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MARITIME SECURITY 
 

HUGE CACHE OF DRUGS SEIZED FROM SRI 

LANKA-BOUND VESSEL 
- S Vijay Kumar 

The Indian Coast Guard intercepted a boat carrying a huge quantity of heroin and 

some foreign nationals off the Thoothukudi coast early on Wednesday. Preliminary 
enquiry revealed that the suspects were armed and transporting the narcotics 

consignment to Sri Lanka. Defence vessels have stepped up surveillance along the 

eastern seaboard since Tuesday to assist fishermen in distress ahead of Cyclone Nivar. 
While it was not clear whether the boat was intercepted by chance or after a specific 

input, a senior official said initial reports confirmed the presence of foreign nationals 
in possession of a huge quantity of drugs. 

According to a source, the crew members had about 100 kilograms of heroin in 99 

packets, 20 cartons of synthetic drugs, five 9 mm pistols and a satellite phone, all worth 

about ₹500 crore in the international market. The boat belonged to a Sri Lankan 

national and had originated from Karachi, Pakistan, at least a week ago. 

“A joint interrogation team comprising Central/State intelligence and law-enforcing 
agencies will be formed to interrogate the suspects after they are escorted to 

Thoothukudi. Agents operating in Pakistan have been a source of drug supply to 

South-East Asian countries via Sri Lanka. We will investigate to see if there is a terror-
funding angle to this smuggling,” a top police officer told The Hindu on Wednesday. 

This is the second major such interception in recent year. In 2013, the Coast Guard 
had detained a Sierra Leone-flagged vessel with about 30 armed guards, all foreign 

nationals, off the Thoothukudi coast. Though the vessel — Seaman Guard Ohio — 

belonged to AdvanFort, a U.S.-based firm that provides maritime security, sources in 
defence agencies said the crew and guards could not explain why they had entered 

Indian waters. They had no documents authorising their possession of sophisticated 
arms and ammunition, which included semi-automatic weapons and self-loading 

rifles. 

Source: thehindu.com; 26 November 2020 

 

GREEK-OPERATED TANKER HIT BY MINE AT 

SAUDI TERMINAL 
- Reuters Staff 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/huge-cache-of-drugs-seized-from-sri-lanka-bound-vessel/article33179497.ece
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DUBAI (Reuters) - A Greek-operated tanker was damaged by a mine at a Saudi 
Arabian terminal on the Red Sea just north of the Yemeni border, damaging its hull, 

British maritime security company Ambrey said on Wednesday. The United Kingdom 
Maritime Trade Operations (UKMTO) separately said it was aware a vessel had 

experienced an explosion at Shuqaiq in Saudi Arabia while operating at an oil-fired 

power plant there. It said investigations were ongoing. 

The Saudi government media office did not immediately respond to a request for 
comment. The Maltese-flagged tanker Agrari, is operated by Greece’s TMS Tankers, 

Ambrey said. TMS could not be reached for immediate comment. “The ... 
LR2/Aframax tanker AGRARI was impacted by a mine having berthed at one of the Al 

Shuqaiq Steam Power Plant (SSPP) jetties in Saudi Arabia,” Ambrey’s report said. “The 

explosion took place in port limits and punctured the hull of the vessel, which is in 
ballast,” it added. It did not say when the incident happened but noted the vessel had 

arrived at al-Shuqaiq on Nov 23. The report follows a number of recent security 
incidents concerning Saudi oil infrastructure. Yemen’s Houthi group on Monday 

claimed a strike on a Saudi Aramco petroleum products distribution plant in Jeddah. 

Aramco and Saudi authorities confirmed the attack. Two weeks ago, a fire near a 
floating platform belonging to the Jazan oil products terminal was contained with no 

injuries. That fire was the result of another attempted Houthi attack, in which a Saudi-
led coalition fighting the Houthis in Yemen intercepted and destroyed two explosive-

laden boats in the southern Red Sea. The Agrari is a smaller aframax crude oil tanker, 

data on TMS Tankers website showed. 

Source: Reuters; 25 November 2020 

 

INDIA, BAHRAIN AGREE TO INCREASE 

DEFENCE AND MARITIME SECURITY 

COOPERATION 
- PTI 

India and Bahrain on Wednesday agreed to further strengthen their historic ties, 
including in areas of defence and maritime security, as External Affairs Minister S 

Jaishankar and his Bahraini counterpart discussed the entire gamut of bilateral issues 
as well as regional and global matters of mutual interest. Jaishankar arrived on 

Tuesday on the first leg of his six-day three-nation tour to Bahrain, the United Arab 

Emirates and Seychelles. His two-day maiden visit to Bahrain is seen as important as 
it comes in the midst of the coronavirus pandemic that has wreaked havoc across the 

world. The external affairs minister held delegation-level talks with his Bahraini 
counterpart Abdullatif bin Rashid Al Zayani during which the two sides discussed the 

entire gamut of bilateral issues as well as regional and global matters of mutual interest 

including cooperation and coordination in dealing with post-Covid challenges, the 
Ministry of External Affairs said in a statement. 

"They agreed to further strengthen the historic India-Bahrain ties including in areas 

of defence and maritime security, space technology, trade and investment, 

https://in.reuters.com/article/saudi-security-tanker-idINL1N2IB18D
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infrastructure, IT, FinTech, health, hydrocarbon and renewable energy,” the statement 
said. Jaishankar renewed invitation to his Bahraini counterpart for visiting India for 

the 3rd India-Bahrain High Joint Commission meeting in the next few months. He 
called on Bahrain’s newly appointed Prime Minister Prince Salman bin Hamad Al 

Khalifa, who is also the Crown Prince and the Deputy Supreme Commander. He 

conveyed Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s greetings to Prince Salman on his 
appointment as the Prime Minister of Bahrain. "Appreciated his warm sentiments 

towards India, his personal care for the Indian community in Bahrain and his insights 
on international politics. Confident that under his leadership, our partnership will 

further strengthen,” Jaishankar tweeted after meeting Prince Salman. He also called 

on Deputy Prime Minister Shaikh Ali bin Khalifa Al Khalifa.  

"During his meetings, the minister personally conveyed, on behalf of the Government 
and people of India, sincere condolences on the sad demise of Prince Khalifa bin 

Salman Al Khalifa, former prime minister of Bahrain. He recalled the contribution of 
the late prime minister in strengthening India-Bahrain relations and for the welfare of 

the Indian community in the Gulf Kingdom. Prince Khalifa, one of the world's longest 

serving prime ministers, died on November 11 at the age of 84 in the US where he was 
undergoing treatment for age-related ailment. He was buried on November 13. The 

uncle of King Hamad bin Isa al-Khalifa, Prince Khalifa had served as prime minister 
of Bahrain from 1970 until his death, having taken office over a year before Bahrain's 

independence in 1971. Jaishankar also thanked the leadership of Bahrain for hosting 

more than 300,000 strong Indian community in the Gulf Kingdom and for taking 
exceptional care of the community during the Covid-19 pandemic. Bahrain’s 

leadership appreciated the contribution of the Indian community to the development 
of the kingdom and the assistance provided by India during the Covid pandemic 

through the supply of medicines, medical equipment and medical professionals. "Both 

sides affirmed to further strengthen their Covid-related cooperation. They also 
expressed satisfaction on the operationalisation of Air Bubble arrangement between 

the two countries,” the statement said. 

The novel coronavirus has infected over 85,800 people and claimed 339 lives in the 
oil-rich Gulf nation. According to the website of the Indian Embassy in Bahrain, the 

country has around 350,000 Indian nationals, which comprise a third of Bahrain's 
total population of 1.4 million. Jaishankar also interacted with the members of the 

Indian diaspora in Bahrain via video conference and appreciated their valuable 

contributions to the strengthening of the bilateral ties. He visited the 200-year old 
Lord Sri Krishna temple in Manama. He also visited National Museum of Bahrain. 

Last year, Prime Minister Modi had launched the USD 4.2 million redevelopment 
project of the temple. From Bahrain, Jaishankar will travel to UAE where he is 

scheduled to meet his counterpart Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan. 

Source: outlookindia.com; 26 November 2020 

 

https://www.outlookindia.com/website/story/india-news-india-bahrain-agree-to-increase-defence-and-maritime-security-cooperation/365404
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INDIA, SEYCHELLES DISCUSS MARITIME 

SECURITY, DEFENCE COOPERATION 
- Elizabeth Roche 

NEW DELHI: Maritime security and defence cooperation were among the subjects on 
the table for discussions between India and Seychelles during a two-day visit by Indian 

foreign minister S Jaishankar that concluded over the weekend. Enhancing 
development cooperation from India for the Seychelles, capacity building, trade, 

tourism and commerce, as well as health in the times of the covid-19 pandemic. were 

the other issues discussed during Jaishankar’s visit. Seychelles was the third leg of a 
three-nation tour by Jaishankar that also saw him visit Bahrain and the United Arab 

Emirates. With India defining the new strategic Indo-Pacific region as lying between 
the east coast of Africa and the west coast of the United States, New Delhi views the 

Seychelles as its neighbour. Jaishankar was seen as the first to arrive in Seychelles for 

an “in person" visit to the country since the start of the covid-19 pandemic. The main 
aim of the trip was to establish early contact with the Wavel Ramkalawan government 

that came into office last month after presidential polls. Ramkalawan, a former 
Anglican priest of Indian origin, defeated Danny Faure in the October polls to take the 

Seychelles presidency. It was with Faure’s government that India signed a pact to 

develop the naval facility on Assumption Island for use by both countries. The plan 
included the construction of an airstrip and a jetty besides housing infrastructure, all 

built through an investment of $550 million by India. But opposition from 
Ramkalawan and his Linyon Demokratik Seselwa party had stalled the project for 

which an initial pact was signed during Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 2015 visit to 

Seychelles. 

Jaishankar was seen as the first to arrive in Seychelles for an “in person" visit to the 
country since the start of the covid-19 pandemic. The main aim of the trip was to 

establish early contact with the Wavel Ramkalawan government that came into office 
last month after presidential polls. Ramkalawan, a former Anglican priest of Indian 

origin, defeated Danny Faure in the October polls to take the Seychelles presidency. It 

was with Faure’s government that India signed a pact to develop the naval facility on 
Assumption Island for use by both countries. The plan included the construction of an 

airstrip and a jetty besides housing infrastructure, all built through an investment of 
$550 million by India. But opposition from Ramkalawan and his Linyon Demokratik 

Seselwa party had stalled the project for which an initial pact was signed during Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi’s 2015 visit to Seychelles.  

Ramkalawan on his part “valued the development and security partnership between 

the two countries and spoke of its positive impact on nation building in Seychelles," it 

added. News reports from Seychelles said maritime security was a key subject of 
discussions given that the two countries shared the Indian Ocean. "We discussed how 

we should look at enticing, encouraging Indian investors to come to Seychelles. How 
we can promote tourism in India. India is a vast country, people travel in the millions 

every year, how we could get them to put Seychelles at the top of their consideration 

as a tourist destination," Radegonde was quoted as saying by the news reports. He 
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pointed out that currently there was no Indian owned or managed tourism 
establishment on the islands, the report said.  

In recent years, India has extended development cooperation to Seychelles for the 

construction of a new $ 63.66 million government house, a $13.92 million police 
headquarters and a $13.38 million attorney general’s office. A magistrate court 

building project is also under construction in Seychelles for which India extended a 

cash grant of $3.5 million in June 2017. 

The Indian assistance comes in the face of China growing its infrastructure footprint 
in the Seychelles with the construction of a new media broadcasting facility and the La 

Gogue Dam Project constructed by Sinohydro Group Ltd to improve water security in 
case of drought. “In Seychelles many projects were built by the financing of the grants, 

including National Swimming Pool, the National Assembly Building, Palais De Justice, 

the Anse Royale Hospital, the Glacis Primary School and Creche and many other 
projects," Chinese ambassador to the Seychelles Guo Wei said in an interview to “the 

Nation" news paper earlier this month. 

Source: Live Mint; 29 November 2020 

 

JAPAN REJECTS CHINA'S DIAOYUTAI 

ISLANDS SOVEREIGNTY IDEA 
- Ching-Tse Cheng, Taiwan News, Staff Writer 

TAIPEI (Taiwan News) — The Japanese government has rejected Beijing's proposal to 

allow only official Chinese and Japanese vessels to enter waters surrounding the 

disputed Diaoyutai Islands. On Wednesday (Nov. 25), Chinese Foreign Minister Wang 

Yi (王毅) suggested the solution to ease tensions. He said the proposal would prevent 

suspicious boats from entering the area and help calm the territorial dispute. 

In response, Japan's Chief Cabinet Secretary Katsunobu Kato said at a press 

conference Thursday (Nov. 26) the proposal is "unacceptable" and the Diaoyutai 

Islands are "undoubtedly Japan's inherent territory under international law and from 
a historical viewpoint." He emphasized the Japanese government will continue to take 

a "calm and determined" stance on the matter, reported Kyodo News. Territorial 
disputes over the Diaoyutai Islands have been going on between Taiwan, Japan, and 

China for decades. Both Taiwan and Japan have claimed jurisdiction over the 

uninhabited islands since the 1970s, while Beijing bases its claim on the grounds that 
it views Taiwan as an offshore province. In recent years, Chinese Coast Guard ships 

have approached the islands and tried to prevent Japanese fishing boats from doing 
the same. Japan's Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga asked Beijing to take action and 

resolve tensions in the East China Sea during a meeting with Wang on Wednesday, 

according to Radio Taiwan International. 

Source: taiwannews.com; 27 November 2020 

 

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/india-seychelles-discuss-maritime-security-defence-cooperation-11606648956056.html
https://www.taiwannews.com.tw/en/news/4063646
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MARITIME FORCES 
 

BHARAT ELECTRONICS AND TERMA SIGN 

AGREEMENT FOR INDIAN COASTAL 

SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM 
According to a press release published on November 20, 2020, Indian company Bharat 
Electronics Ltd has chosen Danish-based company Terma, once again, for Phase II of 

the Coastal Surveillance System being established by BEL for the Indian Coast Guard. 
The selection only reiterates our position as a market leader in coastal surveillance 

radars. The Coastal Surveillance System of the Indian Coast Guard is aimed at covering 

the entire Indian coastline in two phases. While Phase I has been successfully 
established with the network of 46 SCANTER 2001 radar sites, Phase II will cover up 

the gaps and strengthen it with 38 more SCANTER 2001 radar sites. “Continuing our 
well-established partnership from Phase I into Phase II, Terma will be providing 

additional technology transfer to BEL for manufacturing the radars required for CSS 

Phase II project. Most of the modules/spares etc. will be made by BEL and its vendors 
in India. The complete installation/commissioning and life cycle support of the radars 

is also going to be undertaken by BEL,” explains Anupam Mathur, Vice President & 
General Manager, Terma Asia Pacific. He continues: 

“Terma understands India’s call for self-reliance and its move towards ‘Make-in-India’ 

and ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ (self-reliant India) and thereby extends its support by 

adapting to the country’s demand and offering Transfer of Technology (ToT). We are 
proud of the trust shown by the Indian Coast Guard and BEL in Terma and are looking 

forward to a successful and strong partnership.” 

Terma has been manufacturing radars for more than six decades with an annual 
delivery of more than 100 radars a year for the last 10 years. Terma’s Coastal 

Surveillance solution helps to protect coastlines and in the maritime domain. Our 

Coastal Surveillance solution is based on our world-renowned family of SCANTER 
radars which detects targets at a range exceeding IALA advanced requirements.  

Terma radar can separate multiple (non-cooperative) surfaces and air targets in close 
proximity, in all weather conditions (sea states), which is important for SAR missions 

in low visibility, but also to protect the natural resources from illegal fishing, track and 
control foreign vessels, and fight criminals wanting to get access to the territorial 

waters or the main land. With the completion of Phase II of the project, Terma will 

have more than 100 operational land-based radar sites in India. 

Source: navyrecognition.com; 23 November 2020 

 

https://navyrecognition.com/index.php/news/defence-news/2020/november/9308-bharat-electronics-and-terma-sign-agreement-for-indian-coastal-surveilannce-system.html
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U.S. NAVY AWARDS $76.3 MILLION 

CONTRACT FOR USS STOUT'S MAINTENANCE 
BAE Systems has received a $76.3 million contract from the U.S. Navy to drydock and 
perform maintenance and modernization work aboard the guided-missile destroyer 

USS Stout (DDG 55). The docking selected restricted availability (DSRA) contract for 

the Norfolk-based destroyer includes options that, if exercised, would bring the 
cumulative value to $100.5 million. 

 
BAE Systems’ Norfolk shipyard will begin working aboard the 510-foot-long ship in 

January 2021. Under the awarded DSRA contract, BAE Systems will drydock the ship; 

perform hull, tank and mechanical work; install upgraded electronic and electrical 
systems; and make other shipboard improvements. 

 
“Our team of employees, subcontractors and Navy personnel are working hard to 

sustain the workhorse of the fleet – the Arleigh Burke class destroyer,” said Mark 
Whitney, deputy general manager of BAE Systems Ship Repair and general manager 

of Norfolk Ship Repair. “We look forward to applying our vast experience to modernize 

the USS Stout, so that its crew members can do their jobs in defense of our nation for 
many years to come.” 

 
The USS Stout is named in honor of U.S. Navy Rear Admiral Herald F. Stout (1903-

1987). During World War II, then-Commander Stout commanded a destroyer that was 

assigned to the Little Beaver squadron under then-Commodore Arleigh Burke. He 
earned two Navy Cross medals for command of the ship. The Stout became the fifth 

ship of the Arleigh Burke class of guided-missile destroyers, which now numbers 68 
ships. 

 

BAE Systems is a leading provider of ship repair, maintenance, modernization, 
conversion, and overhaul services for the Navy, other government agencies, and select 

commercial customers. The company operates four full-service shipyards in 
California, Florida, Hawaii, and Virginia, and offers a highly skilled, experienced 

workforce, seven dry-docks/railways, and significant pier space and ship support 

services. The company’s Norfolk shipyard has approximately 1,250 employees and 
works with the Navy and several subcontractor companies to accomplish its 

sustainment work. 
 

Source: baesystems.com; 18 November 2020 

 
 

https://www.baesystems.com/en-us/article/us-navy-awards-contract-for-uss-stouts-maintenance#:~:text=U.S.%20Navy%20awards%20%2476.3%20million%20contract%20for%20USS%20Stout's%20maintenance,-Nov%2018%202020&text=BAE%20Systems%20has%20received%20a,USS%20Stout%20(DDG%2055).
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ETHIOPIA PLANNING TO BUILD 'STRONGER' 
NAVAL STATIONS IN SOMALILAND, 

DJIBOUTI, ERITREA IN 2021 

- Geeska Afrika Online 

Abiy Ahmed is of the belief that Farmajo of Mogadishu can grant him a concession to 

build a naval station on Somaliland waters. His administration has fostered cordial 
relations with Asmara and Mogadishu.. 

According to FANA and other regional defense and security sources told Geeska Afrika 

Online, that Ethiopia is working on the idea of building stronger maritime forces 

station in Eritrea, Djibouti and Somaliland 2021. According to BBC Africa desk, When 
Eritrea re-gained its independence in 1993 from the Derg, the new Ethiopian federal 

government led by TPLF and EPRDF suddenly found itself without a coastline and so 
it took the logical step of disbanding its navy in 1992. after three decades (1992-2020), 

it is reconsidering its decision and its latest manoeuvres in the region suggest it could 
be shopping around its neighbourhood to find a naval base it can use, with the help of 

French government led by President Emmanuel Macron. 

'Building an Ethiopian navy from the ground up is however a different kettle of fish – 

it would require massive financial investments and a lot of time to train the forces, as 
well as a base, since Ethiopia is a landlocked country.' The Ethiopian Navy & maritime 

force base in Djibouti, Somaliland are geopolitical asset for Addis Ababa to fight 
against future armed political opposition groups. 'The Ethiopian armed forces has 

been building a security influence in Somalia, Somaliland, Puntland, Jubaland and 

Somaliland since the fall of central government of Somali republic in 199s,' according 
to the regional security & maritime expert, professor Nour kaafi, who also added that, 

France was aware that, the maritime jurisdiction deal agreed between Turkey and 
Somalia, which Turkish foreign office announced on its national maritime security 

brief, 'Our deep ties with Somalia based on historic maritime and trade relations will 

continue to strengthen in the future.' 

Regional Security reason: Mr Roba Megerssa Akawak, head of the state-owned 
Ethiopian Shipping & Logistics Services Enterprise, shared his view with Geeska 

Afrika Online in 1998, that Ethiopia was concerned that Djibouti was controlled by 
foreign naval forces. US, China, Japan and France all have military bases there. 

'Ethiopia led by Meles were afraid perhaps in the future that even Djibouti may not 

have its own say to really decide on its own fate, with also Somalia and Somaliland 
issues. This is quite a threat to Ethiopia,' Megerssa Akawak said. Prime Minister Abiy 

Ahmed recently said on state TV: 'We built one of the strongest ground and air force 
in Africa, We should build our naval force capacity in the future. He added, 'Twenty 

seven years after disbanding what was once a reputable naval force in Africa, in the 

years immediately before formal secession of Eritrea from Ethiopia in 1993, Ethiopia 
plans to rebuild it. 

In an interview with state newspaper, Addis Zemen, Deputy Chief of Staff of the 

Ethiopian Armed Forces, General Berhanu Jula, says that Ethiopia is working on the 
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idea of building stronger maritime forces. And it is going to be well trained and 
equipped with modern technology. General Berhanu went on to say that it is a strategic 

decision as more countries, from Middle East and elsewhere, are establishing their 
naval bases in the region and that it is not in the right for a country with more than 

100 million people not to have a naval base. 

The Deputy Chief of Staff of the Ethiopian Defense Force is quoted by the ruling 

coalition's social media engagement team as saying: 'We must show our influence 
around the sea. Different countries are coming from far and creating influences on the 

sea. We are a great nation with over 100 million people. There is no any reason 
Ethiopia remains landlocked.' It was Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed who hinted first 

about Ethiopia's desire to build a navy sometime in June of this year. His 

administration has fostered cordial relations with Asmara and Mogadishu as economic 
and security cooperation came to be a focus for the countries in the region following 

the end of a state of war between Ethiopia and Eritrea in the month of June. Eritrean 
President Isayas Afeworki is expected to arrive in Ethiopia for a third time and 

unconfirmed reports on social media say that Somalian President is joining Abiy 

Ahmed and Afeworki for a tripartite meeting. 

Background History of Ethiopian Navy 

The Imperial Government of Emperor Haileselassie established Ethiopian Navy as 

early as 1958, when most African countries were still under the yoke of colonialism, 

and it turned out to be one of the leading naval forces in the continent. Under emperor 
Haileselassie Navy commanders were trained in the best naval academy in the United 

States. 

Source: menafn.com; 18 November 2020 

 
 

IRGC TO DEPLOY NAVAL FLOTILLA TO 

INDIAN OCEAN 

TEHRAN (Tasnim) – The Islamic Revolution Guards Corps Navy will dispatch a 

flotilla of military vessels, including its new oceangoing warship, to the northern parts 
of the Indian Ocean, its commander said. Speaking to reporters on Thursday, IRGC 

Navy Commander Rear Admiral Ali Reza Tangsiri said the Rudaki oceangoing warship 

that joined the naval fleet today will be in a flotilla that would depart for the Indian 
Ocean. 

The naval flotilla, named after Lt. General Qassem Soleimani, will be deployed to the 

northern parts of the Indian Ocean for a mission that includes monitoring marine, 
subsurface and aerial data, he added. The flotilla will also practice asymmetrical 

warfare tactics in the upcoming mission, the commander noted, saying the new 

oceangoing warship would help the IRGC pursue its strategies for asymmetrical battle 
and intelligence superiority in faraway waters. “The naval flotilla has focused on the 

security of navigation in north of the Indian Ocean and action against branded and 
non-branded pirates, and will carry out operations if necessary,” the commander 

https://menafn.com/1101146585/Ethiopia-Planning-to-Build-Stronger-Naval-Stations-in-Somaliland-Djibouti-Eritrea-in-2021&source=30
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added. Tangsiri noted that the IRGC’s flotilla is also tasked with countering organized 
crimes such as drug trafficking, rescuing trade and fishing vessels, and combatting 

possible threats from extra-regional forces. 

The IRGC’s new warship, 150 meters in length and weighing 4,000 tons, is a 
multipurpose vessel for long-range operations. It is furnished with missiles, air 

defense systems, and radars. Rudaki warship has been equipped with a 3-dimensional 

phased array radar, sea-to-sea and sea-to-air missiles, advanced communication 
systems for electronic warfare, and the ‘Khordad 3rd’ missile system. The military 

vessel is capable of carrying helicopters, drones and attack boats. 

Source: tasnimnews.com; 19 November 2020 

 

RUSSIA DECLARES PROTEST TO US OVER 

VIOLATION OF RUSSIA’S MARITIME BORDER 

BY US DESTROYER 

- TASS 

MOSCOW, November 27. /TASS/. Moscow declares strong protest to Washington 

over a US destroyer’s entering into Russian territorial waters on November 24 and 
considers this incident as a provocation geared to break down peace, the Russian 

foreign ministry said on Friday. "The Russian foreign ministry declares strong protest 
over this incident. We consider it as a blatant provocation geared to break down peace 

and good order," the ministry said. 

The ministry recalled that a US warship had violated Russia’s maritime border "with 

an aim of challenging the legal status of the Peter the Great Bay." "Washington is well 
aware of Russia’s position concerning these waters that are internal waters of our 

country covered by Russia’s sovereignty. Attempts to claim otherwise are 
inadmissible," the ministry stressed. Moscow called on Washington to drop 

provocations linked with violations of Russian borders and warned about possible 

consequences for such violations. "The fact that an American warship entered Russia’s 
territorial sea creates no consequences for the status of the corresponding waters in 

terms of international law and cannot create any. We urge the United States refrain 
from such reckless provocations in future," the ministry said. "Otherwise 

responsibility for possible consequences will rest entirely on the American side. We 

reserve the right to respond." According to the ministry, a demarche was presented to 
the US side via military diplomatic channels following this incident. "Such muscle 

flexing is apparently meant to exacerbate the situation, which once again proves that 
at the current historical stage the United States is opting to use force methods to 

advocate own foreign policy interests," the ministry added. 

 The Russian defense ministry said earlier that on November 24 Russia’s Admiral 

Vinogradov anti-submarine destroyer had prevented Russian border violation by the 
United States’ USS John S. McCain in the Peter the Great Bay. According to the 

ministry, at 06:17 Moscow time (03:17 GMT) on Tuesday, the USS John S. McCain, 

https://www.tasnimnews.com/en/news/2020/11/19/2392790/irgc-to-deploy-naval-flotilla-to-indian-ocean
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which entered the Sea of Japan several days ago, violated Russia’s territorial waters in 
the Peter the Great Gulf, "passing the maritime border by two kilometers." "The Pacific 

Fleet’s Admiral Vinogradov anti-submarine destroyer used an international 
communication channel to warn the foreign vessel that such actions were 

unacceptable and the violator could be forced out of the country’s territorial waters in 

a ramming maneuver. After the warming was issued and the Admiral Vinogradov 
changed its course, the USS John S. McCain destroyer returned to international 

waters," the statement said. 

Source: TASS; 28 November 2020 

 
 

EU LACKS DEFENCE CAPABILITIES TO MEET 

‘STRATEGIC AUTONOMY’ GOALS 

- Alexandra Brzozowski 

The EU’s first-ever defence review painted a gloomy picture for the bloc’s ability to 

achieve ‘strategic autonomy. Experts also believe the EU is not doing enough to 
address major shortfalls. “The EU does not have all the required military capabilities 

available in order to fulfil (its) level of ambition,” stated the annual Coordinated 

Annual Review on Defence (CARD), conducted by the bloc’s defence agency. The 
report assessed national defence planning and capability development efforts of 26 

member states, minus Denmark, which has opted out of EU defence initiatives. “The 
outlook for Defence Research and Technology (R&T) spending levels continues to be 

insufficient, putting the EU strategic autonomy at risk,” the report said. According to 

the review, EU member states would put European priorities in third place after 
national and NATO interests and have “an uneven understanding of the concept of 

strategic autonomy.” Only 60% of the national troops and weapons nominally 
available to NATO are fit to be deployed, EU defence ministers heard on Friday (20 

November). Member states are also reluctant to deploy those troops, the report found, 

with formal EU military missions receiving just 7% of member states’ military 
personnel committed worldwide. “European defence suffers from fragmentation, 

duplication and insufficient operational engagement,” the EU’s chief diplomat Josep 
Borrell told reporters. “If the biggest army in the world, the US, only has four types of 

warships and only one type of main battle tank, it does not make a lot of sense that 

here in Europe we have 30 different types of warships and 16 different types of main 
battle tanks,” Borrell told reporters. The review comes at a time when the bloc aims to 

draw up a military doctrine by 2022, the ‘Strategic Compass’, to define future threats 
and ambitions, and amid a growing debate over whether Europe should aim to 

enhance its military might independently from the United States.  

Six capabilities for the future 

The review identified over 100 collaborative opportunities for member states, 
including 55 across the military domains of land (17), air (14), maritime (12), 

cyberspace (3), space (4), and joint/enablers (5). As part of an EU strategy to develop 

https://tass.com/politics/1228929
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self-standing military capacity over the next decade, it urged EU governments to focus 
on “six next-generation capabilities” of weaponry and end costly national duplication. 

This includes focusing on a new battle tank (MBT), patrol vessels, defence in space, 
soldier systems, counter-drone technology (C-UAS), area denial weapons (A2/AD), 

and enhanced military mobility. “As their current plans are already nailed down, we 

are aiming to influence the member states’ next planning cycle – after 2025,” EDA 
Chief Executive Jiří Šedivý told reporters before the publication of the report. “If the 

member states go for a collaborative approach in these areas, it will have a structuring 
effect at the EU level,” Philippe Leopold, the EDA’s head of co-operation planning, 

added. “Despite challenges and shortcomings, CARD wasn’t all doom and gloom,” 

Niklas Novaky, defence expert at the Martens Centre in Brussels, told EURACTIV. 

“Since PESCO’s (Permanent Structured Cooperation) launch, the participating 
member states have created 47 projects in its framework, 26 of which are expected to 

deliver concrete results before the end of PESCO’s next phase (2021-2025),” Novaky 
said. At the same time, although less than initially proposed, the EU budget will enable 

the European Defence Fund to give a further boost to the EU’s capability development 

efforts, said Novaky. That the EU can’t meet its level of ambition comes at no surprise 
to experts, with many of them criticising the selection of priorities. “I am a bit 

disappointed by the six focus areas as they are both obvious and a bit odd, while not 
addressing the largest capability gaps,” Torben Schütz, research fellow for armament 

policy at the German Council on Foreign Relations, told EURACTIV. If those six were 

the best-identified opportunities, it would mean “the EDA and the participating 
member states want to start with limited ambition, both in terms of impact and 

financial volume,” he added. 

It would also remain unclear how the priorities will be linked to the bloc’s already 
ongoing joint military projects under the EU’s PESCO framework. According to 

Schütz, “successful close capability integration remain limited to either symbolic 
cases” such as German-Polish unit integration or very technical niche capabilities like 

protective measures against chemical, biological, radiological or nuclear warfare 

(CBRN) in NATO’s Framework Nation Concept. According to Ben Hodges, a retired 
US general who commanded American army forces in Europe, the most important two 

– missile defence and development of unmanned systems like drones – are missing 
from the EU’s priority list. “While the former is needed to be able to shoot down 

hypersonic missiles from Russia, the usefulness and cost-effectiveness of the latter 

have been on display in Nagorno-Karabakh, Syria and Ukraine over the last few years,” 
Hodges told EURACTIV. Meanwhile, the EDA’s choice for patrol vessels, likely 

influenced by recent standoffs in the Eastern Mediterranean, is less of a priority for 
cooperation, he added. 

Military mobility as a priority 

Hodges also emphasised the EU’s need to reinforce its military mobility, and the rapid 

transfer of troops and material in case of a crisis. Despite being a Commission flagship 

initiative, funding for dual-use infrastructure has been under constant danger of cuts 
in the EU’s future budget proposals. “No land systems make any sense if this is not 

fixed,” Hodges said. “The EU must be able to move as fast or faster than any potential 
adversary in order to be effective, which shows the need for a ‘military Schengen’ for 

Europe.” A reference to Europe’s passport-free travel zone, the plan was proposed in 
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2018 to lower barriers for moving military equipment and troops across Europe amid 
rising concern of Russian aggression but has not been completed so far. 

“Additionally, the EU must ensure cyber protection of all transportation 

infrastructure, from air and seaports to rail and power generation,” Hodges added. 
Both experts said that there was unlikely to be much political appetite for actual 

capability cooperation across the bloc, in light of the COVID-19 pandemic. “So far, 

most European governments plan do not plan cuts in their defence budgets, which 
might have served to accentuate the need for more cooperation,” Schütz said. “There 

is a growing recognition that the incoming Biden administration will expect our 
European allies and partners, individually as well as within the EU and NATO, to do 

more and be a European pillar instead of a European pillow,” Hodges said. 

Source: euractiv.com; 23 November 2020 
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SHIPPING, PORTS AND 

OCEAN ECONOMY  
 

INDIAN COAST GUARD TOWS DRIFTING CRUDE 

OIL TANKER TO SAFETY 
After days of monitoring the situation, the Indian Coast Guard intervened on Sunday, 

November 22, to reposition a disabled crude oil tanker that was drifting in an 
environmentally sensitive zone. The Coast Guard reported that its vessel the Vishwast 

towed the Panama flagged tanker Anastasia I, which was drifting dangerously towards 
Kachall Island, part of the Nicobar Islands, at the southern end of the Bay of Bengal 

and located near the Malacca Strait.  

The Anastasia I had unloaded her crude shipment in China and departed on October 

24 making a stop at Singapore. The tanker is riding empty carrying approximately 910 
tons of bunker fuel. The 103,000 dwt vessel, which measures 800 feet in length, 

departed Singapore on November 4 bound for Dubai, where she was expected to arrive 
on November 30.  Sailing with a crew of 24, the tanker blacked out on Thursday, 

November 19, and had been drifting since then. The Indian Coast Guard had been 

standing by with the cutter Vishwast and surveillance flights on one of its airplanes. 
The Maritime Rescue Coordination Centre (MRCC) in Port Blair, issued a navigational 

warning and international safety alert for vessels in the area. According to Coast 
Guard, the vessel’s operator, based in India, had not responded to inquiries and had 

not provided a tug for assistance. When it was determined that the tanker was 

increasingly in danger of grounding, a Coast Guard team boarded Anastasia I making 
repairs, attaching a tow line, and preparing the anchor to be manually lowered. The 

Vishwast towed the tanker to a safer location. 

Source: maritime-executive.com; 23 November 2020 

 

UNDERSEA INTERNET CABLES OFFER MORE 

RESILIENT CONNECTION 
- Jun Murai 

 

API Geoeconomic Briefing is a series provided by the Asia Pacific Initiative, an 

independent think tank based in Tokyo. The series will look into geopolitical and 
economic trends in the post-COVID-19 world, with a particular focus on technology 

https://www.maritime-executive.com/article/indian-coast-guard-intervenes-towing-drifting-crude-oil-tanker


Making Waves 

23-29 Nov 2020       
 

                                                                                    

17                                                                                                                                                
 

and innovation, global supply chains, international rule-making and climate 
change.  

From the end of the 19th century to the beginning of the 20th century, laying undersea 

cables to establish a telegraph communication network for the British Empire was a 
major geopolitical policy. Vast submarine telegraph cables were put in place, including 

one running westward from the U.K. under the Atlantic Ocean, one between the U.K. 

and France, and one stretching southward around Africa and eventually reaching 
Hawaii in the Pacific Ocean. In the 21st century, the undersea cables were replaced 

with fiber optic wires, and the network’s main role changed to distribution of digital 
data via the internet. The operating principle of the internet is that if a path for traffic 

in a network is not available, another path is automatically selected. This means that 

the predominance of a model in which a country possesses and protects undersea 
cables connecting two points is lost. Therefore, the issue has shifted completely to the 

geoeconomic question of governments and the private sector cooperating to consider 
how the cables should be laid on ocean floors for the benefits of people and society. 

Proper functioning of the internet is vital for the global community as a whole, and 

how to keep it going is an important matter of policy for governments. The internet 
can be described as a network of blood vessels that maintains the health of global 

society, and submarine cables are the arteries. 

New undersea cables to Japan 

A joint venture between Finnish infrastructure operator Cinia and Russian 

telecommunications company MegaFon finished the first stage of offshore surveys 
earlier this year as part of their Arctic Connect project, which aims to build a 138,000-

kilometer subsea telecommunications link that connects the coastal areas of Northern 
Europe with Japan. On July 6, California-based Ram Telecom International Inc. 

announced the completion of the Japan-Guam-Australia cable system that links Guam 

and Japan with the aim of making the former a new network hub in the western Pacific. 
Guam would become a completely new hub in the region, as cables in the western 

Pacific are currently concentrated in the South China Sea. Subsea cables are crucial, 
with fiber optic wires carrying more than 90% of all the data currently exchanged 

worldwide via the internet. The Federal Communications Commission in the United 

States has estimated that only 0.37% of the country’s international data traffic is 
carried by satellite, indicating that almost all of the digital data on the internet is 

transmitted globally through submarine cables. 

Mobile telecommunications networks — including 5G — function like a capillary 
network, providing internet access to every corner of the world. Satellite 

communication, despite having much less bandwidth than fiber optic communication, 
can cover vast surface areas of the Earth since it uses a propagation path from space. 

But because stationary satellites are lined up some 36,000 km above the equator, their 

signals weaken significantly near the north and south poles due to atmospheric effects 
as their elevation angle becomes low. The melting of sea ice in the Arctic Ocean due to 

climate change is enabling undersea cables to be laid in the area, a development that 
is epoch-making in the sense that the project can provide high-speed communication 

to people living in the Arctic region for the first time. 



Making Waves 

23-29 Nov 2020       
 

                                                                                    

18                                                                                                                                                
 

This year, there are some 400 undersea cables worldwide. They are laid and jointly 
owned by a variety of business entities, including submarine cable operators, 

telephone companies and providers of over-the-top video or streaming media services 
offered via the internet, such as Microsoft, Facebook and Google. The internet, which 

is based on an autonomous distribution system that makes it possible to route around 

damage by finding alternative paths if something bad happens in a network, has a high 
affinity with submarine cables built redundantly and spreading all over. The internet 

makes good use of such undersea cables, meaning the cables symbolize the arteries 
and the core of the internet, which has a mission of guaranteeing access no matter 

what. 

Brand new network topology 

According to Weathernews Inc. which conducts consistent studies of trends in Arctic 

sea ice using its own methods, the total area of sea ice in the region has declined by 
approximately 3 million square kilometers compared with two decades ago. In 

response to such climate change in the Arctic, Canadian cable builder Arctic Fibre 
came up with a plan in 2011 to send an expedition to the Northwest Passage to conduct 

offshore surveys to lay undersea fiber optics on a northbound route linking the U.K., 
Canada, Alaska and Japan. 

When I was consulted about the plan, I recognized that both the fear of global warming 

melting ice in the Arctic and the dream of a completely new network being created are 

both coming true simultaneously. At that time, all internet connections between Japan 
and Europe went through cables that ran underneath the Pacific Ocean, crossing the 

American continent and reaching the U.K. via the Atlantic Ocean. While cables that 
cross continents inherently contain security risks, submarine cables are relatively safe 

and free arteries. Calculations show that undersea cables have various advantages 

regarding latency as well. In particular, the route that branches off at the south of the 
Bering Sea — the gateway between the Arctic and the Pacific — and links Seattle and 

Hokkaido makes Japan’s northernmost prefecture the closest Japanese location to 
New York, making it attractive for the finance industry. 

At the end of last year, I was asked by a friend in NORDUnet — a research and 

education network of the five Nordic countries — to cooperate in making a new plan 

to link northern Europe and Japan using Cinia’s cables. If realized, cables will run from 
northern Europe through the Bering Sea, diverge to the U.S., Tokyo and Tomakomai, 

Hokkaido, cross the Tsugaru Strait and land in Vladivostok, Russia. Previously, most 
of the cables running across the Atlantic landed in the U.K. But following Brexit, an 

increasing number of projects are planned to lay cables to reach areas in the European 

Union, such as Marseille, France. The Nordic nations’ project is apparently in line with 
such trends. 

Undersea cables and cybersecurity 

While submarine cables are a relatively safe and free network, cables crossing 

continents can be affected by nations’ policies. The latest cables will provide a 
completely new artery in the north for telecommunications connecting the EU to 

Japan and Asia, which are currently dependent on cables crossing over the American 
continent or Russia. 
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Submarine cables are made up of optic fibers, protective covers and electrical cables 
that transmit electricity to amplifiers to boost weakened signals. The protective covers 

give security against being bitten through by sharks, for example. Compared to 
electrical signals used in the past, fiber optic communications are much more difficult 

to tap, which means there is less of a security risk of undersea cables being 

compromised. On the other hand, because undersea cables’ signals and electric power 
transmissions fluctuate due to external factors, close measurements of such 

fluctuations are sometimes used as seabed sensors to detect fish and submarines. 
Undersea cables are also actively used as sensors to measure sea floor movements, 

especially earthquakes and undersea volcanoes. The most dangerous risk for such 

cables is for them to be cut, which can occur as a result of trawling, the raising or 
dragging of anchors, undersea construction, sand dredging, earthquakes and undersea 

landslides. In order to safeguard against such man-made and natural hazards, the 
laying of undersea cables is managed by the International Cable Protection 

Committee, which covers 97% of the cables in the world’s oceans. 

Linking Japan and Asia 

Most of the cables connecting Japan and other Asian countries are concentrated in the 
sea south of Taiwan, and statistics show that undersea cable failures occurred in this 

area once a week on average since 2005. 

Such cases are rising every year, indicating that failures in submarine cable systems 

are increasingly caused by factors other than natural disasters such as earthquakes. 
Considering that communication cables linking the U.S. and Asia have been running 

from the Pacific Ocean through parts of Japan, such as Ibaraki, Chiba and Mie 
prefectures, most of the telecommunications between North America and southeast 

Asia must have been disrupted by the cable failures in this area. This has prompted 

the development of a new cable topology in the Pacific, setting Guam as a hub, starting 
with a plan by academic networks for research and education comprising members 

from the United States, Japan, Singapore and Australia. Building a new submarine 
cable network in the western Pacific centered in Guam would not only supplement the 

existing networks in the region but also lead to the creation of new routes leading to 

Europe through the Arctic. Another surprising development was a media report in July 
concerning Chile’s plan to build submarine cables across the Pacific to connect with 

the Asia-Pacific region. The report had two implications. The question of where in the 
west of the Pacific will be linked with the Chilean project is significant as a trade policy 

agenda. And the project was also significant in the sense that it represented a 

technological war between a proposal by Chinese firms and those by companies from 
Japan, the U.S. and France. If the cables are to be laid between Chile and Japan via 

Australia as reported, it may lead to a new relationship between South America and 
Asia, especially Japan. According to the report, the underlying issue was the undersea 

cable technology competition between the one proposed by companies of Japan, the 

U.S. and France versus the one presented by China. The fact that NEC Corp. has been 
given high marks for the quality of its submarine cables is highly likely to determine 

the future of the project. 

What needs to be done 
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Submarine cables are the arteries of the internet that connect the world and maintain 
a cybersociety. The global community must cooperate as a whole to make this network 

continue functioning properly. Japan, which is located at the center of this new arterial 
network, has the responsibility to get actively involved in the role of a healthy heart 

and organs to make the network do the necessary tasks for the health of the Earth and 

human beings. It is important for Japan to fulfill its responsibilities in the global 
information society and play a leadership role, as a member of international 

organizations, to protect the safety of this arterial network. 

Jun Murai is dean of API’s Institute of Geoeconomic Studies and a senior fellow at 
API. He is also a professor at Keio University and a co-director of Keio University’s 

Cyber Civilization Research Center. 

Source: japantimes.co.jp; 24 November 2020 

 

GOOGLE PLANS FIBRE-OPTIC CABLE LINKING 

SAUDI ARABIA AND ISRAEL AS IT CONNECTS 

INDIA TO EUROPE AND OPENS A NEW ROUTE 

FOR GLOBAL INTERNET TRAFFIC 
-  Chris Pleasance 

 

Google has begun laying the groundwork for a new fibre-optic internet cable from 
India to Europe that could be routed through arch-rivals Saudi Arabia and Israel.  The 

tech giant wants to build the $400million cable, dubbed Blue-Raman, to bypass the 
regional choke-point of Egypt. Plans would instead see the cable go from Mumbai to 

Saudi via the Red Sea, then up through Jordan and Israel, across the Mediterranean 

and into Italy.   The project is taking shape as Arab states thaw decades of frozen 
relations with Israel, and amid claims that Saudi is working towards recognising the 

Jewish state. 

Bahrain, the UAE and Sudan have already agreed to establish ties with Israel, breaking 
with a decades-old demand among Arab states that recognising Palestine was a 

necessary precursor to any deal with Israel. While the deals are historic in themselves, 
President Trump - whose administration has been overseeing the process - suggested 

that nine other Arab states, including Saudi, were also getting ready to sign up. 

While Saudi and Israel have made no official moves to establish ties, it was reported 

this week that Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu met with Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman in Saudi Arabia. The meeting, if confirmed, would be the first 

of its kind between two senior officials from those countries. Saudi Arabia 
subsequently denied the meeting had taken place, and Netanyahu's office refused to 

comment.  But flight logs showed that a jet the Israeli leader often uses had flown 

between the two countries on the day in question. And a day after the reported trip 
took place, Israel removed Saudi Arabia from its coronavirus quarantine list. The 

Health Ministry denied that the move bore any relation to the news, without 

https://www.japantimes.co.jp/opinion/2020/11/24/commentary/world-commentary/undersea-internet-cables-japan/
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acknowledging that the trip had taken place.  If Saudi Arabia were to recognise Israel, 
it would mark a fundamental shift in the stalled Middle East peace process - and would 

likely convince other Arab states to follow suit. Any deal between the two would be a 
massive boost to Google's project, which is still seeking permission from Saudi Arabia, 

the Wall Street Journal reports. 

Because of the Middle East's volatile politics, the vast majority of internet cables from 

Asia to Europe past through Egypt. According to blog Open Cables, a third of the world 
relies on Egypt for its internet access - leaving networks vulnerable to problems in the 

country. That dependency also allows Egypt to charge exorbitant fees to cable 
operators, with the Israel-Saudi route thought to be up to 50 per cent cheaper to run.  

Sources at the company told WSJ the route could still change and may have to run 

through Egypt if Saudi refuses to play ball. But if Riyadh gives its permission, then it 
could provide the first strategic link between the two old foes. Israel’s communications 

minister Yoaz Hendel has previously welcomed the prospect of using the cable to 
strengthen ties with its regional neighbours. 'In any place where you can lay down 

cables overland or undersea, you also create mutual interests,' he said. 

Saudi Arabia's ageing King Salman is thought to bitterly oppose normalising relations 
between his kingdom and Israel. But his young heir, Mohammed bin Salman, is seen 

as a reformer who may bring about change on the issue. Bin Salman has already 

spearheaded changes in the kingdom that has allowed women more rights, and is 
overseeing an agenda that will diversify Saudi's economy away from oil and towards 

green energy and tourism. However, he has also been criticised for his human rights 
record, including jailing and beheading political adversaries, and a war in Yemen that 

left most of the country at risk of starvation. He is also thought to be responsible for 

ordering the murder of US-based journalist Jamal Khashoggi, who was killed at the 
Saudi consulate in Istanbul in 2018. 

Source: dailymail.co.uk; 24 November 2020 
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MARINE ENVIRONMENT 
 

VIETNAM HOSTS INTERNATIONAL 

CONFERENCE ON TACKLING PLASTIC WASTE 

POLLUTION IN OCEANS 
NDO/VNA – The Vietnam Administration of Sea and Islands, in coordination with the 
UN Environment Programme and the World Wide Fund for Nature, hosted an 

international conference in both online and in-person formats on solutions to 

handling plastic waste in East Asian seas from November 24-26. Addressing the event 
on November 26, Deputy Minister of Natural Resources and Environment Le Minh 

Ngan called for joint efforts by all parties, including policymakers, management 
officials, businesses and consumers to tackle the issue, which has posed serious 

impacts on the ecosystem and environment, especially the oceans. Ngan said that due 

to the outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic, the world is facing another source of pollution 
from medical masks, especially in the context that many waste treatment plants have 

suspended operations due to the pandemic. The pandemic has led to the increase use 
of single-use products as part of measures to minimise COVID-19 spreading, he noted, 

adding that the collection and recycling of these products have also been affected. 

He stressed that current cooperation initiatives and models should play a bigger role 
in facilitating the exchange of knowledge and experience regarding best practice and 

methods in policy making, development and transfer of technology and capacity 

building in each country as well as between countries. The official expressed his hope 
that countries and international organisations will continue strengthening 

cooperation with and support for Vietnam in preventing and reducing plastic waste, 
thus contributing to the global efforts in responding to one of the biggest challenges in 

the current era. At the event, Ngan and representatives from the governments of 

ASEAN member countries and three partners of ASEAN as well as domestic and 
international organisations underlined the need for effective coordination among 

sectors at different levels in taking specific actions to deal with the challenges of plastic 
waste pollution and marine debris. Within the conference’s framework, Vietnam 

introduced a project to reduce marine plastic waste, which is being implemented in 

nine coastal localities with the aim to minimize marine pollution through the support 
in building guidance to implement prioritized policies related to plastic waste, among 

others. During three days from November 24-26, the event included four plenary and 
10 thematic discussions on measures to prevent the wasteful use of plastics and 

prevent the discharge of waste to the ocean. 

Source: Nhan Dan; 27 November 2020 
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CLIMATE CHANGE AND CONSTITUTIONAL 

CHALLENGES - MATTERS OF NATIONAL 

CONCERN BEFORE THE SUPREME COURT OF 

CANADA 
-  Jason Kroft, Victor MacDiarmid and Larissa Lees   

The federal parliament passed the Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act (the “Act”) 
into law on June 21, 2018 with a view to curbing national greenhouse gas emissions. 

The Act implements the federal carbon pollution pricing system, which places 

regulatory charges on carbon-based fuel producers, distributors, and importers and 
also includes a mechanism whereby industrial carbon emitters can trade “credits” 

through an Output-Based Pricing System (the “OBPS”). The OBPS requires that 
certain carbon emitters are required to pay a carbon price if their emissions exceed a 

stipulated level, whereas carbon emitters whose emissions are less than the amount 
set by the federal government earn credits that can be sold to other carbon emitters. 

Following the implementation of the Act, the House of Commons passed a motion to 

declare a climate emergency in Canada in June 2019 to signify Canada’s commitment 

to achieving its national emissions targets under the Paris Agreement; being a 
reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by 30% below 2005 levels by 2030. 

Several provinces challenged the authority of the Act almost immediately: 

 Manitoba brought an application for judicial review to the Federal Court of 
Canada. 

 Alberta sought a constitutional reference in the province’s court of appeal. 

 Ontario and Saskatchewan have challenged the constitutionality of the 
legislation in their respective courts of appeal as well. 

Decisions rendered by the Ontario, Saskatchewan and Alberta courts are now under 
appeal to the Supreme Court of Canada (the “SCC”). Provincial pushback to the Act 

centres on the federal government’s position that the Act deals with a matter of 
national concern, and therefore falls within the federal government’s jurisdiction 

pursuant to the Peace, Order and Good Government provisions as outlined in s.91 of 

the Constitution Act. 

Federal government powers to use national concern are delineated in R v. Crown 
Zellerbach Canada Ltd. (“Zellerbach”). In that case, the SCC found the following 

conclusions apply to the national concern doctrine: 

 the national concern doctrine is separate and distinct from the national 
emergency doctrine, which provides the constitutional basis for legislation of a 
temporary nature; 

 

 the national concern doctrine applies to an issue that, although originally a 
matter of a local or private nature, has since become a matter of national 
concern; 
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 for the matter to qualify as a matter of national concern, it must have a 
singleness, distinctiveness, and indivisibility that clearly distinguishes it from 
matters of provincial concern and scale; and 

 

 it is relevant to consider the extra-provincial effects if the provinces failed to 
adequately deal with the control or regulation of that matter in determining the 

required degree of singleness, distinctiveness and indivisibility that clearly 

distinguishes it from matters of provincial concern; and 
 

 the matter must have a scale of impact on provincial jurisdiction that is 
reconcilable with the fundamental distribution of legislative power under the 
Constitution. 

In Zellerbach, the court found that marine pollution was a matter of national concern 

to Canada as a whole and required federal oversight. The finding in favour of the 

federal government in that case was predicated largely on the fact that the Ocean 
Dumping Control Act (the “Ocean Act”) limited the scope of the federal government’s 

oversight powers to marine pollution. Fresh-water sources (which were deemed to be 
within the jurisdictions of the provinces) were left outside the ambit of the Ocean Act. 

Ultimately, the court in Zellerbach ruled that legislation must clearly carve-out the 

issue in question from issues within the jurisdiction of provincial legislatures to qualify 
as a matter of national concern. 

The federal government has argued that the pith and substance of the Act is limited to 

addressing the cumulative dimensions of greenhouse gas emissions, which inherently 
affect Canada on a national level and consequently cannot be sufficiently addressed by 

the individual provinces. Accordingly, the Act satisfies the Zellerbach indicia of a 

national concern insofar as it is single, distinctive. At their respective courts of appeal, 
Ontario and Saskatchewan argued that the schemes put forth by the Act are 

unconstitutional because it grants the federal government the power to infringe on 
provincial powers to regulate matters relating to property and civil rights by giving the 

federal government the power to regulate industrial operations and commercial 

transactions within provinces. Ontario further argued that provinces have the ability 
to limit greenhouse gas emissions without federal oversight, as evidenced by the 

province’s near 22% decline in emissions from 2005 levels, as of 2016. According to 
Ontario the Act represents an unnecessary extension of federal jurisdiction. 

Alternatively, Saskatchewan argued that the charges imposed by the Act were 

unconstitutional as they amount to an invalid form of taxation. Both courts of appeal 
ultimately sided with the federal government, affirming that greenhouse gas emissions 

are a new and distinct matter and amount to a national concern requiring federal 
legislation. 

In Ontario, the court reasoned that the environment is an area of shared constitutional 

responsibility that requires a balanced effort from all levels of government. The court 
further reasoned that the carbon pricing scheme implemented by the Act provided 

sufficient room for the provinces to legislate concurrently. As written, the Act serves 

as a back-stop affording the provinces the opportunity to legislate above and beyond 
the minimum standards set by the federal government. 
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The Saskatchewan the court of appeal found that the charges imposed by the Act were 
legal because they did not raise revenue for general purposes (as a tax would), and 

instead, sought to increase the price of emitting carbon to mitigate greenhouse gas 
emissions. Contrary to the decisions in Ontario and Saskatchewan, the Alberta Court 

of Appeal found the Act to be unconstitutional. That court reasoned that the Act would 

result in a shift in the constitutional balance of power that would result in the federal 
government having a direct impact on vital industries within the province such as 

natural resources and electricity generation.The court warned that this expanded 
power could allow for unlimited reach by the federal government into other provincial 

jurisdictions moving forward. The SCC heard the appeals of the decisions from 

Ontario, Saskatchewan and Alberta on September 22 and 23, 2020. The provinces of 
British Columbia, Manitoba, New Brunswick, and Quebec joined the proceedings as 

interveners. The SCC reserved judgement after hearing the appeals and, to date, has 
not rendered a decision. We will continue to monitor the development of this case and 

will return with a commentary on the judgment of the SCC when it is rendered in the 

near future. 

Source: lexicology.com; 26 November 2020 

 

BEACHED WHALES, DOLPHINS ON US 

COAST HAD HIGH LEVELS OF POLLUTANTS, 

HEAVY METALS 
-  Cypress Hansen 

 

Marine mammals stranded on beaches in the southeastern US died with high levels of 

pollutants stored in their organs and blubber, researchers reported recently in 

Frontiers in Marine Science. “Marine mammals are like a litmus test for the 

ecosystem,” said lead author Annie Page-Karjian, clinical veterinarian at Harbor 
Branch Oceanographic Institute, Florida Atlantic University. “Looking at them and the 

toxins they’re exposed to gives us a snapshot of what is happening in the marine 

environment.” 

 

Thousands of chemicals from households, farms and factories quietly enter the ocean 

every day. Some readily absorb onto bits of another common pollutant: plastic. When 
mistaken for food by small animals like plankton and anchovies, plastic enters the food 

chain – along with the chemicals it soaked up. While the amount of toxins eaten by 

one anchovy is minuscule, most marine mammals are apex predators, eating hundreds 

of fish, squid or krill each day. Through a process called bioaccumulation, small 

amounts of ingested toxins concentrate in carnivores over time, compromising their 

immune systems and bodily functions. 
 

The researchers collected autopsy data from 83 toothed whales and dolphins that 

washed up in Florida and North Carolina between 2012 and 2018. They examined 46 

bottlenose dolphins (Tursiops truncatus), 21 pygmy sperm whales (Kogia breviceps), 

https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=317de79b-efd7-47d2-91bc-8379a8985bd5
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and small numbers of animals from nine other species. The team screened liver and 
blubber samples for heavy metals like mercury, lead and arsenic. They also checked 

for Triclosan, an antibiotic used in dozens of household products; Atrazine, an 

herbicide used on corn and sugarcane fields; and a handful of plasticising chemicals 

such as BPA and NPE, found in countless products from food containers to clothing. 

 

“We found some of the highest mercury concentrations that have ever been reported 
in any living thing anywhere, ever,” Page-Karjian told Mongabay. Two bottlenose 

dolphins found stranded in Waves, North Carolina, and North Palm Beach, Florida, 

had more than 1,400 micrograms of mercury per gram of tissue (1,400 parts per 

million) in their livers. Just 10 parts per million of mercury can cause neurological 

damage in human fetuses. Besides toxins in their tissues, every animal had a number 

of physical maladies including kidney deterioration, thyroid tumors and chronic liver 

disease. “A lot of these [ailments] can be caused by stranding or shock, but they can 
also be caused by toxin exposure,” said Page-Karjian. Veterinarians traditionally 

record pathological data during autopsies, but they don’t usually test for toxins. The 

authors believe there’s value in looking at both. Even if the toxins aren’t the direct 

cause of death, explained Page-Karjian, they “could have led to the animal’s demise.” 

 

However, it’s difficult to prove that the pollutants killed the animals, said Kathleen 
Colegrove, a clinical professor of zoological pathology at the University of Illinois. “The 

authors did a great job in really trying not to make that jump,” she told Mongabay. One 

species included in the six-year project, the Gervais’ beaked whale (Mesoplodon 

europaeus), is so elusive only a few people have ever seen them alive. “[This study] had 

three species of beaked whales, which is amazing because those animals rarely strand,” 

said Colegrove, who was not involved in the study. 
 

Many offshore species like the Gervais’ beaked whale spend their lives thousands of 

kilometres from shore, foraging thousands of meters underwater. And yet, evidence 

shows they contain potentially lethal levels of industrial chemicals, suggesting the 

hazards of ocean pollution reach farther than we thought. The study is an effective first 

step toward broadening our understanding of chemical contamination in offshore 
species, Colegrove said. She added that the report “will set up future studies to take a 

finer-tuned look” at how pollution affects some of the ocean’s least-studied mammals. 

 

Cypress Hansen (@pollenplankton) is a graduate student in the Science 

Communication Program at the University of California, Santa Cruz. 

 
Source: The Wire; 27 November 2020 

 

LEADING THE CHARGE AGAINST MARINE 

POLLUTION 
- Leda Cunningham & Zack Greenberg 

 

https://science.thewire.in/environment/beached-whales-dolphins-us-coast-high-levels-pollutants-heavy-metals/
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Eromosele Abiodun highlights efforts by the Nigerian Maritime Administration and 
Safety Agency, African Marine Environment Sustainability Initiative, and United 

Nations Environment Programme to tackle marine pollution, which is a major 
obstacle to Nigeria’s quest for blue economy. Following global economic turmoil and 

the increase call for governments across Africa to diversify their economies, there has 

been a steady rise across Africa in the attention given to the responsible use of the 
oceans to contribute to economic development. Experts believe the opportunities 

around Africa’s blue economies are enormous with significant potential to create jobs 
and improve livelihoods. Africa’s vast coastline hosts a maritime industry estimated at 

$1 trillion per year and this is only scratching the surface. Africa has 38 coastal states 

and a number of island states like Cape Verde, Sao Tomé and Principe, Mauritius, 
Seychelles and the Comoros. Collectively African coastal and island states encompass 

vast ocean territories of an estimated 13 million km². The Seychelles, for example, has 
1.3 million square kms of ocean territory that remains largely underdeveloped. 

Somalia has the longest coastline in Africa (approximately 3 000 km) and claims ocean 

territory stretching about 120 km off shore. 

But what is often missing in debates are issues of governance and security. Five themes 
are particularly important to ensure both: safety and security, rule of law and 

transparency, respect for human rights, sustainable economic opportunity and human 
development. Experts believe many African countries are failing to ensure safe and 

secure conditions for those working and living off the oceans. Tracts of the sea off East, 

West and North Africa are often labelled lawless. Illegal fishing, sea piracy and armed 
robbery, drug and human smuggling have assumed staggering proportions. Capping 

this is the rise in illegal migration. For this to change, experts said diverse actors need 
to start cooperating across national boundaries to secure and use ocean territories. It 

has become common knowledge that individual states can do little on their own. The 

solution of cooperation is simple but difficult to sell to a critical mass of African 
governments that are often suspicious of collective agendas. 

Failure to ensure that ocean territories are secure promotes ungoverned spaces, which 

criminals exploit. At worst, neglected maritime spaces benefit insurgents and 
terrorists as is obvious in Libya, Somalia and Nigeria. Africa has had to contend with 

three volatile oceanic regions where criminality makes it impossible for countries to 
realise the potential of their oceans. These are the Horn of Africa, the Gulf of Guinea 

and the waters of the Mediterranean to the north of Libya. A common denominator in 

the three hubs is that countries on these coasts have failed to make the areas safe. This 
has opened the door to criminal actors. 

Marine pollution 

But the greatest danger now is the alarming rate of marine pollution. Experts believe 

the health of marine ecosystem is on the decline as a result of anthropogenic waste 
that is discharged into coastal or marine environments, resulting from the human 

activities on land or at sea. They therefore warned that it is very critical that 

governments, global businesses and political leaders recognise the growing threats 
and urgently act to restore the marine environment to healthy state for economic 

development of Africa. Last week, Maritime expert and founder of the African Marine 
Environment Sustainability Initiative (AFMESI), Dr. Felicia Mogo, called on Nigeria 

and other African countries to urgent tackle marine pollution so as to realise their blue 
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economy ambition. Mogo made this call during the second AFMESI symposium 
themed: “Marine pollution prevention and control towards blue economy,” held in 

Lagos. Noting that pollution was one of the major limiting factors to the blue economy 
in Africa, Mogo also encouraged African countries to unify their positions and make 

contributions on the issue to the global regulatory bodies such as the International 

Maritime Organisation (IMO). 

“The BASEL Convention is a global convention that advocates for preventing 
transboundary movements of hazardous waste, among others. For example, a country 

may claim to have the resources to manage this and it is investigated but some others, 
especially African nations may go for it because of poverty and lack of understanding. 

They take such waste and dump it in the oceans and seas; eventually, these end up as 

very toxic substances,” he said. Mogo, a former Director of Marine Environment 
Management at the Nigerian Maritime Administration and Safety Agency (NIMASA), 

also called for more advocacies among African nations, their producing companies as 
well as communities in coastal areas. 

“When country A is signatory to a convention and country B that is the neighbour is 

not; it simply means you can dump that toxic material in my backyard, via the ocean. 
Nevertheless, the ocean does not know any political boundary; it’s a problem for 

everyone. “To address this as a continent, we should have one voice when we are 

defending or when we are negotiating or getting into this kind of convention on the 
global level. This problem of pollution is harming food production, destroying 

biodiversity and eroding the economic gains that should have been generated from the 
sector,” she posited. Also speaking at the symposium, the Managing Director, Nigerian 

Bottling Company Limited and Chairman of Food and Beverage Recycling Alliance 

(FBRA), Mr. Matthieu Seguin, said that an alliance of with a shared concern for the 
environment has been formed adding that the alliance is collaborating with all 

stakeholders to build a sustainable recycling economy for food and beverage packaging 
waste. Seguin, who was represented by the Executive Secretary, FBRA, Agharese 

Onaghise, described the symposium as a great opportunity to reinforce commitment 

for a sustainable future, adding FBRA would partner with AFMESI to provide and 
implement lasting solutions to preventing and managing marine litters. 

“We believe in collaboration to address climate change concerns particularly as it 

concerns packaging waste and its effects in our land and marine space. As part of 
FBRA’s commitment to the marine clean up to promote climate change, FBRA signed 

a Memorandum of Understanding with Lagos State Government for a 3-year period to 

support the State program to clean up and prevent waste pollution and other 
packaging waste on inland waterways of Lagos. FBRA also purchased and provided 6 

boats for this purpose, ” he said. On his part, the Convener of the annual Oil Trading 
and Logistics Africa Downstream Exhibition and Conference, Mr. Emeka Akabogu, 

stressed that it is high time to itemize deliberate actions that need to be taken and 

initiate actions to realize the potentials in the blue economy. His words: “We should 
begin to focus on how to translate the blue economy gains from the good theoretical 

realm into actionable terms to generate revenue. In the space of the last four years, 
there has been so much talk about the blue economy and its numerous potentials, thus, 

we must be able to translate this advocacy into businesses that benefit every 

Nigerians.” Akabogu, who is on the Advisory Board of AFMESI and an Honourary 
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Secretary of the Nigerian Maritime Law Association (NMLA), also reassured that 
addressing the menace of pollution would steer Nigeria in the right direction to 

harness the gains of a blue economy. 

Marine litter 

According to the Environmental Law Institute (ELI) for the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP), plastics constitute about 95 per cent of marine 

litter found on coastlines, sea surface and the ocean floor. Also, an estimated 4.8 

million to 12.7 million metric tonnes of plastic entered the ocean from land-based 
sources in 2010, and about 8 million metric tonnes has entered the oceans each year 

since then. It is estimated that between 1.15 million and 2.41 million metric tons of 
plastic trash currently flow from rivers into the oceans every year. The top 20 polluting 

rivers were mostly located in Asia and account for 67 per cent of the global total. 

Shipping, fishing, aquaculture, tourism and recreation are directly affected by plastic 
pollution. Marine plastic pollution is estimated to cause at least $13 billion annually in 

economic losses. 

In the same vein, a recent Greenpeace report found that the West African region loses 
about $2 billion to illegal fishing. “Most African countries are keenly aware of both the 

ocean’s potential as well as the threats to this potential. A number of initiatives point 
to this. These include: the African Union’s 2012 Integrated Maritime Strategy 2050 

which recognises and encourages the importance of African countries paying greater 

attention to their maritime interests and the recently agreed Lomé Charter – a 
continental effort to encourage and coordinate efforts by African states to attend to 

maritime security, safety and development,” the report stated. 

Others the report said are: “the Yaoundé Code of Conduct for West Africa which maps 
out an inter-regional set of responsibility zones to oversee and facilitate responses to 

growing criminality in the Gulf of Guinea and an increase in the presence of 

international naval capabilities off the Horn of Africa to stem the piracy tide off 
Somalia. This was complemented by the Djibouti Code of Conduct that enabled East 

African intervention to counter piracy threats. The code has been extended to include 
other maritime crimes. “At national level the Seychelles’ government has set the tone 

with its explicit focus on the importance of the blue economy. A National Blue 

Economy Roadmap aims to advance economic diversification, unlock investments and 
address food security. Although the approach taken by the Seychelles seems obvious 

given its dependence on the surrounding oceans, the connection is just as important 
for Africa’s other 38 coastal states.” South Africa, the report pointed out, runs a host 

of maritime initiatives to tap into the blue economy. “The country recently adopted a 

policy – called Operation Phakisa aimed at four priority areas: marine transport and 
manufacturing, offshore oil and gas exploration, aquaculture and marine protection 

services,” it stated. 

AAMA Initiative 

Meanwhile, the Association of African Maritime Administrations (AAMA) is 
responding to these challenges by putting the crisis on the front burner. Last year 33 

African maritime administrators under the auspices of AAMA gathered in Sharm El 
Sheikh, Egypt to chart a new course on how to protect African marine environment. 

The theme of the conference was “Protecting the African Marine Environment so 
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Support Sustainable Development.” The representatives of the following member 
administrations attended the conference: Mauritania, South Sudan, Cameroon, 

Ethiopia, Mozambique, Sao Tome & Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Seychelles, 
Somalia, South Africa, United Republic of Tanzania, Togo, Uganda, Ghana, Cote 

D’Ivoire, Comoros, Cape Verde, Djibouti, Benin, DR Congo, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, 

Guinea Bissau, Liberia, Kenya, Guinea, Libya and Nigeria. Speaking at the conference, 
Chairman of the African Union (AU) and President of Rwanda, Paul Kagame called on 

African government to put measures in place to protect Africa’s rich marine resource 
and the environment because the continent already losses a whooping $42 billion 

(N15.12 trillion) annually to the devastating effect of climate change. 

Represented by the African Union Permanent Representative at the League of Arab 

States, Bouzahar Abdel Hamid, he said Africa must urgently take advantage of its 
maritime resource to grow its economy and ensure sustainable development. He said: 

“The theme of the 2018 Association of African Maritime Administrators (AAMA) 
conference, “Protecting Africa’s Marine Environment,” is apt considering that Africa 

loses a whooping $42 billion annually as a result of the devastating effect of climate 

change on its marine environment. The African Union Commission places importance 
on the blue economy as an option for the development of the African economy. The 

blue economy has been described as the new frontline of Africa’s renaissance. It is for 
that reason that the AU is working towards it being a cartelist of the growth of the 

African economy. “Moreover, by including maritime issues in the African agenda 

2063, the AU commission has made a commitment to ensure that the blue economy 
remain a pillar of the drive to ensure that the African continent achieve its aspiration 

of sustained economic growth and development. Furthermore, it is our aspiration that 
by 2063 Africa should have the necessary infrastructures to support the expected 

growth of the maritime sector. The infrastructures should include high speed rail 

network, roads, shipping lines, sea and airports as well as advanced Information and 
Communications Technology and the digital economy. The African Heads of State and 

Governments have demonstrated a clear commitment that this becomes a reality, 
hence the signing of the African Continental Free Trade earlier this year.” 

Learning from Singapore 

Also speaking at the conference, the Chief Executive of Maritime and Port Authority 

of Singapore, Mr. Andrew Tan, called on African governments to make strategic 
investment in container port infrastructure. 

“The strategic investment in container port infrastructure made by our founding 

leaders became the early foundation of Singapore’s economic growth story. It gave 

Singapore the first-mover advantage to ride the global wave of containerisation and 
subsequently to capture other growth opportunities in tandem with global 

developments. “Our long-term commitment to port infrastructure development 
continues to be a work-in-progress today. Following Tanjong Pagar, we continued to 

expand the City Terminals in Keppel and Brani (these are names of locations in 

Singapore). By the 1990s, we started construction of the Pasir Panjang Terminal. The 
construction of the Pasir Panjang Terminal is carried out in four phases. Pasir Panjang 

Terminal Phases 3 and 4 were completed earlier this year, bringing our total container 
handling capacity to 50 million TEUs,” he said. 
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Source: thisdaylive.com; 27 November 2020 
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GEOPOLITICS 
 

INDIA MUST SEIZE THE NEW STRATEGIC 

POSSIBILITIES WITH THE GULF 
- C. Raja Mohan 

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar’s visit to Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates 

this week is a good moment to reflect on the structural changes taking place in the Gulf 
and the region’s growing influence in the Indian Ocean. One of the contributions of 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s foreign policy over the last six and a half years has 
been to elevate the Gulf and the Indian Ocean in India’s strategic priorities. For 

decades, India’s mercantilism saw the Gulf as a source of oil and a destination for 

labour exports. Delhi’s narrow bureaucratic approach to the Gulf was incapable of a 
political engagement with the region’s interests. Although the Gulf kingdoms were 

eager to build strong and independent political ties with Delhi without a reference to 
Islamabad, Delhi viewed them through the prism of Pakistan. Over the last few years, 

Delhi’s mercantilism has morphed into a strategic embrace. Modi’s personal outreach 

to the Gulf rulers has helped crack open immense possibilities for political and 
strategic cooperation. But India has barely come to terms with the significant rise of 

“Khaleeji” or Gulf capitalism. 

The Indian elite has long viewed the Gulf as a collection of extractive petro-states run 
by conservative feudatories. Delhi needs to get real and recognise the impressive 

structure of finance capital built on the massive accumulation of oil revenues over the 
last few decades. 

Adam Hanieh, a scholar based in London’s School of Oriental and African Studies, has 

developed the concept of “Khaleeji Capitalism” by tracking the rise of large 

conglomerates and sovereign wealth funds in the Gulf that today dominate several 
regional sectors — from banking and finance to infrastructure and logistics, from 

agribusiness and real estate to retail to telecom. The growing financial clout of the Gulf 
has also begun to translate into expansive geopolitical influence in the Middle East and 

the Indian Ocean. During the last six years, India’s perspectives on the Western Indian 

Ocean too have changed. Delhi’s traditional focus was riveted on Mauritius and the 
large Indian diaspora there. Modi’s visit to Mauritius and Seychelles in March 2015 

saw the articulation of a long-overdue Indian Ocean policy and an acknowledgement 
of the strategic significance of the island states. Since then, South Block has brought 

Madagascar and Comoros along with Mauritius and Seychelles into the Indian Ocean 

Division. India also unveiled a maritime strategic partnership with France, a resident 
and influential power in the Western Indian Ocean. Earlier this year, Delhi became an 

observer at the Indian Ocean Commission — the regional grouping that brings 
France’s island territory of Reunion together with Comoros, Madagascar, Mauritius, 

and Seychelles. India has also become an observer to the Djibouti Code of Conduct — 
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a regional framework for cooperation against piracy between the states of the Gulf, the 
Horn of Africa and East Africa. During his visit to the Gulf, Jaishankar’s task is five-

fold. First is the immediate need to shield India’s interests in the post-pandemic 
turbulence that is enveloping the region. The threat to the region’s economic stability 

is real, and as the Gulf considers cutting back on foreign labour, Delhi would want to 

make sure its workers in the region are insulated. The UAE alone hosts nearly three 
million Indian expatriates. Delhi is also eager to improve the working conditions of its 

large labour force — close to eight million — in the Gulf. 

Second is to focus on the new and long-term possibilities for economic cooperation 
with the Gulf, which is looking at a future beyond oil. The Gulf states have embarked 

on massive economic diversification and are investing in a variety of new projects 

including renewable energy, higher education, technological innovation, smart cities, 
and space commerce. Delhi must get its businesses to focus on the range of new 

opportunities in the Gulf. 

India also needs to tap into the full possibilities of Gulf capital for its own economic 
development. The big gap between the investments that the Gulf is ready to offer and 

India’s ability to absorb needs to be reduced. When PM Modi travelled to UAE in 2015, 
Abu Dhabi committed to invest $75 billion in India. Delhi is a long distance away from 

facilitating that scale of investments. 

Third, the Gulf’s financial power is increasingly translating into political influence and 

the ability to shape the broader political narrative in the Middle East. The influence 
has been manifest in their successful transformation of the debate on Arab relations 

with Israel. Jaishankar will be all ears in the UAE and Bahrain, which have normalised 
relations with Tel Aviv earlier this year and are laying the basis for a massive economic 

and technological engagement with Israel. 

Fourth, less noted in India but equally significant is the growing ability of the Gulf to 

influence regional conflicts from Afghanistan to Lebanon and from Libya to Somalia. 
Khaleeji capital’s new weight in the Indian Ocean is reflected in several ways. The Gulf 

today delivers economic and security assistance to friendly states, builds ports and 
infrastructure, acquires military bases and brokers peace between warring parties and 

states. The UAE currently chairs the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) and has 

been eager to work with India in developing joint infrastructure projects. Delhi needs 
to bring scale and depth to its regional initiatives on connectivity and security in the 

Indian Ocean. The UAE is a natural choice for it.  

Fifth, Delhi pays insufficient attention to the significant reforms unfolding in the Gulf 
that seek to reduce the heavy hand of religion on social life, expand the rights of 

women, widen religious freedoms, promote tolerance, and develop a national identity 
that is not tied exclusively to religion. The UAE has been the leader in this regard. 

Earlier this month, the UAE announced a series of legal changes that make the 

Emirates an attractive destination for foreign workers. The reforms include the 
decriminalisation of alcohol use, permission for cohabitation among unmarried 

couples, criminalisation of honour crimes against women, and the institution of long-
term visas. 

These reforms can be seen as an inevitable consequence of the rise of Khaleeji 

capitalism that cannot be sustained in a restrictive religious framework. Meanwhile, 
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the pandemic and the shifting global currents have added unprecedented urgency to 
reinventing the Gulf economies. Delhi has long seen the Gulf as the source of extremist 

religious ideology that destabilised the Subcontinent and beyond. India now has every 
reason to support the Gulf rulers who are trying to reverse course and promote 

political and social moderation at home and in the region. As it seeks to recalibrate 

India’s ties with the Gulf, the real challenge for South Block is to get the rest of the 
Indian establishment to discard outdated perceptions of the Gulf and seize the new 

strategic possibilities with the region. 

This article first appeared in the print edition on November 24, 2020 under the title 
‘Time to bridge the Gulf’. The writer is director, Institute of South Asian Studies, 

National University of Singapore and contributing editor on international affairs for 

The Indian Express. 

Source: indianexpress.com; 24 November 2020 

  

THE FUTURE OF QUAD GROUPING 
- Ashish Dangwal 

With the ever changing dynamics of geopolitics in Eastern Hemisphere, the 
consolidation of QUAD countries in recent time presents a considerable window to 

wane the influence of China in the region. On Oct 6, the foreign ministers from four 

QUAD countries met in Tokyo and expressed their views to maintain the Free & Open 
Indo-Pacific. Amid all the chaos and disturbance in the world, where most of the 

meeting and submit held virtually, foreign ministers from Japan, the USA, India and 
Australia met in person. This was a significant step as it was the second ministerial 

meeting among these countries. In 2017, during the ASEAN summits, the four leaders 

from these countries discussed the plans to revive the Quadrilateral alliance. The 
continuous growing threat from Beijing is becoming a major concern for all these 

nations. Where one side the USA and Australia are on the receiving end of Trade war 
with China, On the other hand, India and Japan has their territorial disputes with 

Beijing. 

The obvious focus of the recent meeting was China, the constant muscles flexing of the 

PLA Navy has been one of the major threat for the regional economic and security 
architecture. These four countries emphasized on the rule-based order, US Secretary 

of State Michael R Pompeo targeted China and asked for better collaboration with in 
the 4 countries to safeguard everyone’s right from Chinese aggressive policies. From 

last 2 years, there was a pattern of collaboration among these four nations in the 

regions. In 2019, India and Japan jointly signed a port deal with Sri Lanka for the 
development of East container Terminal at the Port of Colombo. This Step was a big 

leap to project the QUAD countries economic collaboration. Soon in July 2019, India 
and Myanmar signed an MOU to increase their partnership in the military ties in the 

fields of training, joint surveillance, maritime security etc. The current meeting will 

surely enhance the better partnership among these nations. 

Security Architecture In the region 

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/india-gulf-nations-relations-trade-crude-oil-jaishankar-visit-7062948/
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India announced the participation of Australia in the Malabar exercise, and a sharp 
reaction came from the Chinese side. India has already inked the military logistic pact 

with the US, France, South Korea, Singapore, Japan& Australia. But these are not only 
four countries having an interest in Indo-Pacific, recently Germany has announced to 

send a warship to patrol in the Indian ocean. This shows the growing importance of 

Indo-pacific in the future. In recent time, south Asia is becoming a playground for the 
major nations not only militarily but also economically. The QUAD plus countries 

which also includes New Zealand, South Korea and Vietnam. The cooperation among 
these nations continuously evolving day by day, These nations are already helping each 

other in the health sector for the better management to counter COVID. Covid 

situation raised a lot newer problems in front of India, with this regard Indian 
Government asked for the coordinated response for the new challenges in between of 

coronavirus and stressed upon better management of supply chains and access of 
vaccine. 

Beyond the Military Ties 

Economic ties between the QUAD members and Beijing will tell you how strong and 

deep Chinese investment has its roots in some of the prime sectors. Australia can be 
present as a key example, where Chinese investment can be seen from infrastructure 

projects to even national politics. Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian 

said that China bore no responsibility for the sharp downturn in the economic ties 
between two countries. Though recently Both countries signed the RCEP agreement 

but the normalcy in relations will not be there any soon. QUAD countries need to 
understand the better collaboration should also be there in the economic sense also. 

The recent skirmish between Indian & Chinese security forces has changed Delhi’s 

perspective and made Indian policymakers to look out for other alternatives even in 
the technological domain. As every country has its different perspectives regarding 

Indo-Pacific, Japan’s strategy complements the rule-based order and promotes 
maintaining of regional order. With the ageing population, Japan focused more on 

promoting economic ties and securing its islands from any kind of threats. 

The Future 

Strategically the importance of the recent meeting can be seen through the addition of 

Australia in the Malabar exercise, Which will change the security dynamics of the 
region. Though the importance of the regional partners to maintain the rule based 

order will have a long way to go. Everyone was looking towards the USA’s election 
result for the future of QUAD. As President-Elect of the USA and India’s Prime 

Minister talked over the phone and soon Biden stated that his priority is to secure a 

Free and Open Indo-Pacific. Though the future of QUAD will be blurred if these 
nations will not able to cooperate in economic terms. In the last few years, Washington 

is struggling to maintain its regional hegemon in the region because of the economic 
constraint. USA’s attempt to pass down its responsibility to regional stakeholders can 

be seen through the whole QUAD block formation, where one side USA wants to 

formalize this block in order to maintain its superiority in the region and to restrain 
Bejing. On the other hand, India’s & Japan’s perspectives are poles apart from the 

USA’s version. These countries refrain themselves to name China directly and 
described this grouping as to maintain the regional order. The understanding between 

each nation in the formal platform cannot be described as one and will take many years 



Making Waves 

23-29 Nov 2020       
 

                                                                                    

36                                                                                                                                                
 

to form a proper economic bubble. Which will be serving as a genuine platform 
mechanism in order to keep free, open and inclusive Indo-Pacific. The deadly clashes 

between Indian and Chinese forces worked as a reactant for more cooperative 
behaviour between the four countries. China’s Continuous interference in the internal 

affairs of Australia made this nation to grow their defence forces budget, which shows 

their growing concerns over Chinese authoritarianism. Even after so many ups and 
downs in the QUAD proper functioning, these countries also have to face the change 

of government in their respective. The success of QUAD will depend on the 
collaboration between like minded nations which will not work on to contain any 

particular country but will propose some kind of opportunities and chances for every 

member state benefits. 

Source: moderndiplomacy.eu; 24 November 2020 

 

AUSTRALIA AND CHINA: IT’S COMPLICATED 
- Katie Howe 

In 2012, on the 40th anniversary of diplomatic relations with China, Australia’s first 

ambassador to Beijing reflected on the growth potential in the relationship. Dr. 
Stephen Fitzgerald stated that Australia needed to think about its relationship with 

China beyond economics, to develop a multidimensional perspective. “Engaging 
through many channels and at many levels will help us get the access and clarity of 

voice we need,” said Fitzgerald at the time. “That’s what a mature relationship would 

look like and a good political relationship depends on maintaining that intensity of 
contact.” Throughout 2020, the Australian government’s inability to develop that 

relationship has contributed to the deterioration of relations between Canberra and 
Beijing – to the extent that a number of former prime ministers, foreign ministers, and 

ambassadors to China have publicly expressed concern over the lack of government-

to-government engagement. The Morrison government’s central focus on the 
economic aspects of its relationship with China stands in sharp contrast to the nuanced 

relations it has developed with other regional partners like Japan, South Korea, and 
Indonesia. This inability to communicate with and understand Australia’s largest two-

way trading partner has severely impacted export businesses, particularly those that 

cater to China’s economic transition to consumption-led growth. 

A litany of regulations, inspections, and new tariffs have resulted in fresh produce 

exports such as lobsters and cherries rotting on the docks as they remain unclaimed at 

entry ports throughout China. To seasoned China watchers, these activities have the 
dual purpose of conveying Beijing’s concern over the relationship and activating the 

Australian business community as lobbyists. China’s response to the decline in 
bilateral relations has been tactical, delivered progressively across specific import 

categories and supported by official comments in state media outlets. The premier 

commodities of the trade relationship remain untouched – notably the A$80 billion 
worth of iron ore that Australia exports to China annually. Fortescue Metals Group has 

reinforced its existing relationships with Chinese partners and shareholders, in 
addition to signing agreements with new buyers. BHP CEO Mike Henry recently 

addressed the China Development Forum in Beijing, noting the company’s long-term 

https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2020/11/24/the-future-of-quad-grouping/
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commitment to the country. “China has become [our] most important trade partner, 
our largest market, and an increasingly significant supplier of goods and services,” 

Henry said in his speech. “Given the strength and speed of its economic recovery from 
[COVID-19], China is in a unique position to contribute to the world’s path back from 

the pandemic.” 

Australia’s China Legacy 

Australia established diplomatic relations with the People’s Republic of China in 1972. 

To date, Australia remains the only Western country to have elected a Mandarin-
speaking head of government, former diplomat Kevin Rudd. In 2020, the head of the 

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT), former ambassador to China 
Frances Adamson, is also a Mandarin speaker. In fact, the relationship that Fitzgerald 

aspired to almost a decade ago has kept trade and communication channels open 

during this period of tension. Over the past five decades, Australia has successfully 
built four generations of China specialists ranging from expatriates and entrepreneurs 

to students and scientists. Some, like Rudd and Adamson, have even reached the upper 
echelons of political leadership. Despite Canberra’s diplomatic gaffes and even a 

controversial Senate hearing into issues facing the Chinese Australian community, 
relations with China have been consistently maintained through the broader scope of 

the relationship. A range of well-established channels and key influencers (often state 

premiers) have ensured ongoing bilateral communication and engagement. Bede 
Payne, the executive director of AustCham Shanghai, sees the relationship as more 

complex and resilient than how it is often depicted in mainstream media. “AustCham 
has operated in the China market for more than 25 years and many of our members 

have been here longer than that,” he commented. “Our people-to-people relationships 

are strong and won’t disappear overnight.” 

Current State of Play 

Australia ranks in China’s top 10 sources of principal imports. While iron ore, natural 
gas, coal, and gold make up the bulk of these (A$98 billion in 2018-19), service 

industries such as education and tourism (valued at A$16 billion in 2018-19) have 
become an important part of the trade relationship. Given that success in these 

industries requires a more sophisticated, bilingual understanding of the market, this 

area of growth has been led by the Chinese Australian business community. The 
greatest disruption experienced by these sectors has been travel restrictions and 

quarantine protocols caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Yet the relationship extends 
further than just these commodities. China is Australia’s largest market for a number 

of industries, such as wool (90 percent destined for China), barley (48 percent), and 

cotton (68 percent). Ninety percent of Australia’s top ten importing industries are 
within the manufacturing sector, producing items such as pharmaceuticals, scientific 

instruments, and surgical equipment destined for China. The two-way investment 
relationship exceeds a combined total of A$138 billion and Australia is one of the 

world’s strongest daigou (overseas personal shopper) markets. 

The recent expansion of these markets has diversified Australia’s economic 
relationship with China, increasing the range of industries engaged with the country. 

Service imports such as aged care and consumer items that cater to the middle class 

have increased the economic dependence of SMEs and family-owned businesses on 
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the health of the bilateral relationship – so much so that in August, Australia recorded 
its largest annual bilateral trade surplus of A$77.4 billion. This economic integration 

is so complex that, regardless of the country’s own political cycles, Australia’s growth 
and resilience relies upon its understanding of Beijing’s planned economy. For more 

than 50 years, the relationship has consisted of multiple trade, investment, 

collaborative research, and commercialization initiatives that have ensured Australia’s 
relevance to China’s key development goals. The latter include a healthy population, 

strong consumer market, increased renewable energy use, and a net-zero emissions 
economy by 2060. 

Many of these initiatives have remained untouched by the fluctuations of diplomatic 

relations and over the past 18 months many projects have been newly established or 

advanced. Payne says that despite diplomatic tensions, Australia’s national brand 
remains strong in the mainland. “Our reputation – for providing safe, reliable, high 

quality products – hasn’t changed at the consumer level,” he said. “Products in health, 
food, beverage and fresh produce will continue to be in demand.” 

Business as Usual for Key Initiatives 

The strength and complexity of the relationship rest upon a range of industry-led 

ventures operated at the state level of business and government. While the federal 
government is a Liberal/National coalition, 62 per cent of Australia’s states and 

territories are managed by Labor governments, which are strongly connected to China. 

One of the most engaged states is Western Australia, which has maintained a 
government office in Shanghai since 1996. Featuring an export-led economy that is 

heavily reliant on the agricultural and mining sectors, the state was recently praised in 
an opinion piece by China’s consul-general in Perth for its consistent support of trade 

and cultural exchange. In 2020, the Queensland government completed the first round 

of its Commercialization Partnership Program, placing local innovators into 
incubators across China. Designed to develop technology transfer and 

commercialization projects, the program concentrates on the agriculture, food 
processing, medical research, and renewable energy sectors. 

The Victorian government coordinates a range of programs through its China Strategy, 

which was introduced by Premier Daniel Andrews five years ago. It has also planned a 

range of infrastructure developments that will boost the state’s manufacturing sector 
by supporting China’s Belt and Road Initiative. Andrews has committed to traveling 

to China at least once every 12 months to maintain key relationships on the mainland. 
By contrast, the last Australian prime minister to visit China was Malcolm Turnbull in 

2016. Underpinning these projects and trade deals is Australia’s expatriate community 

in China, which includes multi-generational diplomats, trade emissaries, and 
entrepreneurs. Relations between the embassy, the Australian Chambers of 

Commerce, Austrade, and the expatriate business community have remained solid 
throughout 2020. These channels have also been utilized recently by Australia’s 

minister for trade, to reinforce the importance of the China market and engage directly 

with those on the ground. Payne points to the recent China International Import Expo 
(CIIE) as further evidence of the strength of the commercial relationship. Despite the 

travel and quarantine restrictions, Australia’s presence this year increased over 2019. 
“More than 180 Australian companies were in attendance as exhibitors,” he said from 
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Shanghai. “The mood was generally very positive and by the end of the expo a 
significant number of contracts and MOUs had been signed.” 

Looking Toward the Biden Era 

The U.S. election has provided opportunities for a reset in China relations for both the 

United States and Australia. Considering the well-documented impact that U.S. 
politics has on Australia’s own Capital Hill, it’s worth reflecting on the potential change 

that a Biden administration could deliver. President-elect Biden’s trade and business 

policies both acknowledge the need for improved relations with China. His forward 
economic strategy, which focuses on building small business, supporting 

entrepreneurs, investing in technology, and reinforcing the American manufacturing 
industry, implies a greater engagement with China. Most of his top trade advisors have 

emphasized the need to address the trade war impact on America’s farming and 

manufacturing industries. 

Biden’s foreign policy priorities – addressing greenhouse gas emissions, containing 

the coronavirus, promoting fair trade practices, developing international technology 

standards, and encouraging North Korea to dismantle its nuclear weapons program – 
also depend on a stronger relationship with Beijing. Long-time advisor and Biden’s 

reported secretary of state pick Antony Blinken noted at a U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
event in September that economically decoupling from China was “unrealistic and 

ultimately counter-productive.” The president-elect is also sensitive to the impact of 

anti-Chinese sentiment upon the U.S. electorate’s fastest-growing ethnic group, 
having consulted a number of community organizations prior to the election. Former 

National Security Advisor Thomas Donilon, a keen proponent of the Obama 
administration’s “pivot” to Asia and host of the 2013 summit between Barack Obama 

and Xi Jinping, is rumored to be Biden’s pick for ambassador to China. Australia’s 

effort to simultaneously maintain strong relations with the world’s leading creditor 
and the world’s largest debtor will continue to be a long-term challenge for economists, 

policymakers, and exporters. This month, Australia deftly handled both parties by 
renewing its support for the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue while committing to the 

world’s largest free trade deal, the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership. If 

this is any indication of its long-term economic and geopolitical approach to the 
region, the coming years should be quite interesting. 

*An earlier version of this article erroneously claimed Australia was the second 

Western nation to establish diplomatic relations with China. 

Source: thediplomat.com; 24 November 2020 
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