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            About the Organisers

     The Indian Maritime Foundation (IMF) is a Pune based non-profit organization

founded and run by a group of retired Indian Navy and Merchant Marine officers.

The main objective of IMF is to promote awareness of the oceans and to rekindle

maritime consciousness and pride among the people of India especially the youth.

IMF is also committed to covering the developments in naval, geo-strategic,

merchant shipping fisheries, as well as oceanographic and environmental fields. 

     The National Maritime Foundation (NMF) is India's premier think-tank focused

entirely upon the maritime domain and is the foremost resource centre for the

development of strategies for the preservation, promotion, pursuit and protection of

India's maritime interests. The NMF is a ‘Track 1.5’ institution, staffed by highly-

qualified and experienced uniformed and civilian scholars, who conduct research on

a wide range of important economic, socio-economic, socio-cultural, environmental,

scientific, legal, and historical issues in the  maritime domain. 



Concept Note
     Since time immemorial, mankind has sought to venture forth across the seas for
exploration, trade, conquest and colonisation. The vessels used for transporting men across
the seas have evolved from simple log canoes used by the earliest mariners to huge carriers,
super tankers and container ships in the present day that are almost like a city at sea. But
across the ages, the means to propel the ship through the water – preferably with good speed
– has been one of the foremost goals of mariners. The paddles used in log canoes gave way to
manned oars which in turn gave way to sails. 
     With the advent of the Industrial Revolution and the discovery of the power of steam, a new
means of propulsion was now available to mariners, which provided far greater speed. The
steam engine coupled to the propeller could now take the ship in any direction, even directly
into the wind. The second half of the 20th Century saw more advances in the field of
propulsion such as diesel engines and gas turbines. The discovery of the awesome power of
the atom besides giving us the most destructive weapon ever has also provided virtually
unlimited endurance to ships such as aircraft carriers and submarines.
     For the past two centuries, ships have been mostly dependent on fossil fuels such as coal,
FFO and diesel for powering their propulsion plants. This dependence has led to an increase in
greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide, which is a major contributory factor towards global
warming and climate change. Similarly, discharge of effluents by ships - as well as the
dumping of plastic waste - has had an equally corrosive effect on the environment and the
biodiversity that lives in the oceans. Hence there is a pressing need to find environmentally
friendly propulsion systems and fuel sources in future.
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Objectives of Webinar

This webinar seeks to recount the development of
marine propulsion from the early days of oar and
sail, to the present day steam, diesel, gas turbine,

nuclear and battery-driven propulsion, as well as to
explore futuristic technologies and reliable as well
as sustainable energy sources that can efficiently
propel ships, yet without causing untold harm to
the marine environment and the atmosphere. 
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Programme
1030 : Welcome Address by President IMF

1035 : Keynote Address 

1100 - 1200 : Session I

1205 - 1305 : Session II

1400 : Post Lunch Opener

1405 - 1505 : Session III

1505 : Concluding Remarks

1515  : Vote of Thanks



Distinguished Speakers
Keynote Speaker

Mr Ajoy Chatterjee - former Chief Surveyor  cum
ADG Shipping, Govt of India

Concluding Remarks

VAdm SKK Krishnan AVSM VSM, IN (retd)

Post Lunch Speaker

Capt Sudhir Subhedar, former President CEO ICCSA,

Warden CMMI and Council Member IMF



 

Mr. Ajoy Chatterjee is a Marine Engineer and has sailed on several
foreign going ships for 11 years and thereafter served the
Government of India in the D.G. Shipping, Mumbai and allied
offices for more than 25 years since 1983 and over six years as Chief
Surveyor cum Additional Director General of Shipping till 31 Dec 08.  

Keynote Speaker
Mr Ajoy Chatterjee

He was the head of Statutory Inspections, Surveys, Audits and Certification of
Merchant Ships, overseeing PSC Inspections and for implementation and
enforcement of International regulations for safety of ships, crew and for ship
safety and prevention of marine environmental pollution from ships and was
also ex-officio Chief Examiner for training standards, examination and
certification of Marine Engineers in the Merchant Navy.
During his service in D.G. Shipping he had led several Indian Delegations to IMO
Meetings and Conferences in London and was elected Vice Chairman of MEPC
from 2004 to 2008. 
After retirement from service with the Government of India, in January 2010, he
assumed charge as Principal and Head of the Great Eastern Institute of
Maritime Studies, Lonavala and served for over 9 years till December 2018...



 

Keynote Speaker
Mr Ajoy Chatterjee

...Concurrently he has been retained as Expert Consultant and Lead IMSAS
Auditor at International Maritime Organization. London since 2009. During this
period, he has also conducted several IMO training programmes on awareness
raising of GHG Emissions from ships, Ballast Water Management on ships and in
ports as Lead Auditor for IMO Member State Audits in different countries. Most
recently he has conducted IMSAS Consultancy assignments at United Republic
of Tanzania and Republic of Korea till November 2019.
Presently he is the Academic Director – Marine Engineering of ADU Academy,
India engaged in design and delivery of E- Learning programme on Maritime
studies in India and overseas.



Captain Anand Dixit, Master Mariner is an alumnus of Training Ship
Dufferin (1958-60) and underwent active sea-service between 1960 to
2002. Between 1960 to 1978 he served the Shipping Corporation of India
Ltd. He got his first command appointment in 1970. Between 1979 and
2002 he served with reputed foreign companies including Mosvolds-
Farsund, Norway (and their subsidiary Mosvolds Asia Ltd, Hong Kong)
as Master and Teekay Shipping (Canada) Ltd, Vancouver B.C. as Master. 

The sea-service includes active participation in the cadets training programme of the
Shipping Corporatin of India and positions held ashore in senior technical/ operational
capacities. His command experience includes command of General Cargo ships, Bulk
Carriers, Tankers including VLCC of 276,000 DWT and 316,000 DWT, Gas carrier and FPSO.
He also qualified as an accredited Lead Auditor for ISM Certification. Post-retirement,
Captain Dixit took up the job of a lecturer at Tolani Maritime Institute, Talegaon from
2004 to 2012. He has been working at the helm in the publication of the ‘Seagull’
magazine for 12 years, in important roles, first as the Associate Editor and then the Editor
of the magazine.
He is a former Chairman of the Company of Master Mariners of India, Pune Chapter and a
guest lecturer at Pune University (Dept of Defence and Strategic Studies) . He took over
as the President of the Indian Maritime Foundation, Pune on 07 January 2020.

President IMF
Capt Anand Dixit, Master Mariner



 VAdm Pradeep Chauhan, AVSM & Bar,
VSM, IN(Retd), DG NMF

An alumnus of the National Defence Academy, the Defence
Services Staff College, the Naval War College, and the National
Defence College, with BSc, MSc and MPhil degrees under his belt,
Vice Admiral Pradeep Chauhan, AVSM & Bar, VSM, is currently the
Director-General of the National Maritime Foundation, New Delhi,
which is India’s foremost resource  centre for the development and

advocacy of strategies for the promotion and protection of India’s maritime
interests. The admiral retired on 30 November 2013 after an illustrious four-decade-
long career in the Executive Branch of the Indian Navy. He has had a rich and varied
naval career, which included a three-year deputation to the Government of
Mauritius, where he set up and commanded the Mauritius National Coast Guard. He
has been the principal evaluator of the Navy’s battle-tactics, the Head of the Naval
Training Team at the Defence Services Staff College, and the Principal Director of
Naval Operations. His sea-going service incorporates command appointments on
four occasions, including the guided-missile frigate, INS Brahmaputra, and,
culminating in his command of the aircraft carrier, the Viraat. As a Flag Officer, he
was the Navy’s first Asst Chief of Naval Staff (Foreign Cooperation & Intelligence),
where he conceptualised and executed the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS)...



 VAdm Pradeep Chauhan, AVSM & Bar,
VSM, IN(Retd), DG NMF

...As a Vice Admiral, he has been Chief of Staff of the Western Naval Command; and
was, in his last naval appointment before retirement, the Commandant of the
Indian Naval Academy (Ezhimala). He has been commended three times by the
President of India for sustained distinguished service. 
Not one to rest on past laurels, he has remained active even after retirement and is a
much sought-after thought-leader, leadership mentor, and an outstanding orator.
Apart from being on the visiting faculty of the higher-command establishments of
all three of India’s defence services, as also tri-Service establishments such as the
College of Defence Management, Hyderabad and the National Defence College,
New Delhi, he has also been advising the government through his interaction with
the Integrated Headquarters of the Ministry of Defence (Navy), the Ministry of
External Affairs, the National Security Council Secretariat, and the Joint Intelligence
Committee. He is, in addition, a prolific writer with over 85 published professional
articles and papers, and, a respected Adviser and Fellow of several important think-
tanks including the Ananta-Aspen Centre; the Forum for Strategic and Security
Studies; and, the Centre for Advanced Strategic and Security Studies.



Session I

Historical Evolution of Marine Propulsion
(1000-1100)

Moderator - VAdm IC Rao PVSM AVSM, IN (retd)

Speaker 1 - Lt Cdr RP Solanki, INS Shivaji

Speaker 2 - Mr Pankaj Misra, M/s Wartsila



His early appointments ashore included Royal Naval College Greenwich for the
Advance Marine Engineering Course, Staff officer at Directorate of Marine
Engineering at NHQ, and Instructor at I.A.T, Pune. In 1976-78 he was the Chief
Project Manager for manufacture of Allens Auxiliaries for the Leander Project, at
H.A.L Bengaluru. He was the Commanding Officer of INS Shivaji 1978-1980. He
was General Manager of Naval Dockyard Visakhapatnam (1981-85) and then
Admiral Superintendent of Naval Dockyard Mumbai (1988-90). He was the first
Director of Defence Machinery Design Establishment, DMDE, at Hyderabad
from 1985 to 1988 and the Chief of Material at Naval Headquarters 1990-1993. For
his distinguished service of an exceptionally high order, he was awarded the
PVSM and AVSM.

Vice Admiral Indrashil Chennagiri Rao (retd) is a graduate of the
National Defence Academy, Dehra Dun, and the Royal Naval
Engineering College, Plymouth, U.K. He was commissioned in 1956
and served for 37 years in the Engineering Branch of the Indian
Navy until 1993. He was the Engineer officer of INS Cauvery, INS
Trishul and INS Vikrant. 

Moderator - Session I
VAdm IC Rao PVSM AVSM, IN (retd)



Lt Cdr Raghvendra P Solanki is an alumnus of the 24th
Naval Engineering Course (NEC) and completed his
BTech (Mechanical) from the erstwhile Naval College
of Engineering (NCE). The officer was commissioned in
to the Indian Navy on 01 Jan 2012. After completing
watchkeeping on-board INS Gomati, the officer has 

served two tenures at sea as Asst Engineer Officer on-board the guided
missile frigate INS Talwar and the Engineer Officer of the Missile Vessel,
INS Vidyut. The officer has completed his MTech from IIT(D) in Industrial
Tribology and Maintenance Engineering and is presently an instructor at
the Centre of Excellence (Marine Engineering) at INS Shivaji.

Speaker 1 - Session I
Lt Cdr RP Solanki, IN



Speaker 2 - Session I
Mr Pankaj Misra

Mr Pankaj Misra is a Marine engineering graduate and,
additionally, is an MBA in finance stream. Pankaj has
experience of 27 years in the Maritime Industry with core
capabilities in Technical Operations, technical
management and business development. He served as a 

Marine engineer on different types of merchant vessels between 1994-
2004. He joined Reliance port and terminal and worked as a technical
superintendent for three years before moving to Wartsila, where he has
been working in the marine business for the last fourteen years.



Session II
Present Day Propulsion Systems

(1205-1305)

Moderator - Dr BK Saxena, 
                        former Principal TMI

Speaker 1 - Cdr Ameer Basha, INS Shivaji

Speaker 2 - Ms Sonali Banerjee, Sr Surveyor IRS



Dr. Brijendra K. Saxena has more than five decades of
experience in shipping and was the Principal of the prestigious
Tolani Maritime Institute, Pune for about 20 years before retiring
in 2018. Presently he is the Advisor to the institute. He is also the
Past President of the Institute of Marine Engineers (India)

as well as a member of the Indian Maritime Foundation. Dr Saxena did his initial
training at DMET from 1964 to 68. He is also a graduate of the World Maritime
University, Malmo, Sweden, and has an MS from BITS, Pilani. He has
qualifications in chartering, insurance, insurance law and financial
management, and a PhD degree. He has also recently completed PGD in
International Maritime Law from WMU. He has published and presented papers
in many conferences in India and abroad and is also a guide for Post Graduate
and PhD students.
Recognizing his contribution to maritime education he was conferred an award
for “Outstanding Contribution to Maritime Education and Training" by the
Government of India. 

Moderator - Session II
Dr BK Saxena



He was also conferred with Lifetime Achievement Awards by the Institute of
Marine Engineers (India) and the Foreign Owners & Ship Managers Association.
He has attended meetings at IMO as part of the Indian delegation. He has also
been part of expert panels of IMO for assessing documentation submitted by
DPR Korea, Thailand and Iran for independent evaluation pursuant to the
requirements of 1978 STCW Convention.
He is Fellow of IMEI, IEI and NMIS. Sr. Member of the American Society of Quality,
USA, and a Member of the Institute of Chartered Shipbrokers, London; Indian
Council of Arbitration; and Association of Maritime International Commercial
Interests & Expertise.
He is the Chairman of Narottam Morarjee Institute of Shipping and its Academic
Council; and also the Chairman of the Research & Training Committee of the
Indian National Shipowners Association.
He is an Associate Editor of the technical journal of the Institution of Engineers
(India) published by Springer.

Moderator - Session II
Dr BK Saxena



Cdr D Ameer Basha was commissioned on 01 Jul 07.
The officer is an alumnus of 100 BEC (110 NDA),
specialised in Marine Engineering and has completed
his PG Diploma in Marine Engineering from INS
Shivaji and M Tech in Mathematical Modelling &
Simulation from DIAT, Pune. 

The officer is presently posted at Center of Excellence (Marine
Engineering), INS Shivaji, Lonavala as head of Faculty (Systems &
Engineering) where he is teaching ICE & GT subjects to Marine
Engineers of Indian Navy. The officer’s hobby includes knowledge
enhancement by study of various modern and smart materials in day to
day living, travelling, watching movies and playing Basketball.

Speaker 1 - Session II
Cdr D Ameer Basha, IN



Ms Sonali Banerjee is an alumnus of DMET. Class of 1999, thus
becoming the first lady in India to undertake maritime training.
She is India’s first lady marine engineer and also the first to be
awarded a Maritime certificate of competency. During her
career at sea, she has sailed on oil tankers and bulk carriers till
she cleared her MOT Cl-1 and became the first lady in the history
of Indian Mercantile marine to be awarded with the highest

 sailing license of Chief Engineer. She moved to ashore appointments thereafter,
where she served as a manning Superintendent, with MSC Ship Mngt India;
then as a Tech Manager with Samson Maritime, managing the Diving support
Vessels and the SPMs of Reliance and is currently serving as a “Senior Surveyor”
to the Indian Register of Shipping. An advocate of gender equality and diversity,
she is the co- founder of the Federation of Global Maritime Community and a
member of WISTA (Women International Shipping and Trading Association).
She has been awarded ‘The Achiever of the Year’ by Rotary Prayagraj as well as
‘The Personality of the Month’ by Maritime Union of India.

Speaker 2 - Session II
Ms Sonali Banerjee



Session III

Futuristic Technologies and Concepts
(1400-1500)

Moderator - VAdm AV Subhedar PVSM AVSM 
      VSM, IN (retd)

Speaker 1 - Capt Gaurav Doogar, NHQ

Speaker 2 - Cmde (Dr) RK Rana, IN (retd)



Opener - Session III
Capt Sudhir Subhedar

After doing 10+2 followed by Senior Cambridge, he joined TS
Dufferin in 1966, graduating with a first-class certificate. His
professional qualifications include Extra Master, B.Sc. (Marine Tech),
and commendation at Sir John Cass School of Science and
Technology, London. He served as a deck officer and sailing Master
with SCI and Anglo Eastern Co from 1968-1982 and subsequently as
Supdt in SCI Mumbai and Anglo Eastern Hong Kong in 1982-1989.

He was a Technical officer of IMO and Dept. of Transport UK, in charge of
developing STCW 1995 amendments, ISM code, pollution prevention measures,
and examination of Masters and Mates between 1989 and 1996. Subsequently,
he served as OSD at DG Shipping 1998-2000 for STCW 95 implementation, ISM
and auditing. He has served as Ex Director of Ocean Sparkle Group of
Companies Hyderabad and of Indian National Ship Owners Association from
2012-2013. He is the former CEO and President of Indian Coastal Conference
Shipping Association (ICCSA), Member Academic Council Tolani Maritime
College, Pune, and Warden, Mentor and ex founder President Company of
Master Mariners, Pune. 



Opener - Session III
Capt Sudhir Subhedar

He is also an IMO empanelled consultant and competent person for review of
STCW white list, Advisor Regulatory Authority, Govt of Assam, to enhance its
logistics sector, IWT institutions and Member, water impact project of C-Ganga
for sustainable navigation in rivers, Ministry of JalShakti.
He has published several papers on domestic shipping issues, drafting of
legislation, OSV, maritime education and training and sustainable development
of shipping.
He is a Member Royal Institute of Naval Architects, Member International Ship
Masters Federation, Hon’ble Company of Master Mariners, Member Company of
Master Mariners of India, Chartered Member Institute of Quality Assurance UK,
Member Royal Institute of Navigation, Member Indian Maritime Association UK,
Member Governing Council of Logistic Skill Council, Chennai.
He is a recipient of EXIM award in 2015 for most active association of professional
shipping companies, award for excellence by India Sea Trade Kochi 2016, Sailor
Today media group award for exemplary individual contribution to Indian
Shipping and was twice nominated for National Maritime Day Award.



Vice Admiral AV Subhedar PVSM AVSM VSM (retd) was
commissioned in the Indian Navy in August 1977 in the
Engineering branch and is a post graduate in Marine Engineering
from Pune University. During his career, spanning almost four
decades, the Admiral has held several important assignments, both
Afloat and Ashore. He has served on five frontline warships and was
also the Fleet Engineer Officer,  Western Fleet in 1998. 

His important shore appointments include Director Naval Training and Director
Ship Production at Naval Headquarters, Director Machinery Trials and
Acceptance Authority (Mumbai), Warship Production Superintendent (Mumbai),
General Manager (Refit), Naval Dockyard Visakhapatnam. After attaining Flag
rank in 2008, he served as Chief Staff Officer(Technical), Eastern Naval
Command, Visakhapatnam and Admiral Superintendent, Naval Dockyard,
Mumbai. On promotion to Vice Admiral, he took over Director General Naval
Projects, Mumbai, where he was responsible for planning and execution of
major technical and marine infrastructure for the Navy on West Coast... 

Moderator - Session III
VAdm AV Subhedar PVSM AVSM VSM, IN (retd)



...Subsequently, he served as Controller of Warship Production & Acquisition at
Naval Headquarters New Delhi and oversaw the commissioning of three
indigenously built Indian Warships viz. INS Kolkata, a destroyer; INS Kamorta, a
Corvette and INS Sumitra, a Naval Offshore Patrol Vessel during his tenure. He
took over as the Chief of Materiel at Naval Headquarters, the highest post any
technical naval officer can aspire for on 31 May 2015. The Admiral retired on 31
Oct 16 after more than 39 years of illustrious service.
He has served as the Board member of M/s Mazagaon Dockyard Limited, M/s
Garden Reach Ship Builders and Engineers, M/s Goa Shipyard Limited, M/s
Hindustan Shipyard Limited as well as M/s Bharat Electronics Ltd.
For his distinguished service of exceptionally high order, he was awarded as
Vishisht Seva Medal in 2009, Ati Vishisht Seva Medal in 2011 and Param Vishist
Seva Medal in 2016 by the President of India.

 

Moderator - Session III
VAdm AV Subhedar PVSM AVSM VSM, IN (retd)



Captain Gaurav Doogar joined the Indian Navy in NEC-10207
course. The officer was commissioned in Nov 1994. The officer’s
academic qualifications include M.Phil and MMS in Business
Management, MSc (Defence Studies), M.Tech (Industrial Engg &
Management from IIT, Kgp) , B.Tech (Mech) and IPMA Level ‘C’. The
officer's sea billets include Ranvijay, Rajput, commissioning 

crew of Mysore, Delhi and Mumbai. The officer has served at Shivaji, Naval
Dockyard (Mumbai), Headquarters Western Naval Command, Directorate of
Marine Engineering at NHQ, Directing Staff at College of Defence Management,
Secunderabad and Controller Material Planning at Material Organisation
(Mumbai). The author has presented many technical papers on varied technical
subjects at International / National level seminars. He is presently serving as
Captain (Marine Engineering) at Naval Headquarters, New Delhi.

Speaker 1 - Session III
Capt Gaurav Doogar, IN



Cmde (Dr) Rakesh Kumar Rana was commissioned into the Indian
Navy on 01 Aug 1979. An alumnus of the Delhi College of
Engineering, 1980, Mechanical Engineering batch, he completed
his post graduation from Royal Naval Engineering College, UK and
thereafter pursued his PhD degree that was awarded by IIT, Madras
in Jul 96. He has served in various organizations in the 

Navy encompassing training,research, dockyard, staff, design of warships,
indigenous product development and onboard ships, during a long and
illustrious career spanning more than 33 years.
His last appointment in service was as Principal Director of Indigenisation at
Integrated Headquarter, Ministry of Defence (Navy), New Delhi, where he
successfully steered several indigenous naval product development projects. 
He was awarded Commendations by the Director and Dean twice at IAT Pune in
1986/87 and by CNS in 1992. He was selected as a member of the core team
auditing the design of diesel engines developed by two foreign firms for DRDO’s
futuristic Armoured Fighting Vehicles.... 

Speaker 2 - Session III
Cmde (Dr) RK Rana, IN (retd)



...After taking premature retirement from the Navy, he joined Lloyd’s Register,
the oldest Classification Society, where he (for more than 3-1/2 years) helped the
company in strategizing and developing new business opportunities in the
Navies, Coast Guard, Army and other Government agencies, in India and several
other countries. 
He has been recently appointed as the Honorary Senior Advisor at the
Foundation for Innovation and Technology Transfer (FITT) of the Indian Institute
of Technology, Delhi, which is a Pro bono position.
He has more than 65 technical publications to his credit. An accomplished
speaker, his innovative suggestions have been appreciated at the highest levels
in the MoD as well as in various industry and academia forums. He has been
invited as a Patron and Session Chairman during International Naval
Engineering Conferences, World Maritime Technology Conference, ‘Engine as a
Weapon’ Symposium. He is a member of The American Society of Naval
Engineers, USA; Fellow of The Institute of Marine Engineering, Science and
Technology, UK and has been granted a status of Chartered Engineer by The
Engineering Council, UK.

Speaker 2 - Session III
Cmde (Dr) RK Rana, IN (retd)



VAdm SKK Krishnan, after graduating from the National
Institute of Technology, Trichy in Mechanical Engineering,
joined the Navy in July 1969. During his career of 36 years, he
served in a number of afloat and ashore appointments
including onboard INS Vikrant during the 1971 war. His last sea
appointment was as Engineer Officer of the missile destroyer
INS Rana. 

Concluding Remarks
VAdm SKK Krishnan, AVSM VSM, IN (retd)

He underwent Post Graduate course in Propulsion System engineering at Naval
Academy in St. Petersburg, Russia and also completed the PGDBM from
Jamnalal Bajaj Institute Mumbai. His major ashore appointments in the Navy
include DA Canberra, CO INS Shivaji, Principal Director Marine Engineering,
Chief Staff Officer (Technical) Western Naval Command, Director Defence
Machinery Design establishment, Admiral Superintendent Naval Dockyard
Mumbai and Controller Personnel Services of the Navy. 
For distinguished service, the Admiral was awarded Vishisht Seva Medal and
Ativ Vishisht Seva Medal... 



Concluding Remarks
VAdm SKK Krishnan, AVSM VSM, IN (retd)

...He took premature retirement to join as Chairman and Managing Director of
Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited (2006 to 2008). During this period the
shipyard was transformed with annual turnover increasing from 570 Cr to 3200
Cr. For this achievement, MDL was awarded the trophy for the best turnaround
amongst PSUs. From 2009 to 2013 was Senior President of Walchandnagar
Industries Ltd and was responsible for their strategic businesses in the field of
Nuclear, Defence, and Hydrocarbons.
He later served as Independent Director on the Board of Cochin Shipyard from
2012 to 2015 and also on the Board of Kochi Metro Rail Corporation from 2017 to
2019. The Admiral is actively involved with OSCAR foundation, a Mumbai based
NGO for developing self-esteem amongst slum children
He is an empanelled member of the Indian Council of Arbitration and is
professionally active as an independent consultant and mentor.



Vote of Thanks
Cmde Ajay Chitnis, SC, NM, IN (retd), VP IMF

Cmde Ajay Chitnis, after his initial schooling, joined IIT Bombay in
1966 and was pursuing a course in Electrical Engineering, but after
three years decided that this was not his calling and joined the Indian
Navy as an Aviation Cadet. Two years later in June 1971, he qualified as
a Fighter Pilot and was commissioned in the Indian Navy. He
converted to helicopters and specialized on ASW helicopters,

clocking over 3000 hours of operational flying by day and night, with over 700
deck landings on frigates and destroyers to his credit. He was the youngest
officer to be appointed as Flight Commander on INS Nilgiri, at the age of 25. He
was deputed to Russia for training on the Kamov 25 anti-submarine helicopters
and formed the commissioning crew of the destroyer INS Rajput. He also
commanded three frontline warships and an operational air station, besides
being the Naval Area Commander of Gujarat during the 1999 Kargil conflict. His
other important assignments were Chief Staff Officer (Operations) at HQ
Southern Naval Command, Directing Staff at DSSC and Deputy Director Naval Air
Staff (Ops and Flight Safety) at NHQ. He is the recipient of two gallantry awards –
Shaurya Chakra (SC) and Nao Sena Medal (NM) from the President of India...
 



Vote of Thanks
Cmde Ajay Chitnis, SC, NM, IN (retd), VP IMF

... Cmde Chitnis retired from the Indian Navy in 2001 after completing 30 years of
distinguished service.
Post-retirement, he specialized in marine operations in the oilfields off the West
and East Coasts of India. After 5 years at sea, he took up a shore job as Head of
Training and set up a training center for offshore operations, where he was
instrumental in setting up a state-of-the-art OSV simulator. He then headed the
HR and Admin functions in addition to Training, till end January 2016. He is a
visiting faculty at the Savitribai Phule Pune University, for the Maritime Security
Course and also conducts the Offshore Installation Manager Course at Gulf Coast
Training Centre.
As the Vice President of the Indian Maritime Foundation, Cmde Chitnis has
organized IMF Seminars on ‘International Jointmanship in the Constabulary
Role’, ‘Indian Maritime Paradigm, the Past, Present and Future’ and ‘Role of
Disruptive Technologies in the Maritime Domain’ at Pune.
He is also an active Rotarian and was the Vice President of the Rotary Club of
Pune Central (RID 3131) in 2019-20.



Rear Admiral Ravindra Jayant Nadkarni was commissioned in the Indian
Navy on 01 Jul 1983 and is a graduate of the National Defence Academy,
the Defence Services Staff College, the College of Naval Warfare and the
National Defence College, New Delhi. He is a Navigation and Direction
specialist who has served as Navigating Officer of IN Ships Kuthar and
Rana. He has the distinction of commanding one ship in each rank from
Lieutenant to Captain: CGS C-05 as Lieutenant, INS Cuddalore as

Lieutenant Commander, INS Himgiri as Commander and INS Betwa as Captain. His
important staff appointments include Command Plans Officer, Western Naval
Command and Director of Naval Intelligence (Operations) at Naval Headquarters. He has
carried out instructional appointments at the Navigation & Direction School and Centre
for Leadership and Behavioural Studies and also served as Directing Staff at DSSC,
Wellington. As a Flag Officer, he has held the appointments of Chief Staff Officer
(Operations), WNC, Flag Officer Doctrines and Concepts, Flag Officer Commanding
Karnataka Naval Area, Chief of Staff, Southern Naval Command, and was the Flag Officer
Offshore Defence Advisory Group prior to his retirement from service on superannuation
on 30 Nov 2020. He is a recipient of the Vishisht Seva Medal in 2014 and Ati Vishisht Seva
Medal in 2019. Post-retirement, he has settled down in Pune where he is a member of
the Indian Maritime Foundation and the Centre for Advanced Strategic Studies. 

Seminar Convener
RAdm RJ Nadkarni, AVSM VSM, IN (retd)



Participation

If you wish to participate on Zoom platform, click on the icon below :   
 
 
 

If you wish to view the webinar on YouTube, click on the icon below:
 
 
 

We look forward to your participation!

The Webinar would be open to NMF Members, Navy Foundation
members, Indian Naval Authorities, Institute of Marine Engineers, Marine
Engineering students as well as students from Engineering schools and
colleges. The entire event will be hosted virtually on the Zoom platform
and livestreamed on YouTube. No fee will be charged for participation.

Zoom / YouTube Links

https://youtu.be/wguD-wy2oB4
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUod-mrrDIiH9NUAwRuX6B0-Ao-qRocXHVH



