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MARITIME SECURITY 
 

IMO URGES ACTION TO DETER GULF OF 

GUINEA PIRACY 
- Andreas Exarheas 

The Secretary-General of the International Maritime Organization (IMO), Kitack Lim, 

has expressed his deep concern about the escalation in the number and severity of 
attacks on ships and crew in the Gulf of Guinea region. Lim insisted on the need for all 

stakeholders to work together to restore security and reduce the threats to the safety 

and security of crews and vessels operating in the area and highlighted that ships need 
to implement the IMO endorsed Best Management Practices (BMP) for West Africa 

(WA) to avoid, deter, delay and report attacks. The Secretary-General said the IMO 
had been taking action to enhance the coordination of initiatives among stakeholders, 

including facilitating meetings with representatives of the industry, the Nigeria 

Maritime Administration and Safety Agency (NIMASA), and the Interregional 
Coordination Centre for the Implementation of Regional Strategy for Maritime Safety 

and Security in Central and West Africa (ICC). 

The IMO intends to convene a maritime security working group focusing on the Gulf 
of Guinea at the next session of the Maritime Safety Committee, which is scheduled to 

take place in May 2021. The organization noted that this will provide an opportunity 
for member states and international organizations to discuss further collaboration and 

possible action to address existing problems.  Just this month alone, several incidents 

involving oil and gas industry vessels are said to have occurred in the Gulf of Guinea. 
On February 7, for example, reporting indicated that the MV Sea Phantom 

oil/chemical tanker had been boarded by pirates off the coast of Kribi, Cameroon, 
Dryad Global highlighted. The company also drew attention to reports of an attempted 

boarding of the MT SeaKing oil vessel and reports of an attack on the LNG Madrid 

Spirit vessel on February 8, and reports that the MT Maria E oil/chemical tanker had 
been boarded on February 9. In a statement sent to Rigzone back in January, Dryad 

Global analyst Kate Backshall said piracy within the Gulf of Guinea has shown an 
increasing trend with a 52 percent increase in overall incidents from 2016. “Perhaps 

the greatest defining feature is an increase in severity of incidents and the increase in 

incidents beyond the traditional heartland of piracy within the Nigerian EEZ,” 
Backshall said in the statement. 

“While Nigeria’s waters remain the most hazardous, incidents have decentralized and 

are increasingly seen in the waters off Ghana, Benin, Sao Tome and Togo,” Backshall 
added. The Dryad Global analyst noted that pirates are “well resourced”, showing both 

the capability and intent to target vessels underway, deep offshore. “The focus upon 

kidnapping of crew is a clear priority over the hijack of vessels and theft of cargo,” 
Backshall said. “This is the result of a number of key reasons, mainly to do with the 



Making Waves 

15 - 21 Feb 2021       
 

                                                                                    

4                                                                                                                                                
 

complex logistical difficulties associated with hijack and cargo theft and the ease of 
operating and concealing hostages within the sprawling mangroves and swamps of the 

Southern Niger Delta,” Backshall added. Last month, the International Chamber of 
Commerce’s International Maritime Bureau’s (IMB) annual piracy report revealed 

that the Gulf of Guinea accounted for over 95 percent of crew numbers kidnapped, 

globally, last year. 

Source: rigzone.com; 22 February 2021 

 

 

INDIA SIGNS DEFENCE AND TRADE 

AGREEMENTS WITH MAURITIUS 
- Kallol Bhattacherjee 

India and Mauritius signed a $100 million Defence Line of Credit agreement on 
Monday. It was a part of several understandings, including the Comprehensive 

Economic Cooperation and Partnership Agreement (CECPA) that was signed between 

the two countries during the ongoing visit by External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar. 
“Privileged to witness along with Prime Minister Pravind Kumar Jugnauth the signing 

of Comprehensive Economic Cooperation and Partnership Agreement, India’s first 
such agreement with an African country. [This] will help focus on post pandemic 

economic recovery. Enable business expansion and greater investments,” said Mr. 

Jaishankar in a message after the signing of the agreement. 

Using the new framework under the CECPA, India and Mauritius would provide 
preferential access to a number of items like surgical equipment, medicine, and textile 

products that would cater to market requirements on both sides. “Just to illustrate 
some of the benefits, Mauritius will get preferential access for export of 40,000 tonnes 

of sugar into India at an early time frame,” said Mr. Jaishankar. He also announced a 

$100 million Defence Line of Credit for Mauritius. This would “enable the 
procurement of defence assets from India” according to the requirements of the 

country which was emerging as an important maritime entity in the Indo-Pacific 
region. “These initiatives underline once again that the security of Mauritius is the 

security of India; in the prosperity of Mauritius is our prosperity,” he said, adding that 

Mauritius would get a Dornier aircraft and an Advanced Light Helicopter Dhruv on 
lease which would build its maritime security capabilities. 

Consolidation of strong ties 

Mr. Jugnauth said the agreements signed on Monday would further “consolidate the 

strong ties” between India and Mauritius. The two sides also discussed the Chagos 
Archipelago dispute, which was an issue of sovereignty and sustainable development 

before the United Nations. In 2019, India voted at the U.N. General Assembly in 
support of the Mauritian position on the issue. India was one of the 116 countries that 

voted demanding that the U.K. end its “colonial administration” from the group of 

islands. “I assured the Prime Minister of India’s steadfast principled support on this 

https://www.rigzone.com/news/imo_urges_action_to_deter_gulf_of_guinea_piracy-22-feb-2021-164687-article/
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issue as has been demonstrated in the past,” said Mr. Jaishankar. He reiterated India’s 
medical support as displayed by the recent delivery of 100,000 Covishield vaccines to 

Mauritius. Delivery of the vaccine was a “clear and telling demonstration” of the 
relationship between the two countries, he asserted. Mr. Jaishankar also reviewed the 

progress of the India-assisted development projects in Mauritius and invited Mr. 

Jugnauth to visit India. 

Source: The Hindu; 22 February 2021  

 

NEW REPORT FLAGS CHINESE PUSH TO FIELD 

SUPPORT SHIPS, PLANES FOR GREATER 

REACH 
- Sebastian Sprenger and Andrew Chuter 

LONDON and COLOGNE, Germany — The Chinese military’s buildup is increasingly 

focused on ferrying forces to faraway places, with new logistics capabilities coming 
online quickly, according to the London-based International Institute for Strategic 

Studies. The assessment is included in the think tank’s Military Balance 2021 report, 
an annual compendium of defense goings-on around the world, released Feb. 25. The 

focus on China’s growing logistical capabilities in the air and at sea comes after experts 

have long chronicled Beijing’s efforts to field modernized weaponry aimed to turn the 
country into a superpower. For example, “China’s fleet support ships now number 12, 

up from seven in 2015, while increased numbers of Y-20 heavy transports mean that 
the PLA [People’s Liberation Army] Air Force has effectively doubled its heavy air 

transport fleet in the last four years,” IISS researchers wrote in their report. China 

maintains a military outpost in Djibouti that is seen by Western analysts as a key 
component of the country’s power-projection ambitions into the Indian Ocean. 

Expanded support infrastructure on land, combined with the logistics tail needed to 

support big leaps, means more long-range Chinese deployments are in the offing, IISS 
researcher Nick Childs said during an online news conference Thursday. 

The next significant step, he added, would be China’s ability to stage a carrier strike 

group deployment to the Indian Ocean. “Beijing seems intent on achieving primacy in 
its littoral areas, and while China’s maritime paramilitary forces have taken the lead 

— and are using facilities on Chinese-occupied features in the Spratly Islands as 

forward-operating bases in the South China Sea — the People’s Liberation Army Navy 
(PLAN) has maintained an ‘over-the-horizon’ presence,” the IISS report stated. 

Meanwhile, China continued its upward defense spending trajectory in 2020, albeit at 
a somewhat slower pace: 5.2 percent last year, compared with 5.9 percent in 2019, 

according to the think tank. Still, Beijing’s nominal increase of $12 billion in 2020 was 

more than the plus-ups in all other Asian countries combined (excluding Russia). 
While Asia accounted for almost 18 percent of total global defense spending a decade 

ago, by 2020 this had risen to 25 percent, IISS figures showed. Worldwide defense 
spending amounted to $1.83 trillion last year, an increase of 3.9 percent over 2019, 

reaching a new high point despite the coronavirus pandemic, according to IISS 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-mauritius-ink-landmark-economic-cooperation-and-partnership-agreement/article33905526.ece
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analysts. European countries kept their military spending uptick going in 2020, 
adding 2 percent over the previous year. The biggest spenders on the continent were 

the U.K with $61.5 billion, France with $55 billion, Germany with $51.3 billion and 
Italy with $29.3 billion. 

“If these spending plans continue on their current trajectory, in 2021 Europe could be 

the region with the fastest growth in global defense spending,” the IISS analysts wrote. 

The strong national U.K. budget figures for last year were reinforced at an industry 
level on Feb. 25, when BAE Systems — Europe’s largest defense and security company 

— reported a solid performance for 2020 with order intake, revenues and profits all 
up on the previous year, despite the challenges of COVID-19. But the trend is my no 

means assured, said Fenella McGerty, a senior fellow for defense economics at IISS. 

She said the full economic effect of the coronavirus pandemic has yet to materialize, 
as governments are still crafting their budgets for future years. For now, money spent 

on defense in Europe was largely already allocated to programs before the pandemic 
hit, McGerty said, and there appears to be a consensus by governments to avoid large-

scale cuts, as in the aftermath of the 2008 financial crisis. “The pandemic will affect 

global defense spending, though it will likely take until 2022-2023 for the full financial 
effect of government responses to start translating into defense budget cuts,” said John 

Chipman, the think tank’s director general. Added McGerty: “The drive towards 
austerity, to slash spending, cannot be ignored.” 

Source: defencenews.com; 26 February 2021 

 

CHINA TRACKS NAVY DESTROYER IN TAIWAN 

STRAIT, ACCUSES US OF UNDERMINING 

REGIONAL STABILITY 
- Peter Aitken 

The Chinese military accused the United States of undermining regional peace and 
stability after the U.S. Navy sailed a destroyer through the Taiwan Strait on 

Wednesday. Zhang Chunhui, a spokesperson for the Eastern Theater Command of the 
People’s Liberation Army (PLA), said the Chinese military was tracking the USS Curtis 

Wilbur as it moved through the region. "The move artificially creates risk factors in the 

Taiwan Strait, deliberately undermines regional peace and stability, we are firmly 
opposed to this," Chunhui said. However, the U.S. Navy contested those claims, 

instead insisting that the destroyer conducted "routine" transit through the strait "in 
accordance with international law." Lt. James Adams, U.S. Pacific Fleet spokesperson, 

told Fox News that the Chinese statement about the transit was "false." 

"This transit demonstrates U.S. willingness to fly, sail, and operate anywhere 

international law allows," Adams said. The 7th Fleet insisted that the transit is part of 
"the U.S. commitment to a free and open Indo-Pacific." The transit followed an 

apparent display of force on Tuesday, which included at least 10 Chinese bombers 
practicing maritime strike exercises in the South China Sea. The bombers were the 

Chinese navy’s most advanced H-6J bomber, according to the South China Morning 

https://news.yahoo.com/report-flags-chinese-push-field-172004799.html


Making Waves 

15 - 21 Feb 2021       
 

                                                                                    

7                                                                                                                                                
 

Post. Military experts said the exercises aimed to show China’s strength and ability to 
respond to U.S. activity in the region. "This is to show that the Chinese military is 

capable of countering and closely following what the U.S. is doing, and that it is in 
control of the situation," said Yue Gang, a retired PLA colonel. This is the second 

transit by a U.S. Navy vessel through the Taiwan Strait in February, and the second of 

the Biden administration. The USS John S. McCain last passed through the strait on 
Feb. 4, which the 7th Fleet also called a "routine operation." 

Source: Fox News; 26 February 2021 

 

NNPC TALKS PIPELINE PROTECTION, 

MARITIME SECURITY 
- Ed Reed 

Discussions around insecurity in Nigeria’s offshore have been mounting, but there are 

also onshore difficulties. Nigeria’s Chief of Defence Staff Lucky Irabor visited Nigerian 
National Petroleum Corp.’s (NNPC) headquarters in Abuja on February 24. Irabor said 

the military would work with NNPC to protect its assets. “It is my intention to co-
operate maximally with you and to give necessary instructions to all officers in the 

Armed Forces given that our existence, economically, rests almost solely on the NNPC, 

and to that extent, we must do everything possible to give you everything that you 
require,” the CDS stated. “We have two sets of losses, one coming from our products 

and the other coming from crude oil. In terms of crude losses, it is still going on. On 
average, we are losing 200,000 barrels of crude every day,” NNPC head Mallam Kyari 

said. Security agencies have cut petroleum products theft from the System 2B pipeline, 

he continued. That system covers Atlas Cove, Mosimi, Ibadan and Ilorin. Theft from 
System 2B saw 291 million litres of products lost in 2019 and another 56 million litres 

in the first four months of 2020. 

Irabor was appointed to his post at the end of January. The security forces have been 
criticised for struggling to overcome Boko Haram and also for a role in repressing 

protests in November. Security forces have made progress in tackling vandalism under 

Operation Awatse. NNPC has supported these efforts around System 2B through the 
supply of vehicles. 

Piracy 

Nigerian Minister of State for Petroleum Resources Timipre Sylva visited Equatorial 

Guinea at the end of last week. He held talks with his Equatorial Guinea counterpart 
Gabriel Mbaga Obiang Lima. 

The two sides talked about the potential for cross-border co-operation on energy, with 

Nigeria potentially supplying gas to Equatorial Guinea. Sylva and Obiang Lima also 
talked about tackling piracy, describing this as “a major concern for energy 

infrastructure”. Nigerian Transport Minister Rotimi Amaechi reiterated plans to 

Bloomberg last week about investing $195 million in offshore security apparatus. The 
country will spend the money over three years, he said, under the Deep Blue project. 

https://www.foxnews.com/world/china-tracks-navy-warship-taiwan-strait
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Nigeria recently shutdown the Secure Anchorage Area (SAA) provided by Ocean 
Marine Solutions off Lagos. This zone offered protection to vessels – at a price. 

Amaechi said Nigeria was capable of providing protection for ships without needing 
private companies to profit. 

Source: energyvoice.com; 25 February 2021 

 

AFRICOM COMMANDER VISIT TO GHANA 

HIGHLIGHTS U.S. SUPPORT FOR JOINT 

SECURITY COOPERATION 
U.S. Army General Stephen Townsend, commander, U.S. Africa Command, conducted 
a two-day visit to Ghana, Feb. 23-24. This was Townsend’s first visit to the country, 

where he met with Ghanaian leaders and U.S. Embassy personnel in Accra. “Ghana is 

an African security leader and a key partner of U.S. Africa Command.  Ghana’s 
peacekeeping contributions, protection of vital sea lanes in the Gulf of Guinea, and 

leadership help prevent the advancement of violent extremism.  I look forward to 
exploring ways we can continue to deepen our partnership.” 

Townsend met with several Ghanaian leaders, including President Nana Akufo-Addo; 

Chief of Defense Staff, including both current and immediate past Chiefs of Defense 

Staff Rear Admiral Seth Amoama and Lieutenant General Obed Akwa, respectively; 
Minister of Defense, the Honorable Dominic Nitiwul; and other senior members of the 

Ghana Armed Forces. Topics of discussion included the shared commitment to 
degrade the influence of regional violent extremist organizations.  Ghana contributes 

to efforts to counter violent extremism through its leadership within the Accra 

Initiative, which supports regional information sharing and cross-border security 
operations between the littoral West African states and the Sahel. “West African 

security requires collaboration and partnership. The challenges faced cannot be faced 
by one nation alone,” said Townsend. As violence in the Sahel and piracy in the Gulf 

of Guinea both steadily increase, Ghana’s strategic location makes it a critical anchor 

for multiple efforts, including activities to improve maritime security and counter 
transnational crime. 

“U.S. Africa Command is committed to working with the Ghanaian military on 

regional challenges. We are improving out military ties through exchanges and Non-
Commissioned Officer development,” Townsend said. “It’s important we grow our 

partnership with Ghana to advance shared security goals.” While in Accra, Townsend 
also met with members of the U.S. Embassy, including Ambassador Stephanie S. 

Sullivan. “We were pleased to welcome General Townsend, whose visit reaffirmed the 

broad and longstanding partnership between the United States and Ghana,” Sullivan 
said. “The visit underscored our shared values and the United States’ interest in 

working together to pursue mutually beneficial security solutions.” 

Source: US Embassy in Ghana; 25 February 2021 

 

https://www.energyvoice.com/oilandgas/africa/pipelines-africa/302533/nigerias-security-forces-infrastructure/
https://gh.usembassy.gov/africom-commander-visit-to-ghana-highlights-u-s-support-for-joint-security-cooperation/
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MARITIME FORCES 
 

ISRAEL'S AUTONOMOUS 'ROBO-SNIPERS' AND 

SUICIDE DRONES RAISE ETHICAL DILEMMA 
With its considerable line-up of ‘robo-snipers’, ‘suicide drones’ and ‘robattle’ 
battlefield robots, Israel’s defence industry is pushing the envelop of autonomous 

machines with only token human involvement. In recent years, the use of autonomous 

weapons has seen a dramatic increase on modern battlefields - and the proliferation 
has increased international concern over the ethics governing their use. Israel has 

established itself as a pioneer of autonomous weapons, specifically with the Harop 
‘Suicide Drone’, Robattle wheeled battlefield robot, and Sentry-Tech automated 

border control machine gun. 

The increasing demand for automated weapons comes amid a global revolution in 

military affairs (RMA), as nations seek to exploit the advantages of offensive firepower 
manned by tireless machines without the loss of human life. Suicide drones, or 

‘loitering munitiions as they are technically known, are a hybrid between drones and 
guided missiles. They are defined by being able to ‘loiter’ in the air for a long period of 

time, before striking a target entering a pre-defined zone or waiting for human 

guidance. Euphemistically described as a ‘fire-and-forget’ weapon, the Israeli 
Aerospace Industries’ Harop autonomously attacks any target meeting previously 

identified criteria, but includes a ‘man-in-the-loop’ feature that allows a human to 
technically prevent an attack from taking place.  Given the cutting-edge nature of 

autonomous weapon platforms, there is little in the way of international law regulating 

their production or sale. Demand for autonomous ‘suicide drones’ is at an all-time high 
after the Azerbaijan-Armenia conflict of 2020, which established a benchmark for the 

effective use of kamikaze drones against conventional military forces. Throughout the 
conflict, Azerbaijan made prodigious use of Israeli ‘loitering munitions’ and manned 

Turkish drones. 

With demand, comes opportunity. On February 11, more than Israelis including 

several former defence officials came under investigation for illegaIly designing, 
producing and selling ‘suicide drones’ to an unnamed Asian nation.  “The Israelis are 

suspected of national security offenses, breaching arms exports laws, money 
laundering and other financial offenses,” the Israeli newspaper Haaretz reported. But 

for Israeli authorities, the crime wasn’t due to a lack of regulation. Instead, it was for 

making personal profit from s technology owned by Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI). 
In the same week, Israel made three official sales to anonymous Asian nations. 

Is the concern real? 

Researchers from the Institute for Strategic, Political, Economic and Security 

Consultancy argue that development on automation is moving so fast its outpacing the 
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laws that could even hope to regulate it.  To this end, they describe a slippery slope 
where the role of human beings in decision loops is quickly fading away, with the lack 

of a clearly defined line over what is acceptable and what is immoral. Take the Israeli 
Border Control Sentry-Tech turret currently deployed along Gaza’s border. They were 

designed to prevent Palestinians from leaving the Gaza strip and entering Israeli 

territory.  Automated ‘Robo-Snipers’ set up along the Gaza border, designed to create 
“automated kill-zones” at least 1.5 km deep. But they aren’t merely robotic guns. The 

turrets feature heavy duty 7.62 calibre machine guns tied into a network spanning the 
entire border. If any turret detects human movement, the entire chain of guns can train 

their sights and concentrate firepower on the interloper. Some turrets are also able to 

fire explosive rockets. With such overlapping fields of fire, even heavily armored 
vehicles would be quickly eliminated. The effect on a human body would be 

overwhelming, disproportionately violent, and would leave little in the way of human 
remains. 

To increase its effectiveness, its automation consumes information provided by a 

larger network of drones and ground sensors spanning a 60 kilometer border. Rafael, 

Sentry-Tech’s manufacturer emphasises that a human operator in a hardened bunker 
still has to make the ultimate decision.  Barbara Opall-Rome, former Defence News 

bureau chief, reports that the turret was designed as an automated closed-loop system, 
without the need for human input, speaking to Wired Magazine. She notes, “until the 

top brass is completely satisfied with the fidelity of their overlapping sensor network 

– and until the 19- and 20-year-old soldiers deployed behind computer screens are 
thoroughly trained in operating the system — approval by a commanding officer will 

be required before pushing the kill button.” The chilling testimony suggests a move 
towards a slow decrease in oversight over lethal autonomous weapons, made possible 

by a lack of state-enforced regulation, and international norms that have yet to adapt 

to the risks and possibilities of modern technology.  

Moral challenge 

Concern over the development of autonomous weapons is not limited to ethicists. In 

2015, more than a thousand artificial intelligence researchers and notable public 

figures such as Stephen Hawking and Elon Musk co-signed an open letter to the United 
Nations, calling for the ban of autonomous weapons.  Their concerns are many. Vocal 

critics of automation believe that defence companies are building fully autonomous 
weapon platforms, with only token add-on human involvement pathways, that can be 

easily removed.  More critically, it’s nearly impossible to externally distinguish 

between a kill made with human oversight or machine autonomy, blurring the lines of 
accountability on the battlefield.  The rapid rise of automated weaponry has far 

reaching legal, ethical and security implications. Can automated weapons distinguish 
between soldiers or civilians, and will military conceptions of acceptable risk and 

collateral damage be coded into their parameters? Who can be held responsible in the 

event an autonomous weapon makes a mistake? How do automated machines that 
seek to optimise kill/death ratios and accuracy account for morality, human rights law, 

and just cause? Most importantly, is it ethical to allow a machine to harvest a human 
life without a conscious human decision to do so? For many, a machine making 

decisions of life violates the concepts of human dignity, while absolving human 

decision-makers for the burdens of morality and responsibility.  
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Source: trtworld.com; 26 February 2021 

 

HOW JAPAN IS UPGRADING ITS MILITARY 
- Sheila A. Smith 

 

Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga intends to continue Japan’s sweeping upgrades of its 

defense capabilities amid a major buildup of China’s military forces, increasing 
pressure from North Korea’s growing missile arsenal, and continued activities by 

Russia’s military in East Asia. But Suga’s efforts, including boosting the military’s 
budget, could have to compete with other domestic priorities as he struggles to bring 

Japan out of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 
How much does Japan spend on its military? 

 
The Ministry of Defense’s budget for fiscal year 2021, which begins in April, is expected 

to be around $51 billion, growing for the ninth year in a row. In 2019, Japan ranked 

eighth in global military spending, but relative to other countries, it spends a small 
share (1 percent) of its wealth on its military. 

 
How did Prime Minister Shinzo Abe boost Japan’s defenses? 

 

Much of the credit for upgrading Japanese defenses belongs to former Prime Minister 
Abe. With almost eight years in office and a supermajority in the lower house of the 

National Diet, Abe implemented an unprecedented series of security reforms. In 2013, 
Japan announced a new national security strategy, and in 2018, it adopted a ten-year 

defense plan and a midterm procurement plan to realize it. Perhaps Abe’s most 

significant, albeit controversial, move was reinterpreting Article 9 of the constitution 
to allow the military, the Self-Defense Forces (SDF), to cooperate with foreign 

militaries to protect Japan. New security laws that passed the Diet in 2015 encountered 
considerable protests from opposition lawmakers and the public. After years of 

stagnation in military spending, the SDF was overdue for upgrades in air and maritime 

defense systems. New advancements by Japan’s neighbors have also spurred calls for 
investment in space and cyber capabilities. Additionally, Japan is working to improve 

the competitiveness of its technology sector. The establishment of the Acquisition, 
Technology, and Logistics Agency within the Ministry of Defense created incentives 

for Japanese companies and university-based researchers to enhance competitiveness 

in new military technologies. Japanese defense companies also now compete abroad 
for military sales. 

What role has the United States played in Japan’s military reforms? 

The Abe cabinet worked closely with two U.S. administrations to withstand growing 

regional pressures. During the Barack Obama administration, the countries created a 
new alliance coordination mechanism after China’s deployment of maritime law 

enforcement vessels around the Senkaku/Diaoyu Islands raised fears of a military 
clash. Obama was the first U.S. president to declare that Article 5 of the bilateral 

https://www.trtworld.com/magazine/israel-s-autonomous-robo-snipers-and-suicide-drones-raise-ethical-dilemma-44557
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security treaty covered these remote islands, clearly signaling that any attempt to use 
force would trigger a combined U.S.-Japan response. Presidents Donald J. Trump and 

Joe Biden made similar statements, demonstrating that the United States sees the East 
China Sea dispute as a potential flash point. In addition, the United States and Japan 

agreed to improve ballistic missile defenses, prompted largely by North Korea’s 2017 

demonstration of its missile capabilities. Modernization of Japan’s air defenses 
includes investment in 104 F-35 fighter jets, as well as improvements in early detection 

systems. U.S. and Japanese forces are also collaborating in maritime stability 
operations across the region, as well as in space and cyber missions.  

 

Will Suga continue these reforms? 
 

Yes, Suga will build on these efforts, but he will face several challenges. The first has 
to do with domestic politics; Suga entered office in September, confronting the 

COVID-19 pandemic and its economic consequences. By fall 2021, his Liberal 

Democratic Party (LDP) will face a lower house election, and like many democracies 
around the world, Japanese voters will be evaluating their government’s pandemic 

response as they head to the polls. Second, recovery from the pandemic’s economic 
impacts could impinge on the budget the Ministry of Defense needs to implement 

long-term plans. Third, the government is working on a new National Security 

Strategy, as well as revising its approach to ballistic missile defense. In June 2020, 
then Minister of Defense Taro Kono informed the United States that Japan would not 

purchase the U.S.-made Aegis Ashore missile defense system, citing political and 
technical problems. However, Japan is also considering whether it needs offensive 

strike capabilities to meet North Korean threats. 

 
Source: cfr.org; 24 February 2021 

 
 

TURKEY TO HELP BUILD NAVAL VESSELS AT 

VIZAG SHIPYARD 

- Rezaul H Laskar and Rahul Singh 

Visakhapatnam-based Hindustan Shipyard Limited (HSL) is expecting an order from 

the Indian Navy by the year-end for building five mammoth naval support vessels with 

transfer of technology from a Turkish shipbuilding firm, people familiar with the 
development said on Monday. The project, estimated to cost between $1.5 billion and 

$2 billion, will involve transfer of technology from Anadolu Shipyard, part of the TAIS 
consortium of Turkey, with which HSL signed an agreement for technical 

collaboration last year. HSL is expected to deliver the first fleet support vessel (FSV) 

to the navy within four years of the go-ahead, with the other ships to be delivered at 
the rate of one every 10 months to 12 months. The vessels will be 230 metres long and 

have a displacement of 45,000 tonnes. FSVs carry fuel and other supplies for warships. 
“The agreement with the Turkish consortium will kick in after HSL gets an order from 

the Indian Navy. If all goes well, that could happen by October 2021. Several Indian 

vendors will also be involved in the project,” said one of the people cited above, 

https://www.cfr.org/in-brief/how-japan-upgrading-its-military
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requesting anonymity. Unlike other projects of this type, which usually witness at least 
one of the vessels being constructed in the country providing the technology, the 

Turkish side has decided to go ahead with transfer of technology from the initial stages 
and back the Make in India initiative by constructing all five vessels at HSL, said a 

second person, who too declined to be named. 

“Turkey’s shipyards are fully booked for a long time and there is nothing to lose by 

transferring technology and having all the vessels built in India. Turkish engineers will 
come to India to assist with the project,” the second person said. Maritime affairs 

expert Rear Admiral (retired) Sudarshan Shrikhande said: “There is a need for the 
navy to have fleet support ships. While HSL may have a sort of a collaborative 

arrangement for transfer of technology and building these in Visakhapatnam, one is 

not aware if a contract may be in the offing or whether discussions are continuing.” 
TAIS, which is a member of Turkey’s largest industrial group, and HSL concluded an 

agreement for cooperation in the first quarter of last year, after the issue had been 
under a cloud for some time because of Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s 

criticism of the Indian government’s decision to scrap Jammu and Kashmir’s special 

status in 2019. Questions were raised in some quarters because of the strong defence 
ties between Turkey and Pakistan. Sameer Patil, fellow for international security 

studies at Gateway House, said, “Turkey under President Erdogan has focused on 
building commercial relations with all countries. This pragmatism is being seen in this 

effort to collaborate with India despite the proximity with Pakistan. India wants to 

build its naval capabilities and Turkey has a defence industry that is very advanced.” 

Source: Hindustan Times; 23 February 2021 

 

NIMITZ CARRIER STRIKE GROUP RETURN TO 

SAN DIEGO AFTER 321 DAYS DEPLOYED 

- City News Service 

SAN DIEGO COUNTY, Calif — More than 5,000 sailors and Marines assigned to the 

Nimitz Carrier Strike Group returned to San Diego Friday after nearly 11 months 

deployed in the U.S. 5th and 7th Fleet areas of operation. The carrier strike group was 
the first to embark on a deployment for the Navy after the onset of the COVID-19 

pandemic and was comprised of aircraft carrier USS Nimitz, the cruiser USS Princeton 
and the destroyers USS Sterett and USS Ralph Johnson. Embarked Carrier Air Wing 

17 was also aboard the Nimitz. The crew of the strike group were deployed for 321 days, 

compared to a more typical six-month deployment. The strike group had the longest 
deployment since the Vietnam War. It was lengthened by COVID-19 protocols that 

called for a quarantine before departing and the elimination of port calls during the 
deployment. "The sailors and Marines of Nimitz Strike Group and their families have 

given it their all for almost a year," said Rear Adm. Jim Kirk, commander of Carrier 

Strike Group 11. "They successfully kept COVID out of the strike group beginning in 
April of 2020, and stayed healthy throughout our time standing the watch for our 

nation. "These young men and women worked tirelessly to incorporate mitigations 
that ensured the health, safety and readiness of the crews. They made important 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/turkey-to-help-build-naval-vessels-at-vizag-shipyard-101614043364955.html
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contributions to the security and stability in the Middle East, Africa and Western 
Pacific during a period of tension and transitions. I am immensely proud of this team 

and all that they accomplished during this unprecedented deployment," Kirk 
continued. U.S. Secretary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin III visited the Nimitz Thursday 

as it sat off California's coast to thank the crew for its work. Austin took to Twitter to 

echo his praise of the strike group's crew. 

"I just couldn't be more proud of the women and men of USS Nimitz for their hard 
work and dedication over the last ten months," he wrote. "What they have endured 

and accomplished is an example of the best the U.S. military has to offer. From all of 
us: Welcome Home." The flagship crew walked aboard Nimitz on April 1, 2020, at its 

homeport Naval Base Kitsap-Bremerton, Washington. Sailors stationed in San Diego 

embarked later that week aboard Princeton and Sterett for a restriction- of-movement 
period to ensure the health and safety of the crew during the pandemic. The strike 

group departed San Diego for deployment June 8 following integrated training. While 
deployed, the strike group completed five dual carrier operations in the U.S. 7th Fleet 

area of operation with the Ronald Reagan and Theodore Roosevelt Carrier Strike 

Groups, and participated in the India-hosted multinational exercise Malabar 2020 
with the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force and the Australian Navy in the Bay of 

Bengal. In the U.S. 5th Fleet area of operation, the strike group supported Operation 
Freedom's Sentinel as part of the NATO-led Resolute Support mission in Afghanistan, 

and Operation Inherent Resolve with close air support and defensive counter-air 

missions against ISIS. 

It provided support to the 33-nation coalition Combined Maritime Forces and the 8-

nation coalition International Maritime Security Construct to ensure the free flow of 

commerce and maritime security in three critical waterways. The strike group also 
operated off the coast of Somalia in December during a repositioning of U.S. forces 

within East Africa. "It's hard to express in words the overwhelming sense of 
accomplishment and pride felt by all hands aboard Nimitz as this long deployment 

comes to a close," said Capt. Max Clark, Nimitz's commanding officer. "I am so very 

proud of this crew, and the grit and teamwork they demonstrated day in and day out 
to complete all missions assigned. They and their families have my deepest respect and 

gratitude." Overall, the carrier strike group steamed more than 87,300 nautical miles 
during its deployment. The carrier launched 10,185 sorties totaling 23,410 flight hours 

logged, the Department of Defense announced. After disembarking the carrier air 

wing, Nimitz will return to its homeport in Washington. 

Source: cbs8.com; 26 February 2021 

 

WORK PRAISES NAVY LEAGUE’S MARITIME 

POLICY STATEMENT 

- Richard R. Burgess 

ARLINGTON, Va. — Former Deputy Secretary of Defense and former Under Secretary 

of the Navy Robert O. Work praised the policy positions of the 2021-2022 Maritime 

https://www.cbs8.com/article/news/national/military-news/nimitz-carrier-strike-group-return-to-san-diego-after-321-days-deployed/509-93c2c389-4ea4-4467-9bb0-ae7c9ac97dc2
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Policy statement of the Navy League of the United States (NLUS) during a webinar. 
He also noted aspects that the policy statement did not address.  The Maritime Policy 

statement is a document produced biennially by the Navy League to advocate for 
national support for a strong Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, and Merchant Marine.  

The keynote speaker of a Feb. 24 webinar conducted by the Navy League and 

sponsored by Crowley Marine, Work gave four “big Bravo Zulus” (BZs) to the Navy 
League for focusing on policy.  

Work’s first BZ praised the Navy League from avoiding getting dragged into the ship 

numbers game. He ran through the various studies of naval force structure 
assessments that were conducted over five years and noted that the ship force level 

made law by Congress is the one the Navy League policy supports. That level is 355 

ships.  “The Constitution says that Congress should provide and maintain a Navy, and 
unstated is that these naval forces need to preserve and protect the interests of the 

United States, “Work said. “So, I’m very happy that the Navy League didn’t jump into 
a big argument over the exact number of ships. They focused on policy, which is where 

they should have focused.”  Work did note that the Navy League should have 

recommended “forthrightly” a position on whether unmanned ships are to be counted 
in the battle force or not, noting that “Congress is not fully convinced that we should 

do so. So, it’s a policy question that is very, very important, and the Navy League’s 
voice is very important, and by not saying anything I found that to be significant.”  

In his second BZ, Work said the Navy League’s policy is the “closest thing we have to 

a description to what I’ll call the National Fleet.”  

He noted that the focus on the counting rules of the Navy’s battle force often obscures 
the “tremendous maritime capabilities of the United States.”  

Work said given the new presidential administration’s expansion of national security, 

such as countering pandemics, the force should count hospital ships. He also said the 

count might include unmanned ships and craft, coastal patrol ships, patrol boats, 
prepositioning ships, Coast Guard cutters, surge sealift ships, the Ready Reserve Force 

of the Maritime Administration, the ships of the Maritime Security Program, the 
Tanker Security Program ships, cable repair ships and the ships of the National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.  

The third BZ praised the Maritime Policy Statement’s emphasis on sealift.  

“We’ve known that our sealift fleet is going to need recapitalization in the 2020s, but 
we never do anything about it,” Work said. “It’s always ‘next year.’ Another study. 

We’ve gotten to the point where we’ve got to do something, or we’re not going to have 

any sealift, which for a power projection nation is a bad thing.”  Work’s fourth BZ is 
that the Maritime Policy comes out “in support of the United Nations Convention on 

Law of the Sea [UNCLOS]. It is a disgrace that the United States has not acceded to 
that convention. The Chinese practice ‘lawfare’ against us all the time. Yes, we do 

freedom-of-navigation missions, but we are not a signatory to the policy, which 

undercuts what we’re saying. I was very happy to see that the Navy League come out 
four-square in support of signing UNCLOS.”  Work said he was disappointed that the 

key enabler of the National Fleet, the nation’s shipbuilding capacity in the industrial 
base, was not addressed in the policy statement. He said that, as a minimum, he would 
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have expected the Navy League to come out in support of the Navy’s Shipyard 
Infrastructure Optimization Plan.  

He said given the looming maritime competition with China, it is more important to 

invest more in the shipyard industrial base “right now” than in increasing the number 
of ships.  “We simply have to have more submarine building capacity [and] more 

shipbuilding capacity,” he said. We have to be able to repair ships, more repair yards, 

more graving docks. This is an important part of a global navy.  Naval analysts Bryan 
McGrath and Bryan Clark, both of the Hudson Institute, praised the Maritime Policy 

statement.   McGrath emphasized that the nation needs more maritime power. He also 
questioned the Marine Corps plan to reduce its force by 12,000 Marines. He said the 

Navy League should “support what the Navy needs,” not just support the Navy’s 

budget as submitted, which is a consensus document.  Clark praised the policy 
statement’s emphasis on sealift, tankers and the other often neglected aspects of the 

National Fleet. He also said maritime air power needs to be re-examined, given the 
changing environment of great power competition.    

Source: seapowermagazine.org; 24 February 2021 

 

FRIENDS FROM AFAR: U.S. AND 

SOUTH KOREA COAST GUARDS HELP 

SOUTH AMERICA COMBAT IUU 

FISHING 
- Wilder Alejandro Sanchez 

Introduction 

A deployment by the U.S. Coast Guard cutter Stone (WMSL-758) to the South Atlantic, 

and two coast guard patrol vessels donated by the Korea Coast Guard (KCG) to the 
Ecuadorian Navy, are some of the latest initiatives by South America’s partners to help 

regional navies combat illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing. As large, 

extra-hemispheric fishing fleets continue to actively operate close to South American 
waters, often crossing into the Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs) of regional states, 

navies require additional ships and the physical presence of partner navies to combat 
these crimes. In the vast waters of the South Pacific and South Atlantic, every ship 

counts. 

The Current Status of the Extra-Regional Fleet 

IUU is a constant problem across Latin American waters, both in the South Pacific and 
South Atlantic. At the time of this writing, the large, extra-hemispheric fishing fleet 

that operated in international waters close to Ecuador’s EEZ (see the author’s October 

16, 2020 commentary “TIAR 21: Maritime security, the TIAR, and IUU fishing in the 
Western Hemisphere”) has crossed to the South Atlantic. The fleet gained 

international notoriety when it operated close to the Galapagos Islands, close to 
Ecuador, in mid-2020. It has since then voyaged south, passing by Peru and Chile. 

https://seapowermagazine.org/work-praises-navy-leagues-maritime-policy-statement/
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After monitoring the fleet as it navigated close to its waters, the Chilean Navy reported 
that some 233 extra-hemispheric fishing vessels, mostly Chinese but also from South 

Korea and other nations, have crossed the Magellan Strait and Cape Horn to reach the 
South Atlantic.  

The U.S. Coast Guard Helps South American Partners  

The U.S. Coast Guard has deployed its new Legend-class cutter Stone to the South 

Atlantic to cooperate with the navies of Guyana, Brazil, Uruguay, Argentina, as well as 

Portugal, to help combat IUU fishing. Stone departed from the U.S. in late December 
and has already passed by Guyana, where it carried out maneuvers with the coast 

guards of Guyana to combat IUU fishing in the area as part of Operation Southern 
Cross. In engaging with Brazil, the crew of the Stone “conducted engagements and 

training on communications and law enforcement procedures at the Mocangue Naval 

Complex in Rio de Janeiro. At sea, Stone worked with the patrol vessel Guaiba and the 
offshore patrol vessel Amazonas to patrol jointly and practice maneuvering together,” 

explained the U.S. Coast Guard to the author. Stone docked in Montevideo, Uruguay, 
in late January. For Latin American states, it is always helpful when a (modern) vessel 

from one of its partners travels to the region to provide assistance with surveillance 
and, if necessary, interception operations of suspicious vessels that may be engaged in 

activities like IUU fishing, smuggling narcotics, among other maritime crimes. 

However, vessels like Stone cannot be in the South Atlantic perpetually, and so it is up 
to regional navies to cooperate with each other and improve their capacities to combat 

these crimes. 

The Importance of Ports in the Fight Against IUU Fishing 

A spokesperson from the State Department’s Bureau of Western Hemisphere Affairs 
explained to the author that the U.S. government “supports and promotes the 

implementation of the Agreement on Port State Measures (PSMA), a groundbreaking 

treaty designed to ensure catch from illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) 
fishing vessels cannot be offloaded in ports and enter the global market.” If 

implemented in an effective manner, “the PSMA can close gaps and weak points so 
that fishing vessels conducting IUU fishing activities have minimal opportunities to 

circumvent the rules,” the spokesperson explained. South American countries like 

Chile, Ecuador, Guyana, Peru, and Uruguay are already parties to the PSMA. 

Uruguay is an interesting case study of efforts to combat IUU fishing. The country has 

very limited naval assets and a vast sea that is plagued by IUU fishing (see the author’s 

October 12, 2016 commentary for CIMSEC: “The UNCLCS Ruling and the Future of 
the Uruguayan Navy”). Therefore, in a positive development, “the government of 

Uruguay, consistent with the Port State Measures Agreement, will require certification 
from all large fishing ships to demonstrate they have not been engaged in illegal, 

unreported, and unregulated fishing by requiring Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) 

location data. Uruguay is also increasing the number of its fishing vessel inspectors by 
33 percent,” explained the Bureau to the author. The announcement was made during 

the 25-27 January visit of Stone to the South American nation. Moreover, it is worth 
noting that Washington has an “ongoing multiyear partnership in the Caribbean with 

the [Food and Agriculture Organization] to support PSMA implementation and other 

instruments to combat IUU fishing in the Bahamas, Guyana, Jamaica, the Dominican 
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Republic, and Trinidad and Tobago.” Extra-hemispheric fishing fleets (e.g. from 
China) do not operate in Caribbean waters, but the region still has to combat IUU 

fishing. Therefore, support from the U.S., particularly via the U.S. Coast Guard, but 
also from other agencies, is key to protecting Caribbean marine life. 

The KCG Ecuadorian-Partnership 

In mid-December, the Ecuadorian Navy presented its two new secondhand patrol 

boats. The vessels were operated by the Korean Coast Guard from the early 1990s until 

they were decommissioned in 2019 and 2020. The Haeuri-class vessels have an overall 
length of 54 meters, a displacement of 300 tons, and were manufactured by Hyundai 

Heavy Industries. The two ships were transported from South Korea to Ecuador 
aboard the general cargo ship Atlantic Harmony; they departed South Korea in mid-

November and arrived in mid-December. It is expected that the vessels will be 

commissioned into the fleet in early 2021. Prior to their commissioning, maintenance 
for the new ships will be provided by the Ecuadorian state-run shipyard ASTINAVE, a 

shipyard spokesperson explained to the author. The shipyard’s operations, like 
building new vessels and maintaining the rest of the fleet, make ASTINAVE a critical 

pillar of the country’s defense strategy, the spokesperson explained. 

The two ships are a welcome addition to the Ecuadorian fleet for patrol operations. In 
fact, according to reports, the ships will be utilized to patrol the Galapagos Islands in 

order to protect these natural reserves from IUU fishing. In a statement, 

Commissioner General of the Korea Coast Guard Kim Hong Hee highlighted the 
importance of this transfer: “previously, the vessels 302 and 303 had successfully 

completed the missions of protecting the marine resources and safeguarding the 
maritime sovereignty surrounding the Jeju island, South Korea. They will be once 

again serving the cause after arriving at the Guayaquil Port of Ecuador.”  

Final Thoughts 

Illegal, unreported, and unregulated fishing is a global problem that requires short- 
and long-term strategies, including greater cooperation between the governments of 

nations whose waters are constantly suffering from predatory fishing. This is the case 

of many Latin American nations, as navies are monitoring their EEZs to locate, 
shadow, and if necessary, intercept extra-hemispheric fishing vessels. In 2020, a major 

international fishing fleet of over 300 vessels, many of them from China, made global 
headlines as they operated close to the cherished Galapagos Islands. However, while 

global media attention has moved on to other issues, the fleet is still close to South 

American waters, with some 233 vessels reportedly crossing from the South Pacific to 
the South Atlantic. The vast number of fishing vessels means that regional navies 

require more ships, not to mention more maritime patrol aircraft, to maintain a 
vigilant presence across vast bodies of water. This is why the deployment of the U.S. 

Coast Guard cutter Stone, in addition to other support provided by Washington, and 

the donation by the Korea Coast Guard to the Ecuadorian Navy of two 
decommissioned patrol vessels, are welcome developments. “I hope that the two patrol 

vessels will become invaluable assets for Ecuador, which is also affected by the spread 
of the coronavirus, contributing to protecting the Galapagos islands designated as one 

of the UNESCO Natural Heritage sites,” commented KCG Commissioner General Kim 

Hong Hee in November as Atlantic Harmony departed for Latin America. 
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As extra-hemispheric fishing fleets will continue to operate in a predatory manner 
close, if not within the EEZs of South American nations, greater cooperation and an 

active physical presence in these vast waters will remain mandatory. 

Wilder Alejandro Sánchez is an analyst who focuses on international security and 
geopolitics. The views expressed in this article belong to the author alone and do not 

necessarily reflect those of any institutions with which the author is associated. 

Source: cimsec.org; 24 February 2021 
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SHIPPING, PORTS AND 

OCEAN ECONOMY  
 

INDIA SET TO MANUFACTURE CONTAINERS TO 

BOOST EXPORTS 
- IANS 

As India aims to boost its exports, the government is looking at manufacturing 

containers in a big way while developing a shipping line under the Atmanirbhar Bharat 
programme. Containers are required to ship goods. At present, India is solely 

dependent on the public sector Shipping Corporation of India. While the Ministry of 
Ports, Shipping and Waterways has already set up a committee to study the feasibility 

of manufacturing containers at Bhavnagar in Gujarat, sources said that other such 

hubs are also being looked at. Until now, most exporters have been relying primarily 
on Chinese containers. But with geopolitical contours changing rapidly, shortage of 

containers has hit exporters, who have had bear the additional burden of freight cost 
hike. India has reduced its imports from China amid rising political tension. 

"We need to address the issue of containers at the earliest especially as we focus on 

boosting exports on one hand and reducing imports on the other," Ajay Sahai, director 

general, Federation of Indian Export Organisation told India Narrative. Traffic at 
India's major ports touched 704.82 million tonnes in 2019-20, a report by India Brand 

Equity Foundation (IBEF) said. Amid the Coronavirus pandemic, India has turned 
into a major supplier of rice grain, meat and other agriculture produce globally. 

Shortage of containers, especially in the post Covid 19 era, has been causing delays in 

shipment of various goods. "The issue of non-availability of containers has been 
brought to the notice of the government. As exports of rice has surged, the shortage of 

containers has proved to be a bid handicap. Going ahead, we expect global demand for 
rice from India to remain high and in order increase supply, it is critical to resolve this 

issue," Vinod Kaul, executive director, All India Rice Exporters' Association said. In 

2020, India's farm exports rose by about 10 per cent. 

The IBEF report highlighted that Indian agricultural, horticultural and processed 

foods are currently exported to more than 100 countries, chief among them being the 

Middle East, Southeast Asia, SAARC countries, the EU, and the US. India, which 
already supplies over 32 per cent of the global rice needs, witnessed an 80.4 per cent 

increase in exports of rice – both basmati and non basmati during the April-December 
period of the current financial year touching 11.58 million tonnes. Exports of non 

Basmati rice alone accounted for an increase of 129 per cent. Besides, India has been 

exporting meat, sugar, dairy products, honey, pulses. 
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Source: The Economic Times; 23 February 2021 

 

CHINA’S OPAQUE SHIPYARDS SHOULD 

RAISE RED FLAGS FOR FOREIGN COMPANIES 
- Matthew P. Funaiole Joseph S. Bermudez Jr. and Brian Hart 

Seaborne trade is the lifeblood of the global economy. Around 80 percent of trade in 
goods is transported by seagoing vessels, many of which are built in China and sold to 

companies around the world. On the surface, purchasing container ships and tankers 
from China appears innocuous. China is, after all, the world’s largest producer of 

merchant ships. Yet the lines between commercial and military activities at Chinese 

shipyards are becoming increasingly blurred, raising concerns about whether foreign 
capital is helping to support China’s ongoing naval modernization  

Commercial vessels are, however, not all that Jiangnan produces. The shipyard is also 

responsible for delivering warships to the People’s Liberation Army Navy (PLAN), and 
the workshops, fabrication facilities, and slipways used for producing naval vessels are 

often the same as those used for merchant ships. Neither Jiangnan Shipbuilding 
Group nor its parent company CSSC are shy about this dual purpose. Jiangnan 

describes itself as the “birthplace of the nation’s [commercial] industry and defense 

industry,” and CSSC includes “supporting national defense construction” among its 
core missions. This emphasis on military and commercial activity is a hallmark of 

China’s military-civil fusion (MCF) strategy, which is a top priority for President Xi 
Jinping. Under the banner of MCF, the Chinese Communist Party is seeking to fuse 

the country’s economic and social development strategies with its security strategies 

to promote innovation and integrated development. This blending of commercial and 
military activities is particularly evident when tracing the development of China’s third 

aircraft carrier. Known as the Type 003, the carrier has been under construction at 
Jiangnan since at least late 2018 and, once operational, is expected to significantly 

upgrade the PLAN’s capabilities. Sometime between May 24 and June 2, 2020, 

prefabricated components of the Type 003’s hull were relocated to a drydock on the 
western side of Jiangnan for assembly. Satellite imagery from May 20 reveals that just 

days before, the same drydock was being used to build one of the aforementioned 
LNG-powered container ships ordered by France’s CMA CGM. Fast forward to 

January of this year, and imagery confirms that work on no less than five LNG-

powered vessels for CMA CGM has continued in the shadow of China’s new carrier. 

Visible in the same satellite image are two container ships bearing the distinctive hull 
markings of Taiwan’s Evergreen. One such vessel is moored at a T-pier jutting into the 

Yangtze River. Docked alongside it are two Type 055 cruisers and a Type 052D 
destroyer. Both surface combatants were highlighted as elements of the PLAN’s 

growing capabilities in the Department of Defense’s most recent annual report on the 

Chinese military. It is also worth noting that a Type 052D took part in a 2020 naval 
drill that stoked tensions with Taiwan. The arrangement at Jiangnan is not unique. 

Situated about 18 km to the southwest is Hudong-Zhonghua Shipyard, another major 
hub in China’s shipbuilding empire. Like Jiangnan, Hudong-Zhonghua builds 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/small-biz/trade/exports/insights/india-set-to-manufacture-containers-to-boost-exports/articleshow/81183104.cms
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commercial vessels for foreign-owned companies, including separate orders over the 
past three years from two Japanese companies—K Line and Mitsui OSK Lines—for 

three LNG-powered carriers. Evergreen is once again in the mix; two container ships 
the Taiwan-based conglomerate purchased in November 2019 are being built at 

Hudong-Zhonghua. It should come as little surprise that the shipyard also develops 

military vessels. The Hudong–Zhonghua Shipbuilding Group, another subsidiary of 
CSSC, fields foreign shipbuilding orders while also proudly proclaiming to be the 

“cradle of Chinese frigates and landing ships.” Key among the naval vessels that 
Hudong–Zhonghua produces are the Type 054A frigate and the Type 075 amphibious 

assault ship, the latter of which is yet to be commissioned. The Type 075 is expected 

to significantly upgrade the PLAN’s ability to project power into China’s near seas. Its 
ability to transport, land, and support ground forces operating outside the Chinese 

mainland should be particularly worrying to Taiwan. By purchasing vessels from 
Chinese shipyards, foreign companies are immersing themselves in an opaque 

ecosystem where demarcations between commercial and military shipbuilding 

activities are either unclear or nonexistent. As shipbuilding has grown more 
specialized, shipyards in Europe and the United States have largely focused on either 

military or commercial production. Shipyards elsewhere that do produce both military 
and commercial vessels often separate their facilities. Take, for example, South Korea’s 

Hyundai Heavy Industries (HHI), which builds merchant and naval vessels at its Ulsan 

Shipyard. HHI is readily transparent about which facilities at Ulsan are designated for 
naval development. The situation appears more muddled in Japan. Japan Marine 

United (JMU), for example, works on both commercial and Maritime Self-Defense 
Force vessels at the same shipyard in Yokohama. 

Any blending of shipbuilding activities within allied nations is far less of a concern for 

the United States than what is happening in China. The revenue generated from 

foreign sales are critical to advancing China’s shipbuilding industry, and it is hard to 
imagine this financial boon not also paying dividends for the ongoing modernization 

of the PLAN. As the December 2020 maritime strategy report published by the U.S. 
Marine Corps, Department of the Navy, and U.S. Coast Guard makes clear, this 

modernization is occurring in lockstep with China’s rising assertiveness and an 

intention “to dominate its regional waters and remake the international order in its 
favor.” 

China’s lack of transparency should raise red flags, especially for countries with 

shipping companies that rely on Chinese-built hulls.  Particularly concerning are 
foreign orders placed with Jiangnan, Hudong-Zhonghua, and any of the other 145 

subsidiaries operating under the umbrella of CSSC. This has been clear since at least 
2017, when the former chairman of China Shipbuilding Industry Corporation (one of 

two major state-owned enterprises that merged to form CSSC in 2019) stated that the 

company was advancing MCF by tapping commercial technologies to advance military 
modernization Washington has begun to act. In November 2020, then-president 

Donald Trump signed an executive order mandating that U.S. individuals and 
companies divest from funds that include investments in 31 Chinese firms tied to the 

Chinese military. The list included both companies that now comprise CSSC in 

recognition of their role in advancing China’s military buildup. This designation, 
however, has not halted CSSC subsidiaries from producing multimillion-dollar 

commercial vessels for U.S. allies and partners. 
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As the new Biden administration formulates its China policy, it should evaluate U.S. 
exposure to China’s shipbuilding industry and, importantly, call upon its allies and 

partners to do the same. South Korea and Japan boast major shipbuilding industries 
that may welcome an influx of orders from companies deterred from doing business 

with China. While such a move would undoubtedly run into short-term capacity issues, 

the United States can help spearhead a long-term shift. The U.S. government has 
recently launched initiatives, such as the Clean Network program, to work with 

selected partners to secure critical industries. A similar approach could help to connect 
trusted partners in the shipbuilding industry. Doing so starts with an earnest 

conversation among like-minded nations about the consequences of wading in the 

murky waters of China’s shipbuilding industry. 

Matthew P. Funaiole is a senior fellow for data analysis with the iDeas Lab and 
senior fellow with the China Power Project at the Center for Strategic and 

International Studies (CSIS) in Washington, D.C. Joseph S. Bermudez, Jr., is a senior 
fellow for imagery analysis (non-resident) with the CSIS iDeas Lab and Korea Chair. 

Brian Hart is a research associate with the CSIS China Power Project. 

Source: csis.org; 26 February 2021 

 

 

INDIA’S AVERAGE SHIP TURNAROUND TIME 

AT MAJOR PORTS IMPROVES 
- Chaitanya Mallapur  

The average turnaround time for ships at major ports in India has reduced by 35 
percent over the last six years, indicating a significant improvement in the country’s 

port management infrastructure. Ports are considered major growth drivers as they 
play an important role in a country’s economic development. One of the key indicators 

to measure the efficiency of ports is turnaround time -- the time a ship spends entering, 

unloading, loading and exiting the port -- which has improved considerably over the 
past few years. Ships’ average turnaround at the country’s major ports fell from 4 days 

in 2014-15 to 2.59 days in 2019-20, according to the Economic Survey 2020-21, 
released last month. However, this has increased from 2.48 days in 2018-19, and is 

likely to rise further in the current year (2.62 days during April-September 2020-21). 

“As per the latest UNCTAD data, the median ship turnaround time globally is 0.97 
days, suggesting that India has room to further improve upon the efficiency at ports,” 

the Economic Survey said. About 95 percent of India’s trade by volume and 68 percent 
by value moves through maritime transport. India has 12 major ports and 200 minor 

ports along its 7,517-km-long coastline, which acts as a natural resource for facilitating 

trade. The total cargo capacity of the country’s major ports rose to 1,534.91 million 
tonnes per annum (MTPA) at the end of March 2020, from 871.52 MTPA at end-March 

2014. 

“A consistent growth of around 6 percent was maintained in overall port traffic 
between 2015-16 and 2018-19. It decelerated to 1.98 percent in 2019-20 before falling 

https://www.csis.org/analysis/chinas-opaque-shipyards-should-raise-red-flags-foreign-companies
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sharply in 2020 owing to the lockdown in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic,” the 
Economic Survey said. Port efficiency can shape countries’ trade competitiveness. 

Every hour of port time saved by ships translates into savings in port infrastructure 
expenditure for ports, ship capital costs for carriers, and inventory holding outlays for 

shippers, according to the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development. 

Pradip port along the eastern coast in Odisha has shown the biggest improvement in 
reducing the turnaround time of ships from 7 days in 2014-15 to less than 3 days. 

Cochin port in Kerala recorded the lowest (1.66 days) turnaround time, while 
Mormugao (3.94 days) in Goa has the highest among all the major ports. A study was 

conducted for measuring efficiency and productivity of major ports to bring them on 

par with international standards. The study identified 116 port-wise action points of 
which 93 were completed, which resulted in reduction of turnaround time, the 

government had informed parliament in November 2019. Cargo traffic at Indian ports 
is estimated to reach 2500 MMTPA by 2025, for which the government has prepared 

a roadmap for increasing the capacity to 3300+ MMTPA under the Sagarmala project. 

This includes port operational efficiency improvement, capacity expansion of existing 
ports and new port development. 

Source: moneycontrol.com; 24 February 2021 

 

GOOD FAITH MATTERS UTMOST 
- James E. Mercante and Kristin E. Poling 

Uberrimae fidei—rhymes with obey! This matters in maritime law. The doctrine is one 

of the oldest and deeply entrenched of all maritime laws, yet so often it causes unwary 

mariners to run aground. The Latin phrase translates to “utmost good faith”. It 
requires an insured purchasing marine insurance to “disclose to the insurer all known 

circumstances that materially affect the risk being insured.” Knight v. U.S. Fire Ins. 
Co., 804 F.2d 9 (2d Cir. 1986). Failure to abide has dire consequences. The breach of 

this duty permits the insurer to void the entire marine policy “ab initio”, another Latin 

phrase, meaning from the beginning! 

Uberrimae fidei requires “the most abundant good faith; absolute and perfect candor 
or openness and honesty; the absence of any concealment or deception, however 

slight. A phrase used to express the perfect good faith, concealing nothing, with which 
a contract must be made.” Thebes Shipping v. Assicurazioni Ausonia SPA, 599 F. Supp. 

405, 427 (S.D.N.Y. 1984). The doctrine is implied in all maritime insurance contracts. 

The disclosure must typically be made on the insurance application, which is the 
document containing all pertinent information regarding the vessel to be insured, the 

person to be insured, and other information requested by the underwriter. If an 
insured omits information or makes a misrepresentation that is considered material 

(important), the insurer does not need to demonstrate that the insured acted 

intentionally in order to rescind the contract. The insurer only needs to prove that the 
representation of a fact was false and material. 

Ancient History 

https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/business/indias-average-ship-turnaround-time-at-major-ports-improves-6568461.html
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The origins of uberrimae fidei can be traced back centuries, even before the existence 
of U.S. courts. It was for good reason because a marine underwriter was not in a 

position to know all material facts relative to a risk to be insured, especially in the 
transient world of maritime commerce. It was thus imperative that the insured provide 

full disclosure of all material information when binding marine insurance. See Thomas 

J. Schoenbaum, Admiralty and Maritime Law §19:14, at 460 (6th ed. 2018). “The 
historical origins of this duty ‘can probably be traced to the early coffee-house days 

when the writing of insurance on ships and cargoes in far away ports would have been 
impossible without complete and utter candor as to all material aspects of the risk.’” 

Jeremy A. Herschaft, Not Your Average Coffee Shop: Lloyd’s of London—A Twenty-

First-Century Primer on the History, Structure, and Future of the Backbone of Marine 
Insurance, 29 Tul. Mar. L.J. 169, 180 (2005). “As early as 1766, Lord Mansfield 

recognized that insurance contracts impose a heightened duty of good faith to prevent 
a party from omitting or concealing facts that would induce the counterparty into a 

bargain, from his ignorance.” Parliament later codified the doctrine of uberrimae fidei 

into the Marine Insurance Act of 1906. QBE Seguros v. Morales-Vázquez, 2021 U.S. 
App. LEXIS 1399 (1st Cir. Jan 19, 2021), citing Carter v. Boehm (1766) 97 Eng. Rep. 

1162, 1164 (K.B.). “Such a requirement was rooted in practical wisdom, recognizing 
that an insurer often lacked the ability to verify the insured’s representations before 

issuing a policy.” QBE Seguros, 2021 U.S. App. LEXIS 1399 (1st Cir. Jan. 19, 2021). 

The earliest U.S. maritime case referencing the doctrine of uberrimae fidei stems back 

to the early 1800s. In M’Lanahan v. Universal Insurance Co., 26 U.S. 170 (1828), a 
marine policy was requested for the wooden brig named CREOLE by a written letter. 

However, insurance was not effected until two months after the initial request, at 
which time it was suspected that the vessel had already been lost. The U.S. Supreme 

Court, Justice Story had notably referred to uberrimae fidei as an “enlightened moral 

policy”, thereby cementing uberrimae fidei as a doctrine recognized in U.S. maritime 
law. The United Kingdom, where uberrimae fidei was first launched, abolished the 

Marine Insurance Act in 2015, and no longer permits an insurer to outright cancel a 
policy for a potential nondisclosure without further development. However, this duty 

of utmost good faith doctrine remains steadfast in U.S. maritime law. 

What’s App? 

An important question becomes what is considered “material” to a marine 
underwriter? Information will be considered material if “it might have a bearing on 

the risk to be assumed by the insurer.” HIH Marine Services v. Fraser, 211 F.3d 1359, 

1362 (11th Cir. 2000). As noted, a material misrepresentation or omission in the policy 
application is grounds for voiding the policy. Royal Ins. Co. of Am. v. Harbor Shuttle, 

1999 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 23964 (E.D.N.Y. 1999). 

For starters, information that is requested on an insurance application is deemed 
material as a matter of law. Royal Ins. Co. of Am., 1999 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 23964 

(purchase price of vessel); Griffith v. American National Fire Ins. Co., 1997 AMC 2745 

(D. Del. 1997) (ownership of vessel). The material non-disclosure does not need to be 
related to the loss. Courts apply the doctrine of uberrimae fidei in a variety of 

circumstances. A recent decision from the First Circuit voided coverage for a 40-foot 
yacht when an insured failed to disclose a prior grounding of another vessel. The 

insured also failed to identify on his application several vessels he had previously 
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owned. When the insured yacht sustained significant fire damage, the insurer denied 
coverage citing breach of the duty of uberrimae fidei. The court held that “this case is 

a poster child for the continuing relevance of the doctrine … [the] underwriter was 
“pressed for time because [the insured] needed the insurance for that same day.” To 

accommodate the insured, the underwriter moved rapidly; it delivered the requested 

coverage just 36 minutes after the broker submitted the insured’s application. In other 
words, the stringent burden of disclosure allowed the insured to obtain marine 

insurance in a matter of minutes. Reaffirming the significance of the doctrine of 
uberriemae fidei, the First Circuit explained: “This practical wisdom still rings true 

when applied to marine insurance—an industry in which, for example, a policy may 

have to be issued in London, on a time-sensitive basis, for a vessel berthed halfway 
across the globe.” QBE Seguros v. Morales-Vazquez, 2021 U.S. App. LEXIS 1399 (1st 

Cir. Jan 19, 2021). The court observed: “Although the availability of information has 
improved dramatically in recent times, a marine insurer and its insured do not have 

equal access to the information needed to make underwriting decisions and to set 

premiums … Thus, even though uberrimae fidei has been scuttled in other areas of 
insurance law, the peculiarities of marine insurance underscore the case for its 

continued desirability.” Id. at 14. Btesh v. Royal Insurance Co. of Liverpool, 49 F.2d 
720 (2d Cir. 1931), applied the doctrine to void coverage when a shipper of silk and 

cotton material mislabeled the cargo as consisting of only cotton items. The certificate 

of insurance, however, correctly described the cargo as containing both cotton and silk. 
The cargo was stolen en route, and the insurer declined coverage. The Second Circuit 

affirmed the ruling that the insured had failed to disclose the full risk of the shipment 
by improperly categorizing the goods. 

In Knight v U.S. Fire Ins. Co., 804 F.2d 9 (2d Cir. 1986), the insurance contract was 

void ab initio when the insured failed to disclose to the insurer that his prior marine 

policy was canceled for fraud. The insured procured artwork in a foreign country and 
insured it for an ocean voyage. The insurance was cancelled because the insurers 

received unsubstantiated information that a fraud was occurring. The insured then 
went ahead and insured the items with another insurer without disclosing the prior 

cancellation. As fate would have it, vessel sank, items lost, and insurance claim 

submitted. The district court voided the policy ab initio. The Second Circuit affirmed 
and held that under the doctrine of uberrimae fidei the insured was required to 

disclose the prior insurance cancellation, even if the allegations of prior fraud were 
unsubstantiated. 

In St. Paul Fire & Marine Ins. Co. v. Matrix Posh, 507 Fed. Appx. 94 (2d Cir. 2013), the 

insured failed to disclose a loss that had occurred prior to inception of the policy, 
permitting the insurer to rescind the contract. The court explained that the doctrine of 

uberrimae fidei demands “that the parties to a marine insurance policy must accord 

each other the highest degree of good faith.” This duty “requires an assured to disclose 
any information that materially affects the risk being insured, because the assured is 

more likely to be aware of such information.” If the insured fails to make the required 
disclosures—i.e., any material information—the policy is void ab initio. The insured is 

required to communicate the information to the insurer before the policy is issued, so 

that the insurer can decide for itself at that time whether to accept the risk. Most courts 
will require some proof that the marine insurer relied upon the misrepresentation. 

There is a school of thought that permitting rescission or avoidance without some 
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showing of reliance would create a “moral hazard” by permitting insurers to accept 
premium for suspect risks and then avoiding coverage when a claim is made based on 

a misrepresentation. 

For instance, in Albany Ins. Co. v. Horak, 1993 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 9500 (E.D.N.Y. 1993), 
an insured’s policy was void ab initio for theft of a vessel when the insured failed to 

disclose in his application the purchase price, the condition of his vessel, and a 

significant prior loss. The prior owner had struck a submerged object and punctured a 
hole in the bottom of the vessel, causing water to enter. The vessel was repaired and 

then sold to the insured “as is” for $54,000. The insured then invested nearly $50,000 
to restore the vessel and applied for insurance. The insurer issued a policy with a hull 

value of $350,000 after receiving a marine survey and application from the insured. 

In the subsequent theft claim dispute, the court voided the policy ab initio because the 
insured failed to disclose to the marine underwriter that he had paid only $57,000 for 

the boat and purchased it “as is where is” after an accident. The court held that a 
reasonable person in the insured’s position would know that these particular facts 

“would have controlled the underwriter’s decision” as to whether or not to accept the 

risk, as was made clear both by the underwriter’s affidavit and by the fact that the 
matter was the subject of direct questions on the application form. 

Steady as She Goes 

The well entrenched admiralty doctrine of uberrimae fidei shows no signs of going out 

of style. Despite the fact that the doctrine was harpooned from the UK’s marine 
insurance code, it remains steadfast on our shores. Thus, as this doctrine compels, it 

is better to be an open book when applying for marine insurance, because despite the 
well-entrenched phrase, it is not the “loose lips” that sink ships. 

James E. Mercante heads the admiralty, transportation and marine insurance 

practice team at Rubin, Fiorella, Friedman & Mercante. Kristin E. Poling is an 

associate with the firm. 

Source: law.com; 24 February 2021 

 

NMPT INKS 7 PACTS FOR ₹1,417 CRORE 

INVESTMENT IN THE PORT 
The New Mangalore Port Trust (NMPT) on Wednesday entered into seven 

memorandum of understandings (MoUs) for investment at the port in the run-up to 
the Virtual Maritime India Summit, 2021, scheduled between March 2 and March 4. 

NMPT chairman A.V. Ramana and other senior officers of the port signed the pact 
with different companies, including Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Ltd., in 

the presence of Deputy Chief Minister C.N. Ashwath Narayan and Nalin Kumar Kateel, 

MP, during the Mangaluru Innovation Conclave. The biggest investment comes from 
MRPL in the form of seawater desalination plant work of which was in the advanced 

stage on NMPT’s leased land to the former. 

https://www.law.com/newyorklawjournal/2021/02/24/good-faith-matters-utmost/?slreturn=20210229075752
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MRPL will invest ₹637 crore for the project that provides industry-quality water to 
MRPL reducing its dependence on freshwater. With this, MRPL could operate round-

the-clock throughout the year. Company Managing Director M. Venkatesh and Mr. 
Ramana signed the understanding. Adani Cements inked a pact with NMPT for setting 

up a conveyor system in the port with silos, a packing plant, and other allied facilities 

to receive, store, pack and distribute cement, fly ash and slag to different parts of the 
State as well as neighbouring States. 

Adani’s Director Rohit Vohra and NMPT Deputy Chairman K.G. Nath signed the 

understanding that promises ₹133 crore investment. Mr. Venkatesh and Mr. Ramana 
also signed a pact for laying of Bharat Stage VI high-speed diesel (HSD) pipeline from 

MRPL to NMPT for supply of HSD at a cost of ₹73 crore. Central Warehousing 
Corporation’s Group General Manager Shivanand Rai and NMPT’s Traffic Manager 

Y.R. Belagal signed another understanding for development of warehousing facilities 

and container freight station within the port premises with an investment of ₹100 

crore. Indian Oil Corporation will construct tank farm and renovate its oil terminal 

within NMPT premises at a cost of ₹350 crore. NMPT also inked a pact with Dredging 

Corporation of India for Monsoon maintenance dredging of the Port for three years at 

a cost of ₹111.22 crore. Besides, Ultratech Cement signed a pact to construct a 5,000-

tonne capacity cement silo at a cost of ₹13 crore. 

Source: The Hindu; 26 February 2021 
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MARINE ENVIRONMENT 
 

PHOTOS OF ISRAEL'S MYSTERIOUS AND 

DEVASTATING OIL SPILL 
- Nicole Bonaccorso 

Israel is cleaning up from a devastating recent oil spill, and the source of the spill is 

still unknown. Israeli Officials have called it one of the country's worst ecological 
disasters in decades. Tar began washing up on Israel's beaches last week, and 

according to The New York Times, the tar is spread across more than 100 miles of 

coastline from Israel to southern Lebanon. Israel's interior minister has advised 
people to stay away from the beaches as cleanup continues. 

Israeli news site Haaretz reported that the disaster dumped large amounts of tar onto 

the sea floor and rocky areas making up a third of Israel's shore, and more tar was 
reported on Thursday. The spill has devastated sea life in the Mediterranean, and will 

set back three decades of efforts to protect and renew biodiversity along the coastline, 
Shaul Goldstein, the director of Israel’s Nature and Parks Authority, told The New 

York Times. Authorities suspect the spill came from a leak in a passing ship, but the 

country's Environmental Protection Ministry (EPM) said it only learned about the 
problem when tar began to wash up on beaches on Feb. 17. An investigation into the 

incident is underway, but a gag order issued by an Israeli court in Haifa has restricted 
publication of many details about the case. According to the Jerusalem Post, the 

investigation was focusing on a list of ten different oil tankers that may have been 

responsible for the spill. Tests on the oil's composition will help to identify which oil 
tanker may have leaked. Satellite images provided by the European Maritime Safety 

Agency have pinpointed an area of 3.9 square miles, 31 miles offshore, where the spill 
likely occurred. 

The Jerusalem Post reported that with the help of about 2,000 volunteers, more than 

70 tons of tar was cleaned from beaches by Thursday. The EPM estimates that a total 

of 1,200 tons has so far washed ashore, and more may wash up in Israel's northern 
shores, where the rockier terrain makes cleanup more difficult. 

Source: weather.com; 27 February 2021 

 

STUDY: CORAL REEF PREDATORS GET 

THEIR FOOD FROM THE OPEN OCEAN 
According to a new study, published Friday in the journal Science Advances, more than 

70% of the caloric energy consumed by reef predators is sourced from the open ocean. 

https://weather.com/photos/news/2021-02-26-israel-mediterranean-oil-spill-photos
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Open surface waters in the tropics are low in nutrients and typically thought to be 
relatively unproductive, but the latest research these environments are more 

ecologically valuable than scientists previously estimated. For the study, scientists 
used isotopic analysis to examine the diets of four grouper species captured near coral 

reefs in the Maldives, an island chain a few hundred miles southwest of India. The 

analysis showed all four predatory fish rely on open ocean resources. Scientists found 
evidence of offshore resource consumption among groupers captured both outside of 

an atoll, a ring-shaped reef, as well as grouper found in the lagoon within. Scientists 
suspect grouper are feeding on plankton-eating fish that rely on coral reef for shelter 

instead of food. 

Researchers estimate upwelling from the deep ocean is responsible for the delivering 

of nutrient-dense water to the surface, fueling the plankton that feed many reef fish -- 
fish that often end up in the stomachs of grouper. "The study provides key insights into 

the nutrition of coral reef ecosystems, especially their dependence on offshore 
production," ecologist and study lead author Christina Skinner said in a news release. 

"Detailed knowledge of food web dynamics is crucial to understand the impacts of 

anthropogenic and climate-induced change in marine ecosystems." Skinner led the 
research while working at Newcastle University, but now works as a postdoctoral 

researcher at the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology. "The results force 
us to reconsider how we view coral reefs, and they highlight the extent of the 

connectivity with the surrounding ocean," she said. "If these groupers are mostly 

reliant on offshore energy to support their feeding, then maybe they won't be so 
impacted by the loss of live coral, as many fishery studies have predicted; they may be 

more resilient." 

But coral reefs aren't the only ecosystems affected by climate change. Studies suggest 
global warming is already altering the makeup of plankton communities and other 

groups of microorganisms in the open ocean, and some models predict open ocean 
productivity will decline as the planet heats up. "If that is the case, and these groupers 

are reliant on that open ocean energy, they will be impacted by those changes," Skinner 

said. 

Researchers suggest their study's biggest takeaway is that open water and coral reef 
ecosystems are inextricably linked. The effects of warming trends and coastal pollution 

on coral reef health has been well documented, and the latest findings suggests are a 
reminder that what's bad for reefs may also be bad for neighboring ecosystems. "Coral 

reefs are really suffering across the tropics from climate-related disturbances, 

particularly oceanic warming," said co-author Nick Polunin, professor of 
environmental sciences at Newcastle. "In spite of its tiny area, this ecosystem is a 

massive contributor to marine biodiversity and this study highlights how little we 
know about the food web sources sustaining that exceptional wealth of species it 

sustains." 

This article has been adapted from its original source. 

Source: albawaba.com; 22 February 2021 
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GEOPOLITICS 
 

TAIWAN URGES PEOPLE TO EAT MORE 

PINEAPPLES AFTER CHINA BANS IMPORTS 

AMID CAMPAIGN OF 'INTIMIDATION'  
Taiwan President Tsai Ing-wen has called on people to eat more pineapples to help 
farmers, saying Taiwan had been "ambushed" by a Chinese ban on the fruit, 

reminiscent of Beijing's use of tariffs to sting Australia. Amid what some have labelled 

a campaign of "intimidation", China said on Friday it was suspending imports of 
pineapples from sub-tropical Taiwan, citing "harmful creatures" it said could come 

with the fruit, threatening China's own agriculture. The move, which is due to begin at 
the start of March, prompted condemnation from Taiwan's ruling party. Ms Tsai said 

in a Facebook post that the island's agricultural exports met international standards. 

"China sent an ambush-like notice, unilaterally suspending the imports of Taiwan 
pineapples. This obviously was not a normal trade decision," she wrote without 

elaboration. Taiwan's ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) said on top of 
ongoing "military intimidation", Beijing is also using the import ban to exert economic 

pressure on Taiwan, which counts China among its top trading partners despite 
political tensions. "This is not the first time China has used agricultural exports to 

other countries as political threats," the DPP said in a statement. China has over the 

past year added heavy tariffs to imported Australian products such as wine, barley, 
beef, cotton and coal as the relationship between the two nations deteriorates. Beijing, 

which has never renounced the use of force to bring Taiwan under its control, has 
carried out repeated air missions in the south-western corner of Taiwan's air defence 

identification zone in recent months. 

Taiwan's air force scrambled for a second straight day last weekend after a dozen 

Chinese fighter aircraft and bombers carried out drills close to Taiwan-controlled 
islands in the disputed South China Sea. Asked at a news briefing last month about the 

air forces' recent activities, Chinese Defence Ministry spokesman Wu Qian said Taiwan 
was an inseparable part of China. Mr Wu said a "handful" of people in Taiwan were 

seeking the island's independence. "We warn those 'Taiwan independence' elements: 

those who play with fire will burn themselves, and 'Taiwan independence' means war," 
he added. Taiwan exported about 46,000 tonnes of pineapples last year, and more 

than 90 per cent of them were sold to China, the DPP said. 

Source: abc.net.au; 26 February 2021 
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IN GENEVA, INDIA SIGNALS TO SRI LANKA 

THAT SUPPORT IN UNHRC IS NOT A GIVEN 
- Devirupa Mitra 

New Delhi: Indicating that New Delhi has kept all options open, India has signalled to 

Sri Lanka that its support for the country at the United Nations Human Rights Council 
should not be taken for granted. In Geneva, the UN Human Rights Council is holding 

its 46th regular session, which will decide the fate of a critical resolution against Sri 

Lanka. The first draft (also confusingly termed the ‘zero draft’) was circulated earlier 
this week. The vote will take place in the last couple of days of the session, ending on 

March 22. The draft resolution, submitted by the Core Group comprising the United 
Kingdom, Germany, Malawi, Montenegro and North Macedonia, responds to a 

scathing report released by the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights 

on January 27.  This report was formally presented to the UN Human Rights Council 
on Wednesday, February 24, followed by member states offering their views over two 

days.  

At the meeting, Sri Lankan foreign minister Dinesh Gunawardena had called on the 
member states to reject the draft resolution.   Indian permanent representative to the 

UN in Geneva, Indra Mani Pandey, significantly noted that the UN report had raised 
“important concerns” and aspirations of Tamils contributions to Sri Lanka’s unity and 

integrity.  “The assessment of the High Commissioner regarding developments nearly 

12 years from the end of the conflict raises important concerns,” said Pandey at the 
virtual meeting. The UN report warns that lack of accountability of Sri Lanka’s 

previous violations has not only increased the risk of repetition of those crimes but 
also highlighted “worrying trends over the past year, such as deepening impunity, 

increasing militarisation of governmental functions, ethno-nationalist rhetoric, and 

intimidation of civil society”. India also noted that the Sri Lankan government “has 
articulated its position on these issues as well”. “In evaluation of both of these, we 

should be guided by a commitment to find a lasting and effective solution for this 
issue,” added Pandey. Indian permanent representative to the UN in Geneva, Indra 

Mani Pandey, significantly noted that the UN report had raised “important concerns” 

and aspirations of Tamils contributions to Sri Lanka’s unity and integrity.  

“The assessment of the High Commissioner regarding developments nearly 12 years 
from the end of the conflict raises important concerns,” said Pandey at the virtual 

meeting. The UN report warns that lack of accountability of Sri Lanka’s previous 
violations has not only increased the risk of repetition of those crimes but also 

highlighted “worrying trends over the past year, such as deepening impunity, 

increasing militarisation of governmental functions, ethno-nationalist rhetoric, and 
intimidation of civil society”. India also noted that the Sri Lankan government “has 

articulated its position on these issues as well”. “In evaluation of both of these, we 
should be guided by a commitment to find a lasting and effective solution for this 

issue,” added Pandey. Indian permanent representative to the UN in Geneva, Indra 

Mani Pandey, significantly noted that the UN report had raised “important concerns” 
and aspirations of Tamils contributions to Sri Lanka’s unity and integrity.  “The 
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assessment of the High Commissioner regarding developments nearly 12 years from 
the end of the conflict raises important concerns,” said Pandey at the virtual meeting. 

The UN report warns that lack of accountability of Sri Lanka’s previous violations has 

not only increased the risk of repetition of those crimes but also highlighted “worrying 
trends over the past year, such as deepening impunity, increasing militarisation of 

governmental functions, ethno-nationalist rhetoric, and intimidation of civil society”. 

India also noted that the Sri Lankan government “has articulated its position on these 
issues as well”. “In evaluation of both of these, we should be guided by a commitment 

to find a lasting and effective solution for this issue,” added Pandey. Similarly, K. 
Guruparan, attorney-at-law and formerly Senior Lecturer in Law at the University of 

Jaffna, felt that India’s statement “referring to meeting Tamil aspirations and Sri 

Lanka’s sovereignty as mutually reinforcing is interesting”. “One wonders whether 
India also meant the contrary, that not meeting Tamil aspirations will weaken Sri 

Lanka’s sovereignty,” he asked. The draft resolution recognises a “persistent lack of 
accountability through domestic mechanisms” and urged the UN human rights 

commission to devise strategies to support “relevant judicial proceedings in Member 

States with competent jurisdiction”. India has a national position against resolutions 
targeting a single country in multilateral bodies. But, with regard to Sri Lanka, India’s 

record has been varied, as domestic political factors often dictated its voting decision. 
In the last 12 years, there have been seven resolutions on Sri Lanka at the UN human 

rights council. 

India’s vote at resolutions on Sri Lanka at UNHRC 

After the end of the civil war, Sri Lanka had submitted a resolution (S-11/1) at a special 
session in May 2009. It was passed by 29 votes in favour, with the western bloc voting 

against it. India had voted in favour. Three years later, the United States brought a 

substantial resolution (19/2) against Sri Lanka, which was approved. For the first time, 
India joined 23 other states voting in favour of the resolution.  Next year in March 

2013, India again voted in favour of another resolution (22/1) on Sri Lanka, drafted by 
the United States. Just ahead of the vote, Tamil Nadu’s main opposition party, Dravida 

Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK), had withdrawn from the Centre’s ruling alliance on the 

grounds that India was not doing enough to alleviate the alleged human rights 
violations of Sri Lankan Tamils. 

In March 2014, the Human Rights Council, through resolution 25/1, authorised an 

investigation of war crimes committed in Sri Lanka between February 2002 and 2011. 
India abstained during the vote on grounds that the resolution ignored steps taken by 

Sri Lanka at reconciliation. After the Mahinda Rajapaksa government’s defeat in 2015, 

Sri Lanka joined resolution 30/1 drafted by the Core Group that called for a domestic 
accountability mechanism, with the prospect of international judges. The Council 

adopted the resolution without a vote.  The next two resolutions in 2017 (34/1) and 
2019 (40/1) were also approved by consensus. However, there will undoubtedly be a 

vote on a resolution on Sri Lanka before the end of the current HRC session. This will 

be the first such resolution after the Rajapaksa brothers came back to power in 
November 2019. During the discussion on February 24 and 25, the divide between the 

member states were on expected lines – China, Pakistan defending Sri Lanka, while 
the UK and the EU were calling on Colombo to show more accountability. However, 

there was no statement on behalf of the bloc of Islamic countries. Unlike in previous 
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years, India’s remarks did not list any steps that Sri Lanka had taken on the 
reconciliation process.  GTF”s Surendiran was optimistic that India might not just 

abstain at the voting. “I would read the last paragraph as an indication that India could 
potentially vote in favour of the resolution”. 

Sri Lanka has made it clear that it wants a vote from India rejecting the resolution. Sri 

Lankan foreign secretary Jayanth Colombage told The Hindu that he hoped for 

“proactive” and “constructive” commitment, rather than abstention, which is “neither 
here, nor there. Guruparan felt that the Indian statement was indicative of its 

“frustration” with the Sri Lankan government. “The frustration is fuelled by the 
cancelling of the agreement signed during the former regime handing the development 

of the Eastern Container Terminal of the Colombo Port to India and other 

developments which reflect a realignment of Sri Lanka’s foreign policy priorities 
favouring China,” he said. The Jaffna-based lawyer also felt that India’s vote would be 

decided with an eye on elections in Tamil Nadu. India’s Election Commission 
announced on Friday, February 26, that the southern state of Tamil Nadu will have a 

single-phase polling on April 6. “AIADMK has already started reminding voters that 

UPA (i.e. Congress and DMK) had failed to stop the Sri Lankan government from 
committing atrocities during the last phase of the war in 2009. While the Sri Lankan 

Tamil issue has never been a deciding factor in Tamil Nadu elections, the AIADMK 
and BJP will be desperate to use anything that comes their way,” he said. Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi had raised the issue of Sri Lanka during his last visit to the 

southern state on February 14, 2021. 

Source: The Wire; 27 February 2021 

 

POLITICAL IMPASSE OVER THE HOLDING OF 

ELECTIONS IN SOMALIA IS INDEED 

DISAPPOINTING: INDIA 
- PTI 

India has termed as ‘disappointing’ the political impasse over the holding of elections 
in Somalia and said this delay will embolden Al-Shabaab and other armed groups to 

gain ground and continue their terror acts that will subvert democratic gains made so 
far. ”Today, Somalia is yet again facing a political deadlock, which is threatening the 

progress achieved in recent years towards attaining stabilisation. The political impasse 

over the holding of elections is indeed disappointing,” India’s Permanent 
Representative to the UN Ambassador T S Tirumurti said on Monday at the UN 

Security Council meeting on Somalia. He said it has been more than five months since 
the signing of the agreement in September last year between the Federal Government 

of Somalia and Federal Member States. However, contrary to our expectations, the 

meeting between Somalia’s leaders planned initially for February 15 and then 
February 18-19 did not take place. Emphasizing that it is important that Somali leaders 

engage in constructive dialogue to resolve the issues that are delaying the holding of 
elections, Tirumurti said we now expect an early decision of the leaders towards 

https://thewire.in/external-affairs/unhrc-sri-lanka-india-tamil-rights-united-nations
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holding of elections soon. He said New Delhi welcomes the February 16 announcement 
that the Technical Committee representing the Federal Government and the Federal 

Member States identified solutions to outstanding electoral issues and that these have 
been submitted to the National Consultative Council. ”There is little doubt that the 

longer it takes to hold elections, the more complicated the situation will become. The 

delay will only embozden Al-shabaab and other armed groups to gain more ground 
and continue their terror acts, subverting the democratic gains made so far,” Tirumurti 

said as he stressed that India urges all Somalis not to resort to violence during this 
important transition and to encourage dialogue and reconciliation instead. Special 

Representative of the Secretary General for Somalia James Swan told the Council via 

videoconference that the political standoff among key Somali leaders has blocked the 
implementation of the electoral model agreed by the Federal Government of Somalia 

President and Federal Member State leaders on September 17, 2020. 

”This model was formally endorsed by both houses of Parliament and supported by all 
other major political actors, but implementation is in dispute,” he said. Swan added 

that tensions over electoral implementation have now been compounded by questions 

raised by some political figures over the legitimacy of President Mohamed Abdullahi 
Mohamed’s mandate following the expiry of his constitutional term on February 8. 

The Government cites an October parliamentary resolution permitting the President 
to remain, but this is contested by others, he said. 

Tirumurti voiced concern over the frequency of terror attacks perpetrated by Al-

shabaab over the last few months and said that last week’s suicide bombing in 
Mogadishu reflects the fragile security situation in the country. Strongly condemning 

these terror attacks, Tirumurti said India is also concerned at the increased use of IEDs 

by Al-Shabaab and called for extending support to Somali Security Forces in building 
their capacity to tackle this menace. India also voiced deep concern at the exacerbating 

humanitarian situation in Somalia, as sustained conflict and economic instability have 
been compounded by the triple threat of COVID-19, desert locusts and floods. 

Tirumurti said it is ?reprehensible? that humanitarian workers working under such 

difficult circumstances are being targeted by Al-Shabaab and its affiliated groups. 
”Access for humanitarian workers remains critical for alleviating the challenges faced 

by the Somali people. It is equally important to assist Somalia in fighting the desert 
locust which spreads from that region to many parts of Asia, causing extensive damage 

to crops. This aspect should also be given special attention by the international 

community,” he said. 

Tirumurti underlined that the situation in Somalia calls for sustained engagement 
with the Federal Government and Federal Member States to comprehensively address 

the multitude of problems in political, security, and humanitarian fields. 

Noting that the African Union Mission to Somalia (AMISOM) has been playing a key 
role in containing Al-Shabaab in Somalia for several years now, Tirumurti said Somali 

security forces and institutions need continued support to tackle Al Shabaab and other 

armed groups and the transition of security responsibilities from AMISOM to Somali 
security forces should be carefully calibrated, keeping in mind the ground realities. 

Tirumurti cautioned that a ?hasty withdrawal will nullify? the progress achieved so far. 
He further said that the extension of AMISOM mandate should not be limited by the 

current constraints of funding, adding that a technical rollover of AMISOM mandate 
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would allow all stakeholders to look into the reconfiguration of AMISOM in a 
comprehensive manner at a later date. On the issue of piracy, Tirumurti said while 

there have been no successful piracy attacks off the coast of Somalia recently, the 
threat has persisted. The Indian Navy has been conducting anti-piracy patrols in the 

Gulf of Aden and off the coast of Somalia continuously since October 2008 and has 

coordinated with multi-national partners to contribute to maritime security and safety 
for all in the region, he said. 

Source: The Financial Express; 22 February 2021 
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