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MARITIME SECURITY 
 

PHILIPPINES PROTESTS 'THREATENING 

PRESENCE' OF CHINESE VESSELS IN 

DISPUTED WATERS 
- Reuters Staff 

MANILA (Reuters) - The Philippines complained to China on Monday about what it 
called a “swarming and threatening presence” of Chinese vessels in disputed waters in 

the South China Sea and demanded they be withdrawn from the area. Philippine 
officials reported about 220 vessels, believed to be manned by Chinese maritime 

militia personnel, were seen anchored at the Whitsun Reef, which Manila calls the 

Julian Felipe Reef, on March 7. The Chinese Embassy in Manila said they were fishing 
vessels taking shelter from rough seas. “The continued deployment, lingering presence 

and activities of Chinese vessels infringe upon Philippine sovereignty,” the Philippine 
foreign ministry said in a diplomatic protest, adding “their swarming and threatening 

presence creates an atmosphere of instability.” 

The Chinese Embassy rejected the accusations. “There is no Chinese maritime militia 

as alleged. Any speculation as such helps nothing but causes unnecessary irritation,” 
it said in a statement. Philippines Defence Secretary Delfin Lorenzana called the 

presence of militia vessels a “clear provocative action of militarising the area” and 
urged China to recall them. The U.S. Embassy said the Chinese boats had been 

mooring in the area for many months in increasing numbers, regardless of the 

weather.In a tweet, State Department spokesman Ned Price said Washington “stands 
with our ally, the Philippines, regarding concerns about the gathering of (Chinese) 

maritime militia vessels near Whitsun Reef. “We call on Beijing to stop using its 
maritime militia to intimidate and provoke others, which undermines peace and 

security,” he said. An international tribunal invalidated China’s claim to 90% of the 

South China Sea in 2016, but Beijing does not recognise the ruling and has built islands 
in disputed waters equipped with radar, missiles batteries and hangers for fighter jets. 

Jay Batongbacal, a South China Sea expert at the University of the Philippines, said 
President Rodrigo Duterte’s “friendship policy” to move away from Washington and 

align more closely with China was to blame for the incursions. “Whatever 

opportunities there were for us to slow them down or stop them they have been lost,” 
Batongbacal said. 

Source: Reuters; 23 March 2021 

 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-philippines-china-southchinasea-prote-idUSKBN2BF0IA
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GHANA NAVY ADMONISHED TO SUPPORT 

SUB-REGIONAL EFFORTS TO END MARITIME 

CRIME 
- GNA 

Criminal activities perpetrated at sea are often directed at vessels or maritime 

structures, but also include the transportation of illicit substances or trafficking in 
persons by organized transnational criminal networks. In its violent forms, it is a 

constant menace to the security of navigation and to the physical integrity and life of 
seamen. It is against this background that Ghana's Chief of the Defence Staff (CDS), 

Vice Admiral Seth Amoama, is seeking support from the Ghana Navy and its 

counterparts across the sub-region to help tackle these crimes drastically. 

He has also urged the Ghana Navy to cooperate and share information with their 

counterparts to address crime and insecurity in the Gulf of Guinea. Speaking at the 

closing ceremony of Obangame Express 2021 (OE21) exercise in Accra on Saturday, 
the CDS said the number of vessels operating in the Gulf of Guinea had increased in 

recent times, with a corresponding increase in maritime incidents. The OE21 exercise 
was designed to improve regional cooperation, maritime domain awareness, 

information-sharing practices, and tactical interdiction expertise to enhance the 

collective capabilities of participating nations to counter sea-based illicit activity. Vice 
Admiral Amoama said regulatory and law enforcement agencies were under pressure 

to mitigate those problems, which included illegal, unreported and unregulated 
fishing, piracy and armed robbery, human and drug trafficking, as well as transport of 

illegal goods at sea. He said such crimes could not be addressed by any single nation 

and encouraged interoperability and cooperation among maritime stakeholders and 
effective maritime information sharing to curb the menace. 

“Indeed, these are complex transnational crimes, which cannot be addressed by any 

single nation alone,” he said, adding that: “For those of us in the sub-region, therefore, 
our concern is not only preventing the threats in the Gulf of Guinea but rather 

empowering our law enforcement agencies by equipping them with the requisite 

capacity and capabilities to effectively deal with the threats.” Vice Admiral Amoama 
commended the US Africa Command (AFRICOM) for its continuous assistance to 

improving maritime security in the sub region. He said states along the Gulf of Guinea 
and their international partners remained committed to fighting maritime crime and 

insecurity, despite challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic. Rear Admiral Issah 

Yakubu, the Chief of the Naval Staff (CNS), said the exercise had improved the 
operational capabilities of stakeholders such as the standardisation of skills and 

communications among the Navy, Air Forces and partners. He, however, said exercise 
had also exposed the limitations in the country's surveillance capability and that the 

Navy would engage relevant stakeholders to address such shortfalls to improve 

operations. Rear Admiral Yakubu commended the United States Naval Forces for their 
continuous support to the Ghana Navy. Ms Stephanie Sullivan, the US Ambassador to 

Ghana, said the exercise would improve regional cooperation and information sharing 
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among participating nations, to counter sea-based illicit maritime activities and 
strengthen safety and security in the Gulf of Guinea. 

She tasked the Navy to continue to use the experiences, networks and skills gathered 

to fight maritime challenges to ensure peace, safety and stability in the region. The 
Ambassador commended participants for ensuring the success of the exercise amid 

the COVID-19 pandemic. Also present at the ceremony was Rear Admiral Jeffrey S. 

Spivey, Director, Maritime Partnership Programme, U.S. Naval Forces and Africa. The 
OE21, organised under the auspices of the AFRICOM, is one of three U.S. Naval Forces 

Africa-facilitated regional exercises. It formed part of a comprehensive strategy by the 
US Naval Forces Sixth Fleet and AFRICOM to provide collaborative opportunities for 

African forces and international partners to address maritime security concerns. More 

than 200 participants from 36 countries, international organisations and regional 
groupings took part in the two weeks exercise. 

Source: modernghana.com; 28 March 2021  

 

ROYAL NAVY WARSHIP WILL PATROL FROM 

GIBRALTAR FOR THE FIRST TIME, AS PART OF 

THE UK'S DEFENCE REVIEW 
A Royal Navy warship will patrol from Gibraltar for the first time, as part of the UK's 
Defence Review. The Command Paper, called 'Defence in a Competitive Age', was 

tabled in the House of Commons today by UK Defence Secretary Ben Wallace. 
According to the Telegraph, HMS Trent will operate from Gibraltar where she will 

support Nato operations in the Mediterranean, as well as work with North African 

partners and support counter-piracy operations in the Gulf of Guinea off the Coast of 
West Africa. In his Ministerial Statement, UK Defence Secretary Ben Wallace told the 

Commons it’s vital that the UK has a navy that is both global and powerful. The 
Command Paper outlines plans to have more ships, submarines and sailors at sea, with 

an overall commitment of £188 billion pounds on defence spending over the coming 

four years This, the Defence Secretary said, represented an increase of £24 billion 
pounds, or 14%, as an investment in the Prime Minister’s vision of security and 

prosperity in 2030. 

He said the size of the army would be cut to 72,500,  but stressed the changes won't 
require redundancies.  The Offshore Patrol Vessel HMS Trent is no stranger to 

Gibraltar waters. The third generation River-class patrol ship is designed for counter-
piracy, anti-smuggling, fishery protection, border patrol, counter-terrorism and 

maritime defence duties. She visited Gibraltar last year after operating in the 

Mediterranean on her first operational overseas deployment, having recently been 
commissioned. She has been involved in the NATO-led Operation Sea Guardian, 

charged with providing maritime security in the Med. According to the Telegraph, 
HMS Trent is expected to arrive in Gibraltar later on this year. 

Source: gbc.gi; 22 March 2021 

https://www.modernghana.com/news/1070961/ghana-navy-admonished-to-support-sub-regional-effo.html
https://www.gbc.gi/news/royal-navy-warship-will-patrol-gibraltar-first-time-part-uks-defence-review
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INDIA CONDUCTS FIRST-EVER JOINT PATROL 

IN MADAGASCAR EEZ 
In a first, the navies of India and Madagascar undertook joint patrolling of 
Madagascar’s Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and also conducted a Passage Exercise 

(PASSEX). “The first-ever joint patrol between the navies reflects the growing defence 
ties between the two Indian Ocean neighbours aimed at the common objective of 

ensuring maritime security in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR),” a statement from the 

Indian Embassy in Madagascar said on Wednesday. The INS Shardul and Malagasy 
Naval Ship Trozona undertook the patrol. A four-member delegation led by Minister 

of National Defence of Madagascar Major General Léon Jean Richard Rakotonirina 
took part in the Defence Ministers conclave during the Aero India at Bengaluru in 

February. 

Source: The Hindu; 25 March 2021 

 

IN A FIRST, INDIAN NAVY TO PARTICIPATE IN 

FRENCH NAVAL EXERCISE LA PEROUSE, 

QUAD ALLIES TO JOIN 
- Abhishek Bhalla 

The Indian Navy will be part of a French naval exercise in the Bay of Bengal next 

month. The participating nations also include the other Quadrilateral Security 

Dialogue (Quad) member countries -- Australia, Japan and the United States of 
America (USA). This is the first time that the Indian Navy will be part of the France-

led war game ‘La Perouse’. Until now, India was not invited for the French naval 
exercise. After the Malabar Exercise in November last year, during which the navies of 

India, the US and Japan got together with Australia as the new addition, India’s 

inclusion in the France-led joint naval drill is a significant step. “The exercise is 
scheduled between April 5 and 7,” said an official. This will be followed by another 

important naval exercise ‘Varuna’, which takes place annually between India and 
France. This time it will also include the United Arab Emirates (UAE). “It will take 

place in the last week of April in the Western Indian Ocean,” the official informed. 

India’s maritime diplomacy 

India’s maritime diplomacy involves naval exercises with several friendly countries, 
keeping in mind China’s increasing influence in the Indian Ocean region. The 

inclusion of more navies in such exercises is also a response to Chinese aggression in 

international waters and its increasing foray into the region. As part of maritime 
cooperation, the Indian and Vietnamese navies carried out a passage exercise in the 

South China Sea in December 2020. The Indian Navy also carried out war games with 
the navies of Singapore and Thailand in the Andaman Sea, soon after the Malabar 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-conducts-first-ever-joint-patrol-in-madagascar-eez/article34155666.ece
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Exercise. As part of the Indian government’s ‘Neighbourhood First’ vision, the Indian 
Navy undertook joint exclusive economic zone surveillance with Maldives, Seychelles 

and Mauritius, as well as coordinated patrols (CORPATs) with Bangladesh, Thailand 
and Indonesia. The Indian Navy has participated in 13 bilateral and multilateral 

exercises so far this year. Besides improving inter-operability between friendly navies, 

the joint drills are aimed at strengthening mutual confidence, developing standard 
procedures and enhancing overall maritime security. 

Source: India Today; 24 March 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/indian-navy-participate-french-naval-exercise-la-perouse-quad-allies-1783239-2021-03-24
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MARITIME FORCES 
 

THEODORE ROOSEVELT CSG CONDUCTS 

JOINT FORCE MARITIME EXERCISE WITH 

INDIA 
-  USS Theodore Roosevelt Public Affairs 

INDIAN OCEAN - The Theodore Roosevelt Carrier Strike Group (TRCSG) conducted 
simultaneous joint multi-domain operations with the Indian Navy and Air Force in the 

Indian Ocean, March 28-29. Joint integration is key to elevate capability and capacity 
in the maritime domain. The highly successful exercise occurred on the heels of 

Secretary of Defense Austin’s scheduled visit to India. “I’m so grateful for the 

opportunity to conduct this exercise with the Indian Navy and Air Force,” said Rear 
Adm. Doug Verissimo, commander, Carrier Strike Group 9. “Not only do we share a 

common desire for a free, open, and inclusive Indo-Pacific, we also share common 
values and maritime traditions which make training together all the more meaningful. 

Our value together far exceeds what we can do individually to progress security, 

stability, and economic prosperity through our enforcement of the international rules-
based order that benefits all.” 

The exercise focused on complex operations such as anti-submarine warfare, joint air 

operations, and command and control (C2) integration. It demonstrated the capacity 
of the two nations to operate together to advance a common vision of Indo-Pacific, 

ensuring peace and stability. USS Bunker Hill (CG 52) and her embarked Maritime 

Strike Squadron (HSM 75), the “Wolf Pack”, USS Russell (DGG 59), and USS Theodore 
Roosevelt (CVN 71) operated with INS Shivalik (F 47) with embarked helicopter, 

Maritime Patrol Aircraft (P-8I) from INAS 312 – “The Albatross”, and Indian Air Force 
aircraft from Squadron No. 222 – “The Tigersharks”. U.S. and Indian forces exercised 

together seamlessly across all domains, demonstrating the compatibility of our 

platforms and operations on the sea and in the air. The TRCSG is on a scheduled 
deployment to the U.S. 7th Fleet to help ensure freedom of the seas, build partnerships 

that foster maritime security, and to conduct a wide range of operations that support 
humanitarian efforts and act as deterrence to potential malign actions. 

The TRCSG consists of USS Theodore Roosevelt (CVN 71), Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 11, 

the Ticonderoga-class guided-missile cruiser USS Bunker Hill (CG 52), Destroyer 
Squadron 23, and the Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyers USS Russell 

(DDG 59) and USS John Finn (DDG 113). Theodore Roosevelt’s embarked air wing 

consists of the “Tomcatters” of Strike Fighter Squadrons (VFA) 31, “Golden Warriors” 
of VFA-87, “Blue Diamonds” of VFA-146, “Black Knights” of VFA-154, “Liberty Bells” 

of Airborne Command and Control Squadron (VAW) 115, “Gray Wolves” of Electronic 
Attack Squadron (VAQ) 142, “Wolf Pack” of Helicopter Maritime Strike Squadron 
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(HSM) 75, “Eightballers” of Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron (HSC) 8 and “Providers” 
of Fleet Logistic Support Squadron (VRC) 30 Detachment 3. TRCSG’s operability in 

the region directly supports the Chief of Naval Operation’s navigation plan to master 
all-domain fleet operations, and exercise with like-minded navies to enhance our 

collective strength. As the U.S. Navy's largest forward deployed fleet, U.S. 7th Fleet 

routinely operates between 50-70 ships and submarines and 140 aircraft with 
approximately 20,000 Sailors. 7th Fleet's area of operation spans more than 124 

million square kilometers, stretching from the International Date Line to the 
India/Pakistan border; and from the Kuril Islands in the North to the Antarctic in the 

South Pacific, providing security and stability to the region. 7th Fleet interacts with 35 

other maritime nations to build partnerships that foster maritime security while 
conducting a wide-range of missions to support humanitarian efforts and uphold 

international laws and freedoms of the sea. Theodore Roosevelt departed San Diego 
for a scheduled deployment to the Indo-Pacific December 23. 

Source: Commander, US Pacific Fleet; 28 March 2021 

 

US-TAIWAN COAST GUARD PARTNER TO 

BLUNT POTENTIAL CHINESE INVASION 
- Joel Gehrke 

 
U.S. and Taiwanese officials have signed a Coast Guard cooperation agreement amid 

fears of Chinese attacks on the island. “The United States is committed to deepening 
ties with Taiwan, and this MOU [memorandum of understanding] lays an important 

foundation for strengthened maritime law enforcement cooperation between the 

United States and Taiwan,” a State Department spokesperson told the Washington 
Examiner. “Coast Guard cooperation is a cornerstone for promoting regional maritime 

security.” The agreement was unveiled Friday, in Washington’s latest display of 
respect for Taiwanese officials as a governing authority. The decision “to establish a 

Coast Guard Working Group” points to how U.S. officials are helping Taiwan prepare 

to defend against the “grey zone” tactics that Chinese forces seem likely to use if Beijing 
greenlights an invasion in the near future. “We have to come up with a short-term 

solution, and if you think about, ‘what is the best counter for grey-zone activity?’ It is 
the Coast Guard,” said former White House National Security Council chief of staff 

Alex Gray, a senior fellow at the American Foreign Policy Council. “As a strategic 

matter, that’s the service best equipped to work with our allies, to work with fellow 
coast guards ... to really be able to operate in a hybrid warfare domain.” 

 
US AND JAPAN WARN CHINA NOT TO ATTACK TAIWAN 

 

That idea may sound strange to people familiar with the U.S. Coast Guard’s law 
enforcement functions, just as the stated goals of the agreement may seem far removed 

from national security. “This MOU affirms a relationship with the common objectives 
of preserving maritime resources; reducing illegal, unreported, and unregulated 

fishing; and participating in joint maritime search and rescue as well as maritime 

https://www.cpf.navy.mil/news.aspx/130831
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environmental response events,” the American Institute in Taiwan, the unofficial U.S. 
Embassy on the island, said in a Friday bulletin. China maintains a fishing fleet that 

has outraged governments around the world. In December, U.S. Coast Guard crews 
stationed in Hawaii and Guam helped the Pacific island state of Palau seize a Chinese 

fishing vessel accused of fishing in Palau’s waters. The U.S. Embassy in Palau praised 

the local government for working to “prevent PRC-flagged vessels from engaging in 
illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing” — the same language from the new 

Taiwan agreement. The Chinese coast guard appears to its neighbors like a fearsome 
force, a view underscored by Beijing’s recent adoption of a law authorizing the coast 

guard to use lethal force to defend China’s territorial waters. China has several high-

stakes maritime boundary disputes, making the coast guard law “a verbal threat of 
war,” as a Philippines government official put it. Taiwanese officials agree. “China’s 

coast guard law is shocking to its neighboring countries,” Taiwanese Premier Su 
Tseng-chang said. “So countries are working together based on shared values in an 

effort to maintain regional peace and stability.” 

 
Chinese officials signaled their resentment of the deal. "We ask the U.S. to ... stop 

official exchanges and military interactions with Taiwan and be prudent on Taiwan-
related issues," Chinese Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying said Friday. 

"We also ask Taiwan not to try to add to its importance by soliciting U.S. support." The 

Chinese coast guard and fishing fleets pose a special danger to Taiwan, in the eyes of 
American strategists who suspect that Beijing might try to convert them into a stealthy 

invasion force. This misgiving has been stoked by Russia’s use of so-called “little green 
men,” military forces in unmarked uniforms, to invade Ukraine and annex Crimea 

while claiming not to have deployed troops across the border, a lie that slowed Western 

responses to the 2014 invasion. 
 

If China were to invade Taiwan in the near-future, fishing boats or Chinese coast guard 
vessels could provide cover for such a strategy, with the potential to confuse and 

paralyze U.S. or Taiwanese responses until it was too late to avoid defeat. U.S. Coast 

Guard officials likely will use this agreement as a basis to train Taiwanese coast guard 
forces on how to respond in the event of such a threat, according to Gray. “If the 

Chinese show up with a fleet of fishing boats that don’t have any identification ... at 
what point does their behavior trigger X, Y, or Z response from the Taiwanese side?” 

the former White House National Security Council official said. “This is a really helpful 

development for us to be starting a dialogue with the Taiwanese on answering those 
very tactical types of questions." 

 
Source: Washington Examiner; 28 March 2021 

 

 

PAKISTAN NAVY'S 'AMAN-21': AN EXERCISE 

IN SELF-DECEPTION 

- Binay Kumar Singh 

https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/policy/defense-national-security/us-taiwan-coast-guard-partner-blunt-potential-chinese-invasion
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The Pakistan Navy hosted 'Aman-2021' from February 11-16. The exercise was the 
seventh edition of 'AMAN series' of exercises, which started in 2007, and is held by 

Pakistan Navy biennially. This year's edition was conducted off Karachi and the 
participants included Chinese, Turkish and Russian warships, among others. This 

exercise was touted by some Pak media as Pakistan's "opportunity to project a positive 

image as a key player in regional peace and stability". Further, the six-day long exercise 
was said to "affirm Pakistan's resolve of cooperation against terrorism" -- a rather rich 

statement coming from a country which is in itself a major contributor to terrorism, 
violence, illegal activities and instability in the region. 

While it is heartening to see Pakistan take requisite measures to position itself as a 

harbinger of peace and stability in the region, given Pakistan's long-standing struggle 

with its own internal demons, some of which have spilt over to its neighbourhood over 
the years, it is doubtful such an Exercise will accrue any tangible results in the long 

run. For instance, the exercise was hosted in Karachi which has been rife with sectarian 
violence. The Pak National Counter Terrorism Authority (NACTA) had issued a terror 

alert in January this year, warning of terror incidents in Karachi. This was followed by 

another news report dated 3rd February from Samaa TV, a Pakistani Urdu language 
news television network, which has quoted NACTA and warned that terrorists are 

planning a VBIED attack on an 'unspecified important government department' in the 
near future. Adding on to the security woes, numerous reports highlighting Karachi's 

notoriety as a hub for narcotics trade in Pakistan wouldn't provide much comfort to 

the participating nations either! Further, two recent developments cogently 
foreground Pakistan's hypocritical, and somewhat questionable commitment to peace 

and stability. Recently, the Pakistani Supreme Court acquitted Ahmed Omar Saeed 
Sheikh, the abductor and murderer of Wall Street Journal reporter Daniel Pearl to 

international opprobrium. Secondly, according to reports, on January 8, 2021, the 

Anti-Terrorism Court at Gujranwala ordered the arrest of Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) 
chief Masood Azhar on charges of terror financing. Experts indicate that the Pakistani 

court's actions are clearly linked to the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) beginning 
the process to review Islamabad's efforts to counter terror financing and money 

laundering in the recent weeks. In light of these developments, Pakistan hosting an 

exercise called, 'Aman', meaning 'peace' seems morally fraught at the least. One should 
recall that the terrorists who used the sea route to orchestrate the 26/11 attack on the 

Indian city of Mumbai came from Pakistan. It would be interesting to also note that in 
November 2020, Pakistan's top investigating body, the Federal Investigation Agency 

(FIA) had admitted that 11 terrorists involved in the 26/11 Mumbai attacks were 

Pakistanis. In addition, it still figures in the FATF Grey List for terror financing. 
Internally, the media has been rife with reports of Pakistan's castigation of places of 

worship belonging to non-Islamic denominations. Recently, on December 30, 2020, 
more than 1,000 Pakistani citizens led by a local cleric belonging to the Jamiat Ulema-

i-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F) attacked, looted valuables and demolished the Krishna Dwara 

temple, despite the Pakistan Hindu Council having alerted local authorities. Given 
these on-ground facts, one wonders whether Aman-21 is nothing more than an 

exercise in self-deception. 

Apples and Oranges 
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The relentless 'India- obsession' that most Pakistani thinkers and journalists suffer 
from include even the Pakistani PM Imran Khan. Given the Pakistan PM's recent 

outburst at the 74th session of the UN General Assembly, it can safely be surmised that 
reason and logic become the first casualties of such obsession. Comparisons between 

Aman-21 and Ex-Malabar compromises logic for rhetoric, and choosing jingoism over 

substance. Ex-Malabar started as a bilateral exercise, established in 1992, between the 
Indian Navy and the US Navy. Over the years, given the commitment of the two navies 

towards freedom of navigation and good order at sea, the exercise has today grown to 
include other like-minded naval powers such as Japan and Australia which share the 

common belief of rules-based international order. Here, like-minded means 

'democracies'. Thus, positioning Ex-Malabar as a symbol of 'Indian hegemony' in the 
IOR is not only misinformed, but also betrays a dysfunctional understanding of 

modern-day geopolitics. With regard to Aman-21, what Pakistan needs to understand 
is that by conducting an exercise to merely "project a positive image", with little on-

ground capital to back its initiatives, rings hollow. For instance, Ex-Malabar is only a 

part of the larger narrative that India and the Indian Navy fulfill in the IOR. These are 
augmented by sincere efforts towards genuinely fostering peace and stability in the 

region. For instance, earlier in 2020, as part of PM Modi's vision of SAGAR (Security 
And Growth for All in the Region) and Indian Navy's reputation as the Preferred 

Security Partner, India undertook three Covid-related outreach Missions to provide 

food and medical aid; SAGAR-I to five IOR nations, SAGAR-II to four East African 
nations and SAGAR-III to two South-East Asian nations. The SAGAR-IV mission ro 

Comoros and Madagascar is presently being undertaken by the Indian Navy's largest 
amphibious platform INS Jalashwa. The Navy also deployed a warship in the 

conflicted waters off Somalia to escort food-aid vessels of UNWFP, the 2020 Nobel 

Peace Laureate. 

Likewise, Exercise Samudra Setu entailed evacuation of 3,992 Indian citizens by 
Indian Naval ships in the aftermath of the outbreak of Covid-19, while the Indian Navy 

has been an integral part of the ongoing 'Vaccine Maitri' initiative, which has already 
supplied the two indigenously manufactured vaccines to over 15 countries including 

Oman, Kuwait, Bahrain, Mauritius, Seychelles, Sri Lanka and Bhutan. In an 

unsurprising gesture of goodwill, India has also offered its vaccine to locally-posted 
Chinese and Pakistani diplomats. 

To Conclude 

Modern day geopolitics is more than a matter of who has a bigger gun. It entails 

fostering genuine goodwill through sincere efforts. Perhaps, Pakistan should bear this 
in mind the next time it organizes an orgy of photo ops for the world, while a pitched-

existential battle in the form of terrorism, hunger and poverty rages on within. 

Source: Daiji World; 23 March 2021 

 

https://www.daijiworld.com/news/newsDisplay?newsID=816219
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REMOVAL OF OFFSET OUT OF DEFENCE 

ACQUISITION PROCEDURE 2020 IS 

BENEFICIAL: SAAB'S MD OLA RIGNELL 

- Manish Kumar Jha 

Let’s begin the discussion on the Swedish Prime Minister’s interaction 

with PM Modi. There obviously seems to be a renewed interest in the 
Sweden’s offer in terms of defence cooperation. What did they discuss? 

Ola: It was a virtual meeting between Prime Minister Modi and the Swedish Prime 

Minister Stefan Löfven. One of the things that was discussed was defense cooperation 

between the two countries. Since 2014, India and Sweden have a joint agreement to 
develop on different areas of interest, one of which is defense. In line with that both 

sides have reiterated that they should look into defense cooperation and also to look 
into development of the two Indian defense corridors. 

During the virtual summit, Prime Minister of Sweden pitched Gripen with 

new commitment regards to Make in India configuration and about 
setting up the entire ecosystem. If we talk about MMRCA 2.0, there has 

been new line of jets in the competition. What is the new commitment for 

Gripen as far as India is concerned in terms of technology and 
investment? 

Ola: Our offer consists of producing of 114 aircraft for the multi-role fighter aircraft 

requirement for IAF or which is popularly called as the MRFA.  As our RFI depicts the 
first 18 would be development in the country of the OEM. The remaining 96 will be 

produced by India. Saab will of course honour the arrangement to a 100%. We will not 

only support a design, development, and a production facility but also offer in-country 
support. We will not only transfer all capability for building the Gripen fighter for the 

MRFA programme but also for developing different aspects of an aircraft that will 
support other indigenous programmes. Saab will hand over full capabilities to India 

which is not licensed production but is actually handing over of capabilities which was 

also stressed by our Prime Minister, should India and Sweden join hands in defence. 
It is at least a 40 year long commitment, not only between the two governments but 

between Indian Government and the Swedish industry, primarily Saab.  

When it comes to the financial commitment, we see media reports about 
SAAB with respect to disruption in the supply chain of Gripen E due to 

COVID19. Some of your sub-contractors have defaulted. With regards to 
Gripen for India how do you see such a billion-dollar investment taking 

shape and how robust will your financial commitment be? 

Ola: Saab’s Q3 results was announced in October 2020 when the CEO announced that 

Saab had some reservations, of about one and a half billion SEK or roughly $200 
million which was due to some Saab contractors having issues supplying us with spares 

or material. It was also an effect of the downturn in civil aviation. But on February 12, 
2021 Saab presented its full year result which was very good. We have increased our 

order intake, our sales, so overall cash flow was good. Saab has very good financial 
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standing. With a deal like Gripen we do not see any financial issue. Saab along with 
the Swedish government can offer some over favourable financial setups which we 

have done with other countries as well.  

India is scouting for the aero engine, once the offset with Rafale failed to 
materialize which they promised to deliver and which has not happened 

so far. Now, yours is again 414- GE engine and India also procures for the 

Tejas program from GE. As far as India is concerned what would be SAAB 
contribution and commitment in this direction because this is such a key 

advanced technology India is looking for and how would you build up the 
case for that? 

Ola: For our offer to the Indian air force for the Gripen E/F, that aircraft is equipped 

with a General Electric 414. It's the same engine that India is planning to have on the 

LCA Mk 2. Now General Electric is one of our Tier 1 sub-suppliers. So they are fully 
committed to support our program in India. We have a full commitment from General 

Electric to support us for the Gripen fighter. 

When Saab commits engine collaboration with India what is the terms of 
commitment? Like Saab has a commitment from General Electric for its 

Gripen E/F.  

Ola: There is a contract between Saab and General Electric for providing the engine 
GE-414 for Gripen E and F. Saab being an overall manufacturer of the aircraft makes 

a commitment to keep the platform running for at least 40 years. In fact, the RFI 

stipulates 50 years of operation for the MRFA. General Electric has back to back 
agreement with Saab to supply engine for the programme for 50 years as well. 

But you don’t commit the TOT [aeroEngine] with General Electric for this 

particular program-MRFA? 

Ola: When it comes to the ToT from General Electric that should be raised with them. 
But as the manufacturer of the aircraft, we will offer full transfer of capabilities for the 

entire aircraft to India.  

Could you talk about specifically in terms of the naval platforms? What are 
you offering to the Indian Navy from SAAB?  

Ola: First of all, with the Indian Navy, we have already delivered to the Indian Navy is 

superstructure for some of the Indian Navy's corvettes. So there is a carbon fiber 
superstructure and when I say superstructure, it's everything that, you know where 

you're having all the control rooms and so forth. So that has been delivered already. 

What we are now talking with Indian Navy about is for future needs, we’re willing to 
offer to them different versions of our surface ships. Be it more corvettes, be it Combat 

Boat 90 which is a very high speed surface vessels that you can use for, you know, 
assault missions by your Indian Navy Marines. You can use it for border control or 

Marine police for the coast guard. It could be both coast guard, it could be Marine 

police, it could be Indian Navy. It’s up to the customer, how they want to use it. This 
design is operational in a lot of countries worldwide and it's very intellectual or 

intelligent design using water jets. So there are different naval designs that we have in 
use in India or elsewhere that we would like to develop with Indian Navy and Indian 
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Navy being one of the biggest navies and also an expanding Navy and you have a big 
coast to actually cover.  

I am aware of some of the breakthrough research in the underwater 

vehicle-- autonomous vehicle& remotely operated vehicle which have lot 
of application on defence side, but also seabed mining? How does Saab’s 

underwater autonomous vehicles work? 

Ola: One part of Saab is the Kockum shipyard which belongs to SAAB since some years 

back. They are expert on submarines but we also have a different part of SAAB called 
SAAB underwater. They are responsible for designing and producing either remotely 

controlled underwater vehicles or fully autonomous underwater vehicles. Now the 
fully autonomous underwater vehicle is in operation today in a lot of countries 

worldwide and that vehicle is capable of either appearing as a submarine. So you can 

actually train your Navy against submarine threat. They will appear and can make it 
appear as a nuclear submarine or a smallest conventional submarine because you can 

electronically decide how much echoes that the vehicle should give. You can also equip 
the same vehicle with mine reconnaissance packs, so they can actually autonomously 

scan a certain volume of the sea floor or sea water as it is to look for mines, either 
floating mines or mines laying on the bottom of the sea floor. And when you have 

identified them you can then take action against them. Then to take action against 

them you would utilize a remotely controlled vehicle and we have remotely controlled 
vehicles, both for military use as well as for civil use. But for military use our remote 

control vehicle is capable of you know be launched, go down to the identified position 
of the mine and actually put a very, dedicated charge on that mine, then back off and 

we'll be blow up the hostile mine remotely and from a safe distance. 

So those are already in use with Swedish Navy? 

Ola: We have them in use in several navies in worldwide. Both in Europe and in Asia 

and elsewhere in the world. We are operating both the autonomous vehicles, as well 
as the remotely controlled vehicles. Now, the Indian Navy has a tender right now for 

remotely controlled vehicles. I think there are 10 of those and we have of course 
submitted our bid for that. I think we have a very competitive bid. 

On policy part, DAP 2020 has come up new mechanism and ways of 

procurement. One of the option is leasing out?  Recently, India has leased 
from General Atomics. These are the new ways and modern mechanism to 

optimize costs. Would you be keen on such model as far as these 

technologies and platforms are concerned? 

 Ola: We are open to discuss leasing options for our different products. Today, for 
example, the Swedish Government is leasing our fighter aircraft to NATO countries. 

We have a long experience of leasing out commercial aircraft. We had a huge leasing 
fleet of commercial aircrafts a few years ago. So we are definitely open to discuss 

leasing with the Indian Armed Forces and I agree with you that the new DAP 2020 

opens up for different kind of leasing setups. So yes, we are definitely willing to discuss 
that. 

You also proposed, somewhere, you'd want to help India in ship design by 

transferring technology in terms of stealth and signature management 



Making Waves 

22 – 28 March 2021       
 

                                                                                    

16                                                                                                                                                
 

system. How advanced is Saab proposition in transferring technology for 
naval design?  

Ola: Well in the same manner as we have done on the fighter program, we have always 

prided ourselves with sharing the technology with the customer. So if we managed to 
sign a deal with the Indian Navy for a certain Naval design and we will then partner 

up with any Indian partner be it Mazagon Shipyard or Goa Shipyard Limited, etc. We 

are willing to transfer our technology into India because we are aware about the DAP 
2020 with the amount of indigenous content. So yes, we will transfer technology to 

India depending on what contract we are in. But we are fully committed to do that and 
that's one thing that we have been priding ourselves with for decades. So I see no issues 

with it.  

One of the things which came up, during the prime minister’s visit which 

got highlighted is advanced light helicopter? SAAB’s collaboration with 
HAL on integrated defense suite has been successful.  How is that 

partnership going? 

Ola: When it comes for the IDAS system that you rightly said, is fully integrated on the 
ALH, the Advance Light helicopter that started quite some time ago and we have been 

supplying HAL with the IDAS suite which is fully integrated into ALH. That's a 
program where we have been working very closely with HAL. We have transferred 

knowledge to HAL and we are still transferring knowledge to HAL. In India, you have 

a huge need of helicopters. The next product from HAL is the light combat helicopter, 
the LCH and of course we are hoping to be part of that program as well.  

I would also like you to talk about the AUV 62. How relevant it is for India? 

If you could give some specifics on this?  

Ola: The AUV 62 is an autonomous underwater vehicle. It's used for training anti-
submarine warfare. It can also be used for scanning the sea bottom for mines or 

anything else you can actually use it for just mapping the sea floor or if you want to 
build a 3D picture of the sea floor. I think that's a product that would be extremely 

suitable for the Indian Navy for protecting your harbors. You have a lot of both import 

and export going in and out of India and to be able to do that you need to protect your 
harbors. I think the AUV 62 would be ideal to do that. 

You have been a keen observer of Indian defense policies and we have seen 

your views on the Strategic Partnership policy which came from SAAB. 
You spoke about the policy in terms of the share holding pattern under the 

Strategic Partnership. How do you look at the Indian defense policy 

ecosystem, evolving specific to OEMs like you? 

Ola: If we look at the DAP 2020, I think it has been a good improvement because now 
the DAP allows 74% FDI, not in all categories but I would say we're more or less in half 

of the categories. They also introduced a new category, the by global manufacturing in 
India, where you are allowed to have 74% FDI, which will give the OEM full control of 

the production and the delivery and of course also then taking full liability for the 

product that you deliver to the Armed Forces. Now the SP process, as you said is not 
changed. We would of course appreciate if the SP policy also would allow 74% or FDI 

because that would give the OEM full control. I'm quite sure that this is a view that is 
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shared not only with Western OEMs, I think most of the OEMS would like to have 
control of the special purpose vehicle. 

How do you perceive the doing away of the Offset clause? 

Ola: Over the last decades, Saab has gone into deals with different customers where 

there have been a fair amount of offset. Normally offset equates that at least a hundred 
percent of the contract value mostly above and so far and we have always managed to 

meet our offset obligations from SAAB. I cannot comment upon other OEMs in India. 

From a SAAB perspective and from my personal perspective, I think that you know the 
removal of offset out of the DAP 2020 is beneficial for the customer because offset of 

course will induce additional cost for the customer.  So from that perspective, I think 
it's good that the offset is removed. For Saab it is not a key issue because as I said 

earlier our transfer of technology is not based on offset, it is actually based on how we 

want to partner with Indian companies or our Indian partner companies and also 
partner with Indian customer for long-term.  

So for us offset is not any major issue.  

Often SAAB is discussed broadly in terms of Air force and Naval systems 

platform. What about the land forces what specific new technology you 
could offer to the Indian land force because they are the ones at the 

frontier? 

Ola: Well if we start with the Indian army, the ground forces, they have been our 
esteemed customers since the mid – seventies, when SAAB actually sold the first 

version of the Carl - Gustaf, which is a recoilless shoulder launch weapon. India is the 
biggest customer of Carl – Gustaf for SAAB. Over the years we have sold new variants 

or new generations of the Carl – Gustaf to Indian army and we look forward to 

continue to work with the Indian army on be it Carl - Gustaf or other versions of the 
shoulder launched weapon. We have a fair amount of different products in that 

portfolio. Of course, we also are a big manufacturer of Signature Management. 
Signature Management is not only Camouflage net or what you would consider 

traditional camouflage net. It's also, how do you protect or how do you hide away from 

heat seeking missiles and from radars detecting you and we have all that technology 
in-house. We are operating together with different Indian customers in that area as 

well. Then of course, you can have electronic warfare suites on for armored vehicles. 
You could have, ground-based radars. We have several different products. One is the 

G1X which is the latest radars for detection of air targets. It could be fighter aircraft. It 

could be of course, UAVs, it could be drones. GIX is a ground-based radar and the G1X 
is using an AESA radar based on gallium nitride. Gallium nitride is a certain material 

that increase the detection range and it also makes the radar more or less maintenance 
free. That is a product that we have promoted into India both for Army and Air force. 

It could be mounted on a vehicle; it could be mounted on an antenna. But it could also 

be mounted on a tripod and it only weighs 150 kilos. So two - three people could 
actually carry this radar and put it on the roof top of a skyscraper or a high rise building 

in Delhi and you would get a full coverage.  The beauty of this radar is that it can detect 
micro UAVs and I'm sure you're aware that UAV  today is one of the big threats, at 

least not from a terrorist perspective because they can carry explosives. So our radar 

managed to actually differentiate between micro UAVs and birds. So we will 
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discriminate the birds but we will keep track of all the micro UAVs and this is 
something that we are promoting into India. 

They are same family of radars?  

Ola: Same family of radars, long range, long detection range, very low maintenance 

and high availability and high reliability. So this is something that we would like to 
offer both to the Indian army and the Indian Air force as well as the Indian Navy 

because we have sea versions of these radar as well. 

Source: businessworld.in; 23 March 2021 
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SHIPPING, PORTS AND 

OCEAN ECONOMY  
 

SUEZ CANAL GROUNDED SHIP TO FACE 

INSURANCE CLAIMS WORTH MILLIONS 
- MI News Network 

The pandemic hit the shipping world is already grappling with tremendous 

congestions and traffic when the Suez Canal event hit them. The maritime industry is 
staring at a huge delay and backlog due to stranded Evergreen stuck in the Suez Canal. 

The owners and insurers of the ships stuck in this logjam are staring at lawsuits and 
claims amounting to millions of dollars. Experts fear that a loss is inevitable as claims 

are bound to arise. Even if the evergreen ship is refloated quickly there will be some 

delay in transit and hence the claims. The 400 m ship ran aground in the Suez Canal 
earlier on Tuesday morning, halting ship movements in the area. As per the statement 

issued by the Suez Canal Authority, the ship couldn’t steer its way out of the dust storm 
and high winds, and ran aground. Global Shipments would be delayed for days because 

of this blockage. As of Wednesday afternoon, the vessel is still aground and authorities 

are still trying to free it. Earlier reports emerged of the ship being partially refloated 
but that turned out inaccurate. 

Insurance Claims Worries the Stranded Ship 

Suez Canal is an important shipping route that acts as a daily transit point for 30% of 

global container shipping volumes. Without this, ships have to take the African Cape 
route to travel between Asia and Europe which takes a week longer. The owner of the 

grounded ship, the Japanese firm Shoei Kisen KK along with their insurers are in deep 
waters as the Suez Canal can claim for revenue loss. “All roads lead back to the vessel,” 

said David Smith, head of marine at insurance broker McGill and Partners. “Container 

ships of this size are likely insured for hull and machinery damage of $100 million to 
$140m, insurance sources say. The ship was insured in the Japanese market”, two of 

the sources said. The salvage operation costs have to be borne by the hull and 
machinery insurer. “It is potentially the world’s biggest ever container ship disaster 

without a ship going bang,” said a shipping lawyer choosing to stay anonymous. At 

present Smit Salvage, a subsidiary of the Dutch marine services company Boskalis is 
entrusted with the salvage operation. The company is sending a 10 membered team to 

Egypt for this purpose. 

Oil Price & Supply Chain Issues 
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Meanwhile, the cargo owners of ships stuck in the logjam will be pressing for claims 
for missed deliveries and loss of perishable goods. “If you have a constant build-up of 

ships, there are massive supply chain issues,” said Marcus Baker, global head, marine 
and cargo at insurance broker Marsh. UK P&I Club, the protection and indemnity 

insurer for the grounded ship Ever Given haven’t made any official statement as of yet. 

Their insurance cover has injury claims, pollution claims under the ambit. Hence these 
insurance claims have to be reinsured through a programme run by the wider 

International Group of P&I Clubs. At present, 30 ships are blocked north of the 
grounded ship and 3 are down south. Dozens more could be implicated around the 

northern and southern entrance of the Suez Canal. 20 oil tankers carrying crude and 

refined products are already affected by this. New Zealand cargo is held up in the 
blockage. David Robb, a supply chain management professor at the Auckland 

University revealed that the congestion and traffic in shipping routes has increased oil 
price by 6% and the Suez Canal blockage will elevate it further. “Shipping schedules 

have quite limited slack and lots of ports including those in New Zealand are already 

facing weeks of delay” said David Robb. 

Threat of Canal Damage 

Added to this, there’s a potential threat of damage to the canal. Photos reveal that the 

port authority had to employ a digger to remove earth and rock from the canal bank to 

free the ship’s now. There could be claims for damage to the canal, said Rahul Khanna, 
global head of marine risk consulting at Allianz Global Corporate & Specialty (AGCS). 

According to AGCS, groundings are the most common shipping incident in the Suez 
Canal. The canal has had 25 groundings in the last 10 years. Insurers are not worried 

about any spillage or pollution claims in the canal at this moment. The technical 

management company Bernhard Schulte Shipmanagement that is looking after the 
grounded ship has ruled out pollution claims stating there isn’t any pollution 

Source: Marine Insight; 25 March 2021 

 

FUJAIRAH CONSIDERS RENEWABLES, LNG 

AS SHIPPING INDUSTRY AIMS TO CUT CARBON 

FOOTPRINT 
-  Surabhi Sahu, Claudia Carpenter and Dania Saadi 

Singapore — The Port of Fujairah and Fujairah Oil Industry Zone are about to study 
what kind of role Fujairah can play in renewables, such as ammonia and hydrogen, as 

the UAE seeks to become a leader in clean fuels. Storage, trading or even production 
are possibilities, Martijn Heijboer, the port's business development manager, said 

March 23 during the 12th International Fujairah Bunkering & Fuel Oil Virtual Forum, 

or FUJCON, 2021, organized by Conference Connection. Fujairah is also "very much 
focused on LNG," and is carefully studying and evaluating opportunities there, he 

added. Fujairah Oil Industry Zone is the authority that manages the land used for 
tanks and refining in the UAE emirate, which has a strategic location outside the Strait 

of Hormuz. The shipping industry is looking to curb its carbon footprint through the 

https://www.marineinsight.com/shipping-news/suez-canal-grounded-ship-to-face-insurance-claims-worth-millions/#:~:text=The%20owner%20of%20the%20grounded,insurance%20broker%20McGill%20and%20Partners.
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use of its fuels, including LNG, ammonia and biofuels, after a fairly successful 
transition to the International Marine Organization's global sulfur limit mandate that 

took effect January 2020. The UAE's Abu Dhabi National Oil Co. said March 4 it is 
exploring opportunities to work with South Korea's GS Energy on blue hydrogen and 

carrier fuel export such as blue ammonia. It didn't specify the use of carrier fuel export. 

In April 2018, the IMO laid out its strategy on greenhouse gas emissions, aiming to cut 
the shipping industry's total GHG emissions by at least 50% from 2008 levels by 2050, 

and reduce CO2 emissions per transport work by at least 40% by 2030. In November 
2020, the IMO's marine environment protection committee strengthened the Energy 

Efficiency Design Index, or EEDI, Phase 3 requirements. 

Fuel options 

In terms of a major future fuel choice worldwide to meet IMO's GHG emission cut 

goals, "I don't think there is one answer," as different vessel types with different 
designs will have different solutions, Mohamed Ali Al Ali, senior VP of ship 

management at ADNOC Logistics & Services, said at FUJCON 2021 LNG will definitely 
have a part to play, he said. 

Japan's Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry struck the first fuel ammonia 

cooperation deal with ADNOC in January as Tokyo intends to develop its supply chain 
of blue ammonia, possibly in the Middle East by the late 2020s. ADNOC is also 

partnering with Abu Dhabi sovereign wealth funds Mubadala Investment Co. and ADQ 

to develop a hydrogen industry in the UAE. ADNOC currently produces around 
300,000 mt/year of hydrogen for its downstream operations and plans to expand it to 

more than 500,000 mt/year. A number of shipowners, big and small, have been 
trialing biofuels, Rahul Choudhuri, managing director, Asia, Middle East & Africa at 

VPS, said at the same event. Having tried it, in terms of operational usage and fuel 

quality, they are fine. One needs to consider the commercial viability of such 
alternatives, he said. "I think biofuel stands a chance; just like VLSFO, it is a drop-in 

fuel. I think LNG is already there; so it will take a portion [of the bunker fuel mix]," he 
said. "But I don't see a silver bullet [in terms of betting on one major fuel]." 

Biofuels cost 

At the same industry event, Richard Matthews, director of consultancy and research 

at EA Gibson Shipbrokers Ltd., noted that biofuels seem to be very expensive. "There'll 
be a large call on that in the aviation industry. So, shipping would probably be willing 

to pay a lower price for that compared to aviation." It will have some role to play but it 

won't be the dominant solution, according to him. "For the next 10 years, I think it's 
going to be LNG...I think ammonia is in vogue at the moment," he said. Hydrogen has 

to be liquefied to such a low temperature that technical issues and costs associated 
with that will be hard to overcome, Matthews said. "Ammonia looks to be promising if 

we can get supply and a reasonable supply at a good price overtime of green and blue 

ammonia," he added. 

Source: spglobal.com; 23 March 2021 

 

https://www.spglobal.com/platts/en/market-insights/latest-news/agriculture/032321-fujairah-considers-renewables-lng-as-shipping-industry-aims-to-cut-carbon-footprint
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VACCINATION ISSUE THREATENS TO SINK 

SHIPPING SECTOR 
-  Jonathan Powell  

The issue of unvaccinated sailors is deepening a global supply chain crisis in the 
international shipping industry, which has warned that half of the world's seafarers 

are from countries where COVID-19 vaccines are not yet available or the rollout is 
slow. Shipping bodies are concerned that the number of seafarers being impacted is 

on the rise due to travel restrictions imposed by governments in response to new 

variants, and calls are now growing to ensure sailors receive priority vaccines. The 
International Chamber of Shipping, a trade association known as the ICS, said it is 

receiving reports that some of the world's 1.7 million seafarers are unable to disembark 
from their vessels as countries introduce vaccine requirements at their borders. 

The ICS told the Financial Times it had learned that some sailors were being blocked 

entry at ports because they had not received a specific COVID-19 vaccine, and that this 

is causing a so-called "crew change crisis" that brings problems for the supply chain. 
Seafarers have kept global trade flowing throughout the pandemic, while the shipping 

industry has been "stretched to its limit in the last year by a virus-driven surge in 
demand for goods amid limited availability of containers", the finance broadsheet said. 

The ICS warned that the latest situation with border controls threatened to edge the 

global supply chain into a deeper crisis following welfare issues for sailors last year. 
Some 400,000 were stranded on their ships in June because of novel coronavirus-

induced restrictions, and the ICS said some have now been stuck at sea for as long as 
two years. It said the situation has improved, though the number is still about 

200,000. The ICS said that as many as 900,000 sailors in the industry are from 

developing nations, where vaccines might not be available for all until 2024. It said 
mariners from developed nations can be vaccinated through national rollouts, but the 

program may be slower in the Philippines, Indonesia and India. 

Quoted in the FT, Guy Platten, secretary-general of ICS, said: "If our workers can't 
pass through international borders, this will undoubtedly cause delays and disruptions 

in the supply chain. We're really scared seafarers will become collateral damage again." 
Shipping companies face a dilemma, as they have no way to secure vaccine supplies. 

The Mediterranean Shipping Company told the FT it is studying the possibility of 

government partnerships, which would mean paying for a vaccine supply that is also 
shared with the general public. Another option may be for shipping companies to 

coordinate efforts through the industry's International Maritime Organisation, which 
has called on states to recognize seafarers as key workers "without delay". So far, only 

55 countries have declared seafarers as key workers, according to maritime news 

source splash247.com. According to the FT, the IMO may be able to seek jabs from the 
World Health Organization-backed COVAX program that supplies vaccines to low-and 

middle-income countries. 

Source: China Daily; 23 March 2021 

 

https://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202103/23/WS60595a26a31024ad0bab0f88.html
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SUCCESS OF IMO 2020 RULE SETS 

MOMENTUM FOR SHIPPING'S 

DECARBONIZATION GOALS: IMO DIVISION 

HEAD 
- Surabhi Sahu, Claudia Carpenter and Dania Saadi 

Singapore — Excellent cooperation and preparation by International Maritime 
Organization member states, ports and the shipping industry's fuel providers was key 

to the successful implementation of the IMO 2020 rule, and has provided a future 

pathway for impending stricter environmental rules and other changes in 
international shipping, Roel Hoenders, head air pollution and energy efficiency of the 

Marine Environment Division at IMO, said.  Since January 1, 2020, the IMO received 
only 59 Fuel Oil Non-Availability Reports, or FONARs, showing very good availability 

of compliant fuels around the world, Hoenders said at the 12th International Fujairah 
Bunkering & Fuel Oil Virtual Forum, or FUJCON 2021, organized by Conference 

Connection. 

"Most of those [FONAR] cases were reported in the first six months of 2020 but we 

actually find very few cases in the last 6-8 months," Hoenders said on March 23. 
"Overall, the number of non-compliance cases is very low...We've heard very positive 

signals from the different port state control MOUs like the Paris MOU and Tokyo 
MOU." Many big ports such as Rotterdam and Singapore have reported a very high 

level of compliance with respect to the global low sulfur mandate, which was also 

positive, he said. In addition, the collapse of global bunker fuel prices in 2020 
supported the implementation of the global sulfur cap as the price spread between 

heavy fuel oil and VLSFO was much lesser than anticipated, Hoenders said. In the first 
half of 2020, there was a decline in the number of reported approved "equivalent 

method" -- approved scrubbers or exhaust gas cleaning systems -- that were reported 

to IMO, Hoenders said. "But actually we've seen that number is picking up again," he 
said. The reported EGCS (approved "equivalent method") by flag states has increased 

from 2,359 in July 2020 to 3,161 by March 1, 2021, making the business case for 
scrubbers, amid rising fuel prices, more favorable, Hoenders said. 

In Singapore, the price differential between HSFO and Marine Fuel 0.5% sulfur 

averaged $298.90/mt in January 2020 as the market was transitioning to the 

IMO2020 mandate. The price differential narrowed to average as low as $60.32/mt in 
September, but recovered to average $103.33/mt in January 2021, and stood at an 

average of $109.43/mt from March 1-23, according to Platts data. "Meanwhile, on the 
basis of IMO's sulfur monitoring program for 2020, we've also noticed that in 2020, 

almost 78% of the fuels tested around the world on the basis of quantity was below the 

0.5% mark," he said. "But we can still see that around 20% of the fuels that were tested 
had a sulfur content exceeding 0.5% and this points to the direction of ships using 

scrubbers that continue to use fuel oils with a higher sulfur content," he said. The IMO 
is still advancing other efforts with reduction of air pollution from ships, Hoenders 

said. New amendments to MARPOL Annex VI on fuel sampling and verification of 
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sulfur content were adopted in November. The IMO is also looking into possible 
VLSFO fuel quality issues and related safety aspects while also assessing the impact of 

VLSFOs on aromaticity, including possible reduction of emissions of black carbon and 
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, or PAH, he said. Another very important work 

stream of the IMO is evaluating the impact of discharge water from the scrubbers, he 

said. "We're working on a harmonized system evaluating the impact of such scrubber 
discharge water in terms of guidelines for the future," he said. 

GHG reduction measures, future action 

"We have a lot of work ahead of us...But we are very happy actually that member states 

have committed to negotiations in virtual mode," he said. "That is a good sign for the 
global shipping industry in order to reduce GHG emissions from that industry." At the 

virtual 75th session of the IMO Marine Environment Protection Committee, or MEPC 

75, in November, amendments to MARPOL VI on early application of Phase 3 of the 
Energy Design Efficiency Index were adopted and enhanced shipbuilding efficiency 

requirements were moved forward from 2025 to 2022 for certain ship types. Among 
other steps, initial consideration was also given to the new proposal from industry 

organizations for the establishment of an International Maritime Research and 
Development Board based on a mandatory $2/mt fuel levy, Hoenders said. 

IMO is working hard to promote the uptake of alternative fuels and putting in place a 

regulatory framework to support the safe and environmentally friendly use of the 

different alternative fuels -- biofuels, LNG, hydrogen, ammonia -- he said. The MEPC 
76 will consider both short-term and mid-long term measures for GHG emission cuts, 

Hoenders said. It will consider a work plan and working arrangements to organize 
future discussions on GHG reduction measures; among those is a proposal for the use 

of global market based measures, he said, adding that the IMO had received a proposal 

by the Marshall Islands and the Solomon Islands for a levy of $100/mt per CO2-
equivalent in order to promote the uptake of alternative fuels by the global shipping 

industry. 

Source: spglobal.com; 23 March 2021 

 

WHO WILL WIN SHIPPING’S BATTLE FOR 

DATA? 
- Iain Gomersall 

Organisations that have capitalised on the true value their data are reaping the benefits 
- 5 of the top 6 valued companies in the world are data companies. There is a case to 

be made that data is more precious than the most valuable commodities – and like any 
commodity, when it is processed and packaged as a product, its value soars. 

So why is the shipping industry lagging behind? 

In a recent discussion with the Innovation Lead at the Port of Antwerp, Piet Opstaele, 

he indicated that it was perhaps more difficult for maritime businesses to make large 
returns. Some maritime companies believe they can make money from selling or 

https://www.spglobal.com/platts/en/market-insights/latest-news/coal/032321-success-of-imo-2020-rule-sets-momentum-for-shippings-decarbonization-goals-imo-division-head
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streaming their data, but he argues that this approach is counterproductive. "We have 
to look at it from the perspective that if everyone shares their data, the overall system 

and performance becomes better, and everyone in the industry benefits,” he said. "We 
are still at the stage of building confidence that when we openly share data, it might 

not contribute directly to revenue, but it will have a positive effect to the overall 

efficiency." The shipping industry understands that data is valuable, but how is it 
assessing that value? One could argue that there is an expected, or future, value placed 

on data – and that companies therefore understand they need to collect it in order to 
derive value from it as a strategic asset. To find out, we spoke with seven professionals 

working in the maritime industry about data, connectivity and innovation. The experts 

we selected range from research leads and futurists, to heads of innovation and 
technology. We asked one question; who will win shipping’s battle for data? 

This is how they answered. 

Mikhail Lind: Shipping is a very self-organised ecosystem which means that a 

number of different parties are involved. What we need to realise is that the maritime 
sector is always going to be a part of the larger setting of the global supply and 

transportation chain. There is no one winner here. It is rather that these actors need 
to come together and join forces. You cannot think about ships alone. They do not exist 

without ports, and ports don't exist without ships. I believe it will definitely be 

something where everyone will need to join forces in this self-organised ecosystem. 

 

  

 

Bjoern Sprotte: I don't think there is a particular winner in the battle for data. I 

think we can all only win if we collaborate closely. If we share data, we create 

transparency amongst each other. If we really trust each other and there is a good 
cause for it, we can use it to serve the best interests of the public. 

Brius van Driel: I don't have a crystal ball. I don't think that I can predict that, but 

I also don't believe this will be a win or lose situation. It will be a win-win situation 
where if we model the data that everybody needs correctly and in a way that is 

understandable for each party, then we can all benefit from the advantages of being 

able to connect in a more agile way. 

Geir Isene: End customers will win the data war. They are going to win because they 

are generating the data, and they are going to wake up to the fact that they have been 

exploited - as happened with Facebook and Cambridge Analytica. Through missteps 
like that people are getting more aware that their data is more valuable, and they are 

going to take the steps necessary to retain ownership of that data. 

Paul van Vessem: In the end I think there is not really one winner. The only way for 
the process to work in my opinion, and also from the viewpoint of the market, is if it is 

a joint or co-operative effort. The whole supply chain between ports, shippers, and 

charterers has to be informed – they have to be able to make decisions based on data. 
It is also key to have usable data. We have clients who do 50,000 voyage cost 

calculations a week. We also have clients with 10 ships who have a completely different 
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way of managing their business. In the end it will be a combination of all parties 
coming together and finding the best solution for all. 

Parag Khanna: It should be all of the above. One way to think about it is to view data 

itself as an auxiliary business in many ways. For example, logistics providers are 
already critical to managing and optimising shipping loads. The role that data, third 

party providers and platforms have, has really helped to bring more participants to 

utilisation in the shipping industry, which is critical in the long term. Naturally, ship 
owners and operators should be harnessing data much more to be as efficient as 

possible. In the end, that can lead to cost savings, and potentially, savings for 
customers as well. 

Andrew Faiola: I don't necessarily see it as a battle. In terms of first principles, 

whoever- or whatever - is producing the data, owns the data. That's the first piece. Now 

the data is being produced, if it sits in isolation, it's not going to be as useful to 
stakeholders. In the aviation environment, Rolls Royce supplies engines to many 

different airlines. These airlines don't necessarily want Rolls Royce to share the data 
which is generated from their aircraft with other airlines that are also using Rolls 

Royce engines. However, Rolls Royce want to be able to aggregate data from all their 
engines across all airlines and aircraft that are using particular models of engines. The 

larger the data set they have the more insights they derive from that. Ultimately, that 

enables them to deliver a more reliable, higher quality service to all their customers. I 
think the shipping environment might be experiencing a similar dilemma. How are we 

going to get over that hump? If a ship has a powerplant on it which is producing a large 
amount of data, who owns that data may depend on the commercial structure around 

the vessel. In my opinion, it's less a battle for data than it is a tug-of-war – we just need 

to find a balance of how companies share data. There is also a general understanding 
that when you talk about raw data, this sits with the owner or producer of that data. If 

you are manipulating that data to create actionable insights, however, then ownership 
of that does not necessarily sit with the producer of the data. But I should expect that 

the owner or producer of the raw data is benefiting in some way so as to make that 

sharing of the raw data worthwhile and of value. Whether it’s consulting companies or 
a company we have not even heard of yet, it will be about who can dip into these lakes 

of data, manipulate the information, and pull out actual insights that people can use 
to run their businesses better. It could very well be a company that has come from 

another sector or environment. They could bring something totally new to the 

industry, something that has been well proven in other industries, and that is able to 
deliver data intelligence for companies in the maritime sector. 

Source: seatrade-maritime.com; 23 March 2021 

 

 

 

https://www.seatrade-maritime.com/big-data/who-will-win-shippings-battle-data
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MARINE ENVIRONMENT 
 

UNLEASHING BLUE ECONOMY FOR 

NATIONAL GROWTH 
- Adm (Retd.) R K Dhowan 

The Blue Economy is envisaged as the integration of Water-based Economy included 

Inland Water Body & Ocean Economy development with the principles of social 
inclusion, environmental sustainability, and innovative, dynamic business models”. 

The development of the Blue Economy holds immense promise for the Indian 

Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). The Indian Ocean is the world’s preeminent seaway 
for trade and commerce. It is also endowed with a wealth of natural resources, which 

are, yet, largely untapped. The development of the Blue Economy in the Indian Ocean 
region is expected to yield several benefits for India. 

THE BLUE ECONOMY: INDIA’S AGENDA 

India’s maritime assets and interests play a vital role in India’s growth story. Its 

maritime assets span across a 7,517 km long coastline interspersed with 1,398 islands, 
9 coastal States, 4 Union Territories, and 77 districts which is home to 18% of India’s 

population. Several critical infrastructures such as nuclear plants, refineries, 

megacities, and vital security installations dot its coastline. Its EEZ, which presently 
encompasses 2.2 million sq. km is slated to grow to 3.1 million sq. km. Its inland 

waterways have a route length of 14,000 km. Its 50 lacs fishermen toil to produce 50 
million tonnes of marine production. Its EEZ holds 46% and 61% of balance 

recoverable reserves of crude oil and natural gas respectively. Its coastline has 13 

major ports and more than 200 minor ports handling about 1,200 million tonnes of 
cargo and more than 120,000 ships and crafts annually carrying 66% of the world’s 

oil, 50% of global container traffic, and 33% of the world’s cargo traffic ply in the 
surrounding seas. India has invested in various geographies for resources and 

infrastructure projects. India also has territorial rights in Antarctica with research 

station Maitrii set up in 1989 and Bharati in 2012. It regularly runs scientific missions 
to these outposts. India is an Observer in the Arctic Council. India has the second-

largest diaspora in the world with about 30 million spread across most countries in 
the world. Notably, 94% of NRIs and 99.7% of PIOs reside in coastal nation-states and 

territories adding to the nation’s maritime links and interests. 

The very nature of the maritime sector makes all countries with access to the seas a 
veritable neighbor to every other country. Developing workable partnerships and 

environmentally sound socio-economic models of development that leverage 

technology and knowledge, provides access to ocean resources, promotes free trade 
and commerce, and aims towards achieving a fair, universal, and rules-based maritime 

system, with India’s maritime neighbors is vital to achieving sustainable and equitable 
growth and development of India. 
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With its northern borders protected by the Himalayan mountains, India’s maritime 
borders are also it’s sole opening to the world of trade and commerce.  India is also 

prone to cyclonic storms and other marine disasters and is subject to terrorism, piracy, 
drugs, arms and human smuggling, illegal fishing, dumping of toxic and nuclear 

wastes, Illegal Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing by foreign vessels, and 

confronts a delicate security situation in the region. The Indian Ocean has emerged as 
the global economic highway.  It is the third-largest water body spanning an area of 

68.5 million sq. Kms, which is rich in oil and mineral resources, and countries on the 
rim of the ocean are home to nearly one-third of humanity. India has sizeable 

diplomatic interests in the Indo-Pacific and has international obligations under the 

UNCLOS, Search and Rescue, seabed mining, counter-piracy, etc in the region. 
Economic threats and opportunities are on the horizon with the increasing 

belligerence of some countries and their forays into the Indian Ocean. How best India 
negotiates these challenges and opportunities will depend upon developing a sound 

maritime understanding of the stakes involved. India has vast maritime interests, 

which have a vital relationship with the nation’s economic growth. 

In this milieu, India’s maritime interests can be broadly divided into four categories. 
First, is to ensure uninterrupted access to commodities and markets; Second, 

unchallenged sovereign rights to its EEZ and freedom of navigation and overflight in 
the global oceanic commons; Third, ensure continued uncontested peace and stability 

in the region; and Fourth, security for the unimpeded socio-economic sustainable 

progress of the nation and the prosperity of its people. However, these assets and 
interests come at a cost – to the environment, ecology, and the economy. The maritime 

sector directly impinges upon several of the Sustainable Development Goals notably 
Poverty, Hunger, Clean Water and Sanitation, Affordable and Clean Energy, Decent 

Work and Economic Growth, Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure, Sustainable 

Cities (especially coastal cities), Climate Action, and Life below water. The route 
sustainable development is clearly the Blue Economy Model of economic growth. 

SAGARMALA 

In recent years, under the leadership of Honourable Prime Minister Shri Narendra 

Modi, there have been series of much-needed initiatives and intense activity in the 
maritime domain, such as the SAGARMALA and SAGAR programs of the 

Government. These coupled with foreign policy initiatives such as the transition from 
‘Look East’ to the ‘Act East policy, the reorganization and revitalization of the 

BIMSTEC, the recent creation of a QUAD for regional stability, the transfer of a 

submarine to Myanmar, and signing significant maritime operational agreements with 
Japan and the United States.   These initiatives will act as catalysts to strengthen 

India’s geopolitical credentials. When coupled with the sustainable development goals 
and the adoption of a Blue Economy led economic developmental model India’s 

transition to being a credible and responsible maritime power is imminent. Whilst the 

external elements are gradually falling into place India needs to get the internal 
aspects of the Blue Economy Growth Model also in place for the safe, secure, and 

sustainable development of the island, coastal and offshore economy with its upstream 
impact on hinterland assets. Modern Ports with stringent environmental restrictions 

are the foremost requirements. We need to increase our port handling capacity to at 

least 3,500 Million tonnes to support a US$ 5 trillion economy. This also requires the 
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first and last-mile connectivity to be in place. The Sagarmala project, which is a port-
led development initiative based on pillars of port modernization, connectivity, port-

led industrialization, and coastal community development is progressing rapidly and 
already calls are being made to extend the project to the littoral neighborhood. 

INLAND WATER & SHIPBUILDING IN INDIA 

India’s 14,500 km of navigable inland waterways are being rapidly developed. The first 

containerized cargo has already transited on the India-Bangladesh Protocol. Cargo 

ships are routinely ferrying between Farakka and Haldia and these are significant 
developments. Shipbuilding and shipping is another sector that is a key pillar of the 

Blue Economy. India’s record has considerable scope for improvement. The modal 
share of coastal shipping has the potential to improve to 33% by 2035 from about 6% 

today. Similarly, EXIM cargo valued at the US $ 56 billion in freight costs being paid 

to foreign shipping countries should be transferred to Indian shipping companies 
plying Indian-built ships. India’s 27 shipyards must be reenergized and if required 

recapitalized to commence production of ships. A national development bank for 
shipping and shipbuilding is a vital necessity to ensure low-cost fiancé to shipyards 

and shipping companies. Long-term contracts of Affreightment to make these ship 
purchases viable are required between user departments and shipping companies. It 

is time to announce a sunset date for cabotage so that old and polluting foreign ships 

do not ply Indian cargo anymore. The warship building industry in India is firmly 
anchored on self-reliance and indigenization and has matured rapidly to make a 

variety of ships. This strength must be leveraged to export Indian warships and crafts 
to friendly countries. 

COASTAL COMMUNITY 

The fishing industry is another sector that provides significant opportunities for 

growth. India has approximately 250,000 fishing boats, with 4 million active 

fishermen and 14 million people as part of the fishing community. India is the second-
largest fish-producing nation and suitable technology must be adopted for its 

sustainable growth. Deep-sea fishing is another avenue where India could cooperate 
to harness the Blue Economy. This would also result in coastal community 

development and enhanced employment opportunities in the fishing sector. The 

Government has announced the National Fishery Policy in October 2020 for public 
consultations. Our islands are not only the strategic outposts of our country but also 

offer immense economic potential and can be a source of livelihood for thousands of 
our citizens. The Integrated Island Management Plan (IIMP) is a vital instrument for 

the development of our islands. It is also important that the infrastructure and 

facilities developed in these islands are dual-use, safe, secure, and sustainable. The 
Navy has a large reservoir of experience, expertise, resources, and capabilities that can 

be gainfully leveraged for the sustainable development of the islands. India’s EEZ also 
provides offshore energy resources, and we have oil and gas exploration areas off the 

West and East coast of India.  India has also been allocated deep seabed mining areas 

in the Central Indian Ocean and these sectors are likely to register significant growth 
in the coming years. Renewable ocean energy is another niche sector with immense 

scope in the future. This includes tidal and waves energy and ocean thermal energy 
conversion. Therefore, while India is focused on the economic development of its 

maritime interests it is also committed to traveling down the path of sustainable 
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development. The SDG 14 is directly relevant to sustainable oceans, whilst many other 
SDGs of livelihoods, poverty, food, etc. are also related to the maritime sector. These 

have to be factored into India’s growth story. Whilst the economic activities are being 
developed rapidly it is also important to ensure that security, stability, safety, and 

sovereignty issues are not overlooked. The seas are no longer a benign medium and 

globalization has led to the vulnerability of the oceans. The threats and challenges in 
the maritime domain are as wide and varied as they come and include, piracy, 

maritime terrorism, arms trafficking, drugs smuggling, human trafficking, and 
poaching. The instabilities and turbulence on land in some parts of the Indian Ocean 

have the potential to spill over into the maritime domain and the situation can best be 

described as ‘FRAGILE’. It is the responsibility of the Indian Navy and the Indian 
Coast Guard to ensure that this situation remains stable and secure. Another challenge 

is that the waters of the Bay of Bengal and the Indian Ocean are prone to natural 
disasters. The Navy and the Coast Guard have to be ready for rapid response to provide 

humanitarian assistance and disaster relief. 

Given the recent geopolitical realities, the Indian Ocean has assumed a new salience 

for global peace. There exist several mechanisms for the maintenance of peace and 
stability and promote cooperation between like-minded nations who believe in the rule 

of law. The Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS) is a forum for discussion and 
cooperation between navies of the region.  Over the years the IONS has grown with a 

membership of navies from 22countries and four observers’ nations. The IONS has the 

potential to provide an effective template to promote cooperation in the maritime 
domain in the Indian Ocean Region to further the Blue Economy development model. 

The Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) is another organization that provides the 
avenue for strengthening maritime cooperation between countries of the Indian Ocean 

Region. Incidentally, 20 members of IORA also have their navies as members of IONS, 

and recent years have witnessed some synergy between IONS and IORA for promoting 
maritime cooperation. The promotion of a Blue Economy is a vital charter of the IORA 

Member states. 

ROLE ON UNDERWATER DEVELOPMENT FOR NATIONAL GROWTH 

Optimum and efficient utilization of water resources is at the core of the blue economy. 
The rising importance of the Blue Economy in global activities represents a great 

opportunity for innovation, be it in coastal management, navigation assistance, or 
biodiversity protection. The Blue Economy represents an opportunity to boost the 

local economy and create jobs in knowledge-intensive economic sectors. The creation 

of new services is really needed in order to better tackle the challenges faced by coastal 
regions and inland water bodies to achieve their unleash business opportunities and 

boost the local economy. Both local and regional authorities should therefore not 
hesitate in investing even more into the adoption of innovative technologies. It is 

indispensable to promote and enhance collaboration between the various actors of the 

value chain to develop strong and vibrant local economies. 

The ocean is the last frontier for economic development in the world. The assumption 
of blue economy revenue of India will be 1 trillion US$ every financial year for the next 

ten years. With their enormous resources, oceans are the ultimate frontier that shall 
help to transform the economy of the society from scarcity to abundance. With the 

extended Exclusive Economic Zone, India’s Ocean jurisdiction equals the land area. 
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Hence an integrated approach with a long-term vision, technology, management, 
monitoring, and time-bound regulatory reforms are essential for building a sustained 

blue economy for India. It is beyond doubt that the upcoming blue economy shall serve 
as a growth catalyst for the robust Indian economy envisioned to reach US$10 trillion 

by 2030. 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, India has a significant potential to harness the full potential of the Blue 

Economy in the national interest. The government has taken major steps and launched 
several initiatives in this direction. The Honourable Prime Minister has launched a 

dynamic initiative of Swachh Bharat (Clean India).  We need to extend the concept to 
Swachh Sagar (Clean Oceans). This could be a people’s movement where we draw up 

an action plan and motivate every citizen and maritime agency to contribute towards 

cleaning our coastal areas and extend the concept to ensuring clean oceans or ‘Swachh 
Sagar’ for our future generations. However, maritime issues are complex and require 

substantial resolution of jurisdiction and deconflicting so that the Blue Economy 
Model of development is efficiently, economically, and effectively implemented. 

For this apex level directions for integration of resources, coordination of effort, and 

harmonization with global treaty obligations is essential. Since multiple Ministries, 
Departments and Authorities are direct stakeholders of the Indian maritime 

ecosystem, an apex level authority to oversee its implementation is required.  Such an 

apex level organization, given the complexity of maritime matters and the character of 
the Blue Economy and multifarious stakeholders with multiple interests at both Centre 

and State level, should be chaired by the Prime Minister of India with appropriate 
representation of the Ministries of Central Government and the Governments of the 

Coastal States and Union Territories. A suitable Secretariat, under a Chief Maritime 

Commissioner and staffed with domain experts, should be created to coordinate, and 
integrate the planning process of various departments and agencies for sustainable 

development of India’s Blue Economy Model of growth so as to enable India to emerge 
as a resurgent maritime nation. 

The rising importance of the Blue Economy in global activities represents a great 

opportunity for innovation, be it in coastal management, navigation assistance, or 

biodiversity protection. All water bodies, including lakes, rivers, canals, dams and 
brackish water bodies, seas, and the coastal regions are unique resources, yet neglected 

and often forgotten. The Blue Economy represents an opportunity to boost the local 
economy and create jobs in knowledge-intensive economic sectors. The creation of 

new services is really needed in order to better tackle the challenges faced by coastal 

regions and inland water bodies to achieve their unleash business opportunities and 
boost the local economy. The uninhabited islands will be leased out by the central 

government to the state government exclusively for smart city development and other 
economic activities, based on the investments of secured governance strategy. The 

smart cities on Island will help the Indian Economy to provide long-term funding and 

more employment opportunities in the future. The inland water bodies are expected 
to gain more from the blue economy orientation in their development policies. Set up 

Mini HUBs in every 5 km of inland waterways. It will act as a self–sustained economic 
growth center and provide huge employment opportunities for the local community. 

Mini HUB such as amusement park, Yoga center, Mini food court, Cinema halls, 
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children’s water park, etc. besides, it includes Small scale economic activities like food 
processing industry, boat & fishnet repairing center, mini market, shopping malls, etc. 

Both local and regional authorities should therefore not hesitate in investing even 
more into the adoption of innovative technologies. It is indispensable to promote and 

enhance collaboration between the various actors of the value chain to develop strong 

and vibrant local economies. 

Source: thepolicytimes.com; 28 March 2021 

 

HOW WILL COMMERCIAL FISHING 

PRESSURE AFFECT SKIPJACK TUNA? 
- Christopher Pollon 

On the western fringes of Tuna Alley, the skipjack are about to fly. As a fishing boat 

moves through the Molucca Sea, off the coast of the Indonesian island of Sulawesi, two 

crewmen fling shovelfuls of tiny baitfish overboard, stoking a foaming tuna feeding 
frenzy. More than 20 fishermen—barefoot, cigarettes clenched in teeth, and not a life 

jacket in sight—perch on the prow, whipping long, flexible fishing poles overhead. 
They hook and pull the tuna out of the water in graceful arcs, releasing the fish onto 

the deck of the boat and returning their barbless hooks to the ocean with a fluid, 

uninterrupted motion. Not a single line ever seems to get crossed as about 100 of the 
torpedo-shaped, purplish-blue–backed fish hit the deck every minute. Catching one 

tuna at a time by a crew of individual fishers on a boat—referred to as “pole and line” 
on some canned-tuna labels—is about as sustainable as tuna fishing gets. It avoids the 

massive by-catch of sharks, turtles, and other sea creatures associated with many other 

tuna fisheries, and guarantees the fish are in immaculate condition for market, since 
they’re immediately put on ice. After a day or two on the water, the boat will return to 

harbor at Bitung, a city in North Sulawesi. The tuna are destined for a local cannery, 
where they will be cleaned, cooked, canned, and ultimately shipped to supermarkets 

across the European Union and North America, the two largest markets for canned 

tuna in the world. 

The fishermen’s quarry, the humble skipjack, is the smallest commercially exploited 
tuna and the most abundant of the world’s 15 tuna species. Even if you don’t recognize 

the name, there’s a good chance that if you have tuna in your cupboard, this is it. At a 
maximum weight of just over 30 kilograms, about the size of a bull terrier—but 

reaching maturity at less than two kilograms—skipjack seem unremarkable next to the 

charismatic and much-desired Pacific bluefin, which can grow to three meters and 
weigh as much as a large grand piano. But skipjack possess twin superpowers—fast 

growth and impressive fecundity relative to their bigger tuna cousins—which has 
helped to sustain their abundance despite being the most caught tuna on Earth. 

Skipjack accounted for about half of the nearly seven million tonnes of tuna (and tuna-

like species, including some mackerel) harvested globally in 2018, the most recent year 
for which catch numbers exist. Skipjack are found throughout the world’s tropical and 

subtropical waters, including the Atlantic and Indian Oceans, but most are now caught 
in the western and central Pacific Ocean (WCPO), along an approximately 7,400-

https://thepolicytimes.com/unleashing-blue-economy-for-national-growth/
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kilometer band of tropical water known informally as Tuna Alley, which stretches like 
an aquatic thoroughfare from Indonesia eastward through the exclusive economic 

zones of Pacific Island countries and territories including the Solomon Islands. But 
despite their remarkable resilience as fast-growing breeding machines, some 

researchers are warning it’s only a matter of time until skipjack, representing one of 

the planet’s last great oceanic biomasses, are fished into decline in a way similar to the 
cod of Newfoundland or any number of bigger tuna species in the Atlantic and Indian 

Oceans. 

“All industrial fisheries, with very few exceptions, are ultimately drained of life after a 
certain time,” says Daniel Pauly, a University of British Columbia fisheries biologist. 

“They increase and push, push, until they collapse. Why should skipjack tuna be any 

different?” At stake is the future of these fish—which fuel the food chains of billfish, 
shark, and other larger tuna—and the future of a pantry staple that most North 

Americans take for granted as something that will always be one shopping trip away. 
The rise of canned tuna as a fixture in American kitchens began over six decades ago 

when mismanagement of one fishery drove industrial tuna fishers to the world’s 

tropical oceans. It was only with the collapse of California’s offshore sardine fisheries, 
a boom-and-bust fishery immortalized by John Steinbeck’s Cannery Row, that coastal 

Californian canneries increasingly turned their attention to tuna—first albacore and 
eventually other more plentiful species like yellowfin and skipjack. Bob Shanahan, 

senior vice president of global procurement at food supplier Camerican International 

and a fish buyer with over 30 years of experience sourcing tuna for American markets, 
says that canned “tuna fish” became a hit with Americans mostly because it was a 

cheap and healthy form of protein that was mild on the palate. “Americans don’t like 
strong-tasting fish. That’s why the consumers in this country gravitate toward things 

like sole and mahimahi, and why canned tuna took off in such a strong way.” 

Most of the tuna Americans ate was sourced off the coast of California at first, 
Shanahan says, but as canned fish became more popular, imports started coming from 

sources farther afield, including Thailand, Japan, and South Korea. He points to the 

marketing of canned tuna as “chicken of the sea”—both a major tuna brand and an 
advertising catchphrase—as a marketing coup that connected the mild taste of tuna 

with a mainstream aversion to all things fishy. The demand for canned tuna in the 
United States peaked years ago and is currently declining, COVID-19 stockpiling aside. 

To attract new customers, pouches of flavored vacuum-packed fish are replacing 

unflavored fish in cans—a potential appeal to time-harried modern families and people 
who do not own can openers. (StarKist, one of the most popular canned-tuna brands 

in the United States, is leading the transition, currently offering at least 17 flavors in 
pouches, including hot buffalo, bacon ranch, and spicy Korean.) The industry is also 

looking to growth markets in Latin America, Asia, and Eastern Europe, places where 

low cost per unit is even more critical to success than in the United States. 

With this demand—current and potential—skipjack remains the most caught tuna 
species; in the United States alone, at least 60 percent of all canned tuna is skipjack, 

according to Shanahan. Most of the skipjack caught in the WCPO today is harvested 
by purse seining, an industrial fishing method in which dense schools of fish near the 

surface are encircled with a large net and scooped out of the ocean. Beginning in the 

early 1950s, fleets from the United States, South Korea, and Taiwan were the primary 
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tuna purse seiners in the Pacific, but by the 2000s, vessels from China, Ecuador, El 
Salvador, New Zealand, Spain, and the Pacific Islands became active, too. Purse 

seining became even more efficient at catching tuna by the widespread use of fish 
aggregating devices (FADs), which float on the surface and naturally attract skipjack 

and many other marine creatures. Millions of FADs are currently employed in the 

Pacific, where many become lost or abandoned but continue to attract fish. Ecological 
concerns about the by-catch associated with FADs, brought to the public’s attention 

primarily by environmental groups, has led some regulators to ban this approach for 
purse seiners across much of the Pacific. 

Catching by pole and line—a more selective fishery and the primary way tuna were 

caught prior to purse seining—is a more sustainable fishing method, but is of limited 

popularity with consumers. “Pole and line fills only a fraction of the global demand for 
canned tuna, supplying sustainability markets in countries that are willing to pay 

more, primarily in North America and Western Europe,” says Keith Symington, 
fisheries advisor with World Wide Fund for Nature in Vietnam who has worked on 

tuna management and sustainable seafood in Asia-Pacific since 2004. Camerican 

currently sources a limited supply of skipjack caught by pole and line from Tuna 
Alley—including from fisheries in Indonesia—which is sold at Aldi supermarket outlets 

in the United States. Shanahan feels it’s important to support sustainable pole-and-
line fishermen, but notes that this fishing method accounts for a tiny percentage of 

canned skipjack. (Cans or pouches marked “FAD-free” or “free school caught” mean 

the fishermen did not rely on FADs to locate the fish.) 

But for now, the higher production costs in a cutthroat retail environment for 

processed tuna makes the more sustainable option a harder sell, as yet another global 

fishery—and the ubiquitous tins it fills—could be on a now-familiar downward 
trajectory. For the skipjack, at least biology is on their side. If you lined up all the 

skipjack tuna caught in the western central Pacific in 2018, nose to tail, they would 
encircle the planet almost 12 times. Or put another way, if you piled all those fish up, 

nose to tail into the sky, they would touch the surface of the moon—and then surpass 

it by over 80,000 kilometers. With such numbers, it’s difficult to conceive of the scale 
of biomass being removed from the WCPO skipjack stock—let alone imagine that any 

fish population could be resilient in the face of such a harvest. A key to the skipjack’s 
uncanny resilience is a freakishly prolific sex life: they spawn throughout the year in 

tropical waters and from spring to early fall in the subtropics. And perhaps most 

importantly, they grow up fast, meaning females start breeding relatively early in life. 

Depending on body size, a female skipjack can release up to two million eggs at a time. 
They spawn near males that simultaneously release sperm into the water column, and 

they do it not just in favored spawning locations (as do bluefin), but across much of 
their global distribution. And while some skipjack spawn several times a year, others 

can spawn almost every day. They are also not picky about diet—eating squid, fish, 

crustaceans, and even other skipjack. 

Pauly agrees that skipjack are “extraordinary fish that can withstand enormous fishing 
mortality,” but thinks other factors beyond early reproductive age could be bolstering 

their resilience. The removal of so many sharks and bigger tuna—predators and 
competitors, respectively—from the Pacific Ocean since the 1950s could be having an 

uplifting effect on WCPO skipjack stocks. In 2016 alone, more than 80,000 tonnes of 
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blue shark—a species listed as near threatened by the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature—was caught in tuna fisheries in the Pacific Ocean alone. He 

thinks a growing focus on skipjack, and also yellowfin, in places like Tuna Alley 
portends a familiar and inevitable progression of decline that has already played out 

for many other overfished tuna species, such as Indian Ocean yellowfin and southern 

bluefin. In 2020, the Sea Around Us, a global fisheries research initiative led by Pauly 
at the University of British Columbia and created in partnership with the Pew 

Charitable Trusts, updated the first-ever comprehensive global database of 
commercial tuna catches from 1950 to 2016. Catch reached an all-time high in 2014, 

when landings of 7.7 million tonnes were reported. (This statistic is for all tuna and 

tuna-like species, with skipjack and yellowfin—the most caught tuna species—making 
up the bulk of these numbers.) The pressure is now heavily on Tuna Alley, a place, 

Pauly says, where you can still reliably and consistently make large catches. “The 
[Pacific] fishery is hanging on with skipjack and yellowfin like it has done in the 

Atlantic and Indian Oceans in the past, and it will go down, too, one of these days,” he 

says. 

Depending on body size, a female skipjack can release up to two million eggs at a time. 
They spawn near males that simultaneously release sperm into the water column, and 

they do it not just in favored spawning locations (as do bluefin), but across much of 
their global distribution. And while some skipjack spawn several times a year, others 

can spawn almost every day. They are also not picky about diet—eating squid, fish, 

crustaceans, and even other skipjack. Pauly agrees that skipjack are “extraordinary fish 
that can withstand enormous fishing mortality,” but thinks other factors beyond early 

reproductive age could be bolstering their resilience. The removal of so many sharks 
and bigger tuna—predators and competitors, respectively—from the Pacific Ocean 

since the 1950s could be having an uplifting effect on WCPO skipjack stocks. In 2016 

alone, more than 80,000 tonnes of blue shark—a species listed as near threatened by 
the International Union for Conservation of Nature—was caught in tuna fisheries in 

the Pacific Ocean alone. 

He thinks a growing focus on skipjack, and also yellowfin, in places like Tuna Alley 
portends a familiar and inevitable progression of decline that has already played out 

for many other overfished tuna species, such as Indian Ocean yellowfin and southern 
bluefin. In 2020, the Sea Around Us, a global fisheries research initiative led by Pauly 

at the University of British Columbia and created in partnership with the Pew 

Charitable Trusts, updated the first-ever comprehensive global database of 
commercial tuna catches from 1950 to 2016. Catch reached an all-time high in 2014, 

when landings of 7.7 million tonnes were reported. (This statistic is for all tuna and 
tuna-like species, with skipjack and yellowfin—the most caught tuna species—making 

up the bulk of these numbers.) The pressure is now heavily on Tuna Alley, a place, 

Pauly says, where you can still reliably and consistently make large catches. “The 
[Pacific] fishery is hanging on with skipjack and yellowfin like it has done in the 

Atlantic and Indian Oceans in the past, and it will go down, too, one of these days,” he 
says. The question of how to know when we reach that critical juncture is problematic, 

Pauly says, and therein lies a great, recurring tragedy. As long as a fishery has not 

collapsed, the people who say it is stable are seemingly right, until all of a sudden, they 
are not. “People with industry or regulatory agencies will tend to say things are okay. 
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And people more oriented toward conservation—and I’m one of the latter—will say 
things are not okay,” says Pauly. “The skipjack will decide which side is right.” 

This article is from Hakai Magazine, an online publication about science and society 

in coastal ecosystems. Read more stories like this at hakaimagazine.com. 

Source: Smithsonian Magazine; 28 March 2021 

 

WHALE SIGHTINGS AID QUEST TO PROTECT 

WILDLIFE IN INDIAN OCEAN OASIS 
- Reuters 

Then, an underwater microphone picked up a series of unmistakable clicks and 
squeaks. A large pod of the endangered whales was nearby. And from the sound of it, 

they were feeding. The scientists are on a monthlong quest to document whales and 
other marine mammals living around the Mascarene Plateau, hoping to bolster 

arguments for protecting the remote 2,000-km underwater ridge to both fight climate 

change and protect ocean wildlife. 

“We’re actually generating some of the first baseline data for this area on marine 

megafauna, and that feels quite exciting,” said Exeter University biologist Kirsten 

Thompson, one of the scientists on the Greenpeace research expedition. For sperm 
whales, the largest of the toothed whale species, “the only data from this area comes 

from the whaling days,” she said. The group of researchers hopes also to draw attention 
to the UN campaign aimed at persuading countries to protect at least 30% of the 

planet’s land and ocean by 2030. The plateau is a conservation target partly for the 

world’s largest seagrass meadow carpeting its Saya de Malha Bank, which absorbs 
climate-warming carbon dioxide and provides a vast wildlife habitat. Whales, 

meanwhile, are also key to combating global warming. They release tonnes of iron a 
year in their faeces, which feeds CO2-absorbing phytoplankton. 

The Mascarene research is timely. A March 17 paper in the journal Nature maps out 

marine areas teeming with life as conservation targets, and suggests that guarding 

these zones from fishing, shipping, deep sea mining and other human interference 
would protect more than 80% of endangered marine species’ habitats. It would also 

increase global fish catches by more than 8 million tonnes, according to the study. 
Most of the target areas are within territorial waters of over 100 countries around the 

world. But a few like the Mascarene are in international waters. Protecting the 

Mascarene, which is larger than the Great Barrier Reef off the coast of Australia, would 
help safeguard fisheries more than 2,000 km (1,242 miles) away in East Africa, 

another group of researchers argued in a 2019 study in the journal Marine Policy. 
“These protected areas do become a bit like savings accounts. It’s not just about 

protecting turtles and sequestering carbon,” said Douglas McCauley, a former 

fisherman who is now a marine biologist at the University of California Santa Barbara. 

STALLED SANCTUARIES 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/how-commercial-fishing-pressure-affecting-skipjack-tuna-180977275/
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Rising from the ocean depths, the Saya de Malha shelf provides a unique shallow 
habitat in the middle of the high seas, hosting an estimated 3,900 marine species from 

the square-nosed sperm whales to molluscs, analysis by McCauley and colleagues for 
a 2020 study in Marine Policy shows. “Very little is known about the animals that live 

and feed here,” said marine biologist Tim Lewis, who is running the acoustic surveys 

on the Greenpeace voyage. Finding the sperm whales is equivalent to finding much 
more, he said. “If there are sperm whales around, it means that they’re feeding on 

squid, and squid are feeding on plankton.” 

Creating a global network of marine sanctuaries is not likely to be easy. For coastal 
waters, governments need to commit and prioritise areas with abundant marine life -

- those very same areas favoured by fishing interests. Further out in the no-man’s land 

of the open ocean, creating a successful conservation area requires countries to give 
some authority to a central body for its management, said Kristina Gjerde, an advisor 

for the International Union for Conservation of Nature, who is involved with 
negotiations over a planned treaty to protect international waters. 

“The big challenge is some of the fishing states - will they end up trying to water down 

the treaty so much that it won’t have the same scope or ambition?” said Gjerde, who 
did not name specific countries which may attempt to stymie those efforts. The United 

Nations has been working to broker deals on protecting both international and 

territorial waters. But the coronavirus pandemic has frustrated both sets of 
negotiations, and has twice delayed the UN Biodiversity conference, now set for 

October in Kunming, China. The United Nations has held interim discussions on the 
high seas treaty to help delegations better understand others’ negotiating positions as 

they wait for formal talks to resume in August. Nevertheless advocates worry about the 

loss of momentum. “There’s more time for certain industry interests to also mobilise” 
against the effort, said Liz Karan, director of the Pew Charitable Trusts’s high seas 

conservation project. But experts warn that ringfencing specific ocean areas for 
protection may not be enough. Underwater species are also being challenged by 

climate change warming the water and making it more acidic, with some fish species 

already shifting to new ranges to cope. “I have a concern that we identify areas today 
that we think are important, and just draw a line around them, and then say: ‘okay, 

now everything’s fine’,” said Peter Tyack, a marine biologist at the University of St. 
Andrews in Scotland. Chances are, some species will move out of that range. Back on 

the Greenpeace ship Arctic Sunrise, the crew is still scanning the vast ocean horizon 

through binoculars for evidence of life, while also sampling water for future DNA 
testing to determine which species frequent the plateau. Three days after the team 

eavesdropped on the sperm whales hunting squid, the ocean became glassy flat. 
Watchers on the bridge spotted a burst of spray - a sperm whale was ploughing through 

the sunlit waters. It raised its distinctive V-notched tail toward the sky before 

disappearing back into the depths. 

Source: bdnews24.com; 23 March 2021 
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YEMEN'S SOCOTRA ARCHIPELAGO AWAITS 

ECOTOURISTS 
- AFP 

With its lush landscape, distinctive trees, unique animals and turquoise waters home 
to dolphins, Yemen is hoping its Socotra archipelago will become a dream destination 

despite the country's nightmarish conflict. Lying in the Indian Ocean some 200 
kilometres (120 miles) off the Yemeni coast, the four islands and two rocky islets are 

home to some 50,000 people and have remained relatively untouched by the war that 

has devastated the mainland. While most of Yemen is embroiled in a conflict that 
erupted in 2014 between Huthi rebels and the government -- plus the ravages of the 

coronavirus pandemic -- adventurous travellers are showing a growing interest in 
visiting Socotra. Many set off from the wealthy United Arab Emirates, which is close 

to the authorities that control the islands. "Fortunately, Socotra has never been 

affected by the war dynamics of the Yemeni mainland," local travel agency Welcome 
to Socotra told AFP. "No tensions or fights have ever been reported, hence there is no 

reason for tourists to worry." 

Since flights resumed with a chartered Air Arabia aircraft once a week from Abu Dhabi, 
the agency has received "hundreds" of requests, it said. Yemen, already the poorest 

country on the Arabian Peninsula even before the war, has for years been trying to 

develop the archipelago into a hub for ecotourism. But despite the reassuring words 
and the lure of the pure white beaches, Socotra hit the headlines in June 2020 when 

Yemen's UAE-trained southern separatists seized it from the government. The two 
sides have since established a power-sharing deal, substantially dialling down tensions 

in the south. Socotra is located just 250 kilometres (155 miles) from the Horn of Africa, 

and 1,000 kilometres from the southern city of Aden where Yemen's government is 
based. 

It is famed for its unique biodiversity: nearly one-third of its 825 plants and 90 percent 

of its reptile species are considered unique to the island, according to the UN's cultural 
agency UNESCO. The unique and spectacular vegetation, such as the Dragon's Blood 

Tree with its distinctive umbrella-shaped canopy and red sap, has earned it a listing as 
a World Heritage Site. "Socotra is of particular importance to the Horn of Africa's 

biodiversity hotspot," UNESCO says on its website. "As one of the most biodiversity 

rich and distinct islands in the world, (it) has been termed the 'Galapagos of the Indian 
Ocean'." 

Source: digitaljournal.com; 23 March 2021 
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GEOPOLITICS 
 

INDIAN REFINERS BUYING OIL FROM THESE 

NATIONS TO CUT MIDDLE EAST RELIANCE 
- Debjit Chakraborty, Bloomberg 

Refiners in the third-biggest oil importer are snapping up more cargoes from outside 

the Middle East after the government urged them to diversify suppliers with the 
OPEC+ alliance keeping a tight rein on output. Local processors are adding new grades 

and lifting more U.S. oil to pare their reliance on the Middle East, the nation's 

traditional supplier. HPCL-Mittal Energy became the first Indian buyer of Guyanese 
oil, while Mangalore Refinery & Petrochemicals has booked a shipment of Brazil's Tupi 

for the first time. While expanding energy demand makes it imperative for India to 
widen its pool of crude sources, the surprise decision earlier this month by the 

Organization of Petroleum Countries and its allies to extend supply curbs irked the 

government as prices spiked. India, which imports about 90 per cent of its oil 
requirements, has seen record pump prices this year. That's an extra burden as the 

economy takes a heavy hit from the coronavirus pandemic. The results of the far-flung 
spree are starting to show up in cargo movements. Suezmax Sea Garnet, chartered by 

Trafigura Group, is set to arrive in Mundra on India's west coast on April 8, after 
loading 1 million barrels of Liza crude from a floating vessel in Guyana, according to 

data intelligence firm Kpler. Indian purchases from the U.S. more than doubled in 

January on-month, government data show. The country's sophisticated refineries can 
process almost every kind of crude, allowing them to be more adventurous in sourcing. 

“Indian refiners on the whole have been quite progressive in diversifying their crude 
basket over recent years,” said Vandana Hari, founder of Vanda Insights in Singapore. 

“While there may be some political capital right now in advertising the continuing 

diversification, the fact is it was an ongoing process and will remain so, for commercial 
reasons.” Brent crude, which spiked above $71 a barrel earlier this month after the 

OPEC+ decision to maintain supply curbs, was at $63.46 on Thursday. 

Source: NDTV; 25 March 2021 

  

INDIA TERMS SAUDI RESPONSE TO CALL FOR 

MORE OIL SUPPLIES 'UNDIPLOMATIC' 
- Reuters Staff 

NEW DELHI, March 26 (Reuters) - Indian oil minister Dharmendra Pradhan on 
Friday dismissed his Saudi counterpart’s advice to reduce oil stores to tackle high 

crude prices, describing the comment as “undiplomatic.” “I politely disagree with that 

https://www.ndtv.com/business/indian-refiners-hpcl-mittal-energy-and-mangalore-refinery-petrochemicals-buying-oil-from-these-nations-to-cut-middle-east-reliance-2398569
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kind of statement. Certainly India has its own strategy, when and how to use our own 
storage, and we are conscious about our interests,” Pradhan said at an event. Hit hard 

by rising oil prices, Pradhan has repeatedly called on the Organization of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) and its allies, known as OPEC+, to ease supply curbs. He 

has blamed Saudi Arabia’s voluntary production cuts for contributing to a spike in 

global oil prices. OPEC+ decided this month to extend most cuts into April. 
Responding to Pradhan’s request, Saudi energy minister Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman 

suggested India dip into strategic reserves filled with cheaper oil bought last year. 

Source: Reuters; 26 March 2021 

 

IRAN, CHINA SIGN 25-YEAR STRATEGIC 

COOPERATION PACT 
- AFP 

Tehran: Iran and China signed a 25-year "strategic cooperation pact" Saturday in the 

latest expansion of Beijing's flagship trillion-dollar Belt and Road Initiative as the US 

rivals move closer together. Negotiations for the deal, launched five years ago, sparked 
controversy in Iran last year and virtually no details of its contents have been released. 

China is Iran's leading trade partner and was one of the biggest buyers of Iranian oil 
before then US president Donald Trump reimposed sweeping unilateral sanctions in 

2018 after abandoning a multilateral nuclear agreement with Tehran. The China-Iran 

pact, which Tehran said included "political, strategic and economic" components, was 
signed by the two countries' foreign ministers, Wang Yi and Mohammad Javad Zarif, 

an AFP correspondent reported. "We believe this document can be very effective in 
deepening" Iran-China relations, Iran's foreign ministry spokesman Saeed 

Khatibzadeh said, recalling that the pact had first been proposed during a visit to 

Tehran by Chinese President Xi Jinping in January 2016. Xi and his Iranian 
counterpart Hassan Rouhani agreed then to establish a roadmap for "reciprocal 

investments in the fields of transport, ports, energy, industry and services." "Iran's 
government and people are striving as they always have to broaden relations with 

trustworthy, independent countries like China," supreme leader Ayatollah Ali 

Khamenei said at the time, describing the proposed cooperation agreement as "correct 
and reasonable". 

Xi has championed the Belt and Road Initiative, a plan to fund infrastructure projects 

and increase China's sway overseas. "Nothing secret" In July last year, controversy 
erupted over the proposed deal after former president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 

charged that negotiations were being held for a "new, 25-year agreement with a foreign 
country" without the knowledge of the Iranian people. The foreign minister was 

heckled in parliament when he assured lawmakers there was "nothing secret" in the 

proposed deal, which he promised would be publicly announced "once it has been 
finalised". The government has yet to honour that promise and few details have been 

made public. Wang's visit to Tehran comes just days after he hosted Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergei Lavrov for talks in the Chinese city of Guilin. 

https://www.reuters.com/article/india-saudi/india-terms-saudi-response-to-call-for-more-oil-supplies-undiplomatic-idUSFWN2LN0ZX
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The three governments all face difficult relations with Washington after President Joe 
Biden's administration vowed to remain firm in its dealings with them, despite a 

renewed emphasis on diplomacy. China and Russia are both parties to the troubled 
2015 nuclear accord with Iran that Biden has said he hopes to revive. They were both 

deeply critical of the unilateral sanctions on Iran reimposed by Trump and have 

backed efforts to revive the agreement. Biden has said he is not seeking 
"confrontation" with China, but that there will be intense competition between the 

rival superpowers. "I told him (Xi) in person on several occasions we're not looking for 
confrontation, though we know that there will be steep, steep competition," the US 

president said. 

Source: NDTV; 27 March 2021 

  

LAVROV RAPS US' INDO-PACIFIC STRATEGY, 

'BLOC' BUILDING, AHEAD OF SEOUL VISIT 
- Yonhap 

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov has expressed concern that the US strategy 

for the Indo-Pacific region could be an attempt to create a bloc against specific 
countries. Lavrov made the remarks during a virtual meeting with Korean 

correspondents in Moscow last week ahead of his trip to Beijing and Seoul. He is set 
to arrive in Seoul on Tuesday to hold talks with Foreign Minister Chung Eui-yong and 

attend other events. He claimed that the Indo-Pacific region expression was 

introduced as part of an attempt to realign the region with a goal to build a bloc against 
particular countries. Lavrov was apparently referring to the push by the 

administration of US President Joe Biden to "reinvigorate and modernize" regional 
democratic alliances, as well as its move to cement the evolving Quad forum involving 

its key partners -- Australia, India and Japan.  

While cautioning against Washington's regional vision, Lavrov stressed the centrality 

of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations and the importance of existing forums, 
like the ASEAN Regional Forum for regional cooperation. The minister cast South 

Korea as a crucial, promising partner -- remarks that appear to reflect Moscow's hope 
that Seoul won't join a coalition that Washington is seeking to forge to uphold what it 

calls the "free, open" and "rules-based" order in the region. Touching on the agenda 

for his talks with Chung slated for Thursday, Lavrov said it would include the Korean 
Peninsula situation and regional and international issues. He said that Russia is 

making all efforts for stable management of the situation on the peninsula and for the 
resolution of the issue of the peninsula's denuclearization.  

Source: The Korea Herald; 23 March 2021 

 

https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/iran-china-sign-25-year-strategic-cooperation-pact-2400183
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20210323001082
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INDIA CENTRAL TO THE INDO-PACIFIC 

REGION 
- Asad Mirza 

The importance attached by the US to the Indo-Pacific, places India at an 
advantageous position, both in defence and economic sectors. While the world was 

combating the Covid pandemic, international leaders were also busy in realigning the 

world as per their country's priorities and goals. One region, which has emerged on 
the top of this new realignment, is the region of the Indo-Pacific. The Indo-Pacific 

comprises the Indian Ocean, the western and central Pacific Ocean, and the seas 
connecting the two oceans around parts of Indonesia.The term "Indo-Pacific" gained 

usage in geopolitical discourseafter 2011. It is also described as a substitute for "Quad" 

or the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, an informal grouping of like-minded 
democracies in the region, comprising Australia, Japan, India, and the United States. 

Historically, "Indo-Pacific" was first used by the German geo-politician Karl 
Haushofer in the 1920s in his academic work "Indopazifischen Raum". But its security 

aspects emerged in early 2000s, when the analysts began to observe the 'security' 

linkage between the two Oceans. In this context, the term was first used in an article 
authored by GurpreetKhurana, carried in the January 2007 issue of the Strategic 

Analysis journal titled "Security of Sea Lines: Prospects for India-Japan Cooperation". 
The author refers to the 'Indo-Pacific' as the maritime space stretching from the 

littorals of East Africa and West Asia, across the Indian Ocean and western Pacific 

Ocean, to the littorals of East Asia. Former Japan Prime Minister Shinzo Abe expanded 
on the spirit of the term in his speech to the Indian Parliament in August 2007 when 

he talked about the "Confluence of the Indian and Pacific Oceans" as "the dynamic 
coupling as seas of freedom and of prosperity" in the "broader Asia". 

American push for the Quad 

Quad was first floated in 2004 to manage disaster relief after the Tsunami. Later, Dick 

Cheney tried to redefine it as a military club, to counter Chinese influence, but was 
abandoned in 2010 as India and Australia didn't wanted to ruffle the Chinese feathers. 

The Trump administration revived the regional grouping in 2017, ostensibly to counter 

China in the region, particularly in the South China Sea, where the Chinese have 
continually challenged the Japanese and Americans. US under Trump wanted to shape 

the Quad into an Asian NATO, a point that has been raised and challenged by the 
Chinese again and again, as they see it as a potential defence deterrent in the region. 

The importance being attached to this by the original members, and the recent desire 

expressed by the British and French to join also underlines both its economic and 
defence utility. Though the Biden administration wants to position it as an American 

outreach on trade, immigration, public health, climate change, yet its security aspect 
can't be overlooked. 

To give a boost to the alliance, the leaders of the Quad met on March 12, 2021through 

a virtual summit. The summit and the joint statement issued highlights the evolution 

of the grouping and its agenda made clearer and resolve by the member states to 
sustain the momentum. At a White House press conference following the summit,the 

U.S. National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan noted that each of the four leaders 
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present had described the meeting as "historic." Quad talks were elevated to the 
ministerial level in 2019 with foreign ministers from all four countries holding a 

meeting on the margins of the United Nations General Assembly session in New York 
in September that year. Since then, Quad foreign ministers have met twice: in-person 

in Tokyo in October last year, and virtually last month. President Biden has 

zealouslyendorsed the "free and open Indo-Pacific" jargonfavoured by his predecessor, 
contrary to apprehensions that he would seek to adopt a softer line toward China and 

that the Indo-Pacific paradigm would not be so significant for the new administration. 
However, the reality is that the Quad, in essential sense is not a formal alliance, yet. 

Therecent summit concentrated primarily on urgent global catastrophes comprising 

coronavirus and the climate emergency and tried not to ruffle feathers or cause undue 
apprehensions in the regional countries, particularly ASEAN member states. A joint 

statement after the assembly noted that the four nations would collaborate to increase 
Covid vaccine production, in which India would be helped financially by other 

members to boost its vaccine production base.But differences remained among the 

member states on how to handle China. 

India's future in the Quad 

The moot question is whether Quad in essential sense would be transformed into a 

real regional alliance or will it continue to serve some countries only, to use it as and 

when required as per their necessity. Though one country, which seems poised to gain 
most out of Quad is India. Due to its vast market potential and also as a counter to 

China in the region, most western powers attach great importance to it in the region. 
Indian leaders also realise this besides the fact that to transform into a regional power 

it has to pursue a geopolitical strategy, which maximises its economic interests and 

security. 

The Indian Prime Minister has spelled out the Indian vision of Indo-Pacific as an 
enabler for "a common pursuit of progress and prosperity... not directed against any 

country... (albeit based on) our principled commitment to rule of law." India's role at 
the Quad seems central to the Biden administration's plans for the region and the 

quest to counter China. US initiatives so far suggests the Biden administration is 

serious about its stated intention to counter China through alliances, based on shared 
values, and that it sees the Quad and India as central to that. At the same time the US 

seems ready to moderate India's feeling of insecurity in regard to be part of a binding 
alliance along with its ambition to emerge as a dominant regional player, while 

downplaying China. It seems that the US wants to promote bilateral ties by bolstering 

India at the Quad, and also focussing on more areas of cooperation, which were 
ignored during the Trump regime. The recent visit of the US Defence Secretary Lloyd 

Austin to India demonstrates both these aspects. With Tony Blinken at the State 
Department and Jake Sullivan at the National Security Council, as well as Mr Biden 

himself, the current US administration possesses more experience of dealing with 

India than any of its predecessors. It also highlights its resolve to make Indo-US 
relations as central to its plans. With China as a common denominator,the relationship 

holds more chances of being robust and fruitful for both. And the key role, which the 
US wants India to play at the Quad, is more apparent now. It may also open the doors 

for increased bilateral cooperation and sale of more American military hardware to 

India besides economic benefits. 
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Source: daijiworld.com; 23 March 2021 
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