exercise in the Gulf of Aden, 

which you can read about here. Somewhat unusually, there is currently no U.S. Navy 
carrier presently operating anywhere in the Western Pacific. In previous weeks, CSG21 

had been active in the eastern Mediterranean, where it launched its first combat 

missions, its F-35Bs joining the international coalition fighting ISIS in the Middle 
East. While in the Mediterranean, the Carrier Strike Group also attracted attention 

from Russian Navy assets based in Syria, while Russian warships were in turn 
shadowed by the carrier’s F-35Bs. So far, CSG21’s activities in the South China Sea 

have been low-profile, but that may well change, and it also remains to be seen just 

how Beijing will respond to this new development. 

July 30: China has now issued a formal response to operations by CSG21 in the South 
China Sea. “The action should never try to destabilize regional peace, including the 

latest military collaboration between the UK and Japan,” Wu Qian, a spokesman from 
China’s Ministry of Defense, said. “The Chinese navy will take any necessary actions 

to counter-measure such behavior.” 

Meanwhile, China’s Global Times has issued a report declaring that “the very idea of a 

British presence in the South China Sea is dangerous.” The report warns that “If 
London tries to establish a military presence in the region with geopolitical 

significance, it will only disrupt the status quo in the region […] And if there is any real 
action against China, it is looking for a defeat.” So far, the U.K. Ministry of Defense has 

not issued a direct statement about CSG21 now being in the South China Sea. However, 
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Commodore Steve Moorhouse, commander of the U.K. Carrier Strike Group tweeted 
on July 27 that “Last night we also passed close to the resting place of the previous 

Prince of Wales and Repulse.” Those two warships were sunk by the Japanese in the 
South China Sea during World War II and now rest off the coast of Malaysia. 

Source: thdrive.com; 29 July 2021 

 

SHIP TIED TO ISRAELI BILLIONAIRE 

ATTACKED OFF OMAN, 2 KILLED 
- Jon Gambrell 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) — An attack on an oil tanker linked to an Israeli 

billionaire killed two crew members off Oman in the Arabian Sea, authorities said 
Friday, marking the first fatalities after years of assaults targeting shipping in the 

region. No one immediately claimed responsibility for the Thursday night raid on the 

Liberian-flagged tanker Mercer Street. However, a U.S. official said it appears a so-
called suicide drone was used in the attack, raising the possibility that a government 

or a militia group was behind it. Without providing evidence, Israeli officials alleged 
that Iran carried out the attack. The U.S. Navy rushed to the scene following the attack 

and was escorting the tanker to a safe harbor, a London-based ship management 

company said Friday. The assault represented the worst-known maritime violence so 
far in regional attacks on shipping since 2019. The U.S., Israel and others have blamed 

the attacks on Iran amid the unraveling of Tehran’s nuclear deal with world powers. 
Iran now appears poised to take an even tougher approach with the West as the 

country prepares to inaugurate a hard-line protégé of Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali 

Khamenei as president next week. The attack on Thursday night targeted the tanker 
just northeast of the Omani island of Masirah, over 300 kilometers (185 miles) 

southeast of Oman’s capital, Muscat. London-based Zodiac Maritime, part of Israeli 
billionaire Eyal Ofer’s Zodiac Group, said the attack killed two crew members, one 

from the United Kingdom and the other from Romania. It did not name them, nor did 

it describe what happened in the assault. It said it believed no other crew members on 
board were harmed. 

The U.K. government later confirmed that a British national “has died following an 

incident on a tanker off the coast of Oman.” The statement from Zodiac Maritime said 
that “at the time of the incident the vessel was in the northern Indian Ocean, traveling 

from Dar es Salaam to Fujairah with no cargo onboard,” naming ports in Tanzania and 

the United Arab Emirates. Satellite tracking data from MarineTraffic.com showed the 
vessel had been near where British officials said the attack occurred. However, the last 

signal the ship sent came early Friday morning. 

Zodiac Maritime described the Mercer Street’s owners as Japanese, without naming 
them. Shipping authority Lloyd’s List identified the vessel’s ultimate owner as Taihei 

Kaiun Co., which belongs to the Tokyo-based Nippon Yusen Group. Late Friday, 
Zodiac Maritime said the tanker was sailing under the control of her crew “to a safe 

location with a U.S. naval escort.” The company did not elaborate. The U.S. Navy’s 5th 

https://www.thedrive.com/the-war-zone/41752/british-and-chinese-aircraft-carriers-both-underway-in-the-tense-south-china-sea
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Fleet, which patrols the Mideast, did not respond to a request for comment. British 
military’s United Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations said an investigation was 

underway into the attack and that coalition forces were taking part. A U.S. official, 
speaking on condition of anonymity to discuss the ongoing investigation, told The 

Associated Press that the attack appeared to have been carried out by a “one-way” 

drone and that other drones took part. The official said it wasn’t immediately known 
who launched the attack and declined to elaborate. Israeli officials, who similarly 

spoke on condition of anonymity as they weren’t authorized to talkj to the media, 
blamed Tehran for the attack, adding that Israel’s “campaign against (Iran) will 

continue.” Israel considers Iran to be its biggest threat, citing Tehran’s hostile rhetoric, 

support for anti-Israeli militant groups and growing influence in the region. The 
remarks came after an earlier report from private maritime intelligence firm Dryad 

Global referred to a drone sighting involving the vessel prior to the attack. Iran and 
Yemen’s Tehran-backed Houthi rebels have in the past employed suicide drones — 

unmanned aircraft loaded with explosives that detonate on impact with a target. 

In a separate development, the Saudi-led military coalition battling the rebel Houthis 

in Yemen claimed later Friday that it had thwarted an attempted “enemy drone” attack 
on a Saudi merchant ship, Saudi Arabia’s state TV reported, without offering further 

details. The coalition blamed the Iran-backed Houthis for threatening maritime 
security in the southern Red Sea near the crucial Bab al-Mandeb Strait. The strait is 

used for oil shipments from the Persian Gulf to Europe, as well as goods from Asia to 

Europe. British maritime security firm Ambrey said the attack on Mercer Street had 
killed one of its team members, along with a member of the tanker’s crew. The 

intelligence firm said it was working with authorities and offering support to the 
victim’s family “at this incredibly sad time.” U.S. State Department deputy 

spokeswoman Jalina Porter extended U.S. condolences and said that Washington was 

“deeply concerned by the reports and closely monitoring the situation.” At the United 
Nations, associate spokesperson Eri Kaneko said “this latest incident shows the 

increased need” to protect seafarers. Omani officials did not respond to requests for 
comment. The sultanate sits on the eastern edge of the Arabian Peninsula and is along 

vital shipping routes for cargo and energy moving through the Strait of Hormuz, the 

narrow mouth of the Persian Gulf. Israel did not publicly acknowledge the attack. 
Other Israel-linked ships have been targeted in recent months as well amid a shadow 

war between the two nations, with Israeli officials blaming the Islamic Republic for the 
assaults. 

Israel meanwhile has been suspected in a series of major attacks targeting Iran’s 

nuclear program. Also, Iran saw its largest warship recently sink under mysterious 
circumstances in the nearby Gulf of Oman. Thursday’s attack comes amid heightened 

tensions over Iran’s tattered nuclear deal and as negotiations over restoring the accord 

have stalled in Vienna. The series of ship attacks suspected to have been carried out by 
Iran began a year after then-President Donald Trump unilaterally withdrew America 

from the accord in 2018. Iranian media quoted foreign press reports on Thursday’s 
attack but did not offer anything more. The attack came the night after U.S. Secretary 

of State Antony Blinken, speaking from Kuwait, warned Iran that talks in Vienna over 

the nuclear deal “cannot go on indefinitely.” This is the second time this month a ship 
tied to Ofer apparently has been targeted. In early July, the Liberian-flagged container 

ship CSAV Tyndall, once tied to Zodiac Maritime, suffered an unexplained explosion 
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on board while in the northern Indian Ocean, according to the U.S. Maritime 
Administration. 

Source: Associated Press; 31 July 2021 

 

FINALLY, A STEP TO ENERGISE MARITIME 

SECTOR 

- Vice-Admiral Pradeep Kaushiva (retd) 

The recent announcement by the Government of India (GoI) to appoint a national 

maritime security coordinator is a step in the right direction. For the sake of posterity, 
it would be useful to trace the background of when, why and how the seed got planted. 

Enacted by Parliament in 1958, India’s Merchant Shipping Act had also constituted a 
National Shipping Board (NSB) to advise the government on the development of 

Indian shipping. The Deputy Chief of Naval Staff (DCNS), then being the second 

seniormost officer of the Indian Navy, was a member of the NSB. In due course, 
however, the Vice-Chief became the number two man in the Naval Headquarters, but 

the DCNS remained a member of the NSB. When I was Director Naval Operations 
(DNO), the DCNS deputed me to attend the NSB meetings in 1996 and again in 1997. 

During the 1997 meeting, while discussing the major ports, I raised a basic question: 

Who decides where to develop major ports in our country and in consultation with 
whom? I illustrated this with two examples. One, had the Navy been consulted for the 

security implications and consequences of even the temporary blocking of the entrance 
to the Gulf of Kutch (GoK) before the development of Kandla, or before setting up in 

the GoK the facility for Bombay High crude oil supply for all refineries in north India, 

from Mathura to Panipat? Two, were the Railways consulted for hinterland 
connectivity before developing the Jawaharlal Nehru Port? And, why did the 

rail/road/highway connectivity, container parks and related infrastructure not come 
up in time for the Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust (JNPT) operationalisation? Clearly, 

there appeared to be a need for a coordinator to ensure an integrated development of 

the nation’s maritime sector with a built-in security overlay. I acknowledged that this 
was not the mandate of the NSB, but added, “Somebody should be doing it and ‘maybe’ 

the NSB could make such a recommendation.” On return to the NHQ, I sent this as an 
aide-memoire to the DG Shipping for inclusion in the minutes. In addition, all this was 

put down on file and routed to the DCNS and Chief of Naval Staff (CNS) for 

information. As expected, the minutes of the 1997 meeting were issued without my 
contribution. 

At the Naval HQ, the CNS directed the naval staff to expand the scope and formalise a 

proposal for the constitution of the National Maritime Commission (NMC) to bring all 
maritime-related issues, underpinned by national security, on one table. His 

successors also weighed in on the proposal. The Navy offered to service the 

commission and provide the support infrastructure. However, bureaucratic diffidence 
ensured that there was no progress, even though the proposal could not be snuffed out. 

The Kargil Review Committee (KRC), formed after the 1999 Kargil war, picked up the 
proposal and recommended the formation of an apex body that would manage the 

https://apnews.com/article/ship-israeli-billionaire-oman-c43203ff0262ba2c4bfafb31cc42fa50
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nation’s maritime affairs by enforcing linkages between the Indian Navy, the Indian 
Coast Guard and other ministries and departments of the state and Central 

governments. Its acceptance by the Group of Ministers provided the political heft for 
it to overcome the bureaucratic hurdles and it slowly gathered momentum. 

By 2004, the proposed NMC had been extensively discussed inter-departmentally and 

a meeting was scheduled for May under the chairmanship of the Cabinet Secretary to 

formalise the proposal for approval by the Union Cabinet. However, with the General 
Election then delivering a surprise verdict, the issue went into limbo. Queries 

regarding the reason for the bureaucratic resistance brought out the unstated but 
underlying apprehensions about the Navy playing a predominant role and, more 

specifically, ‘who would call the shots?’ in the organisation. After in-house discussions 

in 2005, the CNS took a pragmatic position that the subject was important, but the 
modality was not. And, in a fit of institutional self-abnegation, the Navy renounced all 

claims to leadership and offered to be just the secretariat of whatever body was 
constituted, but to no avail. 

It can be inferred that the NMC proposal must have undergone many more 

transformations over the years as successive Chiefs of Naval Staff pursued it without 
success. The terror attacks in Mumbai on November 26, 2008, did generate a lot of 

paper and some security coordination on the ground. But, in the absence of political 

resolve, the integration of maritime development processes with security built in ab 
initio still remained elusive despite its strategic imperative. It has taken over a decade 

after 26/11 and two decades since the KRC was set up for the GoI to announce its 
approval to aggregate the issues of the nation’s maritime development under the 

security umbrella. The decision to appoint a ‘national maritime security coordinator’ 

says a lot about the maturity of today’s decision-makers to finally throw off the yoke of 
unfounded, ill-conceived and self-serving doubts and apprehensions. This bold 

decision can potentially infuse much-needed, albeit much-delayed, energy into the 
maritime sector that is today central not only to national economy but also to national 

security. Details of the GoI mandate are yet to emerge in the public domain but it is 

hoped that the government will not stop short of establishing a functionally effective 
structure for a truly integrated and fully secured development of the nation’s maritime 

sector — and induct domain professionals as appropriate. 

Source: The Tribune; 30 July 2021 
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MARITIME FORCES 
 

THE U.S. MILITARY 'FAILED MISERABLY' IN 

A FAKE BATTLE OVER TAIWAN 
- Kyle Mizokami 

The U.S. military reportedly "failed miserably" in a series of wargame scenarios 
designed to test the Pentagon's might. The flunked exercises, which took place last 

October, are a red flag that the way the military has operated for years isn't going to fly 

against today's enemies. Specifically, a simulated adversary that has studied the 
American way of war for decades managed to run rings around U.S. forces, defeating 

them decisively. "They knew exactly what we're going to do before we did it," Gen. 
John Hyten, Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, revealed at an industry event. 

While Hyten did not disclose the name of the wargame (it's classifed), he did say that 

one of the exercises focused exclusively on a brawl between U.S. and Chinese forces 
fighting over Taiwan—a scenario that seems increasingly likely. He says there are two 

main takeaways for the U.S. military. The first involves the concentration of combat 
power—the American military, like many armed forces, tends to concentrate ships, 

planes, and ground forces for maximum efficiency and effect. Concentrating forces 

allows the military to mass firepower, operate more efficiently, and more easily 
resupply while in the field. In other words, it's easier for everyone on the good guys' 

side. 

But the problem with concentration of mass is that it makes it easier for the enemy to 
find and kill you. If an enemy knows that American carriers always operate together, 

for instance, and an enemy discovers one carrier, it then knows a second carrier is close 

by. By the same token, an Air Force wing of 72 fighter jets operating from a huge, 
sprawling air base makes it easier to efficiently arm, fuel, and service the fighters, but 

destroying the base will take out the entire wing. And an Army infantry battalion 
concentrated in two one-kilometer grid squares is easy to control, but will suffer heavy 

casualties to artillery barrages. Another takeaway is that the U.S. military's 

information dominance is no longer guaranteed, and would probably be in doubt in a 
future conflict. Since 1991, most of America's enemies have been relatively low-tech 

armies without the aid of satellites, long-range weapons, cyber forces, or electronic 
warfare capabilities. As a result, the U.S. military's access to communications, data, 

and other information has been very secure during wartime, giving friendly forces a 

huge advantage. That won't happen in the next war. Potential adversaries Russia and 
China both have a strong motivation—and more importantly, capability—to attack the 

Pentagon's information infrastructure. Both countries are aware that U.S. forces are 
heavily reliant on streams of data, and in a future conflict will attack, jam, and disable 

the nodes that distribute that information (such as satellites and aircraft-based node) 

whenever possible. What does that mean for U.S. forces? Hyten says that the Pentagon 



Making Waves 

19 July – 03 August 2021       
 

                                                                                    

13                                                                                                                                                
 

is pushing a new concept known as "expanded maneuver," and wants the entire 
military to adopt it by 2030. 

Expanded maneuver is likely exactly what it sounds like—a greater use of mobility to 

keep U.S. forces out of the enemy's gunsights. Two aircraft carriers, for example, might 
sail a thousand miles apart while still working together. A wing of fighter jets might be 

spread out among half a dozen smaller airfields so the destruction of one won't mean 

the loss of all 72 warplanes. An infantry battalion's subunits might operate farther 
apart from one another and stay on the move to avoid destruction by enemy artillery. 

But what about massing firepower? Long-range weapons can allow widely disparate 
units to concentrate firepower against an enemy, eliminating the need for close 

cooperation. Two aircraft carriers might converge on an adversary from different 

directions, coordinating strikes by using weapons like the Joint Air-to-Surface 
Standoff Missile (or JASSM). A wing of fighters might engage enemy aircraft from 

longer distances using missiles like the upcoming AIM-260 long-range air-to-air 
missile. Expanded maneuver will lean more heavily than ever on America's 

information infrastructure. Commanders in the field will need secure communications 

and navigation capabilities to coordinate fire and maneuver beyond traditional radio 
ranges, leaning heavily on satellite and aircraft-relayed communications and data. It's 

also vitally important that the networks that flow this information are hack-proof. The 
battlefield might become a slightly more lonely place for U.S. forces, but that's what it 

will take to fight and win against a high-tech adversary in the 21st century. 

Source: Popular Mechanics; 02 August 2021 

 

AMERICA'S NEWEST CARRIER IS A FIASCO. 

THE NAVY JUST ADMITTED WHY. 
- Kyle Mizokami 

 

The head of the U.S. Navy admits the service added too much untested tech to its latest 
and greatest aircraft carrier, the USS Gerald R. Ford. When the Navy first built the 

Ford, it incorporated nearly two dozen new technologies, some of which are still giving 

the service headaches 4 years after the ship entered the fleet. In a presentation 
recorded for August’s Sea Air Space exposition, Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Mike 

Gilday said adding 23 new features to the Ford was a “mistake” the Navy can’t afford 
to repeat. Gilday said he needs to take “a much more deliberate approach with respect 

to introducing new technologies to any platform”—preferably one that only introduces 

up to two technologies per ship and thoroughly tests them on land first. The USS Ford 
is the inaugural ship in the Ford-class aircraft carriers, the first new class of aircraft 

carriers in 40 years. The Navy was eager to cram new tech into the Ford, including a 
new search radar, electromagnetically powered aircraft catapults to replace 

traditionally steam-powered catapults, a new aircraft recovery system, and 11 

electromagnetically powered elevators designed to shuttle bombs and missiles from 
the ship’s magazine to waiting aircraft. But technical problems with the new features 

led to $2.8 billion in cost overruns and delays, resulting in a total ship cost of $13 
billion—not including the actual planes on the carrier. Those delays meant the Navy 

https://www.popularmechanics.com/military/a37158827/us-military-failed-miserably-in-taiwan-invasion-wargame/
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only commissioned the Ford in 2017, despite laying it down in 2009. Even then, 
problems lingered, especially with the electromagnetic aircraft launch system 

(EMALS) and the advanced weapon elevators (AWEs). 
 

The ship’s first full deployment, originally scheduled for 2018, is now set for 2022. As 

a result of the Ford fiasco, the Navy is building copies of new tech bound for its 
Constellation-class frigates on land to ensure they work properly, according to U.S. 

Naval Institute News. The Navy surprisingly didn’t do this for several pieces of key 
tech that went into the Ford. Gilday also said the last of the 11 AWEs will be operational 

sometime this year. The Ford is currently in shock trials, a series of tests off the coast 

of Florida designed to ensure the ship can withstand shock and battle damage in 
wartime. The ship will then enter a maintenance period before its first deployment 

next year. Hopefully. 
 

Source: Popular Mechanics; 22 July 2021 

 
 

NAVY AND MARINE EXERCISE TO SPAN 17 

TIME ZONES ON A SCALE LAST SEEN DURING 

THE COLD WAR 

- Stars and Stripes | Alison Bath 

NAPLES, Italy -- A U.S. naval and amphibious exercise billed as the largest of its kind 
in 40 years begins Tuesday, in a globe-spanning effort that analysts say aims to send a 

message to Russia and China that America can simultaneously answer aggression on 
multiple fronts. Large Scale Exercise 2021 is a return to similar Cold War exercises in 

the 1980s demonstrating resolve and new capabilities, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-

Africa/U.S. 6th Fleet said in a recent statement. The exercise also comes as the military 
updates its long-standing combat doctrine to defend against attacks on its 

communications systems and logistical networks. A simulated battle against a high-
end enemy in October exposed those vulnerabilities and spurred changes, Gen. John 

Hyten, vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said last month. 

Large Scale Exercise runs through Aug. 16 and will include units in 17 different time 

zones, the Navy said. "LSE will test our commanders across the spectrum of naval 
warfare from the tactical to the strategic, integrating the Marine Corps to demonstrate 

the world-wide fleet's ability to conduct coordinated operations from the open ocean 
to the littoral," said Vice Adm. Gene Black, U.S. 6th Fleet commander. LSE potentially 

puts adversaries on notice that the U.S. can simultaneously address challenges in the 

Black Sea, eastern Mediterranean Sea, South China Sea and East China Sea -- shutting 
down efforts to spread American military forces thin, said James R. Holmes, the J.C. 

Wylie Chair of Maritime Strategy at the U.S. Naval War College in Newport, R.I. It also 
aims to demonstrate that U.S. naval and Marine forces can deny adversaries control of 

the seas, which is especially crucial in the Western Pacific, where the U.S. hopes to 

prevent China from occupying Taiwan or seizing the Japan-administered Senkaku 

https://www.popularmechanics.com/military/navy-ships/a37093943/uss-gerald-ford-aircraft-carrier-problems/
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Islands, Holmes said. But it isn't certain if Russia or China will interpret the exercise 
in those ways or if they are even paying attention, Holmes said. 

Even so, the exercise also tests U.S. operational methods and technologies, such as 

deemphasizing large ships and high-end systems to create a nimble, efficient and 
effective force designed to take a loss and continue fighting without measurable 

impact, Holmes said. "In that sense we're reverting to our World War II approach, 

when we had lots of inexpensive, good-enough stuff and could lose some of it and still 
carry on," Holmes said. "If we show our adversaries this approach works, we bolster 

our ability to deter them from assailing ourselves or our allies." About 36 ships and 
more than 50 virtual units, in addition to military, civilian and contract personnel, will 

participate in the exercise. Six naval and Marine Corps component commands, five 

U.S. fleets and three Marine Expeditionary Forces will be involved. USS Mount 
Whitney, the 6th Fleet flagship, also will participate. The first LSE will include only 

U.S. forces, but future exercises are planned to include allies and partners, the 
statement said. 

Source: military.com; 02 August 2021 

 

INS TABAR AT PORT STOCKHOLM, SWEDEN 

INS Tabar, as part of the ongoing Overseas Deployment, entered Port Stockholm on 
30 July 2021. This is the first visit of an Indian Navy Ship to Stockholm in nearly two 

decades. The ship was received by Brig Gen Peder Ohlsson, Deputy Chief of Royal 
Swedish Navy and Group Captain Pankaj Mittal, Indian Defence Attache (DA) at 

Sweden. Subsequently,  Deputy Chief of Royal Swedish Navy visited the ship and was 

presented a Guard of Honour onboard. During the walk around, he was explained 
about the key functionalities of the ship.  While extending a warm welcome, he 

conveyed that Tabar visit to Stockholm would only consolidate the long standing ties 
between the Indian Navy and the Royal Swedish Navy. Captain Mahesh Mangipudi, 

the Commanding Officer presented him with the ship’s crest on completion of the visit. 

The Commanding Officer, INS Tabar accompanied by DA, called on Mr Tanmaya Lal, 

the Ambassador of India to Sweden and Latvia at the Indian Embassy in Stockholm. 
The CO briefed the Ambassador on the ship’s current deployment and presented him 

the ship’s crest. The Indian Ambassador during his visit to the ship on 31 July 2021, 
conveyed his appreciation for the role played by the Indian Navy in safeguarding the 

maritime interests of the country, diplomacy through Port Visits and in undertaking 

HADR tasks as and when needed. The CO also called on the Commandant of 
Stockholm, Col Thomas Karlsson at the Royal Palace. He was accorded a ceremonial 

welcome with a Guard of Honour by the Royal Guard. The Commandant and the CO 
held discussions regarding the current deployment and other issues of mutual interest. 

A reception for limited guests, adhering to all COVID protocols; was hosted by INS 

Tabar on 30 July 2021. Maj Gen Jonas Wikman, Deputy Chief of Joint Operations of 
the Swedish Armed Forces was the Chief Guest. He was appreciative about the Indian 

Navy Ship visit  to Stockholm and added that the two Navies have considerable 
potential to partner in combating common maritime concerns. 

https://www.military.com/daily-news/2021/08/02/navy-and-marine-exercise-span-17-time-zones-scale-last-seen-during-cold-war.html
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Source: indiannavy.nic.in; 01 August 2021 

 

36TH EDITION OF INDIA – INDONESIA 

COORDINATED PATROL 
INS Saryu, an indigenously built Offshore Patrol Vessel is undertaking Coordinated 
Patrol (CORPAT) with Indonesian Naval Ship KRI Bung Tomo from 30 to 31 July 

2021. The 36th edition of CORPAT between India and Indonesia will also witness 
participation of Maritime Patrol Aircraft from both nations. The exercise, being 

conducted as a ‘non-contact, at sea only’ exercise in view of COVID-19 pandemic, 

highlights the high degree of mutual trust and confidence, synergy and cooperation 
between the two friendly navies. 

India and Indonesia have been carrying out Coordinated Patrols along the 

International Maritime Boundary Line (IMBL) twice a year since 2002, with an aim of 
keeping this vital part of the Indian Ocean Region safe and secure for commercial 

shipping, international trade and conduct of legitimate maritime activities. CORPATs 
help build understanding and interoperability between navies, and facilitate 

institution of measures to prevent and suppress Illegal Unreported Unregulated (IUU) 

fishing, drug trafficking, maritime terrorism, armed robbery and piracy. As part of 
Government of India’s vision of SAGAR (Security And Growth for All in the Region), 

Indian Navy has been proactively engaging with countries in the Indian Ocean Region 
to enhance maritime security in the region. India and Indonesia have traditionally 

enjoyed a close and friendly relationship covering a wide spectrum of activities and 

interactions, which have strengthened over the years. Maritime interactions have been 
growing steadily between the two navies with frequent port visits, bilateral exercises 

and training exchanges. 

The 36th edition of IND-INDO CORPAT seeks to bolster the maritime cooperation 
between the two navies and forge strong bonds of friendship across the Indo Pacific. 

Source: indiannavy.nic.in; 30 July 2021 

  

ANALYSIS: PEOPLE'S LIBERATION ARMY 

NAVY'S NEW TYPE 39C SUBMARINE 
According to information published by the National Interest on July 26, 2021, a 

picture of a PLA Navy's new Type-39C was revealed on the social media TikTok earlier 
in May. One of the differences between Type 039A and Type 039C would be the sail 

chined which would look like the Swedish A-26 class. Both submarines would be 

powered by Air-independent propulsion. According to HI Sutton, Type 039C would be 
armed with YJ-18B anti-ship, land-attack cruise missiles, and YJ-82 anti-ship cruise 

missiles. The Type 039A submarine is a class of diesel-electric submarines in China's 
People's Liberation Army Navy. It is China's first AIP-powered submarine and 

presumed to be one of the quietest diesel-electric submarine classes in service. This 

https://indiannavy.nic.in/content/ins-tabar-port-stockholm-sweden
https://indiannavy.nic.in/content/36th-edition-india-%E2%80%93-indonesia-coordinated-patrol


Making Waves 

19 July – 03 August 2021       
 

                                                                                    

17                                                                                                                                                
 

class is the successor of the Type 039 submarine. The official Chinese designation is 
039A as the ship is based on the 039 class, but as the 039A has very little resemblance 

to the 039 it is commonly referred to as Type 041. The new improved "C" variant was 
launched in May 2021. 

Air-independent propulsion (AIP), or air-independent power, is any marine 

propulsion technology that allows a non-nuclear submarine to operate without access 

to atmospheric oxygen (by surfacing or using a snorkel). AIP can augment or replace 
the diesel-electric propulsion system of non-nuclear vessels. The YJ-82 is a Chinese 

subsonic anti-ship cruise missile. It is manufactured by the China Aerospace Science 
and Industry Corporation Third Academy. The YJ-82 is a solid-fuelled rocket. It is 

launched from submarines from a buoyant launch canister. The YJ-82 lacks the solid-

rocket booster of the surface-launched YJ-8/8A and likely has less range than the 
latter's 42 km. The terminal sea-skimming attack altitude is 5 to 7 meters. 

Source: navyrecognition.com; 29 July 2021 
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SHIPPING, PORTS AND 

OCEAN ECONOMY  
 

WASTE TO ENERGY: BIOFUEL FROM KELP 

HARVESTING AND FISH 
Kelp is plentiful in remote, coastal Alaska. Fuel is not. And it’s expensive. 

Many isolated communities rely on diesel generators for energy because they are not 

connected to pipelines or the electrical grid. But diesel is expensive since it must be 
barged or flown in. In search of a cheaper, sustainable fuel, researchers at Pacific 

Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL) turned to two plentiful marine resources in 

Alaska: kelp and fish processing waste. They found that by using existing fish 
processing plants, Alaska’s kelp harvest and fish waste could be transformed into a 

diesel-like fuel that is carbon neutral. The waste-to-energy fuel could then be used to 
power generators or fishing boats. The team’s research, sponsored by the U.S. 

Department of Energy’s Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy (EERE), 

was highlighted in a recent report. “Diesel is expensive up there, especially in the 
winter. That’s what they use to keep heaters going,” said Michael Rinker, a PNNL 

program manager. “We wanted to see if we could turn existing waste into fuel in a way 
that makes financial sense to small, remote, disadvantaged areas in Alaska.” 

Have kelp, find market 

Kelp is used in everything from food and packaging to thickeners for ice cream, 

toothpaste, and shampoo. In medicine it is used to treat cancer, diabetes, and asthma. 
Kelp harvesting is a worldwide industry, particularly in China. Yet in the United States, 

large-scale farmed kelp production is in its infancy and struggles to compete globally 

due to profitability challenges, lack of an effective supply chain, and issues with 
landing consistent markets in food and other products. Alaska’s icy waters are great 

for farming kelp, and interest is rising. It’s a matter of putting the puzzle pieces 
together to match the supply with the demand. 

“There’s opportunity for a kelp industry in Alaska, which could diversify our economic 

base and add big benefits to coastal communities,” said Shirly Marquardt, executive 

director of the Southwest Alaska Municipal Conference, a nonprofit regional economic 
development organization that was a catalyst behind this work. “Some farmed kelp is 

used for food. But we asked-what can we do with the rest? We know there’s potential 
there.” The research team crosswalked different species of Alaskan-grown kelp with 

potential uses ranging from fertilizers to the recovery of rare Earth metals from the 

sea. But economically, the most practical opportunity was liquid fuel when it was 
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combined with fish waste. That’s good news for rural Alaskan areas with some of the 
highest fuel costs in the country. “The challenge was putting all the pieces together in 

a way that made financial sense and resulted in cheaper fuel than flying or shipping in 
diesel,” said Rinker. 

Kelp harvesting + fish guts = fuel 

The research team had three goals: (1) use existing waste, (2) leverage current 

facilities, and (3) develop small-scale fuel processing structures for converting waste 

to fuel. “Ultimately, we wanted to use what is already there. Whether it’s kelp harvest 
waste or facilities that are already in place for fish processing,” said Rinker. The 

researchers found that if they take fish waste and combine it with kelp, they could turn 
it into a usable biocrude or low-grade fuel that could potentially cost anywhere from 

$3.18-3.64 per gallon, depending startup costs. That’s significantly cheaper than the 

roughly $7 per gallon for fuel that must be flown in. The conversion process relied on 
hydrothermal liquefaction, which uses high heat and pressure to produce a fuel-like 

diesel. This highly oxygenated fuel isn’t great for diesel trucks, but can be used as a 
maritime or bunker fuel to power generators. The researchers noted that converting 

the biocrude to a higher-quality fuel requires additional steps and the addition of 
hydrogen, which ultimately drives up cost beyond what makes financial sense. “The 

end product isn’t a high-value fuel like you’d find at a gas station, but it is definitely 

useful in some cases and better than what they have now, in terms of cost,” said Rinker. 

Powering the processing 

The biofuel processing itself added another challenge-how do you power it without 
adding more fuel or costs to the equation? “We had this plan, then followed up with: 

you’re going to use hydrothermal liquefaction-great!-but, where do you get power to 
do that? Liquefaction takes power, and we’re trying to avoid costly diesel,” said Rinker. 

That’s where marine renewable energy could come in. While it won’t work for every 

community and village, incorporating it into future planning makes economic sense 
for some communities. 

“For example, if someone is planning a new fish processing facility, it is probably worth 

considering how far that facility might be from future tidal or marine energy 
resources,” said Molly Grear, a PNNL environmental research engineer. “We wanted 

to develop criteria to help see what makes the most sense economically.” Beyond kelp 
harvest and fish processing waste, the research team also looked at the added value of 

municipal waste to help further reduce costs. They also explored fermentation 

processes to create methane that can be used to create steam and power turbines. The 
latter option was less feasible because fermentation digesters take up large amounts 

of space and don’t work well in cold environments. “These preliminary results 
definitely point us in a direction and show some feasible options,” said Rinker. “But 

we would like to do additional waste stream testing to see if we can dial things in to be 

even more helpful.” 

The results are a first step toward understanding whether producing biofuel from kelp 
and fish waste is an economically viable option. Imagining future research, Rinker 

asked, “Now that we know this might work, what if we tested it in a few specific coastal 
communities to dial in the details?” He noted that different communities have 

different site-specific challenges, and therefore different levels of uncertainty that still 
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need to be fleshed out. Also, the overall supply chain would need to be assessed in 
terms of logistics and labor needs. Plus, there are still unknowns about the chemical 

makeup of different kelp species in terms of the untapped opportunities each could 
offer. In the drive toward reduced carbon emissions, there are big benefits in exploring 

non-fossil-fuel opportunities while leveraging byproducts that currently go unused. 

This research was supported by EERE’s Advanced Manufacturing Office and the Water 
Power Technologies Office. 

Source: miragenews.com; 03 August 2021 

 

HELPING THE MARITIME INDUSTRY SPOT 

WILDLIFE CRIMES 
- Frankie Youd 

On 21 July WWF and TRAFFIC – a non-governmental organisation that works 

globally on trade in animals and plants to address biodiversity conservation and 
sustainable development concerns – released a guidance document drawing attention 

to the red flags which indicate illegal wildlife trade within the containerised shipping 
industry. 

The Red Flag Compendium for Wildlife and Timber Trafficking in Containerised Cargo 

aims to alert shipping companies to the loopholes within the system which can allow 

for trafficking to take place. This information will allow the industry to implement 
greater safeguarding measures to protect their business, employees, and security 

measures against these trafficking risks. Frankie Youd speaks to Monica Zavagli, 
TRAFFIC programme manager for transport sector engagement and author of the 

compendium, to discuss how illegal smuggling takes place in the shipping industry, 

what the effects of smuggling can have, and what the compendium aims to achieve. 

Frankie Youd: What are the main weaknesses and loopholes in maritime 

supply chains which are exploited by traffickers? 

Monica Zavagli: Currently, there is an overall lack of awareness of what to look out for 

among shipping and freight companies and fear that raising concerns with customs 
may disrupt their business. Customs also have limited capacity and technologies for 

container risk profiling and scanning. In many countries, documentation checks are 
still done manually, making risk assessment and profiling processes are inefficient and 

inaccurate. These lead to weak due diligence on shippers, consignees and shipments, 

incomplete information in the bill of lading and a low detection rate of illegal 
shipments. Lastly, corruption risk is present at every step of the chain. Corruption 

resulting from the illegal wildlife trade tends to be higher in countries with the greatest 
biodiversity. 

How does illegal smuggling by sea take place? 

There are two main methods: misdeclaration and forged or altered permits. An 

example of misdeclaration is when a shipper declares the cargo as another legal 
product to conceal illegal wildlife. It’s not unusual that legal products with low value 

https://www.miragenews.com/waste-to-energy-biofuel-from-kelp-harvesting-606588/
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are used as a cover-up for illegal wildlife. Products are typically hidden in bags and 
mixed among the declared goods; sometimes, containers are modified to hide the 

contraband behind a double wall. Especially seen in the illegal timber trade, criminals 
will forge or alter permits and other documents to fraudulently legitimise the trade in 

species that require specific permits. In addition, traffickers will try to conceal 

information about the true shipper, consignee, ownership, and business activities 
related to the shipment in the bill of lading by providing incomplete or fraudulent 

shipment documentation. 

What goods/wildlife are currently seen to be smuggled? 

Ivory, pangolin scales and timber are often smuggled through containerised cargo that 
travels long distances. However, products like pangolin meat are smuggled via 

refrigerated containers over much shorter distances, mainly between Asian countries. 

Other illegally traded wildlife found in containerised cargo includes dried animal 
products, such as shark fins, sea cucumbers, seahorses, donkey skins, also big cat 

bones and claws, giant clams, as well as dried plants such as aloe, American ginseng, 
and other plant-derived medicine. 

What impact does illegal smuggling have on the environment? 

Wildlife trafficking is a transnational organised crime that negatively impacts 

biodiversity, national security, and socio-economic development. Illicit trade is one of 
the main threats to the survival of many species. One of the most prominent examples 

can be seen in the illegal trade of ivory products, where approximately 55 African 

elephants and three rhinos are killed every day in the wild for their ivory. Alongside 
this, smuggled wildlife does not pass through proper hygiene and sanitary controls, 

potentially contributing to the spread of zoonotic diseases. Ebola, SARS, and other 
illnesses are all believed to be associated with diseases that originated from wild 

animals. 

How would you summarise The Red Flag Compendium for Wildlife and 
Timber Trafficking in  Containerised Cargo? 

The compendium highlights the crucial role of the transport sector and the red flag 

indicators for illicit trade and specific to wildlife and timber products that all areas of 

the industry may come across. Each case is different, but it outlines to decision-makers 
in companies, customs, and other roles within the industry the best practice measures 

to prevent, detect and report on illegal wildlife trade. One major highlight of the 
compendium compiles lists of the most commonly trafficked Convention on 

International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora listed products 

and explains the warning signs of the methods by which traffickers will forge the 
required permits. The document also has a toolbox of links to valuable resources from 

a plethora of international organisations. These include species-specific identification 
guides, intelligence bulletins and links to existing resources to help companies prevent 

further exploitation from traffickers. 

What does the compendium aim to achieve? 

The report raises awareness of the scale of wildlife and timber trafficking happening 
in container shipping. It also serves as a tool for shipping lines, shipping agents, freight 
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forwarders and other actors linked to maritime transport to detect non-compliance 
and illegal wildlife trade-related activities in their supply chains. 

What do you hope the future holds for this current situation? 

Everyone has a role to play in countering illegal wildlife trafficking, so shipping lines, 

freight forwarders and the broader maritime sector could act as the eyes and ears of 
law enforcement. By securing the integrity of supply chain operations, adopting best 

practices in the industry, improved public-private sector collaboration, and 

technological advancement, traffickers will have a much more challenging job at 
passing undetected. 

Source: ship-technology.com; 29 July 2021 

 

172 PROJECTS WORTH OVER RS 88,000 

CRORE COMPLETED UNDER SAGARMALA 

PROGRAMME 
Under the Sagarmala Programme, 172 projects worth Rs 88,235 crore have been 

completed, and 235 projects worth Rs 2.16 lakh crore are under implementation. 

Further, 395 projects worth Rs 2.48 Lakh crore are under various stages of 
development. This information was given by the Union Minister of Ports, Shipping 

and Waterways Sarbananda Sonowal in a written reply in Rajya Sabha on Monday (2 
August). “The vision of Sagarmala is to reduce logistics cost for both domestic and 

EXIM cargo with minimal infrastructure investment. Studies under Sagarmala have 

identified opportunities for reducing overall logistics costs, thereby improving the 
overall efficiency of the economy and increasing competitiveness of exports,” Ministry 

of Ports, Shipping and Waterways said. 

Sagarmala project, a vital enabler of the ‘Make in India’ programme, is reviving the 
efficiency of the Indian ports. Through the Sagarmala Programme, the government 

aims to modernise the ports and integrate them with special economic zones (SEZs), 

port-based smart cities, industrial parks, warehouses, logistics parks and transport 
corridors. In March 2021, addressing Maritime India Summit, Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi underscored that India would invest USD 82 billion in port projects 
by 2035, develop waterways, augment seaplane services and boost tourism around 

lighthouses. PM Modi informed that the Ministry of Port Shipping and Waterways had 

created a list of 400 investable projects. These projects have an investment potential 
of $31 billion or Rs 2.25 lakh crore. 

Source: indiaseatradenews.com; 03 August 2021 

 

https://www.ship-technology.com/features/helping-the-maritime-industry-spot-wildlife-crimes/
https://indiaseatradenews.com/172-projects-worth-over-rs-88000-crore-completed-under-sagarmala-programme/
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INDIA’S MERCHANT NAVY IS SINKING. BUT 

FOREIGN SHIPPERS ARE RIDING HIGH, 

FILLING THEIR COFFERS 
- Admiral Arun Prakash (Retd) 

“Astrong and diverse indigenous shipping fleet will not only lead to foreign exchange 

savings…but would also reduce excessive dependence on foreign shipping,” says a 
recent press release announcing a subsidy scheme for Indian shipping companies 

bidding for carriage of government cargo. While the actual benefits of this Rs 1624 

crore subsidy, spread over five years, are unclear, it could be a sign that the neglect of 
this vital component of India’s maritime sector is being acknowledged.  Not many 

realize that nearly 40 per cent of India’s GDP comes from export-import (EXIM) trade, 
which primarily takes place over the sea. As much as 83per cent of India’s crude oil 

and 45per cent of its natural gas requirements are imported. India is a major exporter 

of petroleum products as well as commodities and finished goods that are carried in 
and out of our ports by hundreds of container ships, oil tankers, chemical tankers, 

natural gas and ore carriers. Any interruption in shipping traffic would have a negative 
impact, not only on the country’s energy and power sectors, but also on industry and 

consumer supply-chains, and eventually on its economy.  This is the reason why, 

historically, during conflicts, it has been an adversary’s objective to deprive the 
opponent’s industry of vital raw materials and to starve their civilian population by 

destroying or disrupting seaborne traffic. A nation’s merchant navy is, therefore, a 
strategic asset, second in importance, only to its ‘fighting navy’. 

Ownership in shipping sector 

Ideally, a country should own as much of its shipping as possible so that it can ensure 

the adequate and regular receipt of vital supplies during times of crisis. Today, China, 
with a merchant fleet of 6,459 ships of 230,534 Thousands Dead Weight Tons, ranks 

third, while the Indian merchant fleet, with a strength of 1,179 vessels, 25,809 

Thousands Dead Weight Tons ranks 17th. While India’s seaborne trade has seen 
exponential growth over the years, the share of cargo carried by Indian ships has 

declined drastically from about 40 per cent in the 1980s to 7.9 per cent in 2018-19 
according to the Ministry of Shipping Annual Report 2019-20. According to the Indian 

National Shipowners Association, India’s freight bill, at a conservative estimate, is $52 

billion a major proportion of which goes into foreign coffers. This huge drain can be 
alleviated simply by bringing as much EXIM cargo as possible to Indian owned vessels. 

However, since the government so far has not had a policy for the promotion of 
shipping, we continue to pay and support merchant fleets of other nations to carry our 

cargo. The question that begs an answer is why can we not expand our shipping fleet?    

The answer lies in the fact that it is the government’s perverse policies and tax 
structures that discriminate against our own shipping and make it cheaper to acquire 

the services of a foreign company.  The higher rates of Indian shipping companies are 
due to the ‘double jeopardy’ they suffer. They have to pay taxes that are not imposed 

for the same service provided by a foreign ship and also pay higher costs of capital and 
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debt/loans, as compared to foreign competition. This is what has made our shipping 
non-competitive in the international freight market. 

Discriminatory policies 

Universally, consumers are encouraged to purchase and use goods or services that are 

available at home, and sufficient disincentives in terms of duties are imposed on 
imports to make them relatively costlier. Curiously, this policy does not seem to apply 

to shipping, and Indian traders are allowed to employ foreign shipping without paying 

any tariff. At the same time, import of all inputs by an Indian shipping company, 
including the cost of the ship itself, and its stores, spares, fuel as well as services are 

heavily taxed.  

These discriminatory policies have effectively incentivised the import of shipping 
services rather than promoting and encouraging the use of Indian ones. This clearly 

works to the detriment of national interest by diverting cargo away from Indian 
companies that pay taxes in India, employ only Indian seafarers, train Indian cadets 

and contribute to the Indian economy.   In 2019, almost 90 per cent of EXIM and 40 

per cent of coastal trade was carried by foreign shippers, who take home the freight 
fees, tax-free. This represents not only a colossal haemorrhaging of national wealth 

but also a strategic vulnerability. A ‘trade blockade,’ declared or undeclared, frightens 
away foreign-flag shipping and can bring a country’s economy and industry to its knees 

in a few days. It happened to Pakistan in the 1971 war, when the Indian Navy imposed 

a virtual blockade of Karachi port, and could well happen to India too. It is, therefore, 
vital that India acquires a national fleet large enough to carry at least 50 per cent of its 

EXIM cargo and energy. Moreover, the average age of the Indian merchant fleet (in 
2020) was over 20 years and many ships are in dire need of replacement. 

Funding for companies 

The Indian shipping industry is directly exposed to global competition and it is, 

therefore, necessary that the costs imposed on this sector match those of international 
competition. The industry needs long-term funds at competitive rates as available to 

global players.  The few Indian banks, which do participate in the funding of shipping 

assets, provide money at very high costs and for shorter durations as compared to 
sources available to foreign companies. The constitution of a ‘Maritime Development 

Fund’ to finance India’s maritime sector at internationally competitive rates would be 
of immense help.  As an alternative, government relief in the burden of interest costs 

would help the Indian mercantile marine fleet add bigger and newer ships.   There is a 

need for speedy redressal and change of policies and rules which so obviously 
discriminate against Indian shipping companies in a broad range of areas — from 

manning norms and cost of fuel to the imposition of GST, personal and other taxes. 
The Modi government needs to assemble a group of experts to draw up a time-bound 

plan of ‘affirmative action’ to revive India’s vital shipping industry. 

The author is a former Indian Navy Chief. Views are personal. 

Source: Hellenic Shipping News ; 09 July 2021 

 

https://www.hellenicshippingnews.com/maritime-security-unsafe-seas-insecure-crew/
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MARINE ENVIRONMENT 
 

DEAD ZONES, A ‘HORSEMAN’ OF CLIMATE 

CHANGE, COULD SUFFOCATE CRABS IN THE 

WEST, SCIENTISTS SAY 
- María Luisa Paúl 

As the Pacific Ocean’s cool waters hugged Oregon’s rugged shore, Nick Edwards, a 
seasoned commercial fisherman, could not believe his eyes. Stretching over at least 

100 yards, he said, were the carcasses of hundreds of Dungeness crabs piled in the 
sands of a beach south of Cape Perpetua. The remains of what Edwards deemed “the 

crème de la crème of seafood” — also one of the state’s most prized fisheries — are the 

most visible byproduct of a process that usually goes unnoticed by most beach-
dwellers: hypoxia, or the emergence of swaths of low-oxygen zones in marine waters. 

Hypoxic areas in Oregon, researchers found, have surfaced every summer since they 
were first recorded in 2002 — leading scientists to determine a recurring “hypoxic 

season,” akin to wildfire and hurricane ones. However, climate change has exacerbated 

its effect, said Francis Chan, the director of the Cooperative Institute for Marine 
Resources Studies at Oregon State University, resulting in increasingly frequent and 

extensive hypoxic areas that can morph into “dead zones,” where the total lack of 
oxygen kills off species that cannot swim away, much like the Dungeness crabs. “It’s 

one of the horsemen of climate change in the sea,” Chan said. “And that’s because the 

water that we get is lower in dissolved oxygen than it used to be.” 

Such is the case this year that an NOAA-sponsored scientific cruise found a large 

hypoxic area growing off the coast of northern Washington and through Oregon, just 

six miles from the shore. Its onset came prematurely, with oxygen levels dropping as 
early as April. With months left until the temperature cools, both experts and 

fishermen worry it will turn into a vast dead zone, ballooning over its currently 
detected 7,700-square-mile range. 

“We’re still trying to figure out how large this is going to be because the major impact 

occurs in late August, early September,” said Richard Feely, senior scientist at the 

Pacific Marine Environmental Laboratory of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. “Right now, we’re anticipating there could be impacts on crabs and 

fish that live at the bottom.” As the hypoxic area inches closer to the areas where 
fisheries operate, it has forged a partnership between scientists and fishermen — as 

both wish to understand its underlying causes and future effects. 

This phenomenon is in part spurred by natural events. During the spring and summer, 

strong winds push the bottom waters onshore, providing a flood of nutrients that “feed 
phytoplankton productivity,” Feely said. When these marine creatures die, they sink 

to the bottom and decay — a process that consumes oxygen and, in turn, causes 
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hypoxia. The problem comes when a changing climate is thrown in the mix. As carbon 
dioxide is released into the atmosphere, the ocean becomes “a sink,” Feely said, and 

absorbs the emissions. The result is water acidification, which can cause the shells and 
skeletons of some marine creatures to dissolve. This occurrence paired up with 

hypoxia becomes a “double whammy from the atmosphere and the ocean” that the 

Oregon and Washington coast is particularly sensitive to, Feely said. Rising 
temperatures are another point of concern exacerbating hypoxia, said Chan. “When 

the surface ocean is really warm, it acts as a blanket that suffocates and keeps the 
interior of the ocean from refreshing, taking a breath of oxygen,” he said. 

Though these climate events have strengthened since the turn of the millennium, their 

effects are often hard to pinpoint. “With other events, if you look outside your window, 

you can see a drought or a wildfire,” Chan said. “But the ocean, it’s really hard to know 
because it’s changing. That’s why it’s important to have more eyes on the ocean, and it 

takes not only scientists but our fishermen, too.” Commercial fishermen have been 
fundamental to the understanding of hypoxia since the beginning, Chan said. In fact, 

it was a crabber’s call detailing dead crabs and octopuses crawling over the fishing lines 

that inspired his research. Chan’s team has joined efforts with a crew of Dungeness 
crabbers to measure oxygen levels in the chilly waters. He developed a smart sensor 

that is placed in crab pods — the data collected can then help scientists learn more 
about the changing ocean and tell fishermen where hypoxia may be affecting their 

catch. “The partnership between commercial fishermen and these researchers is the 

easy solution to getting that data,” said Aaron Ashdown, a second-generation Oregon 
fisherman. “We’re out there, if not every day, so we get to see things that most other 

people don’t get to see.” 

The impacts of dead zones and hypoxic regions in Oregon’s Dungeness crab industry 
are still largely unknown. This year has not provided the same bountiful catch as 

previous years. With a little more than 12 million pounds of crab caught, the season is 
less than the 17 million pound decade average, and well bellow the over 20 million 

pounds of the past three years, according to Tim Novotny, the Oregon Dungeness Crab 

Commission’s spokesman. Yet the cyclical nature of the crab season combined with 
other factors that can naturally affect fishing challenge determinations, said Novotny. 

Still, with hypoxia presenting both a short-term and long-term problem, Novotny said 
the industry is hoping to adapt. “It’s concerning because if we’re starting to see it 

earlier, then we’re starting to see it impact more of the catch, more of the landings for 

that particular season,” he said. And if that’s a trend that is going to continue, we need 
to know about it. The more data we can get from research, the better we are to be 

prepared and dealing with these sorts of events.”  

Source: Washington Post; 30 July 2021 
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UNIVERSITY OF EXETER: MAJOR RESEARCH 

INITIATIVE TO SUPPORT MARINE ECONOMY 

DEAL WITH FUTURE SHOCKS 
Sustainable Development and Resilience of UK Coastal Communities (ROCC), led by 

the University of Exeter, is one of six new projects to receive a share of £9.2 million 
funding from UK Research and Innovation (UKRI). The UKRI funding aims to “build 

the marine economy while protecting ecosystems and communities”. ROCC will focus 

on diverse marine sectors in Devon and Cornwall to develop evidence, tools and 
partnerships that can be replicated around the UK. It will develop a “nexus 

perspective” for resilience, wellbeing and sustainability – meaning that any solution 
for one objective must equally consider the other two areas. “Coastal communities 

have been left behind by the UK’s national development agenda, and face accelerating 

and new risks from climate change, COVID-19 and Brexit,” said Principal Investigator 
Dr Louisa Evans, of the University of Exeter. 

“Many people in coastal communities rely on ocean resources, including fisheries and 

offshore renewable energy, and their identities depend on the health of the marine 
environment and the benefits these ecosystems provide to society.” “Our ROCC 

programme will identify how people and livelihoods can be more resilient to 

environmental, regulatory and socio-cultural change, while also improving the 
wellbeing of coastal communities and the health of the marine environment. We will 

deliver these triple benefits across different projects and policies, ranging from 
sustainable seafood and marine apprenticeship schemes to coastal heritage decision-

making and marine conservation policy “ Dr Evans added: “Marine resources and 

coastal heritage are some of the country’s greatest assets. “I am over the moon to have 
this opportunity to work with Defra and local, regional and national partners to help 

coastal communities and marine ecosystems thrive now and in the future.” Partners 
involved in ROCC are: Plymouth Marine Laboratory, Marine Management 

Organisation, Cornwall Rural Community Charity, Cornwall Council’s Strategic 

Historic Environment team, Devon Maritime Forum, and Sole of Discretion. Caroline 
Bennett, of Sole of Discretion, said: “Sole of Discretion CIC is delighted to be working 

alongside Louisa and her team at the University of Exeter to help bring about resilience 
for our coastal communities, and to develop fisheries with a lower environmental 

footprint for the conscientious consumer and beyond.” 

Steven Guilbert, of Devon Maritime Forum, said: “We work collectively toward shared 
solutions and the sustainable management of the region’s marine resources. “The 

nexus approach that we will co-develop in ROCC has the potential to not only inform, 

but to revolutionise, how we work and how we approach multi-sectoral dialogue. “It 
will allow us to speak across and better integrate our key areas of interest, namely: 

blue growth, marine conservation, and climate and coastal change, which in turn can 
lead to more effective and sustainable policy outcomes for the marine environment in 

Devon and the wider South-West peninsula.” 

Source: indiaeducationdiary.in; 24 July 2021 

 

https://indiaeducationdiary.in/university-of-exeter-major-research-initiative-to-support-marine-economy-deal-with-future-shocks/
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GLOBAL FUND AGREES TO COMPENSATE 

ISRAEL FOR TAR POLLUTION BY SYRIAN OIL 

TANKER 
- Sue Surkes 

The London-based International Oil Pollution Compensation Fund on Thursday 

approved Israel’s request to receive damages for the massive tar pollution that covered 
its beaches in February, following an oil leak by a Syrian-owned ship, the Emerald, in 

the Mediterranean Sea. The decision was reached unanimously at the fund’s half-

yearly executive committee meeting. The sum has not yet been determined. The next 
step will be to determine who gets the compensation, how much, and what the 

timetable will be. “Israel will be compensated for the tar disaster, according to the 
principle of ‘the polluter pays,'” said Environmental Protection Minister Tamar 

Zandberg, 

She added that the significant damage wreaked on the environment and marine life 
underscored the ministry’s position that the world should move as quickly as possible 

to replace fossil fuels such as oil with renewable energy sources. Israel was taken by 

surprise on February 18, when tar began washing onto its Mediterranean coastline 
following stormy weather, along with the corpse of a fin whale some 17 meters (55 feet) 

long. Over the following days, it became clear that beaches, from Rosh Hanikra in the 
far north to Nitzanim in the south, had been contaminated and that wildlife had paid 

a heavy price. Evidence from an investigation by the Environmental Protection 

Ministry at the time indicated that the leak of tens of tons of crude oil took place 
between February 1 and 2, some 130 kilometers (80 miles) out at sea and came from 

the Syrian-owned tanker Emerald, which was not insured. Both Israel and the 
chairman of the compensation fund agreed that the oil was apparently dumped into 

the sea on purpose during the cleaning out of oil barrels on board, according to a 

ministry statement. Israel was represented at Thursday’s meeting by Rani Amir, who 
directs the ministry’s National Unit for the Protection of the Marine Environment, and 

Zvi Shapira of the Shipping and Ports Administration. 

States can either sue the insurers of the ships’ owners or, if that is unlikely to bear fruit, 
appeal to the International Oil Pollution Compensation Fund. The documentation 

presented to the fund included tar samples collected from Israel’s beaches, findings 

from the Environment Ministry probe, marine modeling carried out by Israel 
Oceanographic and Limnological Research, a non-profit governmental corporation, 

and satellite data. In the wake of the leak, the sale of Mediterranean fish was 
temporarily suspended and beaches were closed, with the first 17 reopening only on 

March 7. Thousands of volunteers rallied over many days to help with the cleanup. 

Officials dealing with marine issues said they could not remember an incident with 
such a wide geographical spread. The long-term damage to ecosystems still remains to 

be seen. In March, then-Environment Minister Gila Gamliel suggested that the 
incident was an act of “environmental terrorism” orchestrated by Iran. Her assessment 
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was not shared by security officials, however. An unnamed senior security official told 
Kan news that Iran did not appear to be directly involved. 

Source: Times of Israel; 22 July 2021 

 

WE MUST PULL OUT ALL THE STOPS TO SAVE 

CORAL REEFS, EXPERTS SAY 
- Daniel T Cross 

Among the world’s ecosystems most vulnerable to climate change are coral reefs. 

“Coral reefs are very much the rainforests of the oceans,” observes the Knowledge 
Project. “Not only are they diverse communities, but the coral skeletons — like trees — 

potentially contain long-term records of climate which can be interpreted in terms of 
temperature, salinity, and anthropogenic impact,” it explains. “However, while coral 

reefs can be compared to rainforests, they are also the canaries of the sea, being very 

sensitive to small changes in the chemical and physical condition of their environment. 
Modern coral reefs — whether deep or shallow — are under attack from a wide range 

of local and globally distributed anthropogenic factors,” the science educational 
website adds. 

Coral reefs cover less than 0.1% of the world’s oceans, yet they are home to a third of 

marine species. They also serve an important role in protecting coasts from storm 

flooding as they can break waves and diminish their destructive power. Without reefs 
coasts would be far more subject to devastating floods. In addition, reefs generate 

plenty of income for local economies, their economic benefits reaching a total tally of 
$10 trillion a year, according to estimates. In annual tourism revenues alone reefs 

contribute $36 billion. Yet reefs everywhere are under attack from a variety of man-

made stresses, climate change among them, and they are facing an existential crisis, 
according to the International Coral Reef Society, an international team of researchers 

representing thousands of coral scientists worldwide. “The model projections show 
that up to 30% of coral reefs will persist through this century if we limit global warming 

to 1.5 degrees Celsius,” says Andréa Grottoli, a professor of earth sciences at Ohio State 

University, who was an author of a new paper detailing the risks coral reefs face. “But 
if we are to limit warming to 1.5 degrees, we have to do it now. The science and the 

models show that we have only a few years left to reduce carbon dioxide emissions that 
put us on that path. It has to happen this decade, or we won’t make that target,” 

Grottoli explains. 

To save embattled reefs, three strategies will need to be adopted worldwide, Grottoli 
and his colleagues say: 1) addressing climate change, 2) improving local environmental 

conditions and 3) restoring damaged reefs if necessary. Failing that, more and more 

reefs could well experience heat-induced mass bleaching episodes, which could 
endanger not only the health of fragile corals but the health of entire ecosystems that 

depend on them. “From a coral reef perspective, we go from 30% of reefs surviving to 
only a few percent surviving if we don’t act now,” Grottoli says. “We are already faced 

with a grand challenge in trying to restore the reefs. Once we do eventually reduce 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/global-fund-agrees-to-compensate-israel-for-tar-pollution-by-syrian-oil-tanker/
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carbon dioxide emissions and the planet is no longer warming at an accelerated rate, 
trying to restore from just a few percent is much more difficult.” 

The experts are calling on politicans and other decision makers worldwide to enact 

polices that can ensure the continued survival of reefs, including meaningful climate 
change mitigation efforts and biodiversity restoration projects in collaboration with 

local communities that live near those reefs. The latter is of great importance as water 

pollution, mass tourism and unsustainable fishing practices, too, pose grave risks to 
coral reefs and the myriad of marine creatures that inhabit them. “As bad as climate 

change has been for the last decades, we also have lost vast amounts of coral reefs 
through overfishing, pollution and other local actions, and we need to tackle both of 

those fronts simultaneously,” says Nancy Knowlton, the Sant Chair for Marine Science 

Emerita at the Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum of Natural History. 
“Climate change is important but it’s important that these other things aren’t 

neglected. There’s no time for arguing about which is most important; we need to do 
all of them,” Knowlton stresses. 

Source: sustainability-times.com; 22 July 2021 
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GEOPOLITICS 
 

FOCUS ON MARITIME SECURITY, 

PEACEKEEPING, TERROR AS INDIA ENTERS 

UNSC PRESIDENCY 
- Sohini Goswami 

As India took over the presidency of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC), a 
senior diplomat said the stint would give the country an opportunity to play an 

important role yet again in shaping some of the important challenges on international 
peace and security. India’s permanent ambassador to the UN TS Tirumurti said there 

are three major areas on which focus would remain in August -- maritime security, 

peacekeeping and counter-terrorism. “Conflicts have increased in Covid times, putting 
considerable pressure on UN peacekeepers and resources. In this scenario, India's 

priority in the UN, particularly in the UNSC, has a very clear focus on issues that are 
directly relevant to the international community,” “For example international 

terrorism, peacekeeping, enhancing international peace and security, sensitivity to 

developing country issues especially Africa and small states, reformed multilateralism, 
and furthering the agenda of women and human-centric development,” the 

ambassador. 

Speaking about India’s agenda for August that it can decide on as part of the rotating 
presidency, focus will be on the themes of maritime security, peacekeeping, and 

counter-terrorism and preside over three high-level signature events on these issues. 

"I think maritime security discussion is a first. And, you know, maritime security has 
always received a very high priority in our foreign policy. We believe that it is time for 

the Security Council to take a holistic approach to the issue of maritime security, that 
safeguards common prosperity and other security interest “This is our eighth tenure. 

We have been a sobering and responsible voice and also been bridging different views 

especially when the Council (UNSC) is polarised. We have not hesitated to stand out, 
even when P5 (five permanent members) had a different view,” Tirumurti said. 

“We've never failed to highlight manifestations of terrorist activities across the world, 

especially now, for example, in Africa where it is increasing. We hope to discuss the 
secretary general’s report on ISIL (Islamic State of Iraq & Levant) and keep the 

spotlight on this matter,” he said. "We will be focusing on how to ensure the safety of 
the peacekeepers, but especially by using better technology, and also how to bring 

perpetrators of crimes against peacekeepers to justice. We are strongly advocating for 

proactive measures to what we call as protecting the protectors." On the agenda of 
counter-terrorism, India's top envoy to the UN said, "India has consistently kept the 

spotlight on combating terrorism, both inside the discussions in the council and 
outside as well. We are not only strengthened the efforts to combat terrorism, 
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especially for example in the financing of terrorism but we are also prevented efforts 
to dilute the focus on terrorism." This is India's first presidency during its 2021-22 

tenure as a non-permanent member of the Security Council and is also. India's eight 
tenure so far. India will again preside over the Council in December next year, the last 

month of its two-year tenure. 

Source: Hindustan Times; 02 August 2021 

 

BLUE HOMELAND: TURKEY’S STRATEGY IN 

THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN 
- Antonia Colibasanu 

The purpose of the Blue Homeland strategy is that Turkey should dominate the 

Mediterranean and reclaim the mercantile and maritime power, Antonia 

Colibasanu, Geopolitical Futures’ Chief Operating Officer, writes for Euractiv. 
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan’s latest moves – a visit to the Turkish 

Republic of Northern Cyprus and the announcement of a resumption of Turkish 
energy exploration in the area – are meant to show that he will continue to pursue 

his neo-Ottoman “Mavi Vatan” (Blue Homeland) doctrine. 

Whether development of any large finds in the Eastern Mediterranean would be viable 
in the current climate is questionable, but Turkey needs to deter conventional threats 

along its coastline, and under the circumstances, energy exploration may be the best 

excuse. At the same time, Erdoğan may use the potential for a new crisis in the Eastern 
Mediterranean to distract Turks from economic problems at home that threaten to 

destabilise his rule. Erdoğan’s trip to Northern Cyprus came just three days after 
Turkey’s UN envoy spoke with the UN secretary-general about Greece’s “continuous 

flagrant violations” of international law in the Aegean and Mediterranean. 

Contravening the 1923 Lausanne Treaty, the envoy said, Athens has militarised islands 
near Turkey that are supposed to remain demilitarised. Turkey wants to amend or 

cancel the treaty, which gave Greece sovereignty over the islands close to Turkey’s 
coast, including the right to explore for and extract natural resources from the sea, 

thus denying Turkey a significant exclusive economic zone. In 2019 and 2020, tensions 

between Ankara and Athens flared as Turkey sent seismic research ships to waters 
contested by Greece and the Republic of Cyprus. 

Turkey hasn’t formally renounced its desire to join the bloc, but its efforts have shifted 

toward updating the EU-Turkey customs union and visa liberalization. The socio-
economic crisis in Europe, coupled with the refugee crisis, made Ankara change its 

relationship with Brussels. Considering one of the main migration routes from the 

Middle East passes through the Aegean, Turkey and the European Union (and notably 
Greece, as the first receiving country) have had to cooperate on managing the flow of 

migrants. When Turkey highlights Greece’s militarisation of islands, much of it has to 
do with the placement of security personnel to ensure that migrant flows are well-

managed and locals are exposed to minimal risks. At the same time, Turkey has tried 

to establish itself as a key transit country within Europe’s southern gas supply corridor 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/focus-on-maritime-security-peacekeeping-terror-as-india-enters-unsc-presidency-101627873543545.html
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through its involvement in the TANAP and TurkStream pipelines, which move gas 
from the Caucasus and Russia, respectively. When energy discoveries were made in 

the Eastern Mediterranean, Turkish aspirations to become a regional energy hub grew 
further – even as hopes for better relations between Turkey, Cyprus and Greece 

diminished. 

After the failure of the last round of negotiations on Cyprus’ fate in 2017, the Republic 

of Cyprus announced the exploitation of its deposits. Turkey denounced the decision 
as a violation of the rights of Turkish Cypriots and launched its “gunboat policy,” 

sending warships to prevent this initiative and to conduct its own exploration in 
disputed areas. Turkey, Cyprus and Greece are not alone in the new energy game 

emerging in the Eastern Mediterranean. The first beneficiary of gas from the region 

was Israel, which has become an exporter of gas since the discovery in 2010. Egypt 
joined the club in 2011.  Countries then established exclusive economic zones over the 

areas in which energy was discovered. This led to the appropriation of certain areas 
and, consequently, made Turkey feel as though it was being boxed in again – hardly a 

happy outcome for an aspiring regional power. It thus developed its “Blue Homeland” 

strategy, whereby Turkey would develop its navy and strengthen its ability to protect 
Turkish interests overseas. 

Under Erdoğan, it has since become synonymous with the designation of maritime 

areas from which Turkey is said to have been unjustly deprived in its near abroad. The 
purpose of the Blue Homeland strategy is not just to expand Turkish influence abroad 

but also to pursue many of Turkey’s domestic and financial interests. Implicit in the 
concept is the idea that Turkey should dominate the Mediterranean and reclaim the 

mercantile and maritime power once held by the Ottomans. It argues that Turkey’s 

geographic position is an asset, not a vulnerability. Having a strong naval presence in 
the Mediterranean, particularly the Eastern Mediterranean, would allow Turkey to 

assert claims to oil and gas reserves in contested waters there. This would in turn help 
Ankara become an energy hub and achieve energy independence. 

Source: vestnikkavkaza.net; 31 July 2021 

 

VIETNAM CHAIRS MEETING OF GROUP OF 

FRIENDS ON 1982 UNCLOS 
On July 21 (New York time), the Vietnamese mission to the United Nations (UN) 

hosted an online meeting of the Group of Friends on the 1982 United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). The theme of this meeting highlights the 

importance of the UNCLOS in carrying out UN Sustainable Development Goal No 14 
on the conservation and sustainable use of seas and oceans (SDG 14). The event 

featured the participation of ambassadors, delegation heads and representatives of 

more than 120 UN member states. 

Upon addressing the event, Malcolm Evans, British Professor of Public International 
Law at Bristol University said that UNCLOS, the "Charter of the Oceans", is the 

framework that governs all activities at seas and oceans, ensuring a balance between 

https://vestnikkavkaza.net/analysis/Blue-Homeland-Turkey%E2%80%99s-strategy-in-the-Eastern-Mediterranean.html
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the need to exploit resources from the sea, and the freedom and the governance of the 
sea that serves common interests. Dispute settlement mechanism established under 

the UNCLOS helps to settle disputes peacefully among countries as a means of 
promoting understanding of the UNCLOS. As UNCLOS reflects most of the rules of 

customary international law that are binding on all countries, the interpretation and 

application of UNCLOS by courts and arbitral tribunals will be of great importance to 
all countries, both member and non-member states of UNCLOS, he said. In addition, 

UNCLOS can be regularly updated to meet current and future challenges in the sea 
and ocean fields such as safety and security of the sea, pollution of the marine 

environment, and exploitation of resources under sea bottom and biodiversity. 

Regarding the implementation of SDG 14, Professor Evans went on to say that the 
SDG14 goals are mainly focused on the issue of "life below water", the benefits for 

developing and underdeveloped countries from fishing activities. However, the SDG14 
goals should be expanded to meet emerging sustainable development needs such as 

exploiting resources on the seabed, responding to challenges posed by climate change, 

and sea level rise, the Professor added. 

The countries affirmed the central role of UNCLOS and the principle of peaceful 
dispute settlement, highly appreciating the role of the dispute settlement mechanism 

established under UNCLOS in promoting a rule-based maritime legal order, thereby 
contributing to achieving sustainable development goals (SDGs). Some 

representatives expressed their desire to soon resume the negotiation process of 

documents on biodiversity outside the jurisdiction, and show their interest in the use 
of technology and science in sea and ocean research, exploitation and conservation. 

Countries also share challenges such as marine pollution, unsustainable sea and ocean 
use practices, challenges from climate change, sea level rise, and impacts of maritime 

disputes regarding sustainable development. Ambassador Dang Dinh Quy, Permanent 

Representative of Vietnam to the UN thanked the countries for supporting and 
attending the meeting. The Group of Friends will maintain regular activities, thereby 

helping to increase understanding of UNCLOS, share good practices, and meet the 
common concerns of the international community, the Ambassador added. 

Source: vietnamnet.vn; 22 July 2021 
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