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MARITIME SECURITY 
 

ISRAEL RECEIVES ITS MOST ADVANCED 

WARSHIP AS IRAN TENSIONS RISE 
- Dan Williams 

JERUSALEM, Dec 2 (Reuters) – Israel received its most advanced warship on 

Wednesday, describing the German-made vessel dubbed “Shield” as a bulwark for 
vulnerable Mediterranean gas rigs as tensions with Tehran soar over the assassination 

of a top Iranian nuclear scientist. The Saar-6 corvette that docked in Haifa port, and 

three of the same model to follow next year, will bring to 15 the number of missile boats 
deployed by an Israelinavy which, while small, carries out missions as far away as the 

Red Sea and the Gulf. Israel also wants to protect off-shore natural gas fields close to 
Lebanon, an old foe with which it has held so far fruitless U.S.-mediated maritime 

border talks. 

“The welcome discovery of the gas fields off Israel’s shore made it necessary to create 
a plan that will provide a protective envelope,” Israeli President Reuven Rivlin said at 

ceremony at the port. The navy sees a threat to the gas rigs from Lebanon’s Iranian-

backed Hezbollah guerrillas, especially after Tehran vowed to retaliate for Friday’s 
killing of nuclear mastermind Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, which it blamed on Israel. “The 

Iranians are looking for ‘prestige’ targets like these, that can be hit with low casualties, 
meaning – they may hope – less chance of escalation,” an Israeli security official told 

Reuters. “The question is whether Hezbollah would strike now.” Though Hezbollah 

has previously threatened the gas rigs, it said responding to Fakhrizadeh’s death was 
in Iran’s hands. Beirut has urged “all parties” to show restraint. Israel has neither 

confirmed nor denied responsibility for the assassination, which came as the region 
weighs Iran’s changing fortunes with next month’s U.S. presidential handover from 

Donald Trump to the more diplomacy-minded Joe Biden. 

The Fakhrizadeh hit may have been “timed to narrow the risk of a significant Iranian 

offensive response in the near term, given the fears in Tehran of a severe offensive 
overreaction on the part of the Trump administration, and an Iranian desire to 

facilitate the resumption of contact with the Biden administration,” wrote Amos Yadlin 
and Assaf Orion of Tel Aviv University’s Institute for National Security Studies. Unlike 

earlier models of Israeli missile boats, the Saar-6 will be fitted with both electronic 

countermeasures for cruise missiles, which have a flat trajectory, and a maritime 
version of the Iron Dome system for shooting down high-angle rockets. These, a senior 

naval officer said, are precautions against Soviet-designed Yakhont cruise missiles and 
Iranian-made Khalij Fars rockets that Israel believes are in Hezbollah’s arsenal. 

Source: gcaptain; 03 December 2020 

 

https://gcaptain.com/israel-receives-its-most-advanced-warship-as-iran-tensions-rise/#:~:text=JERUSALEM%2C%20Dec%202%20(Reuters),a%20top%20Iranian%20nuclear%20scientist.
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INDIA TO BOOST PH MARITIME SECURITY 
- Catherine S. Valente 

India has vowed to help the Philippines beef up its maritime defense capability to 

better fight terrorism. In an exclusive online interview with The Manila Times, India’s 

Ambassador to the Philippines Shambhu Kumaran reiterated his country’s 
commitment to eliminate terrorism. Kumaran said Indian Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi pledged during the recent Joint Consultative Commission meeting to widen 
cooperation on maritime security to effectively deal with terrorism. “It’s a great honor 

to be in the Philippines. We have a big relationship with a potential growth much, 

much bigger. And we do also have a lot of interest in maritime security,” he said. Modi 
offered to help the Philippines set up a coastal surveillance system, he added. India 

has had to deal with terror attacks in the recent past, including the raid in Mumbai in 
November 2008 carried out by Pakistan-based group Lashkar-e-Taiba. 

A total of 166 people, including 18 security personnel, were killed when 10 terrorists 

arrived in Mumbai by sea, setting off bombs and randomly firing at civilians in several 
hotels. The attack raged for 60 hours before the terrorists were subdued. “You know, 

just yesterday, we were [commemorating] the unfortunate anniversary of the terrorist 

attack in Mumbai,” Kumaran said. “So, what we did in India regarding terrorist attacks 
is we made a mega international effort to create a coastal surveillance system that can 

allow us to look into the sea and search, you know, travel before they reach us. And so, 
what we do is to identify all the shipping that is happening,” he said. The envoy said 

an agreement to cooperate in enhancing maritime security was signed by the 

Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) and Indian Navy during the state visit of Indian 
President Ram Nath Kovind to the Philippines in October. 

“We also worked on setting up necessary infrastructure because you are an 

archipelagic country, with a coastline of 36,000 kilometers,” he said. The agreement, 
signed by Coast Guard chief Admiral Elson Hermogino and Vijay Thakur Singh, 

secretary [East] of India’s Ministry of External Affairs, aims to strengthen maritime 

security “through the sharing of information on nonmilitary and non-government 
shipping vessels between the Philippines and India.” 

“I welcomed India’s role in the defense capability upgrade program against the 

backdrop of our growing security cooperation,” President Duterte said after meeting 
with Kovind. “We agreed also to continue working together to fight terrorism and 

violent extremism and other transboundary threats,” he added. Kovind said the 

Philippines and India were natural partners in the pursuit of the national development 
and security objectives. “Both our countries have been victims of terrorism. As you 

know, India has been the target of cross-border terrorism for decades. We committed 
to work closely to defeat and eliminate terrorism in all its forms and manifestations,” 

the Indian leader said. The Philippines continues to be a target for terrorist attacks, 

the most recent being the bombing in Jolo, Sulu in August that killed several soldiers 
and civilians and injured 40 others. Aside from the siege of Marawi City in 2017, there 

was also the Jolo Cathedral attack in 2019, and the Davao City night market bombing 
in September 2016. 

Source: Manila Times; 30 November 2020 

https://www.manilatimes.net/2020/11/30/news/headlines/india-to-boost-ph-maritime-security/802965/
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SRI LANKA, INDIA AND MALDIVES AGREE TO 

STRENGTHEN COOPERATION IN DEALING 

WITH MARITIME CHALLENGES 
Agreement was reached on further strengthening cooperation in dealing with 

maritime challenges in the Indian ocean and ensure peace and security in the region 
for common benefit, at the trilateral 4th National Security Adviser level meeting on 

‘Maritime Security Cooperation’, which concluded at the Colombo Hotel Taj Samudra 

on Saturday (28). The sessions were held with the participation of Ajit Doval, National 
Security Adviser of India, Ms. Mariya Didi, Minister of Defence of Maldives and Maj. 

Gen. (retd) Kamal Gunaratne, Secretary to the Ministry of Defence. Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Dinesh Gunawardena, was the chief guest at the inauguration. 

The High Commissioner of India, Ambassador for the Maldives, Foreign Ministry 

Secretary Admiral (retd) Prof. Jayanath Colombage, Lieutenant General Shavendra 

Silva, Chief of Defence Staff, Commander of the Army and Head of the National 
Operations Centre for Prevention of COVID 19 Outbreak, Navy and Air Force 

Commanders, Inspector General of Police, Director-General of Sri Lanka Coast Guard, 
senior officials of Sri Lankan Foreign and Defence Ministries and senior military 

officers were among the attendees. Several experts in the field of maritime defence 

from India, Maldives and Sri Lanka, together with observers from Mauritius and 
Seychelles, India and the Maldives were represented during the sessions at Senior 

Officials’ level. The forum, fourth in sequence, took stock of the current maritime 
security environment in the region and the existing cooperation in the areas of 

Maritime Domain Awareness, Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief, Joint 

Exercises, Capacity Building, Maritime Security and Threats, Marine Pollution and 
Maritime Underwater Heritage, Covid-19 challenges, etc. They agreed to further 

strengthen cooperation in dealing with these challenges to ensure peace and security 
in the region for common benefit, a joint media statement issued by the Defence 

Ministry said. 

Defence Secretary Kamal Gunaratne, delivering the welcome address, underlined the 
momentous importance of dialogue at trilateral level on a regular basis. The Minister 

of Foreign Affairs made the keynote address before the sessions began deliberations. 

Lalith Weeratunga, Advisor to the President made the closing remarks. 

In view of COVID-19, the dialogue was conducted adhering to strict health guidelines 
using ‘Air Bubble’ concept for the visiting delegations, the statement noted. Sri Lanka, 

India and Maldives launched the Trilateral NSA level Meeting on Maritime Security 
Cooperation in 2011 and three meetings had been held so far. The last meeting was 

held in March 2014 in New Delhi. The past deliberations and outcomes have helped 

the three countries in improving close coordination in maritime security of the region. 
These were supplemented by Deputy NSA level meetings for sustained engagements 

and implementation of the discussions at the NSA level meetings. The three countries 
also exchanged views on common security threats and agreed to broad base 

cooperation by expanding the scope to improve intelligence sharing and include issues 

like terrorism, radicalization, extremism, drugs, arms and human trafficking, money 
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laundering, cyber security and effect of climate change on maritime environment, the 
statement further said. The Heads of Delegations agreed to meet regularly to share, 

discuss and ensure timely implementation of decisions taken at the Meeting. They also 
decided to hold Deputy NSA level working group meetings biannually for cooperation 

at operational level, it added. 

Source: The Island; 06 December 2020 

 

UNDER PRESSURE ON SHORE, ABU SAYYAF 

MAY INCREASE RELIANCE ON THE SEA 
-  Jay Benson 

In the predawn hours of November 3, a boat with seven Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) 
members left a small island in the Sulu archipelago on a suspected kidnap for ransom 

operation. Locals had seen the group of unfamiliar men the day before and informed 

the security services. Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) forces intercepted the 
vessel in the darkness. It was fired upon by a helicopter before being rammed and split 

in two by a Philippine Navy vessel. An ASG leader, Mannor Sawadjaan, and the 
remaining six fighters were killed in the operation. This dramatic nighttime encounter 

both demonstrates the increasing capacity of the AFP to counteract ASG activity in the 

maritime space and highlights trends and lessons learned that could be useful in 
informing the AFP’s continued efforts to combat ASG operations as they evolve. 

Civilians and HUMINT in Maritime Security 

The first interesting component of this incident is the information collection that 

allowed it to unfold in the first place. Media reports indicate that local fishermen on 
Sulare Island saw the unfamiliar men in the area and reported their presence to 

authorities. While this may seem an insignificant detail, it highlights an extremely 
important, and sometimes overlooked, component of maritime security: civilians as a 

source of human intelligence. Maritime domain awareness is critical to maritime 

security broadly and to combating the use of the maritime space by violent non-state 
actors like ASG. However, it is often discussed as an objective with largely technical 

(and expensive) solutions. The acquisition of assets such patrol vessels, aerial 
surveillance assets, and remote sensing systems is often framed as the singular means 

to achieving robust MDA. While such capabilities are extremely advantageous for 

MDA, this conversation sometimes overlooks another critical component, the role of 
civilians at sea and in coastal communities as a source of human intelligence. 

The sea, particularly coastal and archipelagic waters, is not an empty space. A huge 

number and diversity of vessels operate around the clock and civilians on these vessels, 
as well as coastal communities that often rely on maritime industries, are acutely 

aware of the pattern of life in their local waters. As such, they represent a rich source 

of potential information for navies and maritime law enforcement agencies attempting 
to combat a variety of maritime security challenges. 

https://island.lk/sri-lanka-india-and-maldives-agree-to-strengthen-cooperation-in-dealing-with-maritime-challenges/
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However, in order to tap into this potential source of MDA, maritime security 
practitioners need to ensure two things: positive relationships with civilians in the 

maritime space and clear reporting tools when civilians detect potential suspicious 
activity at sea. If the relationship between maritime law enforcement and local 

civilians is contentious or punitive in nature there may be less willingness to cooperate 

with security services. If clear tools or procedures for reporting do not exist, civilians 
in the maritime space may simply allow suspicious behavior to go unreported. This is 

no easy task as civilians may reasonably fear retribution for providing information. 
This being the case, two factors will need to be considered in order to ensure that this 

vital information can be collected. The first, and more narrow, requirement is that 

discreet mechanisms for reporting exist. Those with relevant information may be more 
likely to remain silent if reporting requires them to be seen meeting with the security 

services. The second and broader factor is the degree to which civilians feel safe from 
retribution should they provide information. Civilian protection in conflict settings is 

a difficult task in its own right and the need to consider it is a demonstration of the 

porous nature of criminality and political violence at sea and onshore. 

ASG’s Geographic Dispersion 

The second small but telling detail to be derived from this incident is its location. The 

epicenter of ASG activity recently has been Jolo Island, where AFP has been 

conducting a long string of operations against them. Since 2015, 54 percent of conflict 
incidents involving ASG recorded in the ACLED data set have occurred on Jolo Island. 

Over the course of the last year that has increased to 67 percent. However, the militants 
in this incident were intercepted operating off of Sulare Island, roughly 14 kilometers 

southwest of Jolo Island. Sulare is a very small island of only a few square kilometers. 

It is largely flat with a lagoon that covers a large portion of its surface area. Satellite 
imagery shows a small number of buildings and several small vessels along one section 

of the shoreline. 

This information is important as it may be an early indication of a changing geographic 
distribution of ASG activity. As the string of recent operations on Jolo have put 

increased pressure on the group’s base of operation there, the use of such smaller, 

outlying islands as a launching point for ASG’s maritime operations may become 
increasingly appealing. Should this become an operational preference for the group, 

they have a variety of such launching points to choose from. Jolo is surrounded by 
many smaller islands of varying sizes and apparent population density at a similar 

distance from Jolo as Sulare. 

Similarly, as the group becomes increasingly vulnerable on Jolo, it may seek to 

broaden its area of operations and target civilians across a broader geography. 
Subsequent incidents, such as the interdiction of a vessel carrying ASG members with 

small arms and explosives off of Zamboanga City by the Philippine National Police 
(PNP), suggest an even further geographic dispersion of ASG’s maritime operations. 

This may heighten the risk of potential attacks in maritime and coastal areas across 

the Bangsomoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM). 

Geographically Dispersed Intelligence and Operational Presence 
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So how can both of these seemingly disparate observations inform future AFP efforts 
to combat the evolving threat of ASG operations in the maritime space? They may, in 

conjunction, point to a need for more dispersed operations and intelligence collection 
efforts beyond ASG’s recent area of operations on Jolo. As pressure mounts against 

the group there, the motives to exploit what are perceived as relative weak points in 

AFP presence may grow according. This could cause a shift to increased kidnap for 
ransom and terrorist attacks in the maritime space and the use of outlying islands for 

staging such activity. 

In response to this shift, AFP should consider the options at its disposal for expanding 
the scope of its operations and intelligence collection to match the dispersion of ASG 

activity. Given the geography of the region and the resources available, this is a 

challenging task. The Philippine Navy, Philippine Coast Guard, and PNP Maritime 
Group already face pressures on the number vessels available for patrolling the 

maritime space. As such, a more semi-permanent, land-based presence in the form of 
small deployments of Philippine Marines on outlying islands around Jolo could be an 

alternative means for expanding presence into the areas ASG may be eying as potential 
new base areas for operations and denying them access. This would potentially deny 

the group new safe havens and help protect civilians in the areas where they may 

establish a presence. Perhaps more promising though is the expansion of intelligence 
gathering efforts focused on these same areas. As was demonstrated in this most 

recent incident, civilians in these small island communities know when something 
suspicious is afoot. Building strong relationships between security services and these 

civilian populations and ensuring they can provide any relevant information discreetly 

and securely could help close off potential exit points and prevent more dispersed 
targeting of civilians by ASG as the pressure on them in Jolo mounts and they seek to 

diffuse their operations. 

Jay Benson is the Indo-Pacific project manager at Stable Seas, a nonprofit research 
organization focusing on issues of maritime security and governance. 

Source: The Diplomat; 05 December 2020 

 

SECURITY COUNCIL RENEWS 

AUTHORIZATION FOR INTERNATIONAL 

NAVAL FORCES FIGHTING PIRACY OFF 

SOMALI COAST, UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTS 

RESOLUTION 2554 (2020) 
SC/14373 

The Security Council today renewed for an additional 12 months its authorization for 
States and regional organizations cooperating with Somalia to use all necessary means 

https://thediplomat.com/2020/12/under-pressure-on-shore-abu-sayyaf-may-increase-reliance-on-the-sea/
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to fight piracy off the coast of the East African country, with voting results announced 
virtually in accordance with the temporary silence procedure* adopted for the COVID-

19 pandemic. Unanimously adopting resolution 2554 (2020), the Council decided, for 
a further period of 12 months from the date of the resolution, to renew the 

authorizations, as set out in paragraph 14 of resolution 2500 (2019), granted to States 

and regional organizations cooperating with Somali authorities in the fight against 
piracy and armed robbery at sea off the coast of Somalia, for which advance 

notification has been provided by Somali authorities to the Secretary‑General. The 
Security Council welcomed the fact that there were no successful piracy attacks off the 

coast of Somalia in the prior 12 months and noted that joint counter-piracy efforts 

have resulted in a steady decline in pirate attacks, as well as in hijackings, since 2011. 
However, it also recognized the ongoing threat that resurgent piracy and armed 

robbery at sea posed. 

This year’s text noted that the Council recognized the importance of capacity‑building 
and requested donors to consider providing support to reinforce Somalia’s national 

coast guard capacities through human resources development, training, equipping 
and building of coastal guard stations. The Council also called upon the Somali 

authorities to make all efforts to bring to justice those who are using Somali territory 

to plan, facilitate or undertake criminal acts of piracy and armed robbery at sea, and 
urged Member States to assist Somalia, at the request of Somali authorities and with 

notification to the Secretary-General, to strengthen maritime capacity in Somalia. The 
Council renewed its call upon States and regional organizations to take part in the fight 

against piracy and armed robbery at sea off the coast of Somalia. It decided that the 

arms embargo on Somalia imposed by paragraph 5 of resolution 733 (1992) and 
further elaborated upon by paragraphs 1 and 2 of resolution 1425 (2002) and modified 

by paragraphs 33 to 38 of resolution 2093 (2013) does not apply to supplies of 
weapons and military equipment or the provision of assistance destined for the sole 

use of Member States, international, regional and subregional organizations 

undertaking measures in accordance with paragraph 14, as most recently reaffirmed 
by operative paragraph 19(b) of resolution 2551 (2020). 

The Council also called upon all States to take appropriate actions under their existing 

domestic law, or develop legislative processes, to prevent the illicit financing of acts of 
piracy and the laundering of its proceeds. In addition, the Council urged all States to 

ensure that counter-piracy activities, particularly land-based activities, take into 

consideration the need to protect women and children from exploitation, including 
sexual exploitation. 

It also urged all States to share information with the International Criminal Police 

Organization (INTERPOL) for use in the global piracy database, through appropriate 
channels. The representative of Germany delivered a written statement in explanation 

of vote. Noting that his delegation voted in favour of the resolution, he spotlighted 
operative paragraphs 11 and 29, and reiterated Germany’s understanding that this 

resolution not only includes cooperation with the Federal Government of Somalia, but 

with all relevant Somali authorities including the Federal Member States. He also 
underscored that the United Nations Assistance Mission in Somalia (UNSOM), United 

Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and the European Union Capacity 

Building Mission in Somalia have supported various capacity‑building initiatives at 



Making Waves 

30 Nov – 06 Dec 2020       
 

                                                                                    

10                                                                                                                                                
 

federal and state level. Dialogue and cooperation between the Somali authorities on 
federal and state levels are essential to build up effective maritime security capacities 

and working coast guard structures capable of securing the sea off the coast of Somalia. 

*Security Council resolutions are currently adopted through a written procedure vote 
under temporary, extraordinary and provisional measures implemented in response 

to the COVID-19 pandemic, as set out in a letter (document S/2020/253) by its 

President for March (China). 

Source: reliefweb; 04 December 2020 

 

G7++ FRIENDS OF GULF OF GUINEA 

VIRTUAL PLENARY 
The United States and Gabon hosted the 2020 G7++ Friends of the Gulf of Guinea 

(FoGG) Virtual Plenary from December 1 to 3, offering participants an opportunity to 

discuss key initiatives to encourage maritime security in the coastal waters of West and 
Central Africa. 

The first day of the plenary featured remarks from U.S. and Gabonese officials, 

including Assistant Secretary for African Affairs Tibor P. Nagy, Gabonese Foreign 
Minister Pacôme Moubelet Boubeya, and Gabonese National Defense Minister 

Michael Moussa-Adamo, as well as representatives of the Economic Community of 

West African States, the Economic Community of Central African States, the 
Interregional Coordination Center, and the International Maritime Organization. 

They addressed the centrality of maritime security to the sovereignty, peace, and 
economic growth of the coastal states in the Gulf of Guinea. The remaining two days 

of the FoGG Virtual Plenary focused on specific policy issues including piracy, armed 

robbery, and kidnappings at sea, along with illegal, unreported, and unregulated 
fishing, and illicit trade, all of which hamper security and prosperity in the region. 

Source: miragenews.com; 05 December 2020 

 

ITALY TO PARTNER NIGERIA ON MARITIME 

SECURITY 
- Precious Igbonwelundu 

THE Italian government has reiterated its commitment to collaborate with Nigeria on  

improved maritime security. This pledge was made by the Deputy Head of Italian 
Mission to Nigeria, Tarek Chazli in Lagos at the end of a three-day joint sea exercise 

held by the Nigerian and Italian Navies. The exercise codenamed, SHARK SHIVER 
was held between November 24 and 26 within Nigeria’s Exclusive Economic Zone 

(EEZ).  It was aimed among other things, to strengthen bilateral relations between 

both countries as well as support the Nigerian Navy’s efforts to eradicate piracy, other 
maritime crimes from the Gulf of Guinea (GOG) region. Chazli, who led members of 

https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/security-council-renews-authorization-international-naval-forces-fighting-piracy
https://www.miragenews.com/g7-friends-of-gulf-of-guinea-virtual-plenary/
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the Italian diplomatic community from Abuja to receive Italian Navy Ship, FEDERICO 
MONTENEGRO at the Fairway Buoy after the exercise, said he was pleased the vessel 

had prior to the joint exercise, carried out several anti-piracy interventions in the 
region. “I recall one in front of the waters of Benin Republic and one in front of the 

Federal Republic of Nigeria’s waters where our ship was called upon and in 

cooperation with the local naval force, engaged with situations where there were acts 
of piracy going on and brought same under control,” he said. According to him, 

bilateral relationship between both countries has transcended many decades without 
disputes and was mutually beneficial. Chazli said: “As the representative of the 

Embassy of Italy here, I can say we are witnessing the conclusion of indeed very 

successful joint exercise which we were able to do despite the coronavirus pandemic. 
I want to salute the magnificent work done by the Nigerian Navy and by the Western 

Naval Command in particular. 

“Over the last three days, I had the chance to gather with my team, to witness the 
efficiency and the commitment to duty. I commend the high skills of the Nigerian 

Navy. “What we have done is only small part of the larger effort, to combine our forces, 

to fight common transnational and international issues like piracy and other security 
risks not only for the country or Gulf of Guinea but the larger world. “That is why Italy 

is now extending commitment to the security of this part of the world. The success of 
our joint exercise has guaranteed that more collaboration will follow and we are very 

confident that next year we will have longer presence and closer collaboration and we 

will be ready to welcome the ships.” Earlier, the Chief Staff Officer (CSO), Rear 
Admiral Yakubu Pani said NN deployed five vessels and a detachment of its elite force, 

the Special Boat Service (SBS) for the exercise. “The security of the Gulf of Guinea and 
other neighbouring maritime domain is key to our regional stability and security. 

Accordingly, this form of maritime exercises will be sustained with other friendly 

navies as we continue to collaborate and partner for collective interest of the region.’’ 
“The exercise was rewarding as it has impacted positively on the proficiency of 

personnel in several areas and trainings. It also provided the platform to align our 
training objectives with our operational requirements in furtherance of the vision of 

the Chief of Naval Staff, Vice Admiral Ibok-Ete Ibas. 

“Additionally, it provided an avenue for the planning and execution of coordinated 
strikes capabilities and assessment of some of our planning assumptions. Some of the 

exercise conducted included anti-piracy, fleet manouver, communications, vessel 

board search and seizure, search and rescue amongst others. “The exercise was 
generally successful and intended to stay relevant in our quest to conduct decisive 

maritime operations. A total of five ships and a detachment of SBS were deployed with 
the Italian Navy ship. The ships include NNS PROSPERITY, NNS KARADUWA, NNS 

NGURU, NNS EKULU, and NNS OSE. “I appreciate the Italian Navy for collaborating 

with the NN which enabled the conduct of this exercise. We are looking forward to 
conduct future exercises. “Let me also once again reiterate that the command will 

spare no effort in ensuring a safe and secure maritime environment for the economic 
prosperity of the nation,” said Rear Admiral Pani. 

Source: The Nation; 30 November 2020 

https://thenationonlineng.net/italy-to-partner-nigeria-on-maritime-security/
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MARITIME FORCES 
 

CHINESE DEFENCE GIANTS SIGN 

PARTNERSHIP DEAL 
- Jon Grevatt 

Two of China’s biggest defence industrial enterprises – the China Shipbuilding 
Corporation (CSC) and the China Aerospace Science and Industry Corporation 

(CASIC) – have agreed to expand collaboration on military programmes, the groups 

have announced. A statement on 2 December said that the ‘strategic co-operation 
agreement’, which was signed on the previous day in Beijing, will pave the way for 

closer defence industrial and technology ties between the two state-owned enterprises 
that between them employ 500,000 people. Although not confirmed in the statement, 

it is expected that this collaboration will be focused on C4ISR and missile technologies 

for naval applications. CSC leads all of China’s major shipbuilding programmes, while 
CASIC’s focus is on capabilities including advanced weaponry, aerospace technologies, 

unmanned systems, and military space systems. According to the statement, the CSC-
CASIC partnership will feature “expanding co-operation in new fields of technology 

and the promotion of improvements in quality and efficiencies”, with the latter a 

reference to the two corporations’ existing ties. 

It added that under the new agreement, CSC and CASIC will “carry out mutually 
beneficial co-operation in the fields of aerospace-defence, technological innovation, 

information-technology application, industrial internet technologies, and supporting 
equipment”. The statement also said that the two corporations would expand 

collaboration on pursuing defence exports. The statement said, “The two sides will 

take this opportunity to … work together to create a world-class military, maritime 
power, aerospace power, and manufacturing power.” These are direct references to the 

Chinese government’s stated intentions to support the development of a world-leading 
military and a world-leading defence industrial base over the coming decades. 

Source: janes.com; 04 December 2020 

 

INDIAN, RUSSIAN NAVIES CONDUCT PASSAGE 

EXERCISE IN EASTERN INDIAN OCEAN 

REGION 
- Aparna Banerjea 

 

https://www.janes.com/defence-news/news-detail/chinese-defence-giants-sign-partnership-deal
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On the occasion of 'Navy Day', the Indian Navy on Friday began a two-day Passage 
Exercise (PASSEX) with Russian Federation Navy (RuFN) in the Eastern Indian 

Ocean Region (IOR) aimed at enhancing interoperability, improving understanding 
and imbibing best practices between both the navies. The exercise would also involve 

advanced surface and anti-submarine warfare exercises, weapon firings, seamanship 

exercises and helicopter operations, the Ministry of Defence said in a statement. "The 
exercise involves the participation of RuFN guided-missile cruiser Varyag, the large 

anti-submarine ship Admiral Panteleyev and medium ocean tanker Pechenga. Indian 
Navy is being represented by indigenously constructed guided-missile frigate Shivalik 

and anti-submarine corvette Kadmatt along with integral helicopters," it said. "The 

exercise is aimed at enhancing interoperability, improving understanding and 
imbibing best practices between both the friendly navies, and would involve advanced 

surface and anti-submarine warfare exercises, weapon firings, seamanship exercises 
and helicopter operations," the release said. It said PASSEXs are conducted regularly 

by Indian Navy with units of friendly foreign navies, whilst visiting each other's ports 

or during a rendezvous at sea. 
 

"This exercise, being conducted in the eastern Indian Ocean Region, reflects the strong 
long-term strategic relationship between the two countries and particularly, defence 

cooperation in the maritime domain," the release said. This exercise is being 

conducted on the occasion of 'Navy Day' on December 4, which emphasizes strong 
bonds of friendship shared between the two friendly militaries. "This PASSEX would 

be another step towards strengthening Indo-Russian defence relations," the release 
said. The ministry also said the two navies have built a robust relationship through 

regular exercises such as INDRA Navy conducted biennially, with the last edition held 

in the northern Indian Ocean Region on September 4 and 5 this year. Moreover, on 
the occasion of Navy Day, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on described the Indian 

Navy as an "outstanding force. In a tweet, Singh hailed the Indian Navy's 
professionalism and particularly mentioned its efforts to keep India's sea lanes safe. 

 

"On the occasion of #indiannavyday2020 my greetings and best wishes to all 
personnel of this outstanding force. The @indiannavy is at the forefront of keeping our 

seas safe by ensuring maritime security. I salute their valour, courage and 
professionalism," Singh said. Chief of Army Staff Gen MM Naravane, Chief of Naval 

Staff Admiral Karambir Singh and Chief of Air Staff Air Chief Marshal RKS Bhadauria 

paid their tributes to the country's fallen heroes at the National War Memorial on the 
occasion of the Navy Day. Navy Day is celebrated every year on December 4 to 

commemorate the Indian Navy's achievement in inflicting heavy damage on Pakistani 
vessels in Karachi harbour during the India-Pakistan war in 1971. 

 

Source: Live Mint; 04 December 2020 
 

 

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/indian-russian-navies-conduct-passage-exercise-in-eastern-indian-ocean-region-see-pics-11607092403823.html
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JAPAN’S MOD MAY BUILD ADDITIONAL 

AEGIS DESTROYERS AS AEGIS ASHORE 

ALTERNATIVE 

- Yoshihiro Inaba 

But are more DDG really the best option for Japan? 

Following the decision to suspend the deployment of Aegis Ashore, Japan’s Ministry 

of Defense (MoD) has been considering three alternatives so far: 

 Aegis system and radar fitted aboard commercial/civilian merchant ships 

 Aegis system and radar fitted on offshore platforms (similar to oil rigs). 

 Building additional Aegis destroyers. 

Concerns for the first two options quickly emerged because of their low level of 

protection and their weakness in case of torpedo attacks and sabotage. So the 
procurement of additional Aegis ships is appropriate from that point of view. 

However, the Aegis destroyers under consideration are fundamentally different from 

the existing Aegis ships that are operated by the JMSDF and US Navy. The radar on 
those Aegis destroyers is not the SPY-1 (which is employed by the JMSDF) nor is it the 

SPY-6 (which is progressively being fielded by the US Navy, aboard the DDG 51 Flight 

III). It is a SPY-7 radar system originally purchased for Aegis Ashore. In addition, the 
on-board Aegis Combat System (ACS) will also have to be retrofitted, adapted and 

modified into a new version for its use at sea, aboard a moving ship rather from a fixed 
land based location as initially planned for Aegis Ashore. 

High price tag of new “Aegis Ashore Destroyers” 

Aegis Ashore is, of course, operated on the ground, and therefore requires various 

modifications to get the system compatible with at-sea operations. For example, it 
must compensate for the ship’s sway, update the direction of travel and its speed, or 

even add anti-submarine warfare (ASW), anti-surface warfare (ASuW), electronic 

warfare (EW) capabilities and fire control for guns. Therefore, the cost of building an 
Aegis ship, combined with the cost of refurbishing and adapting the Aegis Ashore 

combat system, is quite enormous. According to MoD documents released by 
Masahisa Sato, a member of the Japanese House of Councilors, the initial cost of these 

Aegis ships is estimated at 240 to 250 billion yen (about $2.4 to $2.5 billion) per ship. 

But this is not a definitive number and could go up or down in the future depending 
on circumstances. There are strong opinions from within Japan’s ruling Liberal 

Democratic Party (LPD) that the radar on board should be SPY-6 and the software 
should be BL10 to deal with multiple threat including Chinese Hypersonic Glide 

Vehicle (HGV) if they are going to spend this much money. 

Are new Aegis Destroyers really the best option? 

Basically, the procurement of additional Aegis destroyers is positioned as a 
replacement for the Aegis Ashore program. But is it really so? The purpose of the 

introduction of Aegis Ashore was to address the issue of continuously deploying 
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JMSDF Aegis destroyers to the Sea of Japan against the increased ballistic missile 
threat by North Korea. Had Aegis Ashore been fielded, the JMSDF would then have 

been required to deploy JMSDF Aegis destroyers to the East China Sea and the Pacific 
Ocean to respond to China’s maritime expansion. However, the building of additional 

Aegis destroyers tends to be a response to China, rather than a response to North 

Korea. Indeed, Aegis Ashore was also supposed to play an indirect role in responding 
to China, but this role, with Aegis destroyers in play, is much more direct. In addition, 

Aegis Ashore would have been cheaper to operate and easier to man, which is a major 
advantage compared to destroyers. Once an Aegis ship leaves port, its crew has to serve 

at sea for months, while with Aegis Ashore, the operators can enjoy regular breaks in 

town. In other words, it is a mistake to view the construction of additional Aegis ships 
as a simple alternative to Aegis Ashore. 

Currently, the JMSDF has a manpower shortage problem, and if it were to build 

additional Aegis destroyers, it would have to find a crew for them one way or another. 
In addition, question marks remain on the performance and price of those vessels, as 

pointed out earlier. Considering all of these factors, it appears that the Aegis Ashore 

deployment plan should be re-examined again to allow more leeway for Aegis 
destroyer’s operation, and then respond to Chinese threats by improving the 

performance of existing Aegis destroyers and the Integrated Air and Missile Defense 
(IAMD) of the JSDF as a whole. 

Source: navalnews.com; 05 December 2020 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

https://www.navalnews.com/naval-news/2020/12/japans-mod-may-build-additional-aegis-destroyers-as-aegis-ashore-alternative/
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SHIPPING, PORTS AND 

OCEAN ECONOMY  
 

US BLACKLISTS TOP CHINA CHIPMAKER SMIC 

AND OIL GIANT CNOOC 
- Cheng Ting-Fang, Lauly Li and Kenji Kawase, Nikkei staff writers 

TAIPEI/HONG KONG -- China's largest contract chipmaker and one of its biggest oil 

groups have been added to a U.S. blacklist over alleged military ties, escalating 
Washington-Beijing tensions in the final days of the outgoing Trump administration. 

Semiconductor Manufacturing International Co. and China National Offshore Oil 
Corp. were among the four additions to the U.S. Defense Department's list of 

"Communist Chinese military companies" on Thursday night. China Construction 

Technology Co. Ltd. and China International Engineering Consulting Corp. were also 
added. The move comes after President Donald Trump said in an executive order in 

November that China is increasingly exploiting U.S. capital to enable the development 
and modernization of its military. The executive order is meant to stop any U.S. capital 

from going to military-related Chinese companies on the blacklist. The executive order 

takes effect on Jan. 11 and prohibits "any United States person" from holding 
securities, directly or through funds, in companies deemed to have links to China's 

military. Investors already holding such assets will have until November 2021 to shed 
them. SMIC is China's biggest semiconductor company. It delisted from New York last 

year after being traded in the U.S since 2004, and joined Shanghai's STAR tech board, 

the country's version of Nasdaq, this summer. Shares in the Chinese chipmaker also 
trade in Hong Kong, and several U.S. funds such as the Vanguard Group, BlackRock 

Institutional Trust Company, Invesco Capital Management and Fidelity Management 
& Research Company are among its leading investors. 

SMIC said on Friday morning in a stock exchange filing that it is aware of the decision 

from the U.S. Department of Defense and is evaluating the impacts, while warning 

investors of risks for investment. Trading in its shares was halted in Hong Kong on 
Friday morning, but resumed at 1 p.m. The shares closed the day down 5.4%.  In a 

separate stock exchange filing, the company said the blacklisting will not materially 
impact its business and reiterated that it has no links to China's military. Previously 

the U.S. Department of Commerce tightened export control regulations on SMIC by 

asking American suppliers to apply for licenses before shipping any tools or materials 
to the Chinese company, citing the "unprecedented risk" posed by the company's 

alleged links to the military. The three other companies added to the blacklist are all 
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key state-owned conglomerates directly controlled by the State-owned Assets 
Supervision and Administration Commission of the State Council, or SASAC. 

CNOOC, moreover, is one of China's three state oil majors. Hong Kong-listed shares 

of its majority-owned core unit fell 3.9% during trading Friday, having already shed 
18.5% of its value this week after Reuters first reported the blacklisting of its parent 

company. The listed unit, which shares the same acronym as its parent, said in a stock 

exchange filing on Friday that it is "comprehensively assessing the impact of the 
situation on the Group and will [closely] monitor relevant follow-up developments." 

The other two blacklisted companies are important players in the construction sector. 
CCTC, formerly China Architecture Design & Research Group, made headlines in 2012 

when it purchased CPG Corp. of Singapore. The acquisition of a global construction 

engineering firm was seen as a new tactic in Beijing's zouchuqu, or "going out," policy 
to encourage overseas investment. 

"This is the first time for China's high-tech services industry to go out and successfully 

complete an overseas acquisition," Xiu Long, then head of the Chinese company, told 
reporters at the time. "This is not an opportunistic purchase but part of the national 

policy to encourage going out and improving international competitiveness." CIECC, 
meanwhile, is a key consultant for the central government for decisions on major 

construction and engineering contracts, both at home and abroad. The company was 

involved in landmark domestic infrastructure projects, such as the West-East Gas 
Pipeline connecting Talim Basin in Xinjiang with the outskirts of Shanghai over 

4,000km away, and the 1,300km Beijing-Shanghai highspeed railway. Overseas, the 
company is associated with projects under the Belt and Road Initiative, including 

Pakistan's Gwadar Port. CIECC lists the State Administration for Science, Technology 

and Industry for National Defense among its major clients. The central government 
organ, under the Ministry of Industry and Information Technology, is in charge of 

general planning of military technology. 

The U.S. blacklist of Chinese companies has continued to grow since last year. In June, 
the Defense Department added 20 Chinese companies to list, including China's largest 

telecom operator China Mobile, the world's third-largest server provider Inspur, 

global No. 1 surveillance camera provider Hikvision, and Huawei. Last year, the 
department named China Nuclear Engineering & Construction Corp., the country's 

research entity for nuclear technology, along with 11 other Chinese entities as alleged 
military companies. Harry Clark, a Washington-based lawyer with law firm Orrick, 

said Washington's prohibition would cover not only U.S citizens and permanent 

residents but also entities, such as funds, organized under U.S. laws or based in the 
U.S. Alicia Garcia-Herrero, chief economist for Asia Pacific at Natixis, said more clarity 

on the sanctions is needed. "Basically, I don't think we should talk about a full-fledged 
financial decoupling, but I do think that we see targeted financial decoupling," she 

said. While she does not predict any major impact in the short term, inclusion on the 

list could hurt a company's ability to make acquisitions abroad, she added. A more 
pressing question, according to her, is whether the sanctions will affect the 

subsidiaries of those Chinese companies. The answer is likely "yes," she said, but "it 
needs to be fleshed out." 

Source: asianikkei.com; 04 December 2020 

https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/US-China-tensions/US-blacklists-top-China-chipmaker-SMIC-and-oil-giant-CNOOC
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THE ART OF SUBMARINE CABLE 

MAINTENANCE 
- Meng Yew Choong 

 
AS of 2020, a private telecommunications market research and consulting firm 

believes there are over 1.2 million kilometers of submarine cables in service globally, 

enough to go around the world about 30 times. “Some cables are quite short, like the 
131km CeltixConnect cable between Ireland and the United Kingdom. In contrast, 

others are incredibly long, such as the 20,000km Asia-America Gateway cable (partly 
owned by Telekom Malaysia Bhd or TM). “As of early this year, there are about 406 

submarine cables in service worldwide, with the number constantly changing as new 

cables enter service and older ones are decommissioned (submarinecablemap.com), ” 
said TeleGeography (telegeography.com). From telegraphy to digital communications, 

submarine cables are now acknowledged as part of critical infrastructure deserving 
high-level protection by authorities. With global submarine cable capacity forecast to 

grow by 143% by 2022, the role of the undersea network has clearly evolved into 

mission critical infrastructure, supporting today’s fast-paced global economy, added 
TeleGeography. Cables were traditionally owned by telecommunications companies, 

which often band together to form a consortium as cable installation is an expensive 
affair, it added. 

“In the late 1990s, an influx of entrepreneurial companies built lots of private cables 

and sold off the capacity to users. Both the consortium and private cable models still 
exist today, but one of the biggest changes in the past few years is the type of companies 

involved in building cables. “Content providers such as Google, Facebook, Microsoft 

and Amazon are major investors in new cable. The amount of capacity deployed by 
private network operators – like these content providers – has outpaced Internet 

backbone operators in recent years. Faced with the prospect of ongoing massive 
bandwidth growth, owning new submarine cables makes sense for these companies, ” 

it added. 

Modern submarine cables use fibre optic technology, with lasers on one end pulsing at 

extremely rapid rates down glass fibres to receptors at the other end of the cable. 
Submarine communications cables are typically about 40mm in diameter and weigh 

around 5kg per metre, with the rule of thumb being the deeper the ocean bed, the 
thinner and lighter the cable will be. At a depth of a few kilometres, the cable resembles 

the size of a typical garden hose. The closer the cable is to shore, the thicker it will be 

as there is a need for more shielding (armour) to protect the cable from various threats 
such as anchors, trawlers and dredgers. While submarine cables appear sturdy, they 

are vulnerable to accidental damage from shipping and fishery activities, or natural 
phenomena such as strong currents or earthquakes. Submarine cables near Taiwan 

broke at many points in the Dec 26,2006 Hengchun earthquake, severely impacting 

connectivity between Asia and the United States. The Tohoku earthquake in north-
east Japan on March 11,2011 also proved to be highly damaging to the cables located 

near the epicentre of the quake. In the Hengchun incident, eight submarine cables 
were cut after the earthquake and its aftershocks, with the damage eventually affecting 

financial transactions, particularly in the foreign exchange market. 
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No matter where they are installed, glass fibres remain rather delicate, and a typical 
submarine cable usually has a lifespan of about 25 years before they need replacement. 

And in parts of South-East Asia, cable theft is another phenomenon that cable owners 
are still grappling with. According to the International Cable Protection Committee 

(iscpc.org), more than 95% of the world’s data is reliably transmitted through 

submarine cables, which remain more reliable compared to satellites as the former 
have multiple paths and wider bandwidth. With such importance resting on 

submarine cables, companies, regulators and other stakeholders formed the 
International Cable Protection Committee (ICPC) in 1958 to promote the protection 

of international submarine cables against human and natural hazards. ICPC, which 

now represents 97% of the world’s submarine telecom cables, has more than 170 
members in over 60 countries, and is driven by the vision of being “the premier 

international submarine cable authority through providing leadership, knowledge and 
guidance on issues related to submarine cable security and reliability”. TM and Optic 

Marine Services International Ltd, a comprehensive submarine cable services 

provider, are the two Malaysian members of ICPC (iscpc.org). Malaysia’s experience 
of having telecom cables on its seabed is not without its own anecdotes. Capt Joe Hiew 

Heng Foo, formerly the managing director of RS&L Marine, the oldest (now defunct) 
local player in the cable installation and maintenance industry, has seen his fair share 

of submarine cables damaged or displaced by bottom trawl fishing nets and ship 

anchors. 

“Sometimes the contractor did not bury the cable deep enough, so ship anchors ended 
up snagging them, ” said Hiew, who added that dredging activities around Port Klang 

had also damaged a cable even though its location was marked in navigational charts. 
Another industry player, Datuk Baharum Salleh of Symphonet Sdn Bhd, told 

StarBizWeek that thieves still do not quite get the idea that fibre optic cables are 

worthless as scrap. “There was one incident in which thieves hoisted up a 10km stretch 
of fibre optic cable in the sea, and cut it up to be sold. They did not realise that there is 

no copper or other precious metals inside the cable. Glass fibre has no value to a thief, 
but the damage has been done, ” he said. In 2012, a 7km segment of a submarine cable 

near Pulau Batu Putih went missing. A cable ship dispatched to repair what everyone 

thought was a mere cable fault could not locate the cable after two days of searching. 
It was later discovered that fishermen had stolen the cable to be sold as scrap. 

As of last year, Malaysia was connected to 16 international cables and nine domestic 

cables at various cable landing stations in Malaysian waters. ICPC data showed that 
for many years leading up to 2018, the average number of days needed to secure the 

required permits/approvals before a foreign-flagged vessel is allowed to start work in 
Malaysian waters can go up to 27 days, a period that is unacceptable by modern 

standards. On Apr 1,2019, the Malaysian government under Pakatan Harapan decided 

to exempt foreign vessels repairing undersea cables at any cable landing station in 
Malaysian waters from its cabotage policy that was enacted to protect the domestic 

maritime industry. The exemption came into force through the exercise of the powers 
conferred by Section 65U of the Merchant Shipping Ordinance 1952, pursuant to the 

Federal Government Gazette on March 28,2019. Then transport minister Anthony 

Loke said although submarine cable operators still need to apply for domestic shipping 
licences per the ordinance, it exempts applicants from having to follow standard 

operating procedures, which typically lengthen the regulatory approval period from 
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four to 14 days. The exemption applies only to foreign vessels engaging in cable repair 
activities whereas cable laying, scheduled maintenance and other activities remain 

under cabotage. 

However, the government revoked the exemption on Nov 13 this year, a development 
that led Microsoft, Google, Facebook and the Malaysia Internet Exchange (MyIX) to 

voice their concern that the revocation could negatively affect millions of Malaysians. 

To this, Transport Minister Datuk Seri Dr Wee Ka Siong said the ministry had 
introduced improvements to the application process since November last year, with 

the application process to allow foreign vessels to carry out certain activities shortened 
from as long as 30 days (prior to Nov 1,2019) to just five under the electronic domestic 

shipping licence (eDSL) system. Dr Wee said the ministry had set up the system to 

simplify the licence application process and improve the public service delivery 
system. “It is the responsibility of the ministry to ensure that these vessels are allowed 

in areas where they are needed as soon as possible so that it will not have any impact 
on Internet connectivity in Malaysia, which is now among the country’s priorities. 

“With proper documentation, the process is currently much faster, ” he said. Malaysia 

Shipowners Association (Masa) also recently said the decision to revoke the cabotage 
exemption for foreign-flagged ships repairing undersea cables does not prevent the 

employment of foreign vessels. “It mainly means helping and enabling Malaysian 

companies to bring the cable ships and technology back home to assist and boost the 
local industry as well as to stop unnecessary outflow of foreign exchange, ” said its 

chairman Datuk Abdul Hak Md Amin. He added that the exemption revocation was 
important in building and developing the local industry as Malaysian companies have 

the expertise and ability to provide security and protection to the strategic assets in 

the country’s waters. “This is what we are trying to promote. Masa wants to protect the 
digital accessibility into Malaysia with local know-how to repair the cable and not 

relying 100% on foreign companies. Foreign cable ships can still work in Malaysian 
waters but need to comply with the domestic shipping licence exemption processes, ” 

he said. 

Source: The Star; 05 December 2020 

 

SHIPPING COMPANIES AIM TO CUT SINGLE-
USE PLASTICS WITH NEW CHARTER 

-  Baibhav Mishra 

 

The UK Chamber of Shipping has launched its new Single-Use Plastic Charter. The 
Chamber and its members have a goal of ZERO pollution from ships to sea from plastic 

and the new Charter, which has 29 industry signatories, aims to encourage companies 
to ban the use of non-essential single-use plastics by the end of 2021 and help protect 

the environment now and for future generations. Those signing up to the new Charter 

have pledged to go beyond both the International Maritime Organisation’s (IMO) work 
in this area, and the UK Government’s commitment to ban single-use plastics, which 

focuses on the exclusion of plastic straws, coffee/tea stirrers and plastic stemmed 

https://www.thestar.com.my/business/business-news/2020/12/05/the-art-of-submarine-cable-maintenance
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cotton buds. Companies who sign the Charter will aim to develop initiatives and 
replace nonessential single-use plastics as soon as possible, but no later than 31 

December 2021. Research has found that 80% of plastic enters the marine 
environment from land-based sources, especially via rivers. The shipping industry has, 

over the last few decades, been proactive in improving its environmental performance 

by implementing strict regulations about the disposal of waste. Internationally 
through the IMO, MARPOL Annex V prohibits the discharge of garbage, including 

plastic, into the sea. 

Launching the Charter, UK Chamber of Shipping Policy Advisor, Environment, 
Michael Igoe said: “The world has woken up to the harm that single-use plastics can 

cause and I am delighted the Chamber is showing such leadership in this vital area. By 

bringing together 29 companies we have demonstrated the commitment of the 
shipping industry to develop greener, more sustainable practices. There are numerous 

alternatives to single-use plastics and by adopting this charter these companies are 
showing their determination to protect the oceans for future generations.” 

Chair of the UK Chamber’s Safety and Environment Committee and Senior Vice-

President of Maritime Affairs at Carnival Corp & plc Tom Strang said: “This 
commitment by members of the shipping industry to ban single-use plastics shows 

how important the sector takes its environmental responsibilities. It is huge credit that 

the UK Chamber of Shipping has managed to bring the industry together and create 
this Charter. This vitally important step will help to protect both sea life and our oceans 

for years to come.” Single-use plastics are a threat to life in the ocean and the planet 
as a whole. It is estimated there are over 150 million tonnes of plastic in the world’s 

oceans and every year one million birds and over 100,000 sea mammals die from 

ingesting or becoming entangled in plastic waste. A recent UK Government report 
estimates that plastic in the sea is set to treble by 2025. 

The Single-Use Plastic Charter also aims to help the industry be part of the circular 

economy, and where applicable create cultural change to both passengers and 
seafarers’ attitudes towards single-use plastic. The Chamber has, with the help of 

several member companies, produced a guidance document entitled “Best Practice on 

Combating Single-Use Plastic in Shipping”. The guidance showcases several initiatives 
to replace the use of non-essential single-use plastic by more environmentally friendly 

solutions. The Chamber will also work closely with the UK Government, international 
shipping associations, ports and other relevant stakeholders to ensure that coastal 

states meet their MARPOL requirements to provide adequate port waste reception 

facilities. The UK Chamber of Shipping will be holding a webinar on Single-Use Plastic 
in the Marine Environment on Tuesday 15th December 2020. 

Source: seanews.com; 04 December 2020 
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MARINE ENVIRONMENT 
 

THE UNTAPPED POTENTIAL OF OUR BLUE 

ECONOMY 
- Senator Sonny Angara 

In July, 2019, at the beginning of the 18th Congress, we filed Senate Resolution 10, 

calling for the appropriate Senate committees to conduct an inventory and inquiry into 
the government’s initiatives related to our seas and oceans.  Our primary aim in calling 

for such an inventory was to formulate a comprehensive national policy for the 

sustainable development of our blue economy. This “blue economy” generally refers to 
sectors directly defined by and are dependent on coastal and marine resources.  And 

according to some studies, our potential in these areas is largely untapped.  For 
instance, in a 2017 joint article from the University of the Philippines, Ateneo de 

Manila University, and the University of California, Santa Barbara, it was found that 

the total annual monetary value associated with the country’s marine ecosystems 
amounted to P9.183 trillion, or roughly $581 billion in 2007 valuation. This only refers 

to our coral reefs, seagrass beds, and mangrove areas, and does not yet include other 
sea-based activities like seafaring and shipbuilding. 

Harnessing the untapped potential of our waters comes with some serious challenges 

or issues, however.  For example, the coral reefs within our territorial waters should 
be studied and protected, as our country is situated in the Coral Triangle, where 76% 

of the world’s coral species are found, along with 37% reef fish species. These coral 

reefs are in danger from human activities like overfishing, and bleaching due to climate 
change. Left unchecked, these issues could impact up to 40 million Filipinos whose 

livelihoods rely on such reefs. We should also act on the adverse effect of plastic 
pollution on our marine resources, considering that our country has the dubious 

distinction of being the third largest source of plastic pollution, as of the 2015 Ocean 

Conservancy report by the McKinsey Center. Decisive steps should also be taken to 
improve  the daily lives of our fisherfolk, who remain among the poorest sectors of 

Philippine society. This concern should also be extended to our seafarers, who, as of 
2016, comprise 25% of the 1.5 million seafarers globally. There is a need for upgrading 

skills and competencies, so that we will be able to potentially address a 16,500 shortfall 

of officers, and potentially 147,500 more by 2025, according to data from the Baltic 
and International Maritime Council, and International Chamber of Shipping. 

Clearly, a paradigm shift needs to occur in our economic thinking towards one that 

recognizes the natural wealth and untapped economic potential arising from our 
geography as an island-based (read: archipelagic) and oceanic (read: seafaring) 

nation. Thankfully, it appears more people are joining us in this clarion call.  This past 

week, UP Manila and the Alejandro Melchor Foundation launched online a new book 
entitled “A Treatise on Blue Economy for the Island States” by Dr. Ernie R. Gonzales. 
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Dr. Gonzales makes an argument for the country to develop its blue economy, saying 
that it should be seen as a bright spot in the country’s “way out of the disaster of 2020.” 

According to his treatise, one area that can generate immense wealth is fisheries, 
capitalizing on the Philippines’ position as the center of marine biodiversity in the 

Pacific Ocean. On seafood alone, several sectors could be developed—fish capture, 

aquaculture, and fish processing. For these sectors to expand, ancillary industries will 
also need to be established, such as for shipbuilding and seaports. 

Sea-based energy is another “blue economy” sector worth supporting.  During the 

launch, Dr. Gonzales highlighted how several studies have estimated that the tidal 
currents running through the San Bernardino Strait between the Bicol Peninsula and 

Samar Island  can produce up to 500 megawatts of energy. There are also sea minerals 

that we as a country have yet to benefit from.  As our seas could one day reveal vast 
underwater fields of fossil fuels, it is also believed that our waters hold significant 

deposits of deuterium, an isotope of hydrogen used as a coolant for nuclear reactors, 
and palladium which has uses in electronics, automotives, dentistry, and even jewelry. 

The opportunity has come for us to rethink the structure of our economy. And even 

though we are still addressing the ongoing pandemic, now is the time to identify how  
we as a society can further develop our blue economy. Indeed, the path out of recession 

may just lead us back to the sea. 

Senator Sonny Angara has been in public service for 16 years—9 years as 
Representative of the Lone District of Aurora, and 7 as Senator. He has authored and 

sponsored more than 200 laws.  He is currently serving his second term in the Senate. 

Source: Manila Bulletin; 05 December 2020 

 

NATURAL CAPITAL: THE RACE TO PUT A PRICE 

ON THE WORLD'S OCEANS 
-  Marina Leiva  

The world’s oceans feed hundreds of millions of people a day, produce half the world’s 
oxygen, absorb almost a third of global CO2 emissions, generate clean energy and 

provide a home for both animals and people. To put a price on the seas might seem 
not just difficult, but wrong: why place a monetary value on a priceless natural 

resource? The answer to this, for many scientists and economists, is that only by 

stressing the huge economic influence of the world’s oceans are we likely to see any 
meaningful action to preserve the habitats and ecosystems they contain. Five years 

ago, the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) produced a report that estimated the 
“Gross Marine Product” of all human activity that depends directly on the oceans – 

shipping, fishing, coastal tourism and other sectors in the “blue economy”  – at $2.5trn 

per year, equivalent to the GDP of India. The report’s estimate for the total value of the 
Earth’s oceans as an asset base was more than $24 trillion. Climate change, pollution, 

overfishing and the destruction of natural habitats by human activity represent not 
only a threat to oceanic flora and fauna, but to human economic activity and to the 

“natural capital” marine ecosystems represent.  

https://mb.com.ph/2020/12/05/the-untapped-potential-of-our-blue-economy/
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Dieter Helm, a professor of economic policy at the University of Oxford and chairman 
of the UK government’s Natural Capital Committee, defines “natural capital” as 

“everything that nature gives us for free”. 

To attach an economic value to the oceans, says Helm, isn't like trying to put a price 
on birdsong or the smell of flowers. Natural capital is, he says, not an abstract notion 

but the “building blocks of any economy and human survival”. “If you say that you 

can’t put a price on nature, or that it has nothing to do with economics, then you have 
to explain why there are demands on resources in the environment that trump all other 

resources,” he said. These demands are forcing ocean ecosystems into rapid decline. 
Among the worst affected are coral reefs; more than half of the world’s coral reefs have 

died in the past 30 years. Louise Heaps, head of sustainable blue economy for the 

WWF, says the future for looks bleak for these habitats. Although coral reefs only 
occupy about 0.1 per cent of the oceans, they sustain 25 per cent of marine species. As 

with rainforests, the enormous biodiversity of coral reefs is important to science – 
treatments for cancer and HIV have been developed from corals, for example – and 

their benefit to fishing, tourism and coastal protection is measured in the tens of 

billions.  Helm believes that if we know which assets constitute “natural capital”, we 
can establish how much capital maintenance is required to ensure they do not decline. 

Economic activity linked to the oceans is not going to stop, he observed, so significant 
investment will be needed to preserve the economic and environmental benefits they 

offer. 

Louise Heaps agreed that “urgent investment into the restoration, protection and 
effective management of ocean habitats and ecosystems is required if we are to deliver 

a sustainable blue economy”. The most important areas to invest in, she added, are 

“those which secure human wellbeing through coastal protection, carbon dioxide 
sequestration and the provision of food and livelihoods”. Conserving and sustainably 

using the oceans, seas and marine resources is the aim of the UN’s Sustainable 
Development Goal (SDG) 14 – life below water – but there is currently a gap of $2.5trn 

per year between current investment and the amount needed to achieve all 17 SDGs by 

2030. For this reason, Helm said businesses need to understand the huge opportunity 
cost of allowing ocean environments to continue their rapid decline. Governments – 

or at least the UK’s, as its recent ten-point green plan shows – are not going to pour 
large sums of money into the environment. “I don't see the whole of a government's 

budget being spent on the environment anytime soon,” Helm said, which means that 

“we have to decide how to allocate that money”. This is where natural capital comes 
into play. For Helm, “to not see the environment in natural capital terms is to condemn 

it to the kind of treatment we've inflicted upon the environment over the past 100 or 
200 years. It is not sustainable.” 

Source: New Statesman; 03 December 2020 

 

CANADIANS TO GET SAY ON HOW TO GROW 

BLUE OCEAN ECONOMY 
-  Barb Dean-Simmons 

https://www.newstatesman.com/business/sustainability/2020/12/natural-capital-race-put-price-worlds-oceans
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Challenge is finding balance between economics and ecology 
 

Canadians will be asked their opinions as the federal government begins crafting its 

strategy to develop a blue economy. 

 

Fisheries and Oceans Minister Bernadette Jordan says the online consultation process 

will begin in the new year to open up the discussion to provinces, territories, 
Indigenous peoples and others. More details on the process will come soon, she said. 

 

That was just one of the details revealed Thursday, Dec. 3,  in a virtual panel discussion 

hosted by the Ocean Frontier Institute (OFI), following up on the announcement of 

the previous day of Canada’s commitment with 13 other nations to sustainably manage 

100 per cent of its oceans. 

 
The OFI-hosted virtual panel discussion — Charting a Course for a Sustainable Blue 

Economy — focused on Canada’s opportunities for sustainable growth of the “blue” 

economy. 

 

Panelists included OFI’s CEO and science director Dr. Anya Waite, OFI’s strategic 

engagement officer Catherine Blewett and Karin Kemper, global director for 
environment, natural resources and blue economy global practice with the World 

Bank, as well as Jordan. 

 

244,000 kms worth of management 

 

There are many challenges ahead for those who aim to grow the blue economy. One is 
just the sheer expanse of the seas on planet earth. Waite noted if the world’s ocean 

were measured as a country, it would be the seventh largest in the world. And among 

the world’s nations, Canada governs a massive marine environment — three oceans 

and a coastline of about 244,000 kilometres. Those marine areas are crucial, not just 

to national economies, but to the global environment. The Labrador Sea, for instance, 

on Canada’s East Coast, is referred to as “the Earth’s lungs.” The seawater in that space 
absorbs carbon and heat; it’s a natural filter that helps regulate global climate. “The 

Labrador Sea is a bigger carbon sink than the Amazon rain forest,” said Waite. “The 

ocean is our climate.” Protecting the ocean environment will be a significant task. 

 

The ocean economy 

 
Finding balance between environmental protection and economic needs will be 

another. Globally, said World Bank director Kemper, one in 10 livelihoods are 

dependent on fisheries, with women making up about half of the fish 

harvesting/processing workforce. She said as Canada and the other nations move 

towards sustainable management, there may be some short-term tradeoffs, but “in the 

long term we have to focus on sustainability.” And as countries begin the process of 
recovering from COVID, she said, some short-term solutions could aid the long-term 

goal of the sustainable oceans commitment. “Governments might want to do large 

infrastructure projects to create employment – putting money into people’s pockets in 

the short term,” she said, “and that could lead to things like cement seawalls to prevent 



Making Waves 

30 Nov – 06 Dec 2020       
 

                                                                                    

26                                                                                                                                                
 

coastal erosion, planting mangroves to rebuild swamps or doing recovery work on 
reefs.” 

 

There’s no dispute that there’s still much to learn about the ocean. According to 

Jordan, the current Canadian government has done much work since 2015 to improve 

research and rebuild fish stocks. For example, she said, funding was recently increased 

to expand knowledge of caplin, the fish that feeds other fish, in the Newfoundland and 
Labrador region. “We are using the new funding to examine this data to determine 

how it can be used to establish reference points to advise resource managers,” she told 

SaltWire. Since 2018 she noted, the federal government has completed rebuilding 

plans for six of 19 selected fish stocks. 

 

More than fishing 

 
The blue economy is not only the fishing industry. “Our ocean industries account for 

nearly $32 billion annually in GDP and 300,000 jobs across fishing, aquaculture, 

energy, ocean technology, shipping, tourism and other industries.” And the goal of 

ocean sustainability is a global one, with a challenge for progressive nations to help 

underdeveloped countries in sustainable ocean management. That’s why Canada is 

also committing to help other nations craft their own sustainable oceans plans through 
the World Bank’s PROBLUE fund. Thursday Jordan announced Canada will invest 

another $4 million to that fund, for a total commitment of $69 million, making this 

country the top donor to the fund so far. 

 

Source: journalpioneer.com; 03 December 2020 

 

DENMARK TO END NORTH SEA OIL AND GAS 

PRODUCTION BY 2050 
- AFP 

 

Denmark, the EU's biggest oil producer post-Brexit, said Friday it will halt all North 

Sea oil and gas production and exploration by 2050 in line with its bid to become an 
energy transition role model. Following an agreement reached between the Social 

Democratic government and a majority in parliament, "Denmark becomes the biggest 

oil and gas producer to set a date for a definitive end" to oil production, the energy 
ministry said in a statement. While Denmark produces far less oil than neighbouring 

Norway, which produces around 1.4 million barrels per day, and the UK with around 
one million per day, since Britain's exit from the EU it has become the bloc's largest 

producer with around 100,000 barrels per day, according to oil giant BP's annual 

figures. 

The decision means an eighth tender offer for oil and gas exploration in the North Sea 

will now be cancelled. Danish oil production, which began in 1972, has been on the 

decline for several years, and has been halved in the past decade. Its gas production 
has also become minimal, at 3.2 billion cubic metres last year. "We are now putting an 

end to the fossil fuels era and tying our North Sea activities to the 2050 climate neutral 

https://www.journalpioneer.com/business/local-business/canadians-to-get-say-on-how-to-grow-blue-ocean-economy-527261/
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goal outlined in our climate law," Energy Minister Dan Jorgensen said. The Nordic 
country, which aims to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions by 70 percent within 10 

years, aims to "use the decision as a starting point to take on the role as world leader 
in the progressive elimination of oil and gas" as an energy source, the ministry said. 

The decision was hailed by environmental organisations. "Denmark has a moral 

obligation to end the search for new oil to send a clear signal that the world can and 

must act to meet the Paris Agreement and mitigate the climate crisis," Greenpeace 
Denmark said in a statement to AFP. Denmark's oil fields are located about 150 

kilometres (95 miles) off its west coast, near its maritime borders with Britain and 
Norway. 

Source: today.rtl.lu; 07 December 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://today.rtl.lu/news/science-and-environment/a/1624593.html
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GEOPOLITICS 
 

LAC STANDOFF | INDIA APPROACHES CHINA 

BILATERALLY, WITH THE CHALLENGE OF 

GLOBAL REBALANCING, SAYS EXTERNAL 

AFFAIRS MINISTER 
- Suhasini Haidar 

Negotiations with China are ongoing, says External Affairs Minister Dr. S. 

Jaishankar, and hints that they could even take years, in an exclusive interview to 
Suhasini Haidar. Speaking about his book The India Way: Strategies for an 

Uncertain World (reviewed here), where he lays out a treatise for Indian foreign 
policy, Dr. Jaishankar also defended the government’s moves on Article 370, 

Citizenship Amendment Act and trade protection. 

In your book, India Way, you have devoted a chapter to ‘Managing China’s 

rise’. You open with the story of Shatranj ke Khiladi, where the Nawab of 
Awadh is playing a game while the kingdom is lost. Later, when you speak 

about the Mahabharata, you say you cannot have fatalism disguised as 
deliberation. Yet, nearly eight months after we have seen China amass 

troops at the Line of Actual Control, and then the Galwan incident where 

for the first time in so many decades, Indian soldiers were killed, the sense 
is that the government’s reaction has been more diplomatic, rather than 

trying to push back against China at the LAC. Is this not a ‘sense of fatalism 
disguised as deliberation’? 

No, no, not at all. Not at all. I would say, I don’t think it is factually true to suggest that 

there has not been a military response. I think there's been an enormous military 
response. If you look at the troops we have deployed there, it is pretty much 

unprecedented. Of course, it’s because their deployment is also unprecedented. The 

boundary question is a complicated one, and, you know, it’s been under negotiations 
now for many years. Now, I would urge you to look at the trend line. Not necessarily 

at an incident, however important an incident may be, because it is a trend line that 
gives you the real picture. 

The bottom line right now is that we have bilateral agreements that commit both 

countries not to amassing a large number of forces along the LAC. Without credibly 

explaining why, the Chinese have chosen to violate that compact. The second aspect of 
it is that the progress in our bilateral ties have been very much predicated on peace 

and tranquillity along the LAC. If that is disturbed, as has been the case this year, then 
obviously, the rest of the relationship cannot be unaffected. We are not saying that 

progress in ties depends on solving the boundary question, but it clearly does on 
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maintaining peace and tranquillity, while seeking a solution. And that has been the 
approach over three decades, and we have been consistent. The challenge today is 

whether we have the wisdom to be guided by the big picture. I used that term, I think 
in my book, whether we can take a long view of the relationship. Now, from the Indian 

perspective, I believe that we are very grounded in realism. We have never shied away 

from acknowledging that there are differences. But the challenge is, when you have 
differences you work on those differences and narrow them, not worsen them and 

make them into disputes. Which is why we have regular engagement, very intensive 
engagement, including at the highest level. And I believe, as someone in diplomacy, 

that this is something which is necessary for two co-rising powers because they are 

both rising. My sense is that India approaches China more bilaterally, but with the 
challenge of global rebalancing. In contrast, I think China seems more affected by third 

parties, whether in our own region, or whether, you know, in their global calculations. 
So, for our own long-term future, it is important that we take a bilateral path that is 

mutually respectful and mutual sensitive. And because that is really is what you expect 

of self-confident polities to do otherwise. 

You said peace and tranquility is necessary. Right now, we have had eight 
rounds of military talks, you met with the Chinese Foreign Minister, and 

there has not been any incident in the last few months. But the troops 
remain amassed. There are reports in Depsang and along Pangong Tso 

North, that Chinese troops have taken over territory, or have made it 

impossible for India to patrol territories it used to. The question is, if there 
is no other incident, is the status quo today acceptable to you? 

I don’t believe your question sets out fairly the totality of the ground picture. I think 

they have made their moves, and we have responded. I think the situation on the 
ground is far more complicated than what you are suggesting. I don’t want to talk 

about it because it is ongoing and negotiating with them, or not negotiating through 
you. I don’t think that would be helpful. We are very, very clear that both parties have 

formally taken on responsibilities to observe and respect the LAC. That to my mind is 

the bottom line. Beyond that, on the question of what is happening today with China 
and Ladakh, I will be very honest with you, I won’t be answering any of it because, as 

I said, I am in the middle of an ongoing negotiation. 

It has been ongoing for some time, which is why the questions keep coming… 

Well, I don’t know if you remember Sumdorong Chu [India-China standoff in 1986 
that ended only nine years later]. I mean, I know in this day and age, there’s a lot of 

media pressure on you and on me. But you know, there are complicated issues [that] 

will take time and I will go for what is my interest and my bottom line. I mean, I will 
not be stampeded into accepting something which is less. In your book, you referred 

to the Wuhan summit and Mamallapuram summit, as “pure realism”. Prime Minister 
Modi actually met President Xi Jinping 18 times in these six years. Did India fail to 

read China’s designs? 

I don’t think that’s the right way to take it. If India counts for more, and is more active, 
obviously, we will meet more. I’m sure if you do the bean counting for Japan or Europe 

or, you know, Angela Merkel or the President of the United States, you will similarly 

come up with higher numbers than before. 
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Now, if I meet somebody, it doesn’t automatically solve the problem. And just because 
I meet somebody, and then there is an issue like we have today [LAC in Ladakh], it 

doesn’t mean necessarily that I misread the fact that there were differences. Having 
said that, obviously, we expect the Chinese to abide by their commitments. 

In the last decade, particularly in the last six or seven years, if you look at 

the figures of trade, investment, infrastructure, the number of students 

going from South Asian countries to China and the number of tourists 
being exchanged between the countries, India’s primacy has not only been 

challenged, it has been overrun by China on each of these parameters. 
How do you hope to counter this? 

China today is, you know, in nominal terms, the second largest economy in the world. 

It is impacting every region of the world in trade in connectivity and so, the South 

Asian region cannot be impervious, cannot be insulated from the rest of the world. 
When I see global changes, I can’t say, you know, I don’t like these global changes. I 

must gear up and be competitive myself. I should obviously improve my connectivity, 
my trade, my education, my medical travel, my institutional linkages. And that is 

precisely what I am doing. Look at our LOCs (Lines of Credit), our grants, our 
connectivity projects, the travel to India. So pretty much use any parameter, and you 

will see India-South Asia also going up. An entitlement-driven approach to world 

politics is not a smart approach. You have to compete. 

At the same time, India is being more accommodating of other powers in 
the region, when the US, for example, ties up or has a military dialogue 

with the Maldives; India no longer objects when the U.S. plans more in 
terms of its millennium challenges programme in Nepal or Sri Lanka, or 

Japan does. India is not just accommodative, India actually sees it as 

complimentary. Do you think that’s a reaction to the fact that China has 
been such a big player now in the region? 

No, it is a reflection of where we are with the United States. I have said in the book that 

the United States was a very hostile power for India in the past. The biggest sort of 
challenge we had strategically was when the United States, China and Pakistan came 

together. So, you know, if the U.S. is strategically negative, I will have a certain 

reaction. But if the U.S. is no longer strategically negative, I have a different 
assessment. 

In your book, you say “generosity and firmness” must go hand in hand in the 

neighbourhood. With Nepal, India has had a fractious relationship over its 
Constitution. This year, Nepal brought out a map showing Indian territories, to which 

India objected, but now we see Indian officials travelling to Kathmandu, while Nepal 
hasn’t budged. How would you judge the success of firmness? 

As I said, don’t take an incident as the ultimate yardstick of judgment. Problems will 

happen. I mean, show me any two neighbours between whom there are no problems. 

Most of our neighbours today are democracies. The point is, they have their politics, 
we have our politics, there will be issues. The question is, how do you manage it? How 

do you find the common points, mitigate the issues of friction? At the end of the day, 
for when the smoke clears after a year, two years, three years, you say, have I moved 

forward? And I would suggest, looking at the neighbourhood, there is an enormous 
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change. Since your questions focused on Nepal, I would say, yes, there was a period 
where we had issues, but I think we can clearly see in the last few weeks India and 

Nepal have decided [to move ahead] and it’s something mutual. 

Everything you say about Nepal, and how India has dealt with it, comes in 
contrast to the way the Modi government in particular has dealt with 

Pakistan, where we literally are not talking at any level. In your book, you 

use the parallel of the Mahabharata where the Kauravas are offered 
several chances to avoid conflict. Are you saying that a conflict with 

Pakistan is now inevitable? 

No. The parables and parallels I used in the book were not specific references. Look, 
our challenge with Pakistan is this desire for better ties was evident from day one. I 

mean, from the fact that, you know, the Pakistani Prime Minister was invited to be 

swearing in 2014. We tried very hard to make it work, including [in] that the Prime 
Minister actually visited Pakistan. But the fact was that what we saw from the other 

end, where, you know, [there were] egregious acts of cross border terrorism. Now, the 
fundamental issue to my mind is, you know, the question with Pakistan is not, you 

know, will it be this format of talks with that agenda? I think there is a basic underlying 
issue — are you as India willing to accept the reason as something normal? Is it a 

legitimate diplomatic instrument? I think it’s not. So, don’t make me out as the 

unreasonable party that are not talking, when they are the guys who are unrelentingly 
practising terrorism. 

 

But you have dealt with Pakistan, despite terrorism after the Pathankot attack, for 

example, India actually invited a Pakistani team to come and visit and to start an 
investigation….. 

That was because the Pakistani government also took a certain position on Pathankot, 

which was to distance itself from [the attack]. But post-Uri, we haven’t seen that. 

Would you say, in that sense, diplomacy is not being contemplated now? 

No. I think the ball is very much in Pakistan’s court because they have to make up their 
mind on what they are going to do on the issue of cross border terrorism. 

At present, they’re accusing India of it…. 

That’s just a bad fiction. 

In the South Asian context, though, hasn’t India given Pakistan a veto over 

the SAARC process….as India will not visit Pakistan to attend the summit, 
whose turn it is to host it? 

The way you put it clouds the issue by really making their actions seem on par with us 

and I don’t think that’s a fair comparison. Look at SAARC. If SAARC is a serious 
regionalism initiative, and [Pakistan] blocks trade and connectivity and people-to-

people ties….what regionalism are we speaking of? 
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Turning to the U.S., will India need to build a new engagement with the 
Biden administration, or will there be a seamless transition from the 

Trump administration? 

Whether it is President Trump or President Biden, I don’t think it is a sharp binary 
option. I think there will be certain policies, which are American policies, because 

again, bear in mind is not just a President, there’s also Congress, and sometimes 

administrations carry on with the policies of those before. When it comes to the United 
States, there will be strong elements of continuity. Obviously, there will be elements of 

change because at the very least, the storyline, the method, you know, the modality of 
dealing with others, would be different. But none of this should really worry us. 

Because when I look at the potential administration, I mean, I see familiar figures with 

whom we have worked for many, many years, including the period when I was 
Ambassador, and then Foreign Secretary. Secondly, if you look at the debates in 

America, you know, serious policy debates, a lot of it is actually centred around other 
geographies: China, Russia and the Middle East. I think there is a general consensus 

on India. There are no very sharply different policy views. So, I am reasonably 

confident that we will pick up and carry on. 

Do you expect the same kind of commitment from the U.S. on the Indo-

Pacific policy, given that Mr. Biden is making America’s traditional 

alliances his priority? 

I cannot judge my relationship with the United States in comparison to what the U.S. 
has with an ally because I am not an ally. My sense is that when it comes to the Indo 

Pacific, there is the recognition today that you cannot deal with the Indian Ocean and 
the Pacific Ocean as separate watertight theatres. 

 

U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said in Tokyo that he would like the 

Quad to collaborate against China. Will Mr. Biden do the same? 

I think different people say different things. I am responsible for what I say. And I 
listen to what others say, out there. And, you know, the Quad also has Japan and 

Australia as members. I think we look at it as a positive agenda, a diplomatic 

mechanism, as a diplomatic platform, if you will, with a certain agreed agenda, which 
is, you know, issues like maritime security, connectivity, counter-terrorism, whatever 

we have agreed on, those are what we discuss and exchange notes on. 

On concerns that the Biden administration will be more intrusive on India’s domestic 
issues, are you worried? 

I have worked with all of them before. We know them, and more importantly, they 

know us. 

As a diplomat, perhaps you would never have thought of boycotting the 
U.S. House Foreign Affairs Committee meeting (December 2019) because 

of the presence of an individual (Democratic U.S. Congresswoman 

Pramila Jayapal). Do you think you have changed because you have 
become a politician? 
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A politician by definition is different from a diplomat. Obviously, when others do 
diplomacy, when it’s a diplomatic situation, you deal with it through diplomacy, when 

others do politics, you deal with it politically. Of course, I am a politician. You can’t 
expect me as EAM (External Affairs Minister) to behave as me as Foreign Secretary. 

As External Affairs Minister, you have had to defend India, internationally, on a 

number of domestic decisions — Article 370 and the strictures in Jammu & Kashmir, 

the Citizenship Amendment Act, and the exit from RCEP. In your book, you say that 
the “mandarins must listen to the masses” and that the “Indian street knows more than 

Lutyens Delhi” does. How challenging has this been? 

No, I don't think it’s been challenging at all. I think the issue is India is changing. I 
don’t think anybody can deny that. It’s important to communicate those changes 

abroad, to tell people, look, you know this, today, we will look at this India, it is proof 

of a successful democratic experience. It’s a much more grounded India, a much less 
elitist India and that we these are the changes which we have undertaken to strengthen 

our nationhood or secure our economic interests. One important part of diplomacy 
and international relations, is to make other people understand what you do. So, to 

me, it’s a very, very natural part of what a Foreign Minister and Indian diplomacy does. 
And, you know, each of these decisions make perfect sense. 

On the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA), actually, it was Bangladesh and 

Afghanistan that seem to have been hurt the most, because it’s premised 

on the idea that India has concerns about the domestic issues of other 
countries. How do you reconcile the idea that India is sensitive about 

anyone else speaking about its domestic issues, but it even passes laws that 
do that for other countries? 

(Laughs) I would very much differ with the way you put it, I think, in a sense, these are 

legacy issues. I don’t think it’s an issue of, you know, our passing judgment on them. 

Now, I mean, we have a reality here, we have a large number of stateless people, you 
know, that. So, the CAA reduces the amount of statelessness in it, and that’s a good 

thing. It’s not a blame game between us and them. And so, again, say, part of our job 
is you should put it into people with a certain amount of directness and candour, I 

think people often get it. We will have heated debates as part of a democracy. But if 

their views are shaped or misled by one part of the debate, then it’s also my obligation 
to do something. 

But are those concerns really being quelled? Many of the Biden appointees 

have said they are concerned about the treatment of minorities in India, 
as have Bangladeshi leaders as well… 

I think if you look at the mainstream policy world, which I deal with, I do not share the 

concern that you have raised.  

Just yesterday, we heard from the Canadian Prime Minister, concerned 
about the treatment of farmers in India…. 

Well, a number of Canadians spoke up, not just the Prime Minister. But you saw what 

the social media had to say on the subject. We made a statement, which lays out our 
position very clearly.  
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In your book, you describe the three burdens of India’s foreign policy as 
Partition, delayed nuclearisation, and delayed liberalisation, yet in a 

speech you gave recently, you actually criticised Free Trade Agreements, 
you criticised the impact of globalisation. You said free trade agreements 

had forced India to de-industrialise, and in the name of openness, we have 

allowed subsidised products and unfair production advantages from 
abroad to prevail, which has been justified by the mantra of an open and 

globalised economy. Is this not taking India back, in a sense, to pre 
liberalisation times? 

No. I think that would be erroneous reading both of my speech and of the global 

situation and our policy. I don’t think anybody is in denial of globalisation. The real 

issue for any country, especially ours, is what are the terms with which you enter the 
globalisation process and engage? I was talking with specific reference to specific 

agreements we had to sign. I said don’t get into a false choice on globalisation: are you 
in or are you out? That’s a false choice. The question is, what are the optimal terms? 

My urging is, negotiate better, get better terms, what works for us. Don’t enter a 

process because somebody tells you that’s the politically correct thing to do. 

What you say about free trade agreements has been contested. For 

example, I will quote from one study, which says trade deficits with India’s 

bilateral partners accounted for 12.6% of the overall trade deficit in 2007. 
But in 2017, a considerably smaller part of India’s trade deficit — 7.5% — 

came from these free trade agreements. Others have said that it is the 
downturn in the GDP growth since 2016 that is responsible. 

Manufacturing exports actually grew on an average by 12%. And there is 

this government’s insistence on a strong rupee — these are all some of the 
reasons why there is a deficit. So, are you making free trade agreements, 

and in particular the ones that were signed in the last decade, a straw man 
of sorts? 

Number one, just look at your trade figures with RCEP countries and draw your own 

conclusions. Secondly, this is the Lutyens debate which I mention. Go out there, go 

and visit an industrial district and see what the last 15 years has done, the kind of 
problems our MSMEs face. See how they feel competition, fair or unfair, is affecting 

their business. 

So, would you say, competition, free trade agreements, liberalisation is 
something India still has to put off for several years? 

No, I would say negotiate optimal terms. You are again, making it binary, black and 

white. 

Well, the government did negotiate RCEP for six years... 

And at the end of it all, we reached a point where we looked at the terms on offer, you 
know, which are sort of the final offer and we said it doesn’t meet our concerns. So, I 

think we need to have the confidence today to negotiate, to get optimal terms. And if 

you don’t get optimal terms, you should have the courage to do what is in your 
interests. 
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We are in a situation today where India has walked out of the RCEP, is 
reviewing all existing free trade agreements, and there isn’t much 

movement on new FTAs. The bilateral investment treaty that held together 
a lot of the trade with Europe has been cancelled. Is India turning 

protectionist? 

No. This is about standing up for Indian producers, it is about standing up for Indian 

employment, it is about not allowing your economy to be flooded by people using 
unfair advantages, it is about getting fair market access abroad, it is a clear message to 

the world that I will strive for optimal results. 

Given that the government is clearly not going to rethink joining RCEP, 
will India consider the request from RCEP countries to join as an 

observer? 

I think, at the moment, what I have said should give you a fairly clear picture of our 
thinking. 

Source: The Hindu; 02 December 2020 

  

CHINA CONTINUES WITH RUSE OF GOOD 

COMMUNICATION TO AVOID DISCUSSIONS 

WITH LOWER RIPARIAN STATES ON A 

PROPOSED MAJOR HYDROLOGICAL PROJECT 
- Anshuman Mishra 

China on Thursday tried to downplay its plan to build a large dam near the Line of 

Actual Control (LAC) in the lower reaches of the Brahmaputra river in Tibet, saying 
there is “no need for any anxiety over the project” Chinese foreign ministry said that 

Beijing will continue to have “good communication” with lower riparian states - India 
and Bangladesh on sharing hydrological information, flood prevention and disaster 

reduction and contingency management.” However, it avoided saying anything on 

when china will discuss the matter of building the proposed dam near LAC in Tibet 
with the lower riparian countries. Experts say that it is a significant development from 

India’s viewpoint as the dam will be reportedly built near LAC around a so-called 
“great bend”, where the Brahmaputra curves southward before entering India and 

where the river gains substantial volume of water. Checking the flow of water or a 

diversion could be used to trigger flash floods or create water scarcity in lower riparian 
states along with environmental impact. The 3800 km long river, also known as the 

Yarlung Zangbo (Tsangpo) in China, flows from Tibet into India’s Arunachal Pradesh 
state down through Assam to Bangladesh and has many tributaries and distributaries. 

Another major reservation for downstream countries like India and Bangladesh is lack 

of transparency in sharing all hydrological data despite MoUs (post the Doklam 

standoff). At least 11 hydroelectric projects along the Brahmaputra river have been 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/lac-standoff-india-will-not-accept-less-than-bottom-line-in-talks-with-china-says-jaishankar/article33234296.ece
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built or planned by China in the past decade. When its first, Zangmu Dam, began 
operating in 2014, concerns over a lack of data sharing on dam construction came up. 

During Doklam standoff, China stopped hydrological data sharing of Brahmaputra 
with India. 

A Chinese foreign ministry spokesperson tried to assuage the apprehensions, saying 

that when it comes to use and development of cross-border rivers, China always acts 

responsibly. As a lower riparian state with considerable established user rights to the 
waters of the trans-border rivers, the Indian government has consistently conveyed its 

views and concerns to the Chinese authorities and has urged them to ensure that the 
interests of downstream states are not harmed by any activities in upstream areas. As 

per Ministry of External Affairs, the Chinese side has conveyed to India on several 

occasions that they are only undertaking run-of-the-river hydropower projects which 
do not involve diversion of the waters of the Brahmaputra.  

Various issues relating to trans-border rivers are discussed between India and China 

under the ambit of an institutionalized Expert Level Mechanism which was established 
in 2006, as well as through diplomatic channels. Under existing bilateral 

Memorandums of Understanding, China provides hydrological information of 
Brahmaputra River and Sutlej River to India during the flood seasons. Under the 

arrangement, China provides flood season data of the Brahmaputra river between May 

15 and October 15 every year. 

On Monday, Chinese state media reported the China’s plan to build the dam over 
Yarlung Zangbo River, reportedly at Medog in Tibet which may be of up to 60 GW of 

hydropower capacity, citing a senior official. This report triggered concerns over the 
impact on the ecosystem and river flow downstream in India and Bangladesh. India 

and China are engaged in a prolonged border standoff with eight rounds of senior 

commander level talks and diplomatic talks not yielding any result. 

Source: DD News; 03 December 2020 

 

BUILDING A COHESIVE INDO-PACIFIC 
- Senator Marise Payne 

Thank you very much Frances and good morning ladies and gentlemen. 

 

Let me also begin by acknowledging the traditional custodians of the land on which we 
are meeting this morning, the Ngunnawal people, and pay my respects to their elders 

past, present, and emerging. Excellencies, heads of mission, senior officials, 

distinguished guests, I want to add to Frances’ warm welcome to you all here to the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. It has been a phenomenally busy year for all 

of us and yet we have seen very little of each other face-to-face — except virtually of 
course — so it is good to see in person so many friendly and familiar faces together in 

one place this morning. Frances, may I acknowledge you and Paul Symon for your 

leadership of the organisation through a very, very difficult year. It is also a good 

http://ddnews.gov.in/international/china-continues-ruse-good-communication-avoid-discussions-lower-riparian-states
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opportunity to thank your excellencies and your governments for the cooperation that 
we have all so enthusiastically embraced in 2020. The coronavirus has no interest in 

international politics — none whatsoever. It affects us all without fear or favour or bias. 
And imagine how much more difficult it would have been without the cooperation that 

has been engendered and developed across the international spectrum. Together, we 

are gradually getting through the pandemic. We certainly still have a way to go, but 
that cooperation has taken the edge off some of the worst outcomes. 

We can also be buoyed by the number of COVID-19 vaccine frontrunners, with the 

UK’s approval this week of Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine as a tangible reason for 
optimism. Ladies and gentlemen, the world has changed dramatically in the first two 

decades of this century. An Australian born today — and this is slightly terrifying — 

can expect to be alive at the beginning of the 22nd Century. They will witness change 
we can’t possible yet imagine. But nowhere is change happening more rapidly than in 

our region, in the Indo-Pacific. The character of the regional and international order 
that emerges will determine the security and the prosperity of Australians and our 

partners over the course of this century. The Indo-Pacific, as Frances said, is in a 

period of strategic competition. As that competition evolves, we have agency and 
influence to contribute to shaping our region through the decisions we make, and the 

actions that we take. Australia will be true to our values and respectful of the 
fundamental rules and norms that have stood the test of time. The order based on 

these rules and norms has served all countries in the region well. These are not 

necessarily static, but their reform should be pursued through negotiation, not 
through the exercise of power. Australia will compete constructively. We will do so by 

investing in our regional partnerships, building long-term trust and confidence, and 
by working with our partners, both because we share values and interests, and because 

by working together we amplify what we each do separately. Sometimes, the 

commentary in media and even the foreign policy community suggests that the US and 
China are the whole story, but they’re not. 

Indo-Pacific nations beyond those have considerable weight in their own right. 

Together, these countries generated more than 20 per cent of global GDP last year. As 
Professor Rory Medcalf noted in his recent book on the Indo-Pacific, Australia, India, 

Japan and Indonesia are projected to have a combined population of over 2 billion 
people by 2050 — which will be 50 per cent larger than that of China, and four-and-a-

half times larger than the US. Regional powers have genuine agency and influence. 

None of us is a bystander — and Australia most certainly won’t be. We have a positive 
vision for our region and we are taking action to realise it. I think Australia is well-

positioned in this environment. We are a regional power with a strong and resilient 
economy. Through sound, pragmatic policy-making and the willingness of Australians 

to work together, we are making consistent progress on our path to recovery from 

COVID-19 — though we know well that this is a long road. We have a strong strategic 
outlook in clear alignment with a number of like-minded countries. We have a sound 

reputation as a country that constructively approaches issues with enthusiasm, 
fairness, equality, openness and pragmatism. There is no actual blueprint for a region 

that supports our interests. And I suspect that anyone who perhaps thought they had 

a blueprint in 2019 would have been in for a rude shock in 2020. But there are core 
principles that stem from our values and that can guide our response. Foreign policy 

isn’t an abstract concept to be carried out in international spaces. Ours is a projection 
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of our nation’s, and our people’s, values and principles. We have a vision for our region 
that is open. Security and prosperity are most assured when the movement of goods 

and services, people, and information is as open and free as possible. And we believe 
in an inclusive region. The many and varied voices and perspectives of Australians are 

part of our character. It’s a principle that can benefit all of our region. 

We need a prosperous and resilient region that has the strength to bounce back from 

shocks like COVID-19. A healthy region supports and protects a healthy Australia with 
higher living standards. Rules, norms, and institutions provide fairness and 

predictability to Australians through our society and legal system at home. We believe 
that the same approach benefits the international community, including in our region. 

Our goals resonate with partners across the Indo-Pacific as diverse as Japan, India, 

the United States, Southeast Asia through ASEAN, as well as throughout Europe. We 
believe that our vision is accessible to all and is to the benefit of all. The endeavour of 

shaping the future of our region won’t be completed this year or next. It’s a long-term 
effort, to which Australia is committed. But taking the easy road today won’t make life 

any better for those Australians who might see the next century. I want to discuss 

Australia’s work to bring about this vision this morning. In short, we’re investing. 
We’re investing in people, in economies, in security and systems, to help to keep our 

region strong. We are doing so through policies such as our COVID-19 vaccine 
program for the Pacific and Southeast Asia, our Pacific economic recovery package and 

our additional Southeast Asia initiatives recently announced. 

We are also helping to grow and sustain a network of vital partnerships — bilaterally 
but also through important fora such as ASEAN, the East Asia Summit, through the 

Pacific Islands Forum, as well as through specific arrangements including the recently 

signed RCEP, the CPTPP and PACER Plus trade agreements. We are also working 
more closely with groupings that extend further afield, including the G20, APEC, the 

OECD and our EU partners. This year — and I am avoiding using the phrase ‘the year 
unlike no other’ — the Prime Minister and I, along with many other Cabinet colleagues, 

have been in — albeit virtual — overdrive building deeper connections with our 

partners overseas in ways that advance our national interests. In 2020, Australia has 
signed a new Comprehensive Strategic Partnership with India, founded in many years 

of diplomatic relations, many years of welcoming a broad Indian diaspora to Australia, 
supported by Frances’ predecessor, Peter Varghese in the development of the India 

Economic Strategy, predicated on a firm bilateral relationship founded in democratic 

values. It is a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership led by Prime Minister Morrison 
and Prime Minister Modi that is literally taking the Australia-India relationship to the 

next level. We’ve signed a Comprehensive Strategic and Economic Partnership with 
Papua New Guinea — physically our closest neighbour, a neighbour with whom we 

share generations of history in our region, a neighbour with whom we share a deep 

and abiding commitment to support Papua New Guinea in their development and 
their growth. That Comprehensive Strategic and Economic Partnership changes 

fundamentally the trajectory of the Australia-Papua New Guinea relationship for the 
better, for many, many years into the future. We’ve recently signed a Strategic 

Partnership with Thailand. We’ve finalised the Comprehensive Economic Partnership 

Agreement with Indonesia, and a Plan of Action with Vietnam to deliver on our 
Strategic Partnership. We continue to work to elevate our cooperation with other key 



Making Waves 

30 Nov – 06 Dec 2020       
 

                                                                                    

39                                                                                                                                                
 

partners in the near future, including across a multiplicity of trade endeavours, 
including an Australia-EU FTA and an Australia-UK FTA. 

Last month, the Prime Minister announced an in-principle agreement for a Reciprocal 

Access Agreement with Japan to improve interoperability between the Australian 
Defence Force and the Japan Self-Defense Forces, that underlines our commitment to 

regional security and stability. And in fact, in this year of COVID-travel challenge, the 

Prime Minister, Minister for Defence  Senator Reynolds and I have travelled to Japan 
in the past few months. Those visits testify to the enormous potential for further 

growth in that relationship. In one of the only two visits internationally that I have 
made since March because of COVID-19 travel restrictions, our very successful 

Australia-United States Ministerial Consultations in July reinforced our Alliance, our 

practical cooperation and the strong relationship of trust and respect between 
Australia and the United States. We look ahead to the inauguration of a new 

Administration in January, and I acknowledge and thank my friend AB Ambassador 
Culvahouse for his duty and service here as Ambassador. We’ve progressed our work 

with the Quad through a second ministerial meeting hosted by Japan. For Australia, 

the Quad is a creative, diplomatic grouping with a positive agenda for our region. It is 
one way, among many, for the pursuit of our regional interests in the Indo-Pacific — 

which have ASEAN at their core. And the Pacific Islands Forum is at the centre of our 
COVID-19 response, including working together to establish protocols to mitigate the 

risk of COVID-19 transmission across the region. With Japan and the United States, 

we have recently announced the first project under our Trilateral Infrastructure 
Partnership — an undersea telecommunications cable to the Republic of Palau, 

demonstrating our collective will and capacity to pool resources and provide high-
quality, sustainable critical infrastructure that serves the genuine needs of the people 

of Indo-Pacific. As global challenges mount, and as trust is an increasingly important 

commodity, partnerships such as all of these and many more are invaluable. One 
development I particularly want to highlight is ASEAN’s agreement to hold annual 

leaders’ summits with Australia, making us a premier partner with the grouping that 
lies at the heart of our vision for a secure, stable, open and prosperous Indo-Pacific. 

The growth of Australia’s relationship with ASEAN epitomises the way we are building 

our networks in the Indo-Pacific, growing an even stronger backbone of stability for 
the region. Our region’s shared response to the COVID-19 pandemic has, I think, 

helped affirm the true meaning of the phrase “Pacific family” and to the wider concept 
of regional cooperation. 

We have to absolutely acknowledge and commend the efforts Pacific island countries 

have made to keep the pandemic out of their countries. They have enforced travel 
restrictions early. They have ensured they had health responses ready, but it does come 

with a strong economic impact. That’s particularly so for the tourism-dependent 

economies of our friends in Fiji and Vanuatu, for example. We know that the Pacific 
region is facing a greater than 6 percent contraction in 2020 and the barest growth in 

2021. Pacific governments face declines in revenue, in foreign reserves and in cash 
balances. Australia’s response has had to be swift and practical, while still in line with 

our economic principles. To address the new and serious challenges of COVID-19, we 

also pivoted our development program to where we could most make a difference in 
the COVID-19 era: pivoted to health security, to stability and economic recovery of our 

Pacific and Southeast Asian neighbours. In the last four months of the 2019-20 
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financial year, over 400 individual programs worth $840 million contributed to 
COVID-19 response priorities through our development strategy, Partnerships for 

Recovery — a very significant undertaking for Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade officials and for our partner countries. We are providing $304.7 million in new 

funding for a COVID-19 Response Package, to support the Pacific and Timor-Leste in 

delivering temporary, targeted economic and fiscal assistance with a focus on 
supporting vulnerable people in their communities. Today, I can announce that 

funding from the Response Package will also be used for a Sustainable Pacific Air 
Connectivity Program, to support the re-establishment of safe, reliable, affordable and 

financially sustainable air connectivity in the region. This includes immediate funding 

to the Pacific Aviation Safety Office, to help ensure that when flights resume, they do 
so safely. 

This builds on measures we have taken to support critical air routes, to maintain an 

essential services and humanitarian corridor to the Pacific and Timor-Leste. Australia 
has worked with other members of the Pacific Islands Forum to establish key protocols 

to mitigate the risk of transmitting COVID-19 across the region, to make the Pacific 

Humanitarian Pathway fully operational. The World Food Program has been an 
important partner in this work. Southeast Asian nations, with larger populations and 

larger economies, have faced different challenges. Many health systems have been hit 
hard, and the pandemic threatens to undermine the many significant achievements in 

economic growth and poverty reduction over the past two decades. This is clearly not 

in the region’s interests. It is not in Australia’s interests. A poorer region is a less stable 
one. Just as the region’s emergence has assisted Australia’s prosperity, how the Indo-

Pacific responds to, and recovers from, COVID-19 will shape the trajectory of our own 
economic recovery. In the immediate term, Australia is supporting partner 

governments to navigate the economic slowdown, reduce the impact of the crisis on 

the most vulnerable in their communities. We are providing advice in economic 
stimulus packages and trade policies to keep markets and businesses functioning, and 

helping governments to avoid debt distress. We are also supporting partner 
governments on pathways to longer-term recovery, including the important 

revitalisation of export markets, accessing finance for trade and investment, and 

supporting job-creation, including for women in those communities. We will continue 
our advocacy on open trade to stimulate a shared economic recovery across the Indo-

Pacific. We want to make sure that the recovery will not undo the key economic 
principles that have driven economic prosperity over so many decades. This is why our 

commitment to trade agreements such as the RCEP and the CPTPP is so important. 

These trade agreements can, and should, be measured in dollar figures for our 
exporters, but they also set expectations — expectations for trade and investment to 

be based on transparent rules and standards — and help deter arbitrary barriers to the 
flow of goods and services. The more that we build confidence and trust in a system of 

rules, the harder it will be for countries to breach those rules. 

Much of what Australia does, from trade to security to development, is about ensuring 
our neighbours, our partners, our friends have trust and confidence that we will deal 

fairly and have the best interests of our region front of mind. As with trade and 

economics, so with our development program. Our goal is to work together to grow 
our region. We know that a successful vaccine or vaccines will be a key to unlocking a 

post-COVID-19 future. Our vaccination program, for which we have pledged over 
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$500 million to complement our $80 million contribution to the multilateral COVAX 
Facility, is Australia’s recognition of this. We will work with our partner governments 

in the region to help ensure that the Pacific and Timor-Leste have access to sufficient 
vaccines to achieve full population coverage. We will do this by working in partnership 

with other donors and through a combination of financing the purchase or pre-

purchase of vaccines, and sharing vaccines obtained through our own advance 
purchase agreements — subject to Australia’s domestic requirements and the 

suitability of various vaccines for specific countries. We will also work with regional 
governments and international partners to contribute to the vaccination of Southeast 

Asia, starting with frontline and vulnerable populations. There’s an immense 

challenge involved in vaccinating a region. Pacific populations are separated by vast 
distances, difficult geographies, and in many cases carry underlying health and other 

disease challenges. As well as completing regulatory assessments of prospective 
vaccines, each country needs to develop policies on priority populations and establish 

distribution arrangements. Strengthened surveillance systems to monitor vaccine 

coverage and safety; public information and education campaigns; and training and 
mobilising healthcare and allied workers are essential elements for a successful 

vaccine programme and implementation. Our vaccine purchases will come with strong 
technical support. Australia is consulting with the health ministries of 19 countries, as 

well as developing an over-arching regional strategy. 

At the same time, we will continue to cooperate closely with other donor countries and 

trusted organisations in our region such as WHO Pacific office in Suva, the World Food 
Programme and UNICEF, and align with other sources of finance and advice, 

including the Asian Development Bank, the World Bank, the Global Fund and Gavi — 
the Vaccine Alliance. Southeast Asia, meanwhile, has a different set of challenges — 

not least countries’ much larger populations. Australia will work with other partners 

to maximise the availability of vaccines where the needs are greatest. None of this is a 
low-risk endeavour, given the scale and the complexity, but the rewards could be 

enormous. A swift rollout of a safe, affordable and effective vaccine that will protect 
our health, restore our confidence in travel, tourism and trade, and stimulate a shared 

economic recovery would be a huge stride forward. More broadly across Southeast 

Asia, at the ASEAN-Australia Summit last month, the Prime Minister announced a 
package of funding to support the development of maritime resources, high-quality 

infrastructure, and a major investment the Mekong sub-region, with scholarships, 
technical assistance and a boost to cyber and critical technology capabilities. It’s a 

package makes clear our continued commitment to the region’s recovery, its resilience 

and security, in line with ASEAN’s priorities under the ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-
Pacific — the priorities of maritime, connectivity, sustainable development and 

economic cooperation. Ladies and gentlemen, all of these engagements support 
regional stability. Stability does not magically emerge. It’s earned by governments that 

are able to meet the core needs of their people. We know that a desperate society is 

often an unstable one. Australia is supporting good governance in the face of the strain 
imposed by the pandemic in the Indo-Pacific. In Timor-Leste, for example, we have 

helped the Government to deliver social assistance payments that have benefitted 95 
percent of households. We have also helped draft legislation and operation guidelines, 

and developed a new payment system. 
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Indonesia has provided financial support to households at an unprecedented scale, 
more than doubling the original 2020 budget for social assistance there. Australia is 

providing technical advice, working with the Indonesian Government to support the 
expansion of programs and design of new initiatives. This work reinforces the social 

contract between governments and their citizens. National stability and regional 

stability go together — and helping one another achieve this goes to the heart of 
partnerships. Another critical element of a stable and peaceful society is gender 

equality. We know there is a risk that COVID-19 will reverse hard-won gains on 
women’s health and safety, on economic empowerment, on leadership and resilience 

— with implications for overall prosperity, stability and security. 

It is therefore essential that women’s leadership and participation are core to our 

recovery efforts from COVID-19. Australia is helping women-owned and led 
enterprises in Southeast Asia and the Pacific to contribute to the economic recovery by 

improving access for women entrepreneurs to tailored financial mechanisms and to 
domestic and overseas market opportunities. We are also making sure our efforts to 

end violence against women and girls in the Indo-Pacific region are as effective as 

possible in the COVID-19 context and build on our already strong record. I was very 
pleased to secure the agreement of the Pacific Islands Forum Foreign Ministers to 

elevate Pacific women leaders’ discussions onto the formal PIF meeting agenda. I hope 
to receive the support of Pacific Islands Forum leaders. This year, Australia and Samoa 

have co-hosted two virtual meetings of Pacific women — over 30 women from 18 

different countries — senior officials, Ministers, members of the parliament and 
representatives of regional organisations. And a third meeting of the group is in the 

planning. In the hours — I think merging into days and weeks — that I have spent in 
front of screens in the past nine months, those meetings stand out for me as a beacon 

of opportunity and hope for women in our region. I think that you always want your 

friends and partners to be strong, healthy and resilient, and to have the confidence to 
maintain and defend their sovereignty and freedom of choice. Supporting your friends 

and partners, and serving your own national interest, are not mutually exclusive. They 
are indeed mutually reinforcing. A healthy, cohesive community — including an 

international community — is, I think, a good place to live. It is invaluable to Australia 

that our neighbours know that we can rely on each other in a crisis. And we have seen 
that all year. It is the kind of country that we must and will be. I think it is a reputation 

to be proud of. It is one that will put us in good stead to influence our region for better 
in the decades to come. 

Ladies and gentlemen, in joining us here this morning I want to again acknowledge 

and thank you for the work and the cooperation that has been so generously extended 
across 2020 — not just here through DFAT, through your embassies and high 

commissions, but across the globe, from your foreign ministers, your leaders, your 

trade ministers, development ministers, many, many of whom I have had personal and 
direct contact with in a way that is tangibly different from 2019 and 2018 and for years 

before that — but nevertheless in a very, very important way. And the message I would 
like you all to take back please to your capitals is the grateful thanks of this Foreign 

Minister in Australia for that 24-hour availability, when the clocks around the world 

have Australia at a greatest disadvantage. It is an absolute pleasure to see the smiling 
faces of my colleagues from all of your countries, all of your continents, with whom I 

have had constant contact through 2020. I said at the beginning of my remarks that I 
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think the key to survival in 2020 has been cooperation. I absolutely mean that and 
absolutely reinforce the importance of those engagements and that cooperation, 

virtual though it may be. I’m not sure it is ever going to be possible to replicate it in 
person, but it has been essential and it comes with my greatest respect and my grateful, 

grateful thanks to all of you for that. May I wish you all the very best for the festive 

season, for Christmas and for the New Year. 2021 is going to be a better year, but 2021 
will be the best year if we can continue our work together and if we can continue to 

deliver for our communities, for our regions and for our world. 

Thank you very much. 

Source: foreignminister.gov.au; 04 December 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.foreignminister.gov.au/minister/marise-payne/speech/building-cohesive-indo-pacific?utm_source=miragenews&utm_medium=miragenews&utm_campaign=news
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