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MARITIME SECURITY 
 

US MOVES NIMITZ AIRCRAFT CARRIER IN 

INDO-PACIFIC REGION WITH EYE ON CHINA 
- Eromosele Abiodun 

The USS Nimitz Carrier Strike Group is moving to Indo-Pacific Command region, the 

Pentagon has informed. The US aircraft carrier will be departing the Central 
Command "ensuring our national security and deterring conflict in a very critical 

region of the world", Pentagon Press Secretary John F. Kirby said. The Biden 

administration has pulled the carrier from the Gulf in a sign of potentially easing 
tensions with Iran. "These decisions are carefully weighed," the Pentagon spokesman 

said, adding," Supporting Strike Group is a decision driven by a frank assessment of 
the threats in the area, and also a frank consideration of the capabilities themselves." 

"The secretary (Secretary of Defense Lloyd J Austin III) was mindful of the larger 

geostrategic picture when he approved the movement of the carrier strike group from 
the Central Command area of responsibility to the Indo PACOM area of 

responsibility," Kirby added. 

According to reports, the current US government could increase its presence in the 
South China Sea region. Last month, the US had moved USS Theodore Roosevelt in 

the South China Sea region. The move is seen as the continuation of a tough approach 
towards China and the US government's commitment to Taiwan. The former Trump 

administration had moved Nimitz to the Gulf in November shortly before the 

assassination of Iranian nuclear scientist Mohsen Fakhrizadeh although the Pentagon 
had said there was "no specific threats". The Pentagon had said earlier that the carrier 

was stationed in the Gulf to ensure cover for the US troop withdrawal from Iraq and 
Afghanistan which was ordered by former President Donald Trump.  The US carrier 

Nimitz had taken part in a naval exercise with Indian, Japanese and Australian forces 

in the Arabian Sea as part of the Quad group last year. 

Source: WION; 04 February 2021 

 

UK AIRCRAFT CARRIER IN INDO-PACIFIC 

SOON 
- PTI 

The UK Government has announced its plans to deploy a new Carrier Strike Group led 

by aircraft carrier HMS Queen Elizabeth later this year as part of its “renewed focus” 
on the Indo-Pacific region, following talks with Japan. “The Indo-Pacific tilt of Britain 

https://www.wionews.com/world/us-moves-nimitz-aircraft-carrier-in-indo-pacific-region-with-eye-on-china-361245
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demonstrates our shared priorities and common strategic interests from issues 
ranging from maritime security to climate change and free trade,” said Foreign 

Secretary Dominic Raab.  

Source: The Tribune; 04 February 2021 

 

S. KOREAN EMBASSY OFFICIAL BOARDS 

SEIZED TANKER IN IRAN, MEET WITH CREW 
An official from the South Korean Embassy in Tehran has met with the crew of the 
South Korean-flagged oil tanker that was seized last month by the Iranian 

Revolutionary Guard Corps(IRGC) in the Persian Gulf.  The Foreign Ministry said 

Thursday that a consul from the embassy boarded the MT Hankuk Chemi docked in 
the Shahid Rajai Port and met all of the crew for the first time since the tanker was 

seized on January 4.  The meeting came on Wednesday, a day after the Iranian 
government announced it would release most of the crew members.  Upon the 

meeting, South Korea's First Vice Foreign Minister Choi Jong-kun called the captain 
of the tanker and asked after the crew members’ health and well-being. He also vowed 

all-out efforts for the swift release of the captain and the ship.  His remarks come as 

both will remain in Iran as the Iranian judiciary investigates the tanker's alleged 
marine pollution. In response, the captain said all the crew are well and thanked the 

government for its endeavors before asking for continued efforts for his and the ship’s 
release as soon as possible. 

Source: KBS World Radio; 04 February 2021 

 

 

INDIA READY TO SUPPLY WEAPONS SYSTEMS 

TO COUNTRIES IN INDIAN OCEAN REGION: 

DEFENCE MINISTER RAJNATH SINGH 
India is ready to supply various weapons systems, including missiles and electronic 
warfare systems, to countries in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR), Defence Minister 

Rajnath Singh said on Thursday. Rajnath Singh said that organising a conclave of 

countries in the IOR on the margins of the international event "Aero India-2021" 
shows the importance India attaches to the vision of common growth and stability and 

constructive engagements with them. Delivering his keynote address at the IOR 
Defence Ministers' Conclave, he said, "India is ready to supply various types of Missile 

systems, Light Combat Aircrafts/Helicopters, Multi-Purpose Light Transport aircraft, 

Warship and Patrol Vessels, Artillery Gun systems, Tanks, Radars, Military Vehicles, 
Electronic Warfare Systems and other weapons systems to IOR countries." "Our 

efforts are to synergise the resources and efforts in the Indian Ocean, including, 
defence Industry industrial cooperation amongst participating countries," Singh said. 

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/world/uk-aircraft-carrier-in-indo-pacific-soon-208201
https://world.kbs.co.kr/service/news_view.htm?lang=e&Seq_Code=159371
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Many of the IOR countries are becoming globally competitive and are developing new 
technologies, including defence shipyards for design and shipbuilding, which can be 

jointly harnessed through regional cooperation efforts, the Minister said. He said the 
Indian aerospace and defence industries present an attractive and significant 

opportunity for foreign companies across the supply chain to take their cooperation to 

newer levels. 

He said, "This Conclave is an initiative to promote dialogue in an institutional and 
cooperative environment that can foster the development of peace, stability and 

prosperity in the Indian Ocean Region. India is the largest country and has a vast 
coastline of 7500 Kms in the IOR region, has to play an active role for peaceful and 

prosperous co-existence of all IOR countries." "We all have a shared asset, that is, the 

Indian Ocean. It is an important lifeline to international trade and transport as it 
commands control of major sea-lanes carrying half of the world’s container ships, one-

third of the world’s bulk cargo traffic and two-thirds of the world’s oil shipments," he 
also added. "As Prime Minister Narendra Modi articulated in 2015, SAGAR -Security 

and Growth for All in the Region- is the theme of our Indian Ocean Policy. This outlook 

towards the Indian Ocean Region emanates from the ingrained element of our 
civilizational basic ethos “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam”, which means that the entire 

world is a family. Therefore, IOR conclave should focus on security, commerce, 
connectivity, fight against terrorism and intercultural exchanges among participating 

countries," he also stated. 

Singh added, "We, therefore, have to join hands in looking at these threats in unison, 
because one’s threat today may be another’s tomorrow.  Maritime resources will be 

key to sustained growth and development of nations across the Indian Ocean Region 

in the ongoing century. We have already seen the negative impact of conflicting claims 
in some maritime areas of the world. We must, therefore, ensure that the maritime 

expanse of the Indian Ocean is peaceful and is optimally harnessed for the benefit of 
all nations in the region." He added, "Together, we have demonstrated our mutual 

respect for a rules-based order, setting an example of how abiding with international 

law will enable harnessing the global commons for the good of all." 

Source: Zee News; 04 February 2021 

 

PIRATES BOARD PRODUCT TANKER OFF 

CAMEROON 
On Saturday night, the product tanker Sea Phantom was boarded by pirates about 115 
nm off the coast of Cameroon in the Gulf of Guinea.  According to Dryad Global, the 

tanker was making about 13 knots on an easterly course, then took evasive maneuvers.  
Multinational Maritime Coordination Center (MMCC) Zone D notified the Cameroon 

and Equatorial Guinea navies, and both dispatched response units. The Equatorial 

Guinea frigate Wele Nzas and Cameroonian patrol boat Dipikar responded, and a 
helicopter launched from Equatorial Guinea was the first asset to arrive on scene.  At 

least eight pirates fled when the helicopter arrived. Fortunately, the crew was found 
uninjured in the tanker's citadel. The vessel arrived safely at Malabo, Equatorial 

https://zeenews.india.com/india/india-ready-to-supply-weapons-systems-to-countries-in-indian-ocean-region-defence-minister-rajnath-singh-2339689.html?UTM_SRC=breakingnews
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Guinea on February 7.  “The key to disrupting this piracy attack was a combined 
response by two navies and the presence of a helicopter. The helicopter probably 

caused the pirates to flee before they could break into the Sea Phantom's citadel," said 
Captain Sylvestre Fonkuah, Cameroon Navy, ECCAS Zone D Commander.  

It is the ninth incident in West African waters so far this year, Dryad reported. 2021 

has started off with sevderal serious attacks, including a rare fatality during a 

kidnapping incident aboard the Turkish-operated container ship Mozart late last 
month.  Attacks instigated by Nigerian pirate groups account for the overwhelming 

majority of serious piracy incidents worldwide. All hijackings and 95 percent of all 
maritime kidnappings recorded last year occurred in the Gulf of Guinea, affecting 130 

crewmembers in 22 separate attacks. One record-setting kidnapping occurred almost 

200 nautical miles from land, and the average kidnapping occurred within about 60 
nm offshore, according to IMB, illustrating the range and capability of Niger River 

Delta pirate action groups.  About 80 percent of the attackers were equipped with 
firearms, according to IMB. Nine out of the 11 incidents worldwide in which vessels 

came under fire occurred in this region.  “The latest statistics confirm the increased 

capabilities of pirates in the Gulf of Guinea with more and more attacks taking place 
further from the coast . . . Despite prompt action by navies in the region, there remains 

an urgent need to address this crime, which continues to have a direct impact on the 
safety and security of innocent seafarers,” said Michael Howlett, Director of the ICC 

International Maritime Bureau.  

Following pressure from European shipowners, the European Council recently voted 
to establish its first ever "Coordinated Maritime Presences (CMP)" in the Gulf of 

Guinea, setting up a mechanism to "increase the EU’s capacity as a reliable partner 

and maritime security provider, offering greater European operational engagement, 
ensuring a permanent maritime presence and outreach in Maritime Areas of Interest." 

A small number of European member states have already deployed their own naval 
assets to the region, resulting in several successful piracy deterrence and interdiction 

operations. 

Source: maritime-executive.com; 07 February 2021 

 

BIMCO TO DEVELOP STANDARD CONTRACT 

FOR SECURITY ESCORT VESSEL 

EMPLOYMENT 
Building on the success of its widely used GUARDCON contract for the employment 

of security guards on ships, BIMCO is to develop a new standard contract for hiring 

the services of security escort vessels (SEV). The need for a standard contract is 
spurred by the continuing attacks by Nigerian pirates, which take place primarily in 

international waters in the eastern Gulf of Guinea. Local laws, and sometimes just local 
enforcement practises, makes it difficult for shipowners to call ports in the region with 

“foreign” armed guards on board their ships. Some countries in the area also prohibit 

local armed guards from boarding foreign commercial vessels. 

https://www.maritime-executive.com/article/pirates-board-product-tanker-off-cameroon
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Consequently, private maritime security companies (PMSC) have developed security 
escort vessel services in these areas in partnership with local navies to comply with 

local regulations and practises. Typically, the escort vessels must carry a team of local 
naval armed guards sometimes accompanied by a liaison officer from the PMSC. At 

present there is no standard form of contract available to shipowners and PMSCs for 

hiring SEV services when operating in West Africa. In response to demand from its 
members, BIMCO believes that a standard SEV contract will assist in harmonising 

terms and conditions for hiring escort vessels, which will make it easier and faster for 
shipowners and PMSCs to put contracts in place to protect ships. BIMCO will invite 

representatives of PMSCs and shipowners operating in West Africa, together with P&I 

and legal experts, to assist in developing a standard SEV contract that fairly represents 
the interests of all stakeholders. The project is due to begin during the second half of 

February/first half of March. Once a full draft has been developed it will be shared 
with the industry as part of a consultation process inviting comment and feedback. 

Source: BIMCO; 05 February 2021 
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MARITIME FORCES 
 

TURKEY, AND CHINA PREPARE PAKISTAN 

FOR FUTURE WARS 
- IANS 

China and Turkey are going all out to consolidate Pakistan's defence arsenal even as 
the country's external debt continues to accumulate and the Imran Khan government 

finds itself on a sticky wicket yet again ahead of this month's plenary meeting of the 

Financial Action Task Force (FATF), the global money laundering and terrorist 
financing watchdog. While 'iron brother' China launched a second advanced warship 

for Pakistan in Shanghai last week, Turkey - its only other all-weather ally - also held 
a welding ceremony of third ship of MILGEM class corvettes for Pakistan Navy at the 

Istanbul Naval Shipyard (INSY). The launch of the second Type 054 Class Frigate was 

held at Hudong-Zhonghua Shipyard on Friday with the Pakistani Navy highlighting 
how warship's induction will enhance country's maritime defence and deterrence 

capabilities. The first of the four warships of Type-054 Class Frigate constructed by 
China for Pakistan was launched in August, last year. "Technologically advance 

platform fitted with latest Surface, Subsurface, Anti-air weapons, Combat 

Management System & Sensors will strengthen PN combat capabilities & maintain 
peace & stability in IOR," Pakistan Navy tweeted Saturday. 

In Istanbul, Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Pakistan's Ambassador to 

Turkey Muhammad Syrus Sajjad Qazi jointly kicked off the MILGEM class corvettes 
project by performing the block welding. The contract for four MILGEM class 

corvettes for Pakistan Navy with concurrent Transfer of Technology was signed with 

ASFAT Inc, a Turkish state owned Defence contractor in 2018. The ToT entails 
construction of two corvettes at Istanbul Naval Shipyard and another two at Karachi 

Shipyard and Engineering Works (KS&EW). Erdogan highlighted deep-rooted 
relationship between the "two strategically aligned nations" and underscored the 

defence collaboration for construction of MILGEM class  warships as major milestone 

in Pak-Turkey defence ties. The MILGEM class corvettes will be surface platforms 
equipped with modern surface, subsurface and anti-air weapons and sensors 

integrated through a network centric Combat Management System. These ships, said 
Pakistan Navy, will augment its "kinetic punch" and will significantly contribute in 

maintaining peace, stability and "balance of power" in Indian Ocean Region. Pakistan 

Navy's top officers are now regular visitors to Ankara and Beijing, just like the 
country's ships now frequently call at their ports. Last month, after taking over the 

command of the Pakistan Navy in October, Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi 
visited the Turkish Fleet Headquarters at Golcuk Naval Base and also the Istanbul 

Naval Shipyards where he was briefed on the current status of the ongoing 

construction of the first corvette of the 'Jinnah' Class Corvette Project. During his visit, 
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Niazi, who was conferred with 'Legion of Merit of the Turkish Armed Forces' by 
Turkish Naval Forces Commander Admiral Adnan Ozbal, also called on Turkey's 

President of Defence Industries Ismail Demir. 

After being commissioned in November at the Black Sea Port of Constanta in Romania, 
Pakistan Navy's new Corvette a Damen OPV 1900 named PNS Tabuk - visited Turkey's 

Port Aksaz on her return passage to Pakistan. On departing the port, Tabuk 

participated in coordinated patrol with Turkish Navy ships. The Commanding Officer 
of the ship, in a meeting with Aksaz Naval Base Commander Rear Admiral I Kurtulus 

Sevinc discussed "matters of mutual interest", including Kashmir. Discussing Kashmir 
to further foster the "brotherly relations" between both the countries comes naturally 

to Pakistan and Turkey. Pakistan Navy Ship Zulfiqar, with embarked helicopter, had 

visited Port Aksaz in October 2020 to participate in Turkey-led Mavi Balina 2020 
multinational Anti Submarine Warfare exercise. During the stay, Commanding Officer 

of the ship had called on senior naval officials and dignitaries, including Sevinc and 
Flag Officer Commanding Aksaz Naval Base to discuss Kashmir. In March, another 

Pakistan Navy Ship Yarmook - the first ship commissioned at Constanta Port - had 

visited Golcuk during its voyage back to "develop interoperability" with Turkish Navy. 
The Commanding Officer of PNS Yarmook had also called on important authorities of 

Turkish Navy to discuss Kashmir. 

At the same time, China continues to strengthen Pakistan Navy, enhancing its ability 
with new assets and joint Sino-Pakistani naval exercises. "Pakistan Navy is enlarging 

its marines, which now operates from Gwadar into a division-sized force. China funds 
the marines defending Chinese interests at Gwadar and PN's Special Service Group 

Navy (SSGN) originally trained by US Seals is planned to grow into a brigade-sized 

force by 2023. China is enabling Pakistan to set up a network-enabled warfare 
capability with satellite feeds to monitor the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) like the 

Indian Navy employs Centrix provided by the US Navy," Commodore Ranjit B Rai, a 
former Naval Intelligence and Operations Director, wrote in Indian Defence Review, 

last year. Meanwhile, India and the new Joe Biden administration in Washington will 

be closely watching the proceedings at this month's Aman-2021 exercise scheduled to 
be held in the water area of the Pakistani port of Karachi. Besides China and Turkey, 

the Russian Navy has confirmed the participation of its Black Sea Fleet (BSF), 
including a frigate, a patrol ship, a rescue tug, a Marine Corps unit, a demining squad 

and a sea-based helicopter, in the exercise. It is expected to be held at around the same 

time when FATF meets virtually from February 22 to 25 to consider blacklisting 
Pakistan as it continues to abate terrorism. 

Source: The Economic Times; 04 February 2021 

 

COLOMBO NAVAL EXERCISE -2021 

LAUNCHED ABOARD SLNS SAYURALA 
- Zulfick Farzan 

 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/turkey-china-prepare-pakistan-for-future-wars/articleshow/80649245.cms
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Colombo (News 1st);  The official launching of Colombo Naval Exercise -2021 
(CONEX-21), conducted by Sri Lanka Navy for the third consecutive year, was marked 

onboard Sri Lanka Naval Ship (SLNS) Sayurala at the port of Colombo today (07th 
February 2021). The exercise is scheduled to be held in seas off Colombo from 08th to 

10th of this month. Naval Fleet Command is entrusted with the responsibility of 

overseeing the exercise and smooth execution of the planned serials in next three days. 
 Met with much success over the past two years (2019 and 2020), the naval exercise 

propelled into its third edition this year and the official launching of the exercise got 
off ground with the precedence of Flag Officer Commanding Naval Fleet, Rear Admiral 

Bandara Jayathilake onboard SLNS Sayurala. 

 
The exercise is conducted annually with the participation of Navy units in order to 

ensure Sri Lanka Navy Fleet is prepared to meet operational challenges and keep up 
the proficiency of officers and men who man the nation’s First Line of Defence. 

Further, the exercise also aims to enhance interoperability with Sri Lanka Air Force 

for seamless naval and air operations over the maritime domain through some serials 
that are designed to engage naval and air assets at various levels. Meanwhile, 

knowledge and experience gained through exercises of this nature help manage both 
traditional and non-traditional maritime security threats which include but not 

limited to piracy, maritime terrorism, trafficking of arms, narcotics and persons; 

illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing, and marine pollution stemming in 
Indian Ocean Region, even if there is no visible enemy at present. In the similar vein, 

experiences acquired through these kinds of exercises are extremely vital in carrying 
out search and rescue (SAR) operations in aid of distressed naval and fishing 

communities in the search and rescue region of the country, through the coordination 

of Maritime Rescue Coordination Centre, Colombo. Meanwhile, the Offshore Patrol 
Vessels – SLNS Sayurala, Sayura, Sindurala and Samudura, Fast Missile Vessels – 

SLNS Suranimila and Nandimithra, Coastal Patrol Vessels – SLNS Mihikatha and 
Rathnadeepa, Fast Gun Boat – SLNS Udara and 08 Fast Attack Craft of Sri Lanka Navy 

would augment CONEX – 21. In the meantime, Sri Lanka Coast Guard Ships – 

Suraksha, Samudraraksha and Samaraksha as well as MI 17, Bell 412 and 212 
helicopters together with an observation air craft, B – 200 King Air  from Sri Lanka 

Air Force would also take part in this year’s exercise. 
 

The exercise is scheduled to be conducted in accordance with the COVID-19 protocols 

that are in force to contain the spread of COVID-19. Meanwhile the inauguration of 
CONEX-21 was attended by Director General Operations, Rear Admiral Prasanna 

Mahavithana, Commanding Officer 4th Fast Attack Flotilla, Commanding Officers and 
Officers in Charge of ships and craft attending the exercise as well as Commanding 

Officer Special Boat Squadron. Apart from that, officers from the Sri Lanka Coast 

Guard and Sri Lanka Air Force were in attendance. 
 

Source: newsfirst.lk; 07 February 2021 
 

 

https://www.newsfirst.lk/2021/02/07/colombo-naval-exercise-2021-launched-aboard-slns-sayurala/
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U.S. NAVAL FORCES AND THE JAPAN 

MARITIME SELF-DEFENSE FORCES 

CONDUCT BILATERAL MINE WARFARE 

EXERCISE 

- Commander, Expeditionary Strike Group 7 

The U.S. Navy and the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force (JMSDF), began Mine 
Warfare Exercise (MIWEX) 1JA 2021 off the coast of southwestern Japan, Jan. 28. 

MIWEX 1JA is part of an annual series of exercises between the U.S. Navy and Japan 

Maritime Defense Force (JMSDF) designed to increase proficiency in mine 
countermeasure operations between the two forces. Capt. Derek Brady, commodore of 

Mine Countermeasures Squadron Seven, always looks forward to working with the 
JMSDF. “While it is always good any time we are able to practice interoperability with 

our allies, the true benefit of this exercise is the opportunity to employ new techniques 
and equipment like the Expeditionary Mine Countermeasures (ExMCM) Company, 

alongside more traditional methods,” he said. “The experience gained helps us better 

map the future for mine warfare in the Pacific.” 

During the nine-day exercise, participants work together to clear a route for ships 
through a simulated minefield using unit-level mine warfare tactics to include mine 

hunting, detection, and neutralization. "Mine Warfare Exercises like 1JA reinforce our 
partnership and interoperability with the highly skilled Japan Maritime Self-Defense 

Force," said Lt. Nick Woods, officer in charge of Expeditionary Mine Countermeasures 

Company 1-1. "Simultaneously, they allow our ExMCM forces to hone the edge by 
rapidly deploying a scaled force package to a vessel of opportunity and conducting full 

spectrum, detect-to-engage mine warfare. The exercise also affords us an excellent 
opportunity to employ our platform-agnostic unmanned systems throughout the 

region, ensuring we're prepared to operate in any environment. In all, it is truly a 

pleasure to work with our Japanese hosts to remain prepared to clear waterways for 
freedom of navigation and maritime maneuvers." 

JMSDF Mine Warfare Force and Mine Countermeasures Squadron 7 commanders 

work together throughout the exercise to direct mine hunting tasks for U.S. and 
JMSDF units. This training allows all the units to practice communicating and 

operating in a combined environment and learn to maximize their cumulative mine 

hunting capability. “This is our second bilateral mine sweeping exercise conducted in 
Ise Bay. We are pleased to conduct this exercise by taking sufficient countermeasures 

against COVID-19 despite the state of emergency in Japan. This exercise follows the 
ones held in Mutsu Bay and Hyuga-nada Sea last year,” said Rear Adm. Fukuda 

Tatsuya, Commander, Mine Warfare Force. “The purpose of the exercise is to further 

strengthen collaboration with the U.S. Navy and increase proficiency in mine 
countermeasure operations of the JMSDF. Cooperation between the JMSDF and the 

U.S. Navy in the field of mine warfare is essential to ensure the safety of shipping, and 
I am confident that the improved mine warfare capabilities and enhanced cooperation 

between us through this exercise will contribute to the stability of the Indo-Pacific 
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region. I hope that participants from the JMSDF and the U.S. Navy will achieve desired 
results in this exercise.” 

U.S. Navy Explosive Ordinance Disposal (EOD) technicians, assigned to expeditionary 

mine countermeasures capability of Task Force 75 are embarked on JMSDF Uraga-
class mine warfare command ship JS Uraga (MST 463), working alongside members 

of the JMSDF to increase interoperability and proficiency in mine warfare operations. 

Mine Countermeasure Squadron (COMCMRON) 7 is forward-deployed to Sasebo, 
Japan, and consists of USS Patriot (MCM 7), USS Pioneer (MCM 9), USS Warrior 

(MCM 10), and USS Chief (MCM 14) in Sasebo, and Helicopter Mine Countermeasures 
Squadron 14, Detachment 2A. CTF 75 is U.S. 7th Fleet's primary expeditionary task 

force and is responsible for the planning and execution of maritime security 

operations, explosive ordnance disposal, diving, engineering and construction, and 
underwater construction throughout the Indo-Pacific region. 

Source: dvidshub.net; 07 February 2021 

 

US NAVY HELICOPTERS AND COAST GUARD 

SNIPERS ARE FIRING ON SUSPECTED DRUG 

TRAFFICKERS 'DAILY,' TOP ADMIRAL SAYS 

- Christopher Woody 

Nearly a year after deploying more ships and aircraft to the waters around South and 

Central America, the Navy and Coast Guard continue to make multi-ton drug busts, 

and their personnel are engaging suspected smugglers on a daily basis, the top US 
military commander in the region said in January. US Southern Command, which 

oversees US military operations in the region, began enhanced counternarcotics 
operations on April 1, acting on a directive from then-President Donald Trump to 

further disrupt the flow of drugs to the US. Since then, Navy destroyers, littoral combat 

ships, and helicopters, Coast Guard cutters and helicopters, and Navy and Air Force 
patrol and reconnaissance planes have increased their presence in the region. At the 

Surface Navy Association symposium in mid-January, Adm. Craig Faller, head of 
Southern Command, said the sailors involved "are making a difference." Faller said he 

had met with destroyer crews who took part in counternarcotics patrols, usually 60 to 

70 days long, integrating with Coast Guard crews throughout. "We do detection and 
monitoring. That's our mission, so we use the intelligence to find the threat, track the 

threat, and then Coast Guard law enforcement ... do the actual interdiction and 
detention," Faller said, calling it "a very good mashup" between the two services. 

"Coast Guard HITRON teams, which are sniper teams, have integrated into US Navy 

helicopters. So our Navy crews are involved in decisions to use ... warning shots and 
disabling fire daily. I mean, it is a daily event," Faller added. "We average numbers, 

sometimes large numbers, of events daily, and they've done it safely, effectively, 
completely in compliance with all the law of war and with precision. [I'm] very proud 

of that." 

https://www.dvidshub.net/news/388548/us-naval-forces-and-japan-maritime-self-defense-forces-conduct-bilateral-mine-warfare-exercise
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The Coast Guard is a military branch, but unlike the other service branches, it has law-
enforcement authority, and Coast Guard crews have long been on the frontline against 

high-seas drug trafficking. Invoking that authority in international waters has been a 
point of controversy, but a Coast Guard spokesman said personnel involved in 

interdictions adhere to the law. "These teams conduct law-enforcement activities 

strictly under Coast Guard statutory authority and control. The Coast Guard follows a 
process, consistent with international and domestic law, when making the decision to 

use force to interdict suspected traffickers on the high-seas," Cmdr. Ace Castle, public 
affairs officer for US Coast Guard Atlantic Area, told Insider. While aboard Navy 

helicopters, only Coast Guard personnel "trained and qualified on the weapons 

systems, mission, and use of force tactics," employ warning or disabling shots, and 
those shots aren't directed at people on the vessels being targeted, Castle said. "Coast 

Guard precision marksmen only engage in warning shots and/or disabling fire when a 
vessel fails to heave to when ordered to do so," Castle added. "The precision marksman 

consults with his or her chain of command before force is used, in compliance with 

training and well-developed international and domestic law." 

Precision marksmen 

The Coast Guard's Law Enforcement Detachments, or LEDETs, and its Helicopter 

Interdiction Tactical Squadron are involved in counternarcotics operations in the 

Atlantic and Pacific oceans. LEDETs include boarding teams and marksmen who 
"provide expert law-enforcement capabilities that deploy to US and foreign Navy ships 

under US statutory authority," Castle said. HITRON, which is a separate unit, 
"provide[s] the same tactical capability that a Navy helicopter does when that Navy 

helicopter has an embarked LEDET precision marksman," Castle added. Coast Guard 

marksmen are highly skilled and train rigorously to fire accurately at small targets, 
such as engines, on moving ships. 

The most recent LEDET to return from deployment spent 127 days with USS Gabrielle 

Giffords, a littoral combat ship, in the Pacific Ocean. It conducted seven interdictions, 
seizing 4,144 pounds of marijuana and 5.9 metric tons of cocaine, including 2.8 metric 

tons aboard a "narco sub" in December. During 2020, the Coast Guard's HITRON 

carried out 29 aviation detachment deployments. The 56 cases it prosecuted during 
that period yielded seizures of 39.1 metric tons of cocaine and 10 metric tons of 

marijuana, Castle said. Between March 26, 2020, and January 29, forces working 
under Southern Command intercepted 279 metric tons of cocaine and 96,000 pounds 

of marijuana, denying criminal groups an estimated $6 billion, Castle added. Those 

seizures are the result of all-hands effort, Faller said in January. "We have had 
amphibious ships that have deployed here without any helicopter embarks that have 

used their resources ... to take initiative and make some significant takedowns," Faller 
said. "We had a national security cutter that's not even commissioned yet ... and it's 

taken down several illicit traffickers," Faller added, referring to US Coast Guard cutter 

Stone, which sailed on its initial shakedown cruise in late December and three weeks 
later stopped a vessel carrying over 2,000 pounds of cocaine in the Caribbean. 

Source: Business Insider; 03 February 2021 

 

 

https://news.yahoo.com/us-navy-helicopters-coast-guard-222334040.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAGg7UcHk8iDAwQXIzgUBjUKREUxyVvlX84oIfK4f4XzcqZepMkxQoa7GrMnD__CL8qoQ-zIvOQl88tzOUGTH2wWlsOYGoHh21SEm0dm3u_JaWyS24jONBowVHP79zyeNNpJItTBUxsu04ajfgxtssd3rXnrbds-0d7rR4Kfn3fJS
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US NAVY FLIGHT TESTS TCTS II AIR 

COMBAT TRAINING SYSTEM ON F/A-18F 

The US Naval Aviation Training System and Ranges programme office (PMA-205) has 
flight tested the Tactical Combat Training System Increment II (TCTS II) on an F/A-

18F Super Hornet. Developed and built by Collins Aerospace Systems, TCTS II is the 

US Navy’s next-generation air combat training system. TCTS II features an open 
systems architecture. It is a certified encrypted, multi-level security, air combat 

instrumentation system. 

PMA-205 programme manager captain Lisa Sullivan said: “Our team faced software, 
Covid, and platform challenges but worked with urgency to stay on track for low rate 

initial production decision in April. “The fact that the date has not changed since 
contract award in 2017 speaks volumes of not only our team but also the level of 

support from the navy to field this capability.” Conducted by the Air Test and 

Evaluation Squadron (VX) 23, the testing was carried out at the Naval Air Station 
(NAS) Patuxent River in Maryland, US. The TCTS II pod first flew on a single aircraft 

on 11 December and then on two aircraft on 15 December. PMA-205 TCTS II lead test 
engineer Jake Kiehlmeier said: “This is the first time the team has been able to see the 

system in use in a real-world environment using an operational platform. “These tests 

provide valuable insight into system performance, including pod-to-pod and pod-to-
ground datalink performance, positional accuracy, and weapon simulations.” In 

November last year, PMA-205 completed the initial hardware qualification testing of 
TCTS II. The US Air Force has also joined the TCTS II programme to leverage the 

capabilities offered by the system. 

Source: naval-technology.com; 02 February 2021 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

https://www.naval-technology.com/news/us-navy-flight-tests-tcts-ii-air-combat-training-system-on-f-a-18f/
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SHIPPING, PORTS AND 

OCEAN ECONOMY  
 

INDIA IS HUNGRY FOR LNG CARGOES AFTER 

PRICES CRASH BACK TO EARTH 
- Stephen Stapczynski 

Indian firms are returning to the liquefied natural gas spot market as prices for the 

fuel recede from record-high levels. Importers including Indian Oil Corp. and Petronet 
LNG Ltd. have issued at least eight tenders seeking supplies for February to March 

delivery in the last two weeks. So far, four of them have been awarded. Most end-users 
stopped buying cargoes from late-December, when spot rates began to skyrocket. 

The country’s LNG buyers can afford to be more opportunistic than rivals because the 

fuel in India is used mostly in industrial applications rather than power generation, 

and it competes against fuel oil instead of coal. The purchases follow a spate of panic 
buying by North Asia consumers who sought to secure supplies amid colder-than-

expected weather. The resurgence of demand from India and other regional buyers 
may help support Asian spot prices from falling much further. Pakistan LNG Ltd. 

saved about $30 million by scrapping a tender seeking March cargoes that closed Jan. 

15 due to high prices, and re-issued a new one that closed earlier last week. 

Source: Bloomberg; 01 February 2021 

 

WORLD’S FIRST ‘CARBON-NEUTRAL OIL’ 

SHIPPED TO INDIA 
- Sam Chambers 

Oxy Low Carbon Ventures (OLCV), a division of Occidental, has provided details of 

what it claims is the world’s first shipment of carbon-neutral. On January 28, 2m 

barrels of oil was delivered by Pantheon’s Sea Pearl VLCC to Reliance Industries in 
India. This transaction, which was arranged in conjunction with Macquarie, is believed 

to be the energy industry’s first major petroleum shipment for which greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions associated with the entire crude lifecycle, well head through 

combustion of end products, have been offset. 

“This transaction is a first step in the creation of a new market for climate-
differentiated crude oil,” OLCV stated in a release. It also serves as a bridge to the 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-02-01/india-is-hungry-for-lng-cargoes-after-prices-crash-back-to-earth
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development of a further differentiated petroleum product, net-zero oil, which 
Occidental intends to eventually produce through the capture and sequestration of 

atmospheric CO2 via industrial-scale direct air capture (DAC) facilities and geological 
sequestration. The oil was produced in the US Permian Basin by Occidental and 

delivered to Reliance in India. Macquarie arranged and structured the bundled offset 

supply and retirement. The offsets were sourced from a variety of projects verified 
under the Verra Verified Carbon Standard meeting eligibility criteria for the UN’s 

International Civil Aviation Organization’s Carbon Offsetting and Reduction Scheme 
for International Aviation (CORSIA). The volume of offsets applied against the cargo 

are sufficient to cover the expected GHG emissions from the entire crude lifecycle 

including oil extraction, transport, storage, shipping, refining, subsequent use, and 
combustion. 

Occidental was the first US-based international energy company to announce an 

ambition to achieve net-zero GHG emissions associated with the use of its products by 
2050. In 2019, OLCV made an investment in Carbon Engineering’s Direct Air Capture 

(DAC) technology and announced plans, through its development company 

1PointFive, to proceed with engineering the world’s largest DAC and sequestration 
plant. OLCV expects net-zero oil from DAC to be available to customers in 2024. 

Source: splash 247.com; 02 February 2021 

 

 

EXPLAINED: WHY SRI LANKA PUSHED INDIA 

OUT OF COLOMBO TERMINAL PROJECT, 

WHAT’S BEING OFFERED AS COMPENSATION 
- Arun Janardhanan 

After the strong opposition from trade unions across the country, the Sri Lankan 

government was forced to renege on a 2019 agreement with India and Japan to 

develop the strategic East Container Terminal (ECT) at the Colombo Port. After Prime 
Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa’s statement that the operation of the east terminal would 

be done by Sri Lanka Ports Authority on its own, a cabinet meeting approved a 
proposal to develop the West Terminal at the Colombo Port as a Public Private 

Partnership with India and Japan, which was seen as a bid to compensate India. It is 

unclear whether India would accept the latest proposal even as the Sri Lankan 
government rules out chances of further troubles. 

How has India reacted? 

To Mahinda Rajapaksa’s statement that ECT development and operation will be done 

by Sri Lanka on its own, a news that was seen as embarrassing the Indian side, India’s 
first response was that the island nation should not be taking a decision in a unilateral 

manner on an existing tripartite agreement. 

What is Sri Lanka’s compensatory offer to India? 

https://splash247.com/worlds-first-carbon-neutral-oil-shipped-to-india/
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After the Sri Lankan decision reneging on the 2019 agreement, the country’s cabinet 
has now approved a proposal to develop the west terminal of the Colombo port as a 

Public Private Partnership with Japan and India. While two top sources in the Sri 
Lankan government said Indian response to the compensatory offer was “ambiguous” 

and “almost rejecting,” Indian officials said there was no formal communication about 

WCT till Tuesday noon. 

“Commercially, the west terminal offer is better for India as it gives 85% stake for 
developers of the West Terminal against the 49% in ECT. Even if this is the better deal 

for the investor (including Adani), the final decision has to come from the Indian 
government. And geo-politically too, West Terminal is almost the same if they consider 

the security aspect and the necessity to have a port terminal in Sri Lanka… And West 

Terminal is no smaller in size or depth compared to the East Terminal… If Indian 
response remains uncertain to this proposal, I am sure it was not communicated (from 

the Sri Lankan side) properly to India. There is no difference between East and West 
Terminals except for the fact that development of the ECT is partially completed while 

the development of the West Terminal has to start from scratch,” the official said over 

the phone from Colombo. 

What made Sri Lanka change its word on ECT? 

Senior leaders of Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa-led Sri Lanka Podujana 

Peramuna (SLPP) party said the pressure was immense on the President Gotabaya 

Rajapaksa to cancel the 2019 agreement. Even as President Gotabaya stood by the 
agreement with India initially in spite of a strong opposition from Colombo port trade 

unions during their talks, “the pressure was brewing so much that… as if he was 
becoming so unpopular among the people,” said a senior cabinet minister. “They had 

quoted his own presidential manifesto that was contrary to this 2019 agreement. He 

did argue with them citing the agreement in which the Sri Lanka government owned 
51% stake in the development and operational project of ECT. But it wasn’t enough to 

convince them,” the minister said. 

As per the agreement signed by the former Maithripala Sirisena-Ranil 
Wickremesinghe administration, India and Japan together was to hold 49% stake in 

ECT. What had finally made the government surrender before trade unions was the 

increasing support of many more sections in the society for the protests against 
privatisation. While there were reports and allegations among diplomatic circle that 

the Chinese had played a role in instigating port unions protest against India’s interest, 
some 223 Sri Lankan unions from different walks of life, including trade unions and 

civil societies groups, declared support for the port trade unions demand to cancel the 

ECT agreement. 

Impact on India-Sri Lanka relationship 

For India, the strategic ECT project was important. Even the External Affairs Minister 

S Jaishankar had visited Colombo in January in this regard. Many who are part of the 

Sri Lanka government as well as those who were known to the developments hope that 
the issue will die down soon with the offer of West Terminal. However, some critics of 

the Sri Lankan government anticipate many national and international impacts 
surrounding the latest decision on ECT. While a senior SLPP minister said “Gota 

(President Gotabya Rajapaksa) is a man who never changes his word,” he added that 
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“he had to agree to cancel the ECT agreement as it was almost reaching up to the level 
of shaking his Presidential chair.” Other than the support of hardcore Mahinda-SLPP 

followers who voted for him in the Presidential polls, he was also backed by the Sri 
Lankan middle class blended with nationalist, racist views. While aggressive, radical, 

nationalists groups including Buddhist monks were among those who stood against 

ECT agreement to support the Colombo port trade unionists, that fact that general 
sentiments of the middle class population too were against Indian tie-up. With the 

cancellation of the agreement, all these groups including unions of working 
professionals and a scattered middle class population have all gained an upper-hand, 

which is politically not favourable for both Prime Minister Mahinda and his younger 

brother, President Gotabaya. Meantime, internationally an offended India can 
makelife tough for Sri Lanka, isolating the tiny island nation, geo-politically and on 

the economic front. The economic isolation will not help Sri Lanka at a time when the 
country is taking steps to revive the economy amid a pandemic. 

Will there be similar protests and crises if India accepts the West Terminal 

offer? 

The Sri Lanka government sources rules out chances of any further trouble on the 
cabinet-proposed West Terminal offer. Last Thursday, 23 unions of the Colombo Port 

backed by over 220 unions across the country declared protests, which was to develop 

as an island wide strike challenging the government. “There were talks held at this 
point and the Sri Lanka government authorities received the feedback that John Keells 

Holding PLC (JKH), largest public listed conglomerate in Sri Lanka and the Adani 
group, at the Indian side, may agree with WTC offer as a compromise formula with a 

promise that the private stake will be 85% in WTC instead of 49% at ECT,” said a top 

Sri Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA) official. Ahead of “unilaterally” cancelling the ECT 
agreement, the Sri Lanka government also managed to get the written consent of 

unions in this regard, in which 22 out of 23 Unions signed and gave a letter agreeing 
to support the government in its plans to develop the West Terminal with private 

investment. “This is commercially a better deal for Adani too. And unions had also 

agreed to mention both east and west terminal decisions in one cabinet paper,” said 
the SLPA official. The fourth point in the consent letter of unions said: “We will 

support a good investment decision that the government would take in future in 
relation to the west terminal.” 

ViyathMaga (Professionals for a Better Future), a network of academics, professionals 

and entrepreneurs, had played a key role in the final round negotiations between the 

unions and the government, which had led to the latest WTC proposal. Nalaka 
Godahewa of ViyathMaga, who was the former chairman of SLPA and the current state 

minister of Urban Development, told The Indian Express over phone from Colombo 
that Sri Lanka wasn’t pushing India away from the deal. “Instead, we being 

professionals, we volunteered to talk and find an agreeable ground through dialogues 

ensuring that it would respect the Indian interests as well. It is a win-win solution 
now,” he said, referring to the West Terminal proposal. 

Source: The Indian Express; 04 February 2021 

 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-why-sri-lanka-has-pushed-india-out-of-colombo-terminal-project-and-whats-being-offered-as-compensation-7171502/
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NEW OFF-THE-SHELF AUTONOMOUS SUB 

RUNS ON ITS OWN FOR TWO WEEKS 
Professional sub hunters and military oceanographers have a significant interest in 
long range autonomous platforms. The U.S. Navy is a leading operator of sea gliders, 

the slow-moving UAVs that convert vertical motion into horizontal movement by 

gliding ahead, and it has hundreds of the devices in its inventory. The People's 
Liberation Army Navy (PLA Navy) has deployed a similar sea glider for collecting the 

basic oceanographic data that is essential for covert submarine operations.  However, 
sea gliders lack propellers, and while they are very energy-efficient, they are also quite 

slow. This week, Kongsberg rolled out a long-range drone that can stay under and still 

make reasonable speeds. The new Hugin Endurance - evolved from the Hugin 
1000/3000/4500/6000 platform - can run for up to 15 days at a time, extending the 

range of operations for covert data collection. Like its brethren, it can carry and run a 
wide range of sensor payloads, like a synthetic aperture sonar, a multibeam echo 

sounder, a sub-bottom profiler, magnetometer, methane sensor or turbidity sensor.  
“We are proud to launch Hugin Endurance, which represents a step change in AUV 

operations,” says Richard Mills, VP of Marine Robotics Sales at Kongsberg Maritime. 

“Teaming long endurance with large area coverage capabilities allows a single AUV to 
map areas up to 1,100 square kilometres in a single mission – a target impossible until 

now." 

Kongsberg suggests that the device's persistence and payload make it ideal for defense 
applications, including military survey; wide area mine detection; or even "patrolling 

a choke point listening for submarines." Current military users of the Hugin platform 

include the U.S. Navy's SUPSALV salvage division, which uses a 6000-meter model 
for subsea search missions. The Royal Norwegian Navy has been using successive 

generations of the devices for at least 20 years, and the Indian Navy recently acquired 
four units for a new series of research vessels.  The family of AUVs has also won 

acceptance in civilian academic research and commercial operations. Deep sea search 

and survey company Ocean Infinity has repeatedly made headlines for completing 
challenging wreck-hunting projects, and its methods rely on Hugin AUVs fitted with 

advanced sonar systems.  

Source: maritime-executive.com; 04 February 2021 

 

STRANDED INDIAN SEAFARERS SET TO 

RETURN 
The 18 Indian sailors of a cargo ship stranded outside a Chinese port for over six 
months have been allowed to leave following sustained efforts by the Indian embassy 

in Beijing, Ministry of External Affairs spokesperson Anurag Srivastava said at a 
virtual media briefing on Thursday. The Chinese Central authorities have conveyed to 

the local authorities as well as the port authorities to permit a crew change. This 

information has also been shared with the local shipping company which has 

Professional%20sub%20hunters%20and%20military%20oceanographers%20have%20a%20significant%20interest%20in%20long%20range%20autonomous%20platforms.%20The%20U.S.%20Navy%20is%20a%20leading%20operator%20of%20sea%20gliders,%20the%20slow-moving%20UAVs%20that%20convert%20vertical%20motion%20into%20horizontal%20movement%20by%20gliding%20ahead,%20and%20it%20has%20hundreds%20of%20the%20devices%20in%20its%20inventory.%20The%20People's%20Liberation%20Army%20Navy%20(PLA%20Navy)%20has%20deployed%20a%20similar%20sea%20glider%20for%20collecting%20the%20basic%20oceanographic%20data%20that%20is%20essential%20for%20covert%20submarine%20operations.
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submitted a request to the authorities and is working out the modalities. “We hope 
that this is done at the earliest,” said Srivastava. The ship – MV Anastasia – carrying 

Australian coal has been on anchorage near Caofeidian port in northern China since 
September 20, waiting to discharge its cargo. Earlier, another ship Jag Anand with 23 

Indian sailors, after a six-month-long wait to unload its Australian coal cargo, had to 

travel to a Japanese port to change the stranded crew following refusal by Chinese 
officials citing Covid protocols. The issue of the stranded ship was raised at the recent 

briefing of the Chinese Foreign Ministry, and its spokesperson Wang Wenbin had said 
Chinese officials were in close contact with the Indian side and were replying timely to 

their requests and providing practical suggestions of a crew change. 

Great Eastern Shipping, the owners of another stranded ship MV Jag Anand, 

undertook a crew change in Chiba, Japan, where the ship disembarked 23 crew 
members and took on their replacements. The disembarking crew was flown back to 

their home towns in India from Tokyo. 

Source: The Tribune; 05 February 2021 
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MARINE ENVIRONMENT 
 

THIS FLOATING 'CONTINENT' IS 

SELF-SUSTAINABLE AND CLEANS 

THE OCEAN 
- Doloresz Katanich 

The 8th continent is an award-winning design that restores ocean health and recycles 
plastic along the way. Senior designer at Zaha Hadid Architects in London, Lenka 

Petráková, developed the idea for her student master thesis at the University of 
Applied Arts in Studio Hani Rashid a few years ago after having studied ocean 

pollution. "I realised how destroyed the oceans are and how many species are extinct, 

how much pollution is there, and that the parts that may have never seen a human 
being, feel the effects of our activities," she says. According to the International Union 

for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), at least 8 million tonnes of plastic end up in the 
sea every year. And a majority of this plastic ends up in our food and body. On top of 

this, 100,000 marine mammals and turtles and 1 million sea birds are killed by plastic 

pollution annually. 

Petráková reworked her ideas a few months ago and the final concept has just scooped 
her the 2020 Grand Prix award for architecture and innovation of the sea, at the 

competition launched by Foundation Jacques Rougerie. The designer was inspired by 
marine life when coming up with her project. She created the floating station to be a 

"living organism that is fully self-sustainable," she says. "I was looking into marine 

species, animals as well as plants. And I was studying how they really interact with 
water environments, how they can harvest energy and how they work with nutritions, 

for example." Her idea was not only to design a concept that cleans the ocean but one 
that also restores its health. The station removes plastic from the sea and houses 

research and education facilities as well as an ocean plastic recycle centre. It produces 

its own energy and is equipped with greenhouses and desalination centres. 

Source: euronews.com; 05 February 2021 

 

UNDER THE SEA, HUMANS HAVE CHANGED 

OCEAN SOUNDS 
- Christina Larson  

WASHINGTON – Not only are humans changing the surface and temperature of the 

planet, but also its sounds – and those shifts are detectable even in the open ocean, 

according to research published Thursday. Changes in the ocean soundscape affect 

https://www.euronews.com/living/2021/02/04/this-floating-continent-is-self-sustainable-and-cleans-the-ocean
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wide swaths of marine life, from tiny snapping shrimp to huge right whales, the 
researchers found. “Sounds travel very far underwater. For fish, sound is probably a 

better way to sense their environment than light,” said Francis Juanes, an ecologist at 
the University of Victoria in Canada and a co-author of the paper in the journal 

Science. While light tends to scatter in water, he said, sounds travel much faster 

through water than through air. 

Many fish and marine animals use sound to communicate with each other, to locate 
promising locations to breed or feed, and possibly to detect predators. For example, 

snapping shrimp make a sound resembling popping corn that stuns their prey. 
Humpback whale songs can resemble a violinist’s melodies. But increased noise from 

shipping traffic, motorized fishing vessels, underwater oil and gas exploration, 

offshore construction and other human activity is making it harder for fish to hear each 
other. The researchers sifted through thousands of data sets and research articles 

documenting changes in noise volume and frequency to assemble a comprehensive 
picture of how the ocean soundscape is changing – and how marine life is impacted. 

Using underwater microphones, scientists can record fish sounds – which tend to 

hover around the same low frequencies as shipping traffic noise. “For many marine 
species, their attempts to communicate are being masked by sounds that humans have 

introduced,” said Carlos Duarte, a marine ecologist at the Red Sea Research Center in 

Saudi Arabia and co-author of the paper. The Red Sea is one of the world’s key shipping 
corridors, full of large vessels traveling to Asia, Europe and Africa. Some fish and 

invertebrates now avoid the noisiest areas, as the sound effectively fragments their Red 
Sea habitat, he said. Meanwhile the overall number of marine animals has declined by 

about half since 1970. In some parts of the ocean, scientists now record “fewer animals 

singing and calling than in the past – those voices are gone,” said Duarte. Climate 
change also influences physical processes that shape ocean sounds, such as winds, 

waves and melting ice, the researchers found. “Imagine having to raise your kids in a 
place that’s noisy all the time. It’s no wonder many marine animals are showing 

elevated and detectable levels of stress due to noise,” said Joe Roman, a University of 

Vermont marine ecologist, who was not involved in the paper. 

“When people think of threats facing the ocean, we often think of climate change, 
plastics and overfishing. But noise pollution is another essential thing we need to be 

monitoring,” said Neil Hammerschlag, a University of Miami marine ecologist, who 
was not involved with the paper. The Red Sea is one of the world’s key shipping 

corridors, full of large vessels traveling to Asia, Europe and Africa. Some fish and 

invertebrates now avoid the noisiest areas, as the sound effectively fragments their Red 
Sea habitat, he said. Meanwhile the overall number of marine animals has declined by 

about half since 1970. In some parts of the ocean, scientists now record “fewer animals 
singing and calling than in the past – those voices are gone,” said Duarte. Climate 

change also influences physical processes that shape ocean sounds, such as winds, 

waves and melting ice, the researchers found. “Imagine having to raise your kids in a 
place that’s noisy all the time. It’s no wonder many marine animals are showing 

elevated and detectable levels of stress due to noise,” said Joe Roman, a University of 
Vermont marine ecologist, who was not involved in the paper. “When people think of 

threats facing the ocean, we often think of climate change, plastics and overfishing. 

But noise pollution is another essential thing we need to be monitoring,” said Neil 
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Hammerschlag, a University of Miami marine ecologist, who was not involved with 
the paper. 

Source: news4jax.com; 04 February 2021 

 

MARLIT, ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 

AGAINST MARINE LITTER 
- University Of Barcelona 

Floating sea macro-litter is a threat to the conservation of marine ecosystems 

worldwide. The largest density of floating litter is in the great ocean gyres -systems of 
circular currents that spin and catch litter- but the polluting waste is abundant in 

coastal waters and semi closed seas such as the Mediterranean. MARLIT, an open 
access web app based on an algorithm designed with deep learning techniques, will 

enable the detection and quantification of floating plastics in the sea with a reliability 

over 80%, according to a study published in the journal Environmental Pollution and 
carried out by experts of the Faculty of Biology and the Biodiversity Research Institute 

of the University of Barcelona (IRBio). This methodology results from the analysis 
through artificial intelligence techniques of more than 3,800 aerial images of the 

Mediterranean coast in Catalonia, and it will allow researchers to make progress in the 

assessment of the presence, density and distribution of the plastic pollutants in the 
seas and oceans worldwide. Among the participants in the study, published in the 

journal Environmental Pollution, are the experts of the Consolidated Research Group 
on Large Marine Vertebrates of the UB and IRBio, and the Research Group on 

Biostatistics and Bioinformatics (GRBIO) of the UB, integrated in the Bioinformatics 

Barcelona platform (BIB). 

Litter that floats and pollutes the ocean 

Historically, direct observations (boats, planes, etc.) are the base for the common 

methodology to assess the impact of floating marine macro-litter (FMML). However, 

the great ocean area and the volume of data make it hard for the researchers to advance 
with the monitoring studies. "Automatic aerial photography techniques combined 

with analytical algorithms are more efficient protocols for the control and study of this 
kind of pollutants", notes Odei Garcia-Garin, first author of the article and member of 

the CRG on Large Marine Mammals, led by Professor Àlex Aguilar. "However, -he 

continues-, automated remote sensing of these materials is at an early stage. There are 
several factors in the ocean (waves, wind, clouds, etc.) that harden the detection of 

floating litter automatically with the aerial images of the marine surface. This is why 
there are only a few studies that made the effort to work on algorithms to apply to this 

new research context". The experts designed a new algorithm to automate the 

quantification of floating plastics in the sea through aerial photographs by applying 
the deep learning techniques, automatic learning methodology with artificial neuronal 

networks able to learn and take the learning to higher levels. "The great amount of 
images of the marine surface obtained by drones and planes in monitoring campaigns 

on marine litter -also in experimental studies with known floating objects- enabled us 

https://www.news4jax.com/tech/2021/02/04/under-the-sea-humans-have-changed-ocean-sounds/
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to develop and test a new algorithm that reaches a 80% of precision in the remote 
sensing of floating marine macro-litter", notes Garcia-Garin, member of the 

Department of Evolutionary Biology, Ecology and Environmental Sciences of the UB 
and IRBio. 

Preservation of the oceans with deep learning techniques 

The new algorithm has been implemented to MARLIT, an open access web app 

described in the article and which is available to all managers and professionals in the 

study of the detection and quantification of floating marine macro-litter with aerial 
images. In particular, this is a proof of concept based on an R Shiny package, a 

methodological innovation with great interest to speed up the monitoring procedures 
of floating marine macro-litter. MARLIT enables the analysis of images individually, 

as well as to divide them into several segments -according to the user's guidelines-, 

identify the presence of floating litter in each certain area and estimate their density 
with the image metadata (height, resolution). In the future, it is expected to adapt the 

app to a remote sensor (for instance, a drone) to automate the remote sensing process. 
At a European level, the EU Marine Strategy Framework Directive indicates the 

application of FMML monitoring techniques to fulfil the continuous assessment of the 
environmental state of the marine environment. "Therefore, the automatization of 

monitoring processes and the use of apps such as MARLIT would ease the member 

states' fulfilment of the directive", conclude the authors of the study. 

Source: eurekaalert.org; 04 February 2021 

 

 

RECORD RAINFALL LINKED TO SURGING 

METHANE EMISSIONS IN EAST AFRICA 
- Emily Denny 

Scientists have long warned the public about compound climate events when climate 

change drivers combine with climate disasters. One occurrence may already be 

happening in East Africa, a study published Wednesday found. In 2018 and 2019, East 
Africa experienced unusually wet seasons, provoked by warmer ocean temperatures in 

the western Indian Ocean and cooler temperatures in the eastern Indian Ocean. 
Together, the seasons caused widespread flooding and rising water levels. At the same 

time, scientists also noticed a dramatic increase in methane emissions in the same 

region. The two events could be linked, the scientists warn. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas that traps heat 28 times more effectively over a 100-year period than 

carbon dioxide, according to NASA. About 50 percent of methane emissions are 
produced from human activity, like agriculture, waste management, rice cultivation, 

as well as oil, gas and coal extraction. An additional 30 percent of methane emissions 

are produced by ponds, lakes, rivers and wetlands, which cover over 131 million 
hectares in Africa alone, according to Wetlands International. 

https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2021-02/uob-mai020421.php
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Wetlands are a necessary ecosystem for small-scale farmers in East Africa, providing 
purified water and healthy soil, and thus improving food security in the region, 

Wetlands International noted. Wetlands are also a reliable "buffer" against climate-
caused disasters, Adrian Wood, a professor of sustainability at the University of 

Huddersfield wrote in The Conversation. "The best known example of wetlands for 

disaster risk reduction is probably the mangrove swamps in the tropics," Wood wrote. 
"On the east and west coasts of Africa these areas provide a buffer against storm 

surges, cyclones and tsunamis, as well as providing breeding grounds for fish and 
storage of carbon." 

But despite their ability to support economic livelihoods and safeguard communities 

against extreme weather, wetlands may also reach a breaking point. When wetlands in 

East Africa became flooded from extreme rainfall, methane emissions in the region 
were substantially higher than in past years, the study found, causing a 10 percent and 

37 percent increase compared to previous years with average rainfalls. "The extra 
emissions were equivalent to the UK's annual total emissions of methane in just a 

three-month period," Dr. Mark Lunt from the University of Edinburgh's School of 

GeoSciences told the Institute of Physics, according to Phys.org. As climate change 
grows more severe and extreme weather becomes the norm, surges in previously 

unaccounted for emissions should be expected, the scientists warn. A similar effect 
may be occurring in New York City's sewage systems, another study performed by 

Riverkeeper found. When sewage systems overflowed, high concentrations of methane 

were released, linking rainfall to surges in greenhouse gas emissions. 

"When setting goals for reducing greenhouse gas emissions, cities aren't accounting 

for emissions that result from raw sewage releases to estuaries," Riverkeeper reported. 

These findings could play an important role in setting future climate mitigation 
strategies and emissions limits, informing policymakers of additional sources of 

greenhouse gas emissions that were previously unknown. But these limits will also 
have to account for increases in severe weather events. In East Africa, the frequency of 

extreme rainfall is expected to grow, professor Paul Palmer, from the University of 

Edinburgh, who co-authored the study, told the Institute of Physics, according to 
Phys.org. "Our findings show that such a future scenario will have far-reaching 

consequences for global concentrations of atmospheric methane." 

Source: EcoWatch; 04 February 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ecowatch.com/rainfall-methane-emissions-africa-2650294283.html
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GEOPOLITICS 
 

CHINA’S VISION OF HEGEMONY: THE VIEW 

FROM INDIA 
- Vijay Gokhale 

The balance of power in the Indian Ocean is undergoing a significant change as 

countries from outside the region begin to establish a permanent presence there. In 
the past 10 years, the biggest change has been the sharp escalation in China’s naval 

activities in the northern Indian Ocean, including through its hydrographic surveys in 

the exclusive economic zones of littoral states, growing deployment of submarines and 
unmanned underwater drones, and establishment of its first overseas military facility 

in Djibouti. If this is the beginning of a larger Chinese naval presence throughout the 
Indian Ocean, a close examination of China’s intentions and behaviour is warranted. 

China claims that its naval activities are normal and reasonable and assures the rest of 

the world that it will never seek hegemony. When the Chinese say that they will not 
exercise hegemony, they presumably mean not the American kind. They are not 

seeking to assume the role of a paramount state that uses its power and influence to 
impose rules and order on an otherwise anarchic world. Pax Britannica is not for them 

either. They have shown no appetite to directly control large tracts outside the 
homeland or to carry the flag, as David Livingstone did, for ‘Christianity, commerce 

and civilization’. Exercising the sort of hegemony that the Soviet Union did is entirely 

ruled out. The lessons of Soviet failure due to overreach in the export of communism 
globally are compulsory reading for all members of the Chinese Communist Party. 

What China seeks is the pursuit of national self-interest through persistent and 
consistent actions to become the dominant state in the Indo-Pacific. The shape of 

possible Chinese hegemony may be uniquely Chinese in character—a kind of Chinese 

hegemony with socialist characteristics. Covid-19 has made this more, rather than less, 
likely for three reasons. 

First, the fundamental shift in the world’s centre of gravity from the Atlantic–

Mediterranean region to the Indo-Pacific region has occurred faster than the West had 
planned for. China is the central actor in this drama, but ASEAN, India and others 

have also hastened the process. Second, expectations from a decade ago that the 

balance of power between China and the United States would likely remain decisively 
in America’s favour at least for the first half of this century are being proved wrong. 

China has not only demonstrated the determination to challenge American power in 

the Indo-Pacific, but it is building the capacity to neutralise America’s naval 
superiority in the Western Pacific. It is unlikely that China can, any longer, be confined 

within the first and second island chains in the Pacific. Third, it is building a parallel 

universe in trade, technology and finance that will selectively reduce its vulnerabilities 
to American hegemony. China’s international behaviour in the year of Covid-19 gives 
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legitimate cause for concern to the peripheral and proximate states of the Indo-Pacific. 
China speaks of the ‘community of the shared future for mankind’, and ‘win–win 

cooperation’; it plays balance-of-power politics and acts in ways that take advantage 
of others in adversity. China’s aim is to establish its supremacy in areas of productive 

technology, trade networks and financing options in ways that shut out competition. 

The Belt and Road Initiative is creating a Sino-centric system of specifications, 
standards, norms and regulations that will favour China’s technology and services to 

the exclusion of others. Those who worry that the primary problem with the BRI is the 
potentially high level of indebtedness that vulnerable Indo-Pacific economies may face 

are missing the larger point. Beijing doesn’t aim to impoverish its potential clients, but 

to ensure that their national systems are fully oriented towards the consumption of 
Chinese technology and services and are in sync with China’s strategic interests and 

policies. 

Digital dependencies are integral to this objective. Huawei, 5G and fibre-optic 
networks are some of the ways that China is rewiring the region to its long-term 

benefit. In the Chinese version of hegemony, so long as its industry and services enjoy 

supremacy in the Indo-Pacific and thus ensure the prosperity and wellbeing of the 
Chinese people, China is content to provide the public goods and financing for the 

region’s benefit as a sugar-coated pill. The other facet of China’s potential hegemony 
is the idea that it is the region’s responsibility to accept and respect what China calls 

its ‘core’ concerns and interests. These are flexible and change according to the 

situation, but are always non-negotiable. What is ‘core’ will always be defined by 
China. The definition has expanded beyond issues of sovereignty and territorial 

integrity to cover economic, social and cultural issues, and even the persona of the 
Chinese leader. Those who don’t fall in line are apt to be taught a ‘lesson’. 

India believes that the interests of the region are better served through a balance of 

forces rather than the preponderance of any single force—whether it is the Americans 
or the Chinese. This is one of the pillars of India’s Indo-Pacific vision. Giving any 

country in this region a veto in the matter will be only at the peril of the security of the 

whole region. It should also be a matter of concern for others when China chooses to 
confuse the Indo-Pacific vision with plurilateral mechanisms like the Quad. The Quad 

is a platform for a group of countries that share common interests in the region they 
are located in. The Indo-Pacific is as much home to India, Australia and Japan as it is 

to China. Many in the region look upon the US as a resident power, whose benign 

presence has been helpful to the region’s stability and growth. China itself has 
benefited from the American presence, not least in securing the capital and technology 

that has helped in its national rejuvenation. Hence, labelling the Quad as a security 
hazard and threat to peace and development seems to be contradictory and self-

serving. Contradictory, because China is the initiator of similar plurilateral 

mechanisms, including some in India’s neighbourhood. Self-serving because China 
doesn’t wish to permit any other platform that offers alternatives to the region. 

The claim by China that the Quad is a historical regression and a danger to peace and 

security rings hollow, especially when it seeks to press centuries-old territorial claims 
on sea and land through the use of force. If China is committed, as it claims, to uphold 

the principle of peace and stability and is ready to practice its diplomatic philosophy 

of affinity, sincerity and inclusiveness, it should desist from tilting at windmills and 



Making Waves 

01 - 07 Feb 2021       
 

                                                                                    

28                                                                                                                                                
 

demonstrate this diplomatic philosophy in deeds. China could begin by winding down 
the aggression it has displayed against its neighbours by unilaterally altering the status 

quo, and join the open discussion on the future of the Indo-Pacific. India is willing to 
discuss Asian security with all parties in accordance with the principles of democratic 

and transparent engagement, and on the basis of respect for globally agreed norms of 

behaviour. 

Mr. Gokhale is a retd. Indian Foreign Service officer, who served as the 32nd Foreign 
Secretary of India from January 2018 to January 2020. Currently, he is a non-

resident Senior Fellow at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. 

Source: The Strategist; 01 February 2021 

 

  

THE CHINESE ‘DEBT TRAP’ IS A MYTH 
- Deborah Brautigam And Meg Rithmire 

China, we are told, inveigles poorer countries into taking out loan after loan to build 
expensive infrastructure that they can’t afford and that will yield few benefits, all with 

the end goal of Beijing eventually taking control of these assets from its struggling 
borrowers. As states around the world pile on debt to combat the coronavirus 

pandemic and bolster flagging economies, fears of such possible seizures have only 

amplified. Seen this way, China’s internationalization—as laid out in programs such as 
the Belt and Road Initiative—is not simply a pursuit of geopolitical influence but also, 

in some tellings, a weapon. Once a country is weighed down by Chinese loans, like a 
hapless gambler who borrows from the Mafia, it is Beijing’s puppet and in danger of 

losing a limb. 

The prime example of this is the Sri Lankan port of Hambantota. As the story goes, 

Beijing pushed Sri Lanka into borrowing money from Chinese banks to pay for the 
project, which had no prospect of commercial success. Onerous terms and feeble 

revenues eventually pushed Sri Lanka into default, at which point Beijing demanded 
the port as collateral, forcing the Sri Lankan government to surrender control to a 

Chinese firm. The Trump administration pointed to Hambantota to warn of China’s 

strategic use of debt: In 2018, former Vice President Mike Pence called it “debt-trap 
diplomacy”—a phrase he used through the last days of the administration—and 

evidence of China’s military ambitions. Last year, erstwhile Attorney General William 
Barr raised the case to argue that Beijing is “loading poor countries up with debt, 

refusing to renegotiate terms, and then taking control of the infrastructure itself.” 

As Michael Ondaatje, one of Sri Lanka’s greatest chroniclers, once said, “In Sri Lanka 

a well-told lie is worth a thousand facts.” And the debt-trap narrative is just that: a lie, 
and a powerful one. Our research shows that Chinese banks are willing to restructure 

the terms of existing loans and have never actually seized an asset from any country, 
much less the port of Hambantota. A Chinese company’s acquisition of a majority 

stake in the port was a cautionary tale, but it’s not the one we’ve often heard. With a 

new administration in Washington, the truth about the widely, perhaps willfully, 

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/chinas-vision-of-hegemony-the-view-from-india/
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misunderstood case of Hambantota Port is long overdue. The city of Hambantota lies 
at the southern tip of Sri Lanka, a few nautical miles from the busy Indian Ocean 

shipping lane that accounts for nearly all of the ocean-borne trade between Asia and 
Europe, and more than 80 percent of ocean-borne global trade. When a Chinese firm 

snagged the contract to build the city’s port, it was stepping into an ongoing Western 

competition, though one the United States had largely abandoned. It was the Canadian 
International Development Agency—not China—that financed Canada’s leading 

engineering and construction firm, SNC-Lavalin, to carry out a feasibility study for the 
port. We obtained more than 1,000 pages of documents detailing this effort through a 

Freedom of Information Act request. The study, concluded in 2003, confirmed that 

building the port at Hambantota was feasible, and supporting documents show that 
the Canadians’ greatest fear was losing the project to European competitors. SNC-

Lavalin recommended that it be undertaken through a joint-venture agreement 
between the Sri Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA) and a “private consortium” on a build-

own-operate-transfer basis, a type of project in which a single company receives a 

contract to undertake all the steps required to get such a port up and running, and then 
gets to operate it when it is. 

The Canadian project failed to move forward, mostly because of the vicissitudes of Sri 

Lankan politics. But the plan to build a port in Hambantota gained traction during the 
rule of the Rajapaksas—Mahinda Rajapaksa, who served as president from 2005 

through 2015, and his brother Gotabaya, the current president and former minister of 

defense—who grew up in Hambantota. They promised to bring big ships to the region, 
a call that gained urgency after the devastating 2004 tsunami pulverized Sri Lanka’s 

coast and the local economy. We reviewed a second feasibility report, produced in 
2006 by the Danish engineering firm Ramboll, that made similar recommendations to 

the plans put forward by SNC-Lavalin, arguing that an initial phase of the project 

should allow for the transport of non-containerized cargo—oil, cars, grain—to start 
bringing in revenue, before expanding the port to be able to handle the traffic and 

storage of traditional containers. By then, the port in the capital city of Colombo, a 
hundred miles away and consistently one of the world’s busiest, had just expanded and 

was already pushing capacity. The Colombo port, however, was smack in the middle 

of the city, while Hambantota had a hinterland, meaning it offered greater potential 
for expansion and development. To look at a map of the Indian Ocean region at the 

time was to see opportunity and expanding middle classes everywhere. Families in 
India and across Africa were demanding more consumer goods from China. Countries 

such as Vietnam were growing rapidly and would need more natural resources. To 

justify its existence, the port in Hambantota would have to secure only a fraction of the 
cargo that went through Singapore, the world’s busiest transshipment port. Armed 

with the Ramboll report, Sri Lanka’s government approached the United States and 
India; both countries said no. But a Chinese construction firm, China Harbor Group, 

had learned about Colombo’s hopes, and lobbied hard for the project. China Eximbank 

agreed to fund it, and China Harbor won the contract. This was in 2007, six years 
before Xi Jinping introduced the Belt and Road Initiative. Sri Lanka was still in the 

last, and bloodiest, phase of its long civil war, and the world was on the verge of a 
financial crisis. The details are important: China Eximbank offered a $307 million, 15-

year commercial loan with a four-year grace period, offering Sri Lanka a choice 

between a 6.3 percent fixed interest rate or one that would rise or fall depending on 
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LIBOR, a floating rate. Colombo chose the former, conscious that global interest rates 
were trending higher during the negotiations and hoping to lock in what it thought 

would be favorable terms. Phase I of the port project was completed on schedule within 
three years. 

For a conflict-torn country that struggled to generate tax revenue, the terms of the loan 

seemed reasonable. As Saliya Wickramasuriya, the former chairman of the SLPA, told 

us, “To get commercial loans as large as $300 million during the war was not easy.” 
That same year, Sri Lanka also issued its first international bond, with an interest rate 

of 8.25 percent. Both decisions would come back to haunt the government. Finally, in 
2009, after decades of violence, Sri Lanka’s civil war came to an end. Buoyed by the 

victory, the government embarked on a debt-financed push to build and improve the 

country’s infrastructure. Annual economic growth rates climbed to 6 percent, but Sri 
Lanka’s debt burden soared as well. In Hambantota, instead of waiting for phase 1 of 

the port to generate revenue as the Ramboll team had recommended, Mahinda 
Rajapaksa pushed ahead with phase 2, transforming Hambantota into a container 

port. In 2012, Sri Lanka borrowed another $757 million from China Eximbank, this 

time at a reduced, post-financial-crisis interest rate of 2 percent. Rajapaksa took the 
liberty of naming the port after himself. By 2014, Hambantota was losing money. 

Realizing that they needed more experienced operators, the SLPA signed an 
agreement with China Harbor and China Merchants Group to have them jointly 

develop and operate the new port for 35 years. China Merchants was already operating 

a new terminal in the port in Colombo, and China Harbor had invested $1.4 billion in 
Colombo Port City, a lucrative real-estate project involving land reclamation. But while 

the lawyers drew up the contracts, a political upheaval was taking shape. Rajapaksa 
called a surprise election for January 2015 and in the final months of the campaign, 

his own health minister, Maithripala Sirisena, decided to challenge him. Like 

opposition candidates in Malaysia, the Maldives, and Zambia, the incumbent’s 
financial relations with China and allegations of corruption made for potent campaign 

fodder. To the country’s shock, and perhaps his own, Sirisena won. 

Steep payments on international sovereign bonds, which comprised nearly 40 percent 
of the country’s external debt, put Sirisena’s government in dire fiscal straits almost 

immediately. When Sirisena took office, Sri Lanka owed more to Japan, the World 
Bank, and the Asian Development Bank than to China. Of the $4.5 billion in debt 

service Sri Lanka would pay in 2017, only 5 percent was because of Hambantota. The 

Central Bank governors under both Rajapaksa and Sirisena do not agree on much, but 
they both told us that Hambantota, and Chinese finance in general, was not the source 

of the country’s financial distress. There was also never a default. Colombo arranged a 
bailout from the International Monetary Fund, and decided to raise much-needed 

dollars by leasing out the underperforming Hambantota Port to an experienced 

company—just as the Canadians had recommended. There was not an open tender, 
and the only two bids came from China Merchants and China Harbor; Sri Lanka chose 

China Merchants, making it the majority shareholder with a 99-year lease, and used 
the $1.12 billion cash infusion to bolster its foreign reserves, not to pay off China 

Eximbank. Before the port episode, “Sri Lanka could sink into the Indian Ocean and 

most of the Western world wouldn’t notice,” Subhashini Abeysinghe, research director 
at Verité Research, an independent Colombo-based think tank, told us. Suddenly, the 

island nation featured prominently in foreign-policy speeches in Washington. Pence 
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voiced worry that Hambantota could become a “forward military base” for China. Yet 
Hambantota’s location is strategic only from a business perspective: The port is cut 

into the coast to avoid the Indian Ocean’s heavy swells, and its narrow channel allows 
only one ship to enter or exit at a time, typically with the aid of a tugboat. In the event 

of a military conflict, naval vessels stationed there would be proverbial fish in a barrel. 

The notion of “debt-trap diplomacy” casts China as a conniving creditor and countries 
such as Sri Lanka as its credulous victims. On a closer look, however, the situation is 

far more complex. China’s march outward, like its domestic development, is probing 
and experimental, a learning process marked by frequent adjustment. After the 

construction of the port in Hambantota, for example, Chinese firms and banks learned 

that strongmen fall and that they’d better have strategies for dealing with political risk. 
They’re now developing these strategies, getting better at discerning business 

opportunities and withdrawing where they know they can’t win. Still, American 
leaders and thinkers from both sides of the aisle give speeches about China’s “modern-

day colonialism.” 

Over the past 20 years, Chinese firms have learned a lot about how to play in an 

international construction business that remains dominated by Europe: Whereas 
China has 27 firms among the top 100 global contractors, up from nine in 2000, 

Europe has 37, down from 41. The U.S. has seven, compared to 19 two decades ago. 
Chinese firms are not the only companies to benefit from Chinese-financed projects. 

Perhaps no country was more alarmed by Hambantota than India, the regional giant 

that several times rebuffed Sri Lanka’s appeals for investment, aid, and equity 
partnerships. Yet an Indian-led business, Meghraj, joined the U.K.-based engineering 

firm Atkins Limited in an international consortium to write the long-term plan for 
Hambantota Port and for the development of a new business zone. The French firms 

Bolloré and CMA-CGM have partnered with China Merchants and China Harbor in 

port developments in Nigeria, Cameroon, and elsewhere. The other side of the debt-
trap myth involves debtor countries. Places such as Sri Lanka—or, for that matter, 

Kenya, Zambia, or Malaysia—are no stranger to geopolitical games. And they’re irked 
by American views that they’ve been so easily swindled. As one Malaysian politician 

remarked to us, speaking on condition of anonymity to discuss how Chinese finance 

featured in that country’s political drama, “Can’t the U.S. State Department tell the 
difference between campaign rhetoric that our opponents are slaves to China and 

actually being slaves to China?” The events that led to a Chinese company’s acquisition 
of a majority stake in a Sri Lankan port reveal a great deal about how our world is 

changing. China and other countries are becoming more sophisticated in bargaining 

with one another. And it would be a shame if the U.S. fails to learn alongside them. 

DEBORAH BRAUTIGAM is Bernard L. Schwartz Professor of International Political 

Economy at the School of Advanced International Studies at Johns Hopkins 

University 

MEG RITHMIRE is F. Warren McFarlan Associate Professor at Harvard Business 
School. 

Source: The Atlantic; 06 February 2021 
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MACRON: EU SHOULDN’T GANG UP ON 

CHINA WITH US 
- Rym Momtaz 

PARIS — The EU shouldn’t gang up on China with the U.S. even if it stands closer to 
Washington by virtue of shared values, according to French President Emmanuel 

Macron. “A situation to join all together against China, this is a scenario of the highest 
possible conflictuality. This one, for me, is counterproductive,” Macron said, speaking 

in English, during a discussion broadcast by Washington-based think tank the Atlantic 

Council on Thursday. This kind of common front against China — as other European 
leaders have advocated given the new Biden administration's revived openness to 

traditional alliances — risks pushing Beijing to lower its cooperation on issues like 
combatting climate change, and exacerbating its aggressive behavior in Asia, including 

in the South China Sea, according to the French president. Macron also said “the 

coming semesters will be very critical for Chinese leaders and China,” given the Biden 
administration’s reengagement in multilateral frameworks like the World Health 

Organization. “As the U.S. is reengaging itself, what will be the behavior of China?” 
Macron asked. He pitched, once again, holding a summit of the five permanent 

members of the United Nations Security Council — China, France, the U.S., U.K. and 

Russia. He had tried to hold such a summit in 2020 but it had fallen prey to Sino-
American tensions and never materialized. 

Macron was answering questions from a handful of U.S. think-tankers, professors and 

former officials via video link in a 90-minute session recorded at the Elysée on 
Wednesday afternoon. The French president was the first European leader to make it 

a point to engage with China as a European bloc by including German Chancellor 

Angela Merkel and then-EU Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker during a 
bilateral visit by Chinese President Xi Jinping to France in March 2019. Macron and 

European partners didn’t share the Trump administration’s outwardly aggressive 
stance on China, instead theorizing that it was at once a “partner, competitor and 

systemic rival.” Macron said in the Atlantic Council discussion that China was a 

partner when it comes to climate change. When the Trump administration pulled out 
of the Paris climate agreement, China remained in it. The French president said 

Beijing was a competitor on trade and industrial issues and a systemic rival through 
its behavior in the “Indo-Pacific region and on values, human rights.” One of the first 

executive orders that U.S. President Joe Biden signed after being inaugurated returned 

the U.S. to the Paris climate pact. That offers up a new opportunity for engagement, 
Macron said. 

“I think we have to engage China in a bold and efficient climate agenda. And I think 

the reengagement of the U.S. is a good occasion, as well, to have a proactive and — a 
discussion on that,” he said. 

Macron said there was a need for “a global initiative on trade, industry, and intellectual 

property” through the World Trade Organization and the Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development, a group of mostly rich countries including France, 

and admitted that the investment agreement the EU and China signed in December 

2020 “failed to deal with the IP issue. Let’s be lucid.” On technology issues, Macron 
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reiterated his long-held position not to “depend on a 100 percent Chinese solution.” 
He decided not to allow the deployment and use of Chinese 5G technology in strategic 

sectors in France. He also said: “I don’t want to depend on 100 percent U.S. decision. 
Otherwise, I will be put in a situation not to decide for the European continent itself.” 

And Macron said there was a need to put pressure on China when it comes to human 

rights — an issue the Biden administration has been publicly forceful on — while 
France and other European countries have preferred a more discreet approach to 

China. He defended the EU-China investment deal on this issue, amid criticism that 
the deal is weak on labor rights provisions at a time of mounting evidence of abuses at 

labor camps in Xinjiang against the Uighur minority. “For the very first time, China 

accepted to engage on [International Labour Organization] regulation and to commit 
precisely on labor issues, which are part of our human rights package,” Macron said. 

Source: Politco; 04 February 2021 

 

INDIA LOOKS TO CONTINUE CHABAHAR PORT 

DEVELOPMENT; INDUSTRY AWAITS MORE 

CLARITY 
With new administration taking over in the US, India may have signalled its intent to 

continue with the development of Iran’s Chabahar port after it formally handed over 

two mobile cranes to Tehran last week. However, Indian industry representatives say 
they are wary of making any commitments to the port development or sending cargo 

through Chabahar. Industry representatives added that they will wait for clear signs 
that US President Joe Biden’s administration is ready to re-engage Iran and removes 

all sanctions on entities doing business with Tehran. The lifting of embargos by 

Washington on oil trade, they say, is the litmus test that will indicate a restoration of 
predictability in US-Iran ties. On Sunday, India handed over two cranes to be used for 

handling cargo at the strategic Shahid Beheshti port at Chabahar in Iran, that New 
Delhi is developing as a counter to the China-built Gwadar port in Pakistan. The 

handover of the equipment took place during a visit to Iran by a senior Indian foreign 

ministry official J.P. Singh, in charge of the Pakistan-Afghanistan-Iran desk in New 
Delhi. Another two cranes are expected to reach Chabahar port in a couple of months. 

In its budget for 2021-22 unveiled on Monday, the Indian government has set aside 

₹100 crores for the development of the port against the backdrop of the Trump 

administration giving way to the Biden administration. Former US president Donald 
Trump had adopted a “maximum pressure policy” against Tehran in its bid to re-

negotiate the 2015 Iran nuclear pact. With the US targeting oil exports from Iran, 

India’s bilateral trade with Tehran during 2019-20 fell to $4.77 billion from $17.03 
billion 2018-19, a contraction of 71.99%. 

Chabahar is the only Iranian port with direct access to the Indian Ocean. India views 

Chabahar as gateway to access landlocked Central Asia and Afghanistan. To make the 
port a success, New Delhi needs the private sector to pitch in with investments i.e. for 

building infrastructure at the port besides make the port viable by using it to send and 

receive cargo. The port can support ships with draughts of up to 16 metres, according 

https://www.politico.eu/article/macron-eu-shouldnt-gang-up-on-china-with-u-s/
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to Indian officials, which means large container vessels can berth easily. The 
alternative land route to the region is through Pakistan with which India has hostile 

relations. Sending cargo by air is unviable due to the prohibitive costs involved. Indian 
firms have been reluctant to engage in construction or commerce vis a vis Chabahar 

given the high degree of unpredictability associated with the Trump administration, 

said one industry representative, who did not want to be named. “There was no saying 
what sanction Trump would announce and when,” said the industry representative. 

“In our interactions with our government, we were told that Chabahar was out of the 

ambit of US sanctions. But we were not sure about this because we found it very 
difficult to understand the fine print. The wording of the sanctions, the different 

clauses were always open to interpretation. We discussed it with some of our partners 

in Europe and they too did not have any clarity on some of the issues we raised about 
insurance for sea cargo,” said the person cited above. “Now there is interest from 

freight forwarding companies and some others. But till we hear that the oil sanctions 
are lifted, we would prefer caution. That will be the indicator that life is returning to 

normal,” the person said. So far, the uncertainty was still high, a second Indian 

industry representative said, given that the US and Iran were insisting that the other 
take the first step to come back to 2015 Iran nuclear deal that the Trump 

administration pulled out of. “Let us see how things develop,” the second industry 
representative cited above said. “But we have started getting calls from the Iranian 

side, seeking contacts and appointments with our industry partners. There is interest 

on both sides to re-engage,” the person said. 

Source: LiveMint; 05 February 2021 

 

EXCLUSIVE: INDIA LINES UP DEEPWATER 

PORT FOR RICE, EXPORTS TO SURGE AMID 

GLOBAL SHORTAGE 
- Rajendra Jadhav 

MUMBAI (Reuters) - India’s southern state of Andhra Pradesh will use a deepwater 
port to export rice for the first time in decades amid a global shortage of the grain, 

according to a government order seen by Reuters, which could raise shipments this 
year by a fifth. The order, issued late on Wednesday, allows Kakinada Deep Water Port 

to handle rice until more capacity is created at the adjoining Anchorage Port. 

Congestion at the Kakinada Anchorage Port, India’s biggest rice-handling facility, had 
led to a waiting period of up to four weeks compared with the normal wait of about a 

week, raising costs for shippers and limiting exports, said B.V. Krishna Rao, president 
of the Rice Exporters Association of India. 

The government blamed the congestion on a surge in demand, driven by production 

shortfalls in other rice-producing countries. Thailand and Vietnam are the other big 

suppliers, but their production has fallen in recent months because of excessive rains 
or drought, sending their prices to multi-year highs. More shipments from the world’s 

biggest rice exporter could cool global prices. The move means monthly exports from 

https://www.hellenicshippingnews.com/india-looks-to-continue-chabahar-port-development-industry-awaits-more-clarity/
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Andhra Pradesh alone will double to 650,000 tonnes, Rao said, adding that rice 
shipping would begin in the deepwater port within days. India’s rice exports this year 

could rise to a record 16 million to 17 million tonnes from last year’s 14.2 million, Rao 
said. The government also thinks rice exports, excluding the premium basmati variety, 

could rise by 2 million to 3 million tonnes this year, said Pawan Agarwal, special 

secretary, logistics, at the federal Ministry of Commerce and Industry. “We are also 
investing to expand capacity at the old Anchorage Port,” Agarwal told Reuters. The 

South Asian country has a massive surplus for export and prices are competitive, but 
some international buyers switched to Thailand and Vietnam because of the shipping 

delays, said a Mumbai-based dealer with a global trading firm, who declined to be 

identified because of the sensitivity of the matter. India’s 5% broken parboiled variety 
is being offered at $402-$408 per tonne this week, significantly lower than Vietnam’s 

$510-$515 and Thailand’s rate of more than $540. India mainly exports non-basmati 
rice to Bangladesh, Nepal, Benin and Senegal, and basmati rice to Iran, Saudi Arabia 

and Iraq. “In the next few weeks India can start fulfilling orders promptly,” the 

Mumbai dealer said. “In that situation Thailand and Vietnam will have no choice but 
to cut prices to retain existing buyers.” 

Source: Reuters; 04 February 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.reuters.com/article/india-rice-exports/exclusive-india-lines-up-deepwater-port-for-rice-exports-to-surge-amid-global-shortage-idUSL1N2KA0L1
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