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MARITIME SECURITY 
 

NINE JAILED IN FIRST TOGO PIRATE TRIAL 
- Rédaction Africanews with AFP 

Nine pirates who attempted to hijack a ship in Togolese waters in May 2019 have been 
sentenced to prison terms ranging from 12 to 20 years during a trial at a Lome court. 

It was the first time pirates have been tried in Togo, one of the West African countries 
with coastline on the Gulf of Guinea, a major trading route which now accounts for 

most of the world's abductions of commercial crew by pirates. A total of 10 pirates, 
including seven Nigerians, two Togolese and one Ghanaian, went on trial for 

"maritime piracy, wilful violence and groups of criminals". 

The Ghanian, who is on the run and facing an international arrest warrant, was 

sentenced on Monday night to 20 years in prison. One Togolese national was acquitted 
while the other eight pirates were given sentences from 12 to 15 years. The group were 

accused of attacking the tanker G-DONA 1 during the night of May 11, 2019. "People 
should understand that piracy and armed robbery at sea will be punished. And for 

these sea offenses, we will be uncompromising," prosecutor Kodjo Gnambi Garba told 

reporters. 

Pirate attacks in the Gulf are mainly carried out by gangs from southeastern Nigeria 
who speed out in boats to raid commercial vessels offshore to kidnap their crew for 

ransom. The Gulf of Guinea, which stretches along 5,700 kilometres of coastline, 
accounted for 130 of the 135 kidnappings of seafarers recorded worldwide last year, 

according to a recent report by the International Maritime Bureau. A group of shippers 

and trade companies in the international maritime sector in May signed a declaration 
calling for the creation of a coalition to put an end to piracy in the Gulf of Guinea. 

Source: africnews.com; 06 July 2021 

 

QUAD SUMMIT IN OCTOBER, RISING CHINA 

ON AGENDA 
- Shishir Gupta 

US President Joe Biden will host the leaders of Australia, India and Japan later this 

year, White House coordinator for the Indo-Pacific Kurt Campbell said on Tuesday. 

The Quad, also known as Quadrilateral Security Dialogue is a strategic dialogue 
between the US, Japan, Australia and India during which the sides discuss economic 

and military cooperation. Its first inklings go back to 2007 but a recent resurgence is 

https://www.africanews.com/2021/07/06/nine-jailed-in-first-togo-pirate-trial/
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largely seen as a strategy to counter China's growing influence in the Indo-Pacific 
region. 

"You will see [our cooperation] later this year when the president [Biden] hosts the 

Quad leaders in Washington. You'll see some commitments," Campbell said at an 
online event hosted by the Asia Society group. He added that the summit should bring 

"decisive" commitments on such issues as vaccine diplomacy and infrastructure. 

According to diplomats based in New Delhi and Washington, the foreign ministers of 
quad will exchange notes on the sidelines of the UN General Assembly in September 

to frame the architecture of the security grouping before the summit. While China calls 
the Quad security dialogue as the new NATO framed against Beijing, the Quad 

partners view it as a grouping where democratic countries can get together and 

cooperate to build up resilient supply chains, health architecture, disaster 
management and security to the shipping lanes handling trade of the world, 

particularly in the Indo-Pacific. 

What started as an instrument to ensure freedom of navigation in the South China Sea 
(SCS) has now become a democratic tool to help the world in vaccine supply, human 

disaster relief, counter-terrorism, defence and trade cooperation. The Quad summit 
will also discuss the role of ASEAN countries in the security groupings, as well as 

countries like France and the United Kingdom, which seek cooperation with quad over 

Indo-Pacific. The summit leaders will discuss developments in Afghanistan which 
faces threats from fundamentalist Taliban running rampage all over the country. The 

Taliban wants to establish an emirate in Afghanistan where Sharia laws will prevail. 

The Quad summit will also be looking at countries like Indonesia and the Philippines 
which have a huge role to play in the Indo-Pacific due to geographical locations. While 

Indonesia sits on all the important ingress routes to the SCS, the Philippines forms the 

first island chain to deep Pacific. 

Indonesia has proximity to Malacca, Sunda, Lombok and Ombai Wetar states that box 
the South China Sea, the Philippines is the first island chain after Taiwan. The Quad 

summit also comes at a time when China continues to be aggressive against India in 
east Ladakh, against Australia on trade, against Japan Senkaku islands and against the 

United States for the control of South China Sea and the Indo-Pacific. While the US 

has been operating its aircraft carriers in the South China Sea for conducting freedom 
of navigation operations the Chinese Navy is on the verge of building an 85,000-

tonnes aircraft carrier (Type 003) to expand the footprint of PLA Navy in the Indo-
Pacific and beyond. 

Source: Hindustan Times; 06 July 2021  

 

 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/quad-summit-in-october-rising-china-on-agenda-101625580126433.html
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THE U.S. NAVY NEEDS SOME WAY OF 

SNEAKING SUPPLIES THROUGH CHINESE 

DEFENSES 
- David Axe 

If, in some future war over Taiwan or the resources of the China Seas, the U.S. Marine 

Corps aims to occupy a bunch of small island outposts inside the range of Chinese 
missiles—and to be clear, that is the plan—they’ll need two things. 

Some way of getting there. 

Some means of resupply. 

To transport Marines to their remote island bases, the U.S. Navy is developing a new 

class of small amphibious vessel that, in theory, would blend in with civilian sea traffic. 
The 5,000-ton-displacement Light Amphibious Warfare ships would sneak into the 

China Seas instead of fighting their way in. To solve the resupply problem, the U.S. 

fleet could apply the same principle to other ships. Instead of loading food, fuel and 
ammunition on big, vulnerable military sealift vessels, the Navy could pack supplies 

into standard commercial shipping containers and pack the containers onto civilian 
ships under government contract. The ships would slip into the regular flow of sea 

trade and deposit their containers at ports near the Marines’ island outposts. 

That’s one proposal from Christian Morris, a U.S. Navy Reserve sealift officer, and U.S. 
Military Sealift Command mariner Heather Bacon-Shone. “We should seek more ways 

for our 21st-century sealift to hide in plain sight,” Morris and Bacon-Shone wrote at 

the Center for International Maritime Security. The Navy and Military Sealift 
Command operate scores of transports. (Too few, critics contend.) These vessels for 

the most part are big and gray. They’re pretty obviously military vessels—and fat 
targets for Chinese warplanes, submarines and rockets. But MSC has access to 60 

cargo ships belonging to commercial shipping firms. The feds pays the ships’ operators 

a retainer under MSC’s Maritime Security Program. In wartime, the Pentagon could 
take up the 60 ships, load them with military cargo and add them to big convoys under 

Navy escort. It might be safer to disguise the ships, however. “For locating military 
sealift cargo that was clandestinely loaded, it would be fiendishly difficult to find one 

particular ship in the company of hundreds of lookalikes,” Morris and Bacon-Shone 

wrote. There’s a problem. The identities of the ships in the MSP are public record. 
Commercial vessels typically broadcast their identity and location using the Automatic 

Identification System. In a crisis, Chinese forces would be looking for the 60 MSP 
ships. Going dark isn’t an option, Morris and Bacon-Shone explained. “Coastal nations 

tracking marine traffic assume non-AIS targets are either warships or bad actors 

engaged in illegal activity—either way, drawing outsized attention and potentially even 
aggressive engagement.” Fortunately for the Navy and the undercover officers it would 

assign to shepherd the sneaky cargo, it’s possible—Hell, easy—to fake an AIS signal. 
The Russians routinely spoof the AIS tracks of NATO warships. 

The MSP ships’ main disguise would be the transponder of some other vessel. After 

that, it’s all about sailing casual. “Your [transponder] code could be just a standard AIS 
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track and will look like a commercial track, and if maintain a slow speed of advance 
and you’re not spinning any radars that are easily identified with naval traffic, then 

you’ve blended in,” said Jerry Hendrix, a retired Navy aviator and author of To Provide 
and Maintain a Navy. There’s still the problem of that final mile. An MSP ship can hail 

at a major port without giving away its true purpose. But it certainly can’t anchor off 

some tiny China Seas islet without announcing itself and the Marines it’s resupplying. 
That means the last leg of the delivery must fall to military forces that can sail or fly 

fast, under the cover of darkness or bad weather—and fight to defend themselves if the 
Chinese spot them. Tiltrotors and low-flying cargo planes could handle the job. Some 

analysts think the Navy’s underutilized Littoral Combat Ships might serve a similar 

purpose. Submarines could do it, too—just like they did in World War II. 

Source: Forbes; 08 July 2021 

 

GOVERNMENT ENDORSES NATIONAL 

INTEGRATED MARITIME STRATEGY TO HALT 

PIRACY 
- GNA 

Vice President Dr Mahamudu Bawumia said the Government has endorsed a 

comprehensive National Integrated Maritime Strategy to enhance inter-agency 
cooperation on the sea to halt piracy. He, therefore, urged regional and continental 

navies and security agencies to step up collaboration of inter-agency procedures, 
enhance information and intelligence-sharing to tackle the insecurities in the Gulf of 

Guinea. He said the increasing incidences of piracy and kidnapping for ransom in the 

Gulf of Guinea by the Pirate Action Groups and organised crime groups were 
threatening regional and continental trade and called for concerted efforts by 

stakeholders to halt the menace. 

Vice-President said this at the opening of the Second Edition of the International 
Maritime Defence Exhibition and Conference in Accra on Wednesday. The three-day 

programme is on the theme: "Maritime Security and Trade: the Nexus between a 
Secure Maritime Domain and a Developed Blue Economy." It brought together more 

than 300 delegates from 70 countries in Africa, Europe and Asia to discuss and 

network towards tackling the challenges in the maritime sector for sustainable 
exploitation of the blue economy. Vice President Bawumia said it was important for 

regional navies to work through coordinated maritime law enforcement to suppress 
insecurities in the sector. He urged the maritime security architecture to dismantle the 

piracy and kidnapping for ransom networks and unravel the identity of the negotiators 

and facilitators of the crime. The Vice President said government was acquiring 
offshore patrol vessels, fast patrol boats and crafts for the Navy as well as provide 

funding for the timely completion of the Forward Operating Base at Ezinlibo in the 
Western Region to protect Ghana’s maritime territory. 

Reports along the Gulf of Guinea in recent times signal a surge in attacks by Pirate 

Action Groups with most incidents occurring along the coasts of Cameroon, Nigeria, 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/davidaxe/2021/07/08/the-us-navy-needs-some-way-of-sneaking-supplies-through-chinese-defenses/?sh=2eda3a29693a
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Benin and Ghana. A total of 79 actual and attempted attacks were recorded in 2020 
representing 34 per cent increase over that of 2019, which recorded 59 attacks. 

Similarly, there was a rise in kidnapping for ransom and hostage-taking. For instance, 
22 separate attacks were recorded in 2020, with 130 out of 135 persons kidnapped 

globally reportedly abducted in the Gulf of Guinea alone. 

That represents 95 per cent of all kidnapping cases with Nigeria recording 62, Benin 

29 and Ghana six. Vice-President Bawumia noted that the situation had become even 
more precarious considering that over the past two months, about 10 crew members 

of two Ghanaian-flagged fishing vessels were abducted in separate incidences along 
the Gulf of Guinea. He said 2021 had begun with challenges with the first half 

witnessing greater piracy threats and activities with more than 30 cases recorded. 

Those incidences led to some renowned maritime security institutions issuing warning 
notices to all vessels plying the Gulf of Guinea, which he said was detrimental to the 

security and economic interest of the Region. 

Vice President Bawumia expressed worry over the evasion of counter-piracy measures 
by the criminals, making them emboldened, thereby scaling up the insecurity and 

threat profile in the coastal nations. More disturbing was a report from the Centre of 
Maritime Law and Security Africa indicating that Kidnapping for Ransom has 

developed into an ‘Improved Business Module’, which attracted criminal groups to 

shift from theft and robberies, he said. "I am informed that the network, which 
sustains this module of piracy, is larger than the traditional case of piracy of cargo 

stealing,” Dr Bawumia said. "This network now involves negotiators, intermediaries, 
facilitators and racketeers as well as individuals acting in official or professional 

capacities such as insurance and risk analysts, professional negotiators and security 

companies.” "These new dimensions bearing on insecurities in the maritime domain 
is a wakeup call that, indeed all of us gathered here have a lot of work to do.” He said 

the maritime sector was the pillar of the Ghanaian economy as the ports serve as the 
gateway for over 80 per cent of international trade and a source of revenue to the State. 

The offshore oil and gas sector with its associated industries contribute significantly 

to the nations’ Gross Domestic Product (GDP). 

The fishing industry employs about 10 per cent of the populace and accounts for up to 
60 per cent of the protein intake of Ghanaians. Dr Bawumia said protecting the 

maritime domain was, therefore, a fundamental agenda for all countries in the Gulf of 
Guinea and the rest of the world adding that the President Akufo-Addo-led 

Government had resolved to modernise the Ghana Navy to lead in making that a 

reality. He said government would see to the training and welfare of the Naval 
Personnel to remain professional in the discharge of their duties. The Ghana Ports and 

Harbours Authority, the fisheries and oil and gas sectors were also being supported to 
work to meet set standards, he said. 

The Chief of Naval Staff, Rear Admiral Issah Yakubu, in his welcome remarks, said 80 

per cent of the global goods or merchandise were carried through the seas. He 

expressed the hope that the forum would come out with a common regional and 
international framework to deal with the insecurities in the maritime sector. The 

conference was organised by the Ghana Navy in collaboration with the Ghana Airforce 
and Great Minds Event. 
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Source: businessghana.com; 08 July 2021 

 

CHINA SAYS IT CHASED AWAY A 

TRESPASSING U.S. DESTROYER. THAT'S NOT 

HOW IT WORKS. 
- Kyle Mizokami 

The People’s Liberation Army (PLA) claimed victory against the U.S. Navy yesterday, 

declaring it had “warned off” the guided missile destroyer USS Benfold while it was 
trespassing in Chinese waters. China’s lack of evidence, however, means the American 

ship was likely just making a short passage through waters the U.S. doesn’t even 
consider to be Chinese territory. China’s Ministry of Defense said the PLA Southern 

Theater Command mobilized air and naval forces as the USS Benfold, shown above, 

entered what it described as the Chinese territorial waters. The incident took place in 
the Xisha Islands, otherwise known as the Paracel Islands, which lie about 200 miles 

southeast of the China’s Hainan Island and 300 miles from the Chinese mainland. 

The Paracel Islands sit in the South China Sea, of which China claims approximately 
90 percent. This includes waters previously considered international territory, 

meaning China is ignoring the competing claims of its neighbors. China has enlarged 

many of the islets and shoals in the South China Sea. Though China originally 
described the effort as a means for improving mariner safety and scientific research, 

in reality, the country fortified the areas with military-grade airports, radar systems, 
and surface-to-air and anti-ship missiles. “The naval and air forces of the PLA 

Southern Theater Command conducted tracking and monitoring on the US destroyer 

and warned it to leave,” China’s Ministry of Defense said. 

The implication is the Benfold acceded to Chinese authority and promptly left. If the 

PLA didn’t actually want people to believe that happened, it probably wouldn’t have 

mentioned the incident. It isn’t advantageous for China to announce an incident in 
which a U.S. Navy warship ignored its authority. Yet ... that’s almost certainly what 

happened. Despite the involvement of its air and naval forces, China didn’t provide 
any evidence that military action compelled the American ship to leave. Furthermore, 

freedom of navigation operations typically involve U.S. Navy ships making relatively 

short, furtive voyages into disputed territory simply to make the point before leaving. 
By the time the Benfold received its warning, it was likely already sailing out of the 

area. In response, the Japan-based U.S. 7th Fleet “rejected the Chinese statement as 
false, but gave no details of a possible encounter with PLA forces,” Military reports. 

U.S. warships have made repeated freedom of navigation trips in the South China Sea. 

In February, USS John S. McCain made a similar passage near the Paracels and used 
nearly identical language to describe how the American ship was reportedly forced 

away. 

Source: Popular Mechanics; 13 July 2021 

http://www.businessghana.com/site/news/general/241944/Gov%27t-endorses-NIMS-to-halt-piracy
https://www.popularmechanics.com/military/navy-ships/a37002813/china-chased-us-navy-destroyer-what-really-happened/


Making Waves 

04 – 18 July 2021       
 

                                                                                    

9                                                                                                                                                
 

MARITIME FORCES 
 

SINGAPORE, US NAVY DIVERS CONDUCT 

COUNTER-TERRORISM TRAINING AS PART OF 

BILATERAL MARITIME EXERCISE 
- Aqil Haziq Mahmud 

SINGAPORE: Singapore and US navy divers have conducted maritime counter-
terrorism training as part of a bilateral maritime exercise between the two countries. 

The divers also completed a combined boarding of a vessel of interest, simulated by a 
Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN) training ship, the Ministry of Defence (MINDEF) 

said in a news release on Tuesday (Jul 6).  The exercises, which started on Jun 22 and 

are scheduled to end on Jul 7, are taking place in the waters off Guam.  They are part 
of the biennial Exercise Pacific Griffin involving RSN and the United States Navy 

(USN). This year's edition is the third since it was first conducted in 2017. 

The RSN’s Formidable-class frigates RSS Tenacious and RSS Stalwart, as well as the 
Independence-class Littoral Mission Vessel RSS Fearless, participated alongside 

USN’s Arleigh Burke-class destroyer USS Benfold, auxiliary ship USNS Amelia Earhart 

and a Los Angeles-class submarine. The ships took part in naval exercises for the air, 
surface and underwater domains, while the RSN fired torpedoes and conducted an 

Aster anti-air missile firing, MINDEF said. The US Indo-Pacific Command said on its 
website that the exercise would feature events both ashore and at sea, such as maritime 

special operations, anti-air defence exercises and anti-submarine warfare operations. 

"The exercise advances the complexity of maritime training utilising diverse naval 
platforms and operating areas," the report said. 

RSAF FIGHTER JETS PARTICIPATE 

This year's exercise also saw Republic of Singapore Air Force (RSAF) fighter jets take 

part for the first time. An RSAF fighter detachment has been in Guam for a two-month 
deployment since May. Airmen and women with the RSAF detachment, comprising its 

F-15SG and F-16 fighter jets, are deployed to Andersen Air Force Base on the US island 
territory to hone their skills. The US base will also house an RSAF fighter detachment 

in the future. "Exercising together, the RSN and RSAF executed a successful 

coordinated missile firing against a surface target," MINDEF said. 

"The RSN and RSAF also conducted other integrated missions in support of maritime 

operations during the exercise, strengthening the sea-air integration between the 

services." Prior to their deployment at the exercise, all Singapore Armed Forces 
personnel went through pre-departure isolation and tested negative for COVID-19, 

MINDEF said. Colonel Ooi Tjin Kai, RSN's deputy fleet commander and exercise task 
force commander, said the exercise helped improve professionalism between the two 
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navies. "Exercise Pacific Griffin is an important part of a series of regular bilateral 
interactions with our US counterparts," he said. "We always look forward to training 

with the USN as it provides us the opportunity to conduct exercises to hone our 
capabilities and enhance our cooperation." Captain Chase Sargeant, USN's 

commander Task Force 71, said exercises like Pacific Griffin emphasise cooperation 

while building competencies in a complex and technologically advanced training 
environment. 

"This exercise demonstrates the trust and expertise we have built over the years with 

the RSN through increasingly complex and integrated training and live-fire events," 
he said. Besides bilateral exercises, both navies also engage in professional exchanges, 

cross-attendance of courses and multilateral exercises, MINDEF said. "These regular 

interactions have enhanced cooperation and mutual understanding between the two 
militaries, and deepened personal and professional ties between their personnel," it 

added. 

Source: channelnewsasia.com; 06 July 2021 

 

HOW INS KILTAN HAS BECOME THE 

STRATEGIC FLAG-BEARER OF INDIA’S ACT 

EAST POLICY 
- Don Mclain Gill 

On 3 July, the Indian Navy’s INS Kiltan took a quick stop in the Philippines as part of 

its deployment in the Indo-Pacific Region. This came after a successful military drill 

conducted between the Indian warship and a South Korean naval vessel in the East 
China Sea. Since it joined the Indian Navy in 2017, the INS Kiltan has been a significant 

pillar in India’s Act East Policy at a time when the maritime sub-regions in the Pacific 
have been subject to China’s assertive actions. On 20 June, Japan said that two 

Chinese coast guard ships had entered the Japanese-administered Senkaku Islands in 

the East China Sea. This happened several times in April and May too, as reported by 
WION, leading to reinvigorated tensions between the two East Asian countries. 

Moreover, China’s strategic designs to project power and increase influence in the 
South China Sea are also concerning given the call for readiness for a “people’s war at 

sea” by China’s defence minister, General Chang Wanquan. 

 
INS Kiltan and India’s Act East Policy 

 
The indigenously built INS Kiltan is an anti-submarine warfare stealth corvette. The 

warship is the third of four Kamorta-class corvettes being built under Project 28. 

According to a Ministry of Defence press release, the INS Kiltan “portrays the growing 
capability of the Indian Navy and the significance of Make in India in the defence 

sector”. The INS Kiltan is India’s first major naval ship to contain a superstructure of 
carbon fibre composite material. This allows for more enhanced stealth features and 

lower costs for overall maintenance. The warship also utilises a largely indigenous 

collection of advanced weapons and sensors, such as heavyweight torpedoes, anti-

https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/singapore-us-navy-divers-ndu-counter-terrorism-pacific-griffin-15165350
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submarine warfare (ASW) rockets, missile decoy rockets, an advanced electronic 
support measure (ESM) system, and a highly advanced bow-mounted sonar and air 

surveillance radar, among many others. The INS Kiltan is part of the Indian Navy’s 
Eastern Naval Command, which is the flag bearer of India’s Act East policy. A major 

component of India’s strategic engagements in East Asia centres on naval cooperation 

and maritime security. With critical shifts in the regional geopolitical landscape in East 
Asia, the INS Kiltan has proven to be a formidable element in India’s strategic outreach 

in the seas. 
 

Mapping operations in East Asia 

 
The year 2019 was significant for the INS Kiltan in the context of its activities in East 

Asia. As Japan battled the devastation and turbulence brought by Typhoon Hagibis, 
the Indian Navy deployed the INS Kiltan and the INS Sahyadri to provide assistance. 

On 23 October 2019, the INS Kiltan and INS Sahyadri made a port call in Manila. 

While operating in the South China Sea for weeks, the INS Kiltan made other port calls 
in key Southeast Asian countries such as Malaysia, Thailand, and Cambodia as well. 

These engagements represent India’s desire to deepen its strategic partnership 
throughout the region. From 26 September to 4 October 2019, the two ships also 

participated in the Malabar 2019 trilateral maritime exercise in the Pacific Ocean 

along with United States Navy and the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force. This aimed 
to further strengthen naval cooperation between the three countries and to enhance 

cooperation and interoperability, based on the shared desire to secure and maintain 
rules-based order in the region. A month later, the Indian warship took on a three-day 

visit to Indonesia, which led to its participation in a passing exercise (PASSEX) with 

the Indonesian Navy in critical maritime spaces in the Pacific. 
 

New impetus for the warship 
 

The year 2020, however, provided a new impetus to the operations of the INS Kiltan. 

This was due to the Covid-19 pandemic coupled with a series of natural calamities that 
took place in Southeast Asia. Accordingly, Mission Sagar-III was enshrined as a part 

of India’s humanitarian assistance and disaster relief (HADR) initiative towards its 
eastern neighbours. 

 

This mission also significantly banks on Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of 
Security and Growth for All in the Region (SAGAR). It also highlights India’s position 

as a reliable ally and net security provider throughout the greater Indo-Pacific. 
Furthermore, it highlights the importance of Southeast Asian countries in India’s 

strategic and foreign policy calculus. On 24 December 2020, the INS Kiltan reached 

Nha Rhong port in Vietnam, bringing approximately 15 tonnes of disaster relief items 
for the flood-stricken people. The INS Kiltan then arrived at the Sihanoukville Port in 

Cambodia with another 15 tonnes of disaster relief material for those affected by the 
floods. This year, the INS Kiltan was deployed in the Far East, and conducted a military 

drill with South Korea’s Daegu-class frigate ROKS Gyeongnam in the East China Sea 

on 28 June. The naval cooperation aimed to strengthen the military and defence 
partnership between the two countries in the maritime domain. Upon its conclusion, 

the warship made a quick stop in Manila on 3 July, signalling the steadfast desire of 
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India to maintain close relations with the region. The stop in Manila set the tone for 
more potential strategic engagements in the future, including a possible and long-

overdue bilateral naval exercise. The successful ongoing operations of the INS Kiltan 
in East Asia represent the significance of India’s Make in India initiative and its Act 

East Policy. This has positive implications for the role of the Indian Navy as a security 

provider throughout the greater Indo-Pacific, regardless of China’s moves. 
 

Don McLain Gill is a resident fellow at the International Development and Security 
Cooperation (IDSC) and director for South Asia and Southeast Asia at the Philippine-

Middle East Studies Association (PMESA). He is also an author who has written 

extensively on South Asian geopolitics and Indian foreign policy. Views are personal. 
 

Source: The Print; 09 July 2021 
 

 

INDIAN NAVY VICE CHIEF OF NAVAL STAFF 

VISITS COMMANDER, U.S. 3RD FLEET 

- U.S. 3rd Fleet Public Affairs 

SAN DIEGO - Vice Adm. G. Ashok Kumar, Indian Navy Vice Chief of Naval Staff, met 

with Vice Adm. Steve Koehler, the commander of U.S. 3rd Fleet, during a visit to San 
Diego, June 28. 

The purpose of the meeting, held at the invitation of Commander, U.S. Pacific Fleet, 

focused on U.S. and Indian Navy cooperation in the area of undersea domain 
awareness, and is part of a larger visit which included various stops throughout San 

Diego and the Pacific Northwest. “The US-India strategic partnership is one of our 
most critical relationships in the Indo-Pacific,” said Koehler. “Open discussion of 

shared and complimentary capabilities not only strengthens our relationship, it 

increases our naval effectiveness as we work together to ensure a free and open Indo-
Pacific.” While in San Diego, Kumar visited Undersea Warfighting Development 

Center, Submarine Squadron 11, Undersea Rescue Command, Fleet Anti-Submarine 
Warfare Training Center, and the aircraft carrier USS Theodore Roosevelt (CVN 71). 

In the Pacific Northwest, Kumar visited with elements of Submarine Development 

Squadron 5 and Commander, Undersea Surveillance. 

The U.S. and Indian navies have been reinforcing their partnership in a shared desire 

to maintain a rules-based international order and will continue to work together with 
other partners and allies to demonstrate a collective commitment to a free and open 

Indo-Pacific. An integral part of U.S. Pacific Fleet, U.S. 3rd Fleet operates naval forces 
in the Indo-Pacific in addition to providing realistic and relevant training across the 

full spectrum of military operations – from combat operations to humanitarian 

assistance and disaster relief. U.S. 3rd Fleet works in close coordination with other 
numbered Fleets to provide commanders with capable, ready forces to deploy forward 

and win in day-to-day competition, in crisis, and in conflict. 

https://theprint.in/opinion/how-ins-kiltan-has-become-the-strategic-flag-bearer-of-indias-act-east-policy/692769/
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Source: cpf.navy.mil; 07 July 2021 

 

JAPANESE SHIP VISITS KARACHI 

KARACHI: Japanese ship Yuugiri recently visited Karachi port to receive an 

impressive welcome from senior officials of the Pakistan Navy along with the defence 
attaché of Japan. On completion of the visit, sea exercises were conducted between 

Pakistan Navy and Maritime Self Defence Force (JMSDF) ships covering a wide range 
of naval operations. The exercise was aimed to enhance interoperability and contribute 

toward international efforts for ensuring maritime security in the Indian Ocean 

Region. Exercise with JMSDF Ship Yuugiri is a testimony of Pakistan Navy’s resolve 
to work towards regional peace and it will further strengthen mutual collaboration 

between the two navies. 

Pakistan Navy and the JMSDF enjoy longstanding cordial relations. Both navies have 
been working together to ensure safe and secure maritime environment in the region. 

The ships of both navies are also participating in maritime security operations and 

have conducted sea exercises on various occasions. The Japanese ship also 
participated in the Aman-21 exercises held in Pakistan waters back in February this 

year. 

Source: dawn.com; 12 July 2021 

 

NEW LIGHT-DUTY TANK DELIVERED TO PLA 

NAVY'S AMPHIBIOUS FORCE 
-  Zhao Lei 

China's ZTQ-15 light tank has been delivered to the amphibious force of the People's 
Liberation Army Navy, according to the Navy. In a video clip about one of its Marine 

Corps brigades that was broadcast on China Central Television last month, the Navy 
showed a sergeant teaching fellow marines how to operate the ZTQ-15 in front of 

several such tanks, marking its public debut in the Marine Corps. 

The main land weapons of the Marine Corps' armored force are currently the ZTD-
05A amphibious assault vehicle and ZBD-05 amphibious fighting vehicle. Deployment 

of the ZTQ-15 will substantially boost the Marine Corps' operational mobility and 

amphibious fighting capability, said Wu Peixin, a military equipment observer in 
Beijing. "Compared with other ground-based weapons in the Marine Corps, the new 

tank has thicker armor, stronger firepower and an improved propulsion system, which 
means it is able to confront heavily armed enemies and can move through many kinds 

of tough terrain that other vehicles can't," he said. Yu Shuo, an industry observer of 

land weapons, said that despite its light weight, the highly mobile ZTQ-15 has good 
self-protection measures. He said the tank is mainly tasked with undertaking combat 

operations in mountainous regions and on plateaus. 

https://www.cpf.navy.mil/news.aspx/110976
https://www.dawn.com/news/1634555/japanese-ship-visits-karachi
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The tank is equipped with specially designed engines that can handle the shortage of 
oxygen on plateaus and also features a hydropneumatic suspension system that 

ensures good maneuverability and survivability in mountainous regions. Its main 

weapon－a 105-millimeter-caliber gun－is able to fire shells and guided missiles 

powerful enough to destroy all kinds of tanks likely to confront the Chinese tank on 
plateaus, he said. "ZTQ-15's overall capabilities are comparable to those of many main 

battle tanks. Specifically speaking, it is mightier than all tanks in the world except the 
top five main battle tanks," Yu said. Ge Lide, a defense technology researcher at PLA 

National Defense University, said that while the tank falls into the light-duty category, 

its combat capability is pretty strong, considering its firepower, mobility, defensive 
measures and information capacity. 

He said the tank should be able to outperform all other PLA tanks and armored 

vehicles off-road. During an inspection of the Marine Corps' headquarters in 
Chaozhou, Guangdong province, in October, President Xi Jinping said the service 

must be able to deploy rapidly, undertake various kinds of tasks, and operate in all 

types of terrain. He stressed that the Marine Corps is an elite amphibious fighting force 
that shoulders significant responsibilities for safeguarding national sovereignty, 

territorial integrity, marine rights and overseas interests. 

Source: China Daily; 09 July 2021 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202107/09/WS60e7a425a310efa1bd660b96.html
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SHIPPING, PORTS AND 

OCEAN ECONOMY  
 

EC CLIMATE MEASURES MUST NOT 

UNDERMINE COMPETITIVENESS: GREEK 

SHIPOWNERS 
- David Glass 

Representing Institutionally representing 58% of European shipping and recognising 
the challenges related to the climate change and the technological progress, actively 

participated in the public consultations of the EC, the UGS has been closely following 

developments at the European Union (EU) and the unfolding of its environmental 
agenda and, in particular, the EC’s initiatives linked to the European Green Deal 

climate action, which will be unveiled 14 July. 

Indeed, the Greek owner’s union has been providing its know-how and experience for 
the next day of the shipping industry and contributed to the formulation of the views 

and positions of the shipping industry in these deliberations. In a statement 6 July, 
the Piraeus-based UGS noted it represents “one of the safest, youngest and most 

technologically advanced fleets in the world” and is “firmly committed to the 

protection of the environment and the decarbonisation of the sector”. “Towards this 
end, it has promoted ambitious and at the same time feasible solutions, which not only 

guarantee true improvement of the industry’s carbon footprint but also safeguard the 
long-term sustainability of this strategically significant sector with its multiple benefits 

for the EU and its citizens,” the UGS. “We are making sure shipping continues to be 

among the front runners in the fight against global warming and we stand ready to 
contribute constructively on the occasion of the imminent announcement of EC’s ‘Fit 

for 55’ climate package,” said UGS president, Theodore Veniamis. “But we have to be 
realistic,” said Veniamis. “Shipowners are not the parties that build the ships or the 

marine engines and they cannot produce marine fuels. In addition, most of the time it 

is the charterers and not the shipowners that control the commercial operation of the 
ships, including the fuel purchased and thereby determine their carbon footprint. It is, 

therefore, of utmost importance that policy makers recognise where the responsibility 
of the different stakeholders lies in respect of shipping’s decarbonisation and adopt 

pertinent legislative provisions,” said the union’s president 

The UGS has long maintained that given non-fossil fuels will not be available in 

sufficient quantities for the new decade, a massive effort in R&D into new fuels and 
technologies is required to which the international shipping industry has publicly 
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declared its willingness to contribute but which it cannot effect on its own. Further the 
UGS notes that shipping, is an international industry, comprising a very large number 

of private proprietary SMEs and mainly engaged in cross-trading across many 
different jurisdictions, demands international solutions. “Regrettably, the European 

Union has opted for regional regulatory initiatives rather than pursuing its legitimate 

goals in the relevant international for a,” said the UGS. “We sincerely hope the EC’s 
imminent initiatives will not undermine the global competitiveness and sustainability 

of the EU shipping industry, an industry that still controls almost 40% of the world’s 
ocean-going fleet,” concluded Veniamis. 

Source: seatrade-maritime.com; 07 July 2021 

 

LANDMARK UNDERSEA CABLE BOOSTS 

REGIONAL CONNECTIVITY  
- Jean Kassongo 

AN extensive long-haul and metro fibre network in the Democratic Republic of Congo 

(DRC) is set to address the growing demand for connectivity mainly across Central 
Africa. Some countries in East and Southern Africa will also be connected through the 

project, which is a partnership between Liquid Technologies and Facebook. 

More than 30 million people in the DRC are to benefit. The network will help create a 

digital corridor from the Atlantic Ocean through the Congo Rainforest, to East Africa, 
and onto the Indian Ocean. Liquid Technologies has been working for more than two 

years on the corridor, which now reaches central DRC. 

The corridor will connect DRC to its neighbouring countries including Angola, Congo 
Brazzaville, Rwanda, Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia. The new facility to stretch from 

central DRC to the eastern border with Rwanda will extend the reach of 2Africa, a 
major undersea cable that will land along both the East and West African coasts, and 

better connect Africa to the Middle East and Europe. Liquid will employ more than 5 

000 people from local communities to build the fibre network. “This is one of the most 
difficult fibre builds ever undertaken, crossing more than 2, 000 kilometres of some 

of the most challenging terrain in the world,” said Nic Rudnick, Group Chief Executive 
Officer of Liquid Intelligent Technologies. “Liquid Technologies and Facebook have a 

common mission to provide affordable infrastructure to bridge connectivity gaps, and 

we believe our work together will have a tremendous impact on internet accessibility 
across the region.” 

Facebook will invest an undisclosed amount in the fibre build and support network 

planning. “This fibre build with Liquid Technologies is one of the most exciting 
projects we have worked on,” said Ibrahima Ba, Director of Network Investments, 

Emerging Markets at Facebook. Ba is hopeful that deploying fibre is demanding but it 

is a crucial part of extending broadband access to under-connected areas. “We look 
forward to seeing how our fibre build will help increase the availability and improve 

the affordability of high-quality internet in DRC,” the executive said. 

https://www.seatrade-maritime.com/environmental/ec-climate-measures-must-not-undermine-competitiveness-greek-shipowners
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Source: cajnewsafrica.com; 05 July 2021 

 

WAR RISK INSURANCE: UNITING FOR A 

COMMON GOAL 
- Dr Bashir Jamoh 

The reason underwriting firms around the world have given for the very high premium 
(the highest in the world) they place on cargoes coming to Nigeria has been the 

perception of the Gulf of Guinea as the most unsafe and least secure maritime 
environment in the world. This has seen Nigerians paying very exorbitant costs for 

imported goods and raw materials, for the simple reason that about 65 per cent of the 

merchandise that passes through the region come into the country. What this means 
is that for each imported product; for each made-in-Nigeria product manufactured 

with imported raw materials, Nigerians pay a high price because of the insecurity in 
the Gulf of Guinea. Today, however, it is a combination of both good and bad news for 

Nigerian consumers of foreign products, manufacturers of products that require 
imported raw materials, water transporters, fishermen and operators of marine-based 

businesses, etc. 

The good news is that there’s a significant decline in the rate of piracy and other forms 

of criminality in the country waterways. This has been brought about through the 
execution of the Deep Blue Project, a collaboration involving the Nigerian Maritime 

Administration and Safety Agency (NIMASA), the Nigerian military, especially the 
Nigerian Navy, Nigerian Airforce, Nigerian Army. the Department of State Services 

and the Police, to fight criminality, using the most modern technology. The bad news 

is that the reduction in crime rate in the country’s maritime environment has not 
reflected in the prices Nigerians pay for products, whether foreign or made-in-Nigeria 

with imported raw materials. This is because war-risk insurance on Nigeria-bound 
goods has remained high, not taking cognizance of the improved state of security in 

the country waterways. While the war on maritime insecurity is showing signs of being 

worn, a different kind of war one with a direct impact on the Nigerian economy and 
consumers has continued to stare us in the face, namely, the unacceptably high war-

risk insurance that foreign underwriters place on Nigeria-bound cargoes. In other 
words, there is still a long road to travel to get to the Promised Land where security in 

the waterways will translate into cheaper prices for imported goods and raw materials. 

It is important to mention here that the war of the next phase goes beyond the Deep 

Blue Project and the partners that are involved. It is a war that requires the full and 
active participation of all stakeholders in the maritime industry; those whose 

businesses and activities are directly affected by the freight charges on cargoes that 
come into Nigeria; whose businesses and activities impact directly on the country’s 

economy, as well as Nigerian consumers. These stakeholders come under-recognized 

associations and bodies that have the wherewithal to contribute to the collective effort 
to wage this war, for the good of the country and its people. They are the Manufacturers 

Association of Nigeria (MAN), the Lagos Chamber of Commerce and Industry (LCCI), 
Association of Nigerian Licensed Customs Agents (ANLCA), National Association of 

https://www.cajnewsafrica.com/2021/07/05/landmark-undersea-cable-boosts-regional-connectivity/
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Government Approved Freight Forwarders (NAGAFF) and the Council of Managing 
Directors of Licensed Customs Agents (NCMDLCA). Others are the National 

Insurance Commission (NAICOM), Nigerian Chamber of Shipping, Nigerian Chamber 
of Commerce, Industry, Mines and Agriculture (NACCIMA), Nigerian Shippers 

Council and the Federal Ministry of Trade, Industry and Investment. There are others 

that have been inadvertently left out of this list, but which are equally important in the 
fight of this war. 

The efforts of these associations would complement what NIMASA is doing to draw 

the attention of the international shipping community to the progressively changing 
security situation in the Nigerian maritime environment, which should necessitate a 

downward review of the freight charges on cargoes that come into the country. This 

fight requires a two-pronged approach. The first approach would see them acting 
individually, and would involve direct engagements with their foreign counterparts 

using different fora, for the purpose of bringing to their knowledge the rapidly 
improving security situation in the Nigerian maritime environment, which is reflected 

in the declining number of cases of piracy on one hand and, on the other, the fact that 

for the first time, it is now possible to convict maritime criminals in our courts. The 
latter has been made possible by the Suppression of Piracy and Other Maritime 

Offences (SPOMO) Act of 2019, which makes it possible for maritime offences to be 
prosecuted in a court of law. About 10 convictions for various maritime offences have 

so far been secured. 

The second approach would be a joint effort involving the associations, perhaps in 
form of seminars that would seek to draw attention to the continuous damage the 

exorbitant war-risk insurance on Nigeria-bound cargoes is having on the various 

sectors of the country’s economy and its negative impact on the lives of Nigerians. Such 
events would have in attendance not just representatives of similar organizations in 

other parts of the world, but also the relevant maritime bodies including the 
International Maritime Organization, offshore shipping underwriting firms, including 

Beazley, the global insurance firm which has designed what it calls the Gulf of Guinea 

Plus, to provide for extra losses that may be incurred from unforeseen criminal 
activities in the region, international ship owners, etc. We need to mount persistent 

pressure on the international shipping community to take a second look at the very 
unhealthy situation in which Nigeria continues to pay the highest cargoes premium in 

the world, just because of the wrong perception of the Gulf of Guinea being the most 

unsafe and least secure in the world would not go away, despite empirical evidence 
that proves the contrary. 

In 2020, the Oceans Beyond Piracy Report put the cost of additional war-risk 

premiums incurred by Nigeria-bound ships passing through the Gulf of Guinea at 
$55.5 million, in addition to about $100.7 million carried by 35 per cent of ships to 

cover kidnap and ransom. It would not be a surprise if the 2021 report shows 

something higher. 

Dr. Jamoh is the Director-General and Chief Executive Officer of Nigerian Maritime 
Administration and Safety Agency 

Source: The Guardian Business; 07 July 2021 

 

https://guardian.ng/business-services/maritime/war-risk-insurance-uniting-for-a-common-goal/
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MARITIME SECURITY – UNSAFE SEAS, 

INSECURE CREW 
- Gard 

Our panelists looked at the heightened security risk to ship and crew from several 
different perspectives – operational, commercial, legal, insurance and, importantly, 

from personal experience. Steven Harwood from AMBREY took us through the crisis 
management process using a case example from a kidnapping that took place in 

December 2019. Gard’s Siddharth Mahajan described his brushes with pirate attacks 

while sailing as a Master. Our thoughts were never far from the seafarer and we were 
proud to be joined for the webinar by over 100 active seafarers from the Hafnia fleet. 

AMBREY’S Harry Pearce kicked off by providing an overview of global maritime crime 

and war risk perils, forecasting numbers for 2021 to be down against last year, though 
with greater parity between regions and a higher relative share of incidents in Central 

and South America. 

West Africa’s Gulf of Guinea was the focus of the brief, as the current hotspot for 
piracy, and specifically kidnap for ransom. Nigeria continues to dominate statistics, 

accounting for approximately half of the regional total each year. However, there has 

been increasing displacement of the threat, introducing greater complexity as to the 
right security response. Harry cautioned that there are consistent and cyclical seasonal 

variations in the prevalence of the threat and stressed the importance of retaining a 
sound intelligence picture. Harry closed with some good news – pirate efficacy has 

reduced, meaning attacks in 2021 have been less successful than in the past. Further, 

he noted that there are a host of critical initiatives and naval deployments coming 
onstream in the near future. 

Piracy and War Risk – two scenarios with insurance, charterparty and 

crew contract implications 

The webinar addressed two scenarios – transiting through the Gulf of Guinea and 
transiting through a war risk area. The second scenario focused on the attack of the 

BW RHINE by an explosive laden remote-controlled skiff in Jeddah in 2020. Broadly 

speaking, piracy is considered a war risk and both hull and machinery property loss 
and P&I liability are insured by a war risk policy. As explained by Gard underwriter, 

Chris Lambe, the Joint War Committee designates certain geographical areas as listed 
areas and shipowners are required to notify their war risk underwriter of voyages in 

the listed areas as a condition of cover and for purposes of adjustment to premium. 

Piracy outside of a listed area is still considered covered by the war risk policy, it is 
simply not a condition that advance notice of the voyage is provided. Gard’s Defence 

lawyer Puja Varaprasad noted that different charterparties may define war risk more 
broadly than the JWC listed areas. Puja also noted that certain charterparty clauses, 

for example the BIMCO piracy clauses, include a provision whereby the Master and or 

the owners can refuse to proceed to an area if in the Master’s or the owner’s reasonable 
judgement, the area is dangerous to the vessel, cargo, crew or other persons on board 

due to actual or threatened reports of piracy. 
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Crew contracts may provide for additional compensation and other rights for sailing 
in designated high risk areas. For example, under the ITF International Bargaining 

Forum collective agreement, seafarers receive additional monetary compensation 
when the vessel transits through a designated risk area depending on whether the 

region is classified as a high risk area, warlike operations area or an extended risk zone. 

Further, the seafarer may also have a right to refuse sailing and be repatriated at the 
company’s expense. As noted by Siddharth, designation of high risk areas differs 

between the IBF/ITF crew contracts and the Joint War Committee (JWC) listed areas. 
There is also a voluntary reporting area (VRA) which is administered by Marine 

Domain Awareness for Trade – Gulf of Guinea (MDAT-GoG). The West Africa VRA, 

unlike the reporting area off Somalia, does not contain a designated high risk area. 
Boundaries of all three areas are shown below. 

Threat awareness, training and preparation are key to managing risk 

Although addressing security from different perspectives, all the panelists shared 

common key takeaways. Awareness of threats includes up to date intelligence and 
requires stakeholder collaboration. Security should not be treated as a peripheral task 

and owners must ensure that their crews are well informed, trained and equipped to 
face the threats when sailing through areas of heightened risk. From the legal and 

insurance perspective, owners must engage with war insurers as early as possible and 

understand the nuances of different insurance covers. Preparation also goes to review 
of charterparty clauses including piracy, war and trading exclusions. And, finally, 

communication and transparency before an incident, during an incident and after an 
incident is essential. This includes both communication internally between the 

departments responsible for fixing vessels and those responsible for crew, as well as 

between the management and the crew. Seafarers need to both understand the risk 
and planned response, and also be given the opportunity to voice their concerns. 

We thank AMBREY for sharing their analysis and experience with Gard and our 

webinar attendees. The webinar presentation was one hour followed by a lively thirty-
minute question and answer period. The webinar was recorded and can be viewed 

here. We had many more questions than we could answer in the time allotted. We will 

prepare another Insight to publish the questions with the panelists’ and Gard experts’ 
responses. 

Source: Hellenic Shipping News ; 09 July 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.hellenicshippingnews.com/maritime-security-unsafe-seas-insecure-crew/


Making Waves 

04 – 18 July 2021       
 

                                                                                    

21                                                                                                                                                
 

MARINE ENVIRONMENT 
 

ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED AND UNREGULATED 

FISHING IN THE PACIFIC 
- Staff Sgt. Solomon Navarro 

KOROR, Palau - Task Force Oceania’s Pacific augmentation teams recently completed 

their first rotational tours providing continuous support to Pacific island countries in 
Oceania demonstrating U.S. Army Pacific and U.S. IndoPacific Command’s 

commitment to our allies and partners in the region. And while the Department of 
Defense is committed to our allies and partners like the Federated States of 

Micronesia, the Republic of the Marshall Islands, and the Republic of Palau which 

have established international agreements for free association with the U.S., illegal, 
unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing is a serious threat to their security and 

stability and ours. “Illegal, unreported, and unregulated fishing is a collection of 
dishonest fishing practices, both on the high seas and in areas within national 

jurisdiction,” said U.S. Coast Guard Lt. Cmdr. Jason Holstead, the 14th District Living 

Marine Resource Officer. “IUU fishing includes fishing that is illegal, in contravention 
of existing laws and regulations, unreported, not reported or misreported, and/or 

unregulated, executed by vessels without nationality and/or conducted in areas where 
the flag State is not a party to international agreements or in areas where fishery 

management measures do not exist.” 

Holstead continued, “The Pacific ocean supplies about 70 percent of commercially-

landed tuna and 65 to 70 percent of the global value of tuna at both the dock and the 
final point of sale. The western and central Pacific is home to the world’s largest tuna 

fishery, yielding 57 percent of the total catch in 2014. Responsible fisheries 
management is vital to our Nation’s well-being, prosperity, and security. We must 

preserve the world’s fragile marine ecosystems to ensure economic prosperity and 

thriving oceans today and into the future. The U.S. Coast Guard works to ensure that 
our oceans are healthy and resilient, safe and productive to support global food 

security.” To combat IUU fishing in the Republic of Palau, the Division of Marine Law 
Enforcement works with the U.S. Coast Guard and other agencies and several non-

profit organizations but it’s a challenge for everyone involved. “It’s important to 

Palauans because I think fish is the main staple food for Palauans from ages ago till 
now,” said Police Lt. Commander Emerson Nobuo, Chief of Division of Marine Law 

Enforcement and Captain of the PSS Remeliik II. “The primary role of the DMLE is 
maritime security and the protection of our natural resources in our EEZ,” said Nobuo. 

“We’ve been in the system for almost 28 years, the marine law enforcement in Palau, 

and we’ve been slowly getting assistance from Australia, the U.S., Japan and Taiwan 
and we’re slowly advancing but while we’re slowly advancing, fishing fleets are 

advancing faster than us.” 



Making Waves 

04 – 18 July 2021       
 

                                                                                    

22                                                                                                                                                
 

“I think the biggest aspect for us here in Palau is capacity building, getting our law 
enforcement, getting our government up to par with the rest of the world,” said 

Jennifer Anson, National Security Coordinator for Palau. Anson rests assured that 
under the protection of the U.S., through the compact, the U.S. will step in and ensure 

the defense and security of Palau. “But we also want to build up our own capacity to 

able to face the challenges in the world around us,” said Anson. “IUU fishing has 
replaced piracy as the leading global maritime security threat,” said Holstead. “If IUU 

fishing continues unchecked, we can expect deterioration of fragile coastal States and 
increased tension among foreign-fishing Nations, threatening geo-political stability 

around the world.” “To me, with my years here at marine law, I think the best way to 

deal with IUUs, is deal with the nations, the nations these boats are flagged in, not deal 
with the fishing boats, deal with the nations, the government of those nations,” 

continued Nobuo. “They can prevent those boats, because we can keep catching them 
and they’re going to keep coming because they’re after the money. So we cannot… we 

can, catch a few, but it’s not gonna stop. So to me, my experience, I think its nations 

that can stop IUU.” 

Echoing similar sentiments about how to best address IUU fishing in the Pacific, 
Surangel Whipps Jr., the president of the Republic of Palau said, “If all of the countries 

took an active role and say hey, if you are a vessel that’s registered in my country and 
you're going out and doing piracy, you should be penalized at home, too.” Working 

with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, the Department of State, 

and Department of Defense, the U.S. Coast Guard will spearhead the whole-of-
government effort to combat Illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing in the Pacific. 

“The U.S. Coast Guard combats illegal fishing and other maritime threats across the 
Pacific, including providing support to Pacific island countries and territories to 

protect their resources, security, and maritime sovereignty,” said Holstead. 

“Combating illegal fishing is part of promoting maritime governance and a rules-based 
international order that is essential to a free and open Indo-Pacific.” 

The Coast Guard isn’t alone in combatting IUU fishing. In 2015, the president of the 

Republic of Palau at the time, signed into law the Palau National Marine Sanctuary Act 
establishing one the world’s largest protected areas of ocean, fully protecting about 80 

percent of the nation’s maritime territory covering 193,000 square miles. “I think the 
Palauan National Marine Sanctuary, kind of scared a lot of them off,” said Nobuo. 

“Because five years…ten years ago, the activities here in Palau with IUUs was very big. 

We can go out and stop IUUs, and just this last patrol, even with aircraft surveillance, 
the only spotted a few in the edge of the EEZ, it’s not like ten years ago where they’re 

all over the place.” Nonprofit organizations have also gotten involved. OneReef was 
founded on the insight that local communities are the most effective environmental 

stewards when armed with the right partnerships and resources. In 2010, OneReef 

began working with the Helen Reef community to help protect the reefs for future 
generations. 

Source: US Army; 09 July 2021 

 

https://www.army.mil/article/248348/illegal_unreported_and_unregulated_fishing_in_the_pacific
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SATELLITE IMAGES CAN HELP PREDICT 

WHEN UNDERWATER VOLCANOS ARE 

ABOUT TO ERUPT 
- Scott Alan Johnston 

Predicting volcanic eruptions is notoriously tricky. In large part this is because 

volcanos are unique, each with their own quirks and personalities: the lessons learned 
from studying one volcano may not apply directly to another. Luckily, researchers are 

getting better at finding warning signs that they can apply broadly. Some of the most 

well-known are heightened seismic activity, rising temperatures, expanding magma 
pools, and the release of gases. New research using satellite imagery now offers a new 

warning sign for underwater volcanos: a change in the color of the ocean. 

The idea is simple: it has long been known that as underwater volcanos prepare to 
erupt, the gases and compounds they release affect the composition of the surrounding 

seawater. Iron-rich water looks yellowish or brown, for example, while aluminum and 
silicon turn the water white. The challenge has always been in systematically applying 

this information to make useful predictions. Measuring these color changes accurately 

isn’t easy. Yuji Sakuno, associate professor at Hiroshima University, has been working 
on this problem. As an expert in remote sensing, his key tool in this endeavor is the 

Japanese Space Agency (JAXA)’s Global Change Observation Mission – Climate 
(GCOM-C) satellite. GCOM-C observes the ocean every 2-3 days at 250-meter 

resolution, giving Sakuno reliable data about changes in water color over time. 

By combining GCOM-C imagery with eruption information from Himawari-8 (a 

geostationary weather satellite) Sakuno was able to note changes in sea water colour 
about a month prior to volcanic activity on Nishinoshima Island. One of the 

breakthroughs that made this possible involved finding a way to measure color 
accurately, despite the way that sunlight can distort and play tricks with apparent 

water color. Sakuno looked to other areas of research to find a solution: previous work 

done on hot spring water provided the tools needed to counteract the Sun’s distortions. 
Sakuno has big plans for this technique: “In the future,” he said, “I would like to 

establish a system that can predict volcanic eruptions with higher accuracy in 
cooperation with the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA), the Maritime 

Security Agency, which is monitoring submarine volcanos, and related research.” 

This research also underlines the value of Earth observation satellites. The vast 

majority of spacecraft launched into orbit are used not to study the Universe, but 
rather are turned to look back at Earth. Space missions like GCOM-C are designed to 

improve life here at home. Whether by enabling communications and GPS, or helping 
us understand and track climate change, or keeping us safe from dramatic events like 

volcanic eruptions, the world’s space infrastructure has very real value to all of us 

ground-bound Earthlings. 

Source: universetoday.com; 10 July 2021 

 

https://www.universetoday.com/151795/satellite-images-can-help-predict-when-underwater-volcanos-are-about-to-erupt/
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HEARING TESTS COULD CREATE SOLUTION TO 

FISHING'S WHALE ISSUES 
- Chris Loew 

A project of the National Marine Mammal Foundation (NMMF) in the United States, 
in collaboration with the Norwegian Defence Research Establishment, aims to 

measure the frequency range that minke whales can hear. The research would fill in 
an information gap and help lessen human disturbance to a wide range of baleen 

whales. But it involves capturing and temporarily restraining wild whales, a tricky 

procedure that some animal rights groups say could stress the big cetaceans. Funding 
for the research is coming from President’s Subcommittee on Ocean Science and 

Technology’s Interagency Task Force on Ocean Noise and Marine Life, which consists 
of multiple agencies including the Office of Naval Research, the Bureau of Energy 

Management, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), the 

U.S. Navy Living Marine Resources, and the Marine Mammal Commission. 

Dorian Houser, who directs NMMF’s Biologic and Bioacoustic Research Program, will 

lead the U.S. team. NMMF is an offshoot of the U.S. Navy’s program to use marine 

mammals – including sea lions, dolphins, and belugas – for military purposes, such as 
locating underwater mines and detecting underwater saboteurs. It promotes research, 

education, and conservation, and supports the veterinary care and training of the 
Navy’s marine mammals. Whales can be broadly divided into two types: toothed 

whales and baleen whales. Because of differences in their anatomy and vocalizations, 

it is presumed that their range of hearing differs, but to what degree is unknown. 

The whales have made convenient subjects for auditory evoked potential (AEP) 
testing. The AEP method, which is also routinely performed on human newborns to 

test for deafness, is well-suited for subjects who cannot express whether they can or 
cannot hear a tone. AEP is a type of electroencephalogram signal emanated from the 

brain due to hearing an acoustical stimulus. In AEPs collected from whales, three 

sensors attached with suction cups – an active sensor, inverted sensor, and a ground 
sensor – are attached to the animal, while the AEP equipment is kept dry on land or 

in a small boat. “We do have extensive experience with measurements on toothed 
whales (belugas, dolphins, porpoises, etcetera) now covering hundreds of individuals 

and the [for AEP] techniques are used daily in our work with dolphins. Toothed whales 

echolocate and have a broad frequency range of hearing. Minke whales are members 
of the baleen whales and presumably do not have the same frequency range of hearing 

or specializations for echolocation. However, no one has ever successfully tested the 
hearing of a baleen whale, so this is what we are attempting to find out,” Houser said. 

According to Houser, “the AEP data should provide us with empirical evidence of what 

a minke whale hears.” “Being the first baleen whale to have its hearing measured, this 

will be used by regulators to inform what other baleen whale audiograms might look 
like. This information helps regulators understand the frequencies of sound the whales 

might respond to, as well as how sensitive they are to sound at different frequencies. 
All of this information is used when trying to determine if a regulated activity in the 
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ocean produces sound at the frequencies and levels where impacts to the whales might 
be predicted. The information is also intended to be used in the development of 

auditory weighting functions, which have been used in U.S. regulations for predicting 
when sound might cause physical impacts to the ear [e.g. temporary loss of hearing, 

also called temporary threshold shift],” Houser said. 

According to the website Discovery of Sound in the Sea,  progress is being made in 
using improved understanding of whale hearing in conservation efforts that impact 
the seafood industry: 

 Pingers on gillnets: Worldwide, over 300,000 cetaceans are estimated to be 
incidentally caught in fishing gear annually. Porpoises are often caught in 
gillnets. The fine mesh is both difficult to see and to detect by echolocation, and 
the cetaceans may also become entangled while feeding on the captured fish. 
To alert cetaceans to the presence of the net, “pingers” emit pulsed, high-
frequency sounds. The frequency of the sound has to be set within a range that 
the cetaceans can hear but outside of what fish can hear. It has also been 
discovered that different types of cetaceans respond differently to the pingers, 
while they may also act as a “dinner bell” for seals and sea lions, so that the 
effectiveness of pingers depends on the local situation and the resident animals. 

 

 Avoiding longline stripping: In the Gulf of Alaska sablefish longline fishery, 
sperm whales strip fish from the lines, risking entanglement for a free meal. 
Acoustic recorders that pick up the high-frequency clicks used by the whales 
have shown that they are attracted when they hear the sounds of boat engines 
engaging and disengaging to haul in lines. Modifying the sounds of the vessel 
or developing acoustic deterrents may help to eliminate the problem. 

 Avoiding ship strikes: On the U.S. East Coast, ship strikes are major cause of 
mortality for North Atlantic right whales, which inhabit the busy shipping lanes 
heading into Boston, Massachusetts. By using automatic detection buoys to 
listen for vocalizations typical of right whales, ships can be alerted to the 
presence of whales in the area within about 20 minutes from detection. 

 Reducing noise disturbance: A similar effort to track orcas and slow down ships 
on the sea routes leading to the Port of Vancouver in order to avoid reduce 
acoustic disturbance from ships is also being undertaken. 

Juvenile minke whales are similar in size to the captive adult beluga whales that have 

already been tested, but the difficulty of catching them has proven a significant barrier 

for scientists to overcome. Previous attempts to catch baleen whales alive to conduct 
the tests have resulted in the whales escaping. Notably, a separate attempt supported 

by the E&P Sound and Marine Life Joint Industry Program, involving researchers from 
Denmark and Hawaii, deployed a seine-net four times to catch a minke whale off 

Iceland, but each time the whale escaped. 

Petter Kvadsheim of the Armed Forces Research Institute, who is the project manager 
on the Norwegian side of the current effort, said he believes a newly contrived capture 

method will hold the minke whale firmly, without harming it and long enough for 

scientists to perform the necessary tests. This summer, and continuing over the next 
three summers, the research team planned to block off parts of the Vestfjord in the sea 
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off the municipality of Vestvågøy in Norway’s Lofoten archipelago. Whales were 
captured between two small islands where they pass during their migration. 

Once a whale passes between the islands, the entrances are blocked with barrier nets. 

After a marine mammal veterinarian has observed the whale and made a decision that 
it is healthy for testing, another net that spans the width of the waterway will be 

deployed between two boats. This net will be maneuvered to direct the whale to an 

opening in a circular aquaculture pen. When the whale enters the pen, the opening will 
be closed. The net of the pen can then be pulled up under the whale to create a 

hammock to limit its movement while also keeping it at the surface, so its blowhole is 
kept above water while the lower body remains submerged. The hearing test is 

conducted while the whale is in the hammock. After the hearing test is completed, the 

whale is released back into the fish farm and then back into the basin. The barrier nets 
to the basin are then opened so the whale can continue its migration. 

Distress and dissent 

Washington D.C., U.S.A.-based Animal Welfare Institute, which started with a focus 

on improving conditions for animals used in research and has expanded to cover other 
areas; NOAH, Norway’s largest NGO for animals; and Whale and Dolphin 

Conservation (WDC), a U.K.-registered charity that campaigns against keeping whale 
and dolphins in captivity for entertainment, have objected to the experiment. The 

three groups are urging Mattilsynet, the Norwegian Food Safety Authority, to revoke 

its approval of the project. 

“This research project is alarming for several reasons,” Siri Martinsen, a veterinarian 
who heads NOAH, said. “We are very concerned for the welfare of the involved whales, 

as these circumstances are very likely to cause them stress and may even impact their 
health. There is a significant risk that the whales will panic once they are trapped, 

causing them to thrash or flail about, which could lead to serious injuries as they 

attempt to flee.” WDC Policy Director Vanesa Tossenberger is concerned that the 
researchers have proposed using sedation to calm whales who display signs of stress. 

“Little is known about sedating or stunning wild cetaceans, and it is therefore rarely 
attempted. Available data indicate that sedation of baleen whales in the wild could be 

life-threatening,” Tossenberger said. AWI Marine Program Director Susan Millward 

said the project could also pose dangers to the human researchers. 

“If a minke whale, even a juvenile, were to respond with great force, it also could be 

extremely dangerous for the human researchers. Since whale reactions can be 

unpredictable, we believe that these researchers – particularly those in the water – will 
be at risk of serious injury. It is simply not worth taking a chance, particularly when 

existing research already tells us how baleen whales are affected by ocean noise,” 
Millward said. Though there is existing behavioral data from observations on how 

various wild baleen whales have responded to manmade noises, it is possible that 

whales can hear and are annoyed by sounds, even when they do not show such 
behaviors. For example, they might not react noticeably to noises they have gotten 

used to, even if those noises interfere with their ability to communicate, navigate, or 
find food, according to an Armed Forces Research Institute press release from January 

2021. “We know from previous studies that baleen whales are affected by sonar and 

seismic [surveys]. They leave the area, stop feeding or change the way they 
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communicate. But to protect whales from noise, we need to know more about what 
kind of sounds and frequencies they can actually hear,” it stated. 

For NOAH’s Martinsen, part of the distrust of the plan’s goals stems from the 

organizations that are undertaking it. “These studies are financed by forces that do the 
kind of activities that we know harm whales,” she said. “So, it feels like they are sort of 

delaying in asking for more information, and that the proper measures that could be 

done to take the whales’ interests more into account – they are not being done. And 
we have seen in Norwegian media that even when asked if these experiments would 

result in any measures for the whales, they cannot really answer that. The message is 
simply, ‘We’ll have to get more knowledge.’ So, I think the focus here is, we do have 

knowledge to do measures to protect whales, but we’re not doing it.” 

The “forces” Martinsen refers to are the military, which conducts sonar drills, and is 

largely funding the current experiment; and the oil and gas industry, which funded the 
previous attempt off Iceland by the E&P Sound & Marine Life Joint Industry Program. 

Even so, Martinsen said there is at least some cause for optimism regarding 
conservation measures. “I think definitely around the world, we would see a lot of 

interest in adjusting human activity to wildlife, but unfortunately, some industries in 
some countries – and I would say that Norway is among those countries – are not so 

interested in doing measures. We are doing some measures, but I think in Norway, we 

do have a problem with putting financial interests first and regard for wildlife and 
nature second.” 

Update: AWI’s Margie Fishman informed SeafoodSource that the project has been 

suspended with no whales tested. During the four weeks that the project ran this 
year, three whales swam into the nets. One was released because it was too large, 

another escaped under the net, and a third was released because it was a humpback. 

However, the researchers plan to repeat the project next year as the possibility of 
catching whales in the net was proven. 

Source: seafoodsource.com; 06 July 2021 

 

OVER 200 TURTLE HATCHLINGS RELEASED 

IN TAWI-TAWI ISLAND SANCTUARY 
- Richa Noriega 

Over 200 turtle hatchlings were released in Turtle Islands Wildlife Sanctuary in Tawi-

Tawi, the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) said on Friday, July 2. In a video shared by 
the PCG on Friday, PCG Commandant Admiral George Ursabia led the release of the 

turtle hatchlings on the coast of the turtle sanctuary on June 25. 

The PCG said, in cooperation with the Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources (DENR) and the municipality of Turtle Islands, the initiative also aims to 

take care of the nesting grounds for the endangered Green Sea and Hawksbill turtles. 

“Aside from upholding maritime law enforcement, the PCG is also mandated to protect 
the country’s marine resources, most especially vulnerable marine species and their 

https://www.seafoodsource.com/news/environment-sustainability/wild-minke-whales-to-be-captured-for-hearing-tests
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habitats,” the Coast Guard said. The wildlife conservation group World Wildlife Fund 
(WWF) said green turtles, classified as endangered, are threatened by “overharvesting 

of their eggs, hunting of adults, being caught in fishing gear and loss of nesting beach 
sites.” 

Source: Manila Bulletin; 04 July 2021 

 

WHALING IN THE FAROE ISLANDS: WHAT 

YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT THE 

CONTROVERSIAL TRADITION 
- Jemima Webber 

Whaling has taken place in the Faroe Islands for the past 1,000 years. Every year, an 
annual hunt – the grindadráp – takes place, commonly known as ‘the grind’. It 

typically takes place between July and September and can happen at any time, at any 

one of the 26 designated killing bays around the islands. The Faroese hunts lead to the 
death of up to 1,000 pilot whales and other dolphins a year, according to non-profit 

marine conservation organization Sea Shepherd. The Faroe Islands’ grind has 
attracted criticism from animal rights groups. However, others argue that the hunt is 

sustainable and an important part of Faroese history. 

Pilot whales 

Deceptively named, pilot whales are actually one of the largest types of dolphin. There 
are two species: short-finned and long-finned. The latter are the primary targets of the 

grind. Male long-finned pilot whales have a lifespan of 35 to 45 years and can reach 

weights of 2,700kg. Females, on the other hand, grow to be around 1,300kg and can 
exceed 60 years of age. Pilot whales are pregnant for longer than humans – for around 

12 to 16 months. The calf nurses anywhere from 18 to 44 months, according to NOAA 
Fisheries, which is responsible for the stewardship of ocean resources in the United 

States. Some pilot whales, especially older and non-reproductive females, ‘babysit’ for 

other whales, by taking turns swimming with their offspring.  On its website, the Whale 
and Dolphin Conservation (WDC) describe pilot whales as ‘very sociable’, ‘incredibly 

loyal’, and having an ‘inquisitive nature’. They typically live in multi-generational 
pods; pilots tend to stay with the pod they are born into for the entirety of their lives. 

Pods are close-knit and often play, hunt, travel, and rest together. “Pilot whales are 

extraordinarily social; their strong bonds with one another motivate them to stick 
together through thick and thin, even when that means putting themselves at risk,” 

WDC says.  It’s this tendency to stay together that puts them at a greater risk, according 
to the American Cetacean Society. “Humans have taken advantage of the social nature 

of pilot whales. ‘Drive fisheries’, where groups are herded to the beach for slaughter, 

have taken place on Cape Cod, Newfoundland, the Faroe, Shetland, and Orkney 
Islands, Iceland, and Norway,” the society writes online.  

What is the Faroe Islands’ grind? 

https://mb.com.ph/2021/07/04/over-200-turtle-hatchlings-released-in-tawi-tawi-island-sanctuary/
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The Faroe Islands is home to around 53,000 people. There are 18 islands in the 
archipelago and all but one are inhabited. The total land area in the Faroe Islands is 

540 square miles, while the total marine area is 105,792 square miles.  It’s believed the 
Faroe Islands grind originated around the time the first Norsemen settled there – 

roughly the 9th century. Whaling in the Faroe Islands is for non-commercial food 

purposes. Nowadays, it’s arranged by the local communities of the 17 inhabited islands 
and is regulated by the Faroese authorities. However, there is no quota in place for the 

number of whales that are killed. The grind can happen at any time. When somebody 
spots a pod of whales, the ‘grind master’ is notified and the hunt commences. Locals 

use boats and jet skis to herd the whales into a designated bay and then use hooks, 

ropes, and mønustingari (a Faroese knife designed to cut through whales’ spines) to 
capture and kill the animals. 

Why does whaling take place in the Faroe Islands? 

Páll Nolsøe is the Communication Advisor at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 

Culture of the Faroe Islands. He told Plant Based News: “Traditional means of food 
production from local resources are an important supplement to the livelihoods of 

Faroe Islanders. These include mountain grazing sheep, coastal fishing for household 
use, and occasional catches of pilot whales and other small cetaceans.” Locals obtain 

meat and blubber from the grind which is distributed for free within local 

communities. Individuals who cannot participate (for instance, due to illness) are able 
to sign up to receive a portion. Nolsøe notes that the meat replaces food that would 

otherwise need to be imported. “[Whaling] has enabled the Faroe Islands as an island 
nation to maintain a relatively high degree of self-sufficiency in food production,” 

Nolsøe explained. “In the Faroe Islands it is considered both economic and 

environmental good sense to make the most of locally available natural resources, and 
to maintain the knowledge required to use what nature can provide in a harsh oceanic 

environment.” 

Whale meat as food 

Whale meat is eaten all year round in the Faroes, according to Kate Sanderson, who is 
the Head of Representation for the Government of the Faroe Islands. She says: “It’s 

eaten fresh when there has just been a whale drive, but it is also stored and preserved 

in both modern and traditional ways – freezing, wind-drying, dry-salted, or stored in 
brine.” The Faroe Islands’ government whaling website highlights that pilot meat 

contains protein, iron, and vitamins A and B. Moreover, the whale blubber (the thick 
layer of tissue under the skin) is considered to be ‘vitalising’. This is especially 

important in a country whereby vitamins from the sun and vegetables are lacking, the 

website adds. 

Health risks 

But the meat and blubber also contain environmental contaminants, including heavy 

metals (like methylmercury) and organochlorines (like polychlorinated biphenyl and 

dioxin). These pollutants are typically higher in concentration in predators like pilot 
whales. This is because they eat multiple sources of food which also contain pollutants, 

leading to a compounding effect. The Faroese Food and Veterinary Authority released 
recommendations in 2011 suggesting that adults should not eat more than one meal of 

pilot whale meat and blubber a month. Women who plan to have children should not 
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eat blubber at all. Moreover, women who are planning to get pregnant within the next 
three months, who are pregnant, or who are breastfeeding, should not eat the whale 

meat, either, the report says. But young people in the archipelago are beginning to 
reject the concept of whales as food altogether. Jónrit Halling is an Associate Professor 

in Molecular Life Sciences. She conducted study which found that just 17 percent of 

young women eat whale meat each month, whereas nearly half (47 percent) said they 
rarely or never eat it. No women younger than 40 said they eat whale meat and blubber 

frequently. And this year, Save the Reef reported that less than 20 percent of Faroese 
islanders consume the pilot whale meat and blubber at all. 

Cultural significance of whaling in the Faroe Islands 

Whaling in the Faroe islands is almost always for food purposes. Sometimes the teeth 

are collected and made into small pendants but only for private use, Sanderson says.  

But the practice is significant to the Faroese in other ways, too. “[Whaling] is still seen 
as an important part of being self-sufficient in food resources – maintaining the skill 

and knowledge needed to get food from the sea is an expertise that has been handed 
down over generations,” Sanderson explained. “It is a community-based activity that 

requires many people to work together quickly and efficiently when a school of whales 
is found and driven into a bay which is also very important for community cohesion.  

“Not to mention the practical economic value of whale meat and blubber as free food 

for local households – food that does not have to be imported or transported over long 
distances, and which is not produced through industrial processes.” Bjarki Dalsgar? is 

a 35-year-old Faroese who has participated in some hunts He told National 
Geographic in 2014: “I doubt you’ll experience the sense of community and teamwork 

anywhere else in the world. Everyone comes together to help provide for the 

community and for themselves.” 

Whaling controversy 

The Faroe Islands grind has come under fire over animal cruelty concerns. Sea 
Shepherd engages in direct action campaigns to defend wildlife and conserve and 

protect the world’s oceans from illegal exploitation and environmental destruction. It 
described the hunts as ‘horrific’ and ‘senseless’. The non-profit has been visiting the 

Faroe Islands since the 1980s to protest and try to block boats. But after multiple 

arrests and a ban prohibiting the marine life protection group from interfering, Sea 
Shepherd now shares graphic footage of the hunts online to raise awareness. Various 

pieces of footage show whaling participants driving into the animals, inserting hooks 
into their blowholes, and slicing the spinal cords of every member of the pod, including 

calves and pregnant mothers. The blood turns the surrounding waters a deep red color. 

Graphic footage of the practice has recently been revealed in Netflix documentary 
Seaspiracy, which exposes the impact of the environmental and ethical impact of 

commercial fishing. Most recently, Sea Shepherd has published footage of a hunt that 
took place on June 27, 2021, in Hvannasund, where 123 pilot whales lost their lives. 

You can view this in the player below. 

Animal welfare 

Many believe the hunts must stop altogether. One Faroese local, Rannvá Johansen, 
told ABC News that the grind is outdated. “When whalers locate the whale pods, they 

are driven ashore, [which can take] a very long time,” she said. “The whales then get 
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stressed and the entire whale family can see each other being killed and hear 
screaming from their babies. They can only wait for themselves to feel the knife.” 

Concerns about animal welfare led to an update of the law; now participants must have 
a licence to partake. The licence is attained by attending a two-hour class by a local 

veterinarian. This is where hunters learn to use the mønustingari, which paralyses the 

animals and cuts the blood supply to the brain. Multiple petitions have called for the 
Faroese government to outlaw the grind. A petition launched by Sea Shepherd in 2017 

has garnered more than 250,000 signatures. Two other petitions circulating in July 
2021 – one sponsored by the Rainforest Site and the other launched by Animals 

Australia – have already gathered more than 70,000 and 170,000 signatures 

respectively. 

Other threats to pilot whales 

While pilot whales are not classified as endangered, most organizations agree that 
human activity is the primary threat to the species. Like countless marine animals, 

pilot whales are swept up as bycatch during commercial fishing expeditions and 
become entangled in discarded fishing gear. A 2020 WWF report found that between 

500,000 and 1 million tons of fishing gear enter the ocean each year. And the number 
of species affected by this pollution has doubled since 1997. This can be either by 

entanglement or accidentally ingesting the plastic. Now, 66 percent of marine 

mammals are affected. Commercial whaling is another point of concern, according to 
the International Whaling Commission. During the 20th century, an estimated 2.9 

million whales were killed for commercial reasons, with multiple species affected. Blue 
whale populations have declined by up to 90 percent compared to pre-whaling 

estimates. 

The future of whaling 

Whaling has ceased in many parts of the world. In 1982, the International Whaling 

Commission announced a whaling moratorium from the 1985/1986 season onwards. 
This is a temporary ban to the commercial hunting of all whale species. It remains in 

place, however, Iceland, Norway, and Japan still hunt whales each year. Iceland lodged 
a reservation and Norway registered an objection to the ban. Moreover, Japan 

withdrew from the International Whaling Commission altogether in 2019. The Faroe 

Islands are exempt from the ban because the International Whaling Commission does 
not govern activities involving small cetaceans like pilot whales. 

Public opinion 

Much of the general public opposes whaling. A 2005 survey conducted in southwest 

Scotland found that 96.4 percent of participants were against the whaling that takes 
place in Japan and Norway. No participants said they strongly support whaling. The 

following year, the WWF conducted a poll in St Lucia, the Solomon Islands, Palau, the 
Marshall Islands, Tuvalu, Kiribati, Grenada, Antigua and Barbuda, Dominica, and St 

Kitts and Nevis. When asked whether participants believed their country should return 

to commercial whaling, most said no. Sixty-four percent of the Marshall Islands, as 
well as the Tuvalu participants, rejected it. And 76 percent and 72 percent of Palau and 

the Solomon Islands participants, respectively, did not believe whaling should take 
place. 
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Whale watching 

When Iceland pledged to end its annual whale hunt last year, it began to promote 
whale watching as an alternative, according to Forbes. In 2018, 345,000 people 

engaged in whale watching in Iceland compared to 72,000 in 2003. Similarly, in 
Japan, the number of people whale watching grew from 103,000 to around 234,000 

from 2008 to 2016. Forbes commented: “While demand for whale meat is on the 

decline, interest in whale watching is on the rise. Turns out, watching whales could be 
more profitable than killing them.” 

Source: plantbasednews.org; 10 July 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://plantbasednews.org/culture/ethics/faroe-islands-whaling-explained/


Making Waves 

04 – 18 July 2021       
 

                                                                                    

33                                                                                                                                                
 

GEOPOLITICS 
 

HOW TO MAKE SURE THE BLACK SEA 

DOESN’T BECOME A GEOPOLITICAL BLACK 

HOLE 
- James Jay Carafano, Oana-Antonia Colibasanu and Silviu Nate 

The current battle for influence and supremacy in the Black Sea region is the most 
intense in modern memory. Russia is active and as aggressive than ever. Turkey 

remains determined to be the region’s pivotal power. China’s interest in the region is 
growing. The U.S. is encouraging coordination among Eastern European NATO allies, 

building a new line of containment uniting the Baltic to the Black Sea. Meanwhile, the 

EU is going through its own debates about Europe’s geopolitical future. Roles are 
changing. The intense competition presents unprecedented opportunities for strategic 

realignment. What is required are structures for cooperating, rooted in places to 
cooperate. 

Force of Change: Source and Relevance 

History in the Black Sea region was reset in 2008. The global financial crisis shook 

confidence in globalization. Even though the region itself was poorly integrated into 
global capital markets, reactions elsewhere affected it profoundly. China responded, 

in part, with an ambitious Belt and Road Initiative remodeling its economy, lessening 

dependence on U.S. markets, and seeking to integrate regional partners around the 
world, including the Black Sea. Beijing engaged most of the region, though found it 

difficult to advance initiatives when so many countries from Asia to Europe mired in 
economic malaise. Nevertheless, China’s presence added a new factor in regional 

competition. 

The Russo-Georgian War was more even consequential. For the Black Sea countries 

that were members of NATO and/or the EU, these events hit home, reaffirming the 
value of collective security. For countries that were part of neither, pressure mounted 

to choose between Russia and the West. Transformation into a zone of competition 
and conflict intensified with the 2014 Ukraine crisis. Russian aggression in Ukraine, 

in turn, triggered responses from the U.S. and NATO allies. Since 2014, Washington 

pushed to move the line of containment eastward by improving bilateral ties with 
Romania and Poland while supporting NATO exercises in the area between the Baltic 

and the Black Sea. Russia’s economy, which actually fared fairly well after 2008 
because of high oil prices, began to slow after sanctions were introduced in 2014. Only 

now is it coming back to balanced levels of growth. The European economy did not 

fare well after the economic crisis. The refugee crisis that followed, in 2015-2016, made 
European socio-economic conditions worse and contributed to the success of 
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nationalist and sometimes anti-immigrant parties. These factors only exacerbated 
instability in the region. 

Meanwhile, Turkey stood at the intersection of all challenges. For example, Ankara 

assumed a lead role in negotiating the refugee crisis with the EU. Throughout the last, 
tumultuous decade, Turkey has sought to assert its role as a regional power, balancing 

between Russia and the U.S., while signaling that it is ready to tackle the Chinese 

influence. Beijing looks to be avoiding direct competition with Turkey, but its 
investment and diplomatic steps into the Balkans places the two in competition, both 

looking build influence in the same areas. What this assessment makes clear is the 
problems of the region are largely from actors exploiting weakness, the indifference of 

attention from Western leaders, and the lack of capacity of regional actors to shape 

conditions on the ground. 

Once and Future Global Hub 

Then came COVID. 

While the global pandemic delivered another hammer blow to the region, the outbreak 

also shined light on the Black Sea’s importance and future potential. The pandemic 

exposed the fragility of global supply chains. The international trade in goods and 
tourism have slowed down, and transportation and shipping have dropped. Cruises 

have been halted and container shipping, which constitutes the majority of Black Sea 
traffic, has seen an unprecedented decline. No one in the Black Sea saw this coming. 

It hit after years of work and anticipation for a growth in the maritime transportation, 

aiming to increase terminal capabilities in the coming years, accommodating larger 
ships, and making the Black Sea a maritime hub. 

The global pandemic proved, once more, that transshipment is volatile and highly 

price sensitive. It was a strong reminder that no development is purely economic. Port 
tariffs are dependent on both economic and security risks—and there is a lot of 

interdependence between geopolitics and maritime shipping. 

The Black Sea also contains vital critical infrastructure including both energy and 
cyber links of paramount importance for all countries in the region as well as much of 

Europe. The interplay of security and economic challenges will likely only grow in the 

future. For instance, Russia’s ambitions to project its military strength in relation to 
Europe and its neighborhood bring permanent changes in a NATO contact area, 

raising the potential for escalating conflicts. Through the illegal annexation of Crimea, 
Russia has built a Black Sea naval profile in order to supply weapons and fuel conflicts 

at remote Mediterranean locations such as Syria and Libya. The passiveness and 

concessions offered by Western Europeans are heavily exploited by Russia for wider 
geopolitical gains. Although the Black Sea can be seen as a peripheral space for allies, 

in reality it presents itself as a specific link from which Russia can question the security 
of Europe’s southern flank in the Mediterranean, as well as facilitate China’s access to 

Eastern and Central Europe. At the same time, China is advancing trade and 

investment to achieve diplomatic and political leverage in the region. China has 
become extremely active diplomatically and is looking for ways to gain support points 

for procurement, investment, or scientific cooperation. 
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In short, the future peace and prosperity of the region, exploiting its full potential as 
an engine of growth and a hub in global trade, rests in solutions that effectively weave 

together economic development, collective security, and responsible diplomacy. 

Partners for Cooperation 

Part of the answer lies in building systemic solutions to the challenges. Political and 
economic development platforms, such as the Three Seas Initiative (a joint Central 

European infrastructure investment program), are gaining more relevance. The U.S. 

has committed—but not yet delivered—$1 billion toward this initiative. Other 
proposals, such as the bipartisan projects such as the Transatlantic 

Telecommunications Security Act introduced in Congress last December, would 
stimulate digital sovereignty, infrastructure development and strengthen the U.S. 

presence in Central and Eastern Europe. Also, the decision announced at the Three 

Seas Summit in Tallinn, Estonia in October 2020, gives counterparts hope that the US 
International Development Finance Corporation (DFC) will honor its decision to 

invest the $300 million into the Three Seas Initiative Investment Fund. 

A question of mutual interest is the security of supply chains and critical 
infrastructure. Joint projects in industry, technology, energy, infrastructure, 

digitalization represent a great opportunity for return on investment of U.S. 
companies and a mechanism to gain positive redundancy which will inevitably lead to 

comprehensive security in the region. Consequently, the U.S. presence in the Black Sea 

can contribute to implementing a transatlantic 5G network, thereby gaining an 
advantage over China as a systemic competitor. 

This is how current challenges give room to opportunities. Ultimately, the evolution of 

global trade flows is dependent on the economics of the United States, the single 
biggest consumer in the world, and of that of the European Union, the largest market 

union in the world. The recovery of China and Russia depends on how fast demand 

from the U.S. and the EU will recover from the pandemic. All four of these regions 
“meet” in the Black Sea. It may not become a maritime hub, but Black Sea ports—

notably Constanța, which is also the most important considering its trade handling 
capacity and strategic importance—have hosted some of the most important NATO 

exercises in the region. This simple realization argues that the Black Sea will be the 

“heartland” of the Eurasian continent in the coming years. Economic cooperation, 
however, is not enough. There are still too many fault lines in the regional collective 

security framework. In particular, the limits of the Montreux Convention regarding 
the deployment of military ships belonging to non-coastal states have permitted the 

Russian Federation to impose itself as the main power in the Black Sea after the end 

of the Cold War. The Montreux Convention limits the projection of NATO capabilities 
in the Black Sea. 

Further, though Montreux is perceived as an important pillar for Turkey’s maritime 

security, an extended perspective is also necessary in order to support the relevance of 
the Alliance. If Turkey cannot control the Black Sea, then it becomes less relevant for 

NATO. Currently, Turkey is an important actor in the region and could initiate an 
innovative strategy to integrate the NATO states in approaching the issues of the Black 

Sea. So far, however, it has not. 
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The efforts and strategies of the two main institutions of Brussels—NATO and the 
EU—should find a convergence point regarding the Black Sea. While the Alliance 

presents a clear and profound vision for the Black Sea, this cannot be said about the 
European Union, whose vision is relatively diluted and disengaged. This is a Gordian 

knot not yet unraveled. It is time for a major diplomatic initiative to break through the 

security disconnects. It is also time to get creative. For example, regional expert Luke 
Coffey has suggested, establishing a Black Sea Maritime Patrol mission modeled on 

the successful Baltic Air Policing mission, in which non-Black Sea members would 
commit to a regular and rotational maritime presence in the Black Sea. This would be 

the fastest and most effective way to increase NATO’s presence. Doing this just 

requires political will and building up the capacity of the reduced size of European 
navies—problems that can be solved with energetic leadership. 

Places for Cooperation 

The Black Sea network for cooperation needs to be grounded in physical nodes that 

provide for the collective security umbrella for diplomacy and economic activity. In 
particular, Romania, Georgia and Bulgaria are all important potential places. The 71st 

Air Base at Câmpia Turzii is being transformed into a NATO hub in Eastern Europe, 
as part of the U.S. deterrence strategy against Russia. In the next four years, 

Washington will invest over $130 million in Câmpia Turzii Air Base, and the Romanian 

Ministry of National Defense will invest approximately $400 million through an 
extensive modernization program. 

Recently, the Romanian Parliament endorsed a Decision on the establishment of the 

HG Multinational Corps South-East (HQ MNC-SE) in Sibiu garrison, with temporary 
deployment in Bucharest that will be made available to NATO as an integrative 

element of national and allied defense plans. “HQ MNC-SE will contribute to the 

strengthening of the defense and deterrence posture of NATO’s Eastern Flank and will 
offer coherence to the C2 chain at regional level,” the Romanian Defense Minister 

Nicolae-Ionel Ciucă stated. 

Georgia is another important partner. Georgia’s good relations with the Alliance and 
its sustained efforts to maintain good working ties with the U.S. make it the best pillar 

for anchoring the U.S. strategy for the Black Sea. Since 2018, NATO and Georgia have 

decided to deepen their focus on security in the Black Sea region, and Tbilisi provides 
regular contributions to NATO’s political-military assessments on the region. Allied 

personnel are conducting training activities for Georgian Coast Guard Units. Recently, 
contacts between NATO’s Maritime Command and the Georgian Coast Guard have 

been strengthened and, as Constanța increased its overall logistical role, the number 

of port calls to Poti and Batumi has risen. 

The U.S. military also has shared use of several Bulgarian military facilities, such as 

the Novo Selo Training Area. Bulgaria, with a recent decision to buy eight U.S. F-16 

and increasing its defense spending to three percent of GDP, offers another potential 
node in building out the physical presence of collective security in the region. 

In short, the West has the means and ways to transform the Black Sea into a pillar of 

prosperity, stability, and security, despite the formidable challenges of the region. The 
pieces and places to build on are already there. All it will take is the will to act. 
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Source: heritage.org; 06 July 2021 

 

IS DUTERTE SQUANDERING THE HAGUE 

VICTORY TO APPEASE BEIJING? 
- Ted Regencia 

In the days leading up to the fifth anniversary on Monday of The Hague’s 2016 ruling 

that rejected China’s historical claim to most of the disputed South China Sea, the 
Philippines’ often abrasive Foreign Affairs Secretary Teodoro Locsin Jr sounded 

celebratory, hailing the occasion as “a milestone in the corpus of international law”. 
“The Philippines is proud to have contributed to the international rules-based order,” 

he said of Manila’s role in challenging Beijing before the Permanent Court of 

Arbitration. In a dig at China, Locsin said that the decision “dashed among others a 
nine-dash line; and any expectation that possession is nine-tenths of the law.” Locsin 

then cited Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte’s videotaped message at the UN 
General Assembly, in which the Filipino leader said the case was now “beyond 

compromise and beyond the reach of passing governments to dilute, diminish or 

abandon”. 

But since taking office in 2016, Duterte has usually been less assertive – failing to 
challenge China’s moves to expand its maritime dominance in the region despite the 

landmark victory – and foreign policy experts said his “defeatist rhetoric” has 
compromised the country’s integrity and diminished its legal standing. In May, 

Duterte said during a televised address that the ruling means “nothing” in the real 

world. “Son of a b****. That’s just a piece of paper. I will just throw that away in the 
wastebasket,” the president said. “Manila certainly missed a chance to echo a 

consistent unified narrative on its claims … which Beijing saw as an opportunity to flex 
its muscles and build the largest coast guard and maritime militia for its strategic 

advantage,” said Chester Cabalza, president and founder of Manila-based think-tank 

International Development and Security Cooperation. 

“Instead, Filipinos heard defeatist rhetoric from the commander-in-chief as he kept 

mum on continuous Chinese incursions into the Philippines’ exclusive economic zone 

(EEZ),” he told Al Jazeera. Collin Koh, research fellow at Singapore’s Institute of 
Defence and Strategic Studies, said the Duterte administration “squandered the 

opportunity” in emphasising the significance of the decision “whether it ought to be 
doing it alone or in concert with like-minded external parties” such as the Association 

of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and the United States. 

‘Victory Day’ 

It was in July 2016, less than two weeks into the Duterte presidency when The Hague 
tribunal concluded, based on the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 

(UNCLOS), that China’s assertion of historic rights within its “nine-dash line” and 

maritime entitlements over most of the South China Sea had “no legal basis”. The 
ruling also affirmed the Philippines’ jurisdiction over its exclusive economic zone 

(EEZ), which stretches 200 nautical miles (370km) from its coast. As such, China’s 

https://www.heritage.org/global-politics/commentary/how-make-sure-the-black-sea-doesnt-become-geopolitical-black-hole
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fishing activities and construction of artificial islands within that area were deemed an 
infringement of Philippine sovereign rights. The Philippines refers to that particular 

area as the West Philippine Sea. Moreover, the court ruled that of all disputed South 
China Sea features – even those controlled by Beijing – none were considered 

“habitable” and able to sustain economic activity in its original form, and therefore 

were not entitled to an EEZ – thus clearly falling within Philippine EEZ. To 
commemorate the ruling this year, Philippine Senator Risa Hontiveros has proposed 

that the country declare July 12 as the National West Philippine Sea Victory Day. In a 
statement sent to Al Jazeera, she said Duterte’s predecessor, Benigno Aquino III – who 

died last month – should also be commended for his decision to take on China and 

secure a “landmark legal victory”. “Even when the Philippines was going against the 
Goliath that is China, he pursued the case merely on the principle that it was the right 

thing to do.” 

Protests are also expected on Monday outside China’s diplomatic mission in Manila. 
China has said repeatedly that it does not recognise the 2016 ruling, and has continued 

to expand its artificial islands in Mischief Reef, as well as in Scarborough Shoal, which 

Manila lost to Beijing in 2012. On Monday, Chinese Foreign Ministry Zhao Lijian 
described the ruling as “nothing more than a piece of waste paper” and that it is “illegal, 

null, and void.” 

Duterte’s gambit 

Campaigning for the presidency in 2016, Duterte charmed voters with his hardline 
stance on China. In one campaign swing, he promised to ride a jet ski in the South 

China Sea and challenge the Chinese incursion in Philippine waters. He said he always 
wanted to die a hero. But as soon as he became president, Duterte started to backpedal 

on his promises, saying the Philippines cannot afford to take on China because a 

confrontation would only lead to bloodshed. 

In a Talk to Al Jazeera interview in October 2016, Duterte also said that his jet ski 
remark was a “hyperbole” and that he did not even know how to swim. He later said it 

was all “a joke” to show his “bravado”, and that only “stupid” people would believe it. 
In a stunning admission in June 2019, Duterte said he had reached a verbal agreement 

with Chinese President Xi Jinping in 2016 allowing China to fish within the 

Philippines’s EEZ, despite a constitutional mandate that the state must protect its 
marine wealth, including its EEZ, and “reserve its use and enjoyment exclusively to 

Filipino citizens”. “It was a mutual agreement,” Duterte explained. “Let’s give way to 
each other. You fish there, I fish here.” 

In several public remarks, Duterte has emphasised that better relations with China 

have brought economic dividends to the Philippines, through direct investments, 
financial assistance and loans. Salvador Panelo, who was Duterte’s spokesman at the 

time, defended the deal saying that while it was “verbal” it was still “valid and binding”. 

But Panelo’s replacement, Harry Roque, said this April that there was “no truth” to the 
deal and that it was “quite simply conjecture”. “No such treaty or agreement exists 

between the Philippines and China,” Roque said, explaining that even a fishing 
agreement “can only be done through a treaty” and in “written form”. 

‘Swarming’ 
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Amid the Duterte administration’s diplomatic dithering, the situation in the South 
China Sea came to a head earlier this year, when several reports revealed that 

hundreds of Chinese vessels had gathered within the Philippine EEZ. The “swarming 
incident” has since been repeated several times, prompting several diplomatic protests 

by Manila, which denounced Beijing’s “blatant disregard” of its commitment “to 

promote peace and stability in the region”. In May, the presence of hundreds of 
Chinese vessels so exasperated Locsin, the Philippines’ top diplomat, that he fired an 

expletive-laden statement on social media. “China, my friend, how politely can I put 
it? Let me see… O… GET THE F*** OUT,” Locsin wrote on Twitter. According to 

reports, Manila has filed more than 120 diplomatic protests with China over incidents 

in the disputed waters since 2016. Still, Duterte has remained reluctant to confront 
China. 

In recent months, he has said that he wants to maintain friendly ties with China, citing 

Manila’s “debt of gratitude” for Beijing’s help in providing coronavirus vaccines. He 
has also banned his Cabinet from speaking about the South China Sea, after key 

security and diplomatic officials criticised China for the swarming. But despite 

Duterte’s efforts to cosy up to Beijing, observers say China has only been further 
“emboldened”, and the growing tension has now left Manila with no choice but to step 

up its action to assert its rightful place in the South China Sea. Cabalza, the security 
analyst based in Manila, said that now is not the time for the Duterte administration 

to be “flip-flopping on foreign policy”, urging a “more strategic” approach that 

balances the country’s economic and security interests. 

“China’s art of war and deception should not be taken for granted.” He urged the 

Philippines to “fast-track” its military modernisation programme “to increase its 

presence in the aerial and maritime domains” and halt the Chinese incursions. “If 
Manila seriously considers balanced and fearless engagement with Beijing, it needs to 

capacitate on strengthening a robust national security infrastructure that deals with 
China’s grey zone strategy and massive disinformation,” he said, adding that Manila 

should also continue filing diplomatic protests every time an incursion happens. 

South China Sea ‘fait accompli’ 

Koh, the foreign affairs analyst from Singapore’s S Rajaratnam School of International 

Studies, also noted how the Philippines has lagged over the years in “building up the 
stick” in terms of military capacity to carry out “more vigorously” maritime patrols 

within its EEZ. That could have been partly addressed by Manila if Duterte had not 
gone out of his way to gradually undermine its decades-long alliance with the US, Koh 

said. Since the beginning of his presidency, Duterte has shown his disdain towards the 

US, even making the unsubstantiated claim that he could be a target of the CIA. “The 
open expression of desire to prioritise ties with Beijing – even at the expense of the 

2016 award, the lack of political will to maintain persistent maritime presence and the 
alliance relationship with the US would have had the combined effect of emboldening 

Beijing,” he explained to Al Jazeera. With the progress China made in fortifying its 

artificial islands in the South China Sea, it will be “impossible to even envisage” that it 
would “willingly relinquish those possessions” within the Philippines’ EEZ, Koh said. 

“There’s no way to reverse the fait accompli short of evicting the Chinese from those 
artificial outposts by use of force, which would mean war.” 
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Without resorting to armed conflict, it is still possible for the Philippines to assert its 
maritime sovereignty and rights by putting “a principled and consistent stance” on the 

issue, Koh added. He says the Philippines should pursue daily maritime law 
enforcement actions and patrols of its EEZ. “The recent Philippine Coast Guard 

challenge and dispersal of Chinese and other foreign fishing vessels in the Philippine 

EEZ, around Sabina Shoal and Marie Louise Bank, is a good example,” Koh said. 
“These actions may not compel China to reverse its acts in the South China Sea, but at 

the very least may help deter Beijing from thinking of more drastic actions to further 
undermine the status quo.” 

In May, Chinese vessels also left Sabina Shoal, after the Philippines issued a radio 

challenge. Hontiveros, an opposition senator and critic of Duterte’s South China Sea 

policy said the radio challenges showed that “the Philippines can assert our ownership 
of the West Philippine Sea without resorting to war.” As a middle power caught in the 

increasingly heated rivalry between China and the US, the lesson for Manila is to 
pursue an independent foreign policy, according to Cabalza, the foreign affairs expert 

who has also studied at the National Defence University in Beijing. “Manila should 

choose its own national interest. It takes courage to depend on its own capability and 
build it with a vision to protect the country’s own sovereignty and territorial integrity.”  

Source: Al Jazeera; 12 July 2021 

 

NAVY CHIEF: IT IS A DREAM FOR ISRAEL TO 

BE IN REGIONAL WATERS 
TEHRAN— Speaking in a televised program on Saturday evening, Navy Commander 
Admiral Hossein Khanzadi said security in Iranian maritime borders is very high and 

said it is like a “dream” for Israel to be present in “our geography”. Khanzadi also said 

the Iranian Navy has a significant presence in the east and north of the Indian Ocean. 
He added, “The Indian Ocean, as the third largest ocean in the world, has been plagued 

by piracy in recent years, and centers of insecurity have been formed in the Gulf of 
Aden.” 

He also referred to the rotation of hosting the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS) 

from Iran to France, saying, “The hosting of the sixth session of the IONS Symposium 
in 2018 was entrusted to Iran. France was named as the next host. At the same 

symposium, we told the French where they were going to hold the next summit. They 

told us in Paris, and we said that you are attending the symposium because of the 
Réunion Island, and you have to hold the next symposium on this island.” The IONS 

is a voluntary initiative that seeks to increase maritime cooperation among navies of 
the littoral states of the Indian Ocean region by providing an open and inclusive forum 

for discussion of regionally relevant maritime issues. The IONS has 24 members, 

including Bangladesh, India, Maldives, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Iran, Oman, Saudi Arabia, 
the UAE, Kenya, Mauritius, Mozambique, South Africa, Tanzania, France, Australia, 

Indonesia, Myanmar, Singapore, Malaysia, Seychelles, Thailand, Timor Leste, and the 
UK. There are also 8 observers, namely China, Germany, Italy, Japan, Madagascar, the 

Netherlands, Russia and Spain. Khanzadi also referred to his recent visit to Réunion 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/7/12/south-china-sea-nine-dash-line-ruling
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Island owned by France, saying that on the sidelines of the symposium, he met with 
the commanders of the German, Dutch and French navies and reiterated the firm 

position of Iran on regional coalitions of which they (France, Germany, and 
Netherlands) are a member. 

“We have raised the issue and they also said that they will convey the Islamic 

Republic’s positions to their capitals and it seems that the Europeans intend to 

separate their way from the Americans,” he remarked.  

The top Navy commander said that it seems that the Europeans are under pressure 
from the Americans, and it is the United States that is “mischievous in the meantime.” 

About the International Maritime Security Cooperation on International Coordination 
Center that will soon open in Chabahar, Admiral Khanzadi said that Iran has been 

thinking for a long time to establish a center to lead maritime security efforts at the 

IONS Symposium.  “This center is being established for the first time in Chabahar Free 
Zone. The main effort of this center is to collect white data and dominate the northern 

Indian Ocean region. This information must be shared between countries and any 
activity that interferes with maritime security must be stopped. The center can also 

conduct naval operations,” he highlighted.  

He continued by saying that right now, the Navy is in online contact with all IONS 
member countries. The commander of the Navy also stressed about sending an army 

fleet to the Atlantic Ocean, saying, "Makran ship is a mobile seaport and it has a good 

capacity for the presence of our fleets in the high seas. Sahand has sailed for 400 days 
since its construction, which shows that there is a great capacity of knowledge in the 

youth of this country.” Today the Islamic Republic is the country that is setting a 
precedent in the Atlantic region, Khanzadi stated. “Of course, part of that presence is 

because the Americans said the Iranians could not be present in the Atlantic,” he 

underlined.  

According to the Navy chief, it has a special message when a fleet from the Islamic 
Republic is present in the Cape of Good Hope and the Atlantic Ocean.  “We had no 

plans to be in the Gulf of Mexico at all. The United States is concerned that today, for 
the first time in Iran's history, the gates of the Atlantic have been opened to us,” he 

noted.  "One day the Leader of the Islamic Revolution told us to plan to go to a country 

like Gambia, where the Americans started slavery," he said.  Khanzadi noted that the 
presence of the Iranian Navy, which represents a country that supports the oppressed, 

also has a special message, and incidentally, Iran’s fleet was present in Gambia last 
week. 

"The Americans have set up bases around us over the years, and today they are terrified 

when we are 5,000 kilometers away from them. This fear is because the presence of 
Iran breaks the hegemony of the United States,” the top military official highlighted.  

Khanzadi added that today maritime terrorist acts are being carried out in the Red Sea, 

and in a situation that the Iranian oil is under embargo, they are seeking to hit Iranian 
tankers. 

He also spoke about the Navy’s relationship with knowledge-based companies, saying, 

“A domestic knowledge-based company has succeeded in designing and building a 
marine diesel engine in six months. We also have a naval innovation center under 

construction in the Navy. The same young people have promised us to build a heavy 
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destroyer. Accordingly, we have proposed the establishment of a maritime industry 
innovation factory. In a meeting with the commander of the German Navy, I talked 

about how we have mastered the technology of German MTO engines, and he said do 
not neglect these engines. After we returned from the IONS Symposium, young 

scientists came and said that they had made this engine in the country and named it 

MAC.” About the security situation of the country's maritime borders, Admiral 
Khanzadi said that the security of the Iranian maritime borders is very high and it is 

not possible for a vessel to have intention to occupy this area and not be monitored 
from time to time. Navy and Air Force drones have created a good capacity to provide 

complete security to areas under the mission of the army and even to areas within the 

mission of the IRGC, he said, adding, “For Israel to be present in our geography is like 
a dream.”  

The Navy commander emphasized the construction of a native hovercraft, saying, “I 

have followed the construction plan of this hovercraft step by step and the Defense 
Ministry has promised to deliver this hovercraft, which is equipped with a missile, to 

the Navy in December."  He also said that in the days of the holy defense (the years 

Iran was resisting the invading Saddam army), the Navy has predicted the joining of 
the Damavand destroyer and the Konarak ship to the Navy.  “In the not-too-distant 

future, the first intelligence vessel, an ocean-going vessel, will also join the Navy,” he 
concluded.  

Source: Tehran Times; 11 July 2021 
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