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MARITIME SECURITY 
 

US DESIGNATES ISIS-MOZAMBIQUE AND ITS 

TANZANIAN LEADER AS 'TERRORISTS' 
- Iain Esau 

The US government has designated the militants behind the Islamist insurgency in 

gas-rich Mozambique as a terrorist organisation and placed its leader, a Tanzanian 
national, on its terrorist watch list. This decision is significant and reflects how the new 

administration of President Joe Biden, compared to his predecessor Donald Trump, is 

moving fast to try to cut off funding avenues to militant organisations throughout 
Africa. The US State Department has also placed ISIS-Democratic Republic of Congo 

and its leader, Seka Musa Baluku, on its terrorist list. 

'Significant risk of committing acts of terrorism' 

These designations are designed to expose and isolate groups and individuals, and 
deny them access to the US financial system, while at the same time helping law 

enforcement activities of US agencies and other governments. “Although ISIS-
associated media portray Islamic State Central Africa Province (ISCAP) as a unified 

structure, ISIS-DRC and ISIS-Mozambique are distinct groups with distinct origins,” 

said the State Department. “These groups have committed or pose a significant risk of 
committing acts of terrorism.” The US State Department said ISIS-Mozambique — 

which has many names, including Ansar al-Sunna, al-Shabaab, Ahl al-Sunna Wa Al-
Jamma and Ansaar Kalimmat Allah — reportedly pledged allegiance to ISIS as early 

as April 2018, and was acknowledged by ISIS as an affiliate in August 2019. Since 

October 2017, ISIS-Mozambique, led by Abu Yasir Hassan, has killed more than 1300 
civilians, while it is estimated more than 2300 civilians, security force members, and 

suspected ISIS-Mozambique militants have been killed since the terrorist group began 
its violent extremist insurgency. 

Widespread displacement 

The group, said the State Department, was responsible for orchestrating a series of 

large-scale and sophisticated attacks resulting in the capture of the strategic port of 
Mocimboa da Praia in Cabo Delgado province. Its attacks have caused the 

displacement of nearly 670,000 persons within northern Mozambique. According to 

the US government, Hassan — also known as Abu Qim and thought to be aged between 
38 and 40 — is a Tanzanian national based in both Cabo Delgado and Pwani region on 

the coast of central Tanzania. All property and interests in property held by ISIS-
Mozambique and Hassan that are subject to US jurisdiction are blocked, and US 

nationals are “generally prohibited” from engaging in any transactions with them". 

The designation also means that foreign financial institutions that “knowingly conduct 
or facilitate any significant transaction on behalf of these groups or individuals could 
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be subject to US …sanctions". In addition, it is now a crime to knowingly provide 
material support to the insurgency in Mozambique, or to attempt or conspire to do so. 

Cabo Ligado, which monitors the insurgency in Mozambique, said in its latest report 
that 1344 people have now been killed by militants with attacks this last week focused 

on Nangade town — located north of Palma where Total is building its Mozambique 

LNG complex — and the border town of Namoto. 

Source: upstreamonline.com; 11 March 2021 

 

EGYPT, FRENCH NAVAL FORCES CARRY OUT 

JOINT EXERCISE TO SAFEGUARD MARITIME 

SECURITY IN REGION 
The Egyptian and French navies carried out a joint exercise at the field of operations 
of the northern fleet under the armed forces’ plan to upgrade training and exchange 

expertise with the fraternal armed forces of other countries. According to an official 

statement on Sunday, the joint exercise was carried out with the participation of 
Egyptian frigate El-Fateh and French aircraft carrier Charles de Gaulle, which is 

Europe’s only nuclear-powered aircraft carrier. The exercise saw several joint training 
activities for combat situations, including maritime defense formations and a night 

navigation exercise, which showed the joint capabilities of the participating units in 

countering various threats day and night. 

They also carried out exercises of landing helicopters on participating Egyptian and 

French naval units and the implementation of maritime security measures in areas of 

operations. “The multiple naval exercises executed by the Egyptian and French navies 
in the past period, with the participation of the most powerful French naval units, 

reflect the substantial development of Egyptian naval forces and the huge 
technological breakthrough in the past years,” the statement said. It added that the 

latest joint exercises reflect the depth of Egyptian-French relations and the consistent 

efforts to safeguard maritime security and stability in the region. 

Source: ahramonline.org; 14 March 2021  

 

IRANIAN SHIP HIT IN ATTACK IN 

MEDITERRANEAN, COMPANY SAYS 
- Reuters 

An Iranian container ship was damaged in an attack in the Mediterranean, the state-

run shipping company said on Friday, adding it would take legal action to identify the 

perpetrators of what it called terrorism and naval piracy. The ship, Shahr e Kord, was 
slightly damaged in Wednesday’s incident by an explosive object which caused a small 

https://www.upstreamonline.com/politics/us-designates-isis-mozambique-and-its-tanzanian-leader-as-terrorists/2-1-978638
https://english.ahram.org.eg/News/405982.aspx
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fire, but no one on board was hurt, the spokesman, Ali Ghiasian, said, according to 
state media. 

“Such terrorist acts amount to naval piracy, and are contrary to international law on 

commercial shipping security, and legal action will be taken to identify the 
perpetrators through relevant international institutions,” Ghiasian said. The vessel 

was headed to Europe when the attack occurred and will leave for its destination after 

repairs, he added. The Iranian-flagged vessel last reported its position off Syria’s coast 
on March 10 as it headed for the Syrian port of Latakia, Refinitiv ship tracking data 

showed. Two maritime security sources said initial indications were that the Iranian 
container ship had been intentionally targeted by an unknown source. The incident 

comes two weeks after an Israeli-owned ship the MV HELIOS RAY was hit by an 

explosion in the Gulf of Oman. The cause was not immediately clear, although a U.S. 
defence official said the blast left holes in both sides of the vessel’s hull. Israel accused 

Iran of being behind the explosion, a charge the Islamic Republic denied. On Friday, 
Israeli officials did not provide comment when asked if Israel was involved in the 

Shahr e Kord incident reported by Iran. The vessel, which is among Iranian ships that 

have been designated by the U.S. under tough sanctions measures, was detained in 
Libya in 2019 although the ship was later released. A third maritime security source 

told Reuters that three other Iranian ships had been damaged in recent weeks by 
unknown causes when sailing through the Red Sea. 

SMUGGLING  

Meanwhile the Wall Street Journal reported that Israel has targeted at least a dozen 

vessels bound for Syria and mostly carrying Iranian oil out of concern that petroleum 
profits are funding terrorism in the Middle East. Iran, which often threatens strong 

retaliation for any Israeli attack, has often declined to point the finger at Israel over 

repeated air strikes on Iranian-backed forces in Syria, in an apparent effort to avoid 
all-out war with Israel. 

Israeli officials declined comment on the report, which cited unnamed U.S. and 

regional officials and came as the Biden administration reviews policy on Iran. The 
U.S. Embassy in Jerusalem had no immediate comment. In a speech to Israeli navy 

cadets in 2019, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu accused Iran of increased oil 

smuggling by sea to circumvent U.S. sanctions, and said the navy corps would “have a 
more important role in blocking these Iranian actions”. He did not elaborate on what 

that might entail. Israel has separately said it is waging a covert “campaign between 
wars” to deny Iranian allies on its borders arms and other support from Tehran. “We 

do not comment on the campaign we are waging, in the operational regard,” Israeli 

security cabinet minister Tzachi Hanegbi told Tel Aviv radio 102 FM when asked about 
the Journal report. “But we always emphasize (that) we must be poised against Iranian 

belligerence on all fronts…and I suppose this also includes the air and sea arenas, as 
well as on land.” The Israeli navy, whose largest vessels are missile corvettes and five 

diesel-fuelled submarines, is mostly active in the Mediterranean and Red seas. 

Source: hellenicshippingnews,com; 14 March 2021 

 

https://www.hellenicshippingnews.com/iranian-ship-hit-in-attack-in-mediterranean-company-says/
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PLANS FOR A HIGH-PROFILE NAVAL 

EXERCISE INVOLVING THE QUAD COUNTRIES 

AND FRANCE BEGIN 
- Srinjoy Chowdhury 

As the Quad countries--India, the United States of America, Japan and Australia-- 

successfully end the first summit-level meeting, plans for a high-profile naval exercise 
involving the four countries and France have begun.  This is Exercise La Perouse, a 

naval war-game in the Indian Ocean with France and the Quad countries. As part of 

New Delhi's plan to increase defence cooperation with the Quad countries and it's old 
friend, France, the Indian Navy will be participating in the exercise for the first time.  

The timing of the exercise is particularly important: right after the Quad summit, in 
April. And months after Exercise Malabar, which began with India and the United 

States and now includes Japan and Australia as well, comes an even bigger effort, with 

the French taking the lead. La Perouse happened in 2019 with the French, the 
Americans, the Japanese and the Australians. But discussions with India have been 

going on for several weeks. It's only right, it was felt, according to high-level sources, 
that the Quad was together in this exercise along with the French.  The French, with 

their bases in Reunion Island, are an Indian Ocean Region power. And Indian ties with 

France in matters of defence, space and nuclear energy are particularly strong. The 
exercise, being seen as a Malabar Plus, will involve anti-submarine warfare drills and 

also, air-defence activities.  It will be important to see how China, which has two 
warships in the Indian Ocean, react to India's presence in La Perouse. Beijing wasn't 

happy with Malabar. It wouldn't be very overjoyed with India being part of a bigger 

effort, involving two P5 countries: France and the United States. 

Source: timesnow.com; 12 March 2021 

 

ISRAEL, GREECE, CYPRUS HOLD NAVAL 

DRILL AMID DEEPENING TIES 
The Israeli military says it has conducted a joint naval exercise with Greece and 

Cyprus, in the latest sign of increased cooperation among three countries that 

increasingly view Turkey as a rival in the Mediterranean Sea. It said the Noble Dina 
exercise, which was led by Israel and also included France, covered “anti-submarine 

procedures, search and rescue scenarios, and a scenario simulating battle between 
ships”. The exercise was concluded on Thursday. “Over the past week, the navy led a 

large-scale exercise in which it implemented capabilities in underwater warfare, 

search and rescue, convoy escort and surface combat,” Rear Admiral Eyal Harel, the 
head of Israeli naval operations, said on Friday. 

“These exercises are of paramount importance in strengthening the navy’s connection 

with foreign fleets who share common interests,” he added. Israel, Greece and Cyprus 
have taken several steps in recent months to cement ties, including advancing plans to 

https://www.timesnownews.com/india/article/plans-for-a-high-profile-naval-exercise-involving-the-quad-countries-and-france-begin/731727
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build a 2,000-megawatt undersea electricity cable and a 1,900km (1,300-mile) 
undersea gas pipeline. The three countries’ defence ministers met in November and 

agreed to increase military cooperation. Greece and Cyprus are embroiled in a dispute 
with Turkey, which has sent gas prospecting vessels into waters claimed by Greece and 

drilling ships into an area where Cyprus claims exclusive rights. The tension brought 

NATO allies Greece and Turkey close to open conflict last year, but tensions have eased 
since then. Israel and Turkey had a major falling-out in 2010, when 10 Turkish citizens 

were killed by Israeli forces as a Turkish-led flotilla tried to break Israel’s blockade on 
the Gaza Strip. The two countries agreed to a US-brokered reconciliation agreement 

in 2016, but ties broke down two years later over a US decision to recognise Jerusalem 

as Israel’s capital. Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan portrays himself as a 
champion of the Palestinian cause and has provided political support to Hamas, which 

seized power in Gaza from rival Palestinian forces in 2007. 

A number of Hamas leaders are based in Turkey, and Erdogan met with the group’s 
top leader, Ismail Haniya, in December 2019. Israel and Western countries view 

Hamas as a “terrorist” group. Turkey considers it a legitimate political actor because it 

won Palestinian parliamentary elections in 2006, and denies providing any aid to the 
group’s armed wing. 

Source: Aljazeera; 12 March 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/3/12/israel-greece-cyprus-hold-naval-drill-amid-deepening-ties
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MARITIME FORCES 
 

INDIAN NAVY PILOTS TO TRAIN ON ANTI-

SUBMARINE HELICOPTERS IN THE US; MH-

60R SEAHAWKS TO ARRIVE SOON 
- Huma Siddiqui 

Soon a team of Indian Navy pilots and ground staff will leave for the US to be trained 
for the new helicopters the navy is expected to receive later this year. The Indian Navy 

is expected to receive the first batch of MH-60R Seahawk maritime helicopters from 
the US-based Sikorsky-Lockheed Martin later this year. Sources have told the 

Financial Express Online that, “A letter has been received from the US based company 

inviting the pilots and ground staff for training. The number of pilots and the ground 
crew has yet to be decided. The training was to take place last year. However, due to 

the global pandemic of Coronavirus and the subsequent shutdown delayed this 
process. “Now, as the world is opening up gradually, the training process will start,” 

the sources added. 

When are the MH-60R Seahawk helicopters arriving? 

The first three out 24 MH-60R Seahawks are expected to be delivered between June – 
September, 2021. Will these be handed over to the Indian Embassy in the US and used 

for training of the pilots, is being worked out. Sources who are familiar with the process 

confirmed “Some of these helicopters will be used for training before they fly to India. 
The original timeline for the delivery is expected to be followed.” The whole process 

had to be put on hold due to the global shut down. The deal was cleared by the Cabinet 
Committee on Security (CCS) last year in February before the former US President 

Donald Trump’s visit to India. This deal for 24 helicopters is through the Foreign 

Military Sales (FMS) for approximately $ 2.6 billion and is expected to help the Indian 
Navy to play a critical role in the Indian Ocean. 

More about MH-60Rs `Romeos’ Helicopters 

These are fourth-generation MH-60Rs `Romeos’ helicopters which the Indian Navy 

will get. They will come loaded with torpedoes and missiles. These missiles can be used 
in anti-submarine roles. Though there is still no clarity on the off-sets, according to 

sources, there is a 30 per cent offset clause as well. The package for India includes 
training, spares and air-to-ground weapons and support. From the time the contract 

will be signed, in five years the delivery of 24 machines will be completed. These 

machines which are going to replace the British Sea King helicopters received 
government approval in 2018 by the Defence Acquisition Council (DAC). As has been 

reported earlier, through a competitive process earlier 16 helicopters were to be 
procured and there was an optional clause for eight more. However that fell through 
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and the deal was cancelled over the pricing and other issues. Later a fresh tender was 
floated for 24 MH-60R helicopters. And, this was processed through the Foreign 

Military Sales (FMS) route. 

Eye in the Sky 

Combined with the P8-I which the Indian Navy is already operating, the Indian Navy’s 
submarine hunting will grow stronger when combined with these helicopters and the 

Sea Guardian Drones which are also being operated by the navy. 

Modifications 

The first three helicopters which India will receive is going to be modified to the initial 
Indian configuration by the US based Lockheed Martin Company. According to an 

earlier statement which was issued by the Pentagon, the modification work will be 

carried out in Owego, New York; and Stratford, Connecticut, based facilities. India will 
receive three new (undelivered) MH-60R helicopters which were meant for the US 

Navy and Lockheed Martin Rotary and Mission Systems (LM RMS) will integrate and 
install an India MH-60R System Configuration USN Government Furnished aircraft. 

The helicopter is a naval version of Sikorsky UH-60 Black Hawk and a member of the 

Sikorsky S-70 family and the most significant modifications include the folding main 
rotor. And the modification will also include a hinged tail, this will reduce the footprint 

aboard ships. 

These can handle not only anti-submarine warfare (ASW), anti-surface warfare 
(ASUW) operations, but they have the capability of being used in naval special warfare 

(NSW) insertion, vertical replenishment (VERTREP), search and rescue (SAR), as well 
as combat search and rescue (CSAR), and medical evacuation (MEDEVAC). 

Source: Financial Express; 08 March 2021 

 

INDIA INDUCTS THIRD SCORPENE-CLASS SUB 

INTO SERVICE: NAVY ADDS NEW DIMENSION 

WITH 'SILENT KILLER' INS KARANJ 
India's third Scorpene-class submarine, the INS Karanj, was inducted into the Indian 
Navy on Wednesday, following two long years of sea trials. Originally launched in 

2018, the INS Karanj will significantly increase the capabilities and strength of the 
Indian Navy, said Chief of Naval Staff (CNS), Karmabir Singh.  Singh and retired 

admiral VS Shekhawat, who served as part of the commissioning crew on the original 

INS Karanj during the 1971 Indo-Pakistan war, were present at the induction 
ceremony.  Marking the occasion, Shekhawat said, “We live in India and launch 

numerous satellites, building nuclear submarines, manufacturing vaccines for the 
world. The new Karanj is another example of Make in India.” 

 

The INS Karanj is the third Scorpene-class submarine inducted into the Indian Navy 
under Project 75I. The first of its kind, the INS Kalvari, was commissioned in 

December 2017, and the second, the INS Khanderi, in September 2019.  The fourth 

https://www.financialexpress.com/defence/indian-navy-pilots-to-train-on-anti-submarine-helicopters-in-the-us-mh-60r-seahawks-to-arrive-soon/2208604/
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submarine, INS Vela, hit the water in May 2019 and the fifth, INS Vagir, in November 
2020. Both Vela and Vagir are currently in the process of undergoing rigorous sea 

trials, while the sixth and final submarine part of Project 75I, INS Vagsheer is currently 
at various stages of outfitting.  As part of Project 75I being undertaken at Mazagon 

Docks Limited in Mumbai, the INS Karanj is a conventional diesel-electric submarine 

with state-of-the-art attack capabilities. Its stealth features include advanced acoustic 
silencing techniques, low radiated noise levels and the ability to attack with both, 

torpedoes as well as anti-ship missiles, making it one of the most feared submersibles 
in the world.  

 

The submarine is equipped with a permanent magnetic synchronous motor making it 
one of the stealthiest assets in the Indian Navy's arsenal. It is also capable of being 

retrofitted with Advanced Independent Propulsion which, in the coming years, will 
provide it with an even greater edge in naval warfare. Integrated with six torpedo-

launching tubes, 18 heavy weapons, tube-launched MBDA SM-39 Exocet anti-ship 

missiles and other precision-guided weaponry, the INS Karanj represents India's 
acknowledgement of the evolution of naval warfare and the growing threat that arises 

from the sea.  The submarine can, reportedly, travel at a submerged speed of roughly 
20 knots and can stay underwater for around 21 days before having to return to the 

surface to recharge its diesel-powered batteries. The integration of AIP is likely to 

markedly extend its submerged endurance. It can also, reportedly, reach a diving 
depth of over 350 metres.  

 
The INS Karanj's history 

 

The previous INS Karanj, belonging to the Foxtrot class, was first commissioned into 
the Navy in 1969 in what was the erstwhile USSR. For years there had been discussions 

over the Indian Navy forming a separate submarine division but it was only once the 
Soviet government agreed to a technology transfer for four Foxtrot-class submarines 

in 1964 that the path was paved for the development of the INS Karanj.  What came to 

be known as the 8th Submarine Squadron of the Indian Navy, made up of all four 
Foxtrot-class submarines, played a crucial role in the 1970-71 Indo-Pakistan war. The 

INS Karanj itself would continue to be part of the Navy's submarine division till 2003. 
 

Source: timesnow.com; 12 March 2021 

 
 

RUSSIA'S EASTERN MED PRESENCE 

COMPLICATES ISRAELI NAVAL OPERATIONS 

- CDR Dr. Eyal Pinko (IDF, ret.) 

In recent years, and significantly since the 2011 Syrian uprising, the Russian Navy’s 

presence in the Eastern Mediterranean and Syria has expanded dramatically. The 
increasing Russian presence in Syria is part of Russia’s updated naval doctrine, which 

was first published in 2012, and revised in July 2016. This doctrine was called the 

Revised Russian Naval Doctrine up to 2030.  As in the case of previous strategic 

https://www.timesnownews.com/india/article/india-inducts-third-scorpene-class-sub-into-service-navy-adds-new-dimension-with-silent-killer-ins-karanj/731533#:~:text=The%20INS%20Karanj%20is%20the,INS%20Khanderi%2C%20in%20September%202019.
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doctrines, it defines the navy’s role as part of Russia’s security policy, its goals, its main 
directions for the buildup of naval forces, and the geographic areas of naval operations. 

The doctrine also includes and specifies an assessment of threats to Russian maritime 
security up to 2030.  The doctrine states that the maritime domain’s main threat 

originates from the U.S. and NATO forces, which endeavor to dominate the ocean and 

achieve absolute superiority at sea. It also states that the Russian Navy must be ready 
to deal with technologically advanced adversarial navies, which are equipped with 

high-precision weaponry and missiles, and that Russia must strive for a situation in 
which its navy remains in second place regarding warfare capability.  This aspiration 

expresses the Russian understanding that the U.S. Navy is the most advanced globally 

and that Russia does not intend to build a navy similar in size or quality.  The new 
doctrine relates in a general way to the need for operational capability in all regions 

and ensuring the ability to maintain Russian naval forces’ long-term presence in 
strategically critical maritime arenas. It explicitly emphasizes the strategic 

importance, from the Russian government’s perspective, of naval presence in the Black 

Sea, the Mediterranean, and the Arctic.   The Russian strategy in the Mediterranean 
Sea becomes more strategically important because of U.S. naval forces’ reduced 

presence in the Mediterranean arena in the last decade. It began under President 
Obama’s administration and continued with even greater intensity under President 

Trump’s administration.  The reduction of the U.S. naval presence in the region results 

from a strategic decision made by the two U.S. presidents to transfer the bulk of its 
naval forces to Asia to view China and North Korea’s growing threat.  

The primary objective of Russia’s increased involvement in the region is to reposition 

itself as a world power. Through its focused and determined intervention in Syria, 
Russia demonstrated that it is a key player whose involvement is essential to resolving 

international issues. For more than four years, the West, which had failed to resolve a 

steadily exacerbating problem in Syria, was now forced to consider the Russian 
positions even more carefully and involve Moscow in resolving the crisis. The second 

objective of Russia’s involvement was to leverage the Syrian issue to resolve problems 
in other areas vital to it, mainly Europe in general and Ukraine in particular. Russian 

involvement in Syria intended to pressure the West to remove the sanctions imposed 

by the United States and Europe following Russian operations in Ukraine. The Russian 
naval presence in Syria is one of the significant ways in which Russia implements its 

maritime strategy. In practice, the implementation of the Russian maritime strategy 
in the Mediterranean is manifested in the expansion and upgrade of the Russian naval 

port at Tartus, the deployment of strategic weapon systems along the Syrian coast, 

such as the advanced S-300 and PANTSIR (SA-22) air defense systems, the SS-N-26 
Yakhont shore-to-sea anti-ship missile systems, SS-26 Iskander short-range ballistic 

missile, long-range detection systems, and advanced electronic warfare systems. 

The reinforced presence of Russian military forces in the Mediterranean and 
particularly in Cyprus and Syria also include the deployment of corvettes, submarines 

(equipped with Kalibr cruise missiles), fighter aircraft squadrons, and helicopters.  The 
Russian aircraft squadrons, which are deployed at the Khmeimim base near Tartus’ 

port, are intended to provide an air ‘umbrella’ to the Russian Navy operating in the 

Mediterranean.  In January 2017, Russia signed an agreement with the Syrian regime 
to lease a naval base within the Tartus port and the Khmeimim airport for 49 years 

with automatic renewal for another 25 years. Russia began constructing the port and 
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its expansion to station 10 to 20 ships there and to provide maintenance capability. As 
part of the agreement, the defense of the base from sea and air attack is under Russian 

responsibility, while its physical protection on land in Syria’s commitment.  

The Russian maritime strategy’s implementation can be seen in the prolonged 
campaign in Syria, during which the Russian Black Sea Fleet demonstrated an 

intensive presence in the arena. The Black Sea Fleet performed patrols and was also 

responsible for supplying weapons systems and munitions from Russia to Syria using 
supply and auxiliary ships, which brought cargo from its base in the Black Sea to 

Tartus.  Furthermore, during 2016-17 the Russian Navy carried out several attacks on 
high-quality ground targets in Syria using submarines and surface vessels firing cruise 

missiles from the Mediterranean, the Black Sea, and the Caspian Sea.  In this context, 

it is worth mentioning the demonstration of power by the Russian aircraft carrier 
Admiral Kuznetsov in the Mediterranean and notably opposite the Syrian coast from 

November 2016 until late January 2017. The aircraft carrier, which was accompanied 
by a large task force (and perhaps even a submarine), was the platform from which 

attack aircraft took off for missions in Syria.  Even though two aircraft that took off 

from its deck crashed and its exit from the Mediterranean was accompanied by black 
smoke seen coming out of the ship’s funnels, the Kuznetsov’s presence in the 

Mediterranean and primarily off the Syrian coast had significance from the perspective 
of Russia’s ability to project power and its desire to be an influential and dominant 

player in the Mediterranean arena.  The Russian Navy’s presence in Syria enables 

Russian strategic and critical capabilities such as power projection with an air-defense 
umbrella, logistics basing for operations in the region, and securing oil transportation 

from Iraq or Syria to Russia. 

Russian Mediterranean Activity Impacts on the Israeli Navy  

For many years, the Israeli Navy operated secretly and discreetly in the Mediterranean 
as one of the area’s strongest navies. The Israeli Navy operated in this arena and 

executed its missions during peace and wartime almost freely. However, the Israeli 
Navy is affected by the Russian Navy’s presence and operations in the arena on several 

operational levels.  

First, Russian intelligence gathering on Israeli naval activity affects the freedom of 

executing routine secret operations and will also affect the ability to perform them in 
crisis times. The intelligence gathered enables the Russians to build a maritime picture 

and evaluate the Israeli Navy’s routine operational activity (from this, it can also 
identify any non-routine activity it carries out). It can be assessed with high probability 

that intelligence gathered by the Russian Navy is also conveyed to Syrian and Iranian 

troops and indirectly even to the Hezbollah terror organization.  Second, the presence 
of Russian vessels not only threatens the secrecy of Israeli navy operations in the arena 

but also exposes its ships to Russian forces (including Russian Navy firepower). This 
causes an inability for the Israeli Navy to maneuver freely in the arena where Russian 

vessels are present without prior coordination (deconfliction).  The threat to the 

secrecy of Israeli naval operations will make it difficult to carry out intelligence 
missions and special operations both in peace and in war. In addition, it is reasonable 

to assume that in the case of war or conflict, the Israeli Navy will be highly challenged 
in attacking its adversaries’ vessels and coastal targets (both in Lebanon and in Syria) 

by the presence of Russian Navy vessels and aircraft.  The Russian Navy’s presence 
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and maritime control in the Mediterranean region threaten Israel’s vessels and aircraft 
operations, essentially constituting access denial operations carried out by the Russian 

Navy in the Mediterranean arena towards the Israeli Navy.   

Eyal Pinko served in the Israeli Navy for 23 years in operational, technological, and 
intelligence duties. He served for almost five more years as the head of the division 

at the prime minister’s office. He holds Israel’s Security Award, Prime Minister’s 

Decoration of Excellence, DDR&D Decoration of Excellence, and IDF Commander in 
Chief Decoration of Excellence. 

This article appears courtesy of CIMSEC. 

Source: maritime-executive.com; 14 March 2021 

 

CTF 73, JMSDF WORK TOGETHER TO 

STRENGTHEN LOGISTICS 

INTERCHANGEABILITY IN INDO-PACIFIC 

- Petty Officer 1st Class Gregory Johnson 

SINGAPORE (NNS) – The U.S. Navy routinely conducts cooperative underway 

replenishments with partner nations throughout the 7th Fleet area of operations and 

one of the closest of those partners is the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force (JMSDF). 
When it comes to planning and executing combined replenishment operations in the 

Indo-Pacific, the U.S. and JMSDF have a unique advantage. Since September, JMSDF 
Lt. Cmdr. Shuzo Homma has been filling the newly created position of liaison officer 

(LNO) at Logistics Group Western Pacific (COMLOG WESTPAC) / Task Force 73 (CTF 

73), working directly with the staff’s replenishment officer to help enhance 
interchangeability and combined logistics operations. Since Homma’s arrival, he and 

the replenishment officer have coordinated with Military Sealift Command Far East to 
execute seven underway replenishments involving approximately fifteen Military 

Sealift Command and JMSDF ships. According to Homma, the presence of a JMSDF 

LNO at CTF 73 benefits both navies. “If we can achieve more-advanced and 
interchangeable logistics in the areas where both the U.S. Navy and JMSDF operate, 

we can achieve better efficiencies in the use of our CLF [combat logistics force] assets 
and extend our ability to support units further from logistics hubs,” said Homma. Rear 

Adm. Joey Tynch, commander of COMLOG WESTPAC/CTF 73, said the LNO program 

was so successful because it built on a long-standing partnership. “This program 
reflects the trust we place in partners at every level,” said Tynch. “It was only a short 

time ago, on board JS Kaga, we talked about the LNO program with Admiral 
Yamamura. Lt. Cmdr. Homma and our JMSDF partners turned this idea into a reality. 

The day Shuzo Homma joined our team, we all grew stronger.” Capt. Chuck Dwy, 

assistant chief of staff for logistics at COMLOG WESTPAC, was instrumental in 
developing the LNO program. “Logistics win wars,” said Dwy. “Interoperable and 

interchangeable logistics require trust – We can move fuel and parts with speed, but 
only as far and fast as our network can take us. This partnership builds the collective 

https://www.maritime-executive.com/editorials/russian-e-mediterranean-presence-complicates-israeli-naval-operations
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strength, speed and operational reach of our supply chains. Ensuring both Fleets are 
Sustained and Ready to Fight!” 

Replenishment operations involve refueling at sea and the delivery of provisions via 

connected or vertical replenishments. According to Homma, a replenishment-at-sea 
(RAS) between the JMSDF Masyuu-class supply ship JS Oumi (AOE 426) and the 

Arleigh Burke-class guided missile destroyer USS John S. McCain (DDG 56) stands 

out as an example of what the two navies have been able to accomplish during his time 
at CTF 73. “That was the first RAS that delivered cargo and fuel to a U.S. ship that was 

engaged in operations from a JMSDF oiler,” said Homma. “In order to accomplish this 
event, we needed to work on both operational and legal issues related to ACSA 

(Acquisition and Cross-Servicing Agreement),” said Homma. “We were able to load 

U.S. supply parts and U.S. subsistence on a JMSDF logistics ship and deliver them 
during a RAS event. This is a process that could take weeks and we did it in days.” Dwy 

and Homma agree the event could not have been arranged so quickly and efficiently 
without the support of an LNO. The positioning of a JMSDF LNO at CTF 73 is a 

combined U.S. Pacific Fleet/JMSDF effort developed by the JMSDF/U.S. Navy 

Logistics Interoperability and Integration Strategic Framework. The goal is to build 
better interoperability and interchangeable logistics between JMSDF and U.S. Navy 

forces in the 7th Fleet area of operations. 

“Our combined logistics capabilities play a big role in our navies’ abilities to operate 
effectively, efficiently and interchangeably in the Indo-Pacific,” said Lt. Cmdr. Cory 

Eggers, CTF 73’s fleet replenishment officer. “Having a JMSDF LNO here in Singapore 
and being able to work together, in person, to put the pieces together and overcome 

logistical challenges has absolutely enhanced our efforts.” Homma has been personally 

involved with the COMLOG WESTPAC LNO initiative since planning began. “I have 
been working on this for almost two years by removing obstacles interfering with the 

project,” said Homma. “During that time, I came to recognize the importance and 
potential of this position for both the U.S. Navy and the JMSDF. I then volunteered to 

be the first long-term LNO to complete the start-up phase of the program.” Homma 

said the future LNOs have a great opportunity to look forward to. “It’s been a 
rewarding experience for me, having spent so much time with the program,” said 

Homma. “I’m pleased we were able to get things up and running and to do it with the 
success we have had. I look forward to seeing how the program advances in the future 

and the positive impact it will have on our partnership.” Dwy said Homma has been a 

valuable member of the team and an outstanding representative of his nation’s service. 
“Lt. Cmdr. Homma has met and exceeded any expectations we could set for an LNO,” 

said Dwy. “His expert knowledge and can-do attitude have benefited everyone who has 
had the chance to work with him.” COMLOG WESTPAC is the U.S. 7th Fleet's provider 

of combat-ready logistics, operating government-owned and contracted ships to keep 

units throughout 7th Fleet armed, fueled and fed. 

Source: dvidshub.net; 14 March 2021 

 

https://www.dvidshub.net/news/391361/ctf-73-jmsdf-work-together-strengthen-logistics-interchangeability-indo-pacific
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CHINA’S WARSHIP STRENGTH LEAVES 

AUSTRALIA COMPLETELY EXPOSED 

- Tarric Brooker 

In the 1987 film Empire Of The Sun, set in WWII-era China, part of the filming was 
done on location in Shanghai. The film recreated the scenes of the chaos of the 

evacuation of foreign citizens when the Japanese attacked the city, on some of the very 
same streets on which they historically occurred. Despite more than 40 years passing 

between the historical event and the filming of the movie, Shanghai was still 

undeveloped enough to pass for its former self. Yet just a few decades later if you were 
to try to recreate these scenes, the backdrop would be filled with the city skyline in all 

directions as far as the eye can see. Such has been China’s meteoric rise as a global 
economic superpower. In recent years, Beijing’s attention has turned not only to 

continuing to grow its economy, but also to an enormous build-up of its military 

strength. From the eyebrow-raising missiles that the Chinese press has dubbed 
“aircraft carrier killers” to the Chinese navy’s own operation of multiple large super 

carriers, Beijing has increasingly shown itself to be a very well-armed strategic rival. 
As it stands, according to figures from the US Office of Naval Intelligence, purely in 

terms of hull numbers (combat capable ships) the People’s Liberation Army Navy (aka 

the Chinese Navy) already outnumbers the United States Navy. But it is important to 
keep in mind that on average Chinese navy vessels are far less capable than their 

American counterparts, and some are older Soviet-era vessels with quite limited 
capabilities. According to a well-respected insider in the Chinese language military 

watching community with a reputation for making accurate procurement forecasts, 

the Chinese Navy is set for a large build-up in its warship strength. 

While the procurement list includes multiple warship classes under development, with 
unspecified figures of how many may be built, the list of those that have apparently 

been assigned specific build targets is immense. The naval build-up is expected to 
include at least one super carrier, eight destroyers, 20 frigates and five large 

amphibious assault ships which can act as aircraft carriers, all to be in production or 

in the water in the next five years. To put the size of this force into perspective, it’s 
more than twice the size of the entire Royal Australian Navy surface fleet. It’s larger 

than the surface fleet of Britain’s Royal Navy. Just these ships to be built or under 
construction in the next five years, would even give the naval might of Vladimir Putin’s 

Russia a run for its money. 

While the naval strength of the United States and its allies in the Asia Pacific would 
still vastly outweigh that of the Chinese Navy if this scenario were to come to pass, the 

ongoing explosive growth in Beijing’s military capabilities and the scale of its forces 

cannot be ignored. Once upon a time a successful Chinese invasion of Taiwan was a 
pipe dream, a more or less strategic impossibility for Beijing to achieve. Today an 

invasion would be an extremely risky gamble, which would be costly and could 
potentially end in disaster. However, as China’s naval and amphibious warfare 

capabilities continue to grow, it’s arguably more possible with each passing year. For 

the first time since WWII began in the Pacific, the world’s reigning superpower faces 
the rise of a nation with naval power that rivals its own in a meaningful way. 
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As China’s military and economic power continues to grow, this is leading the world 
into what some historians and geopolitical analysts have called Thucydides trap, 

named after an ancient Athenian general. Simply put, as an emerging power threatens 
to displace an existing great power as the world’s foremost superpower, there is 

seemingly a tendency for this to result in war. According to a study conducted by 

political scientist and Harvard Professor Graham T. Allison, who coined the term 
Thucydides trap, in 16 historical instances where an emerging power rivalled a ruling 

power, 12 ended in war. There are a number of counterarguments to the Thucydides 
trap theory. But perhaps the most notable one is based on the high levels of economic 

interdependence between the US and China, and how a hot war between the two 

nations would likely be devastating for both sides. The ongoing expansion of Beijing’s 
military capabilities has not gone unnoticed in Tokyo. A top Japanese defence official 

recently urged President Joe Biden to “be strong” in supporting Taiwan and called 
Taiwan’s safety a “red line” for Tokyo. With tensions running high with Beijing across 

much of the Indo-Pacific region, from the Himalayas to the East China Sea, it’s clear 

why the proposed alliance dubbed ‘The Quad’, between the US, Australia, India and 
Japan has swiftly risen into consideration. 

As Beijing expands its naval capabilities at a furious pace, this arms build-up is not 

going to go unaddressed by China’s rivals and neighbours. Some will turn to military 
alliance building through mechanisms like the Quad to safeguard their security. 

Others will build their own military forces to deter Chinese aggressive actions, as 

Taiwan is significantly doing at the moment. As Washington and Beijing stare each 
other down over the vastness of the Pacific, the world’s two superpowers are more 

evenly matched rivals economically than the Soviet Union and the United States ever 
were. Now as China translates its economic might into military capabilities, the US 

faces its strongest naval rival since the super battleships of the Imperial Japanese Navy 

were roaming the seas in WWII. What that means for the region and the world remains 
anyone’s guess, but in five years’ time when the enormous shipbuilding blitz is nearing 

completion, the balance of power in the Pacific may look quite different to what it does 
today. 

Tarric Brooker is a freelance journalist and social commentator 

Source: news.com.au; 14 March 2021 
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SHIPPING, PORTS AND 

OCEAN ECONOMY  
 

JAPAN-BACKED AG&P SAYS GETS APPROVAL 

TO DEVELOP PHILIPPINES LNG TERMINAL 
- Jessica Jaganathan 

SINGAPORE, March 8 (Reuters) - Atlantic Gulf & Pacific Company (AG&P) said on 

Monday its Philippines subsidiary has received the green light to develop a liquefied 

natural gas (LNG) import and regasification terminal in Batangas Bay, south of 
Manila. The firm, part owned by Osaka Gas and the Japan Bank for International 

Cooperation, said the Philippines’ energy department has issued it a notice to proceed 
to develop the terminal, known as Philippines LNG, which will provide the fuel to 

power plant, industrial and commercial customers and other consumers. 

Philippines LNG will be the fifth planned LNG import terminal in the Southeast Asian 
nation, which is seeking the fuel as the Malampaya gas field in western Philippine 

waters is expected to run dry this decade. Four other terminals worth about 65 billion 

pesos ($1.34 billion) are at various stages of approval or financial closure. Philippines 
LNG will have an initial capacity to deliver up to three million tonnes per annum 

(mtpa) of regasified LNG, with additional capacity for liquid distribution, AG&P said 
in a statement. It will also have scalable onshore regasification capacity of 420 million 

standard cubic feet per day (mmscfd) and almost 200,000 cubic metres (cbm) of 

storage, AG&P said. The statement did not disclose financial details of the project. The 
company has completed its pre-development work for the terminal which is expected 

to be commissioned by mid-2022. ($1 = 48.5800 Philippine pesos) (Reporting by 
Jessica Jaganathan; Editing by Muralikumar Anantharaman) 

Source: Reuters; 08 March 2021 

 

 

INDIA MAKES HISTORY WITH ALL WOMEN 

OFFICERS SHIP CREW 
As per IMO statistics, women represent only 2% percent of the world’s 1.2 million 

seafarers out of which 94% of female seafarers are working in the cruise industry. 
Against this background, The Shipping Corporation of India Ltd., as part of its ongoing 

https://www.reuters.com/article/philippines-lng-imports-idUSL1N2L606Y
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Diamond Jubilee celebrations and International Women’s Day on 8th March 2021, 
has commissioned its oil product tanker “MT Swarna Krishna” with India’s and the 

world’s first all women officers team. The MT Swarna Krishna, SCI’s product carrier 
was flagged off by Minister Mansukh Mandaviya, Minister of State for Ports, Shipping 

& Waterways from JNPT Liquid Berth Jetty on the 6th of march.. 

During the ceremony, Mr.Mansukh Mandaviya acknowledged the contribution and 

sacrifice of the women seafarers whom termed “acted as the Indian ambassadors to 
the global maritime community and had made the nation proud”. Smt. H.K. Joshi of 

SCI, spoke of the relentless pursuit of SCI to bring about a “paradigm shift” in the 
maritime sector by recognising and honouring the “empowered womanhood” in our 

seafaring women many of whom have dared, endeavoured and sacrificed to achieve it. 

This move of crewing a ship with all women officers is seen as a shift in global 
perception as seafaring to be a male oriented profession. As per SCI, the move is line 

with the principles of Diversity & Inclusion that SCI upholds. MT Swarna Krishna is 
an Oil Product Tanker built in 2010 sailing under the Indian flag. It has a capacity of 

73655 t DWT with an LOA of 228.02 meters and beam of 32.24 meters. 

It has been reported that SCI had in the last year been recognized by the NUSI as the 
Shipping Company employing the highest number of women seafarers and had also 

been conferred with several awards as an acknowledgment for efforts in promoting 

Diversity & Equality in the Maritime Sector. A statement from the Ministry of Ports, 
Shipping & Waterways said “Being in consonance with the theme for International 

Women’s Day, 8 March 2021 (IWD 2021), viz. “Women in leadership: Achieving an 
equal future in a COVID-19 world”, as well as the IMO theme for the year 2019 – 

“Empowering Women in the Maritime Community”, the All Women Officers’ Sailing 

is an attempt to acknowledge the tremendous efforts by women and girls around the 
world in shaping an equal future and recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic, while 

celebrating the many accomplishments by the women in breaking down the 
stereotypes in this erstwhile male-dominated field.” We wish MT Swarna Krishna and 

its all women officers crew fair winds and following seas. 

Source: shippingandfreightresource.com; 08 March 2021 

 

VEDANTA, OTHERS VIE FOR SHIPPING CORP 
- Utpal Bhaskar 

Vedanta Resources Ltd, Megha Engineering and Infrastructure Ltd (Meil), and Great 

Eastern Shipping have submitted expressions of interest (EoIs) for buying out the 

government’s 63.75% stake in Shipping Corp. of India (SCI), said two people aware of 
the development. US-based Safesea Group and a consortium of Foresight Offshore 

Drilling Ltd SA, Belgium-based Exmar NV and Dubai-based GMS DMCC have also 
submitted EoIs for buying SCI, the people said. “This (EoI) will be followed by a 

shortlisting of qualified interested parties, post which RFP (request for proposal) and 

draft definitive agreements will be shared through a data room created for this 
purpose. Post this, financial bids will be submitted, and a reserve price will be fixed,” 

said one of the two people cited above. “Once a buyer has been selected, it has to make 

https://www.shippingandfreightresource.com/india-makes-history-with-all-women-officers-ship-crew/#:~:text=Against%20this%20background%2C%20The%20Shipping,first%20all%20women%20officers%20team.
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an open offer to public shareholders to acquire a minimum of 26% shares of SCI.” The 
government is counting on receipts from stake sales in state-run firms to invest in 

infrastructure projects to accelerate growth and curb the pandemic. It seeks to raise 
Rs.1.75 lakh crore from asset sales in next fiscal. RBSA Capital Advisors LLP is 

managing the strategic sale of SCI, which carries about a third of India’s shipping 

freight. 

With 59 vessels and 3,281 employees, SCI is the largest Indian shipping company by 
capacity and is under the administrative control of the ministry of ports, shipping and 

waterways. It also manages a large number of vessels on behalf of various government 
departments and organisations. Spokespeople for Vedanta Resources and Great 

Eastern Shipping declined to comment. A spokesperson for Megha Engineering 

confirmed the company’s interest in SCI. Anil Agarwal-led Vedanta Resources has also 
submitted an EoI for state-run refiner Bharat Petroleum Corp. Ltd. Hyderabad-based 

Megha Engineering is also looking to buy a 26% stake in state-run defence equipment 
maker BEML Ltd.  Queries emailed to the spokespeople for the ministries of finance, 

ports, shipping and waterways, department of investment and public asset 

management (Dipam), RBSA Capital and Safesea Group on Sunday night remained 
unanswered till the time of filing this story. “We have formed a consortium with two 

other global shipping majors for participating in the SCI disinvestment. The 
consortium includes Foresight Group’s flagship company Foresight Offshore Drilling 

Ltd SA, Belgium-listed shipping company Exmar NV and Dubai-based shipping 

company GMS DMCC,” said Foresight Group founder and executive chairman, Ravi 
K. Mehrotra. 

Source: Hindustan Times; 09 March 2021 

 

 

INDIA IS TURNING TO ‘GREEN HYDROGEN’ IN 

A BID TO DECARBONIZE ITS ECONOMY 
- Anmar Frangoul 

India’s newfound focus on “green hydrogen” has received a boost, with a new 
collaboration between two firms aiming to install production facilities in the state of 

Tamil Nadu.  In an announcement at the end of last week, Nasdaq-listed Fusion Fuel 

Green — which has offices in Ireland and Portugal — said it had signed an agreement 
with BGR Energy Systems, an engineering, procurement and construction firm whose 

corporate headquarters are in Chennai. The agreement is centered around the 
development of green hydrogen projects in India, with the firms looking to set up a 

demonstration facility in Cuddalore, Tamil Nadu, later this year. The facility set to be 

built in Tamil Nadu will use proprietary technology from Fusion Fuel Green which 
produces hydrogen using solar energy. Following the establishment of the initial plant, 

the companies will focus on the development of bigger projects in the region. 
According to Fusion Fuel Green, these will be centered around supplying hydrogen 

“for the production of green ammonia and bio-ethanol.” In addition, it’s envisaged that 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/business/vedanta-others-vie-for-shipping-corp-101615249714242.html
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the hydrogen will be used “as a feedstock for other heavy industrial applications.” In a 
statement issued alongside Fusion Fuel Green’s announcement, Arjun Govind 

Raghupathy, who is the managing director of BGR Energy, said his firm was “excited 
… to be taking these steps to establish a foothold in the burgeoning green hydrogen 

industry.” 

A brief guide to hydrogen 

Described by the International Energy Agency as a “versatile energy carrier,” hydrogen 

has a diverse range of applications and can be deployed in sectors such as industry and 
transport. Examples of its use in the latter include trains, airplanes, cars and buses 

powered using hydrogen fuel-cells. Hydrogen can be produced in a number of ways. 
One method includes using electrolysis, with an electric current splitting water into 

oxygen and hydrogen. If the electricity used in the process comes from a renewable 

source such as wind or solar then it’s termed “green” or “renewable” hydrogen. At the 
moment, the vast majority of hydrogen generation is based on fossil fuels, which in 

turn has an effect on the environment. The IEA has said that hydrogen production is 
responsible for roughly 830 million metric tons of carbon dioxide each year. So-called 

“blue hydrogen” refers to hydrogen produced using fossil fuels — usually natural gas 
— with the associated emissions captured and stored. Green hydrogen — which is 

currently expensive to produce — accounted for just 0.1% of worldwide hydrogen 

production in 2020, according to Wood Mackenzie. 

India’s aims 

Judging by remarks from those in power, green hydrogen could well play an important 
role in India’s future. In a speech last November, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said 

his country was proposing to launch what he described as “a comprehensive National 
Hydrogen Energy Mission.” Presenting the country’s budget last month, Nirmala 

Sitharaman, India’s finance minister, referenced Modi’s announcement, adding: “It is 

now proposed to launch a Hydrogen Energy Mission in 2021-22 for generating 
hydrogen from green power sources.” The potential of green hydrogen in India was 

highlighted by a recent report from The Energy and Resources Institute, which is 
based in New Delhi. “As of today, essentially all of the hydrogen consumed in India 

comes from fossil fuels,” TERI’s report, called “The Potential Role of Hydrogen in 

India,” stated. “However, by 2050, nearly 80% of India’s hydrogen is projected to be 
‘green’ – produced by renewable electricity and electrolysis,” it added. In the mid-

term, TERI said the cost of hydrogen from renewables would drop by over 50% by 
2030, enabling it to “start to compete with hydrogen produced from fossil fuels.” 

Taking a step back and looking at the bigger picture with regards to energy, India’s 

government is targeting 450 gigawatts of renewable capacity by 2030. The ambition 
to become a more sustainable country represents a significant challenge: India is the 

planet’s third biggest emitter of greenhouse gases, with only China and the U.S. ahead 
of it. 

A changing landscape   

Fusion Fuel Green is not the only European firm attempting to gain a foothold in 

India’s hydrogen sector. In February, India’s Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas said 
a statement of intent had been signed between Indian Oil and Greenstat Hydrogen 

India, a subsidiary of Norwegian energy company Greenstat, to establish a Center of 
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Excellence on Hydrogen. According to the ministry, the center of excellence “will be a 
vehicle for promoting R&D projects in Green and Blue Hydrogen between Norwegian 

and Indian R&D institutions/universities.” 

Source: cnbc.com; 10 March 2021 

 

SHIPPING AND THE PANDEMIC, ONE YEAR ON 
- Sam Chambers 

Shipping’s resilience has been tested and showcased like never before in the year since 

coronavirus was declared a pandemic. It is testament to the sacrifice and hard work of 
the hundreds of thousands of men and women working many, many months beyond 

their contracts at sea that you and I have not experienced any noticeable drop in 

products in our daily shopping habits. The extraordinary strain placed on the world’s 
seafarers has taken its toll however in the 12 months since the World Health 

Organisation declared Covid-19 a pandemic and borders shut down. 

While frustratingly no official statistics exist, charities contacted by Splash suggest the 
number of suicides at sea has leapt during this protracted period at sea. As and when 

this pandemic finally recedes Splash will be reminding shipping of its promises to 
relook at how these key workers are treated, how crew benefits need to be overhauled. 

It is the least us consumers can do to acknowledge and thank those who have helped 

us through this uniquely challenging period in modern history. Grand sounding 
declarations do not cut it – clear actions do. Shoreside, shipping’s ability to keep things 

moving in the last year was both heartening, as well as not all that surprising. As an 
industry, shipping is more innovative than many give it credit for. Likewise, its 

historically long working hours helped keep ships moving around the globe. I’d argue 

too that the financial malaise that has shrouded shipping for most of the previous 
decade helped – this is a lean industry that has had to learn how to make ends meet. 

Twelve months on much of shipping – bar tankers – are enjoying rates they’d never 
have dreamt about this time last year. Let’s hope some of these profits are being set 

aside to build back better, including for staff at sea. A glance at the headlines on the 

Daily Splash newsletter this time last year make for intriguing reading – we had stories 
on mega boxships being redeployed to the US to try and cope with an emerging empty 

container shortage problem; no change there then. We also reported on Greek 
shipping tycoon, Evangelos Marinakis, revealing he had been struck down by 

coronavirus. At the time he was one of just 89 Greeks to have been hit by the virus, a 

figure that today stands at 212,091. 

Source: splash247.com; 11 March 2021 

 

EXPORTERS TAKE UNUSUAL STEPS TO EASE 

CONTAINER SHORTAGE TO EASE TRADING  
- Ann Koh & Rajesh Kumar Singh | Bloomberg 

https://www.cnbc.com/2021/03/10/india-turns-to-green-hydrogen-in-a-bid-to-decarbonize-its-economy.html#:~:text=%E2%80%9CHowever%2C%20by%202050%2C%20nearly,hydrogen%20produced%20from%20fossil%20fuels.%E2%80%9D
https://splash247.com/shipping-and-the-pandemic-one-year-on/
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Some of the world’s biggest exporters in Asia are intervening to alleviate a shipping 
container shortage that jeopardizes their overseas trading. Government-owned Indian 

Railways has moved empty boxes to inland depots like Delhi from seaports for free. 
South Korea has deployed an extra nine vessels on the Trans-Pacific route to help local 

manufacturers while China’s state-owned shipyard, Cosco Shipping Heavy Industry, 

has converted at least one freshly built paper-and-pulp carrier to transport the 
containers. The state-backed companies and governments are working quickly to 

smooth disruptions on the supply side of global trade to avoid losing business, even as 
clogged ports like Los Angeles trigger import delays and freight costs remain high. 

Asian economies remain deeply reliant on exports to Europe and North America to 

line government coffers. 

“The state has a far bigger role within shipping in Asia, with equity stakes in numerous 
shipping lines, shipyards and terminals,” said Simon Heaney, senior manager of 

container research at Drewry Shipping Consultants Ltd. “That influence is much less 
prevalent elsewhere in the world.” Indian Railways is discussing if its current 25 per 

cent discount for moving empty containers inland along some routes needs to be 

extended beyond March, according to Manoj Singh, executive director for freight 
traffic and transportation. The carrier offered free carriage at least twice last year and 

hasn’t ruled out waiving all charges again when it reviews the situation at the end of 
the month, he said. Container Corp. of India Ltd., on whose board Singh sits, is also 

moving containers to neighboring countries such as Sri Lanka and Bangladesh to help 

ease the shortage, he said. Typically the company would only move the boxes to 
facilitate domestic shipments. That coincided with a turnaround in India’s trade, with 

both exports and imports witnessing two consecutive months of growth since 
December after record declines last year due to the pandemic. “Exporters and their 

industry groups are noisier and more active lobbyists on these types of issues,” said 

Daniel Richards, a senior analyst at Maritime Strategies International Ltd., a shipping 
consultancy. “When you add to that the importance of the export sector to most Asian 

economies you can see why these governments have at least made efforts to be seen to 
be proactive.” But even countries less reliant on exports than powerhouses like China 

or South Korea are looking at ways to unclog global trade arteries. 

The UTLC Eurasian Rail Alliance reduced tariffs last April for transporting empty 
containers via its Europe-China link. The company jointly formed by the state railways 

of Russia, Kazakhstan and Belarus said that this would help “avert the shortage of 

containers for loading in China.” To some extent, state intervention can run counter 
to steps corporations have taken in response to disruptions driven by the pandemic. 

For instance, Hapag-Lloyd is raising freight rates next month to ship boxes from 
Europe to India’s Nhava Sheva port, the company said this month. Government role 

is limited and market forces will ultimately determine how things pan out, said Ajay 

Sahai, director general at the Federation of Indian Export Organisations. “The best 
thing governments can do is ensure rapid and effective vaccination of their 

populations so that landside logistics labor capacity and productivity can be restored 
to pre-pandemic levels,” said Heaney. “That will do a lot to improve the circulation of 

containers.” 

Source: Business Standard; 10 March 2021 

 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/exporters-take-unusual-steps-to-ease-container-shortage-to-ease-trading-121031000127_1.html


Making Waves 

08 – 14 March 2021       
 

                                                                                    

23                                                                                                                                                
 

 

HOW INDIA’S FIRST CONTAINER HUB 

TERMINAL FAILED  
- Anto T Joseph   

The Basilica of Our Lady of Ransom in Kochi stands tall amid a sea of containers neatly 
stacked on the vast expanse of the narrow but vibrantly green island, Vallarpadam. 

The deity at the 16th century shrine, whose legends are inextricably entwined with the 
illustrious Portuguese merchant, Vasco Da Gama, and rescuing myriad seamen and 

fishermen from perils, is a mute spectator to the slow-paced container transhipment 

terminal, built across the road. The Kochi International Container Transhipment 
Terminal (ICTT), locally known as the Vallarpadam Terminal, has just completed a 

decade of operations on February 11, 2021. Built and operated by Dubai Ports World 
(DP World) after winning a long bidding process in 2007 and inaugurated by the then 

prime minister, Manmohan Singh, on February 11, 2011, it has remained just another 

container terminal, never transforming itself to what was envisaged by the 
policymakers and the industry—a transhipment terminal that takes Indian cargo 

directly to global markets. Prior to the takeover by DP World, Cochin Port was 
handling container operations from the old Rajiv Gandhi Container Terminal (RGCT), 

at the nearby Willingdon Island, with two gantry cranes, four transfer cranes, and 452 

employees. The annual capacity was 95,000 TEUs (means 20-ft. equivalent unit of 
container, in shipping parlance), but the port handled 165,000 TEUs annually a year 

before it handed over the reins to DP World. The available draught (depth in shipping 
channel and berth) was only 12.5 metre, and the annual maintenance cost was barely 

₹30 crore-₹32 crore. Deeper draught allows much bigger ships to berth. During the 
first six years, DP World operated container handling from the same old terminal but 

managed to ramp up the annual throughput to 3.15 lakh TEUs by 2011. That was 

achieved with the earlier available 12.5-metre draught. 

Failing to deliver 

The available data shows that the new terminal has not only failed to deliver the 

desired outcome, but also managed to put the Cochin Port Trust under severe financial 

strain. The most important condition to move to the new ICTT was 14.5-metre draught 
to be provided by the port. To maintain 14.5-metre draught, the port had to dredge the 

channel to 16 metre. While the entire capital dredging cost (₹325 crore) was borne by 
the central government, the job of annual maintenance dredging was on the port’s 

shoulders. According to the financial statements for the last 10 years (from 2010-11 to 

2019-20), the port has spent ₹938.72 crore in maintenance dredging. The port also 

handed over 250 acres of land to DP World for ₹1 per acre annual lease. In stark 

contrast, Cochin Port received ₹661.39 crore from DP World during the last one decade 
(amounting to 33.3% revenue share as per the concession agreement) on the total 

shareable revenue of ₹1,986.32 crore The gross revenue stood at ₹2,318.38 crore and 

an amount of ₹332 crore was kept aside by DP World as non-sharing revenue. The port 

trust also earns vessel-related charges from ships but offers concessions to mother 
vessels amounting up to 86% of the tariff to ensure competitive rates with 
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neighbouring container hubs. During the last decade, concessions granted in vessel-

related charges by the port amounted to ₹461.97 crore. The port trust provides tariff 

discounts only for mainline vessels that maintain some stringent conditions like 
minimum calls in a stipulated time frame and minimum number of containers during 

every voyage. The conditions exclude ships that make ad-hoc calls as well as the 

regular service players who fail to fulfil the stipulated conditions. In the tenth year 
(2019-20), DP World handled around 6.2 lakh TEUs annually, way below the projected 

numbers. On completion of the third phase, the terminal was expected to handle 5.5 
million TEUs annually. Everyone points an accusing finger to the absence of a clause 

that stipulated minimum guaranteed throughput (MGT), the sine qua non for the 

success of a private terminal. “The new terminal has turned out to be suicidal for the 
port,” says P.M. Mohammed Haneefa, working president of the Cochin Port Staff 

Association. The ICTT failed to transform itself into a hub terminal and handled just 
around 6% transhipment containers during the last year. Faced with the daunting task 

of ramping up volumes, DP Word cut down the annual target in 2016-17, to 4,71,300 

TEUs from the previous year’s target of 9,11,011 TEUs, bringing it below the 4.78 lakh 
target quoted for 2010-11. 

What went wrong? 

Haneefa, who was on the board of trustees of the port trust, says the government spent 

over ₹1,900 crore for the terminal. “All the basic infrastructure facilities such as four-
lane road connectivity, rail connectivity with India’s longest rail bridge, and a deep 

draught channel [keeping 14.5 metre-draught meant the port had to maintain 15.95 

metre depth] were provided. In addition, the port expended ₹125 crore that includes 

₹98.5 crore sanctioned by the ministry as refundable loan for capital dredging for the 

project on viability gap funding,” he says, adding that ICTT had to spent only ₹750 

crore for arranging the quay cranes and other handling equipment. 

DP World claims that it has invested ₹1,200 crore in the project so far. 

The unions representing workers and employees of Cochin Port Trust have now jointly 

sought the shipping ministry’s intervention to novate the 30-year licence agreement. 

They allege that the licence agreement is fraught with several inconsistencies that are 
detrimental to the port. They allege that DP World has lost interest in expanding the 

terminal capacity. 

Praveen Joseph, CEO, DP World Cochin, disagrees. 

“Despite major business disruptions in 2020, the terminal handled 6.31 lakh TEUs, 
maintaining the 2019 volumes, while other ports in South India registered an average 

degrowth of 11.2%,” Joseph told Fortune India in an e-mailed statement. “ICTT has a 
current draught of 14.5 metre which can handle 9,000-10,000 TEUs vessels. There is 

a need to make the terminal draught to 16 metre-18 metre to accommodate large 

mother vessels and offer competitive marine charges. The neighbouring international 
transhipment hub enjoys pricing flexibility and offers more competitive rates 

compared to Indian ports,” he said. 

“For [the] port to attract more mainline vessel calls, tariffs need to be comparable with 
competing international transhipment hubs,” Joseph said. Shipping companies 

operating out of ICTT aver that the vessel-related charges (levied by Cochin Port) as 
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well as container handling charges (by DP World) continue to be extremely high as 
compared to Colombo and other terminals in India. A senior line executive said the 

business is moving on because of the tariff concessions provided by the port. The 
facilities provided at Vallarpadam are adequate to handle 12 lakh TEUs, but the 

current utilisation is only about 50%. 

Prakash Iyer, chairman, Cochin Port Users Forum, and regional manager of MCS, says 

the terminal needs a greater number of ships and bigger ships that connect 
destinations directly. “While the port levies prohibitively high vessel-related charges, 

ICTT is among the terminals in India that levy the highest container-handling 
charges,” says Iyer. 

For a 6,500-TEU ship that operates for the India East Coast Express (IEX) service that 

connects Vallarpadam with Mediterranean and European ports, Cochin Port levies 

around ₹55 lakh for a call, and gives a refund of around ₹40 lakh after three months, 
provided the consortium of shipping lines manage to fulfil the conditions. “Even the 

₹15 lakh is much more what Colombo and Jebel Ali are charging,” he adds. At ICTT, 

DP World charges around ₹13,000 for handling a 40-ft container (FEU) as compared 

to Tuticorin that charges nearly half. “Another big problem is handling empty 
containers. The terminal handles around 15,000 reefer TEUs annually, mostly seafood 

exports. But there are hardly any imports of refrigerated goods. Lines need to 
reposition empties in order to support the export of seafood from Kerala. The terminal 

charges the same amount for handling empties, making the industry less cost-

effective,” says Iyer. The shipping lines have told the port to reduce overall tariffs 
instead of handing out discounts. “Shipping companies do not want to wait for three 

months to get their money back,” says Iyer. M. Krishnakumar, branch manager of 
Transworld Shipping Agencies in Kochi, says dredging costs make the vessel-related 

charges prohibitive. “For a 1,200 TEU ship, we pay ₹26 lakh when Colombo charges 

just around ₹3.3 lakh. Unless the government takes care of the dredging and absolves 

the industry from the burden, there is no future for Vallarpadam as a hub terminal,” 
he says. 

“Containers from Tuticorin and Chennai go to Colombo for transhipment. It is much 

quicker as containers reach in 12 hours whereas Tuticorin-Cochin takes 18 hours by 

sea,” says Krishnakumar. Iyer says there is no scarcity of cargo. “If a line starts a direct 
service to the U.S. East Coast, I can assure at least 1,000 TEUs from Vallarpadam for 

every voyage. Apart from Tirupur, Coimbatore, and other hinterlands of Tamil Nadu, 
we could also get cargo from Bengaluru and Mangaluru,” he adds. 

Joseph claimed that ICTT, along with the port trust, has taken several initiatives to 

enhance trade from Cochin Port. “In January 2020, the terminal launched a regular 

weekly rail service to Bengaluru and has recorded a fivefold increase in rail volumes,” 
he said. In January 2021, the terminal handled 71,543 TEUs, creating a record for 

monthly throughput since its inception. “This is because of the huge congestion at 
Colombo Port. In January, both MSC and Maersk Line made a few ad-hoc calls with 

bigger ships,” said an industry official. Abraham Tharakan, the chairman of Kochi-

based seafood exporter Amalgam Group, says the terminal could not strike gold even 
when the Colombo Port was in a big mess due to an unprecedented congestion. “ICTT 

is operating like a small terminal feeding other transhipment terminals in the region,” 
he said. Joseph said from November 2020 till date, the terminal has handled more 
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than 25 vessels to help trade due to port congestion issues at the neighbouring 
transhipment hub. At present, the ICTT has only two mother vessels making regular 

calls—IEX Service and Wanhia’s China India Service (CS2). All the other services are 
small ships connecting to the hub ports in the region Colombo and Jebel Ali. There are 

around seven-eight regular services currently available with smaller ships of 1,000-

2,500 TEU capacity, a far cry from the grand plans of attracting ships that carry more 
than 15,000 TEUs. At the terminal, there are two berths having a total quay length of 

650 metre and four rail-mounted quay cranes (RMQCs). Two small ships can berth 
simultaneously, but only one mother vessel can berth. “We do not know what will be 

the impact of the Adani-run Vizhinjam Port—when it becomes operational—on 

Vallarpadam. And on the flip side, Colombo is expanding capacity rapidly,” says 
Krishnakumar. 

The fact is that Vallarpadam has failed miserably to compete with Colombo. The only 

benefit it brought to the industry is that the vessel turnaround time has reduced to less 
than 24 hours from the earlier two-three days at RGCT. If the ICTT were to handle 

huge mother vessels (post-Panamax), the channel may have to be dredged further to 

18.5 metre and more, which will require huge capex for capital dredging and 
subsequent annual maintenance dredging. The financially weak Cochin Port may not 

be able to shoulder it. “India is a key market for DP World. We will successfully 
position India as a key transhipment and trading hub, with ICTT playing an important 

role in the same,” added Joseph. Will the ICTT be able to navigate itself out of the 

choppy waters? Nobody has an answer. 

Source: Fortune (India); 12 March 2021 
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MARINE ENVIRONMENT 
 

EXPLORING UNTAPPED RESOURCES OF BLUE 

ECONOMY 
- Shahiduzzaman Khan 

With the approval of the Bangladesh Maritime Zones Act, the country is now free to 

explore and exploit the rich marine resources of the Bay of Bengal and exercise the 
country's right over the extended maritime boundary. The Act has 14 chapters and 137 

sections dealing with a number of maritime related issues which were absent in the 

previous Act. It has several new and contemporary issues such as maritime terrorism, 
ocean governance, exclusive economic zone, submarine cable, anti-piracy, criminal 

and civil jurisdiction in sea vessels and nuclear waste transportation etc. According to 
the Act, Blue Economy is comprised of economic activities that directly or indirectly 

take place in the seas, oceans and coastal waters using sea/oceanic resources, 

exploration and exploitation of ocean resources in a sustainable manner. There is also 
the provision for appropriate use of ocean and coastal waters and ocean products as 

main inputs, making use of goods and services to support activities of the oceans and 
seas and protection of the ocean environment. Bangladesh will also have exclusive 

right for the construction, maintenance or operation of artificial island, offshore 
terminals, installations and other structures and devices necessary for the exploration 

and exploitation of the resources of the zone or for the convenience of shipping or for 

any other purposes. 

According to the Act, Bangladesh government may make regulations to provide for the 
authorisation of persons or organisations to explore natural resources, or to recover or 

attempt to recover any such resources, in accordance with such terms and conditions 
as may be determined by the government. With the adoption of the Act, the 

government has, of late, given utmost importance to blue economy and set a time-

frame to start exploring the marine resources within the next few years. The concept 
of the blue economy was, in fact, conceived at the Rio+20 United Nations Conference 

on Sustainable Development held in Rio de Janeiro in 2012, viewing the idea as an 
alternative economic model for sustainable development that puts the oceans at the 

centre of this approach. Analysts, however, believe that the concept of the blue 

economy is complex and it will take time to develop human resources and 
technological capacity to discover marine resources. The government has set up 

Bangladesh Institute of Marine Technology (BIMT) and introduced oceanography in 
the curriculum of two public universities to carry out research in the Bay of Bengal. 

There were only two marine academies in the country in 2009, currently there are 22 

such academies. The government has also commissioned a survey vessel to conduct a 
study on fisheries in the Bay of Bengal. The government is also taking up a plan for 

exploring marine resources in the Bay of Bengal within the next two years. 
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The country's first ocean research and survey ship is conducting the survey since 2016 
to find out marine resources in the Bay of Bengal. Under the move, the Ministry of 

Fisheries and Livestock launched a project titled Bangladesh Marine Fisheries 
Capacity Building at a cost of Tk 1.65 billion. The government is keen to complete the 

initial survey in the Bay of Bengal to ascertain the marine resources within a short 

time. The WB consultants are expected to prepare a development project proposal 
(DPP) for an investment project based on the survey results where the clear path of 

exploring potential resources in the Bay and their contribution to the macro-economy 
would be detailed out. The WB will also help Bangladesh under its 'Sustainable coastal 

and marine fisheries project' in exploring the untapped resources of blue economy. 

While geographical borders divide the countries in the sub-region, analysts believe 
that friendship across the ocean can unite them in a more desirable way. The IONS is 

not only a ray of hope for the Indian Ocean Region but also a forum of immense 
importance for the Asia-Pacific and the adjoining regions. A healthy ocean is essential 

for leading a better life but oceans are at risk now due to over-fishing, marine pollution 

and global climate change. Overcoming those challenges and sustainable development 
of marine resources are the key to global economic growth. 

Source: The Financial Express; 10 March 2021 
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GEOPOLITICS 
 

PANIC IN PAK GOVT AS UAE DEMANDS BACK 

ITS $1BN 
- Sidhant Sibal 

Top officials of the Pakistan government are in panic mode after United Arab Emirates 

(UAE) demanded its $1billion back. The amount is deposited with the State Bank of 
Pakistan (SBP), the central bank of the country. The deadline to return the $1bn is 12 

March. The money is demanded as the amount has reached its maturity. Multiple 

attempts have been made to reach out to UAE, especially to Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, by top Pakistani officials. So far there hasn't been any response. 

Pakistani has pleaded to UAE that returning such a huge amount can impact its 
economic situation right now. It is no secret that Pakistan's economy is in dire straits. 

According to a World Bank estimate, amid the Covid pandemic, Pakistan’s real GDP 

growth is estimated to have declined from 1.9 % in financial year 2019 to -1.5% in 
FY2020. Earlier this year, IMF and Pakistan had reached a staff-level agreement to 

release $500 million as part of a larger loan pact. The year 2019 saw the international 
financial institution agreeing to provide a $6bn loan to the country to rein in the debt 

crisis in exchange for reform measures. 

Source: wionews.com; 11 March 2021 

 

  

RUSSIA WANTS TO BE A POWER TO BE 

RECKONED WITH IN THE INDIAN OCEAN 
- Alexey Muraviev 

February this year was marked by a heightened Russian naval activity in the Indian 
Ocean. Russian naval task groups drawn from the Baltic and Black Sea fleets took part 

in two international naval exercises – one with Iran and another as part of Pakistan-
led multilateral exercise AMAN 21. Russia’s military presence in the region will soon 

include a permanent naval replenishment facility as it seeks to promote itself as an 

alternative source of influence to other global powers, such as the United States and 
China. 

Moscow has not publicly defined an Indian Ocean regional strategy, but an analysis of 

major doctrinal documents provides some clues about its thinking. Neither Russia’s 
2013 Foreign Policy Concept document nor its 2015 National Security Strategy 

mention the Indian Ocean as a whole, but instead focus on specific regions in and 

https://www.wionews.com/south-asia/panic-in-pak-govt-as-uae-demands-back-its-1bn-369769
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around the region, such as South Asia, Africa and the Middle East. Perhaps the best 
indication of a regional strategy can be found in the 2015 Maritime Doctrine, which 

identifies the Indian Ocean as one of six regional priority areas in the maritime domain 
(along with the Atlantic, Artic, Pacific, Caspian and Antarctic). The document lists the 

following objectives: Strengthening relations with India; the intensification of Russia’s 

commercial and other maritime activities in the area; and enforcing maritime security 
through a forward naval presence and good relations with regional states. In this, 

Russia’s growing involvement in the region appears driven by an overall objective of 
securing a long-term niche presence in a strategically important and lucrative part of 

the world. Historically Moscow has pursued a clearly defined strategy in South Asia 

which has focused on maintaining a privileged strategic partnership with India, close 
ties with Sri Lanka and, more recently, deepening strategic ties with Pakistan 

(although this is increasingly a cause of friction with India). Russia’s long-term 
strategic engagement with the Indian Ocean region beyond South Asia now involves 

three main vectors: 

 Geopolitical: expanding influence by building partners, engaging through 
networks with geographic links to the Indian Ocean, and contesting the role of 

other major players such as the United States and China. 

 Military-strategic: combating asymmetric security threats including assistance 
to regional partners in countering organised crime, piracy, regional terrorism 

and internal militant opposition, strengthening regional defence ties and power 
projection. 

 Economic: enhancing economic interests in the Indian Ocean itself and in 
Africa. 

Russia’s economic interests in the Indian Ocean range from exploitation of sea-based 

resources such as fishing to supporting its national resources sector (mining, oil and 
gas, and nuclear industry). Moscow is keen to secure a niche presence across the 

region, including comprehensive economic engagement with old Soviet clients (such 
as India, Ethiopia, Madagascar, Mozambique, Seychelles and Sudan) and new 

partners (for example, Pakistan, South Africa). In 2019, Russian President Vladimir 

Putin announced plans to double trade with African nations to over US$40 billion per 
annum by 2025 as part of broadening Russia’s global economic engagement. Moscow 

is writing off outstanding obligations of the former recipients of Soviet/post-Soviet aid 
in exchange for trading concessions, privileged access rights and security concessions. 

Moscow’s growing economic interests in Africa also enhances its interests in sea lines 

of communication, including along the east and west coasts of Africa, which are now 
seen as “important areas (zones)”. A list of Russian military and paramilitary activity 

in the western Indian Ocean region is revealing. The activity has included: 

 Counter-piracy patrols in the Gulf of Aden/Horn of Africa (since 2009) 

 Special maritime operations in the Gulf of Aden/Arabian Sea, such as extensive 
hydrographic survey operations and intelligence gathering 

 Naval exercise MOSI with China and South Africa off the Cape of Good Hope 
(2019) 

 Naval exercise Maritime Security Belt in the Gulf of Oman with China and Iran 
(2019) and with Iran (2021) 
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 Regular port calls in countries such as Madagascar, Mozambique, Oman, 
Seychelles, South Africa, Sudan 

 Aerial forward operations (Tu-160 Blackjack bomber task group) in South 
Africa (2019) 

Since 2017, Russia has also entered into bilateral defence or naval agreements with 

several states in the region, including with Egypt, Central African Republic, Ethiopia, 
Madagascar, Mozambique and Sudan. Several countries (Madagascar, Mozambique 

and Sudan) have granted port access rights to the Russian Navy, while other (Egypt, 

Central African Republic, Madagascar, Mozambique and Sudan) have allowed the 
Russian Air Force to use their airspace. According to one report, Russia has sought to 

establish military bases in Egypt, Central African Republic, Eritrea, Madagascar and 
Mozambique. Moscow also reached a 25-year deal to build a new naval replenishment 

facility in Sudan in November last year. In building relationships in Africa, Moscow 

seeks to capitalise on the powerful Soviet heritage, including Soviet support for many 
Indian Ocean nations in their anti-colonial struggles. In addition, as part of Moscow’s 

grey zone or hybrid warfare campaign in Africa, Russian private military contractors 
have been deployed to several African countries, including Madagascar, Mozambique 

and Sudan, where activities have included training of local forces, protecting Russian 

businesses, assisting in Russian defence equipment transfers and participating in 
combat operations. Some believe that the Russian government will increase its 

reliance on contractors as proxies in Africa and elsewhere, if relations with the United 
States deteriorate further. 

Russia has no plans or means to act as a principal strategic counterweight to the United 

States or China, but rather promotes itself as an alternative centre of influence. As 

during the Cold War, Russian forward naval presence in the Indian Ocean would aim 
to track US naval operations in the area. With respect to China, Moscow will softly 

compete with Beijing, while actively pushing its agenda via the BRICS and the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation formats. Finally, the Indian Ocean also offers a 

link to the other area of growing importance for Moscow, the Antarctic. Although 

possibly less visible than the United States or China, Russia has returned as a factor in 
the Indian Ocean’s geopolitical and strategic affairs as a power to be reckoned with. 

This article is part of a two-year project being undertaken by the Australian National 

University’s National Security College on the Indian Ocean, with the support of the 
Australian Department of Defence. 

Source: lowyinstitute.org; 15 March 2021 

 

FURY AS CHINESE COMPANY 'WITH LINKS TO 

THE COMMUNIST PARTY' TAKES OVER AN 

AUSTRALIAN ISLAND 'PARADISE' NEAR A 

MILITARY TRAINING CENTRE 
- Peter Vincent And Andrew Prentice 

https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/russia-wants-be-power-be-reckoned-indian-ocean
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A Chinese-linked company has been granted a mining lease on a remote Western 
Australian island near an Australian military training area and important strategic 

assets. The Hong Kong-based company was last October granted a licence valid until 
2032 to dig for iron ore on Cockatoo Island, about 2000km from Perth, and next to 

the Yampi Sound Defence Training Area. The private company has three Chinese-born 

directors, with at least one Liberal figure raising concerns it has close links to the 
Chinese Communist Party. Cockatoo Island, which has its own air strip, found minor 

fame in the 1980s as a failed resort set up by the late disgraced business tycoon Alan 
Bond.  'Welcome to the least known island paradise in the world,' a sign on the island 

read at the time.  The ABC reported that a senior Australian national security official, 

who asked to remain anonymous, pointed out the strategic importance of the Chinese-
owned mine's proximity - including to north-west gas fields. State government deals 

with foreign governments have come under federal government scrutiny lately, with 
treasurer Josh Frydenberg and the Prime Minister threatening to scrap deals where 

national interest is potentially compromised. But deals done with private companies 

have not had the same focus. Liberal senator Concetta Fierravanti-Wells was alarmed 
by the deal. 'The Cockatoo Island "transaction" is yet another example of why 

acquisition of strategic assets from governments in Australia by "private companies" 
with links to Beijing should come within the scope of both FIRB and foreign relation 

legislation,' she said. 

'This "transaction" is another glaring example of our defective federal laws. China's 

company and national security laws require that the Chinese Communist Party 
"control", not only China's state-owned entities, but also Chinese "private companies".'  

The deal, which was signed off last year, is said to have concerned the federal 
government as well as the Defence Department. The agreement is similar to the Port 

of Darwin lease to a Chinese state-owned company, which has attracted plenty of 

controversy.   Recent activity by Chinese government vessels off the coast of north-
west Western Australia has only added to concerns. Ryan Martinson, from the US 

Naval War College's China Maritime Studies Institute posted the movements of two 
Chinese government vessels in the region, the Yuanwang 6 and the Shiyan 3 this 

month.  Martinson revealed on Twitter the vessel was owned by the South China Sea 

Institute of Oceanology, Chinese Academy of Science. 

Source: dailymail.uk; 12 March 2021 

  

QUAD LEADERS’ JOINT STATEMENT: “THE 

SPIRIT OF THE QUAD” 
1. We have convened to reaffirm our commitment to quadrilateral cooperation 

between Australia, India, Japan, and the United States. We bring diverse perspectives 

and are united in a shared vision for the free and open Indo-Pacific. We strive for a 

region that is free, open, inclusive, healthy, anchored by democratic values, and 

unconstrained by coercion. We recall that our joint efforts toward this positive vision 

arose out of an international tragedy, the tsunami of 2004. Today, the global 

devastation wrought by COVID-19, the threat of climate change, and security 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-9353941/Chinese-mining-Cockatoo-Island-WA-near-military-training-area-sparks-government-fears.html
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challenges facing the region summon us with renewed purpose. On this historic 

occasion of March 12, 2021, the first-ever leader-level summit of the Quad, we pledge 

to strengthen our cooperation on the defining challenges of our time. 

2. Together, we commit to promoting a free, open rules-based order, rooted 

in international law to advance security and prosperity and counter threats to both in 

the Indo-Pacific and beyond. We support the rule of law, freedom of navigation and 

overflight, peaceful resolution of disputes, democratic values, and territorial integrity. 

We commit to work together and with a range of partners. We reaffirm our strong 
support for ASEAN’s unity and centrality as well as the ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-

Pacific. Full of potential, the Quad looks forward to the future; it seeks to uphold peace 
and prosperity and strengthen democratic resilience, based on universal values. 

3. Our common goals require us to reckon with the most urgent of global challenges. 

Today, we pledge to respond to the economic and health impacts of COVID-19, combat 
climate change, and address shared challenges, including in cyber space, critical 

technologies, counterterrorism, quality infrastructure investment, and humanitarian-

assistance and disaster-relief as well as maritime domains. 

4. Building on the progress our countries have achieved on health security, we will join 
forces to expand safe, affordable, and effective vaccine production and equitable 

access, to speed economic recovery and benefit global health. With steadfast 
commitment to the health and safety of our own people, we also recognize that none 

of us can be safe as long as the pandemic continues to spread. We will, therefore, 

collaborate to strengthen equitable vaccine access for the Indo-Pacific, with close 
coordination with multilateral organizations including the World Health Organization 

and COVAX. We call for transparent and results-oriented reform at the World Health 
Organization. We are united in recognizing that climate change is a global priority and 

will work to strengthen the climate actions of all nations, including to keep a Paris-

aligned temperature limit within reach. We look forward to a successful COP 26 in 
Glasgow. We will begin cooperation on the critical technologies of the future to ensure 

that innovation is consistent with a free, open, inclusive, and resilient Indo-Pacific. We 
will continue to prioritize the role of international law in the maritime domain, 

particularly as reflected in the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 

(UNCLOS), and facilitate collaboration, including in maritime security, to meet 
challenges to the rules-based maritime order in the East and South China Seas. We 

reaffirm our commitment to the complete denuclearization of North Korea in 
accordance with United Nations Security Council resolutions, and also confirm the 

necessity of immediate resolution of the issue of Japanese abductees. As long-standing 

supporters of Myanmar and its people, we emphasize the urgent need to restore 
democracy and the priority of strengthening democratic resilience. 

5. To advance these goals and others, we will redouble our commitment to Quad 

engagement. We will combine our nations’ medical, scientific, financing, 
manufacturing and delivery, and development capabilities and establish a vaccine 

expert working group to implement our path-breaking commitment to safe and 
effective vaccine distribution; we will launch a critical- and emerging-technology 

working group to facilitate cooperation on international standards and innovative 
technologies of the future; and we will establish a climate working group to strengthen 

climate actions globally on mitigation, adaptation, resilience, technology, capacity-
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building, and climate finance. Our experts and senior officials will continue to meet 
regularly; our Foreign Ministers will converse often and meet at least once a year. At 

the leader level, we will hold an in-person summit by the end of 2021. The ambition of 
these engagements is fit to the moment; we are committed to leveraging our 

partnership to help the world’s most dynamic region respond to historic crisis, so that 

it may be the free, open, accessible, diverse, and thriving Indo-Pacific we all seek. 

Source: whitehouse.gov; 12 March 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/03/12/quad-leaders-joint-statement-the-spirit-of-the-quad/
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