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MARITIME SECURITY 
 

HOW DID SOMALI PIRATES GET PAID? 
- Sriram Lakshman and Kallol Bhattacherjee 

Rob Phayre, a former ransom delivery specialist who helped shipowners retrieve 
vessels and crews from pirates, has written a new novel based on his experiences off 
Somalia. He recently corresponded with The Maritime Executive about the nature of 

the work and the root causes of Somali piracy.  

TME: To start, can you tell us about yourself and your career in resolving 

hostage situations? 

I started my career with seven years as a British military helicopter pilot, and I 
commanded a flight of helicopters in the Second Gulf War. I had the privilege to fly the 
first British Army helicopter across the border into Iraq on the first day of the war. I 
also flew in Northern Ireland during The Troubles. Perhaps one of my best experiences 
was in supporting British special forces when doing their jungle training in West 

Africa. After leaving the British Army, I lived in Africa for nearly 17 years, but I was 
only involved in resolving Somali pirate attacks for about three of those years. During 
that time, I worked on more than 30 projects delivering ransoms to Somali pirates. I 
have also supported a number of organizations resolving other onshore kidnapping 
incidents. If I had to put a figure on the total amount delivered in ransom, it’s just 
under $100 million. 

TME: Can you tell us about how you would arrange for ransom deliveries? 

We developed a special mechanism that allowed us to drop the ransom out of an 
aircraft by parachute. The pirates would collect the money after it fell into the water, 

take it to the ship, count it and then leave. At that point another team that we had 
already pre-positioned would board the ship, cross load supplies, help the crew get it 
underway again and escort it to the nearest safe port. There were a number of risks 
during those projects. Delays could mean the pirates would lose patience and we would 
have to go back to the negotiating table. The money delivery could fail. We never lost 

a load to a bad drop, but it was close occasionally. The pirates might not have left the 
ship after we paid the ransom, or the rescue team could get attacked on the way to 
collect the ship.  We managed all of those risks to the best of our ability. During the 
peak of piracy, my team and I delivered a ransom that was worth just under $15 
million. To give you an idea of scale, that’s about 160 kilos of hundred-dollar bills - 

about seven large Samsonite suitcases' worth. It remains to this day one of the largest 
ransoms paid for hostage taking at sea. 

TME: Did the pirates always leave the ship once they were paid, or did they 
ever try to hold out for more money? 
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For the projects I worked on, yes. Simply put, they were businesspeople - granted, 
businesspeople with no moral values, but still businesspeople.  If they hadn’t 

surrendered the ship after a delivery, then they wouldn’t have been paid again. They 
would accrue all the costs of running their projects and not get any more financial 
rewards. I am aware of several projects where hostages didn’t get released after a 
payment, but in many cases, they were not negotiated professionally. 

TME: Do governments get involved in negotiating with pirates and paying 
ransoms? 

It’s a very grey area. It depends on the government and the part of the world where the 
hostage taking has happened. The French government, for example, has passed laws 

that state that they will pay ransoms to get their citizens back. In fact, there have been 
a number of protests when they haven’t. Most Western governments will publicly say 
that they don’t make substantive concessions to pirates. That is the right approach in 
my opinion.  

Nation-states making payments with unlimited funds just raises the cost of ransoms 
for everyone else. However, it is also right that individuals, if they choose to, should be 
able to pay ransom to release their loved ones. That all works fine and is generally 

ignored by governments as long as payments are not made to terrorist organisations. 
If terrorists are involved, that’s much trickier. You can’t pay them legally, even through 
third parties. On the plus side, governmental support may be more likely to happen - 
but that usually results in a security service response. The risk to the hostage goes up 
considerably. This became a concern several years into the antipiracy response off 

Somalia. As soon as there was a lull in the number of vessels being held by pirates, 
Western governments determined that the risk of inadvertently paying money to 
terrorist organizations in Somalia was too high, and they made it a very serious offence 
to pay ransom. I am not aware of any proof that any ransom was ever directly paid to 
a terrorist group for maritime piracy in Somalia, but there was always the potential for 

side payments or protection money being paid by the piracy groups. It was certainly a 
factor in the decision process for many risk management companies. A final word on 
maritime terrorism: this is different from piracy or criminality. The objective is 
completely different. With terrorism, an actor will target either a specific vessel or a 
specific flag state to enhance their political aims. Money has nothing to do with it. 

TME: What were the root causes of Somali piracy? 

I believe that the commonly used explanation of foreign offshore fishing vessels 
plundering the Somali coast is used too often as an argument. Sure, it’s a potential 

catalyst, but money and power were the key drivers once they were available. Warlords 
and clan chiefs could raise huge sums of money, equip their personal forces and 
expand their fiefdoms. Individuals could earn a living that just wasn’t available to them 
before. Most of the political leadership didn’t have the power or reach to be able to 
police the whole of the coastline, and those who did have the ability were most likely 

corrupt. The existence of a failed state provided safe harbor for pirates to bring home 
their catch and negotiate their release. 

TME: How can piracy be defeated? 
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In the longer term, only sustainable development, other employment opportunities, 
the removal of available targets, rule of law and effective military response are the way 

to continue bringing down the maritime piracy risk. 

Rob Phayre is the author of The Ransom Drop, a newly-released novel about 
maritime kidnapping and ransom delivery. 

Source: The Maritime Executive; 27 August 2021 

 

INDIAN OCEAN PIRACY ‘HIGH RISK AREA’ 

REDUCED 
While a continued downward trend in Somali piracy has prompted leading shipping 

organisations to reduce the geographic boundaries of the ‘High Risk Area’ for piracy 
in the Indian Ocean, vessels transiting these waters must remain vigilant and be aware 
of the evolving maritime security landscape. On 17 August 2021, BIMCO, ICS, 
INTERCARGO, INTERTANKO, and OCIMF, representing the global shipping and oil 
industries, announced an agreement to reduce the boundaries of the piracy High Risk 

Area (HRA) in the Indian Ocean as incidents in the region continues to decrease. The 
changes will come into effect on 1 September 2021 and will, in broad terms, reduce the 
HRA boundaries to the Yemeni and Somali Territorial Seas and Exclusive Economic 
Zones in its eastern and southern reaches. 

A copy of the joint press release, which also contains the illustrative map and the exact 
coordinates of the revised HRA shown below, can be downloaded from the “Red Sea, 
Gulf Of Aden, Somali Basin, Arabian Sea” section of the Maritime Global Security 

website. The geography of the Indian Ocean region is, however, diverse and ranges 
from narrow choke points such as the Bab el-Mandeb Strait and the Strait of Hormuz 
to the wide-open ocean of the Somali basin. Each area presents different challenges 
and threats will vary. Hence, whilst the trimming of the HRA boundaries may signal a 
step in the right direction where Somali piracy is concerned, all vessels transiting the 

Indian Ocean waters are encouraged to continue to remain vigilant and be aware of 
the evolving maritime security landscape. Remember that preparation and planning 
is key and that the consequences of not adopting effective security measures can be 
severe. 

Somali piracy 

The HRA was created at the height of the Somali piracy threat in 2010 to show 
shipowners, operators, and seafarers where pirates operated and where extra vigilance 
was required to avoid attacks. Subsequent updates to the HRA have reflected the 

changing nature of the threats in the region, including the successful suppression of 
Somali pirate action. According to the IMB PRC, the total number of attacks in the 
Indian Ocean region that could be attributed to Somali pirates peaked in 2011, when 
237 incidents were recorded, and soared to 557 during the five-year period between 
2010 and 2014. This number fell dramatically to just fourteen in the six-year period 

between 2015 and 2020, a drop that is widely regarded as a result of joint efforts to 

https://www.maritime-executive.com/editorials/q-a-with-rob-phayre-author-of-the-ransom-drop
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reduce crimes at sea. At the time of writing, Somali pirate groups have reportedly not 
succeeded in attacking a merchant vessel since 2017. 

Notes of caution 

• Despite the reduction in Somali piracy, the IMB PRC warns that Somali pirate groups 
continue to possess the capacity to carry out attacks in the Somali basin and wider 

Indian Ocean. They also tend to be well armed with automatic weapons, RPGs and 
have been known to use skiffs launched from mother vessels, which may be hijacked 
fishing vessels or dhows. All merchant ships are therefore advised to adhere to the 
recommendations in the latest industry Best Management Practices (BMP) while 
transiting these waters. 

• The HRA forms only a part of the area denoted as the ‘Voluntary Reporting Area’ 
(VRA) as defined in the BMP. Ships are encouraged to register with the Maritime 

Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) and report to the United Kingdom 
Maritime Trade Operations (UKMTO) prior to entering the region. 

• Threats are dynamic and a pre-transit risk assessments must consider the latest 
information on current threats in both the VRA and HRA. Information should be 
sought from the organisations listed in Annex A of the BMP and ships should be 
prepared to deviate from their planned route at short notice to avoid threats 

highlighted by navigation warnings or by military forces. 

• The conflict in Yemen has introduced additional maritime security threats, other 

than piracy, to the Southern Red Sea and Bab al-Mandeb. Ships transiting this area 
are recommended to use the established Maritime Security Transit Corridor (MSTC), 
a military established corridor upon which naval forces focus their presence and 
surveillance efforts. 

It is also worth noting that the recently amended HRA boundaries relate to the 
implementation of BMP measures only. The Indian Ocean region is also a Joint War 
Committee (JWC) listed area and a high risk area for IBF/ITF crew contracts, however, 

the coordinates/boundaries of these areas do not coincide with the piracy HRA. 

Source: Hellenic Shipping News; 31 August 2021 

 

 

IMO SUPPORTS MARITIME SECURITY 

ACTIVITIES IN EAST AFRICA 
- IMO 

IMO has assisted in the strengthening of maritime security governance in East Africa 
by participating in two regional events during August: the Strategic Maritime Security 
and Blue Economy course (held 9-13 August) held in Kenya, and also the annual 

Cutlass Express event (26th July – 6th August) a United States Naval Forces Africa 
led, maritime security exercise conducted in the Western Indian Ocean. For the 
Strategic Maritime Security and Blue Economy course, Kiruja Micheni, IMO project 

https://www.hellenicshippingnews.com/indian-ocean-piracy-high-risk-area-reduced/
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manager for the Djibouti Code of Conduct (DCoC) facilitated a module on maritime 
security governance. This focused on the establishment of National Maritime Security 

Committee, development of a National Maritime Risk Register and formulation of a 
National Maritime Security Strategy. 

The course was organized by the Peace and Conflict Studies School (PCSS) of the 
International Peace Support Training Centre (IPSTC) and sponsored by the 
Government of Japan through the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). 
It is designed to tackle the complex convergence of existing maritime security policies, 

implementation hurdles and the significance of an integrated approach to maritime 
security for the sustainable development of the regional maritime sector. Attendees 
included senior officials from various stakeholder ministries/departments in Kenya, 
the International Conference on the Great Lakes Region (ICGLR) and the 
Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD). IMO also participated in the 

Cutlass Express maritime security exercise, which was held in Kenya, Djibouti and 
Seychelles this year. In addition to acting as one of the facilitators and assisting with 
planning, Micheni delivered a presentation on the DCoC and its Jeddah Amendment 
(JA) and its role in enhancing maritime security in the region. 

The Cutlass Express exercise aims to improve regional cooperation in support of the 
DCoC JA, increase information sharing, promote Maritime Domain Awareness 
(MDA), push for maritime interdiction and adherence to the rule of law, as well as 

counter-proliferation interdiction capabilities in strengthening safety and security in 
East Africa. This year’s event was attended by representatives from Canada, Comoros, 
Djibouti, France, Georgia, India, Japan, Kenya, Madagascar, Mauritius, Mozambique, 
Rwanda, Seychelles, Somalia, Sudan, the United Republic of Tanzania, United 
Kingdom, the United States, UNODC and IMO. 

Source: Hellenic Shipping News; 25 August 2021 

 

AUSTRALIA, INDIA, JAPAN, AND U.S. KICK-

OFF EXERCISE MALABAR 2021 
- Commander, Task Force 71 Public Affairs 

PACIFIC OCEAN (NNS) – Maritime forces from Australia, Japan, India, and the 
United States began phase 1 of cooperative maritime exercise MALABAR 2021 in the 
Philippine Sea, Aug. 26. MALABAR is an annual maritime exercise that enhances 

planning, training, and employment of advanced warfare tactics between the Royal 
Australian Navy (RAN), Indian Navy (IN), Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force 
(JMSDF), and U.S. Navy which demonstrates the commitment between like-minded 
nations to upholding a rules-based maritime order in the Indo-Pacific. This year’s 
exercise is hosted by the U.S. Navy and will take part in two phases. The first phase is 

an opportunity for the four Indo-Pacific navies to operate together in the Philippines 
Sea to strengthen their skills in combined maritime operations, anti-submarine 
warfare operations, air warfare operations, live-fire gunnery events, replenishments-
at-sea, cross-deck flight operations, and maritime interdiction operations. This year 

https://www.hellenicshippingnews.com/imo-supports-maritime-security-activities-in-east-africa/
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the exercise includes Naval Special Warfare forces during phase 1 to address irregular 
maritime threats and enhance integration with traditional naval forces. "MALABAR 

21 is an excellent opportunity to conduct multi-national training to hone warfighting 
and maritime security skillsets,” said Capt. Chase Sargeant, commander, CTF 71. "U.S. 
destroyers closely integrating with our partners and allies builds the foundation for 
regional security and stability that benefits all Indo-Pacific nations." U.S. participants 
for phase one include Pacific Fleet’s top sub hunter, Arleigh Burke-class guided-

missile destroyer USS Barry (DDG 52), Naval Special Warfare forces, maritime patrol 
and reconnaissance aircraft from Task Force 72, and Military Sealift Command’s 
(MSC) Henry J. Kaiser-class underway replenishment oiler USNS Rappahannock (T-
AO 204). 

"MALABAR 21 provides a wonderful opportunity to bolster our international 
partnerships," said Cmdr. Chris Gahl, commanding officer, USS Barry. "Our team is 

excited to demonstrate [anti-submarine warfare] capabilities and to collaborate 
alongside our Indo-Pacific partners and allies. The lessons and tactics we share will 
enhance our strength and capabilities in supporting the common vision of a free and 
open Indo-Pacific." 

Elements of the Royal Australian, Indian, Japanese, and American maritime forces 
routinely operate together in the Indo-Pacific, fostering a cooperative approach 
toward regional security and stability to deter malign influence. Representing the 

Indian Navy is Shivalik-class multi-role stealth frigate INS Shivalik (F 47), and 
Kamorta-class anti-submarine warfare corvette INS Kadmatt (P 29). Representing the 
JMSDF is Izumo-class multi-purpose operation destroyer JS Kaga (DDH 184), 
Murasame-class destroyers JS Murasame (DD 101) and JS Shiranui (DD 120). 
Representing Australia is Anzac-class frigate HMAS Warramonga (FFH 152). 

Maritime patrol and reconnaissance aircraft are scheduled to include an IN P-8, 
JMSDF P-1, and U.S. P-8A. Under Commander, U. S. Pacific Fleet, 7th Fleet is the U.S. 
Navy's largest forward-deployed numbered fleet, and routinely interacts and operates 
with 35 maritime nations in preserving a free and open Indo-Pacific region. 

Source: c7f.navy.mil; 25 August 2021 

 

 

INS AIRAVAT ARRIVES AT THAILAND WITH 

COVID RELIEF SUPPLIES 
As part of the ongoing Mission SAGAR, INS Airavat arrived at Sattahip, Thailand with 
COVID Relief Material on 03 September 2021. The ship is delivering 300 oxygen 
concentrators based on the requirement projected by the Government of Thailand in 
its fight against the ongoing COVID19 pandemic. INS Airavat has been deployed to 

deliver COVID relief to friendly foreign nations in South East Asia who are battling the 
COVID19 pandemic under the aegis of Mission SAGAR (Security and Growth for All 
in the Region) initiated by the Govt. of India.  In the current deployment, the ship has 
delivered COVID relief material to Indonesia, Vietnam prior to arriving in Thailand. A 

https://www.c7f.navy.mil/Media/News/Display/Article/2747130/australia-india-japan-and-us-kick-off-exercise-malabar-2021/
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Landing Ship Tank (Large) class of ship, INS Airavat, is a part of the Eastern Fleet at 
Visakhapatnam under Eastern Naval Command. The ship is indigenously designed 

and built to induct military vehicles and cargo onto the adversary shores. Her 
secondary role includes HADR. Thus, she has been a platform of choice for this 
mission. The ship has taken an active part in the nation’s effort to battle COVID19 
since April 2021. 

Source: Indian Navy; 03 September 2021 
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MARITIME FORCES 
 

THE US IS BUILDING A MILITARY BASE IN 

THE MIDDLE OF THE PACIFIC OCEAN. 

MICRONESIAN RESIDENTS HAVE QUESTIONS. 

- Ashley Westerman 

Last month, during high-level talks in Honolulu, the US Indo-Pacific Command and 
the Federated States of Micronesia (FSM) agreed to build a new base in the island 
nation, an archipelago of more than 600 islands strewn across the Western Pacific, 
some 3,700 miles from Hawaii. The move is seen as another component of the Biden 

administration’s continued effort to increase its footprint in Oceania.  However, details 
about the base, so far, are scarce, causing anxiety for some FSM citizens who are 
worried about disruptions to their way of life, and wary about the idea of American 
military expansion in the region. Sam Illesugam, 41, has lots of questions about the 
new military base: How big? What kind of base? “All of those questions are still very 
much up in the air for us,” Illesugam told The World.  Illesugam, who now lives and 

works in the US territory of Guam, still has siblings and other family back in Yap, one 
of the Federated States of Micronesia’s four states. “Any time there is a sudden change 
to the land, you affect our identity as Native islanders,” he said. “This will alter the 
social landscape of our islands. Our islands are very, very small. Any type of changes 
to our lifestyle will greatly affect us.” Illesugam is also uneasy with the idea of an 

increased US military presence in the Pacific. Ongoing land disputes on Guam and 
heightened tensions with locals over the heavy US military presence on Okinawa have 
put him and others “on alert.” 

‘Part of the homeland’ 

The US military’s record in the Pacific is as checkered as it is long. 

From colonization of the Philippines to nuclear testing in the Marshall Islands, 
Washington has given locals plenty of reasons for pause. Today, US Indo-Pacific 
Command already has some 375,000 military and civilian personnel working across 
the Asian Pacific. The Federated States of Micronesia did not respond to The World’s 
questions about how, or if, they plan to incorporate the public. But President David W. 

Panuelo clearly stated that the agreement he made to build the new military base was 
in the interest of his people. In particular, their security interests, which are 
guaranteed by a very special relationship with Washington. “The Freely Associated 
States are squarely part of the homeland, and so, we’re being protected by the United 
States,” Panuelo told the Australian Broadcasting Corporation after his meetings in 

Hawaii. 
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The Compacts of Free Association are special, bi-lateral agreements FSM, Palau and 
The Marshall Islands have each struck with Washington. Established in the 1980s, 

these agreements are renegotiated every few years, and through them, the three 
nations have received hundreds of millions of dollars in aid. Satu Limaye, vice 
president of the East-West Center, said there's also a crucial military component to the 
agreements, which allows citizens to join the US military. “The most recent version of 
the Compact of Free Association requires the United States to defend the FSM and 

gives it the right to use facilities, bases, sites,” he said. Limaye said that being legally 
obligated to the US military as a sole defender puts these states in a very unique 
position. “FSM, like other countries in the region, is straddling or managing its 
relations both with China and the United States, as China is increasingly active there,” 
he said. 

Preparing for China’s military capabilities  

Beijing has had diplomatic relations with the Federated States of Micronesia for more 
than 30 years. So far, there’s been no real reaction about their forthcoming base. The 

two nations engage in millions of dollars in trade annually, according to the 
Observatory of Economic Complexity. President Panuelo told the Australian 
Broadcasting Corporation that in managing his relationships with the US and China, 
FSM interests come first.  “And so, the posturing of the United States and our country 
is not looking for confrontation, but rather looking at deterrence and making sure 

peace exists in our vast Pacific Ocean,” he said. Still, Washington is increasingly 
concerned about armed conflict with China, according to Derek Grossman, a senior 
defense analyst with the RAND Corporation. “They have a growing range to deploy 
these capabilities against US interests in the Pacific,” Grossman said. “That’s ballistic 
missiles, cruise missiles, bombers, surface fleets, as well as submarine assets.” 

Over the last decade or so, China has made significant inroads into the Pacific by 
scaling up, not just economic involvement, but also its aid, and diplomatic and 

commercial activity in the region. The Compact of Free Association States have not 
been immune to Beijing’s growing influence, according to the US-China Economic and 
Security Review Commission. By establishing new military sites in the Pacific, the US 
gains access to new locations from which to potentially engage in future armed conflict 
with Beijing. But the downside is that these places are much further away from the US, 

Grossman said. The Federated States of Micronesia, for example, is nearly 3,700 miles 
from Hawaii. And this, Grossman said, will likely make it more difficult for the US to 
project its influence on the people in the region. Freelance writer Alex J. Rhowuniong 
is an FSM-born US military veteran living in Guam. The Chuuk State, Micronesia 
native says he would like to see a military base built in FSM. He can understand the 

hesitation, but for a military mind, “a no-active-military-presence zone is not a safe 
zone at all,” he wrote in an email to The World. 

Rhowuniong noted that a military base in FSM would be both good for the local 
economy, as well as for the thousands of veterans scattered throughout the nation. “If 
the US military does not establish a presence on FSM now, the enemy just might 
during military conflict,” he said. “They have a growing range to deploy these 
capabilities against US interests in the Pacific,” Grossman said. “That’s ballistic 

missiles, cruise missiles, bombers, surface fleets, as well as submarine assets.” Over 
the last decade or so, China has made significant inroads into the Pacific by scaling up, 
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not just economic involvement, but also its aid, and diplomatic and commercial 
activity in the region. The Compact of Free Association States have not been immune 

to Beijing’s growing influence, according to the US-China Economic and Security 
Review Commission. 

By establishing new military sites in the Pacific, the US gains access to new locations 
from which to potentially engage in future armed conflict with Beijing. But the 
downside is that these places are much further away from the US, Grossman said. The 
Federated States of Micronesia, for example, is nearly 3,700 miles from Hawaii. And 

this, Grossman said, will likely make it more difficult for the US to project its influence 
on the people in the region. Freelance writer Alex J. Rhowuniong is an FSM-born US 
military veteran living in Guam. The Chuuk State, Micronesia native says he would like 
to see a military base built in FSM. He can understand the hesitation, but for a military 
mind, “a no-active-military-presence zone is not a safe zone at all,” he wrote in an 

email to The World. Rhowuniong noted that a military base in FSM would be both 
good for the local economy, as well as for the thousands of veterans scattered 
throughout the nation. “If the US military does not establish a presence on FSM now, 
the enemy just might during military conflict,” he said. 

Source: pri.org; 24 August 2021 

 

 

ISRAELI AND U.S. WARSHIPS CONDUCT 

MILESTONE MARITIME PATROL 
MANAMA, Bahrain — Ships from the Israeli navy and U.S. Naval Forces Central 
Command (NAVCENT) conducted a combined maritime security patrol in the Red 
Sea, Aug. 30-31, U.S. Naval Forces Central Command said in an Aug. 31 release.  Four 
Israeli and U.S. Navy ships sailed together in the Gulf of Aqaba as the U.S. Department 
of Defense shifted Israel from U.S. European Command to U.S. Central Command’s 

area of responsibility.  

“Our navies are ushering in a new era of expanded cooperation and capacity building,” 
said Vice Adm. Brad Cooper, commander of NAVCENT, U.S. 5th Fleet and Combined 
Maritime Forces. “We are partnering in new ways, which is essential for preserving 
security in today’s dynamic maritime environment.”  Guided-missile cruiser USS 
Monterey (CG 61) sailed alongside an Israeli navy corvette and two patrol boats as a 

U.S. Navy P-8A Poseidon maritime patrol aircraft flew overhead. The units conducted 
air defense, high value unit defense, small boat operations and tactical maneuver 
training. “Combined patrols like these help maintain regional maritime security and 
stability,” said Capt. Robert Francis, commodore for NAVCENT’s Task Force 55 which 
controls U.S. Navy surface assets in the Middle East. “The collaboration has been 

tremendous. We share a common understanding with our international counterparts 
that there is strength in unity.”  In January, the United States announced moving Israel 
from U.S. European Command to U.S. Central Command’s area of responsibility 
effective Sept. 1. The change offers new opportunities for cooperation among regional 

https://www.pri.org/stories/2021-08-24/us-building-military-base-middle-pacific-ocean-micronesian-residents-have
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navies in the Middle East. The U.S. 5th Fleet area of operations encompasses nearly 
2.5 million square miles of water area and includes the Arabian Gulf, Gulf of Oman, 

Red Sea, parts of the Indian Ocean and three critical choke points at the Strait of 
Hormuz, the Suez Canal and the Strait of Bab-al-Mandeb. With Israel’s addition, the 
region is now comprised of 21 countries.  

Source: Sea Power Magazine; 01 September 2021 

 

NAVAL AVIATION TO GET PRESIDENT’S 

COLOUR ON SEPTEMBER 6 
 
President Ram Nath Kovind will award the President’s Colour to Indian Naval Aviation 

at a ceremonial parade to be held at INS Hansa, Goa, on September 6. The President’s 
Colour is the highest honour bestowed on a military unit in recognition of its 
exceptional service to the nation. Naval Aviation came into being with acquisition of 
the first Sealand aircraft on January 13, 1951 and the commissioning of INS Garuda, 
the first Naval Air Station, on May 11, 1953, the Navy said in a statement. “Today, Naval 

Aviation boasts of nine air stations and three naval air enclaves along the Indian 
coastline and in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands,” it stated. Over the past seven 
decades, it had transformed into a modern, technologically advanced and highly 
potent force, with more than 250 aircraft comprising carrier-borne fighters, maritime 
reconnaissance aircraft, helicopters and remotely piloted aircraft (RPA), the Navy 

said. The Navy was the first amongst the armed forces to be awarded the President’s 
Colour on May 27, 1951 by then President Rajendra Prasad, as per the statement. The 
arrival of the armed Firefly aircraft in 1958 added an offensive punch and 1959 saw the 
commissioning of the Indian Naval Air Squadron (INAS) 550, with 10 Sealand, 10 
Firefly and three HT-2 aircraft. Over the years, a variety of rotary wing platforms have 

been added as well. Maritime reconnaissance also grew steadily, beginning with the 
induction of the Super-Constellation from the Indian Air Force in 1976 to the state of 
the art Boeing P 8I aircraft in 2013. 
 
Carrier aviation 

 
The Navy heralded the beginning of carrier aviation with the induction of INS Vikrant 
in 1957 and integral Sea Hawk and Alize Squadrons subsequently. “INS Vikrant with 
its aircraft played a crucial role in the liberation of Goa in 1961 and again in the 1971 
Indo-Pak war, where its presence on the Eastern seaboard proved decisive,” the Navy 

said. The Navy inducted its second carrier INS Viraat along with Sea Harrier aircraft 
in the mid-1980s and Naval Aviation was further strengthened with the arrival of MiG 
29K fighters on INS Vikramaditya in the last decade. “The Indian Navy’s Carrier 
capability received significant fillip with sea trials of the indigenously built aircraft 
carrier, the new avtaar of INS Vikrant, commencing this month,” the statement noted. 

 
Naval Aviation has played a major role in operations such as Op Cactus, Op Jupiter, 
Op Shield, Op Vijay and Op Parakram as well as spearheaded Humanitarian And 

https://seapowermagazine.org/israeli-and-u-s-warships-conduct-milestone-maritime-patrol/
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Disaster Relief (HADR) operations on numerous occasions both in India and the 
extended neighbourhood. Naval Aviators have been decorated with one Mahavir 

Chakra, six Vir Chakras, one Kirti Chakra, seven Shaurya Chakras, one Yudh Seva 
Medal and a large number of Nao Sena Medals (Gallantry) over the years, the Navy 
added. 
 
Source: The Hindu; 01 September 2021 

 
 

RAFAEL TO SUPPLY WARFARE SYSTEMS SUITE 

FOR SHALDAG MK V BOATS ORDERED BY 

SOUTHEAST ASIAN COUNTRY 

- Gabriel Dominguez 

Israeli company Rafael Advanced Defense Systems announced on 1 September that it 
has secured a contract worth about USD80 million to supply a “comprehensive naval 
warfare systems suite” for Shaldag Mk V fast patrol boats being built by Israel 
Shipyards for a Southeast Asian country. The Tel Aviv-based firm said in a statement 

that the contract, which is to be fulfilled over the course of three years, includes the 
supply of a combat management system (CMS), Typhoon and Mini-Typhoon remotely 
controlled weapon systems (RWCS), Naval Spike Non-Line-of-Sight (NLOS) missile 
systems, the Sea-Com shipborne communication system, the BNET tactical data link, 
and other components with full maintenance and support services. No further details 

were provided about the contract, but Janes understands that the warfare systems 
suite is likely to equip the eight Shaldag Mk Vs ordered earlier this year by the 
Philippine Navy (PN), which on 14 May revealed it was expecting to receive the first 
three of these boats from Israel Shipyards in the first quarter of 2022. 

The boats, which are meant to meet a PN requirement for missile-capable fast attack 
interdiction craft (FAIC-M), will be initially deployed in the ‘Mindanao area of 
responsibility' where there are “continuous operations against LTGs [local terrorist 

groups] and CTGs [communist terrorist groups]”, the state-owned Philippine News 
Agency (PNA) reported on 14 May, citing then-Chief Vice Admiral Giovanni Carlo 
Bacordo. 

Source: Jane’s; 01 September 2021 

 

MAHINDRA DEFENCE TO MANUFACTURE 

INTEGRATED ASW DEFENCE SUITE FOR 

INDIAN NAVY 

The Ministry of Defence (MoD) has awarded a major contract to Mahindra Defence 
Systems Limited (MDS) worth 1349.95 Cr for the manufacturing of Integrated Anti-

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/naval-aviation-to-get-presidents-colour-on-september-6/article36220468.ece
https://www.janes.com/defence-news/news-detail/rafael-to-supply-warfare-systems-suite-for-shaldag-mk-v-boats-ordered-by-southeast-asian-country
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Submarine Warfare Defence Suite (IADS) for modern warships of Indian Navy. 
Competitive bids from Indian companies were invited by MoD through open tender 

wherein the systems fielded were put through detailed trials at sea to prove their 
capability. IADS is a high-end underwater equipment that uses latest technology. Itis 
designed to detect and protect warships from underwater threats. It is a versatile 
system capable of operations from all sizes of warships - small, medium, and large. 
The complex array of sensors in water undertakes surveillance, and provides inputs 

for signal processing andanalysis, to enable necessary action. 

SP Shukla, Chairman, Mahindra Defence Systems Limited,said, “It is the first major 
contract with the private sector meant for underwater detection and protection from 
threats. This contract once again epitomizes the success of the Atmanirbhar Bharat 
initiative.” This advanced technology systemis the first of its kind being developed by 
an Indian company for Indian Navy. Mahindra Defence qualified by proving the 

capability of the systemthrough comprehensivetesting by the Indian MoD in actual 
operations at sea before being declared as winner on commercial bid. Mahindra 
Defence would be supplying 14 IADS Systems for the Indian Navy warships. 

Source: SP’s Naval Forces; 27 August 2021 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.spsnavalforces.com/news/?id=412&h=Mahindra-Defence-to-Manufacture-Integrated-ASW-Defence-Suite-for-Indian-Navy
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SHIPPING, PORTS AND 

OCEAN ECONOMY  
 

ISRAEL OPENS CHINESE-OPERATED PORT IN 

HAIFA TO BOOST REGIONAL TRADE LINKS 
JERUSALEM, Sept 2 (Reuters) - Israel has opened a new shipping port along its 
Mediterranean coast that will bring much needed competition to a sector plagued by 
delays and boost the country's standing as a regional trade hub. The 5.5 billion shekel 
($1.7 billion) Bay Port at Haifa, which will be operated by Shanghai International Port 
Group (SIPG), will enable larger classes of cargo ships, carrying 18,000 containers or 

more, to dock in Israel. The country is selling its state-owned ports and building new 
private docks in an effort bring down costs and cut above-average wait times for 
vessels to unload. About 99% of all goods move in and out of Israel over sea and an 
upgrade is needed to maintain economic growth. Warming ties with neighbouring 
Arab countries are also creating new trade opportunities for Israel and Haifa is well 

placed to become a regional hub. "I'm sure we can leverage this opportunity not just 
for local prosperity, but for realizing opportunities and making a real contribution to 
our neighbors in the Middle East," Transport Minister Merav Michaeli said in a 
statement after the port was inaugurated in a low-key ceremony on Wednesday. 
Another new port on the Mediterranean coast is due to open in Ashdod by the end of 

the year, to be operated Swiss-based Terminal Investment Limited. 

($1 = 3.2045 shekels) 

Source: Reuters; 02 September 2021 

 

INDIA ON CUSP OF MAJOR MARITIME 

REVOLUTION: SONOWAL 
- PTI 

India is on the cusp of major maritime revolution and requires a vibrant and strong 
maritime industry for both economic and strategic reasons, Union minister  
Sarbananda Sonowal said on Friday. Addressing an event organised by industry body 

FICCI, the minister of ports, shipping and waterways said port development in India 
is guided by the flagship Sagarmala programme and Maritime India Vision 2030. 

https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israel-opens-chinese-operated-port-haifa-boost-regional-trade-links-2021-09-02/
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The goals set to achieve in Maritime India Vision 2030 will help accelerate the growth 
of the sector and aspire to bring the Indian maritime industry at par with the top global 

benchmark in the next 10 years, he added. Stressing upon the importance of reducing 
logistics cost in the country, he noted that the recently passed Inland Vessels Act, 2021 
will usher a new era in the inland water transport sector. 

Sonowal also pointed out that the government is focusing on the domestic 
shipbuilding and ship repair market. "To encourage domestic shipbuilding, the 
Shipbuilding Financial Assistance Policy for Indian Shipyards has been approved,” he 

said.              The ministry, Sonowal noted, has achieved significant progress through 
port-led development, policy initiatives, provision of multi-modal services for logistics 
movement through inland waterways. Consistent efforts have been put towards 
development of a robust and sustainable infrastructure for facilitating transformation 
of the sector into an engine of growth for India. Ministry of Ports, Shipping and 

Waterways  Secretary  Sanjeev Ranjan said  the government is working towards 
positioning the Indian maritime sector at par with international standards by 
attracting domestic as well as international investments. Talking about the recently 
launched National Monetisation Pipeline, Ranjan said the government''s move to 
monetise shipping assets worth over Rs 12,000 crore will open new range of 

opportunities and help in promoting Aatmanirbhar Bharat.  

Source: Outlook India; 27 August 2021 

 

THE BLUE ECONOMY: AN OCEAN OF 

OPPORTUNITY 
- Katherine Garrett-Cox 

Our ocean is critical for human existence - it provides at least 50% of oxygen on Earth, 
has absorbed 30% of anthropogenic carbon emissions, and is vital for maintaining our 
life-supporting climate.   But lack of understanding and mismanagement has led to 

severe negative impacts that put at risk the long-term sustainability of our oceans and 
the livelihoods that depend on them. A recent report suggests that the costs of climate 
change impacts on the ocean alone could be an additional $322bn a year by 2050. 
Another estimated that global GDP growth is expected to decrease by 10% if we 
continue on the same climate trajectory.   As ocean stakeholders begin to build 

momentum around transitioning to a more sustainable blue economy, investors have 
the opportunity to help turn the tide. Challenges create the opportunity for companies 
to excel and, with an estimated value of $2.5trn in 2015, the scale of the ocean 
opportunity is sizable - both in supporting sectors in transition, and the activities 
driving innovation. We believe that it is the companies solving the world’s biggest 

challenges that will outperform.   

Blue transition 

Some of the world’s largest companies have a direct stake in the viability of the ocean 

as a resource. The aggregate total debt outstanding of the ‘Ocean 100’ – the largest 
companies operating in the ocean industry – amounts to circa $1.8trn. In aggregate, 

https://www.outlookindia.com/newsscroll/india-on-cusp-of-major-maritime-revolution-sonowal/2148894/?next
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42% of these companies show improving ESG scores, suggesting a significant 
opportunity for refinancing through sustainability-linked debt, which can offer lower 

financing costs to borrowers that improve their sustainability scores over time. This 
has the potential to create a virtuous cycle of improvements. 

Energy providers are particularly critical. Like land-based solutions, ocean-based 
energy is a sector in transition. Around a third of value added from the ocean economy 
derives from offshore oil and gas, and these companies make up 13 of the top 15 ‘Ocean 
100’ companies. In order to meet the trajectory of the Paris Agreement, a significant 

shift in investment towards marine renewables is needed. Offshore wind has already 
grown, particularly in northern Europe. Although less commercially attractive, given 
they are at an earlier stage, opportunities are growing in newer areas such as tidal 
energy, floating solar, wave energy and ocean thermal conversion.   Another key 
transition sector is shipping. It is estimated that 70% of global trade, by value, is reliant 

on oceans. Shipping is responsible for 2.5% of global carbon emissions on an annual 
basis, and this is projected to increase significantly. The pioneering work of the 
Poseidon Principles and its 27 signatory banks, representing around $185bn of 
finance, will help to raise transparency over the alignment of shipping portfolios to 
Net Zero.   Innovations to date have focused on decarbonisation, greater use of digital 

and remote sensing, and increased focus on ship recycling.  For example, NEOLINE, 
a French transport company, has established a project to use wind propulsion in a roll-
on/roll-off shipping line. Praised by the World Economic Forum, Cubex Global uses 
blockchain to increase container ship efficiency and reduce carbon emissions. 
Resilient and green port infrastructure is a related investment opportunity, evidenced 

by the World Ports Sustainability Programme.  

Deep blue opportunities 

Innovative solutions are breaking through across multiple blue sectors – plastics 
innovation and food being two major examples.   The International Union for the 

Conservation of Nature estimates that 8 million tons of plastic end up in our oceans 
every year, and that plastics make up 80% of all ocean debris. Plastics innovation 
recognises the need to reduce the volume of plastics going into the oceans – including 
by circular solutions – and minimising its impact once there, such as through 
enhancing biodegradability.  Tomra is a good example of circular innovation to reduce 

plastic waste – its reverse vending machines encourage the return of used plastic 
bottles. Research into suitable bio-plastics, such as those by Corbion and Danimer 
Scientific, hints at a future where any waste plastics will degrade rapidly rather than 
pollute our oceans for centuries. The ocean is a critical food source, but innovation is 
needed to achieve healthy, nature-positive, resilient ‘blue food’ systems. One good 

example for investors is in the area of aquaculture. There has been a large increase in 
aquaculture, but production typically relies on captured natural fish for fishmeal 
production.  Innovation has offered more sustainable alternatives – such as DSM’s 
marine-based algae, and Darling Ingredient’s use of black soldier fly larvae.   Related 
solutions aim to use sea food waste/bi-products as fish feed ingredients – particularly 

important given that, according to the Food & Agriculture Organization, one in three 
fish caught around the world never even makes it to the plate. The key for investors is 
whether those making the efficiencies can also capture their economic benefits, 
working against the perverse incentives from some subsidies to overfish. 
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Nature-based opportunities 

There has been growing interest in nature-based ocean solutions, but the market 
remains nascent.  The oceans are highly efficient carbon sinks and absorb 50 times 

more carbon dioxide than the atmosphere. The potential for blue carbon-capture 
initiatives is significant, building on the success of the Mikoko Pamoja project, for 
example. However, challenges remain around lack of data, affordable verification, and 
the wider need – captured by the Taskforce on Scaling Voluntary Carbon Markets –  
to enhance carbon offset markets.   A recent study proposes how a “mangrove 

insurance policy” could be structured – harnessing the economic benefit from the 
inherent storm protection provided.  Swiss Re's recent insurance policy to protect and 
restore coral reefs off Mexico’s Yucatan Peninsula is another good example.   The 
Taskforce on Nature-related Financial Disclosure will no doubt be helpful in driving 
nature-related thinking, but, with a 2023 target date for its framework, we cannot 

afford to tread water in the meantime.   

Unlocking blue finance 

Progress requires a firm foundation of common guidance, standards and best practice. 
The Ocean Finance Handbook and Sustainable Blue Finance Principles are a good 

start to this process. The inclusion of sustainable use of water and marine resources as 
one of the six policy objectives of the EU’s green taxonomy is also helpful.   

While these, and the many more, initiatives are helpful, the plethora can be confusing. 
Complexity is being layered on an already challenging and nuanced situation, not least 
given the economic and environmental vulnerability of many coastal communities.   
The finance sector is still getting organised to support sustainable ocean financing in 

a systematic way. Over half of respondents to a recent survey of financial institutions 
had not yet applied sustainable blue ocean thinking in their own organisations, and 
nearly another quarter were working to apply it.   As supporters of the recent Ocean 
Super Year Declaration to fast-track ocean health in 2021, we believe that the nature 
and complexity of the challenges facing ocean health require collaborative 
partnerships and strong multi-stakeholder engagement. There is no simple solution to 

making our ocean sustainable and securing its economic future, but there is a 
promising glimpse of the sort of investments that can be made, and the leadership role 
that the private sector can play. 

Katherine Garrett-Cox is the CEO of GIB Asset Management, part of Gulf 
International Bank. She has previously held roles as the CEO of Alliance Trust and 
CIO of Morley Fund Management (now Aviva Investors) and Aberdeen Asset 

Management. 

Source: Responsible Investor; 20 August 2021 
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MARINE ENVIRONMENT 
 

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS BACK UN TREATY 

ON PLASTIC POLLUTION 
Over 20 leading financial institutions today announced their support for a global treaty 
on plastic pollution ahead of the UN ministerial conference on Marine Litter and 

Plastic Pollution taking place in Geneva on 1 - 2 September. The organisations* 
including Achmea Investment Management, Aviva Investors, BMO Global Asset 
Management, BNP Paribas Asset Management, Fidelity International, and the 
international business of Federated Hermes, join over 50 other companies, adding to 
the increasing chorus of concern about the spiraling plastic pollution crisis causing 

environmental and societal harm. The organisations, which include insurance 
companies, pension funds, asset managers and banks, represent over €3 trillion in 
assets under management. They join some of the world’s biggest consumer brands 
across the plastic value chain, such as Unilever, Nestle and Coca-Cola, in backing the 
manifesto calling on governments to start negotiating a new global agreement on 

plastic pollution at the upcoming fifth Session of the United Nations Environmental 
Assembly (UNEA5), saying “there is no time to waste.” There are now over 100 UN 
member states formally calling for a treaty to address plastic pollution. The effort to 
advance a coherent global strategy to end marine litter and plastic pollution will take 
centre stage at the conference jointly organised by the governments of Ecuador, 

Germany, Ghana and Vietnam.  

Rogier Krens, Chief Investment Officer, Achmea Investment Management said: “We 

need better global policy to solve the plastic pollution crisis. As signatories of the 
business manifesto, we want to send a strong signal to global policymakers that 
adequate regulation is needed to set a global and reliable regulatory level playing field. 
This is crucial to enable leading industries to develop and market alternatives to fossil 
fuel based plastics and end plastic pollution.” Jenn-Hui Tan, global head of 

stewardship and sustainable investing, Fidelity International said: “The evidence is 
clear when it comes to the devastating impact plastic has on our environment, in 
particular its impact on marine biodiversity. In order to protect our future, we must 
act now to tackle plastic pollution. That’s why Fidelity International supports the call 
for a UN Treaty on plastic pollution; helping to drive the transition to a circular 

economy.” Alongside these companies, over 2 million people around the world are also 
calling for a treaty. With recent announcements from key states such as Japan, there 
is now significant momentum behind the initiative. It is hoped that more countries 
will declare their support for the treaty at the Ministerial Conference this week.  

In advance of the Ministerial Conference WWF and the Ellen MacArthur Foundation 
are releasing policy white papers today outlining the key success criteria and general 
elements that such a treaty should contain.  Andrew Morlet, CEO of the Ellen 

MacArthur Foundation, said: “A UN treaty on plastic pollution is crucial to the creation 
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of a circular economy for plastic, and now financial institutions too are urging 
governments to establish an international agreement. Setting a coherent international 

policy direction will support the delivery of commitments being made by leading 
global companies.”  Morlet continues: “A legally binding, global agreement will foster 
investment in infrastructure and circular economy solutions and help mitigate 
investment and financial risks associated with plastic pollution, including its role in 
climate change and biodiversity loss.” Marco Lambertini, Director General at WWF 

International, said: “The growing number of companies calling for a treaty on plastic 
pollution sends a strong signal to UN member states that industry and civil society are 
united in wanting to see governments act decisively on this issue. The mounting plastic 
pollution crisis and its costs to people and the planet can no longer be ignored: it is a 
global problem that cannot be solved without the world uniting around coordinated 

global solutions and a common plan.”  

Source: wwf.panda.org; 31 August 2021 

 

LANDMARK ARCTIC FISHERIES AGREEMENT 

ENTERS INTO FORCE 
- David Balton 

In June, the Central Arctic Ocean Fisheries Agreement entered into force, bringing to 
fruition a diplomatic effort that began more than a decade ago. The agreement 

represents an unusual and farsighted effort to address a potentially serious 
environmental problem before it occurs. Too often, governments find themselves in 
the unenviable situation of dealing with issues only after they have arisen. This time, 
acting in advance will prevent unregulated commercial fishing in a wide swath of the 
Arctic Ocean that could have caused significant harm to the marine environment. In 

another first, a formal agreement relating specifically to the Arctic region includes 
non-Arctic signatories, with parties to the agreement comprising Canada, China, 
Denmark (in respect of Greenland and the Faroe Islands), the European Union, 
Iceland, Japan, Norway, Russia, South Korea and the United States. It demonstrates 
that nations can find ways to act in their mutual self-interest even in the face of serious 

geopolitical tensions. There were many sources of friction that might have derailed 
progress along the way – particularly during the Trump administration. But with key 
players in the United States, Russia and China signing and ratifying the agreement, 
the oceans have a new and groundbreaking multilateral instrument.  

Commercial fishing ban 

The agreement consists of two basic commitments. First, the parties will not allow 
their vessels to conduct commercial fishing operations in the high seas portion of the 
Central Arctic Ocean.  No commercial fishing has ever taken place in this area because 

until now, it has been covered in ice. But the Arctic is warming three times as fast as 
the Earth as a whole. As a consequence, a significant percentage of the Arctic Ocean, 
including some of the high seas area, is now ice-free for part of each year. Current 
projections indicate that the entire Arctic Ocean is likely to be ice-free for part of the 

https://wwf.panda.org/discover/our_focus/oceans_practice/news2/?3496466/Financial-Institutions-back-UN-Treaty-on-plastic-pollution
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year within a few decades. So why would these governments agree to prevent 
commercial fishing in this large and increasingly accessible ocean space? Mostly 

because they do not know enough about the ecosystems of this part of the ocean to 
have any reliable basis on which to manage a commercial fishery there successfully, 
which is to say, sustainably. By using the “precautionary approach”, the parties have 
prevented the possibility of serious environmental degradation. 

The second basic obligation is a joint programme of scientific research and monitoring 
which will advance the state of knowledge of one of the least understood parts of the 

planet. The programme aims to improve understanding of the ecosystems and also to 
determine whether fish stocks in the agreement area could ever be harvested on a 
sustainable basis, and what the possible impacts would be. The programme will also 
give the parties more information to decide, sometime in the future, whether to replace 
the agreement with a treaty that would open and manage a sustainable commercial 

fishery on the basis of sound science. The agreement will remain in force for 16 years, 
and will be extended in five-year increments afterwards. This represents a compromise 
among different interests: Canada, Denmark (Greenland and the Faroe Islands), 
Norway, Russia and the United States – whose national fishery zones surround the 
high seas portion of the Central Arctic Ocean – would have preferred to forestall the 

possibility of a high seas fishery for even longer. On the other side, parties from Asia 
and the European Union who have fleets seeking new opportunities to fish in high seas 
areas would have preferred a shorter ban. 

Indigenous inclusion 

Two other aspects of the agreement also deserve mention: the incorporation of 
indigenous and local knowledge in the scientific programmes and related work, and a 
guarantee that Arctic indigenous peoples will participate in the implementation of the 
agreement. The agreement recognises that Arctic residents, including indigenous 
communities, have significant interests in preventing unregulated fishing in the high 

seas of the Central Arctic Ocean. Even though the indigenous people and others who 
live near the Arctic coastline do not engage in high seas fishing, the potential depletion 
of fish stocks in the high seas area by commercial fishing vessels would threaten 
marine resources closer to shore on which those communities depend. That is why 
three of the delegations – Canada, Denmark (Greenland and the Faroe Islands) and 

the United States – included representatives from indigenous communities who 
provided compelling perspectives and insights that may not otherwise have been 
considered. 

Getting to yes 

The agreement had a gestation period of well over a decade, beginning in 2008 with a 
US Congress resolution which called for one to be negotiated. Next, the United States 
adopted its first-ever Arctic Fisheries Management Plan, which essentially prohibited 
commercial fishing in an area north of Alaska – also because of a lack of scientific 

knowledge necessary to manage fisheries successfully. In parallel, the United States 
began urging its immediate neighbours in the Arctic – Russia and Canada – to 
consider the possibility of an international agreement to prevent or delay commercial 
fishing in the high seas portion of the Central Arctic Ocean. Those discussions 
eventually broadened to include Norway and Denmark. Although it was far from clear 
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that these other four governments would support the launching of negotiations on 
such an agreement – Russia, in particular, expressed significant doubts about the 

necessity or even the desirability of moving forward – these delegations signed a non-
binding statement in Oslo in 2015. The resulting declaration recognised that, under 
international law, vessels from any state have the right to fish on the high seas. Thus, 
a broader negotiating process would be necessary to prevent unregulated fishing in the 
high seas portion of the Central Arctic Ocean, one that would include other states, as 

well as the European Union, with fishing fleets potentially capable of fishing there. 

Obstacles to progress 

Looking back, one might be tempted to conclude that the development of the 

agreement followed an obvious, even inevitable, path to completion. That was hardly 
the case. During the years in question, serious tensions arose between Russia and the 
other Arctic states over the situation in Syria, and especially over the invasion of 
Crimea in 2014. Evidence that Russia sought to influence the outcome of the 2016 US 
election and the more recent revelations of Russia’s role in hacking US government 

computer systems made matters worse. These and other sources of friction, including 
a souring of US–China relations during the Trump administration, threatened many 
times to derail the process. In the end, though, the governments in question chose to 
set aside those differences about other matters in favour of joining as partners in 
preventing unregulated commercial fishing in the Central Arctic Ocean – a matter of 

mutual interest. Russia, having repeatedly expressed misgivings about the negotiating 
process, became the first to ratify the agreement. The United States and others 
followed in reasonably short order. China deposited its instrument in late May 2021, 
triggering the entry into force on 25 June. The governments now need to decide when 
and where to hold the first Meeting of the Parties, a question complicated by the 

pandemic. While this gathering could theoretically take place virtually, in practice only 
an in-person event would allow for the careful negotiation of decisions necessary to 
begin successful implementation of the agreement. For that reason, the first meeting 
probably will not occur until 2022, when an in-person meeting of this nature may 
become feasible. 

This is an edited version of an article that first appeared on Polar Points, a column 
of the Wilson Center’s Polar Institute. 

David Balton is a Senior Fellow with the Wilson Center’s Polar Institute. He formerly 
served as the US Ambassador for Oceans and Fisheries and, in that capacity, chaired 

the international negotiations that produced the Central Arctic Ocean Fisheries 
Agreement. 

This article appears courtesy of China Dialogue Ocean and may be found in its 
original form here. 

Source: The Maritime Executive; 29 August 2021 
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BLUE WHALES RETURNING TO SPAIN’S 

ATLANTIC COAST AFTER 40-YEAR ABSENCE 
- Stephen Burgen 

Blue whales, the world’s largest mammals, are returning to Spain’s Atlantic coast after 
an absence of more than 40 years. The first one was spotted off the coast of Galicia in 

north-west Spain in 2017 by Bruno Díaz, a marine biologist who is head of the 
Bottlenose Dolphin Research Institute in O Grove, Galicia. Another was spotted in 
2018, another the following year, and then in 2020 they both returned. Just over a 
week ago a different specimen was sited off the Islas Cíes, near O Grove. 

Díaz said it was not yet clear whether the climate crisis was leading the creatures to 
change their habits and return to an area where they were hunted almost to extinction.  

“I believe the moratorium on whaling has been a key factor,” he said. “In the 1970s, 
just before the ban was introduced, an entire generation of blue whales disappeared. 
Now, more than 40 years later, we’re seeing the return of the descendants of the few 
that survived.” There was a centuries-old whaling industry and a dozen whaling ports 
in Galicia. Spain did not ban whaling until 1986, by which time the blue whale was all 

but extinct in the region. 

However, not everyone sees the whales’ return as good news. 

“I’m pessimistic because there’s a high possibility that climate change is having a major 
impact on the blue whale’s habitat,” Alfredo López, a marine biologist at a Galician 

NGO that studies marine mammals, told the newspaper La Voz de Galicia. “Firstly, 
because they never venture south of the equator, and if global warming pushes this 
line north, their habitat will be reduced. And secondly, if it means the food they 
normally eat is disappearing, then what we’re seeing is dramatic and not something to 
celebrate.” Díaz speculates that the creatures may also have returned to Galicia out of 

a form of homesickness, or ancestral memory. 

“In recent years it’s been discovered that the blue whale’s migration is driven by 

memory, not by environmental conditions,” he said. “This year there hasn’t been a 
notable increase in plankton, but here they are. Experiences are retained in the 
collective memory and drive the species to return.” Researchers believe this type of 
folk memory, or cultural knowledge, exists in many species and is key to their survival. 
A typical blue whale is 20-24 metres long and weighs 120 tonnes – equivalent to 16 

elephants – but specimens of up to 30 metres and 170 tonnes have been found. 

Source: The Guardian; 24 August 2021 

 

WARMING ATLANTIC DRIVES RIGHT WHALES 

TOWARDS EXTINCTION 
- Cornell University 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/aug/24/blue-whales-returning-to-spains-atlantic-coast-after-40-year-absence
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Warming oceans have driven the critically endangered North Atlantic right whale 
population from its traditional and protected habitat, exposing the animals to more 

lethal ship strikes, disastrous commercial fishing entanglements and greatly reduced 
calving rates. Without improving its management, the right whale populations will 
decline and potentially become extinct in the coming decades, according to a Cornell- 
and University of South Carolina-led report in the journal Oceanography. "Most of the 
warming in the Gulf of Maine is not coming from the atmosphere or ocean surface, as 

one may think," said senior author Charles Greene, professor emeritus in the 
Department of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences at Cornell. "It is coming from invading 
slope water many hundreds of feet below the ocean surface, forcing the right whales to 
abandon their traditional habitat." 

Since 2010, the calving rate has declined and the right whale population has dropped 
by an estimated 26%, according to the paper. At the beginning of the decade, the North 

Atlantic right whale population had numbered over 500. Now, the North Atlantic 
Right Whale Consortium estimates the population at just 356 whales. The species is 
considered critically endangered by the International Union for Conservation of 
Nature Red List of Threatened Species. The warm slope water entering the Gulf of 
Maine at depth derives its heat from the Gulf Stream. As the tail end of the Atlantic 

Meridional Overturning Circulation, the Gulf Stream has changed its trajectory 
dramatically during the past ten years. "Due to a warming climate, the Atlantic 
Meridional Overturning Circulation is slowing down, causing the Gulf Stream to move 
North, injecting warmer and saltier slope water into the Gulf of Maine," Greene said. 

The warming Gulf of Maine has reduced the abundance of copepods, the tiny 
crustaceans that serve as the right whales' favorite snack. This has reduced right whale 
calving rates and forced the whales to abandon their mid-summer feeding grounds in 

the Gulf of Maine. Instead, the whales have headed north to the cooler waters of the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence. Since 2015, scientists have witnessed an increased number of 
right whales feeding in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, where there were no protections in 
place to prevent ship strikes and fishing gear entanglement. This has led to an Unusual 
Mortality Event declared by NOAA in 2017, when 17 right whale deaths were 

confirmed, mostly in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. Ten right whales were found dead in 
2019, while for 2020 and 2021, four deaths have occurred thus far. "Right whales 
continue to die each year," said lead author Erin Meyer-Gutbrod, assistant professor 
at the University of South Carolina. "Protective policies must be strengthened 
immediately before this species declines past the point of no-return." Ocean scientists 

are hoping for new policies on rope-free fishing gear, vessel speed limit enforcement 
and money for monitoring and ecosystem forecasting. 

Funding for this research was provided by the Lenfest Ocean Program.  

Source: sciencedaily.com; 01 September 2021 

 

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2021/09/210901191403.htm
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GEOPOLITICS 
 

PROMOTING MARITIME SECURITY IN INDIAN 

OCEAN RIM: THE ROLE OF INDO-SRI 

LANKAN MARITIME DIPLOMACY 
- Dr Srimal Fernando 

The strategic and geopolitical importance of the Indian Ocean region bordering the 
Indian peninsula is increasingly becoming recognized by a number of regional and 

international actors. The strategic interests of countries present in the Indian Ocean 
region bordering the Indian peninsula are convergent in several ways. However, the 
strategic interests of the different actors that are present in the Indian Ocean region 
bordering the Indian peninsula also overlap in several ways. Given these dynamics, 
the regional and extra-regional players in the Indian Ocean region are yet to come up 

with a regional or international arrangement designed to address the various security 
challenges in the Indian Ocean region bordering the Indian peninsula. Consequently, 
it has become imperative for small island nations in the Indian Ocean region bordering 
the Indian peninsula to develop cooperative security strategies with key powers 
interested in the regions to pursue common policy goals and mitigate shared security 

risks. Although sub-regional arrangements such as the Indian Ocean Rim Association 
(IORA) and the Indian Ocean Rim-Association of Regional Cooperation (IOR-ARC) 
have been established to facilitate cooperation amongst countries of the  Indian Ocean 
Rim , the focus has often been on economic, social, and environmental areas of 
cooperation. Therefore, cooperation on maritime security issues has mostly been 

achieved through bilateral arrangements. Given the various traditional and non-
traditional security threats in the Indian Ocean rim, it becomes important for, India 
and Sri Lanka to take the necessary steps to improve maritime security in the Indian 
Ocean rim. 

Importance of maritime domain for India and Sri Lanka. 

Improving maritime security in the Indian Ocean rim is crucial for both India and Sri 
Lanka for securing the strategic interests of both countries and achieving sustainable 
growth and development on a national scale. A secure maritime environment not only 

ensures the security of the maritime territories of both countries but also protects 
Indo-Sri Lankan interests in their respective Exclusive Economic Zones. Moreover, a 
secure Indian Ocean rim also protects trading routes and lines of communications that 
go through the maritime territories of India and Sri Lanka. 

Notably, India has a huge coastline and a large Exclusive Economic Zone that occupies 
a central position in the Indian Ocean rim. Sri Lanka, for its part, is strategically 
positioned in the Indian peninsula and located along the major trade /shipping routes 

and communication lines in the region. Since India and Sri Lanka share maritime 
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borders in the Indian Ocean rim, the maritime diplomacy of both countries is an 
important facet of promoting maritime security in the Indian Ocean rim. India’s 

approach to cooperation with Sri Lanka has primarily revolved around its strategic and 
security interests in the Indian Ocean region bordering the Indian peninsula. 

The Indo Sri Lankan Maritime Diplomacy. 

Given the increased presence of regional and international powers in the Indian Ocean 
region, Indian maritime diplomacy has mostly been focused on the development of 
regional maritime cooperation frameworks that emphasize maritime security. To this 
end, India has embarked on efforts to consolidate other littorals in the Indian 
peninsula with Sri Lanka emerging as a key partner. Its proximity to India, and its 

position as an island nation, provide Sri Lanka with strategic importance in 
maintaining political and economic interdependence. The Indo-Sri Lankan maritime 
cooperation framework has been achieved through various foreign policy initiatives 
and bilateral arrangements between the two countries. For example, the tripartite 
agreement signed between India, Sri Lanka, and the Maldives is a maritime security 

agreement that promotes cooperation on the exclusive economic zones of the three 
littorals and other joint maritime security initiatives. 

The strategic maritime partnership between India and Sri Lanka has also been boosted 
by the India first security policy the “India first” security policy is committed to 
advancing India’s strategic interests in the Indian Ocean region bordering the Indian 
peninsula. India’s “Neighborhood policy” that aligns with the strategic security 
interests of Sri Lanka has also been a major boost to the Indo-Sri Lankan maritime 

diplomacy in the Indian Ocean region. 

Way Forward: Balancing the Act with SAARC and Other South Asian 
Littorals.  

Over the past few years, India’s foreign policy initiatives have strengthened its focus 
on South Asian geopolitics. The littorals of the South Asian region, particularly Sri 
Lanka, have been one of the top priorities of India. The role of India in SAARC is also 
of significance as it defines the dynamics of political will and interaction among the 
SAARC member states. Imagining a collective maritime security framework under the 

umbrella of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation  (  SAARC )  is within 
the realms of imagination. However, this can only be achieved if India takes an active 
front in demonstrating its political will to advance the maritime security interests of 
south Asian littorals. The increasing security concerns in this ocean, demand a greater 
emphasis to be laid on the maritime security agenda of the Indian Ocean region 

through regional and sub-regional platforms. Ultimately, this will see India emerge as 
a regional power that has expanded its maritime orbit of security in the Indian Ocean 
particularly with its southern neighbor Sri Lanka and other South Asian littorals. 

Source: Indian Defence Review; 26 August 2021 

 

http://www.indiandefencereview.com/spotlights/promoting-maritime-security-in-indian-ocean-rim-the-role-of-indo-sri-lankan-maritime-diplomacy/
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GEOPOLITICS AND FOOD SECURITY: WHY 

CHINA GOES FISHING 
- Giorgio Cuscito 

China is increasingly using its fishing industry for geopolitical purposes. Beijing is 
deploying its fishing boats near and far from its borders with two targets: satisfying its 

domestic demand for food and expanding its sovereignty and influence abroad under 
the framework of the Belt and Road Initiative, the geopolitical project launched by 
Chinese President Xi Jinping in 2013. Such dynamics take place especially in the South 
China Sea, Oceania, Africa, and South America, which are reached by the maritime 
routes of the BRI. 

China’s impact on the fishing industry is so big that it has a profound effect on the rest 

of the world from both a geopolitical and an environmental point of view. Seafood 
represents an important part of the Chinese population’s diet and a key element of 
China’s food security. China consumes the largest quantity of fish in the world: 65 
million tonnes in 2018, which accounts for 45% of the global volume. It means that on 
average Chinese consumption per capita is more than double compared to the rest of 

the world. Besides, China is both the most important fish producer in the world 
(accounting for 35% of global fish production in 2018) and its main exporter. If we 
exclude China’s share, 34% of production comes from Asia, 14% from America, 10% 
from Europe, 7% from Africa, and 1% from Oceania. China is first in the world both for 
global capture fisheries and farmed aquatic food production. The total number of 
fishing vessels (including non-motorized boats) in the world is over 4.5 million. 

China’s fishing fleet is the world’s largest: 2,701 in 2019 according to the official 
numbers. Nonetheless, the Overseas Development Institute (based in London) 
estimates that China deployed 17,000 vessels in distant-water operations. In 1985, its 
very first distant-water fleet comprised 13 fishing boats. China is the first country in 
terms of fishing activities in foreign waters with a share of 38%, according to the 

Stimson Center. It is followed by Taiwan (22%), Japan, and South Korea (10% each).  

China’s massive fishing activities have contributed to the depletion of fishery resources 
and attracted criticism from abroad. Beijing has adopted some policy changes to 
protect the environment. For example, it banned the processing and trade of giant 
clams in 2017 and adopted stricter regulations against illegal, unreported, and 
unregulated fishing in 2019. However, such measures have not prevented disputes 

with other countries. Beijing deploys a large number of ships (Western countries call 
them China’s “maritime militia”) to assert its control over 90% of the South China 
Sea’s water mass, specifically on the Paracel and Spratly Islands. The former 
archipelago is also claimed by Vietnam, while the latter by the Philippines, Taiwan, 
Brunei, Malaysia, and Indonesia. In the South China Sea, China and to a lesser extent 

the other countries have built several artificial islands for military and civil purposes. 
Since 2013, China created 3,200 acres of new land, Vietnam built 120 acres and 
Taiwan built eight acres. Beijing wants to use these installations to extend its military 
projections far from its land borders to better defend itself in case of military attack by 
the United States, which has military bases in South Korea, Japan, the Philippines, 
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and Singapore. The island-building operations have negative environmental effects on 
marine flora, fauna, and ecosystems. 

China’s so-called “maritime militia” increased fisheries in those waters to legitimize its 

claims, supported by its coastguard and with the help of China’s Beidou navigation 
satellite system. Its deployment on a global scale and along the routes of the BRI will 
allow China to be more efficient on an economic level, to gather more information 
abroad, and to be independent from Western GPS technology. According to official 
Chinese sources, Beidou is 95% accurate in terms of localization. The military theater 

of immediate application remains the one comprising the South China Sea and 
Taiwan, where crossings between Chinese and American ships and planes take place 
daily. The Philippines and Vietnam are the most fervent opponents to Chinese tactics, 
but they failed to neutralize them. In 2016, a tribunal by the Permanent Court of 
Arbitration ruled in favor of Manila rejecting China’s claims in the South China Sea. 

But the verdict wasn’t binding, so Beijing didn’t change its posture, preserved its 
military installations, and continued to deploy the “maritime militia” in the South 
China Sea. In March 2021, about 200 Chinese ships moored at Whitsun Reef, whose 
sovereignty is contested both by China and the Philippines. The story does not seem 
to depend on the need for boats to shelter from the bad weather. After that Manila 

stated that China built “illegal structures” in the same area. Whitsun Reef is part of the 
Union Banks, where China and Vietnam have two and four military installations 
respectively. 

Just off the South China Sea, countries in Oceania are seriously concerned about 
Chinese fishing activities, which increased proportionally with China’s investments in 
infrastructures like ports and airports. Between 2018 and 2019, Papua New Guinea, 
New Zealand, Salomon Islands, Vanuatu, Tonga, Fiji, Cook Islands, and Samoa joined 

the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). In 2020, Palau intercepted and detained Chinese 
boats illegally fishing sea cucumbers in its territorial waters. Last February, Australian 
media claimed that a Chinese company was willing to build a new city on the Papua 
New Guinean Island of Daru, which is close to maritime waters controlled by 
Canberra. The project would include an industrial zone, a seaport, and other 

infrastructure projects over a 100 square kilometer area. Months before, Port Moresby 
and the Chinese Fujian Zhonghong Fishery Company signed a memorandum of 
understanding to build a 200-million-dollar industrial fishery park in Daru, igniting 
the debate among the locals about the agreement. Fishing activities are relevant for 
the economy of countries in Oceania. Their involvement in the BRI traces the Chinese 

penetration route in Australia’s sphere of influence and helps Beijing to counter the 
U.S. containment strategy in the South China Sea. 

In Africa, China works on 16 fishing projects, has 20 fishing cooperatives operating, 
and more than 500 boats. Their presence reflects not only economic interests. Beijing 
aims to develop infrastructural corridors crossing the continent for two reasons. First, 
it wants to increase its diplomatic and military presence close to Europe, which has 
historic ties with the United States. Second, China is searching for ways to reduce its 

dependence on the conventional route crossing the Suez Canal and the Mediterranean 
Sea to reach the Atlantic Ocean. In this context, Sierra Leone is a meaningful case. A 
Chinese state-owned enterprise plans to build an industrial fishing harbor on Black 
Johnson Beach, close to the Peninsula National Park. The project triggered protests by 
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environmentalists and local fishermen, who produce 70% of the fish for the domestic 
market. Moreover, the Exim Bank of China will loan Mauritania $87 million to build 

a fishing harbor 25 km north of the capital Nouakchott. The U.S. is aware of China’s 
tactics. Last May, Gen. Stephen J. Townsend, AFRICOM commander, put the spotlight 
on China, claiming that it is willing to build a second military base on the Western 
coast of Africa besides the one opened in Djibouti in 2017. Chinese strategists have 
been debating this for years. The improvement of the Chinese armed forces and the 

relentless Sino-U.S. collision course could accelerate these types of activities. 

China’s distant-water fishing fleet also extends its range of action to the Pacific 
coastline of South America, particularly close to Ecuador (the world’s largest shrimp 
exporter), Chile, Peru, and Colombia. Quito detected Chinese ships many times at the 
edge of its exclusive economic zone around the Galapagos Islands. Ecuadorian officials 
claim that their activities are damaging the biodiversity of the archipelago. Today, 

Latin America is not at the top of Beijing’s geopolitical priorities list. Economic 
interests aside, in the long run, Beijing wants to consolidate its presence in the so-
called “America’s backyard” to discourage Washington’s efforts to destabilize Chinese 
interests in the Indo-Pacific, especially in the South China Sea, where the U.S. supports 
Southeast Asian countries’ maritime claims against Beijing, and Taiwan’s de facto 

independence. To this end, China finances infrastructures in several Latin American 
countries and some of them (e.g., Uruguay, Chile, Bolivia, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Guyana, Costa Rica, Venezuela, Barbados, and Panama) joined China. Beijing defined 
the Latin America and Caribbean region as a “natural extension” of the maritime 
branch of the project, hence why discussions are taking place in the U.S. about leading 

a coalition with South American countries to counter China’s illegal fishing activities. 

The UN’s Food and Agriculture Organization estimates that China’s fish production 

will reach 74 million tonnes in 2030 and that the country will continue to be the major 
exporter of fish for human consumption, followed by Vietnam and Norway. Both 
domestic needs, driven by the appetite of the emerging middle class and geopolitical 
ambitions abroad will stimulate China to preserve its role as a major actor in the 
fishing industry worldwide, especially where maritime resources are plenty and 

investments in infrastructure are needed. 

Source: International Policy Digest; 26 August 2021 

 

 

CHINA-RUSSIA-IRAN NAVAL EXERCISE – 

SIGNALING AMERICA 
- Lt Gen Prakash Katoch 

Two developments are set to compound miseries of the Afghan population after the 
US abandoned Afghanistan to Taliban rule. First, Washington has now said the for 
admission to the Kabul airport only US citizens, green card holders and citizens of 

NATO countries will be allowed to enter. This means no more Afghans who helped 
supported US troops and helped the US in any manner will be evacuated. Balance, 

https://intpolicydigest.org/geopolitics-and-food-security-why-china-goes-fishing/
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therefore, are on the mercy of the Taliban to be hunted down one by one and 
massacred.   This is hardly surprising since Joe Biden as a Senator in 1975 was against 

evacuating any Vietnamese who had supported US troops in Vietnam along with the 
pullout of US troops. On August 23, one Afghan guard was killed and three injured 
after a firefight broke out between unidentified gunmen and what is described as 
“western security forces” at the north gate of Kabul airport. Taliban has told the US it 
will not permit any evacuations after August 31. 

In the second development, Taliban cadres in thousands are headed for the Panjshir 

Valley where the ant-Taliban forces have rallied under Ahmad Massoud, heading the 
anti-Taliban National Resistance Front of Afghanistan. Earlier the Resistance Front 
had recaptured the districts of Pul-E-Hesar, Banu and Deh-e-Salah killing or injuring 
some 60 Taliban cadres in the fighting. Following this, delegations of the Taliban met 
Ahmad Massoud, which according to some sources was facilitated by Russia. The 

resistance force has said they are for talks and don’t want to fight. If the Taliban are 
really serious about an ‘inclusive’ government, they could have invited the resistance 
force to participate in the government. Taliban leader Khalil Haqqani told Geo TV on 
August 23 that Ashraf Ghani and Amrullah Saleh and Handullah Mohib (former NSA) 
can return to Kabul as Taliban has no enmity with them. But the forked tongue of 

Taliban can hardly be relied upon. The talks between the Taliban delegation and 
Ahmad Massoud apparently were inconclusive. Apparently Taliban was buying time 
to put in place its attack plan and was  weighing Ahmad Massoud whose father Ahmad 
Shah Massoud (Commander of erstwhile Northern Alliance) had died in a shootout 
with Pakistani army in April 2008. In a video message, Ahmad Massoud has said, “If 

anyone by any name would want to attack our homes, our land and our freedom, just 
like the National Hero-Ahmad Shah Massoud and other Mujahedeen, we as well are 
ready to give away our lives and die but will not give away our land and our dignity.” 

The Taliban cadres heading for the Panjshir Valley indicate that Taliban want to lay 
siege to it and then negotiate for their surrender, not negotiate for their participation 
in the so-called inclusive government. Significantly, Taliban has claimed on August 23 
that it has recaptured the three northern districts from the anti-Taliban militia. The 

resistance will obviously give a tough fight but America’s hasty withdrawal has armed 
the Taliban with the best of weaponry and surveillance equipment. The anti-Taliban 
National Resistance Front of Afghanistan should have been supported by Russia, Iran 
and India like the erstwhile Northern Alliance was supported. However, Russia and 
Iran will unlikely provide any help due to Beijing’s support to Taliban while India has 

its constraints of access to Afghanistan and the need to evacuate balance Indians and 
supporters from Afghanistan. Caching on the predicament of the US, even as Joe Biden 
tries to brush it off, Russia, Iran and China have announced a trilateral naval exercise 
in the Persian Gulf.  The Russian Ambassador to Tehran Levan Dzhagaryan has said 
that Russia, Iran and China will deploy for joint exercises in the Persian Gulf and the 

manoeuvers will take place at the end of 2021 or at the beginning of 2022. Dzhagaryan 
added that the exercises with the participation of the naval forces of the three countries 
will focus on practicing actions to ensure the safety of navigation and the fight against 
piracy. Earlier on February 14, Rear Admiral Habibollah Sayyari, Deputy Coordinator 
of the Iranian Army had stated that “when the powerful Russian fleet” conducts 

exercises with the naval forces of the Islamic Republic Army and the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps, this is a “clear signal” to Iran’s enemies and demonstrate 
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the power of its armed forces. He also said, “The Iranian naval forces are at the level 
of the world naval powers in terms of equipment, manpower, technology and tactics, 

command and control, communications and capabilities for their modernization.” 

Announcement for the Russia-Iran-China trilateral exercise has come at a time when 
discussions on the Iran Nuclear Deal in Vienna had not come to logical conclusion and 
were in limbo because the presidential election in Iran. In July, former Iranian 
President Hassan Rouhani had stated that Iran could enrich uranium up to 90 percent  
purity (weapons grade) if its nuclear reactors needed it. This was the second time 

Rouhani had said so but both times he also said that Iran still sought the revival of the 
2015 deal that would limit its atomic program in return for a lifting of sanctions. 

Israel has been threatening Iran against goeing nuclear. In July this year, the oil tanker 
MV ‘Mercer Street’, operated by the London-based company Zodiac Maritime, was 
attacked presumably by a drone off the Oman coast in the Arabian Sea in which two 
crew members were killed. Israel has accused Iran of being behind the attack on the 
oil tanker. Zodiac Maritime is owned by Israeli shipping magnate Eyal Ofer. Over past 

months there have been a number of incidents against merchant vessels in the Gulf of 
Oman. Tension between Iran and Palestine has flared up again. Israel bombed Hamas 
weapon sites in the Gaza Strip on August 22 in response to a violent demonstration by 
Palestinians the previous day on the perimeter fence that left one Israeli police officer 
injured. On the other hand Iran and Turkey have agreed on ‘saving Palestinians from 

‘Zionist oppression’. A meeting of the Supreme Council of Iranian-Turkish Strategic 
Cooperation in this regard is being speeded up in Tehran.  The China-Iran-Russia 
alliance is a signal to the US who also has to handle the increasing tensions in the South 
China Sea and Chinese designs on Taiwan. Israel’s Defence Minister Benny Gantz had 
stated that Israel must prepare for the possibility that Iran will receive nuclear 

weapons, saying, “In the face of Iranian nuclear weapons, we have no choice but to 
build up our forces, rely on our human capital and adapt our plans.” America had 
looked the other way when Pakistan gave nuclear technology to Iran. But Iran’s first 
nuclear test may well be conducted on Chinese soil. 

Source: Indian Defence Review; 24 August 2021 
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