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MARITIME SECURITY 
 

MEA: TWO CARGO SHIPS WITH 39 INDIANS 

STRANDED IN CHINA WATERS 
India on Thursday said two cargo vessels with a total of 39 Indians on board have been 

on anchorage in Chinese waters as they were not allowed to unload their cargo though 
some other ships have managed to do so. “There is a considerable amount of stress on 

the crew members on account of this unprecedented situation,” Ministry of External 

Affairs spokesperson Anurag Srivastava said. Srivastava said bulk cargo vessel MV Jag 
Anand is on anchorage near Jingtang port in Hebei province of China since June 13 

and has 23 Indian sailors. Another vessel, MV Anastasia with 16 Indian nationals as 
its crew, is on anchorage near Caofeidian port in China since September 20, waiting 

for discharge of its cargo, he said at a media briefing. “Our Embassy in Beijing has been 

in constant touch with provincial and central government authorities in China, 
requesting that the ships be allowed to dock and/or the crew be allowed to be 

changed,” he said. Srivastava said the Chinese authorities have conveyed that crew 
change is not being permitted from the ports on account of coronavirus-related 

restrictions imposed by the local authorities. “We also understand, however, that some 

other ships, which arrived after Indian ship had arrived, have actually managed to 
discharge cargo and leave. The reasons for this are not clear,” he said, adding India has 

taken note of the Chinese foreign ministry’s statement on Wednesday about the 
provision of necessary facilitation and assistance. 

Source: Indian Express; 25 December 2020 

 

INDIAN, VIETNAMESE NAVIES HOLD 

PASSAGE EXERCISE IN SOUTH CHINA SEA 
- PTI 

An Indian Navy warship undertook a "passage exercise" with the Vietnamese Navy in 
the South China Sea as part of efforts to boost maritime cooperation between the two 

countries, an official statement said on Sunday. Indian naval ship INS Kiltan was sent 
to deliver relief material for flood-affected people in central Vietnam and it 

participated in the exercise on Saturday on its return journey, it said. The exercise has 

been conducted at a time when China has been expanding its military assertiveness in 
the South China Sea notwithstanding mounting global concerns and criticism. 

"Passage exercise PASSEX (carried out) between Indian Navy and Vietnam People's 

Navy on December 26, 2020. Reinforcing maritime interoperability and jointness," 
the Indian Navy tweeted on Sunday. INS Kiltan had arrived at the Nha Rhang port of 

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/two-ships-with-39-indians-on-board-not-yet-allowed-to-unload-cargo-by-china-india-7118883/
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Ho Chi Minh City last Thursday with 15 tonnes of relief materials for the flood-affected 
people of central Vietnam. 

The defence ministry had on Thursday said the ship would undertake a passage 

exercise with the Vietnam People's Navy in the South China Sea on its departure from 
Ho Chi Minh City. More than 230 people died in central Vietnam due to the floods that 

ravaged the region in October-November this year. Last Monday, Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi held a virtual summit with his Vietnamese counterpart Nguyen Xuan 
Phuc during which both the sides vowed to boost overall defence and security 

cooperation including in the maritime sphere. 

In the wake of growing military muscle-flexing by China in the South China Sea region, 
the two leaders specifically reaffirmed the importance of maintaining freedom of 

navigation and overflight in the South China Sea. The defence ministry had also said 

on Thursday that the disaster relief assistance sent by India to Vietnam is reflective of 
the deep people-to-people connection between the two friendly countries. It said the 

relief materials will be handed over to Vietnam's central steering committee for 
national disaster prevention and control. Vietnam, an important country of the ASEAN 

(Association of Southeast Asian Nations), has territorial disputes with China in the 
South China Sea region. 

India has oil exploration projects in the Vietnamese waters in the South China Sea. 

China claims sovereignty over all of the South China Sea, a huge source of 

hydrocarbons. However, several ASEAN member countries, including Vietnam, 
Philippines and Brunei, have made counterclaims. 

Source: The Week; 27 December 2020 

 

CHINA SAYS AIRCRAFT CARRIER GROUP ON 

WAY TO S. CHINA SEA FOR DRILLS 
- Reuters 

An aircraft carrier group led by China's newest carrier, the Shandong, has sailed 

through the Taiwan Strait on its way to routine drills in the South China Sea, China's 
navy said on Monday, after Taiwan mobilized its forces to monitor the trip. While it is 

not the first time China's carriers have passed close to Taiwan, it comes at a time of 
heightened tension between Taipei and Beijing, which claims the democratically ruled 

island as its territory. The Shandong carrier group sailed through the Taiwan Strait a 

day after a US warship transited the same waterway. China's military said it tailed the 
ship. 

China's navy said the Shandong and its accompanying ships had "smoothly" transited 

the sensitive and narrow Taiwan Strait on Sunday, heading for exercises in the South 
China Sea, where China has extensive and disputed territorial gains. The drills are part 

of "normal arrangements made in accordance with annual plans", it said. "In the 

future, we will continue to organize similar operations based on training needs." 
Taiwan's Defense Ministry said the Shandong was accompanied by four warships and 

https://www.theweek.in/news/world/2020/12/27/indian-vietnamese-navies-hold-passage-exercise-in-south-china-sea.html
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had set out from the northern Chinese port of Dalian on Thursday. Taiwan said it sent 
six warships and eight air force aircraft to "stand guard" and monitor the Chinese 

ships' movements. The Shandong is China's second carrier, and was formally 
commissioned almost exactly a year ago. Since then, it has successfully completed 

tasks such as carrier-based aircraft take-off and landing and use of its weapons, the 

Chinese navy said. "The combat capability of the formation system has been 
continuously improved in experimental training," it added, referring to the group of 

warships which accompany the Shandong. China has been working to hone its carrier 
operations, but has little experience compared to the United States, which has 

operated integrated carrier battle groups with multiple vessels for decades. 

Source: Jakarta Post; 21 December 2020 

 

1,469 PCG PERSONNEL DEPLOYED TO 

SECURE PORTS 
- Hanah Tabios 

The Philippine Coast Guard has deployed a total of 1,469 personnel in all ports 
nationwide as part of the Department of Transportation’s (DOTr) “Oplan Biyaheng 

Ayos: Pasko 2020.” CG personnel inspected 112 vessels and five motorbancas and 

monitored 1,706 outbound passengers and 1,145 inbound passengers to uphold 
maritime security and safety. It also assisted in the strict implementation of health 

protocols to promote public safety during the Christmas season amid the ongoing 
global health crisis.  Around 300 frontline PCG personnel were also deployed at the 

Ninoy Aquino International Airport (NAIA) in Pasay City to assist the repatriation of 

overseas Filipino workers (OFWs) four days before New Year.  The personnel helped 
in briefing and obtaining information from the repatriates, collecting swab samples, 

and assisting them to the designated quarantine hotels in Metro Manila. 

Source: Manila Bulletin; 27 December 2020 

 

TWO CHINESE SHIPS ILLEGALLY ENTER 

JAPAN’S TERRITORIAL WATERS 
Tokyo: Two Chinese ships have illegally entered the Japanese territorial waters near 
the disputed Senkaku Islands on Saturday. Japanese Coast Guard Service urged 

violators to leave the country's territorial waters. Citing NHK broadcaster, Sputnik 
reported that the incident occurred at 16:00 pm (07:00 GMT), with the Japanese Coast 

Guard Service urging violators to leave the country's territorial waters. This is despite 

Japanese Defence Minister Nobuo Kishi last week conveying to his Beijing counterpart 
Wei Fenghe about Tokyo's strong concerns over Beijing's regular attempts to 

unilaterally change the status quo by coercion. This is not the first case of illegally 
entering the country’s territorial waters. This year, Japan  has reported 24 cases of 

Chinese ships’ violation of its sea border, Sputnik said. China has been increasing its 

https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/12/21/china-says-aircraft-carrier-group-on-way-to-schina-sea-for-drills.html
https://mb.com.ph/2020/12/27/1469-pcg-personnel-deployed-to-secure-ports/
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maritime activates in both the South China Sea and East Sea. In October, two Chinese 
vessels stayed in the disputed waters for about 50 hours.  

Source: News Track Live; 27 December 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://english.newstracklive.com/news/two-chinese-ships-illegally-enter-japans-territorial-waters-sc57-nu272-ta272-1136929-1.html
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MARITIME FORCES 
 

USS JOHN S. MCCAIN TRAINS WITH 

FRENCH AND JAPANESE NAVIES IN THE 

PHILIPPINE SEA 
-  Caitlin Doornbos 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — The guided-missile destroyer USS John S. 
McCain last week practiced anti-submarine warfare with a French submarine and 

Japanese carrier in the Philippine Sea, according to a Navy statement Friday. France’s 
nuclear-powered submarine FS Emeraude and support and assistance vessel FS Seine, 

along with Japan’s helicopter destroyer JS Hyuga, practiced anti-submarine warfare 

tactics with the McCain, “strengthening cooperative efforts to support maritime 
security in the Indo-Pacific,” according to the Navy. 

While the Navy frequently trains with the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force, “it is a 

rare opportunity for U.S. Navy maritime forces to conduct operations with their 
French Navy counterparts in the 7th Fleet area of operations,” according to the 

statement. The exercise further demonstrated “the breadth, depth and value of our 

network of allies and partners,” McCain skipper Cmdr. Ryan T. Easterday said in the 
statement. The sub and its tender paid a port call at Guam Naval Base in late 

November, according the Naval News website. The 241-foot-long Emeraude, 
commissioned in 1988, has a crew of 70, according to the Seaforces-online.org website. 

McCain weapons officer Lt. Ryan Mati in the statement said the opportunity to work 

with a partner nation’s submarine enhanced the crews “tactical mindset” and allowed 
them to “execute some of the best training in this warfare area.” Anti-submarine 

warfare is a cornerstone in surface Navy operations, Mati said in the statement. “This 
exercise not only allow(ed) us to continue strengthening our warfighting readiness 

with a long-standing ally, it’ll also impart a unique experience for the crew.” 

It was the first time Japanese naval forces had exercised with the Emeraude, the Escort 
Division 3 commander, Capt. Hamasaki Shingo, said in the statement. “Agile and 

advanced anti-submarine capabilities utilizing shipboard aircraft are an essential part 

of our maritime operations,” Shingo said in the statement. “This trilateral exercise with 
the United States Navy and the French Navy not only develops tactical skills but also 

contributes to a ‘free and open Indo-Pacific’ based on the rule of law and freedom of 
navigation.” Shingo added that the Japanese naval forces would “continue to pursue 

the opportunities to conduct an exercise with our partner navies.” The three nations 

plan further exercises on land and at sea in May, according to Reuters news service 
Dec. 6. According to Reuters, Adm. Pierre Vandier, chief of staff of the French navy, 

told the Sankei newspaper that France shares U.S. and Japanese concerns over 
Chinese ambitions in the South and East China seas. “This is a message aimed at 
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China,” Vandier was quoted as saying about the May exercises. “This is a message 
about multi-lateral partnerships and the freedom of passage.” 

Source: Stars and Stripes; 21 December 2020 

 

NAVY SELECTS KOA LANI JV FOR 

POTENTIAL $854M MISSILE RANGE 

OPERATIONS SUPPORT CONTRACT 
- Matthew Nelson 

 

The Koa Lani joint venture has won a potential 10-year, $854M contract to help the 
U.S. Navy manage the Pacific Missile Range Facility in Hawaii. The service branch 

received three offers for the indefinite-delivery/indefinite-quantity contract through 
an 8(a) small business set-aside competition and will obligate $20M at the time of 

award, subject to funding availability, the Department of Defense said Friday. Work is 

scheduled to initially conclude in December 2025 and will extend through 2030 if the 
option is exercised. 

 
According to the Navy, PMRF Banking Sands can simultaneously host surface, 

subsurface, air, and space operations. The installation covers 42K square miles of 

controlled airspace and more than 1.1K square miles of instrumented underwater 
range. 

 
Source: govconwire.com; 21 December 2020 

 

 

INDIA-AUSTRALIA BOOST DEFENCE 

COOPERATION AMID FROSTY RELATION 

WITH CHINA 

- PTI 

Melbourne: India-Australia relations touched a new level with both the countries 

elevating their ties to a "comprehensive strategic partnership", signing key agreements 
including a landmark pact for reciprocal access to military bases against the backdrop 

of their frosty relations with China. Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison, who 
had to cancel his trip to India in January, 2020 due to the devastating bushfire season 

in his country, complemented his Indian counterpart Narendra Modi for playing an 

"important part" in "stabilising" the strategic Indo-Pacific region during the difficult 
times when they held their first virtual bilateral summit in June. India and Australia, 

against the backdrop of their frosty relations with China, unveiled a ''shared vision for 
maritime cooperation in the Indo-Pacific'', a region which has been witnessing 

https://www.stripes.com/news/pacific/uss-john-s-mccain-trains-with-french-and-japanese-navies-in-the-philippine-sea-1.655975
https://www.govconwire.com/2020/12/navy-selects-koa-lani-jv-for-potential-854m-missile-range-operations-support-contract/
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growing Chinese military assertiveness triggering concerns among major players. 
There has been strain in ties between Australia and China after Canberra pitched for 

an international probe into the origin of the coronavirus pandemic which is believed 
to have started in China's Wuhan city in December 2019. India and Australia, during 

the virtual bilateral summit between PM Modi and Scott Morrison in June, decided to 

upgrade their 2+2 dialogue featuring their foreign and defence secretaries to the 
ministerial level, sign the Mutual Logistics Support Agreement (MLSA) and another 

pact on cooperation in the field of mining and rare earth minerals. The MLSA will 
allow militaries of the two countries to use each other's bases for repair and 

replenishment of supplies besides facilitating scaling up of overall defence 

cooperation. India has already signed similar agreements with the US, France and 
Singapore. 

India has been relying heavily on China for critical minerals and the agreement will 

pave way to source them from Australia, which has one of the largest reserves of 
strategic minerals. The two countries, which elevated their ties to a "comprehensive 

strategic partnership" also vowed to deepen navy-to-navy cooperation, noting that 

they have a shared interest in promoting maritime security and safety in the Indo-
Pacific region. They also called for an early adoption of the Comprehensive Convention 

on International Terrorism (CCIT). India proposed a draft document on the CCIT at 
the UN in 1986 but it has not been implemented as there is no unanimity on the 

definition of terrorism among the member states. In another landmark in ties, India 

in October announced that Australia will join the Malabar exercise which effectively 
means that all the four member countries of the 'Quad' or Quadrilateral coalition will 

be participating in the mega drill. The US and Japan are the other countries that 
participate in the annual exercise. India's decision to heed to Australia's request to be 

part of the mega naval drill had come in the midst of growing strain in ties with China 

over the border row in eastern Ladakh. 

China has been suspicious about the purpose of the Malabar exercise as it feels that 

the annual war game is an effort to contain its influence in the Indo-Pacific region. The 

Malabar exercise started in 1992 as a bilateral drill between the Indian Navy and the 
US Navy in the Indian Ocean. Japan became a permanent participant in the exercise 

in 2015. China claims sovereignty over all of the South China Sea. But Vietnam, 
Malaysia, the Philippines, Brunei and Taiwan have counter claims. In the East China 

Sea, Beijing has territorial disputes with Japan. In November, in his video address to 

the Bengaluru Tech Summit, the Australian Prime Minister said his country plans to 
take bilateral ties with India to new heights by working together in frontier 

technologies. According to Australia-India Business Council Victoria President 
Ravneet Pahwa, despite the coronavirus pandemic, Australia-India relations in 2020 

continued to see an upward swing, even though a vast business potential still awaits 

them. India is among Australia's top-tier trading partners with two-way trade worth 
30 billion Australian dollars ($22.8 billion) last year as compared to the two-way trade 

with China which sits at over 200 billion dollars. Both the countries have failed to 
conclude a free trade agreement, first mooted almost a decade ago in 2011. The Indian 

expatriates, who are around 700,000, emerged as one of the largest communities 

making a positive impact in the society with their contributions and services during 
the trying times. 



Making Waves 

21 – 27 Dec 2020       
 

                                                                                    

10                                                                                                                                                
 

Over 38,000 Indians became Australian citizens in 2019-2020, a 60 per cent increase, 
the largest number if expatriates to acquire the citizenship. Indians have also earned 

a distinction of being Australia's fastest growing inbound tourists. Nishant Kashikar, 
Country Manager - India & Gulf, Tourism Australia said, ''Due to the mutual affinity 

for cricket shared by both India and Australia, as demonstrated during each tour 

undertaken by the Indian cricket team, we realised the tremendous opportunity that 
rested within the sporting event and the India market." Cricket as a sport is immensely 

popular in both the countries and their rivalries on the ground draw huge attention 
around the world. The Indian cricket team is currently in Australia as part of the world 

test championship. 

Source: NDTV; 27 December 2020 

 

LOTHAL TO LETHAL: THE JOURNEY OF 

INDIA’S NAVY 

- Prashant Handu 

India was, is and will always be a maritime nation. The oceans are an integral part of 
her mythology and history, and find repeated mention in the Mahabharata and the 

Vedas. While the Indian Navy has been the guardian of India’s maritime bounty for 

over seven decades, this Navy is not a new entity—rather, it is a culmination, as well 
as resurgence, of a sea-faring tradition, which harks back to ancient times. The 

inhabitants of Indus Valley, from whom India derives her name, traded with 
Mesopotamia and the Greco-Roman empires many millennia ago. Intrepid Harappan 

engineers also built the world’s first tidal dock for sea-going vessels at Lothal (2400 

BC). Incidentally, India’s National Maritime Heritage Museum is now being built at 
Lothal, presently located at Saragwala village, Dholka taluka of Ahmedabad district; a 

fitting tribute not only to the navies of ancient India, but indeed, of the entire world. 
Before colonisation set India back, Indian kingdoms were dominant thalassocracies 

(Cholas, 900-1300 AD) and the subcontinent was a thriving sea-trade hub. However, 

threat of invasion from the north required large armies, which led to a gradual decline 
of India’s sea-power. This period also coincided with the arrival of foreign seafaring 

nations to India’s shores in the 15th century, resulting in India’s colonisation for many 
centuries. 

The Indian Navy has today come a long way from what it was at India’s Independence, 

and has transformed into a multi-dimensional, highly capable, blue-water force, ready 

to address threats and challenges in the maritime domain. 

INDIA IN THE INDIAN OCEAN 

The Indian Ocean covers nearly a quarter of the world’s oceanic surface and its waters 

lap the shores of over 40 nations, constituting one-third of the world’s population. 

Further, half of all global shipping and nearly three-quarters of all oil trade transits 
through this Ocean—there are an average of 12,000-13,000 ships transiting within this 

vast expanse at any given time. Although smaller than the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans, 
the Indian Ocean has witnessed resurgence and its unfolding dynamics will now be a 

https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/india-australia-boost-defence-cooperation-amid-frosty-relation-with-china-2344193
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crucial factor in 21st century geopolitics. While the rise of India is a significant geo-
political driver, it is India’s engagement with the Indian Ocean that will define India’s 

trajectory in the coming decades. The Indian Navy, as India’s lead maritime agency, is 
therefore poised to play a significant role to shape the destiny of the nation, and 

indeed, of the entire region. 

INDIA’S MARITIME OUTLOOK 

A study of India’s maritime history reveals that her civilisational connect with the rest 

of the world was essentially effected through the medium of the oceans. Today, the 
drivers of modern India’s maritime outlook are a unique and advantageous geography, 

need for sustained economic growth, dynamic geo-strategic environment, need to 
ensure safety and security of SLOCs (Sea Lines of Communication), and security of 

Indian investments and other interests overseas, including a large Indian diaspora. 

India’s relationship with her neighbours and finally the threats to national security, 
both traditional and non-traditional, as also internal and external, are the key 

contributors towards shaping her maritime outlook. India also has overwhelming 
reliance on the oceans for external trade and sustaining its energy needs. This 

dependence on the oceans for sustaining growth necessitates that the Navy ensure 
uninterrupted pursuit of economic activities, which in turn requires peace, security 

and stability in the maritime domain. 

ROLES OF INDIAN NAVY 

The Indian Navy has four classical roles, namely military, diplomatic, constabulary 

and benign, with their associated objectives, missions and tasks, to attain the final aim 
which is to “safeguard India’s national maritime interests at all times”. 

Thanks to the vision of its perspicacious forbearers, today’s Indian Navy has acquired 

adequate capability to meet all challenges in its primary and secondary areas of 
interest. Here, it is pertinent to mention that a mere bean count of any Navy’s total 

number of ships, either by net tonnage or number of ships, is only a partial metric of 
its capability. Comparisons of numbers of ships or platforms of competing Navies do 

not account for their core missions, area of operations, cultural ethos and national 

responsibilities, which can significantly affect combat potential. India’s central 
position astride the main International Shipping Lanes (ISLs) also accords distinct 

advantages in respect of force, space and time, critical factors for maritime operations. 
The outer fringes of the Indian Ocean and most chokepoints are almost equidistant 

from India, thereby facilitating reach, sustenance and mobility of the Navy’s forces, 

across the region. Navies also have to operate wherever the national and maritime 
interests of the country demand. Using organic and cooperative capabilities, the 

Indian Navy has developed the capability for extended reach and sustenance away 
from own shores, thus ensuring security of energy and trade, which is its prime 

responsibility. 

Although traditional threats are the raison d’etre of the Navy, in recent years, non-

traditional security threats such as terrorism, piracy, robbery, IUU fishing (Illegal, 
Unreported and Unregulated), human/arms/drugs trafficking etc., have necessitated 

the Indian Navy to adapt and create fresh paradigms for maritime security. Towards 
this, the Navy transitioned to Mission Based Deployments in 2017, which has 

facilitated deployment of mission-ready ships and aircraft to maintain near 
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continuous presence in critical shipping lanes and chokepoints. Additionally, post 
26/11, the Indian Navy has also been made responsible for overall maritime, coastal 

and offshore security of the nation, a mandate being fulfilled on 24×7 basis in synergy 
with over 20 other government agencies. 

NAVAL DIPLOMACY 

Ancient India’s naval diplomacy is recorded by Greek historian Megasthenes, who in 

his seminal work Indika, mentions that Ashoka the Great (250 BC) may have used the 

Mauryan navy for some part of the journey of his diplomatic missions to Greece, Syria, 
Egypt, Cyrene (Libya), Macedonia, Epirus and the Malay peninsula. Over four 

millennia later, under Hon’ble Prime Minister’s vision of Security And Growth for All 
in the Region (SAGAR), India’s Navy continues to assist friendly maritime nations in 

capacity building and also undertaking flag-showing visits to friendly countries 

(Indian Navy’s warships have visited over 100 countries since Independence). Further, 
given that oceans are considered as global commons, national interests of India and 

like-minded nations often converge. This gives rise to multifarious cooperative 
engagements to harness resources, process information and jointly execute missions 

to achieve a common end-state. The Indian Navy today conducts maritime operations 
and exercises with nearly 30 nations, such as the recently concluded Malabar-2020 

with Australia, Japan and the United States. Further, the Navy has also conducted two 

International Fleet Reviews in 2001 and 2016, which have greatly enhanced India’s 
stature as a global maritime power. The spirit of adventure infused by the sea-breeze 

of the Indian Ocean has led fearless personnel of the Indian Navy from the heights of 
Mount Everest to the depths of the oceans. In a tribute to India’s ancient mariners, an 

all-female crew of Naval officers brought laurels to the nation in 2018 by undertaking 

Navika Sagar Parikrama, using a sail-vessel to circumnavigate the globe, sailing 
40,000 kilometres in 254 days across three oceans. 

There has also been a higher incidence of natural disasters and regional instabilities 

over the past few decades, necessitating increased deployment of the Indian Navy for 
Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) operations such as 2004 

Tsunami (Maldives, Sri Lanka, Indonesia), Op Neer (water assistance to Maldives in 

2014), Op Sahayta (Mozambique floods, 2019), UNWFP escort (Somalia, 2018-2020), 
Mission SAGAR I&II (COVID-19 assistance to IOR and African countries) and Non-

Combatant Evacuation Operations (NEO) such as Op Sukoon (Beirut, 2006) Op Rahat 
(Yemen, 2015) Op Samudra Setu (COVID-19 related repatriation of 3992 citizens from 

Maldives, Sri Lanka and Iran, 2020). 

RISING TIDE LIFTS ALL 

The nation’s first indigenously built warship (INS Ajay, 1961) put the Indian Navy on 
the path of Indigenisation. Today the Navy remains at the forefront of the nation’s 

indigenisation efforts and Atma Nirbhar Bharat through close association with 

defence PSUs and private industry, developing capabilities in emerging cyber and 
space domains, and leapfrogging the technology curve by investing in artificial 

intelligence, big data and directed energy weapons. Maritime Domain Awareness, 
battle-space transparency and connectivity is facilitated by a slew of high-tech 

measures ranging from satellites to networked sensors. As on date, more than 130 

warships of the Indian Navy have been constructed at Indian shipyards, saving 
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precious foreign exchange and ploughing back its budget to boost the local economy. 
Presently, over 40 ships and submarines are on order from public and private sector 

Indian shipyards and the nation will soon have an aircraft carrier built to its own 
design—a capability which only a handful of countries can boast of. In the coming 

years, the Navy is likely to induct an aircraft carrier, stealth destroyers and frigates, 

submarines, diving support vessels, survey vessels, ASW craft, amphibious ships, 
Dornier aircraft, ALH and Chetak helicopters constructed in India; while additional 

state-of-the-art P8I aircraft, multi-role helicopters and HALE RPAs are being 
procured from overseas. 

LOTHAL TO LETHAL 

Today, Indian Navy is the pre-eminent stabilising force in the Indian Ocean, and is 

likely to remain so in the coming decades. The Navy operates a wide range of cutting-

edge platforms bristling with state-of-the-art weapons and sensors and has nearly six 
decades’ experience of operating aircraft carriers, including undertaking carrier-borne 

combat operations over East Pakistan in 1971. As one of only six Navies operating 
nuclear submarines, the Navy completes the nation’s nuclear triad, providing strategic 

deterrence and second-strike capability. Given its professionalism and prominence in 
the Indian Ocean, many major Navies see the benefit of associating and exercising with 

the Indian Navy for mutual learning, which is in itself an acknowledgement of the 

Navy’s global standards. As India takes steady steps towards reacquiring its rightful 
place in the world order, the nation has rightly understood that “to be secure on land, 

we must be supreme at sea”. It is, therefore, imperative not only for mariners, but for 
all Indian citizens, descendants of an ancient sea-faring civilization, to understand 

nuances of our vast maritime domain, its unique sets of challenges and opportunities, 

and the key role it will play in determining our destiny in the 21st century. Ancient 
mariners of Harappa would today, over four millennia later, indeed be proud to 

witness the transformation of India’s Navy from Lothal to Lethal. 

Captain Prashant Handu is a serving Indian Naval Officer presently posted at Naval 
Headquarters, New Delhi. He has a keen interest in nautical antiquity. The contents 

of this article are the personal views of the author and do not represent official 

position of the Indian Navy or the Government of India. 

Source: Sunday Guardian Live; 27 December 2020 

 

 

MYANMAR COMMISSIONS SUBMARINE 

GIFTED BY INDIA 
- Sandeep Unnithan 

Myanmar on Saturday inducted into its navy a submarine it received from India, which 

of late stepped up its maritime security cooperation with its neighbours as well as other 
nations in the Indo-Pacific region amid growing belligerence of China. 

https://www.sundayguardianlive.com/news/lothal-lethal-journey-indias-navy
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The INS Sindhuvir, a Kilo-class submarine of the Indian Navy, has been renamed as 
the UMS Minye Theinkhathu. It was commissioned by the Myanmar Navy on the 

occasion of its 73rd anniversary. It is the first submarine to be acquired by the 
Myanmar Navy. India handed over the INS Sindhuvir to Myanmar three years after 

China provided two submarines to Bangladesh in 2017. The INS Sindhuvir was in 

service of the Indian Navy since 1988. It was refitted by Hindustan Shipyard before 
being handed over to the Myanmar Navy earlier this year. The Indian Navy also made 

arrangements for the personnel of the Myanmar Navy to operate the submarine.  

New Delhi’s envoy to Nay Pyi Taw, Saurabh Kumar, was present at the ceremony that 
marked the formal commissioning of the submarine by the Myanmar Navy along with 

six other vessels. A spokesperson of the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) in New 

Delhi earlier said that India had gifted the submarine to Myanmar in accordance with 
its vision of ‘SAGAR’ or ‘Security and Growth for All in the Region’ and its commitment 

to build capacities and self-reliance in all our neighbouring countries.  India gifted the 
submarine to Myanmar amid a continuing stand-off between its armed forces and the 

Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA) in eastern Ladakh. The stand-off took the 

relations between New Delhi and Beijing to a new low and prompted the Indian Navy 
to respond to Chinese PLA Navy’s increasing forays in the Indian Ocean. India also 

moved to step up its maritime security cooperation with neighbouring Sri Lanka and 
the Maldives, in addition to bilateral and plurilateral naval drills with Japan, Australia 

and the United States – amid growing belligerence of China, not only in eastern 

Ladakh but also in the disputed waters of the South China Sea, the East China Sea and 
Taiwan Strait. 

Source: Deccan Herald; 26 December 2020 
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SHIPPING, PORTS AND 

OCEAN ECONOMY  
 

NO MORE LOSS OF CONTAINERS AT SEA WITH 

NEW VESSEL RESPONSE FORECASTING SYSTEM 
The number of containers shipped at sea has grown roughly tenfold over the past 

decades, and today’s container carrying capacity for the global container vessel fleet 
has surpassed 20 million TEU. The number of containers being transported by water 

is estimated to be 6 to 7 million at any given time. A marginal number of these 
containers never reach the destination port. Exact figures are difficult to assess, but 

the total number of containers lost at sea is estimated to be roughly 1,500 per year. 

Most of these losses are associated with major incidents where a large number of 
containers are lost in a single incident. However, for most incidents, just a small 

number of containers have fallen off the vessel. Containers lost at sea may have severe 
navigational safety consequences when left afloat at the sea surface or at the seafloor 

in shallow waters. Moreover, the environmental impact can be large especially when 

hazardous cargoes are transported. 

Historical incidents have led to a range of responses from the industry, and several 
preventive measures are implemented at the international level. Noticeable attention 

has been paid to container securing methods and measurement of container weights, 
where additional regulations are implemented to reduce the risks. Most of the 

container losses are associated with adverse weather conditions, usually in 

combination with other factors. If the ship is not moving in the waves, a container 
won’t fall off, but when the ship is exposed to rough weather, each individual container 

is subject to forces on the container and its lashings and can lead to failure of the 
lashing or the collapse of the structure of the container. In such conditions, even if a 

container is not lost at sea, the cargo inside the container might suffer considerable 

damage. Forces on a container are related to the mass and accelerations of the 
container. Mass or weight can be measured easily and won’t change during the voyage, 

but the accelerations vary constantly. We distinguish mainly between vertical 
components and lateral components of the loads and accelerations. In our context, 

vertical and lateral is relative to the vessel. Too high vertical loads may lead to 

structural failure of a container. Containers can withstand compressive and shear 
forces up to a certain designed limit. The container at the lowest tier has the largest 

risk to collapse due to these loads induced by the weight of containers on top of it. 

Lateral loads may lead to high forces in the lashings or container corner fittings and 
introduce the risk for the container to tip over if a lashing fails. Containers at the sides 
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and close to the bow or stern of the vessel are more exposed to this risk. The second 
derivative of roll motion with respect to time is the angular acceleration. The further 

away from the axis of rotation the container is, the larger the accelerations due to roll 
motion. Without coupling to other motions like sway and yaw, the axis of rotation is 

at the centre of gravity of the vessel. Acceleration is largest for the container at the 

highest tier and near the sides of the vessel. The direction of the acceleration is 
perpendicular to the plane defined by the axis of rotation and the position of the 

container. As a consequence, the container with the highest lateral load due to roll 
acceleration is at the highest tier and – depending on the distance to the centre of 

gravity – be at the centerline or at the side of the vessel. Loads due to roll acceleration 

are illustrated in Figure 1. Another contribution to the forces on the container is due 
to gravity. Gravity has a major impact on the vertical loads but also contribute to the 

lateral loads when the vessel is inclined. Vertical and lateral components of gravitation 
are depicted in Figure 2. Figure 1. Contribution to the loads on containers due to 

accelerations in pure roll motion, and their lateral and vertical components relative to 

the ship. 

The two contributions to the accelerations – gravity and roll acceleration – add up to 
the total acceleration exerted on the container. In the case of regular roll motion, both 

components vary over time and have their extremes for the lateral acceleration at the 
same moment in time. Containers at positions higher than the vessels centre of gravity 

will have the components amplified. The magnitude of the contribution from gravity 

is linear with the roll amplitude, but the magnitude of the contribution from roll 
acceleration is linear with the roll amplitude, and also square with the circular 

frequency and hence square with the period of roll motion. The situation becomes 
much more difficult to understand if motions in all six degrees of freedom are 

considered at the same time. Not just the motion amplitude is important but also the 

relative phase shift of the different motion components. Besides this, the behaviour of 
the vessel depends on the loading condition and in particular transverse stability. 

Accelerations are easy to measure with accelerometers. Velocity then follows from the 

integration of the acceleration over time. Further integration over time will lead to the 
motion of the vessel. If the accelerations are measured in all six degrees of motion – 

that is three translations and three rotations – and the structure of the vessel is rigid, 
then the acceleration and motion of every location on the vessel can be calculated from 

the measured accelerations. In reality, vessels are not rigid, and the vessels structure 

does bend due to the varying loads on the hull. Also, a limited measuring accuracy 
introduces uncertainty in the calculations. However, when accelerations are measured 

at a minimum of three locations well distributed over the vessel these limitations can 
be overcome. Measuring and monitoring the accelerations is called motion 

monitoring. Motion monitoring may be used as a basis to quantify the risk of losing 

containers due to excessive accelerations in the wave conditions at the time of 
measurement. 

Monitoring vessel motions make it possible to retrieve historical time series of 

accelerations for any location on board. This is valuable information when 
investigating an incident. This information is also useful during daily operations. Is 

the current situation still acceptable or critical for the containers and lashings? The 

real value for safe operation of the vessel comes when the vessel motions and 
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acceleration levels are predicted for the near future and considered when making 
decisions for the operation of the vessel. 

Weather forecasts include the wave conditions and are valuable information for the 

master to avoid unsafe conditions. Such information can help avoid sea areas where 
excessive vessel motions are likely to occur. However, the interpretation of a wave 

forecast with the aim to reduce the level of accelerations at the container locations is a 

task of too high complexity to do manually. Avoiding areas where the waves are the 
highest may not be effective if the distribution of wave periods and wave directions 

relative to the vessel have more impact on the acceleration levels than the height of the 
waves. Automation can help and translate the forecast wave conditions into forecast 

vessel motions. Knowledge of how the vessel responds to waves is essential to do this 

and theories have been developed to prepare such information with sufficient accuracy 
for onboard use. For ranges of wave directions, wave periods and wave heights in 

combination with a range in vessel speeds and loading conditions the response of the 
vessel in the waves is calculated and stored in a database. Vessel response forecasting 

is the automated process to translate the wave forecast into a forecast for the motions 

of the vessel. ABB Ability™ Marine Advisory System – OCTOPUS is ABB’s solution for 
onboard use where vessel response forecasting is embedded in the system. ABB 

Ability™ Marine Advisory System – OCTOPUS does provide information about the 
current situation, and also helps to identify the risks related to the motions when 

changing heading or changing the speed of the ship. An example of an onboard display 

is illustrated in Figure 3. Motions like roll and pitch are calculated for the full range of 
headings and ship speeds and are compared with a limit. Red areas indicate conditions 

where at least one of the given limits is exceeded. Amber areas indicate conditions 
where motions are acceptable, but close to the limit. 

Vessel response forecasting is an aid to decision-making for operations at sea and is 

common practice for complex offshore operations. Nowadays vessel response 
forecasting is also introduced in the container shipping industry with the aim to 

improve the safety of the vessel, its crew and the cargo. 

Source: Marine Insight; 24 December 2020 

 

CHINA'S FISHING FLEET HEADING FOR 

AUSTRALIA AMID TRADE WAR 
- Jamie Seidel 

 

Beijing's monster fishing fleet has long since stripped its own waters bare. Now it is 
aggressively prowling the Atlantic, Pacific and Indian Oceans for a catch. And it is 

coming to Australia. It grabs as much as it can. As fast as it can. Wherever it can. Not 
that there is anything entirely unusual about this. What makes China's fishing fleet 

different, however, is that the Communist Party officially sanctions its behaviour. It is 

organised and overseen by the Communist Party. And it's used to assert the territorial 
ambitions of the Communist Party. 

https://www.marineinsight.com/shipping-news/no-more-loss-of-containers-at-sea-with-new-vessel-response-forecasting-system/#:~:text=No%20More%20Loss%20Of%20Containers%20At%20Sea%20With%20New%20Vessel%20Response%20Forecasting%20System,-The%20number%20of&text=A%20marginal%20number%20of%20these,be%20roughly%201%2C500%20per%20year.
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It's also huge. 

"Helmsman" Xi Jinping – who recently adopted the honorific reserved for founder 
Mao Zedong – has urged his nation to "build bigger ships and venture even farther 

into the oceans and catch bigger fish". That they've done. It's now the world's largest 
fleet. Its operations span the globe. One count places the number of deepwater vessels 

at its disposal at 12,500. Beijing claims only 3000 boats operate in international 

waters. But the full extent of its operations came to light earlier this year when Global 
Fishing Watch released a study based on satellite data and tracking analysis. Whatever 

the number, the fleet has another use – diplomatic bludgeon. And Australia is 
currently Beijing's No. 1 whipping boy. 

Fish fight 

Australia's rock lobster industry is just one of many targets of Beijing's punitive 

economic acts. Now Australia's fishers are worried Beijing's fishing fleet may come for 
them: The site of a proposed new $218 million Chinese port is right in the middle of 

the Torres Strait rock lobster fishery. Foreign Minister Marise Payne was quick to 

reassure that Border Force vessels would monitor the region to enforce territorial 
boundaries and joint-fishing treaties. 

But if China claims the Papua New Guinea port gives it access to Australia's fisheries, 

that could cause problems. Former government foreign policy advisor Philip Citowicki 
says the proposed port is a demonstration of great-power wedge politics. "The reality 

is that it continues to seat PNG at the centre of a tug of war, where the presence of 

China's authoritarianism is increasingly imprinting itself on the fledgling democracies 
of the Pacific," he writes. "Rarely driven by altruism or regional responsibility, it places 

both the resources and security of the region at risk." It's not a new threat. In 2018, the 
Lowy Institute foresaw Beijing's fleet "may soon create new security headaches for 

Australia". "The impact of Chinese fishing has important strategic consequences for 

Australia's region in several ways," David Brewster wrote at the time. "There is a good 
chance that fishing will become a key locus of disputes and incidents involving China." 

Troubled waters 

Chile's navy is on alert. China's fishing fleet is currently off its shores. Some 400 vessels 

are operating in international waters. The Chilean navy says 11 have so far crossed into 
its Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). The unfolding drama is following a well-

established pattern. China's Ecuadorean embassy insists Beijing has a "zero tolerance" 
policy towards illegal fishing, yet few complaints are followed up. Fewer still are 

upheld. Centre for International Maritime Security (CIMSEC) Indo-Pacific analyst 

Blake Herzinger says international governments are starting to wake up to the damage 
done. "Globally, economic losses from illegal fishing are difficult to quantify, but there 

is little disagreement that the overall economic loss totals tens of billions of dollars 
yearly, encompassing lost tax revenue, onshore fishing industry jobs, and depletion of 

food supplies," he writes. The small South American nations of Chile, Colombia, 

Ecuador and Peru are worried their fisheries are in the process of being looted. In 
November they issued a joint statement asserting they would combine their limited 

resources "to prevent, discourage and jointly confront" any illegal fishing operations. 
They did not name China. But the presence of so many of China's large, modern fishing 

vessels off their shores is hard to miss. And this particular fleet has been the focus of 
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world attention since July when it was caught within the international marine reserve 
surrounding Ecuador's Galapagos Islands. Ecuador doesn't have the strength to 

enforce international law. And its government is heavily indebted to Beijing and 
struggling to pay back infrastructure loans. 

Strategic fishing fleet 

Beijing's fishing fleet is not just a commercial operation. It is a party-political one. It 

is organised as a militia. Key factory ships have Communist Party commissars 

watching over the captains and their operations. Selected crews are trained to work in 
concert with the People's Liberation Army Navy. In return, Beijing pays its fuel bill – 

the fishing fleet's single greatest expense. It's a massive subsidy that allows it to 
undercut its international competitors significantly. Some vessels do no fishing at all. 

Instead, their job is to monitor the active fleet, intimidate fishers of other nations, or 

simply sit provocatively inside another nation's territory. This makes them a 
diplomatic weapon, part of Beijing's determination to wage "hybrid war" – the use of 

every means available short of kinetic weaponry – to assert its will. They've recently 
been highly visible off the Philippines and Indonesia. Beijing's fishing militia also 

receives unprecedented military support. Wherever the fleet goes, armed coast guard 
ships usually follow – no matter how far from China's coast the fleet may be. And 

China's coast guard is not a civilian police force. The People's Liberation Army 

operates it. And that dramatically escalates the implications of any confrontation. 
Herzinger says international fishing regulations are being enforced – but only against 

weaker nations such as Cambodia, Thailand, the Philippines and Vietnam. China 
escapes criticism because of the power of its potential economic and at-sea backlash. 

The CIMSEC analyst argues the best response would be international sanctions: 

"Shipbuilders, exporters, fish processing, and equipment manufacturers supporting 
China's distant water fishing fleet should all be considered within the realm of 

possibility for sanction," he writes. "The prospect of collapse for a primary source of 
protein for more than 10 per cent of the world's population is worthy of attention." 

Hunger games 

China's 1.4 billion people love seafood – each reportedly consuming an average of 

37.8kg a year. That's some 38 per cent of the total annual worldwide catch. But 

Beijing's fishing fleet also sells huge quantities to markets such as the US, Europe and 
Australia. Exactly how much it takes from the oceans is unknown. The militia does not 

report its catch to international authorities. Only the Communist Party gets that data. 
It has a history, though. China's coastal waters have been fished to the point of 

destruction. Studies suggest only 15 per cent of the region's pre-1980s fish population 

survives. And yet, some 300,000 coastal fishing vessels continue to chase them down. 
And the destruction of crucial South China Sea spawning grounds through their 

conversion into artificial island fortresses hasn't helped the prospects of recovery. 
China's politically-controlled fleet is now operational worldwide. It also can be found 

among European and African vessels in the Atlantic Ocean off northwest Africa. 

But it's not just China. 

The UN's Food and Agriculture Organisation estimates 90 per cent of global 
commercial fish stocks are depleted. Now climate change is destroying environments, 

and "dead zones" of oxygen-depleted waters are expanding in the Arabian Sea and Bay 
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of Bengal. Up to one-third of the seafood catch imported into the US has been found 
to have inadequate documentation – indicating it has been illegally caught. "Much of 

that illegal catch comes from the exclusive economic zones of states such as Guinea, 
the Philippines, and North Korea that are impoverished and cannot exercise sufficient 

control of their maritime areas," Herzinger says. Beijing insists its fleets are innocent. 

And, besides, its wolf-warrior diplomats declare, the entire international fishing 
system is both chaotic and corrupt. Which means any attempt to single-out Beijing for 

criticism must have ulterior motives. 

Source: nzherald.co.nz; 20 December 2020 

 

DOT’S MARAD CUTS STEEL ON NEW 

NATIONAL SECURITY MULTI-MISSION 

VESSEL 
- Jon Gambrell 

 

The U.S. Department of Transportation’s Maritime Administration (MARAD) has 

launched a new era in maritime education with the cutting of steel for the new National 
Security Multi-Mission Vessel (NSMV) at Philly Shipyard Inc. This is the initial major 

construction milestone for the first purpose-built, state-of-the-art training vessel for 
America’s state maritime academies. In addition to providing world-class training for 

America’s future mariners, the NSMV will be available to support humanitarian 
assistance and disaster relief missions. “This new state-of-the-art modern school 

training ship will be a tremendous addition to the U. S. Flag fleet, be available to 

respond to disaster relief efforts, and support about 1,200 jobs in Philly Shipyard,” 
said U.S. Secretary of Transportation Elaine L. Chao. Construction of the NSMV will 

help recapitalize the nation’s maritime training fleet, strengthen America’s industrial 
base and directly support more than 1,200 shipyard jobs in Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania.  

“For more than a decade, MARAD has been working to make the NSMV a reality for 

America’s state maritime academy cadets who deserve state-of-the-art training ships,” 
added MARAD Administrator Mark H. Buzby. “Thanks to the strong bipartisan 

support that the NSMV has received in Congress and the leadership of Secretary Chao, 
this program will further advance excellence in American maritime education and 

reignite the jobs engine that is America’s shipyards.” In May 2019, MARAD awarded 

TOTE Services, LLC, a company involved in ship management, marine operations and 
vessel services, a contract to be the Vessel Construction Manager (VCM) for the NSMV 

program. This contract is an innovative approach to federal shipbuilding where the 
government benefits from commercial best practices for ship design and construction.  

In April 2020, TOTE Services awarded Philly Shipyard, Inc., the sole operating 

subsidiary of Philly Shipyard ASA, a contract to construct up to five NSMVs.  “TOTE 

Services is proud to have been awarded a contract by MARAD to be the vessel 
construction manager for this new, state-of-the-art training ship that will help provide 

https://www.nzherald.co.nz/world/chinas-fishing-fleet-heading-for-australia-amid-trade-war/S5DVWRRFTB2IPAYSB3S3KWHFLI/
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qualified officers to support the domestic maritime industry,” said TOTE Services 
President Jeff Dixon. “Each of us at TOTE Services is thrilled to be part of this historic 

investment in the U.S. maritime industry, and are working closely with MARAD and 
Philly Shipyard to advance this new class of vessel built by union labor in a U.S. 

shipyard with U.S.-made steel and U.S.-made engines.” TOTE Services is working with 

its design partners to deliver the first NSMV in early 2023. Steinar Nerbovik, Philly 
Shipyard President and CEO said: “This is a tremendous honor and recognition of our 

history of building high quality ships over the last 17 years.  This project begins a new 
chapter in our history, a new customer and the first in series, which is a challenge we 

are eager to meet.  I am confident that our workforce will deliver ships that the state 

academy cadets will be proud to sail for many years to come.” The NSMV program is 
an important investment in the U.S. shipbuilding industry, which supports nearly 

400,000 American jobs.  As part of the contract, Philly Shipyard will be working with 
domestic mills to supply steel for the vessels and U.S. manufacturers to provide key 

ship equipment. 

The NSMV will feature numerous instructional spaces, a full training bridge, and have 

space for up to 600 cadets to train in a first-rate maritime academic environment at 
sea. State maritime academies graduate more than half of all new officers each year—

the merchant mariners who help keep cargoes and our economy moving. Many also 
support U.S. national security by crewing military sealift vessels. In addition to being 

a state-of-the-art training and educational platform, the NSMV is a highly-functional 

national asset designed to fulfill numerous roles. Each ship will feature modern 
hospital facilities, a helicopter pad, and the ability to accommodate up to 1,000 people 

in times of humanitarian need. Adding to the NSMV’s capability, it will provide needed 
roll-on/roll-off and container storage capacity for use during disaster relief missions. 

TOTE Services has ordered the first two NSMVs and the President’s budget request for 

Fiscal Year 2021 includes sufficient funding for TOTE Services to order the third ship. 
Construction of the first two NSMVs will replace training ships at SUNY Maritime 

Academy and Massachusetts Maritime Academy, which are both more than 50 years 
old.  

Source: Homeland Security Today; 19 December 2020 

 

CHINA’S TRADE WAR WITH AUSTRALIA IS 

HAVING VERY REAL CONSEQUENCES FOR 

STRANDED SEAFARERS 
- ABC 

 
Intensifying trade tensions between China and Australia are now leaving seafarers in 

limbo, as dozens of ships remain stranded near the Chinese coast. Bulk carrier 

Anastasia sailed from Queensland’s Hay Point port on July 19, carrying about 90,000 
tonnes of Australian coal, according to the ship’s 2nd officer, Gaurav Singh. The ship 

— sailing under a Panamanian flag — is owned by the Mediterranean Shipping 
Company (MSC), a Swiss-Italian international shipping group. Anastasia arrived at 

https://www.hstoday.us/subject-matter-areas/transportation/dots-marad-cuts-steel-on-new-national-security-multi-mission-vessel/
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the Caofeidian port in north-east China on August 3, and has been moored in the 
nearby Bohai Bay ever since, because Chinese authorities prohibited it from offloading 

its cargo. Mr Singh told the ABC that 16 out of 18 crew members on Anastasia were 
from India, alongside a Filipino and a Russian. Mr Singh said MSC had been supplying 

food via Chinese agencies, but mental health issues, a lack of medical support, and a 

decline in drinking water quality were compounding their problems. “One of the crew 
members, his mind is not stable. He attempted suicide,” Mr Singh said. “Most of the 

guys, they are facing medical issues, because they’re between 50 and 60 years old. “The 
other guys have rashes because the water supplied from China was poor quality.” He 

said the crew’s isolation has been exacerbated by COVID-19 travel restrictions, which 

had forced them to stay onboard since joining the ship in November 2019. Since being 
stranded near the Chinese coast more than four months ago, the crew has not been 

contacted by any Government or organisation, according to Mr Singh. 

They’re now approaching media in India and Australia to find help. “We need to go 
home,” Mr Singh said. “We are living in isolation … We don’t know what the future is, 

we are frustrated and totally devastated.” MSC said the delay in getting the crew back 

on dry land was because the charterers have been exploring options to berth the vessel 
at other ports. In other words, the welfare of the ship’s crew is dependent on a third 

party, whose identity was not revealed by MSC. 

A spokesperson from MSC’s Australian headquarters in Fremantle said the company 
was “very concerned for the wellbeing of the seafarers onboard and is in contact with 

them”. “MSC has taken a number of steps to try to relieve the seafarers onboard the 
vessel where a change of crew is long overdue and urgently needed,” the spokesperson 

said. “MSC has proposed options for crew changes, but none have been approved so 

far.” What the Australian Government can do is very limited as well, as neither the ship 
nor the crews are Australian, and they are currently in Chinese waters. The Australian 

Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) said it had “no jurisdiction” regarding the 
Anastasia. “The ship operators are responsible for the ship, the cargo and crew on 

board in all respects,” an AMSA statement read. Meanwhile, Australian unions say 

they are powerless in this matter because nobody in the crew is a member of an 
applicable union. Mr Singh said they’ve approached the International Transport 

Workers’ Federation (ITF) for help. ITF issued an open letter last month, urging the 
governments of China, India and Australia “to collaborate and urgently end the 

stalemate around the berthing of the coal-carrying vessels in Chinese ports”. However, 

Mr Singh is not optimistic about the result. 

“The company and international organisations seem powerless in front of the Chinese 
Government,” he said. “The company is trying very hard, but they are helpless, they 

surrendered, because they are saying: ‘We can’t do anything in front of Chinese 
authorities'”. Mr Singh said they could not leave Chinese waters either, because they 

were warned by the importers of the coal and the charterers that the Chinese Navy and 

port authority may seize the ship and arrest the crew if they did so. The UN’s 
International Maritime Organisation (IMO) told the ABC it was aware of the seafarers’ 

concerns. “We engage with the relevant member states, including the flag state to make 
sure they are aware of the situation,” an IMO statement said. “IMO also engages with 

other relevant stakeholders, including trade organisations.” IMO did not specify what 

this engagement involved, or if the organisation has escalated the seafarers’ concerns 
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to relevant member states. About 21 nautical miles north-east of the Anastasia, there 
is another Indian bulk carrier, Jag Anand, which is also loaded with Australian coal 

and stuck off Bohai Bay. 

It has been stranded off the north-east Chinese coast since June, after its arrival at 
Jingtang Port. Last month, the spokesperson of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 

China (MOFA), Wang Wenbin, said China had never prevented the Jag Anand from 

leaving Chinese waters. “China has clear provisions regarding epidemic prevention 
and control at ports and quarantine requirements for sailors,” Mr Wang said. “The 

Chinese side has been providing convenience for the sailors involved while complying 
with these provisions.” He claimed that the vessel’s charterer didn’t want to adjust the 

ship’s journey due to “commercial interests”. Meanwhile, Chinese authorities 

including MOFA, the Maritime Safety Authority (MSA), and local government 
officials, have never discussed the plight of the Anastasia in previous statements. The 

ABC has also asked the MSA for comment. 

For now, Mr Singh and the crew can only count on international support, or hope the 
trade dispute between China and Australia can soon come to an end. Apart from 

approaching media, Mr Singh has started an online petition, which has garnered more 
than 44,000 signatures. Mr Singh told the ABC he and his colleagues simply wanted 

to reunite with their families, and did not want to be the collateral damage in a broader 

geopolitical dispute. “Of course it’s a big political issue, but Australia can at least have 
a dialogue with the Chinese authorities,” Mr Singh said. 

“We are not blaming Australia, we are not blaming China, we are just delivery guys, 

we haven’t made any mistakes. “Our job is to take the cargo from point A and deliver 
the cargo to point B. What is our fault?” It remains unclear what the next steps are for 

the crews, but Mr Singh has pleaded for the parties involved to show “humanity”. 

While the tension between China and Australia show no sign of abating, neither does 
it seem like there will be an imminent solution for the stranded crews. “Our families 

are waiting for us, what have we done? It’s not our cargo, it’s not our ship,” Mr Singh 
said. “It you want to have a trade war, at least leave us alone.” 

Source: Hellenic Shipping; 21 December 2020 
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MARINE ENVIRONMENT 
 

LESSONS FROM 2004 TSUNAMI RESPONSE 

IN COVID-19 ERA 
- Nilanthi Samaranayake 

Amid all the headlines about the COVID-19 pandemic, a notable development may 

have escaped the attention of observers. U.S. Deputy Secretary of State Stephen Biegun 
organized a conference call with close allies and partners to discuss the crisis and ways 

to coordinate their responses. The call featured senior officials from the Governments 

of India, Australia, Japan, South Korea, New Zealand and Vietnam. The participants 
planned to meet in weekly conference calls. Most of the populations in these countries 

are under lockdowns or stay-at-home orders. While the COVID-19 crisis continues to 
unfold, it is important to recall another time when the U.S. and its close allies and 

partners conferred intensely after another black swan event with tremendous 

transnational effects: the December 26, 2004, Indian Ocean tsunami. In the aftermath 
of an earthquake in the Indonesian archipelago, a tsunami swept through the region, 

killing more than 200,000 people, mostly in Indonesia, Sri Lanka and Thailand. 
Nations from around the world responded by providing disaster relief to the affected 

countries. The U.S. military conducted Operation Unified Assistance to deliver relief. 
The USNS Mercy, which is operating off the U.S. West Coast, was among the ships that 

participated in relief efforts. 

This episode illustrated the critical importance of diplomatic cooperation and 

operational coordination when the U.S. works with its treaty allies and strategic 
partners. The U.S., India, Australia and Japan formed an active coordination group 

known as the Tsunami Core Group, run by senior diplomats from the four countries. 
CNA examined this crisis response coordination, particularly between the U.S. and 

India, in a 2014 study, Improving U.S.-India HA/DR Coordination in the Indian 

Ocean. Sixteen years later, the COVID-19 crisis presents operational differences with 
the tsunami relief efforts. There is no critical infrastructure damage around which 

militaries can focus relief efforts. However, there are some similarities at the strategic 
level. All four governments have considerable stakes in how they address this crisis 

within their own borders and how they demonstrate leadership in planning their 

overseas responses. At present, all are summoning the power of their militaries in 
various ways. At the same time, all four are currently engaged in larger, strategic-level 

competition with China over the rules and norms in international politics and 
economy. Notably, Biegun’s conference call did not include a representative from 

China, the source of the outbreak. It is early to tell if we are witnessing the beginning 

of a “COVID Core Group.” While the pandemic advances, we will need to track how 
diplomatic cooperation develops and to what extent these nations will activate 

response forces such as militaries for international assistance. Still, a few lessons from 
the Tsunami Core Group cooperation are relevant to the COVID-19 crisis response. 
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First, after banding together to address a transnational, non-traditional security crisis, 
the Tsunami Core Group members moved on to traditional security cooperation based 

on shared geopolitical interests and threat perceptions. The group laid the foundation 
for the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue of the U.S., Japan, Australia and India. In 

particular, the tsunami response advanced U.S.-India strategic relations by providing 

an example of how the bilateral defense relationship could function in operations. At 
the height of cooperation under the Quad grouping in 2007, the four countries 

participated in a naval exercise called Malabar, which Beijing criticized as being 
focused on containing China. 

Although this grouping eventually dissolved due to differing threat perceptions of 

China, the Quad consultations have been resurrected in the past few years, at the 

ministerial level. In September 2019, Secretary of State Mike Pompeo met with 
counterparts from India, Australia and Japan. Will cooperation on the pandemic, 

another non-traditional security issue, intensify the geopolitical, traditional security 
cooperation between these democratic powers as they continue to view China’s rise 

with concern ?  The second takeaway from 2004 is that China was not a member of the 

Tsunami Core Group, nor did it provide significant relief assistance to affected 
countries. In 2004, however, China was not the economic and military powerhouse 

that it is today. Allies and partners coordinating on COVID-19 should consider 
opportunities to work with Beijing where useful. As Washington envisions a new era 

of great-power competition with China, there is room for cooperation between 

competitors as outlined in a recent CNA report and demonstrated in other non-
traditional security experiences such as counterpiracy in the Gulf of Aden and the 

search for Malaysia Airlines Flight 370. U.S.-China relations during the response to 
the pandemic will inform our understanding about the full spectrum of U.S. strategic 

options going forward in this era of great power competition. The third lesson from 

the Tsunami Core Group is the clear value of allies and partners to U.S. crisis response 
operations. In addition to the former Tsunami Core Group countries, Biegun’s call 

included South Korea, New Zealand and Vietnam. The weekly meeting so far appears 
to have a regional focus, but long-standing, global U.S. allies such as France and the 

U.K. should eventually be invited to participate. These countries are often conceived 

of in the transatlantic context, but they are close U.S. allies with global territories, 
responsibilities and operations. For its part, France is deploying two Mistral-class 

naval ships to the Caribbean and western Indian Ocean for COVID response under 
Operation Résilience. Meanwhile, the U.K. navy continues to maintain its overseas 

deployments and stands ready to deliver humanitarian assistance when requested. 

As Biegun continues his diplomatic efforts and as the State Department has 
announced financial assistance to global partners, the time is ripe for the U.S. military 

to follow this lead through coordinated operations with other countries. While 

policymakers are understandably focused on mitigating the domestic crisis, the U.S. 
will soon need to demonstrate its ability as the leading global power to deliver relief 

when requested overseas. Although the majority of confirmed COVID-19 cases and 
deaths are now in the advanced economies, the outbreak has worsened in developing 

countries, which could quickly become overwhelmed. At present, six Indian navy ships 

are reportedly on standby to deliver relief to neighboring countries when requested, 
and Indian military services are responding domestically. Given the unknown 

trajectory of the pandemic, U.S. military officials should begin discussions with allied 
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and partner counterparts such as India and France to explore options for coordinating 
operations. 

Nilanthi Samaranayake directs the Strategy and Policy Analysis program and 

studies non-traditional security issues affecting U.S. allies and partners globally. The 
views expressed are solely those of the author. (CNA) 

Source: Daily News; 26 December 2020 

 

MORE DAMS WOULD DEVASTATE THE AILING 

MEKONG RIVER 
- Daniel T Cross 

Once, not that long ago, the Mekong River in Southeast Asia was a formidable 

waterway. Navigating much of the 4,350km-long river was a real challenge. The 
Mekong, which originates in China and empties into the South China Sea in Vietnam 

after passing through four other countries, has been largely tamed. Worse: it has been 

badly diminished in its grandeur owing to a cascade of hydroelectric dams upstream. 
These dams, which number 11 in China and two in Laos, have wreaked irreversible 

damage to the once mighty waterway by fragmenting habitats and causing water levels 
to plunge to dangerous lows along long stretches of it downstream all the way to its 

delta in Vietnam. And yet more dams are in the works. Laos, a landlocked and 

impoverished nation, is planning to construct a new 684-megawatt dam at the cost of 
$2 billion with Chinese backing. Most of the electricity generated would be exported 

to neighboring Thailand, which already has a surplus of electricity to meet domestic 
demand. The government of Laos has yet to conduct an environmental assessment 

study of the dam’s impact on the river, but environmentalists have been warning that 

any new dams would deal a massive blow to already beleaguered riverine ecosystems. 

“Development projects, such as dam construction on the Mekong River and [its] 

tributaries to support a booming hydropower industry, are bringing great change to 

ecological, agricultural and cultural systems in this region,” Prof. Kenneth Olson, an 
American environmental scientist who has researched the topic, has warned. These 

dams “could cause irreversible and long-term ecological damage to a river that feeds 
millions of people,” Olson explained. 

In addition, new dams could push endangered aquatic species such as the Mekong 

giant catfish further to the brink of extinction. The catfish, which is the world’s largest 

freshwater fish that can grow to 3 meters and 350 kilograms, is endemic to the Mekong 
River, but is facing an increasingly hard time in its natural habitat. “It is now only 

found in the mainstream of the Lower Mekong in Myanmar, Lao PDR, Thailand, 
Cambodia and Vietnam. It used to be relatively common further north along the Thai-

Lao PDR border but is now extremely rare in this area,” the World Wide Fund for 

Nature (WWF) explains. “Scientists estimate that the total number of Mekong giant 
catfish have decreased by around 90% in the last decade. No population figures are 

available, and estimates of the decline are based on the fall in the number of specimens 

http://www.dailynews.lk/2020/12/26/features/237120/lessons-2004-tsunami-response-covid-19-era
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caught. Some experts believe there may only be a few hundred Mekong giant catfish 
surviving,” the WWF adds. 

Changes in the river’s traditional flow because of upstream dams have also impacted 

rice farmers and fishermen living alongside the river in six nations. “Water rises so fast 
and drops so fast because the water doesn’t flow naturally,” said Prayoon Saen-ae, an 

elderly fisherman who lives in a riverside community in northern Thailand. “It has a 

huge impact on us. It’s hard to catch any fish, and the fish cannot lay eggs.” Many locals 
in neighboring countries like Thailand and Cambodia want the latest hydroelectric 

dam project to be canceled, fearing that it would deal yet more harm to an already 
ailing river. The government of Laos, though, sees such dams as a way to relative 

prosperity by turning the mountainous, landlocked nation into “the battery of Asia.” 

“The villagers are aware of this dam,” notes Channarong Wongla, a member of the Rak 
Chiang Khan Conservation Group in northern Thailand, “but they just don’t know 

what to do about it.” 

Source: Sustainability Times; 21 December 2020 

 

UNDER PRESSURE FROM CLIMATE ACTIVISTS, 

WORLD’S LARGEST INSURANCE MARKET TO 

DITCH COAL, TAR SANDS, AND ARCTIC 

PROJECTS 
- Jessica Corbett 

Framing the move as “a reversal of its traditional hands-off approach to climate change 
strategy,” Reuters explained that “Lloyd’s acts as regulator for around 100 syndicate 

members, and leaves decisions on underwriting and investment strategy to them.” 
While welcoming the announcement—along with Llyod’s Environmental, Social, and 

Governance Report 2020—campaigners urged the market to ditch the fossil fuel 

industry on a more accelerated timeline, given warnings from scientists and world 
leaders about the necessity of an ambitious and urgent transition to a sustainable 

economy. 

“We welcome Lloyd’s new policy of no longer providing new insurance cover for coal-
fired power plants, thermal coal mines, oil sands, and new Arctic energy exploration 

as a step in the right direction,” said Lindsay Keenan, European coordinator for Insure 

Our Future, in a statement. “However, the policy should take effect now, not 2022.” 
“Additionally, the target date for Lloyd’s to phase out existing policies should be 

January 2021 for companies still developing new coal and tar sand projects,” she said. 
“Lloyd’s 2030 deadline is not justified by climate science and the urgent need for 

action. We will continue to hold Lloyd’s accountable until it has met these 

recommendations.” The new policies came after the Insure Our Future campaign 
released its fourth annual scorecard on the insurance industry, dirty energy, and the 

climate emergency—which called out Lloyd’s for underwriting and investing in fossil 
fuels, particularly coal. Lloyd’s chairman Bruce Carnegie-Brown told The Guardian 

https://www.sustainability-times.com/environmental-protection/more-dams-would-devastate-the-already-ailing-mekong-river/
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that “we want to align ourselves with the U.N. sustainability development goals and 
the principles in the Paris [climate] agreement,” but also defending the 2030 choice. 

“We want to try to support our customers in the transition and we don’t want to create 
cliff edges for them,” he said. “Oil is too fundamental an energy supply source for the 

world today and it would be impossible to get out of that without creating real 

dislocation to our customers. It’s an issue of calibration over time.” 

Flora Rebello Arduini, senior campaigner consultant for SumOfUs, disagreed. “Lloyd’s 
needs to prohibits all members of its market from renewing insurance for the Adani 

Carmichael coal mine, the Trans Mountain tar sand pipeline extension, and other such 
climate-wrecking projects when they come up for renewal in 2021, not in 2030,” she 

said in a statement. “The time to act is now,” she added. “Lloyd’s must set binding 

market-wide policies that make clear to all stakeholders what can and cannot be done 
under Lloyd’s brand name and credit rating.” Adam McGibbon, U.K. campaigner for 

Market Forces, said that Lloyd’s new report “sends a message to its syndicates that 
taking on new thermal coal risks, such as the Adani Carmichael coal project, is not 

supported,” while U.S.-based campaigners suggested the policies boost pressure on 

companies across the Atlantic. As Elana Sulakshana, energy finance campaigner at 
Rainforest Action Network, put it: “Lloyd’s is sending a message to the U.S. insurance 

industry that it cannot continue its unchecked support for climate-wrecking projects 
under the Lloyd’s name.” “Building on today’s momentum, we will continue pressuring 

the U.S. insurance industry to match and exceed Lloyd’s policies across their entire 

fossil fuel underwriting and investment portfolios,” Sulakshana vowed. 

AIG, Liberty Mutual, and other U.S. insurers that operate Lloyd’s syndicates will be 

forced to abide by the new rules for their underwriting. “The writing is on the wall—

coal is becoming increasingly uninsurable,” said David Arkush, climate program 
director at Public Citizen. “Lloyd’s announcement makes AIG’s and Travelers’ refusal 

to even consider dumping coal even more inexcusable. These companies can talk all 
they want about sustainability, but until they change their underwriting policies, that 

talk is meaningless.” As the outgoing Trump administration works to open up the 

Arctic National Wildlife Refuge in Alaska to fossil fuel extraction, the Gwich’in 
Steering Committee is urging Lloyd’s and insurers to join with dozens of financial 

institutions, including major U.S. and Canadian banks, in restricting support for Arctic 
drilling projects. 

Lloyd’s announcement is “a step in the right direction” but “not enough,” said 

Bernadette Demientieff, executive director of the Gwich’in Steering Committee. ” As 

Indigenous Peoples, we are living in ground zero of climate change while fighting to 
protect our sacred lands and our ways of life. People need to understand that the land, 

the water, and the animals are what makes us who we are.” “Our human rights have 
been violated not just by our government but by corporations and people that are not 

educated on Indigenous issues,” she added. “We urge Lloyd’s to join AXA and Swiss 

Re to exclude themselves from any Arctic Refuge energy development or exploration 
immediately and show the world that they respect the rights of Indigenous peoples 

whose lives will forever change if drilling is to occur.” 

(Originally appeared at Common Dreams. Our work is licensed under a Creative 
Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License. Feel free to republish and share 

widely.) 
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Source: redgreenandblue.org; 19 December 2020 

 

MOL PUBLISHES MEASURES TO PREVENT 

‘MV WAKASHIO’ GROUNDING AND OIL SPILL 

REOCCURRENCE 
Japanese shipping firm Mitsui O.S.K. Lines (MOL) on Friday (18 December) 

announced it has formulated measures to prevent a recurrence of the incident 
involving the bulk carrier Wakashio, chartered by MOL from a subsidiary of Nagashiki 

Shipping Co., Ltd. (the Shipowner), which ran aground off the island of Mauritius on 

Saturday, July 25, and leaked bunker oil on Thursday, August 6. In developing the 
measures to prevent reoccurrence, as the investigation and survey by local authorities 

are still ongoing, MOL said it has reviewed its past initiatives on safe operation based 
on probable causes, from the beginning-not only from the aspect of the vessel, the front 

line of safe operation, but other aspects including MOL’s shoreside support system and 
management systems of shipowners and ship management companies. In taking these 

measures, MOL said it continually works to establish a system that it can implement 

with vessels, shipowners, and other concerned parties, and to further improve the level 
of safety in overall supply chains that are jointly provided. The following are MOL’s 

published findings on the incident as well as measures the company will put in place 
to prevent any recurrences: 

Background of grounding incident (Based on the information the 

Shipowner obtained from the crewmembers) 

Two days before the grounding of Wakashio (July 23), she changed her passage plan-

the distance from the coast when sailing off the island of Mauritius-from 22 nautical 
miles (Note 1) to 5 nautical miles. On the day of grounding (July 25), she tried to 

further reduce the distance from the coast from 5 nautical miles to 2 nautical miles, to 
enter an area within the communication range of mobile phones and used a nautical 

chart without sufficient scale to confirm the accurate distance from the coast and water 

depth. In addition, a crewmember neglected appropriate watch-keeping (visually and 
by radar), even though she was trying to sail 2 nautical miles off the coast. As a result, 

she ran aground in shallow water (10m deep) 0.9 nautical miles off the coast of 
Mauritius. 

Probable causes 

Additionally, the vessel had approached other coasts several times even before the 

incident, the crew may have taken unsafe actions due to overconfidence that stems 
from complacency. In MOL’s view, such behavior on a large vessel reflects a lack of 

safety awareness. Another reason behind the cause is the crew members lacked 

awareness of the guidelines on performing navigation in a safe manner and their 
efforts to conform were insufficient, because they did not prepare an appropriate 

passage plan that would have ensured appropriate performance, did not own and use 
the correct nautical map, and neglected visual and radar watchkeeping. 

http://redgreenandblue.org/2020/12/19/pressure-climate-activists-worlds-largest-insurance-market-ditch-coal-tar-sands-arctic-projects/
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Measures to prevent reoccurrence 

MOL will invest the equivalent of about JPY 500 million (USD 4.83 million) in 
measures to prevent reoccurrence of probable causes, based on the following 

measures. 

Addressing the lack of safety awareness 

 Warning by circular 

- Make sure personnel on vessels that are owned by MOL or its subsidiaries 
(“MOL Vessels”) and vessels MOL charters (“Chartered Vessels”) know about 

the causes of the incident and measures to thoroughly enforce measures to 
prevent any such reoccurrence. 

 

 Holding safety campaign (dialogue with crewmembers) 

- Targeting MOL Vessels, hold online dialogues with crew members onboard and 
on leave to exchange opinions about safety culture. 

- For Chartered Vessels, enforce thorough prevention of recurrence by 
exchanging opinions about safety culture in a proactive manner. 

 

 Conduct a safety awareness survey for crewmembers on navigation watch 
duties 

- Conduct a safety awareness survey targeting crewmembers on navigation watch 
duties on MOL Vessels and Chartered Vessels, to check fact-finding of 

crewmembers’ operations. Take necessary measures based on the results. 

Addressing the lack of awareness of regulations on safe navigation and insufficient 
performance 

 Provide education related to operation of electronic nautical charts 

- Targeting crewmembers on navigation watch duties on vessels that MOL 

Vessels and Chartered Vessels, provide information and education on correct 
use of electronic nautical charts. 

 

 Introduce fail-safe operation of electronic nautical charts 

- Plan to introduce a service plan for MOL Vessels, which allows browsing of 
worldwide electronic charts at all scales, without requiring purchase of the 

chart. Approach shipowners of Chartered Vessels with the same plan. 

- Ensure thorough awareness and performance in line with guidelines necessary 

for safe navigation, through circulars and safety campaigns as mentioned above 
(1) 

Enhancement of ship operation quality 

Strengthen support system from shore side 

 Improve skills of crewmembers in charge of ship operation and review 
operational procedures. 

 After matters related to route selection are newly specified in voyage 
instructions, the crew member in charge of ship operation must check the status 
of conformity with the instructions. In addition, improve skills of crewmembers 
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in charge of ship operation through inhouse seminars and so on related to ship 
movement monitoring methods and the newly established qualification system. 

 

 Reinforce support by the Safety Operation Supporting Center (SOSC) 

- Re-develop the watchkeeping operational manual to reinforce the 24-hour 

monitoring system. 

- In another move to upgrade the monitoring system, establish a system using 

multi-faceted methods as well as manned monitoring, by proposing a plan to 

put in place a new grounding risk monitoring system. 

Enhance involvement with shipowners 

 Liaison meetings and mutual visits between MOL and shipowners 

- Make individual and mutual visits in addition to shipowner liaison meetings 

(for executives/once a year) and shipowners/ship management companies safe 
operation liaison meetings (for officials/once a year), to check the safe 

operation system. 

Enhance involvement in selection of senior officers 

 Check personal histories, etc. when changing senior officers (captain, chief 
engineer, chief officer, 1st engineer). In addition, convey MOL’s intention and 

instructions through briefings to senior officers by the shipowner and direct 
dialogue with MOL. 

 

 Review ship’s quality and quality standard/valuation criteria related to the 
safety management system 

- Review the quality standard MOL requests to shipowners, offer improvement 
requests as needed by ship inspections and company visits, and establish 

procedures to assess the selection of shipowner, improve the ship quality and 

safety management system with shipowners, and put these procedures into 
place. 

Response on hardware side 

 Strengthen deterrent capacity by monitoring cameras on bridge 

- Trials are underway on some MOL Vessels. Examine installation of cameras on 
all MOL Vessels, after verifying effectiveness of the trials. 

 

 Upgrade onboard communication systems 
 

- Install high-speed and large-capacity communication systems on MOL Vessels. 

- Request shipowners to install high-speed and large-capacity communication 
systems on Chartered Vessels. 

To continually “nurture and protect the natural environment by maintaining the 

highest standards of operational safety and navigation,” as stated in the MOL 
Corporate Principles, every MOL Group member must take to heart the message that 

safe operation is the major premise for corporate activities and work to prevent the 
recurrence of this incident. 
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Source: Manifold Times; 21 December 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.manifoldtimes.com/news/mol-publishes-measures-to-prevent-mv-wakashio-grounding-and-oil-spill-reoccurrence/


Making Waves 

21 – 27 Dec 2020       
 

                                                                                    

33                                                                                                                                                
 

GEOPOLITICS 
 

RUSSIA MAINTAINS SPECIAL BUT 

INDEPENDENT PARTNERSHIP WITH INDIA 

AND CHINA, SAYS AMBASSADOR KUDASHEV 
- Rishikesh Kumar 

Russia's Ambassador to India, His Excellency Nikolay Kudashev has spoken to Sputnik 
on a range of issues, including the Asia-Pacific region and how Russia is looking into 

the relationship with India against the backdrop of New Delhi’s deteriorating ties with 
Beijing. India and Russia have moved to elevate their relationship to 'special and 

privileged status’ on 21 December 2010. Since that, the ties between the two nations 

have been progressing in a comprehensive and robust manner bilaterally and 
multilaterally. 

Sputnik: When can we expect the annual bilateral summit between Indian Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi and Russian President Vladimir Putin that was postponed 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic earlier this year? Will we see some major 

agreements during the summit including those related to Russia's Sputnik V vaccine? 

Ambassador Kudashev: Obviously, the COVID-19 pandemic has affected the 
schedule of the Russian-Indian bilateral contacts at the highest levels. A lot of 

meetings eventually took place on-line, including a large number of videoconferences 

with Russia chairman of the SCO and BRICS in the current year. Moreover, 2020 was 
special in our relations since the bilateral strategic partnership with India reached its 

20th anniversary and the 10th anniversary of Russia's elevation to "special and 
privileged status". Together, we joined international celebrations of the 75th 

anniversary of the end of the Second World War and the foundation of the United 

Nations. So, we had a lot of reasons to fulfill political contacts with repeating our 
commitments for collective endeavours for the sake of global and regional stability and 

sustainable development as well as shaping plans to promote our time-tested 
friendship and multifaceted co-operation further. However, “corona-crisis” did not 

stop our interaction – since March 2020, President Putin and Prime Minister Modi 

held four telephone conversations and jointly participated in a number of 
videoconferences, including at the BRICS and SCO Summits under the Russian 

chairmanship as well as the G20 Summits. Certainly, we are expecting our dialogue to 
continue and for delayed summits and other important preparatory meetings to 

materialise in 2021. Bilateral high-level intergovernmental commissions on trade and 

economic, scientific and technological and cultural co-operation as well as on defence 
partnership are among them. Consultations on dates and other modalities are going 

on. We are satisfied with the progress with promotion of the Sputnik V – the first ever 
COVID-19 vaccine – in India, achieved by the Russian Direct Investment Fund and Dr 
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Reddy’s Laboratories. At present they are advancing clinical trials with the view to 
launching joint production here. Meanwhile, we proceed from the understanding that 

co-operation in this sphere will expand, and we would expect that this topic will be 
part of the Leaders’ agenda. 

Sputnik: India and Russia are “Special and Privileged Strategic Partners", and it is 

considered that the two have a good understanding of each other on most regional and 

global issues. India has acknowledged that its relations with China indeed deteriorated 
beyond repair. Is this a matter of concern for Russia, considering its cordial relation 

with both the countries? 

Ambassador Kudashev: Indeed, current mistrust between India and China is a 
matter of concern, but not only for Russia. It is potentially very harmful for the stability 

in the whole Eurasian space. Ongoing dialogue on different levels between Indian and 

Chinese defence and foreign ministries is giving some hope, and we have no doubts 
that these two major Asian neighbours will use their civilisational wisdom to retain a 

constructive engagement. But what is especially worrisome, is that some outside 
players are trying to use this situation in their geopolitical purposes to divide the 

region. In this situation we feel it is necessary to facilitate a positive atmosphere to 
build trust between India and China. Russia is not taking sides, since, you are 

absolutely right, we maintain a special but independent strategic partnership with 

both our friends. In this regard, we believe that our co-operation in the framework of 
the SCO, BRICS and RIC, which offer more opportunities to expand common ground 

between the participants, is helpful. 

Sputnik: Last week, the Russian foreign minister accused the West of playing Quad 
game with India in response to which New Delhi tried to clarify the nature of co-

operation under Quad. Had Russia conveyed this view to the Indian government 

earlier or was Lavrov’s comment solely based on the recent action by Quad members 
in the Indo-Pacific region? 

Ambassador Kudashev: Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov’s recent remarks 

regarding Quad and the Indo-Pacific region are not new – generally, they are based on 
our approach to regional co-operation in the Asia-Pacific. Earlier this year at the 

Raisina Dialogue he expressed Russia's reservations in this regard. In fact, we 

understand and respect the Indian national Indo-Pacific concept since it is deemed to 
be inclusive and based on international law. However, there is still a long way to go to 

make it a truly regional one and, importantly, based on broad consensus. To put it 
simply, there was no dialogue on that at the commonly recognised platforms such as 

the East-Asia Summits or others. Some countries also introduced various Indo-Pacific 

visions. However, definitions remained similar, and such situation created a 
misleading apprehension, which was aggravated even more with the focus on a so-

called “rules-based order”. The open question is what are those rules, and who is 
shaping them? Moreover, this artificial similarity was enough reason to launch specific 

formats such as Quad, which is seen by the western participants as a tool to contain 

China, and which is being elevated to a high level. Hence, we are facing attempts to 
create alienation lines, which even threaten to jeopardise basic principles for regional 

co-operation – ASEAN unity and centrality. 
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Unlike this approach, Russia upholds its commitment to a broad regional dialogue and 
unified agenda, equality, respect of interests of all countries and a truly inclusive and 

undivided regional security. We are looking forward to continuing our consultations 
with India in this regard. 

Sputnik: India bought several weapons, including short range air-to-air missiles, 

from Russia on an urgent basis during Indian Defence Minister Rajnath Singh’s visit 

to Moscow earlier this year. Has Moscow delivered all the equipment ordered by New 
Delhi? Can you provide some details on this? 

Ambassador Kudashev: The Indian Defence Minister's visit to Moscow in June this 

year was very important for a number of reasons, not only from the point of view of 
the exceptional military and technical co-operation between our two countries. 

It was highly appreciated that, despite the COVID-19 pandemic, Rajnath Singh 

accepted the invitation for the celebrations of the 75th anniversary of the end of the 
Second World War and the Soviet Victory in the Great Patriotic War (1941-1945), 

leading the Indian Armed Forces contingent for the Red Square parade. 

For us it is a clear reflection that our positions on global affairs are similar or 

coinciding, including the respect for the UN, which is the centrepiece of the post-WWII 
international relations, as well as unacceptability to distort history and glorify Nazis 

and war criminals. In fact, it is a very important background for trusted relations in 
sensitive areas, including defence. A significant part of Singh's agenda was to 

implement the potential of the bilateral defence co-operation. It was an opportunity to 

review the whole spectrum of ties in this area and reaffirm mutual commitment for a 
timely accomplishment of deals and contracts. Some new Indian requirements were 

also on the table, including more Su-30 and MiG-29 jet fighters and missiles supplies. 
All initiatives raised by the Indian side are considered in a most constructive way, and 

if India needs some projects to be expedited, we are doing our best to satisfy such 

requirements. 

Sputnik: Oil and gas has been the primary focus of trade and investment between the 

two nations of late. What kind of collaborations are we looking at in the near future in 

this sector? 

Ambassador Kudashev: This is a very promising area of co-operation, although we 
are closely looking at carbon-free energy projects as well, first of all in the area of 

nuclear power. As you know, Russia is participating in the construction of the Nuclear 
power plant in Kudankulam here. As far as oil and gas in particular are concerned, we 

are moving with confidence towards the expansion of mutual investments. We are 

encouraged with the interest of the leading Indian companies to enter various projects 
in the framework of the large “Vostok Oil” cluster covering huge resources in the 

Russian Far East and Arctic zone. On the other hand, we note successful 
implementation of the initiatives in the Indian petro-chemical sector. Our efforts are 

also aimed at long-term and large-scale oil supplies from Russia to India. We are 

working on relevant arrangements. 

Source: Sputnik News; 21 December 2020 

  

https://sputniknews.com/interviews/202012211081523513-outsiders-trying-to-use-india-china-tensions-to-divide-region-says-russian-ambassador-to-india/
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CHINA SEEKS ADDITIONAL GUARANTEES FOR 

$6B NEW LOAN 
- Shahbaz Rana 

ISLAMABAD: China has sought additional guarantees before sanctioning $6 billion 

loan for Main Line-1 (ML-1) project due to weakening financial position of Pakistan 
and also proposed a mix of commercial and concessional loan against Islamabad’s 

desire to secure the cheapest lending. The issue of additional guarantees was raised 

during the third joint ML-1 financing committee meeting, held ten days ago, official 
documents said. However, a senior Pakistani official involved in negotiations said that 

China did raise the additional guarantees issue during meeting but it did not make it 
part of the draft of the minutes shared with Pakistan. The ML-1 project includes 

dualisation and upgrading of the 1,872km railway track from Peshawar to Karachi and 

is a major milestone for the second phase of China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC). The purpose of raising the additional guarantees issue was getting more 

clarity after Pakistan availed G-20 countries debt relief initiative, he added. The draft 
minutes have not yet been signed by both the countries. The third round of financial 

negotiations gave further clarity on the Chinese position on $6 billion lending for the 

$6.8 billion strategically important ML-1 project of Pakistan Railways, sources in the 
Ministry of Economic Affairs said. The Chinese authorities asked for additional 

guarantee mechanism after Islamabad sought debt relief from G-20 countries, which 
was only meant for poorest nations of the world. The G-2- nations have also imposed 

conditions that the poor countries would not secure expensive commercial loans, 

except those allowed under the IMF-WB framework. 

The Chinese authorities have proposed that “keeping in view the financial situation in 

Pakistan so also the conditions laid down by the G-20 regulations for debt suspension, 

the government of Pakistan may provide additional guarantee mechanism for the loan 
other than sovereign loan for the ML-1 project”, according to officials privy to these 

negotiations. It was surprising for us when China raised the issue of additional 
guarantees during the meeting, another senior Pakistani official who was part of the 

meeting said. In August this year, the Executive Committee of National Economic 

Council (Ecnec) approved the strategically important ML-1 project worth $6.8 billion. 

The Ecnec meeting had continued for hardly 20 minutes, leaving many critical issues 
about financing and technical details unsettled. Both the sides have reached broad-

based consensus on the technical parameters including bidding documents, according 
to deliberations that took place in the joint bilateral third financial and seventh 

technical committee of ML-1 project. But an early start of construction work on what 

the official described as “strategically important project” is also unlikely after China 
linked the civil works with prior finalisation of financing mechanism of the single-

largest project of CPEC. Unlike Pakistan’s expectations of getting the $6 billion loan at 
1% interest rate, China has proposed a mix of commercial and concessional lending, 

the sources said. China maintained that the lending will be both a combination of 

commercial and concessional loans, according to sources. The Economic Affairs 
Ministry proposed 1% rate while Ministry of Railways was inclined to take the mix of 

commercial and concessional rate, subject to the condition that the average rate may 
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remain lower than 2.38%, sources said. However, Pakistan was expecting that due to 
strategic nature of the project, China would accept its request for 1% interest rate and 

a grace period of 10 years for repayment of the loan. 

China has offered to finance 85% of the project cost with payback period of 15 to 20 
years in biannual tranches. Sources said the Chinese had offered five years grace 

period. Pakistan has asked for up to 90% of financing and was ready to accept 20 years 

repayment period, subject to the condition that the grace period should be 10 years. 
“The Chinese side proposed that negotiations for financing must be only to the extent 

of package-1 consisting of $2.434 billion and the negotiation for remaining two 
packages will be undertaken during implementation phase of package-I,” according to 

the official documents. Pakistani authorities pressed for negotiation for the total 

project cost of the ML-1. China has also offered financing in Chinese currency RMB. 
Pakistan Railways is not in a position to pay salaries and pensions to its employees 

without cash injection from the federal government. Newly appointed Minister for 
Railways Azam Swati hinted at closing Pakistan Railways due to poor financial 

conditions. 

According to the ML-1 framework agreement, the project will be executed in the 
engineering, procurement and construction mode by Chinese contractors. Under the 

CPEC framework, ML-1 is the only strategic project being finalised as part of the initial 

$46 billion deal. The project faces significant delays and both the Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N) and Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) governments could not 

meet the originally agreed deadlines. Sources said that Pakistan’s desire to start work 
on the package-1 from January 2021 would remain unfulfilled due to delay in 

finalisation of financing details. Pakistan had planned to complete the package-I from 

January 2021 to December 2024 and will cover the construction of a 527-km track 
between Peshawar, Rawalpindi and Lahore. 

Source: The Express Tribune; 23 December 2020 

 

PETROCHINA MAKES HUGE GAS FIND 
- Charles Kennedy 

PetroChina discovered a natural gas field with reserves in excess of 100 billion cubic 
meters, Chinese states news agency Xinhua reported this weekend. The agency cited a 

company official who said the field could produce 610,000 cubic meters of gas plus 
106.3 cubic meters of crude oil daily. "The discovery marks a major breakthrough in 

gas exploration in the southern rim of the Junggar Basin, which will further guarantee 

the gas supply of our company and contribute to the stability and prosperity of the 
region," Huo Jin, general manager of PetroChina's unit in the northwestern province 

of Xinjiang, said. Last week, another subsidiary of PetroChina reported growing 
natural gas production this year, as Beijing aims for a greater share of domestic 

production in its gas consumption. 

Southwest Oil and Gasfield Company said it had produced some 30 billion cubic 

meters of natural gas since the start of the year and expected the annual total to reach 
31.6 billion cubic meters. This will represent a sixth of China's total natural gas output. 

https://tribune.com.pk/story/2277059/china-seeks-additional-guarantees-for-6b-new-loan
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By 2025, the company plans to boost this to 50 billion cubic meters per year. China is 
one of the world's largest natural gas importers, and as demand for the fuel soars, so 

do imports. Back in 2010, imports accounted for just 15 percent of China's natural gas 
supply. By 2018, the share of imports in the country's gas supply surged to nearly half—

45 percent—of the total supply. As consumption has been vastly outpacing domestic 

natural gas production, China has been looking for three years to raise its own 
production. 

This has prompted Beijing to double down on its efforts to expand domestic 

production, including both conventional and unconventional reserves. As a result of 
these efforts, Rystad Energy reported recently, China will become the top market for 

seismic exploration onshore over the next two years, while exploration activity 

remains subdued elsewhere in the world. 

Source: oilprice.com; 21 December 2020 

 

SAUDI ARABIA ANNOUNCES FOUR OIL AND 

GAS DISCOVERIES, STATE NEWS AGENCY SAYS 
Saudi Arabia’s Energy Ministry on Sunday announced the kingdom has discovered 

four new oil and gas fields, state news agency SPA reported. Oil was discovered in the 
Al-Ajramiyah well, northwest of the city of Rafhaa, with tests showing a rate of 3,850 

barrels per day (bpd). Non-conventional oil was found in the al-Reesh oilfield, 
northwest of the city of Dhahran, SPA reported. 

 

Source: cnbc.com; 27 December 2020 

 

INDIA, VIETNAM ADOPT JOINT VISION FOR 

PEACE, PROSPERITY AND PEOPLE TO GUIDE 

COMPREHENSIVE STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP 
- ANI 

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Vietnamese counterpart Nguyen 

Xuan Phuc held “productive discussions” at a virtual summit held on Monday and 

exchanged views on wide-ranging bilateral, regional and global issues with the two 
countries adopting a “Joint Vision for Peace, Prosperity and People” to guide the future 

development of India-Vietnam Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. To implement 
the vision, a plan of action for the period 2021-2023 was also signed between the two 

Foreign Ministers, which identify concrete follow up actions. The two countries also 

signed some other agreements including on Implementing Arrangement on Defence 
Industry Cooperation. Briefing reporters about the discussions at the virtual summit, 

Riva Ganguly, Secretary (East) in the Ministry of External Affairs said both leaders 

https://oilprice.com/Energy/Natural-Gas/PetroChina-Makes-Huge-Gas-Find.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/12/27/saudi-arabia-announces-four-oil-and-gas-discoveries-state-news-.html
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agreed to explore practical cooperation based on convergences between India’s Indo-
Pacific Oceans’ Initiative (IPOI) and the ASEAN Outlook on Indo-Pacific (AOIP) which 

Vietnam subscribes to. 

During discussions on regional and multilateral issues, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
reiterated that Vietnam is an important pillar of India’s Act East Policy as well as our 

Indo-Pacific Vision. Both leaders also spoke of the importance of promoting a rules-

based order in the region including by upholding international law, especially the 
UNCLOS. The leaders affirmed that a peaceful, stable, secure, free, open, inclusive and 

rules-based region is in the common interest of all countries. Prime Minister stressed 
that the Code of Conduct negotiations on the South China Sea should not prejudice the 

interest of other countries in the region. He congratulated Vietnam for successfully 

steering the ASEAN Presidency despite the disruptions of COVID-19. India also agreed 
to enhance its development assistance to Vietnam’s Mekong delta region under the 

Mekong-Ganga cooperation framework, including in critical areas such as water 
security. Ganguly said in the area of defence cooperation, which is one of the key pillars 

of the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership, the two leaders identified defence 

industry cooperation as a priority. “The summit provided an opportunity to handover 
one High-Speed Guard Boat to Vietnam, launch of two other vessels manufactured in 

India, and keel-laying seven vessels being manufactured in Vietnam, under the US$ 
100 million Defence Line of Credit extended by Government of India for High Speed 

Guard Boats Manufacturing Project with Vietnam,” she said. Both sides agreed to 

further intensify their defence industry collaboration building on the Indian defence 
credit lines extended to Vietnam. An Implementing Arrangement on Defence Industry 

Cooperation was also signed to this effect. She said a G2G agreement was signed under 
which India will extend a grant of US$ 5 million to establish an IT infrastructure at the 

Army Software Park in Telecommunications University at Nha Trang. 

Both leaders also agreed to further institutionalize defence exchanges through mutual 
logistics support, regular ship visits, joint exercises, exchanges in military science and 

technology, information sharing, as well as cooperation in UN peacekeeping. As part 

of their discussion on security cooperation, both Prime Ministers also discussed closer 
engagement in dealing with traditional and non-traditional threats in cyber and 

maritime domain, terrorism, natural disasters, health security, water security, and 
transnational crimes. On terrorism, there was a strong convergence of views between 

the two leaders in promoting coordination to combat terrorism in all its forms and 

manifestations, including cross-border terrorism, terror financing networks and safe 
havens. The two Prime Ministers underscored the importance of promoting closer 

people-to-people exchanges. Both leaders announced the launch of a joint project to 
publish an Encyclopaedia of India – Viet Nam Cultural and Civilizational Relations in 

time to mark the 50th anniversary of India – Viet Nam diplomatic relations in 2022, 

she said. “Both leaders exchanged views on wide-ranging bilateral, regional and global 
issues. In this context, the two Prime Ministers adopted a “Joint Vision for Peace, 

Prosperity and People” to guide the future development of India-Viet Nam 
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership.” 

Ganguly said a number of documents were concluded and announcements made 

during the summit. “The discussions at today’s virtual summit were productive. Both 

leaders exchanged views on wide-ranging bilateral, regional and global issues. In this 
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context, the two Prime Ministers adopted a “Joint Vision for Peace, Prosperity and 
People” to guide the future development of India-Viet Nam Comprehensive Strategic 

Partnership. To implement this Vision, a Plan of Action for the period 2021-2023 was 
also signed between the two Foreign Ministers, which identify concrete follow up 

actions,” she said. Ganguly said there was a discussion in the context of both India and 

Vietnam concurrently serving as non-permanent members of the UN Security Council. 
“Both Prime Ministers agreed that India and Vietnam should work closely to actively 

promote “reformed multilateralism” to make international organizations, including 
the UN Security Council, more representative, contemporary and capable of dealing 

with current challenges. Vietnam reiterated its strong support for India’s permanent 

membership in an expanded UN Security Council.” 

Prime Minister invited Vietnamese companies to invest in India and highlighted the 
urgent need for a long-overdue review of ASEAN-India Trade in Goods Agreement 

(AITIGA) as a concrete step towards revitalizing economic engagement between India 
and Vietnam as well as the larger ASEAN region The two leaders also agreed to 

intensify the development partnership that will enable achievement of Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs), develop capabilities to address climate change and further 
augment capacity-building engagement through Indian Technical and Economic 

Cooperation (ITEC) and e-ITEC initiatives. PM Modi offered to raise the annual 
number of Quick Impact Projects (QIPs) in Vietnam. “In a further demonstration of 

our development cooperation, coinciding with the Summit, seven Development 

Projects completed with Indian ‘Grant-in-Aid’ Assistance of USD 1.5 million for the 
benefit of the local community in Viet Nam’s Ninh Thuan province were handed over,” 

the MEA Secretary said. She said overall, it was a fruitful exchange between the two 
leaders, allowing them an opportunity to review the entire gamut of bilateral relations 

and set new directions for the future of this important partnership. “Their 

reaffirmation to enhance bilateral cooperation in all areas of engagement, support 
each other’s national development, and strengthen cooperation against common 

global challenges provides an important basis to add new substance and momentum 
to our Comprehensive Strategic Partnership,” she said.  

Source: India Post; 22 December 2020 
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