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MARITIME SECURITY 
 

BENJAMIN NETANYAHU CLAIMS IRAN 

‘CLEARLY’ BEHIND EXPLOSION ON ISRAELI 

SHIP IN GULF 
- Oleg Burunov 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has pointed the finger at Iran for 
Thursday's explosion on board an Israeli-owned cargo ship in the Gulf of Oman. "This 

was indeed an operation by Iran. That is clear", he told Kan Radio on Monday. When 
asked whether Israel would retaliate for the incident, Netanyahu repeated previous 

statements about his drive to keep Iran from developing nuclear weapons. He spoke a 

day after Israeli Defence Minister Benny Gantz asserted that Iran could be responsible 
for the explosion, which caused several holes in the port and starboard sides of the 

Bahamian-flagged ship. The latter was subsequently identified as the MV Helios Ray. 
The blast did not disable the vessel or cause casualties, but prodded the vessel to 

anchor in Dubai for repairs on Saturday. 

"We need to continue investigating. The Iranians are looking to harm Israelis and 

Israeli infrastructure. The proximity to Iran leads to the assessment that there is a 
likelihood that this is an Iranian initiative. We are committed to continuing to check", 

Gantz pointed out. This was preceded by the maritime risk-management firm Dryad 
Global tweeting on Friday that the blast could possibly stem from “asymmetric activity 

by the Iranian military”. Tehran has not commented on the matter yet. Dryad Global 

also claimed that the explosion took place as the vessel with 28 crew members on 
board was about 44 nautical miles (50 miles) from Oman's capital Muscat. 

Iran-Israel Tensions  

The developments come amid ongoing tensions between Tehran and Israel’s ally, the 

US. Relations between the two have been strained since then-President Donald Trump 
announced Washington’s unilateral exit from the 2015 Iran nuclear deal, also known 

as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), in May 2018, and the 
reinstatement of strict economic sanctions against the Islamic Republic. Exactly a year 

later, Tehran announced that it had started scaling down some of its JCPOA 

obligations, including those related to uranium enrichment. As far as Israel and Iran 
are concerned, relations between the two sides remain frozen, with Tehran denying 

the Jewish state's right to exist and frequently pledging to destroy it.  

Israel, in turn, accuses Iran of trying to obtain a nuclear weapon and seeking to boost 
its military presence in Syria. Tehran insists that there are only Iranian military 

advisers in the Arab country to help Damascus tackle terrorist groups. 
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Source: Sputnik News; 01 March 2021 

 

INDIA RUSHES TO SEND RICE, HCQ TO 

DROUGHT-HIT MADAGASCAR 
- Elizabeth Roche 

New Delhi: India is to rush 1000 metric tonnes of rice and 100,000 tablets of hydroxy 

chloroquine to the Indian Ocean island country of Madagascar as assistance to deal 
with the humanitarian crisis triggered by a severe drought, a statement from the 

Indian foreign ministry said on Monday. This reinforces India’s credentials as an early 
responder in crises in its neighborhood besides that as a regional power. In the past 

few years, India has stepped up its interaction with countries in the Indian Ocean 

region including the Maldives, Seychelles, Mauritius and Comoros besides 
Madagascar. That India will be despatching food and medical aid to Madagascar was 

conveyed to Madagascar Foreign Minister Tehindrazanarivelo Djacoba A.S Oliva 
during a telephone call with Indian foreign minister S Jaishankar. 

“The humanitarian assistance is being delivered on-board Indian Naval Ship 

Jalashwa, which will leave with the food and medical assistance on 3 March and is 

expected to reach the Port of Ehoala in Madagascar between 21-24 March 2021," the 
Indian foreign ministry statement said. During the phone conversation, Jaishankar 

also said that India had always been among the first responders when it comes to assist 
the people of Madagascar in similar situations of crisis. In September 2018, a 

consignment of 1000 metric tonnes of rice was delivered by an Indian naval ship to 

Madagascar. The Indian Navy was also the first to respond when Cyclone Diane struck 
Madagascar with New Delhi dispatching “prompt assistance" under a mission 

codenamed Operation Vanilla by INS Airavat in January 2020. 

In March 2020, INS Shardul visited the port of Antisiranana and delivered 600 tonnes 
of rice as HADR assistance to Madagascar from India for dealing with heavy floods in 

northern Madagascar. Jaishankar assured the Foreign Minister of Madagascar “that 
as a maritime neighbour across the Indian Ocean, the Government and people of 

Madagascar can always count on the support and solidarity of the Government and 

people of India. The two Foreign Ministers also discussed other issues of mutual 
interest." During this trip, INS Jalashwa will also have on-board an Indian Naval 

training team which is being deployed in Madagascar for capacity building and 
training of the Malagasy Special Forces for two weeks, the foreign ministry statement 

said. INS Jalashwa will also call at Port Anjoun in the Republic of Comoros where it 

will deliver a consignment of 1000 metric tonnes of Indian rice. “The supplies of food 
assistance and support for capacity building to Madagascar and Comoros is in line with 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the 
Region) and India’s time-tested role as a net security provider in the Indian Ocean 

Region, the Indian statement added. 

Source: Live Mint; 01 March 2021  

 

https://sputniknews.com/middleeast/202103011082214819-benjamin-netanyahu-claims-iran-clearly-behind-explosion-on-israeli-ship-in-gulf/
https://www.livemint.com/news/india/india-rushes-to-send-rice-hcq-to-drought-hit-madagascar-11614606640498.html
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MAERSK PLEADS FOR MILITARY BACKUP 

AGAINST WEST AFRICA PIRATES 
(MENAFN - AFP) Fed up with pirate attacks on its fleet off the west African coast, 
global shipping giant Maersk is clamouring for a major naval mission to police the vital 

but treacherous maritime route. The call for action comes after two of the Danish 

company's ships were boarded by bandits in the Gulf of Guinea within the space of one 
month at the turn of the year. The area is a major shipping route stretching from 

Senegal to Angola, but it has been plagued by piracy in recent years. 

Armed kidnappings of seafarers reached record levels in 2020, according to the 
International Maritime Bureau (IMB). "In 2021 we should not have seafarers who are 

afraid of sailing anywhere because of piracy, this is not the age of piracy," Aslak Ross, 
head of maritime standards at the Danish giant, told AFP. Maersk wants an 

international mission similar to the naval operation that the European Union has 

deployed in the Gulf of Aden, off East Africa, since 2008 and which has been credited 
with a sharp drop in piracy there. "A solution is to have the international community 

support a mission in the short term," Ross said. 

At the same time, governments should back longer-term efforts to strengthen the anti-
piracy capabilities of coastal countries, he said. Every day some 1,500 ships travel the 

maritime route off Africa's two largest oil producers, Nigeria and Angola, and Maersk 

said 50 of its vessels regularly sail in the area. Maersk is the world's largest container 
shipping company, operating in 130 countries and employing some 80,000 people 

worldwide. It moves 12 million containers every year. The waters are the world's 
number one spot for cargo-ship crew kidnappings, which tend to be seen as more 

lucrative for pirates than the traditional attacks on oil tankers. Of the 135 attacks on 

seafarers recorded worldwide last year, 130 took place in the Gulf of Guinea, the IMB 
reported. 

- 'Who better than the French?' –  

Denmark, a Nordic nation of just 5.8 million people, boasts the world's fifth-largest 

merchant navy and has backed Maersk's attempts to spur the EU into action. 
"Denmark can make a difference but cannot solve the problem alone," Danish Defence 

Minister Trine Bramsen told AFP. Maersk is particularly keen on securing French 
involvement in anti-piracy efforts, given the country's experience with military 

deployments in West Africa. "Who better than the French?" Ross said, highlighting the 

EU state's "historical interests" and "regular presence" in the region. A French 
government source told AFP that Paris does not currently envisage a European 

maritime operation along the lines of operation Atalanta in East Africa, pointing 
instead to the existence of a "coordinated maritime presence" (CMP) in the area. "The 

Danes are welcome to join the CMP and make a contribution," the source said. 

Launched this January, the EU-led CMP involves France, Spain, Italy and Portugal, 
and provides resources to military ships already in the gulf, in return for information 

and intelligence sharing. 

- 'Lack of political will' - 
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But with no mandate for the CMP vessels to intervene in an attack, researcher Jessica 
Larsen of the Danish Institute of International Relations believes the EU initiative falls 

short of Denmark's hoped-for intervention. "There seems to be a lack of political will 
to launch a military operation from the European side," she told AFP. States in the 

region are equally concerned about maintaining sovereignty, making them reluctant 

to host a European operation, she added. "Nigeria is unlikely to welcome an 
international naval coalition as this will serve to highlight the inadequacy of Nigerian 

counter piracy efforts," Munro Anderson, of maritime security firm Dryad Global, told 
AFP. 

Source: menafn.com; 05 March 2021 

 

SINGAPORE DEPLOYS NEW MARITIME 

SECURITY VESSELS AS RISE REPORTED IN 

ARMED ROBBERY ATTACKS IN ASIA DURING 

2020 
The latest annual report from the Regional Cooperation Agreement on Combating 

Piracy and Armed Robbery against Ships in Asia (ReCAAP) was recently published. It 

notes that there were a total of 97 incidents (comprising 95 actual incidents and two 
attempted incidents) of piracy and armed robbery against ships in Asia in 2020. This 

accounted for a 17% increase in the total number of incidents, and a 32% increase in 
actual incidents reported in 2020 compared to 2019. The report goes onto say that 

there was an increase in incidents in the past year in Bangladesh, India, the 

Philippines, Vietnam, South China Sea and Singapore Straits. The report highlights an 
increase in the number of incidents on board ships while underway in the Singapore 

Strait in 2020 with 34 incidents, compared to 31 incidents in 2019. 

ReCAAP recommends ship masters and crew exercise vigilance and maintain constant 
lookout for suspicious boats in the vicinity. They also advise reporting all incidents 

immediately to the nearest coastal State as well as implementing preventive measures 
recommended in the previously published Regional Guide to Counter Piracy and 

Armed Robbery Against Ships in Asia. 

The rise in the number of incidents over the past few years has seemingly prompted 

the Singapore government to take action. The Ministry of Defence has previously 
acknowledged that its maritime security capability, including its security vessels, play 

an important part in Singapore’s ability to deal with attacks (such as those reported by 
the ReCAAP report). Its commitment to combatting the rise in attacks was 

demonstrated in early 2020 when it announced its intention of a restructure to its 

maritime security arrangements and in January 2021 when it launched its new 
maritime and security response flotilla. This is said to include four sentinel class 

maritime security and response vessels and two maritime security and response 
tugboats. The former include an array of technical equipment including a ballistics 

protection system and a visual and audio warning system.They will also include side 

https://menafn.com/1101706237/Maersk-pleads-for-military-backup-against-west-Africa-pirates
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fenders to allow swift access to vessels suspected of being involved in attacks. Whilst 
some of the vessels are already in operation, the remainder will be ready in the coming 

months. In line with other international maritime security agencies, the vessels 
operating as part of the flotilla will bear red stripes on their bow. By 2026, the intention 

of the Ministry of Defence is to operate new purpose-built vessels. Though these ships 

are still in early stages of concept design, they are expected to operate at sea for up to 
a few weeks and are to be designed for minimal manning with flexible capabilities. The 

Republic of Singapore Navy has also announced that autonomous unmanned vessels 
are currently undergoing sea trials and could be deployed by the end of the year for 

security patrols and missions. Each vessel is said to be equipped with various security 

features and will be operated by a limited number of shore based crew. 

Source: hellenicshippingnews.com; 05 March 2021 
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MARITIME FORCES 
 

INDIA DEPLOYS SINDHU NETRA SATELLITE 

FOR KEEPING EYE OVER INDIAN OCEAN 
- Manjeet Sehgal 

In a major boost for the country's surveillance capabilities in the Indian Ocean Region, 
India on Sunday successfully deployed the Sindhu Netra satellite in space which will 

help the Navy and security agencies to monitor suspicious ships operating there. “The 

Sindhu Netra has been developed by the DRDO and has been deployed in space 
successfully by the ISRO rocket launched on Sunday. The capability will allow us to 

keep an eye on the areas of our interest from the African region to South China Sea,” 
top government sources told India Today. Sindhu Netra is one of the first in the series 

of satellites that would help the nation in enhancing its surveillance capabilities on 

land in areas such as the Ladakh region with China and the border areas with Pakistan. 

Seeking to keep a closer eye on the activities of the Chinese military both near the 
Indian territory as well as in its depth areas all along the 4,000 kilometre Line of Actual 

Control (LAC), the Indian security agencies feel there is a requirement of four to six 
dedicated satellites which can help them keep a check on the adversary's moves. Along 

with the setting up of the Defence Space Agency, the government also created a defence 

space research organisation to look after the ability to protect space assets from being 
attacked by adversaries there. The space arm of the defence forces would also be 

bolstered significantly in near future. 

Source: India Today; 01 March 2021 

 

INDIA AND NORWAY AGREE TO CONDUCT 

MARINE SPATIAL PLANNING IN 

LAKSHADWEEP AND PUDUCHERRY 
- Ministry of Earth Science 

 

India and Norway have agreed to jointly work in the area of marine spatial planning 

in the oceanic space for the next five years. In this regard, the first project steering 
committee meeting with representatives from both the countries was successfully 

conducted virtually recently, after which the two countries have charted out a plan to 
ensure that human activities at sea take place in an efficient, safe, and sustainable 

manner in areas such as energy, transportation, fisheries, aquaculture, tourism etc. 

across  multiple sectors.This is a part of the Indo-Norway Integrated Ocean Initiative 

https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/sindhu-netra-indian-ocean-isro-drdo-1774081-2021-03-01
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under the Memorandum of Understanding signed between the two countries in 2019. 
Lakshadweep and Puducherry have been identified as pilot sites for the project.  

 
The two countries have decided to extend support for sustainable ocean resources 

utilisation to advance economic and social development in coastal areas. The initiative 

known as Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) will be implemented by the Ministry of Earth 
Sciences (MoES) through National Centre for Coastal Research (NCCR) for India. In 

its primary phase, NCCR will develop a marine spatial planning framework for 
Puducherry and Lakshadweep. These sites have been chosen for the pilot project in 

view of their setups with unique opportunities for multiple sectors (such as industries, 

fisheries, and tourism) to flourish. The Government of India's initial investments for 
undertaking the studies and planning are estimated to be around INR 8-10 crores per 

annum. In the future, marine spatial planning framework of these two 
environmentally critical areas can be replicated to other coastal regions of the country. 

Notably, the World Bank and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 

have expressed interest in supporting MoES in conducting MSP, a societal-beneficial 
initiative for India's coastal regions. 

 
The MSP initiative will be implemented by MoES and the Norwegian Environment 

Agency through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Norway. Earlier, NCCR had developed 

coastal management plans for Chennai, Goa, and Gulf of Kachchh which proved very 
successful. Now, the MSP initiative will aid development of multiple economic sectors 

and stakeholders in greater number of coastal areas of the country. In addition to 
MoES, the first project steering committee meeting was attended by representatives 

from several stakeholder ministries namely Ministry of Environment, Forests, and 

Climate Change; Ministry of Foreign Affairs; Ministry of External Affairs; Ministry of 
Shipping; Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries; Ministry of Fisheries,Animal 

Husbandry and Dairying; Ministry of Tourism; and state governments of Tamil Nadu 
and Lakshadweep. The Government of India’s vision of New India by 2030 highlights 

blue economy as one of the ten core dimensions of growth. MSP is globally identified 

as a tool for sustainable andintegrated ocean management. It is a noted area for work 
in India’s (draft) Blue Economic Policy being developed by MoES. 

 
Source: pib.gov.in; 03 March 2021 

 

 

US NAVY DEMONSTRATES LONG-RANGE 

UNMANNED TRANSPORT CARGO OVER 

NAVAL AIR STATION NORFOLK 

- Naval Air Force Atlantic Public Affairs release 

The long-range cargo transport, dubbed Blue Water UAS, is designed to operate with 

Naval Forces that typically operate in heavy winds over open water and require aircraft 
to land on pitching vessels at sea. The technology demonstrator vehicle can operate in 

some of these conditions and further development will be required to meet the full 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1702137
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Naval requirement. “The Ford Blue Water UAS supply demo is a first step in 
revolutionizing logistics support to maximize operational availability and lethality for 

these critical capital assets,” said Capt. John Bush, Director, Aircraft Material and 
Engineering, Naval Air Forces Atlantic. The proof-of-concept test was successfully 

conducted by transporting light-weight logistical equipment from the Mid Atlantic 

Regional Maintenance Center (MARMC), Naval Station Norfolk on board USS Gerald 
R. Ford (CVN 78) while the Ford-class aircraft carrier was in-port. Historic data from 

Navy casualty reports show that warships that move to non-mission capable or 
partially mission capable status often do so due to logistics issues like the need for 

electronic parts, 90 percent of which are logistical deliveries weighing less than 50 

pounds. Currently, aircraft like the MH-60 helicopters and MV-22 tilt-rotor aircraft 
fly these missions. Blue Water presents an opportunity to cut the cost and inefficiency 

of these flights. 

“Carrier logistics is a complex and diverse problem set,” said Capt. Paul Lanzilotta, 
Gerald R. Ford’s commanding officer. “Sometimes getting a small part delivered to the 

ship has a big impact on the availability of an embarked system or aircraft. Having 

UAS like Blue Water may improve our ability to quickly meet specific logistics needs 
where payload and ship’s location permit.” The Naval Air Warfare Center Aircraft 

Division (NAWCAD) will continue to work with its industry partners to enhance the 
UAS in-house with developments like folding wings for better handling and ship 

storage, and consider alternative air vehicle designs with advanced propulsion systems 

to provide greater range and payload performance, optical and infrared collision 
avoidance and landing systems, and navigation systems not only dependent on GPS. 

“Deterring, fighting, and winning future conflicts will require more from us,” said 
NAWCAD Commander, Rear Adm. John Lemmon. “Developmental platforms like our 

Blue Water UAS are important for exploring opportunities to maintain a competitive 

edge with top-tier technology and improve the logistical support of America’s Sailors 
and Marines.” Blue Water UAS can operate from both the ship and the shore. It 

requires minimal maintenance and control stations are small – about the size of a 
shoebox or small suitcase – netting near zero infrastructure. Experimentation with the 

fleet will continue throughout 2021. The results of the experimentation will help the 

Navy decide whether to transition the technology to support fleet initiatives. 

Source: Naval News; 01 March 2021 

 

PHILIPPINES SIGNS AGREEMENT WITH INDIA 

FOR WORLD'S FASTEST SUPERSONIC 

MISSILES  

MANILA (PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER/ASIA NEWS NETWORK) - The 

Philippines and India have signed an agreement for a potential supply of BrahMos 
cruise missiles, a product of collaboration by India and Russia, which the Philippine 

government hopes would boost coastal defence. Philippine Defence Undersecretary 
Raymund Elefante and Indian Ambassador Shambu Kumaran signed an 

implementing agreement on Tuesday (March 2) at Camp Aguinaldo, headquarters of 

navalnews.com/naval-news/2021/03/us-navy-demonstrates-long-range-unmanned-transport-cargo-over-naval-air-station-norfolk/
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the Armed Forces of the Philippines, according to the Philippine Department of 
National Defence on Facebook. The agreement involved the procurement of defence 

material and equipment by the Philippines from India, an emerging superpower rival 
of China in Asia. "We are buying the BrahMos missiles," said Philippine Defence 

Secretary Delfin Lorenzana, who witnessed the signing ceremony. He did not provide 

details of the procurement plan yet. BrahMos are medium-range supersonic (faster 
than the speed of sound) missiles that can be launched from submarines, ships, planes 

or land. It is considered to be the fastest supersonic missile in the world. 

Mr Lorenzana said the agreement served as guide for the Philippines and India on 
"policies and procedures in the defence procurement". It also served as a "legal 

framework for the procurement under the government-to-government modality", Mr 

Lorenzana added. The missile system, which can be used for coastal defence and 
ground attack, would boost Philippine military firepower in the face of threats to its 

maritime territory, coming mainly from Chinese aggression in the South China Sea. 
Plans to procure the system stalled last year due to budgetary constraints caused by 

the coronavirus pandemic. Hindustan Times reported last year that India has offered 

a US$100 million (S$133 million) line of credit to the Philippines for the weapons 
system purchase, but a government source privy to the deal said it could be more. In 

separate occasions in January this year, Ambassador Kumaran and BrahMos 
Aerospace chief executive and managing director Sudhir Mishra visited the Philippine 

Army and Philippine Marines, the potential users of the BrahMos missiles. 

Source: The Straits Times; 03 March 2021 

 

U.S. NAVY, JMSDF STRENGTHEN ALLIANCE 

THROUGH BILATERAL ADVANCED 

WARFIGHTING TRAINING 

- Destroyer Squadron 15 Public Affairs 

YOKOSUKA, Japan - Units and personnel from the U.S. Navy and the Japan Maritime 

Self-Defense Force (JMSDF) concluded a Bilateral Advanced Warfighting Training 
(BAWT) exercise, March 6. 

BAWT is an annual bilateral training exercise that improves the iron-clad partnership 

between U.S. and Japanese forces. This year’s exercise, which began March 1, focused 

on enhancing readiness and interoperability of coalition forces of the U.S. and JMSDF, 
with special focus on coordinating strategies and tactics in an all-domain environment. 

"Every opportunity we have to sharpen our combined lethality with the Japan 
Maritime Self-Defense Force is invaluable to our forward deployed forces," said Capt. 

Chase Sargeant, commander, Destroyer Squadron 15. "Exercises like BAWT reinforce 

the strength of our alliance and serve to bolster regional security and stability in the 
Indo-Pacific region." The United States and Japan have forged a relationship built on 

a shared vision of a free and open Indo-Pacific, and regularly conduct bilateral 
exercises and operations to strengthen regional adherence to international norms. 

Participants included USS John S. McCain (DDG 56), USS Benfold (DDG 65), JS Ise 

https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/philippines-signs-agreement-with-india-for-worlds-fastest-supersonic-missiles
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(DDH 182), JS Shiranui (DDG 120), JS Harusame (DD 102), and various support 
ships. 

"We are very pleased to have a bilateral exercise 'BAWT 2021' with the U.S. Navy," said 

Capt. Yosuke Inaba, commander, Escort Division Six. “Bilateral exercises such as 
BAWT 2021 always help us improve our tactical skills and the interoperability between 

the JMSDF and the U.S. Navy. I am really looking forward to working with Destroyer 

Squadron (DESRON) 15 and gaining successful results.” Training exercises like BAWT 
2021 help develop regional capabilities between U.S. Navy and JMSDF. These 

capabilities provide layered defensive options aimed at protecting joint interests and 
those of their allies and partners. The participating forces exercised a wide range of 

capabilities and demonstrated the inherent flexibility of our combined forces. These 

capabilities range from maritime security operations to more complex anti-submarine 
and air defense exercises. BAWT used realistic, shared training scenarios to enhance 

the ability of the U.S. Navy and JMSDF to work together to confront any contingency. 
BAWT prepares forces to provide the ready, credible deterrence that stabilizes the 

Indo-Pacific, and promotes peace and prosperity for all nations throughout the region. 

DESRON 15 is the Navy’s largest forward-deployed DESRON and the U.S. 7th Fleet’s 
principal surface force. 

Source: Commander, US Pacific Fleet; 05 March 2021 

 

JAPAN’S NEW MOGAMI-CLASS FRIGATES 

SHOW WHAT THE U.S. NAVY’S LITTORAL 

COMBAT SHIPS COULD HAVE BEEN 
- Sebastien Roblin 

On Wednesday, amidst a flurry of colorful balloons, Mitsubishi Heavy Industries 

launched the Mogami from its shipyard in Nagasaki—the lead ship of a new class of 

versatile 30FFM-type multi-role frigates.  Due to delays caused by a construction 
accident, the lead vessel launched four months after the second ship laid down in the 

class, the Kumano, built in Okayama by Mitsui E&S. The two frigates, both named 
after rivers, measure 132 meters long and are scheduled to be commissioned into 

service March 2022. They integrate a wide variety of sophisticated technologies 

including a high-tech command center, a stealthy hull and mast designed to reduce 
visibility on radar, mine-hunting aquatic drones and powerful long-range anti-ship 

missiles. The Japanese Maritime Self Defense Force (JMSDF) eventually plans to 
procure a total of 22 of the stealth escort frigates (also designated “destroyer escorts”) 

built at a pace of two per year, at an estimated cost of 50 billion yen ($467 million) 

each. These will eventually replace eight Asagiri-class destroyers of similar weight and 
six smaller Abukuma-class escorts. 

While the new frigates aren’t quite feature complete (more on that below), they 

compare well with the U.S. Navy’s infamously troubled littoral combat ships (LCS). 
The FFM’s priority design features—speed, small crew size, support for unmanned 

vehicles, and anti-submarine and counter-mine capability—are also characteristics 

https://www.cpf.navy.mil/news.aspx/130823
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that guided development of LCSs. In fact, MHI’s earlier, more radical design concepts 
for the 30FFM resembled the Freedom-class LCS in several respects. To be fair, these 

ships weren’t designed to fulfill the same operational requirements, and the LCS can 
attain uniquely high speeds (47 knots) and carry heavier close-defense weaponry 

compared to the 30FFM. But the more conservative design MHI settled on is only 

moderately larger—displacing 3,900 tons standard load, compared to 3,400 for a 
Freedom-class LCS—slightly less expensive, and all-and-all more versatile and heavily 

armed. 

Stealthy Hull, Star Trek Command Center and Submarine Drones 

A high degree of automation allows the 30FFM frigates to function with only 90 crew, 
compared to 220 on an Asagiri-class destroyer—which is important as Japan’s Self 

Defense Force must cope with a shortage of personnel. The JMSDF plans to rotate four 

crews between every three frigates. Externally, the ‘clean’, flush surfaces of the 30FFM 
are designed to minimize radar reflectivity, as is the integrated mast combining the 

vessel’s radar with its electronic warfare system. MHI also claims it has applied 
technologies it developed for its X-2 Shinshin stealth jet demonstrator into the frigate, 

possibly referring to incorporation of radar-absorbent materials (RAM). 

The frigate’s reduced radar cross-section doesn’t render it undetectable, but does make 
it seem like a smaller vessel on radar and reduces the range at which it can be tracked. 

Ordinarily, the frigate cruises on two fuel-efficient MAN diesel engines, but a 

supplementary Rolls Royce MT-30 gas turbine can accelerate the boats to a maximum 
speed “above 30 knots.” A gearbox developed by Kawasaki facilitates the change in 

reduction gears necessary when surging power input. The 30FFM’s Combat 
Information Center has received special attention for its unique circular arrangement 

evoking the “open office” bridge of a Star Fleet vessel. In addition to 18 multi-function 

displays and two tactical tables, an overhead screen displays a 360-degree “augmented 
reality” view around the ship fusing the vessel’s various sensors. The frigate relies on 

an X-Band OPY-2 multi-function radar to detect both aircraft and ships, backed up by 
an OAX-3 electro-optical/infrared sensor system and a NOLQ-3E electronic warfare 

system combining a self-defense jammer and electromagnetic sensor. The ship’s 

command system is designed to transmit and receive sensor data and video feeds to 
ground-based command centers and maritime patrol aircraft. 

For surface warfare, the frigates mount four twin-launchers armed with powerful Type 

17 anti-ship missiles weighing three-quarters of a ton each. The subsonic sea-
skimming weapons can strike targets up to 248 miles away, initially using GPS and 

inertial navigation guidance before switching to an AESA radar-seeker for terminal 

guidance. For close-range encounters (more likely in peacetime confrontations) the 
ship also mounts a 127-millimeter Mark 45 naval gun and two remote-controlled .50-

caliber machineguns. The ship’s radar can direct these to engage both air and sea 
targets. For undersea warfare, the 30FFM disposes of three sonars: an OQQ-25 system 

combining a variable-depth sonar with a towed sonar array for submarine hunting; 

and a OQQ-11 sonar specialized in detecting mines. The frigate can engage submerged 
subs with 324-millimeter torpedoes fired from one of its three twin-launchers as well 

as the SH-60K and L Seahawk anti-submarine helicopters on its flight deck. 
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Against mines, the frigate can deploy a duo aquatic drones from a docking stations at 
the ship’s stern. An OZZ-5 submarine drone (or UUV) uses a combination of low- and 

high-frequency sonars to detect and identify mines; and a separate unmanned surface 
vehicle (USV) deploys countermeasures to disable the mine. Currently, the 30FFM’s 

main weakness is limited air-defense capability, with only a single RIM-116 SeaRAM 

missile launcher overlooking the rear deck in addition to the guns providing short-
range (6 miles) protection from incoming missiles and aircraft. The 30FFMs are 

actually built to accommodate 16 missile vertical-launch cells that could carry longer-
range surface-to-air missiles, but the two lead ships have been delivered without the 

launchers installed. That means they can’t really protect nearby ships from air attacks, 

nor help thin out an incoming attack at a distance. 

Eventually, Tokyo is supposed to install Mark 41 launchers in the frigates, though that 
will presumably raise the effective unit price of the ship. These may be loaded with 

either U.S.-built RIM-162 Evolved Sea Sparrow Missiles (up to 4 can fit in each Mark 
41 cell) or Japanese Type 03 Chu medium-range surface-to-air missiles, and Type 07 

anti-submarine missiles; all of which possess ranges exceeding 30 miles. 

That would give the 30FFMs local air-defense capability, though even then they may 
rely on larger vessels equipped with Aegis Combat Systems to provide better radar 

coverage.  

Japan’s Frigate Strategy 

Broadly, the 30FFM frigates are intended to allow the JMSDF to field more ships with 

the same number of personnel to counter the Chinese’s People’s Liberation Army 
Navy’s increasing presence and capability in the northwestern Pacific. Elements of the 

30FFM’s design like its stealthy hull, drone support equipment and unique bridge, are 
likely to make their way into future, larger Japanese warships—at least once their 

viability has been tested operationally in the less costly frigate. 

Tokyo is also reportedly working on an export deal with Jakarta to sell eight 30FFM 
frigates (four built in Japan, four in Indonesia) and transfer relevant technology for 

$2.9 billion. If the deal goes through it will mark a breakthrough for Japan’s so far very 

limited defense export market. It would also further Tokyo’s policy of enhancing the 
naval capabilities of other Asian navies which oppose China’s sweeping claims to 

waters across the eastern Pacific. Meanwhile the U.S. Navy has seemingly given up its 
interest in similarly-sized littoral combat ships, which continue to be plagued by 

technical problems severely curbing their usability. For example, despite having begun 

development nearly two decades ago, the mine-countermeasure and anti-submarine 
packages have yet to complete testing. 

The U.S. Navy is now developing a Constellation-class frigate that’s bigger and more 

heavily armed than the 30FFM at more than twice the price at an estimated $1.1 billion 
per ship. But Japan’s new escort frigates suggest that with a more judicious approach 

to technological innovation and greater financial discipline, the U.S. Navy could have 

churned out flexible and hard hitting vessels roughly the size of a littoral combat ship. 
Such a vessel might not have included as many exquisite bells and whistles, such as 

the LCS’s speedy waterjet propulsion system. And of course it would still not be as well 
protected as an Aegis-equipped missile destroyer. But they might have come out the 

gate in a useable form—and packing more bang for the taxpayer’s buck. 
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Source: Forbes; 05 March 2021 

 

JAPAN COMMISSIONS NEW OCEAN 

SURVEILLANCE SHIP 

- Daisuke Sato 

The Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force announced Thursday that it has added the 
newest JS Aki ocean surveillance ship to its fleet during the commissioning ceremony. 

In a ceremony held at the Mitsui E&S Shipbuilding Co. shipyard in Tamano City 
officials welcomed the third 67 m-long vessels of the Hibiki-class of Ocean Surveillance 

Ship into service. 

“She is the 3rd HIBIKI type and her name is from Aki-nada in the Seto Inland Sea,” 
the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force (JMSDF) said in a Twitter post Friday. Hibiki-

class vessels have a beam of 30 meters (98 ft 5 in), a top speed of 11 knots (20 km/h; 

13 mph), and a standard range of 3,800 nautical miles (7,000 km; 4,400 mi). The hull 
structure of Aki is a very characteristic one called Small Waterplane Area Twin Hull 

(SWATH). This structure reduces the wave resistance by reducing the volume of the 
ship near the sea surface and increases the stability during navigation. The ship, which 

has a full-load displacement of 3,048 tonnes, has an AN/UQQ-2 Surveillance Towed 

Array Sensor System (SURTASS), which is a very long-range active/passive sonar that 
can be deployed into the sea to collect various acoustic data. 

Source: defence-blog.com; 05 March 2021 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/sebastienroblin/2021/03/05/japans-new-mogami-class-frigates-show-what-littoral-combat-ships-could-have-been/?sh=6617e39e20a0
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SHIPPING, PORTS AND 

OCEAN ECONOMY  
 

SRI LANKA BLAMES ADANI FOR COLLAPSE OF 

EAST CONTAINER TERMINAL DEAL 
- P Manoj 

Sri Lanka has blamed the Adani Group for the collapse of the tripartite memorandum 

of cooperation (MoC) signed in May 2019 with Japan and India to jointly develop the 
East Container Terminal (ECT) at Colombo Port, citing lack of flexibility shown by the 

Indian firm in “adhering to the key financial clauses” set by the island nation, 
according to Cabinet documents. During negotiations held by Sri Lanka’s Cabinet 

Appointed Negotiation Committee (CANC) on January 27 and 28, Adani Ports and 

Special Economic Zone Ltd (APSEZ), which was nominated by the Indian government 
to develop the ECT, “insisted” that the same terms, conditions, rates, royalty and land 

lease payments to Sri Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA) set for the Colombo International 
Container Terminals Ltd (CICT) be made applicable to ECT too. China’s state-run 

China Merchants Port Holdings Company Ltd holds 85 per cent stake in CICT, a joint 

venture terminal it runs with Sri Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA). But, this demand of 
Adani was rejected by the CANC and endorsed by the Sri Lanka Cabinet on February 

1. “The Sri Lanka team explained (to Adani) that the request for proposal (RFP) for the 
CICT was processed in the recession period in 2009 and the breakwater was being 

constructed and the investor was expected to commence construction (of CICT) in 

parallel with the breakwater construction works,” according to a January 31 Cabinet 
memorandum prepared by Sri Lanka’s Ministry of Ports and Shipping. “However, the 

present situation is very much improved with developed infrastructure ready for any 
new investor to come in (at ECT). Further, presently, the port business is established 

with proven records. Therefore, the same payment received by SLPA from CICT 

cannot be applied to ECT. The financial return expectfrom the ECT to SLPA shall be 
much higher than it is from CICT,” the Cabinet memorandum said. The first round of 

negotiations held by CANC with Adani was inconclusive, and did not reach any 
agreement on the basic terms of the project, such as royalty, upfront payment, land 

lease payment to SLPA and exclusivity clauses. “No flexibility was shown (by Adani) 

but (it) stressed to stick to the financial values given in the Build, Operate and Transfer 
(BOT) agreement for CICT,” the Cabinet memo said, referring to the talks held by 

CANC. The tripartite memorandum of cooperation envisaged the formation of a 
terminal operating company 51 per cent owned by SLPA and 49 per cent by Indian and 

Japanese entities. 
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Although “the MoC indicates the ECT to be developed on a loan provided by the 
Japanese government to SLPA, the present government has decided to develop ECT 

as investment project (by) refrain(ing) from obtaining loans.” The ECT comprise 1,320 
metres of quay wall, terminal area of 76 hectares, 18-metre-deep berths and container 

stacking yard with annual capacity of 2.4 million twenty-foot equivalent units (TEUs). 

The SLPA has developed 440 metres of quay wall, 20 hectares yard area and connected 
facilities with a $80-million loan from the Bank of Ceylon. During the negotiations 

held by CANC on January 27 and 28, the Sri Lankan side emphasised that the 
expenditure incurred by SLPA on the ECT would be recovered upfront from the Indian 

and Japanese investors. However, APSEZ wanted the cost incurred by SLPA for the 

part-development of ECT to be “considered as the government’s share of the project”. 
The CANC further said that the concession agreement for the ECT “will not offer 

anything more than what is already available to CICT”. 

The CANC also sought a “golden shareholder status” to the government of Sri Lanka 
in the “strategic national interest”. Adani sad that the project IRR and equity IRR were 

“negative”, as per its calculations based on values proposed by SLPA. Thus, the 

minutes of the negotiations of CANC noted: “It is not fruitful to proceed with the 
negotiations on the proposal submitted by APSEZ as they were not flexible to adhere 

to key financial clauses.” The Cabinet memo, therefore, recommended developing and 
operating ECT as a fully-owned container terminal of SLPA and to complete the 

terminal development works in three years. The Ministry of Ports and Shipping also 

proposed to the Cabinet “to develop the West Container Terminal (WCT) in parallel 
with the ECT as a public, private partnership (PPP) project under BOT basis for a 

period of 35 years by a joint venture comprising SLPA and nominees of the 
government of India and Japan based on the framework used in developing the CICT”. 

The CICT framework included BOT tenure of 35 years, one-time upfront payment, 

annual payment of land lease and royalty based on the containers handled at the 
terminal. Based on the CICT framework, it was decided by the then Sri Lankan 

government that this “model could be successfully used for development of container 

terminals, revisiting the payments to be received by SLPA based on comparative size 
of the terminal area and improved business opportunity in the port of Colombo”. The 

WCT will have a 1,400-metre quay wall, water depth of 20 metres, terminal area of 
about 64 hectares with annual capacity of 2.6 million TEUs. The WCT was being 

offered as an alternative to India and Japan as a “responsible government who honour 

international agreements reached between countries, the government of Sri Lanka is 
expected to be responsible in honouring such international agreements”. While 

approving the proposal submitted by the Ministry of Ports and Shipping, the Cabinet 
also decided to set up a CANC and Project Committee to evaluate the proposal of the 

India-Japan team for the WCT. 

Source: The Hindu Business Line; 02 March 2021 

 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/national/sri-lanka-blames-adani-for-collapse-of-east-container-terminal-development/article33919691.ece
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SRI LANKA REVERSES COURSE, OFFERS 

STRATEGIC DEEP-SEA PORT TO INDIA, 

JAPAN 
- AFP 

Colombo: Sri Lanka will offer a strategically located deep-sea port to India and Japan, 

an official said Tuesday, as the island seeks to balance traditional ties against China's 
rising regional influence. The government last month abruptly pulled out of an 

agreement with Delhi and Tokyo to jointly develop the partially built East Container 

Terminal, located next to a $500-million Chinese-run container jetty within the capital 
Colombo's sprawling port. But Colombo reversed course Tuesday, offering the West 

Container Terminal (WCT), which is yet to be built and located on the other side of the 
Chinese-run jetty known as the Colombo International Container Terminal (CICT). 

"The discussions to develop the WCT will be only with India and Japan," government 

spokesman Keheliya Rambukwella told reporters in the capital. Rambukwella said the 
cabinet decided Monday to allow India and Japan to have an 85 percent stake in the 

West Container Terminal -- the same terms China was granted when building the 

CICT. It's unclear how Tokyo and Delhi will divide their majority stake in the port. The 
government said the Indian High Commission in Colombo has "approved" Sri Lanka's 

latest offer. There was no immediate response from India's foreign ministry, and a 
government spokesman said Japan has yet to respond to the new proposal. The 

government blamed trade unions calling for local instead of foreign development for 

last month's abrogation of the East Container Terminal, which will now be completed 
by the Sri Lanka Ports Authority. Colombo is located in the Indian Ocean between the 

major hubs of Dubai and Singapore, meaning control of its ports is highly sought after. 

Two Chinese submarines berthed at the CICT -- which started operations in 2013 -- in 
2014, sparking concerns in India. Since then, Sri Lanka has refused permission for 

further submarine calls. In December 2017, unable to repay a huge Chinese loan, Sri 

Lanka allowed China Merchants Port Holdings to take over the southern Hambantota 
port, which straddles the world's busiest east-west shipping route. The deal, which 

gave the Chinese company a 99-year lease, raised fears about Beijing's use of "debt 
traps" in exerting its influence abroad. India and the United States have also expressed 

concerns that a Chinese foothold at Hambantota could give Beijing a military 

advantage in the Indian Ocean. 

Source: NDTV; 02 March 2021 

 

 

https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/lanka-offers-deep-sea-port-to-india-japan-month-after-scrapping-a-deal-2381973


Making Waves 

01 – 07 March 2021       
 

                                                                                    

19                                                                                                                                                
 

INDIA CAN’T BE DEPENDENT ON OTHER 

COUNTRIES FOR CARGO CONTAINERS: 

PIYUSH GOYAL 
- PTI 

With shortage of cargo containers hitting export and other areas of logistics in the 

country, Union minister Piyush Goyal Friday said India should aim to manufacture a 
million containers and not depend on other countries for it. The containers are 

primarily imported from China. Not naming China, Goyal said in terms of containers, 

India had put “all its eggs in one basket” all this while. 

“Sadly in container manufacturing we have no basket of our own. Not only are all our 
eggs in one basket but that basket is also not ours; it is outside the country,” Goyal said 

at a meeting of relevant industry representatives and Container Corporation of India 
(CONCOR), the biggest player in container movement, which has decided to support 

indigenous manufacturing of containers for the first time in India. “Today the problem 
we are facing of containers is affecting exports… rice, wheat, sugar, all are suffering 

because we don’t have enough containers,” Goyal said. He said the volumes for export 

of sugar, rice and wheat alone might require half a million containers, making the 
point that there is sense in aiming for largescale production. “Scale presents huge cost-

benefit opportunities. If you produce a high-quality product, our neighbours will never 
be able to match it,” he said, adding, “How can we be dependent on other countries for 

such a simple thing like making containers?” he said. As reported in The Indian 

Express on Friday, state-owned wagon manufacturer Braithwaite, and engineering 
behemoth Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited have received an order from CONCOR to 

develop and produce 1000 containers each, a first such move in India. Containers are 
typically imported from China the global leader in this thanks to its scale and price. 

Goyal also directed that containers coming to India be tagged with GPS tech so that 

they can be located. Goyal said that Indian entities like even the Railway production 
units and others should all pool in their resources to scale up the manufacturing of 

containers to make India the “container capital of the world”. 

Source: Indian Express; 06 March 2021 

 

CHINA'S INTERNET CABLE IN EUROPE LIKELY 

TO FUEL TENSIONS WITH US 
China’s underwater internet cable that will emerge in France later this year is expected 
to fuel further tensions between Beijing and the US and put Europe under additional 

pressure by Washington, says a report. Chinese companies are building a 7,500-mile 

cable, known as Peace, that will connect Pakistan to France via stops along the Horn 
of Africa and Egypt before it crosses the Mediterranean. 

The cable will emerge later this year in the French port of Marseille. “This is a plan to 

project power beyond China toward Europe and Africa,” said Jean-Luc Vuillemin, the 

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-cant-be-dependent-on-other-countries-for-cargo-containers-piyush-goyal-7216473/
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head of the French phone company, Orange SA, which will operate the cable’s landing 
station in Marseille. The cable will largely serve to make service faster for Chinese 

companies doing business in Europe and Africa. Citing people familiar with the 
matter, Bloomberg reported on Friday that the Peace cable will bring France under 

additional pressure from Washington. French President Emmanuel Macron said 

earlier this year that his government does not want to isolate China from internet 
infrastructure under US pressure, adding Paris won’t have to “fully depend on US 

decisions.” At a press conference with Macron at the same time, German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel also objected to US attempts to isolate China. Merkel said that she did 

not think decoupling from China was “the right way to go, especially in this digital 

age.” The US has repeatedly accused China of using digital technology for spying. 
China has consistently denied the allegations. China’s underwater internet cable that 

will emerge in France later this year is expected to fuel further tensions between 
Beijing and the US and put Europe under additional pressure by Washington, says a 

report. 

Chinese companies are building a 7,500-mile cable, known as Peace, that will connect 

Pakistan to France via stops along the Horn of Africa and Egypt before it crosses the 
Mediterranean. The cable will emerge later this year in the French port of Marseille. 

“This is a plan to project power beyond China toward Europe and Africa,” said Jean-
Luc Vuillemin, the head of the French phone company, Orange SA, which will operate 

the cable’s landing station in Marseille. The cable will largely serve to make service 

faster for Chinese companies doing business in Europe and Africa. Citing people 
familiar with the matter, Bloomberg reported on Friday that the Peace cable will bring 

France under additional pressure from Washington. 

French President Emmanuel Macron said earlier this year that his government does 
not want to isolate China from internet infrastructure under US pressure, adding Paris 

won’t have to “fully depend on US decisions.” At a press conference with Macron at the 
same time, German Chancellor Angela Merkel also objected to US attempts to isolate 

China. Merkel said that she did not think decoupling from China was “the right way to 

go, especially in this digital age.” The US has repeatedly accused China of using digital 
technology for spying. China has consistently denied the allegations. Trump’s tough 

stance on China has taken relations with Beijing to their lowest point in decades during 
his one-term presidency. Beijing and Washington have been involved in disputes over 

a range of issues, including trade, the South China Sea, Hong Kong and the 

coronavirus pandemic. 

Late last year, Washington warned Pacific island nations about what he described as 
security threats posed by a bid by China's Huawei Marine to build an undersea cable. 

The $72.6 million underwater cable is designed to improve communications to 
Federated States of Micronesia (FSM), Kiribati and Nauru. Washington claimed that 

to build the cable, Huawei Marine and other Chinese firms are required to co-operate 

with China's intelligence and security services, an allegation that China repeatedly 
denied. 

Source: presstv.com; 07 March 2021 

 

 

https://www.presstv.com/Detail/2021/03/06/646650/China-underwater-internet-cable-Peace-Pakistan-France-Marseille-Huawie-sanctions--
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KOREAN SHIPBUILDER AND CLASS SOCIETY 

WORKING ON HYDROGEN STANDARDS 
An initiative is being launched in South Korea to develop safety regulations and 
protocols for the operation of hydrogen ships. It comes as part of a broader push by 

the Korean shipbuilding industry to develop its position in hydrogen as a fuel source 

for the shipping industry. The Korea Shipbuilding & Offshore Engineering Co. will 
work with the Korean Register of Shipping to develop what they believe will be the first 

set of safety standards for hydrogen-fueled ships. They plan to draft the proposed 
standards and then submit them to the International Maritime Organization by 2022. 

According to the partners, currently, no regulations have been developed by the class 

societies to guide the construction of hydrogen ships. 

KSOE and its parent company, Hyundai Heavy Industries Holdings, have been 

working to build their presence in the developing market for hydrogen. In January, 

HHIH reported that it plans to invest nearly $900 million over the next five years in 
the development of eco-friendly ships. They said they would invest in the development 

of construction technology and the construction of eco-friendly production facilities to 
reinforce their business competitiveness. Among the technologies that Hyundai plans 

to focus on hydrogen and ammonia as a fuel source as well as dual-fuel propulsion. 

They will also work to advance smart ship technology and autonomous ships. Last 
year, another division of the company, Korea Shipbuilding & Marine Engineering 

obtained an approval in principle (AIP) from DNV for the design of a solid oxide fuel 
cell power generation system. The system is designed to replace 3-megawatt power 

generation engines used on medium and large crude oil carriers (Aframax-class) with 

solid oxide fuel cells. According to Hyundai, the system will increase power generation 
by 43 percent while cutting emissions and improving space utilization onboard. 

Hyundai Heavy Industries Group, Korea Shipbuilding & Marine Engineering, and 

Hyundai Mipo Shipbuilding also received an AIP from DNV for a 20,000 cubic meter 
liquefied hydrogen carrier from the Korean Register of Shipping and the Liberian flag 

state authority. Korea Shipbuilding & Marine Engineering developed a liquefied 

hydrogen cargo treatment system and a hydrogen evaporative gas treatment system 
using fuel cells, and Hyundai Mipo Shipbuilding advanced the basic design of the ship. 

Hyundai Glovis and G Marine Service analyzed the economics and safety of liquid 
hydrogen in the storage and transportation process. The companies said the vessel 

would be the world's first large-scale liquefied hydrogen carrier that can be operated 

commercially. Demonstrating what it believes to be the potential for this market, 
Hyundai cites a World Hydrogen Commission report which says the global hydrogen 

market is expected to grow to $2.5 trillion by 2050. The WHC projects that hydrogen 
will account for 18 percent of the total energy demand. 

Source: marine-executive.com; 05 March 2021 
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MARINE ENVIRONMENT 
 

FROM THE WILD SEA REVIEW: INSIDE THE 

FIGHT TO SAVE THE OCEAN'S MAMMALS 
- Davide Abbatescianni 

Day and night, a large network of volunteers throughout Europe work to save marine 

animals from life-threatening storms or contaminants. The threats are ever increasing 
as we continue to damage fragile marine ecosystems, climate change fuels storms and 

sea levels rise. This is the emergency scenario tackled by Robin Petré’s debut 

documentary From the Wild Sea, shot around the Netherlands and the British Isles 
during the coronavirus pandemic and premiered in the Generation section of this 

year’s online Berlinale film festival. 

The Danish film-maker zooms in on the complex relationship between humans and 
nature, taking viewers on a fascinating, disturbing journey. The film opens with a static 

shot of a caged seal, about to be freed by volunteers. It had been transported from a 
rescue centre where seals are taken when they are poisoned or harmed by oil or other 

industrial waste in the ocean – or when they hit rocks dodging storms. It is a powerful 

image pointing to the film’s central themes: what it means to be powerless in the face 
of human activities, and the real role of rescue and rehabilitation efforts in helping the 

animals at risk. The film follows two members of the volunteer network. The first is 
Dan Jarvis, welfare development and field support officer at the British Divers Marine 

Life Rescue, and someone who has devoted his existence to the preservation of marine 

mammals. He is constantly on call and ready to rush out to the next rescue. One 
anecdote he shares is particularly shocking. In 2007, a hooded seal was found in 

Morocco, a long way from its normal territory in the Arctic circle. It was rescued and 
sent to Portugal to start rehabilitation, and then passed to the Cornish Seal Sanctuary, 

UK, to be released back into the wild (with a satellite tag) around the Orkney Islands, 

off the northern coast of Scotland. 

The wrong course 

The seal followed the continental shelf south, so it reached the north coast of Spain – 

and had to be rescued again. This happens because of the perverse effects of climate 

change: animals are disoriented and end up taking the wrong direction to look for food 
and/or more suitable temperatures. The second volunteer is veterinary surgeon James 

Barnett, who, through many years of conducting post-mortem examinations, takes 
stock of the industrial impact on marine life. We see him set aside his advocate/activist 

role and watch as he dissects organs and other body parts, driven by genuine scientific 

curiosity. Throughout the film, the camera is static and often shows the animals from 
above. This viewpoint makes their sense of dread and hardship plain on screen. One 

of the most striking scenes shot this way shows a growling seal being visited by young 
vets who are trying to inspect its jaws, after it got hurt struggling onto the rocks while 
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trying to escape a storm. While they are obviously doing their best to help, viewers feel 
a sense of disquiet and realise that this isn’t where a seal ought to be. 

The absence of a score – except for the final credits – enhances the rich sensorial 

experience, where the sounds of wind, sea waves, birds and marine fauna beautifully 
fit the melancholic, gloomy atmosphere created by the unfolding story. And there are 

some touching moments. In one, the volunteers find themselves dwarfed by a battered, 

19-metre-long fin whale, now stranded on the beach – again a victim of trying to escape 
a storm. It was already unwell, now it is dying. No matter how much bigger the creature 

is than us, we still give it little regard. Commendably, Petré’s film steers clear of any 
rhetorical trappings and lacks voice-over commentary, simply tasking pictures of the 

animals caught up in the effects of climate change or harmed by marine pollution, and 

the volunteers’ stories to make the case for caring. From the Wild Sea ends on a hopeful 
note, highlighting the importance of animal freedom through a simple, but effective 

final image, showing one of the cages we see in the opening shot being opened, 
followed by a static shot of a flock of doves flying in a cloudy sky. This is accompanied 

by Stupide animal stupide, an ironically named song, sung by Ishmael Colombani, a 

member of world music band, Sages Comme Des Sauvages. 

Source: newscientist.com; 05 March 2021 

 

CONSERVATION LEADERS WORK TO 

MITIGATE POLLUTION AND THREATS TO 

LOWCOUNTRY WATERWAYS 
CHARLESTON S.C. (WCBD) – A historic settlement has been reached on behalf of the 

Charleston Harbor after nurdles, or plastic pellets, were found throughout the harbor 
and marsh. According to the Charleston Waterkeeper, the settlement from Frontier 

Logistics was just the beginning.  Andrew Wunderley with the Charleston Waterkeeper 
said in the Lowcountry, “you’ve always got one foot in the water and one foot on land, 

and anything that ends up on the ground here, ends up in the water.” While the nurdles 

polluted the waterways, Wunderley said there’s more that lies beneath the surface. 
Whether it’s plastic bags, Styrofoam containers, or plastic pellets, Wunderley said it’s 

only one rainstorm or flooding event away from ending up in the water. However, 
Charleston Waterkeeper’s work goes further than keeping the water clean; their efforts 

are also about safety.  According to Wunderly, no one can tell whether or not a 

waterway is safe to swim without knowing the bacteria levels. This is why the 
Charleston Waterkeeper has a monitoring program from May through the end of 

October. That program samples bacteria at 15 different recreational hotspots so the 
public knows when and where it is safe to go swimming.   

But, of course, the group only knows what they are looking for. Now, the Charleston 

Waterkeeper, along with NOAA, is conducting a pilot study where silicone wristbands 
have been installed on water sampling sites. Those wristbands stay out in the marine 

environment for one month. Then, the groups go back out and collect them before 

sending them over to the lab in NOAA where they are analyzed for those different kinds 

https://www.newscientist.com/article/2270284-from-the-wild-sea-review-inside-the-fight-to-save-the-oceans-mammals/
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of contaminates.  While they are just in the beginning stages of the deployment and 
retrieval of the bands, they are currently generating the data. Wunderly said he is now 

looking forward to seeing what that science says.   But ultimately, the condition of our 
waterways is the result of our actions. 

Source: countone2.com; 04 March 2021 

 

WORLD'S FRESHWATER FISHERIES 

ARE UNDER THREAT OF EXTINCTION, 

FINDS WWF REPORT 
- Tech2 News Staff 

The world's freshwater fish population is rapidly declining due to various reasons, 
including but not limited to climate change, overfishing, habitat destruction, etc. A 

new report lists all the ways freshwater biodiversity is facing extinction and also 

comprises a list of solutions that can help bring it back from the brink. The report, 
titled World's Forgotten Fishes, has been published after a combined effort from 16 

global conservation organisations including the World Wildlife Fund (WWF). The 
WWF believes that while deforestation, wetland degradation, ocean pollution, etc have 

become mainstream concerns, freshwater biodiversity has not made a blip on the 

global radar. Freshwater diversity includes fish and other life forms that live in rivers, 
lakes and wetlands. According to a press release, freshwater biodiversity is declining 

at twice the rate of marine life. One in three freshwater fish species is already 
threatened with extinction. In 2020 itself, 16 species were declared extinct by the 

IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. These are disturbing statistics, as 51 percent of 

all known species of fish live in freshwater. 

The main cause for the destruction of its ecosystem are: 

 Habitat destruction 

 Hydropower dams on free-flowing rivers 

 Over-abstraction of water for irrigation 

 Domestic, agricultural and industrial pollution 

 Overfishing 

 Destructive fishing practices 

 Introduction of invasive non-native species 

 Climate change 

 Unsustainable sand mining 

 Wildlife crime 

Freshwater fish is an important source of food and income for many people and also 

supports two major industries - recreational fishing and pet fish. Also known as sport 
fishing, this industry generates over US$100 billion annually, while the aquarium fish 

industry is worth up to US$30 billion. Freshwater fish is key in local ecosystems and 
can provide food for 200 million people in Asia, Africa and South America. It is also a 

https://www.counton2.com/news/latest-news/conservation-leaders-work-to-mitigate-pollution-and-threats-to-lowcountry-waterways/
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source of income for 60 million people around the world. According to a report by 
Down to Earth, around 2.5 and six percent of the global agricultural workforce work 

in freshwater fisheries. "Securing a New Deal for the world’s freshwater ecosystems 
will bring life back to our dying rivers, lakes and wetlands. It will bring freshwater fish 

species back from the brink, too – securing food and jobs for hundreds of millions, 

safeguarding cultural icons, boosting biodiversity and enhancing the health of the 
freshwater ecosystems that underpin our well-being and prosperity,” said Stuart Orr, 

WWF global Freshwater Lead. 

Developed by scientists and freshwater experts, there are solutions that can "help the 
world’s freshwater ecosystems and reverse decades of decline in freshwater fish 

populations." They recommend implementing the Emergency Recovery Plan for 

freshwater biodiversity that states the following: 

 Let rivers flow more naturally 

 Improve water quality in freshwater ecosystems 

 Protect and restore critical habitats 

 End overfishing and unsustainable sand mining in rivers and lakes 

 Prevent and control invasions by non-native species 

 Protect free-flowing rivers and remove obsolete dams 

Highlights of the report 

 80 species of freshwater fish have already been declared ‘Extinct’ by the IUCN 
Red List of Threatened Species 

 Populations of migratory freshwater fish have fallen by 76 per cent since 1970 

 Populations of mega-fish have fallen by a catastrophic 94 percent 

 in 2018, just 16 countries produced 80 per cent of the world’s reported wild 
freshwater catch with Asia accounting for 2/3rd of the global catch with China, 
India, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Cambodia and Indonesia reporting the largest 

hauls. 

 Food and Agriculture Organization found that 50 percent of the global 
freshwater fish catch can be attributed to just seven river basins – the Mekong, 

Nile, Irrawaddy, Yangtze, Brahmaputra, Amazon and Ganges. 

 Approximately one percent of the Earth’s surface area is fresh water and 71 
percent is marine, yet over half of the known fish species are found in 
freshwater. 

 90 percent of the global freshwater fish catch comes from river basins with 
above-average stress levels. 

 At least 12 percent (11.5 million tonnes) of all the fish caught in the world are 
wild freshwater fish. 

 40 percent of freshwater fisheries comes from ‘low-income food deficient 
countries’. 

Source: firstpost.com; 05 March 2021 

 

 

https://www.firstpost.com/tech/science/worlds-freshwater-fisheries-are-under-threat-of-extinction-finds-wwf-report-9377851.html
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BULK CARRIER BUSTED FOR DUMPING 

GARBAGE AT GREAT BARRIER REEF 
- Mike Schuler 

Australia has fined the chief officer and operator of a Liberian-flagged bulk carrier for 
dumping garbage into the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park. An investigation by 

Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) revealed that the chief officer of the MV 
Iron Gate had approved the discharge of garbage overboard as the ship was about 13 

nautical miles from Lady Elliot Island, well within Great Barrier Reef Marine Park, 

during a voyage from Brisbane and Gladstone in 2018. Officials said a 120-liter 
household garbage bin full of food waste was dumped. 

Under the Protection of the Sea (Prevention of Pollution from Ships) Act 1983, food 

waste cannot be discharged within 12 nautical miles from boundary of the Great 
Barrier Reef Marine Park. AMSA General Manager Operations, Allan Schwartz, said 

the law was important to help protect Australia’s precious marine environment from 

the impacts of shipping. 

“Australians and tourists alike visit Lady Elliot Island to swim with mantra rays and 

turtles – not blended food waste from merchant ships,” Schwartz said. “We take a zero-

tolerance approach to pollution from shipping and that is why, after detecting this 
breach during a routine inspection of Iron Gate in 2018, we detained the ship and later 

charged the chief officer and company, Kairasu Shipping S.A.,” he added. In total, the 
fines against the officer and company amounted to $6,600, but perhaps the biggest 

punishment is the hit to their reputations. “Dumping garbage into the World Heritage 

Listed Great Barrier Reef isn’t something you want on your professional record,” said 
Schwartz. “These convictions should serve as a reminder to other industry operators 

that in Australia, we make sure polluters pay.” 

Source: gcaptain.com; 05 March 2021 
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GEOPOLITICS 
 

EXCLUSIVE: INDIA MERCHANTS ALMOST 

HALT EXPORTS TO IRAN AS ITS RUPEE 

RESERVES FALL - OFFICIALS 
- Rajendra Jadhav, Nupur Anand, Parisa Hafezi 

MUMBAI/ DUBAI (Reuters) - Indian merchants have almost entirely stopped signing 
new export contracts with Iranian buyers for commodities such as rice, sugar and tea, 

due to caution about Tehran’s dwindling rupee reserves with Indian banks, six 
industry officials told Reuters. “Exporters are avoiding dealing with Iran since 

payments are getting delayed for months,” said a Mumbai-based dealer with a global 

trading house. Iran’s rupee reserves in India’s UCO and IDBI Bank, the two lenders 
authorised to facilitate rupee trade, have depleted significantly and exporters are not 

sure whether they would be paid on time for new shipments, the dealer said. Under 
U.S. sanctions, Tehran is unable to use U.S. dollars to transact oil sales. Iran previously 

had a deal to sell oil to India in exchange for rupees, which it used to import critical 

goods, including agricultural commodities, but New Delhi stopped buying Tehran’s oil 
in May 2019 after a U.S. sanctions waiver expired. 

Tehran continued using its rupees to buy goods from India, but after 22 months of no 

crude sales, Iran’s rupee reserves have fallen, said the sources, who asked not to be 
named, citing business privacy. Iran’s reserves have reduced significantly and “will be 

over soon probably because trade has stopped,” said a senior official with IDBI Bank. 

The Islamic Republic was buying mainly basmati rice, tea, sugar, soymeal and 
medicines from India. “Rice exporters are concerned about the current payment 

mechanism,” said Vijay Setia, a rice exporter and former president of the All India Rice 
Exporters’ Association (AIREA). “There was too much of delay in payments from last 

year’s shipments. Exporters received payments six months after shipments,” Setia 

said. In the first quarter of 2020 Iran imported nearly 700,000 tonnes of basmati rice 
from India, but in the same period this year shipments would be “very negligible,” 

Setia said. Last year, Iran was the biggest buyer of India’s basmati rice and sugar. Iran 
fulfils more than one-third of its sugar and rice demand through imports, traders 

estimate. Iran’s trade ministry and Central Bank of Iran declined to comment on the 

matter. 

PAYMENTS HIT BY SANCTIONS 

“We are in talks with Indian government and Indian traders to resolve these payment 

issues and I believe it will be resolved soon,” said a senior Iranian official, who asked 

not to be named due to the sensitivity of the matter. “The delay in payments are due to 
U.S. sanctions on Iran’s financial system that has made such payments very difficult,” 

he said. As rupee reserves have depleted and dollar trade is not allowed, sugar 
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exporters are exploring options to conduct trade in euros, Rahil Shaikh, managing 
director of MEIR Commodities India, said. Sugar exporters are focusing on other 

destinations like Indonesia and Sri Lanka, as Iran is unlikely to buy significant 
quantities this year, said Shaikh. 

India’s overall exports to Tehran fell 42% in 2020 from a year ago to $2.2 billion, the 

lowest in over a decade, said an official with India’s Ministry of Commerce and 

Industry. The fall is continuing in 2021 and in January this year exports more than 
halved from a year ago to $100.20 million, the official said. India’s ministry of 

commerce and industry did not immediately respond to a request for comment. 
Trading houses and exporters were hoping new U.S. President Joe Biden could reverse 

sanctions imposed by his predecessor Donald Trump on the oil-rich country. “Exports 

would rebound even if Biden administration provides a few concessions to Iran like 
allowing oil trade in rupees,” said a Mumbai-based dealer with a global trading firm. 

Source: Reuters; 04 March 2021 

 

  

CHINA, IRAN RELATIONS WIDEN AMID 

RENEWED NUCLEAR TALKS 
- Joe Snell 

In the puzzle that is known as the Iran nuclear deal — the Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of Action (JCPOA) — the United States holds the key, China’s Foreign Ministry said 

Feb. 24. Beijing insisted that Washington’s return to the deal and lifting of sanctions 

against Tehran would transform the critical gridlock that Iran’s nuclear program is 
facing from a challenge into an international opportunity.   But we are in a different 

geopolitical environment today than when the deal was first signed in 2015. Iran has 
emerged as arguably China’s most strategic ally in the region. Concurrently, US 

relations with both Iran and China have deteriorated since February 2006, when the 

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Board of Governors referred the Iranian 
nuclear case to the United Nations Security Council, prompting the formation of the 

nuclear deal. 

After Washington unilaterally withdrew from the JCPOA in 2018, a “maximum 
pressure” campaign targeted Iran’s economic sector.  Despite a flurry of these 

sanctions aimed at crippling Tehran’s purchasing power, China has acted as Iran’s 

lifeline. Oil imports from Iran to Beijing steadily rose to millions of barrels per day. 
And the sides are reportedly close to finalizing a 25-year trade and military agreement 

that will see China invest about $400 billion in Iran’s banking, telecommunication, 
transport and infrastructure sectors in exchange for a discounted supply of Iranian oil.  

The Iranians have trumpeted the strategic agreement as a sign they are not isolated. 

China, however, has been more quiet about the deal. Beijing is trying to pull off a 
balancing act in the Middle East, according to Michael Singh, managing director at 

The Washington Institute and a former senior director for Middle East affairs at the 
National Security Council.  "China has a close relationship with Iran, but it wants to 
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ensure that it can also maintain friendly relations with Iran’s rivals like Israel and the 
Gulf Arab states and also it doesn’t want to really pick a fight with the United States in 

the Middle East,” Singh told Al-Monitor. In a phone conversation March 1, at the 
request of US Special Envoy for Iran Robert Malley, China’s Vice Foreign Minister Ma 

Zhaoxu confirmed Beijing’s commitment to bring the nuclear deal back to light. The 

two sides expressed readiness to step up discussions. But Iran and the United States 
remain in a gridlock and unsure what comes next. Iran has expressed that all US 

sanctions must first be lifted before Tehran will return to its commitment under the 
2015 deal. US President Joe Biden has said Washington will not lift sanctions first. 

This week, Iran reportedly rejected a US and European Union offer to hold direct 

nuclear talks, two senior Western diplomats told The Wall Street Journal. 

An early test for Iran and the international community will be navigating an Additional 
Protocol agreement. The maneuver grants the IAEA short notice access to Iran’s 

nuclear facilities and suspected nuclear sites. A February deadline was set by Iranian 
lawmakers to limit cooperation with the IAEA if sanctions weren’t lifted. Once that 

deadline passed, Iran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif tweeted that Iran is 

obliged by law to halt the Additional Protocol, but reassured the international 
community in a tweet “all remedial measures [are] reversible.” A deal reached with the 

IAEA’s Director General Rafael Grossi over the weekend prompted a “technical 
understanding” by Iran that will continue to allow the UN agency its regular 

verification and monitoring activities for a period of up to three months. 

Source: al-monitor.com; 02 March 2021 

 

RECONCILING INDONESIA’S VIEW OF ASEAN 

AND THE INDO-PACIFIC 
- David Camroux, Sciences Po 

Since independence, Indonesia’s regional role has been characterised in many ways 

but most notably as that of a middle power. Indonesia has also played a role as a norm 

entrepreneur, acting on several occasions to give institutional form to Southeast Asian 
regionalisation. This began with its crucial role in building an institutional framework 

for Southeast Asia through the founding of ASEAN in 1967. Fifty years later, Indonesia 
was a significant promoter of the ASEAN Charter which gave the association a legal 

foundation. Yet it is unclear why Indonesia has not sought to build an institutional 

framework around the latest regional construct, the Indo-Pacific. 

Since ASEAN’s founding, Indonesia has sought an institutional response when 
challenged by other regional constructions that threaten ASEAN’s pre-eminence. In 

the late 1990s, former Malaysian prime minister Mahathir Mohamad sought to 
promote his idea of an ethnically Asian, East Asian grouping — one which had the 

potential to diminish ASEAN’s importance. Indonesia’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

mobilised to have Mahathir’s project both co-opted and formalised into the annual 
East Asia Summit (EAS). Participation was widened beyond East Asia to include 

Australia, India, New Zealand, Russia and the United States. The EAS has since been 

https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2021/02/iran-tehran-china-baghdad-washington-nuclear-jcpoa.html
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a major way for ASEAN to exert influence as the heart of a new regional construct. 
After the first EAS the term ‘ASEAN centrality’ entered the association’s lexicon. Since 

2013, the Indo-Pacific idea has challenged the place of ASEAN in the regional 
architecture. As a response, Indonesia drafted the ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific 

(AOIP) and had it approved at the June 2019 ASEAN Summit. The AOIP proposes no 

particular strategy on the Indo-Pacific and avoids the ASEAN jargon of ‘vision’ that is 
reserved for aspirational goals. It simply suggests a shared view or lens on the status 

quo. Indonesia did not seek, as it did for the EAS, to formalise an ASEAN-centric 
institutional framework around the Indo-Pacific. 

Four factors explain Indonesia’s unwillingness or inability to formalise an ASEAN-

centric institutional framework around the Indo-Pacific idea. First, the concept has 

largely been promoted by non-East Asian powers, including the four members of the 
Quad: Australia, India, Japan and the United States. This poses a challenge for 

ASEAN-centric institutionalisation. Vietnam, for example, is already considered to be 
an adjunct Quad member by some. Despite Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte’s 

anti-American and pro-Chinese rhetoric, China’s assertiveness in the South China Sea 

is pushing the Philippines to follow suit. 

Second, the creation of another regional institution may appear redundant at this 

juncture in international politics. Seen from Jakarta, the ASEAN Regional Forum 

(ARF) — with its ASEAN-centric basis and de facto Indo-Pacific membership — is 
adequate to manage shifting conceptions of the region. Indonesia’s Bali Democracy 

Forum also involves many of the same countries. Only Malaysia shares some marginal 
interest in an Indo-Pacific reality within ASEAN. Yet it has not expressed any desire to 

formalise its existence. 

The third factor is related to ASEAN practice. To symbolically acknowledge the 

existence of an Indo-Pacific as beneficial can be likened to ASEAN’s token 
acknowledgement of the importance of human rights and democracy. No further steps 

were required after Indonesia approved the Indo-Pacific idea with ASEAN deemed to 
be at its centre. At the same level of symbolism, prompted by the new Biden 

administration, on 18 February a rebolstered Quad alluded to ASEAN’s centrality. A 

final factor is Indonesia’s ‘introverted regionalism’. From the first use of the term by 
Indonesia’s former foreign minister Marty Natelegawa in 2013, the Indo-Pacific 

epithet is about describing Indonesia itself. Its roots lie in the concept of Wawasan 
Nusantara (Indonesian Archipelagic Vision) first mooted in 1957. In the lead up to the 

2014 Indonesian presidential election, Indonesian President Joko ‘Jokowi’ Widodo 

promoted Indonesia as a Poros Maritim Dunia — translated as a Global Maritime 
Fulcrum (GMF). 

The concept was initially announced to a domestic audience as part of Jokowi’s victory 

speech. He promised that Indonesians would see their maritime homeland entering 
into a new golden age, evoking memories of the historic maritime Majapahit and 

Srivijaya empires. Following Jokowi’s presidential inauguration, the GMF morphed 

into a foreign policy approach. It was dubbed the Jokowi doctrine and based on the 
five pillars of Pancasila (the official Indonesian state philosophy). Yet it took until 

January 2021 for an Omnibus Bill on Maritime Security to give the GMF concrete 
expression in legal terms. The AOIP discourse today is akin to the GMF rhetoric during 

Jokowi’s first term in office. The AOIP provides a projection of Indonesia as 
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quintessentially part of the Indo-Pacific. This state of being requires no new 
institutional form. 

David Camroux is an Honorary Senior Research Fellow at the Center for 

International Studies (CERI), Sciences Po, Paris, and a Professorial Fellow at the 
University of Social Sciences and Humanities, Vietnam National University, Hanoi. 

He is a former Dissemination Coordinator for the CRISEA project on Southeast Asian 

regional integration financed within the European Union’s Horizon 2020 
Framework Programme. 

Source: East Asia Forum; 06 March 2021 
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