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MARITIME SECURITY 
 

CHINA TRAWLERS RAVAGING THE INDIAN 

OCEAN REGION! INDIAN NAVY KEEPS A TAB 

ON ITS GROWING PRESENCE 
- Huma Siddiqui 

The last few years have witnessed a rise in numbers of Chinese fishing as well as 
research vessels in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR), almost ninety-degree east ridge 

and south-west Indian ridge. Sources have confirmed the presence of three research 
vessels – “Xiang Yang Hong 01 and Xiang Yang Hong 03 have also been docked in the 

Colombo Port since last month. And, another survey vessel HAI CE 3301 is around the 

Strait of Malacca.” Adding, “This survey vessel has been identified and is known to 
have in the past conducted extensive maritime surveys in the Western Pacific Ocean.” 

As per the International Regulations, the research activities are allowed. However, the 
data which is generated has a dual-use—military or simply to monitor the water for 

the movement of the Indian Navy’s presence. “The Indian Ocean Region with its large 

number of middle and low-income economies and large coastal populations, 
dependent for their sustenance on the sea, are especially vulnerable to the depredation 

of marine resources if allowed to go unchecked,” Indian Navy veteran Commodore 
Anil Jai Singh tells Financial Express Online. The number of Chinese fishing vessels 

has been going up in the last few years, the fishing activities have been seen in the 

Central Arabian Sea and South-West Indian Ocean. Though there is no presence in the 
Indian Exclusive Economic Zone, the trawlers are from China, Hong Kong and Taiwan. 

Also, near Somalia and near the Coast of Oman has been picked up based on the based 
on recordings of the Automatic Identification System (AIS) onboard trawlers. 

What role does IFC-IOR play? 

The Information Fusion Centre – Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR) is fully equipped to 

keep a track of all the shipping and other vessels traversing in the Indian Ocean Region 
(IOR) and is in fact at it for the last couple of years. According to the former 

spokesperson of the Indian Navy, Capt DK Sharma, “India has an agreement in place 

with almost 35 countries wherein information on White Shipping is exchanged in real-
time basis so as to have a maritime picture of the Indian Ocean Region crystal clear.” 

“The problem arises when IUU fishing trawlers enters this area and make forays into 
the EEZ of littorals for catching fish and other marine life. These illegal activities are 

increasing by the day and are a concern world over. Indian Navy is doing its best to 

check this menace of IUU,” Capt Sharma explains to Financial Express Online. 
“Mission Based deployments by ships, regular sorties by Long and Medium range 

maritime surveillance aircraft (LRMR aircraft) are undertaken to keep an eye on this. 
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Time has come now to take stringent actions against this menace and I am pretty sure 
that Govt of India has a plan to stop this in time,” says Capt Sharma. 

Expert View 

Sharing his views, Commodore Anil Jai Singh, who is also Vice President Indian 

Maritime Foundation opines, “There was a time about three decades ago when it was 
said that the Indian Ocean is the only ocean where fish die of old age. Today the 

situation is quite the opposite with an alarming reduction in the numbers caused by 

excessive and poorly regulated fishing which is upsetting the ecological balance of the 
fragile marine eco-system. The need for a well-regulated regional architecture is more 

urgently required than ever before to ensure sustainable development of the maritime 
domain. It is also included in the regional commitment to the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDG). A lackadaisical approach, as prevails at present will lead to 

irreversible damage and besides hazarding lives and livelihoods, will become an 
existential security threat to the region.” 

In his view, “The Indian Ocean region is faced with a multitude of traditional, non-

traditional and transnational maritime threats from within and also from predatory 
extra-regional powers like China who think nothing of bullying their way into the 

sovereign waters of other nations and poach for resources. In fact, China’s increasing 
presence in the Indian Ocean which was earlier restricted to naval platforms now also 

include research ships and fishing fleets.” “In the last one year or so itself, Chinese 

research vessels have been a constant presence and though careful to stay on the high 
seas are gaining information and knowledge of these waters and the weaknesses which 

it will not hesitate to exploit. Large numbers of fishing vessels including large trawlers 
(reports indicate a number in excess of 450) have started entering the Indian Ocean 

for fishing. Thet are careful in operating on the periphery of the EEZs but often go dark 

by switching off their AIS transponders so that their movement cannot be tracked and 
probably make forays within the EEZ secure in the knowledge that these small 

countries do not have the wherewithal to keep a constant vigil on their waters which is 
then exploited to the fullest” explains the former submariner of the Indian Navy. “This 

unprincipled and unethical Chinese behaviours, often bordering on criminality is 

getting bolder and has an expanding footprint as the demand for resources within the 
country increases,” says Commodore Singh. 

How can India control this menace? 

In his opinion, “The threat from IUU is amongst the most severe because it has a direct 

impact on the health and livelihood of large coastal populations and in some cases 
entire populations. If these populations are deprived of the nutritional benefits of 

seafood and other marine resources, it could lead to malnutrition and the attendant 
health issues making these populations vulnerable to external destabilising 

influences.” “As a net security provider in the Indian Ocean, India should take the lead 

in developing an inclusive regional security architecture and a robust regulatory 
framework to ensure adherence from the countries within while deterring such activity 

from predatory external powers,” Commodore Singh suggests. In conclusion he says, 
“any moves by China, however innocuous they may seem must be monitored and 

nipped in the bud since these are all part of that country’s larger strategic design on 

the Indian Ocean and beyond.” 
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Source: Financial Express; 11 December 2020 

 

TRUMP ADMINISTRATION MAY LEASE 

ICEBREAKERS FOR U.S. COAST GUARD 
The Trump administration is considering options for leasing one or more foreign-built 

commercial icebreakers for use by the U.S. Coast Guard, according to Senator Dan 
Sullivan (R-AK), who discussed lease options at a hearing of the Sennate Commerce 

Security subcomittee on Tuesday. The U.S. Coast Guard medium icebreaker Healy 
recently suffered a propulsion casualty, leaving the service with just one oceangoing 

icebreaker - the 44-year-old Polar Star, which is currently on her way to patrol the 

Bering Sea. 

"I just talked to the National Security Advisor [White House National Security Advisor 
Robert C. O'Brien], I know there are icebreakers being looked at in Finland," said Sen. 

Sullivan, speaking to USCG Vice Commandant Adm. Charles Ray. "These are medium 
icebreakers that would essentially bridge the gap that we recognize we have. My 

understanding is the White House, the National Security Advisor, possibly the Navy 

with some of their money . . . are looking at moving forward with leases soon, maybe 
as early as the end of this month." Sullivan also mentioned a possible vessel option 

under discussion in Florida, an unusual location for an icebreaker. The Edison 
Chouest-operated icebreaker Aiviq - which has been proposed as an option for the U.S. 

Coast Guard in years past -  is presently moored in Tampa. Both the U.S. Coast Guard 

and the Canadian Coast Guard have previously declined to acquire Aiviq. In response, 
Adm. Ray said that the U.S. Coast Guard has explored the possibility of leasing civilian 

icebreakers, and that it was a possibility - so long as it was a temporary measure, not 
a replacement for an American-made, purpose-built Coast Guard vessel. "There is a 

potential that one of those vessels could be of benefit to use as a 'bridge' [for 

capability]," Adm. Ray said.  Sen. Sullivan (R-AK) raised the prospect of homeporting 
a leased icebreaker in Alaska, and preferably at an Alaskan port closer to the Arctic - 

not in Seattle, where the USCG icebreaker fleet is currently based, or in Dutch Harbor 
or Kodiak. "It seems to me to be a strategic no-brainer," said Sullivan. "Seattle is a 

couple thousand miles away from the Bering Strait and the Arctic Circle." 

The recent large-scale Russian exercise in the Bering Sea - which resulted in a run-in 
between American fishermen and Russian military assets - has brought wider 

attention to the Coast Guard's patrol and presence role in Arctic waters. Sullivan 

pressed Ray on the recent encounter and on how a repeat might be prevented. "Our 
fishermen should never in my view be forced out of the American EEZ when they're 

legally fishing," he said. "What do you think happened that we can improve on?" "The 
activity of the Russians in planning and executing that exercise, I think there was a 

degree of irresponsibility there that needs to be addressed and we've done that," 

responded Adm. Ray. In addition, the electronic notice for this particular Russian 
exercise did not get flagged and highlighted for American fishermen by the Coast 

Guard, which could have provided fishing vessels that did not obtain the information 
on their own with an extra warning, he said.  

https://www.financialexpress.com/defence/china-trawlers-ravaging-the-indian-ocean-region-indian-navy-keeps-a-tab-on-its-growing-presence/2148161/
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Source: Maritime Executive; 09 December 2020 

 

SPECIAL REPORT-CHINA LAUNCHES 'GRAY-
ZONE' WARFARE TO SUBDUE TAIWAN 

- Yimou Lee, David Lague, Ben Blanchard 

TAIPEI (Reuters) - Months after eliminating a popular challenge to its rule in Hong 
Kong, China is turning to an even higher-stakes target: self-governing Taiwan. The 

island has been bracing for conflict with China for decades, and in some respects, that 
battle has now begun. It’s not the final, titanic clash that Taiwan has long feared, with 

Chinese troops storming the beaches. Instead, the People’s Liberation Army, China’s 

two-million-strong military, has launched a form of “gray zone” warfare. In this 
irregular type of conflict, which stops short of an actual shooting war, the aim is to 

subdue the foe through exhaustion. Beijing is conducting waves of threatening forays 
from the air while ratcheting up existing pressure tactics to erode Taiwan’s will to 

resist, say current and former senior Taiwanese and U.S. military officers. The flights, 
they say, complement amphibious landing exercises, naval patrols, cyber attacks and 

diplomatic isolation. 

The risk of conflict is now at its highest level in decades. PLA aircraft are flying 

menacingly towards airspace around Taiwan almost daily, sometimes launching 
multiple sorties on the same day. Since mid-September, Chinese warplanes have flown 

more than 100 of these missions, according to a Reuters compilation of flight data 
drawn from official statements by Taiwan’s Ministry of National Defense. The data 

shows that in periods when political tension across the Taiwan Strait peaks, China 

sends more aircraft, including some of its most potent fighters and bombers. These 
encroachment tactics are “super effective,” Admiral Lee Hsi-ming, who until last year 

was the commander of the Taiwanese military, told Reuters in an interview. “You say 
it’s your garden, but it turns out that it is your neighbor who’s hanging out in the 

garden all the time. With that action, they are making a statement that it’s their garden 

- and that garden is one step away from your house.” Under President Xi Jinping, 
China has accelerated the development of forces the PLA would need one day to 

conquer the island of 23 million - a mission that is the country’s top military priority, 
according to Chinese and Western analysts. With Hong Kong and the restive regions 

of Tibet and Xinjiang under ever-tighter control, Taiwan is the last remaining obstacle 

to the Communist Party’s monopoly on power. In a major speech early last year, Xi 
said that Taiwan, which Beijing regards as a Chinese province, “must be, will be” 

unified with China. He set no deadline but would not rule out the use of force. There 
has been a “clear shift” this year in Beijing’s posture, a senior Taiwanese security 

official responsible for intelligence on China told Reuters. Chinese military and 

government agencies have switched from decades of “theoretical talk” about taking 
Taiwan by force to debating and working on plans for possible military action, the 

official said. 

In a speech Tuesday, Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen alluded to the shift. The island 
democracy is under unrelenting pressure from “authoritarian forces,” she warned, 

https://maritime-executive.com/article/trump-administration-may-lease-icebreakers-for-u-s-coast-guard
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without going into detail. “Taiwan has been at the receiving end of such military 
threats on a daily basis.” Admiral Lee, the retired Taiwanese military chief, believes 

the only thing holding back the PLA from a full assault is that it hasn’t yet achieved the 
overwhelming firepower needed to overrun the island. Even so, China’s military build-

up over the past 20 years means it is now “far ahead” of Taiwan, he said. “Time is 

definitely not on Taiwan’s side,” he said. “It’s only a matter of time for them to gather 
enough strength.” 

The Chinese government was asked detailed questions for this article, including 

queries about the gray-zone tactics and its overarching strategy on Taiwan. In a written 
statement, China’s Taiwan Affairs Office said Beijing is committed to “peaceful 

reunification” with Taiwan, a formulation it has used for decades. It added that “so-

called experts’ remarks quoted in the story by Reuters are groundless, purely hearsay, 
and full of prejudice and show a Cold War mentality.” It continued: “They even include 

absurd remarks about the country’s central leadership. We are strongly dissatisfied 
with and firmly opposed to such reports.” Taiwan’s defense ministry said in a 

statement it is stepping up naval and air patrols and improving combat readiness to 

counter China’s gray-zone tactics. The military “sticks to the firm stance of ‘not 
provoking and not being afraid of the enemy,’ and the principle of ‘the closer they get 

to the main island, the more active is our response.’” 

DIRE WEAKNESSES 

As the threat mounts, the Taiwanese military is in poor shape to meet it. Interviews 
with current and former Taiwan government officials, serving and former military 

officers, conscripts, reservists and U.S. and other foreign military experts point to dire 
weaknesses. With the exception of some elements of Taiwan’s military, including the 

air force, special forces and parts of the navy, decades of isolation and underfunding 

by successive governments have left the military hollowed out. In any Chinese 
invasion, much of the island’s expensive hardware would be unlikely to survive a 

barrage of PLA precision missiles and air strikes, current and retired Taiwanese 
officers say. Crack, resilient ground forces would be crucial to repel beach landings by 

Chinese troops and counter airborne assaults, they say. In addition, Taiwanese service 

members and Western observers say, Taiwan is suffering a serious and worsening 
decay in the readiness and training of its troops, particularly its army units. 

One army conscript told Reuters he had only fired between 30 and 40 rounds with his 

rifle during training and was never taught how to clear a jammed firearm. “I don’t 
think I’m capable of fighting in a war,” said Chen, the soldier, speaking on condition 

his full name not be disclosed. “I don’t think I’m a qualified soldier.” President Tsai is 

coming under pressure at home and in Washington to shore up the island’s defenses. 
Her government is planning to increase defense outlays by more than 10% next year 

to T$453.4 billion ($16 billion), according to a Reuters calculation based on 
government figures. “The military has been whittled down,” said Grant Newsham, a 

retired U.S. Marine Corps colonel who spent most of last year on the island evaluating 

its defense capability in a Taiwan government-funded research project. “It is almost as 
if fighting to defend the country is somebody else’s responsibility,” said Newsham, now 

a researcher at the Japan Forum for Strategic Studies. Taiwan’s defense ministry 
rejected the idea that it couldn’t defend itself or that its expensive hardware wouldn’t 

withstand a Chinese attack. The island’s air defenses have been bolstered and its 
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“asymmetrical and mobile combat capacity” has been reinforced, the ministry said in 
a written response to questions. Taking Taiwan would be an even greater feat for Xi 

than putting down the democracy movement in Hong Kong, but also a far greater 
challenge. PLA troops have been garrisoned in Hong Kong since the city returned to 

Chinese rule in 1997. Yet the city’s protest movement was quashed this spring not by 

military force, but by a combination of aggressive policing, the imposition of a 
draconian national security law and the eruption of the COVID-19 pandemic, which 

enabled the government to ban all mass gatherings. 

For Xi, democratic Taiwan is now the last outpost of resistance to his dream of a 
unified and rejuvenated China that can displace the United States as the major power 

in the Asia-Pacific region. Taiwan has remained effectively independent since 1949, 

when Chiang Kai-shek’s defeated Republic of China government retreated to the island 
after the Chinese Civil War. Bringing Taiwan under Beijing’s wing would give the PLA 

a commanding position in Asia. It would entrench the Chinese military in the middle 
of the so-called first island chain - the string of islands from the Japanese archipelago 

in the north, down to the Philippines and on to Borneo, which enclose China’s coastal 

seas. The PLA Navy could dominate the shipping lanes to North Asia, giving Beijing a 
powerful lever over Japan and South Korea. And the PLA Navy would have free access 

to the Western Pacific. 

AMERICA’S DOMINANCE 

Standing in the way of that dream is the United States. It would be catastrophic to 
America’s dominance in the region if Chinese forces took control of Taiwan, most 

military analysts believe, whether by gray-zone tactics or full-scale invasion. America’s 
global prestige and role as security guarantor in Asia would be shattered, they say. 

Already, Beijing’s recent assertiveness, including its fortification of contested islets in 

the South China Sea, has galvanized an American-led response. The administration of 
President Donald Trump has been rushing new weapons into service and realigning 

U.S. forces in Asia to counter China. Regional powers Japan, India and Australia are 
tightening cooperation with the Americans. It isn’t clear how President-elect Joe Biden 

will respond to Xi’s stepped-up pressure on Taiwan. A spokesman for Biden’s 

transition team declined to comment. 

A U.S. State Department spokesperson said China has “engaged in an increasingly 
menacing campaign to intimidate Taiwan.” America’s defense backing for Taipei, the 

spokesperson said, goes beyond arms sales. “We support Taiwan with training and 
encourage asymmetric approaches to warfare.” Since the United States switched its 

diplomatic recognition from Taipei to Beijing in 1979, U.S. administrations have been 

required by law to supply Taiwan with the means to defend itself. But Washington has 
also maintained a policy of “strategic ambiguity,” declining to give explicit security 

guarantees to the island. In the past three decades, the PLA has assembled a massive 
array of missiles and a huge navy designed to keep U.S. forces at bay. There is danger 

for Taipei in neglecting its own defenses, five former senior American commanders 

told Reuters: Taiwan is putting its fate in the hands of Washington, but there’s a 
chance the United States and its allies might be defeated by China in a war over the 

island or delayed from reaching it in time to save the day. Taiwan’s defense ministry 
told Reuters it is increasing the island’s self-reliance by developing its domestic 

defense industry and is making progress in the production of home-made weapons, 
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including training jets and submarines. Communist Party leaders have always insisted 
Beijing would prefer to take Taiwan without war. Beijing’s Taiwan Affairs Office 

blamed the current tension on Taipei. Tsai’s ruling party and supporters of separatism, 
the office said, “have colluded with external forces and continuously engaged in 

Taiwan independence.” But there is no sign the Taiwanese are willing to embrace 

unification. The widening crackdown in Hong Kong on pro-democracy forces has 
offered them a glimpse of what life might be like under Communist Party rule. Any hot 

military campaign would be a grave risk for Xi and the Communist Party, to be sure. 
Beijing could expect to become an international pariah. And, despite Taiwan’s 

weaknesses, an amphibious landing across the Taiwan Strait, 130 kilometers (80 

miles) wide at its narrowest point, could be extremely difficult and bloody. The 
Taiwanese military has had 70 years to fortify the few landing sites suitable for beach 

assaults and could hammer an exposed invasion force. 

For these reasons, some believe all-out war remains highly unlikely. Two Taipei-based 
diplomatic sources, citing briefings from Western security officials, said they haven’t 

changed their assessment of the probability of conventional conflict. “There are no 

signs of war preparations in China,” said one of the sources. The risks for China may 
explain in part why Xi, for now, has opted for gray-zone warfare. Without firing a shot, 

China’s military is sorely taxing Taiwan’s air force. The theater of action is Taiwan’s 
Air Defense Identification Zone (ADIZ). An ADIZ is an area that stretches beyond a 

territory’s air space where air traffic controllers request incoming flights to identify 

themselves. When PLA aircraft enter Taiwan’s ADIZ, fighters scramble in response. 
On occasion, air-defense missile units are put on alert. So far, most of the Chinese 

aircraft being intercepted and shadowed are entering the south-west corner of 
Taiwan’s zone. The pace is unrelenting. Taiwan Defense Minister Yen De-fa said in 

October that the air force had scrambled 2,972 times against Chinese aircraft this year 

at a cost of T$25.5 billion ($903 million). The defense ministry said that for the year 
to early October, its aircraft had flown 4,132 missions, including the scrambles to 

intercept PLA aircraft and training flights. That’s an increase of 129% on the whole of 
last year, according to Reuters calculations. There is pressure at sea, too. Last month, 

the ministry told parliament that for the year to early November, Taiwanese ships had 

conducted 1,223 missions to intercept PLA vessels, an increase of about 400 such 
missions from the previous year. 

‘COLLISION AND COLLAPSE’ 

By increasing the tempo of these operations, the PLA can inflict disproportionate 

stress on Taiwan’s much smaller force. The Chinese military has more than 2,000 
fighters, bombers and other warplanes, compared with Taiwan’s 400 fighters, 

according to the Pentagon’s annual report on Chinese military power, published in 
September. Over time, fuel costs, pilot fatigue and wear and tear on Taiwanese aircraft 

will threaten the readiness of the island’s air force if this pressure continues, according 

to Taiwanese and U.S. military analysts. The constant threat is also designed to exact 
a psychological toll on the defenders, they say. 

A senior Trump administration official said the United States has advised the 

Taiwanese they don’t need to scramble fighters every time Chinese sea patrol planes 
enter the southwest corner of Taiwan’s ADIZ. Most of the interlopers remain over 100 

miles away from the island – close, but not close enough to be a threat. “It’s 
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unnecessarily taxing,” the official said. That’s not the view in Taipei, where the PLA 
missions reached a climax on Sept. 18 and 19. That is when U.S. Undersecretary of 

State for Economic Growth, Energy and the Environment Keith Krach was visiting 
Taiwan to attend a memorial service for former President Lee Teng-hui, revered by 

many as the father of the island’s democracy. Krach was the most senior State 

Department official to visit the island in four decades. Beijing made its displeasure 
clear. Almost 40 PLA aircraft, mostly fighters and bombers, flew missions toward the 

island on those two days, according to a tally from Taiwan defense ministry flight-
tracking data. On multiple occasions, Chinese fighters crossed the sensitive median 

line in the Taiwan Strait, which serves as an unofficial buffer. Beijing is making this 

flashpoint “ever more unstable and ready for collision and collapse,” said Ian Easton, 
a senior director of the Project 2049 Institute, an Arlington, Virginia-based security 

research group that studies the PLA. “One could call this new gray-zone conflict a war 
of nerves.” The PLA mostly relies on three kinds of aircraft - anti-submarine, 

electronic-warfare and airborne early-warning-and-control - to conduct its regular 

missions into Taiwan’s ADIZ, the flight-tracking data show. The use of these aircraft 
allows the PLA to gather intelligence on the island’s defenses, as well as Taiwanese and 

allied submarine activity in the area, Taiwanese, U.S. and other Western military 
intelligence officers say. The PLA conducts drills in the Taiwan Strait “to safeguard 

national sovereignty” and in response “to the interference of external forces and the 

provocations by the ‘Taiwan independence’ forces,” Beijing’s Taiwan Affairs Office 
said. “We will never allow anyone… to separate any part of Chinese territory from 

China.” 

One of Taiwan’s biggest challenges is basic: putting boots on the ground. 

Taiwan has been gradually shifting from a conscript military to a volunteer-dominated 
professional force. By all accounts, the volunteers are well trained. That’s not the case 

for recent conscripts. 

Evidence from internal government reports seen by Reuters and accounts of serving 
personnel, conscripts and reservists show that this shift has been poorly managed. 

Taiwan has struggled in recent years to obtain sufficient recruits to field the 188,000-

strong professional force the top brass calculate is needed to fight off a Chinese attack. 
Defense Minister Yen told parliament on Oct. 22 that the military would meet its target 

to enlist 90% of this force by the end of the year. Taiwan still has a draft, but the service 
period for conscripts was slashed in 2013 from one year to four months. This is too 

short for useful training, and the instruction is often inadequate, six recent conscripts 

and former officers told Reuters. In his four months of training last year, a 24-year-
old navy conscript surnamed Lin spent a total of 40 minutes on two warships docked 

at the southern port of Kaohsiung. In an interview, he said he fired about 16 rounds 
from a rifle on one occasion, after the magazine was loaded for him. Only half of his 

intake cohort of 400 conscripts could swim a required 50 meters. “The four month 

training was just a waste of time,” said Lin, who spoke on condition his full name not 
be used. In Taiwan, military members who disclose operational details could be 

deemed to have violated the law. “I would much prefer to go to work. If they want to 
train us, they need to do it properly.” Another 24-year old, the army conscript 

surnamed Chen, described his firearms training to Reuters. In modern armies, 

trainees might typically fire hundreds of rounds. Not Chen: In four months, he said he 
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twice fired between six and 10 rounds from a rifle, at a distance of 25 meters from the 
target. And he twice fired about the same number of rounds from 175 meters. He said 

he was taught how to reload a magazine, but not how to clear the rifle if it jammed. 
Chen said he also was trained on an anti-tank missile and a grenade launcher - but 

only about 10% of his intake of 150 conscripts were selected to fire each weapon. “They 

only taught me how to fire a rifle,” Chen said, “and the rest of the training was 
irrelevant to real fighting.” The defense ministry said it has increased the frequency 

and intensity of training. Conscripts are being trained as part of the reserve force with 
an emphasis on urban warfare and physical fitness. In refresher training, they will 

assemble in the same unit and focus on beach defense, urban combat and defending 

key facilities. And conscripts will fire three times as many rounds from their rifles. 

‘A MESS’ 

The troubled switch to a full-time force has contributed to a gutting of the reserves, a 
crucial component of the island’s ability to reinforce full-time units and repulse 

invading troops. The 2.31 million-strong reserve force only exists on paper, according 
to Taiwanese and foreign military experts. “The reserves really are a mess,” said 

Newsham. “Pretty close to useless.” In interviews, reservists called up for refresher 
training of between one and seven days complained of wasting time on pointless drills, 

lectures and films. There were no realistic exercises or clear explanations of what 

action would be required in a crisis, they said. A reservist surnamed Lee said he was 
called up for five days of training last year, the second time since he finished his 

conscription service in 2015. He described the experience as “an opportunity to make 
friends.” On occasion, instructors knew the students were bored, abandoned their 

lectures and opened the floor to trainees to introduce themselves. One of Lee’s fellow 

reservists, a car dealer, took the opportunity to make a sales pitch. 

“I’m certainly not trained properly to fight in a war,” Lee said. “The retraining only 
lasted five days, in which we only fired rifles once.” There are signs that the Tsai 

administration is working to boost readiness and firepower and to reform the reserves. 
In October, Yen revealed a proposal to build a better trained force within the reserves, 

made up of 268,000 troops, who could be “immediately” mobilized to join the 

standing military in an emergency. In the annual Han Kuang Exercise held in July in 
central Taiwan, two battalions of reservists were called up to take part in a live-fire 

artillery drill with regular units. A senior Taiwan official familiar with the island’s 
security planning told Reuters the United States had been urging the military to 

include the reservists in the drill. Prominent military thinkers on the island are calling 

for a more radical shake-up. Foremost is Admiral Lee, the former head of the military, 
who has set out his ideas in a number of articles. Before his retirement last year, Lee 

proposed that the island avoid a war of attrition with a massively powerful China. 
Instead, Lee suggests Taiwan prepare to absorb PLA missile and air strikes. The key, 

he argues, is to preserve the ability to strike back at an invading force despite the likely 

loss of major conventional hardware, including big warships and jet fighters. 

At the heart of Lee’s proposal are several changes. One, Taiwan should maintain a 
small number of large, expensive weapons to preserve public morale and counter 

Beijing’s gray-zone operations. At the same time, though, the island should bristle with 
big numbers of smaller, cheaper but lethal weapons, including mobile anti-ship 

missiles, portable anti-aircraft missiles, advanced sea mines and fast missile boats. 
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Camouflaged and dispersed in urban, coastal, jungle and mountain areas, these 
weapons would be harder for PLA forces to find and destroy and could pummel an 

invasion force well before it reached land. Another crucial element is dramatic reform 
of the reserves and civil defense units, creating urban and guerrilla warfare units. 

These would engage in protracted warfare with Chinese troops that do manage to land. 

For now, it’s unclear whether Tsai’s administration will adopt Lee’s proposals. But 
Lee’s thinking has strong backing in Washington. The outgoing U.S. national security 

advisor, Robert O’Brien, said in October that the Taiwanese should “turn themselves 
into a porcupine” militarily, adding: “Lions generally don’t like to eat porcupines.” Lee, 

however, says Taiwan shouldn’t rely on America’s help. “How do you defend Taiwan? 

All I can hear is that the United States will intervene,” he said. “What reason is there 
to believe that the United States will sacrifice the lives of its own children to defend 

Taiwan?” He added: “My best bet is my own strength, to stop people from bullying 
me.” 

Source: Reuters; 10 December 2020 

 

RUSSIA, NATO TO CONDUCT MILITARY 

DRILL FOR 1ST TIME IN 10 YEARS 
Russia will hold a joint naval exercise with NATO countries in the Pakistani city of 

Karachi for the first time in 10 years, the press service of the Russian Black Sea Fleet 
said in a statement Thursday. According to the statement, the "AMAN-2021" 

maneuvers will take place in February off the coast of Pakistan in the waters of the 

southern port city of Karachi. "In addition to the ships of the Pakistani Navy and the 
Russian Navy, the U.S. Navy, the Royal Navy of Great Britain, Chinese People's 

Liberation Army (PLA) Navy, Japan's Maritime Self-Defense Force, Turkish Navy, 
Philippine Navy, the Royal Malaysian Navy, Sri Lankan Navy and Indonesian Navy 

will take part in the military drill," it added. Russia will be represented by a frigate, a 

patrol ship, a rescue tug, a Marine Corps unit, a mine clearance team and a naval 
helicopter. The last time the ships of the Russian Navy operated together with the ships 

of the NATO allies was in 2011, off the coast of Spain as part of the exercise "Bold 
Monarch," which involved some 2,000 participants from over 20 nations. The 

exercises were designed to maximize international cooperation and interoperability in 

the area of maritime safety that has always been important to NATO and all 
submarine-operating countries. 

Source: Daily Sabah; 10 December 2020 

 

TORY ANGER OVER NAVY THREAT ‘TO BOARD 

FRENCH BOATS AND ARREST FISHERMEN’ IN 

EVENT OF NO-DEAL BREXIT 
S 

https://www.reuters.com/article/hongkong-taiwan-military/special-report-china-launches-gray-zone-warfare-to-subdue-taiwan-idUSL4N2IQ1QM
https://www.dailysabah.com/world/asia-pacific/russia-nato-to-conduct-military-drill-for-1st-time-in-10-years
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Senior Conservatives have reacted angrily to threats to deploy four Royal Navy 
gunboats to patrol UK fishing waters and arrest French fishermen in the event of a no-

deal Brexit. Armed with cannon and machine guns, the 80-metre vessels will patrol 
the English Channel and Irish Sea to stop illegal fishing. In a dramatic ratcheting-up 

of contingency planning if a trade deal is not agreed with the EU, Wildcat and Merlin 

helicopters are also being placed on standby to help with coastal surveillance, the Daily 
Mail reported. Tobias Ellwood, Tory chairman of the Commons Defence Committee, 

called the threat “irresponsible” while former European commissioner Lord Patten 
accused the Prime Minister of behaving like an “English nationalist”. Military 

personnel have been seconded to the Joint Maritime Security Centre to help deal with 

any clashes in fishing grounds. The naval ships could even be ordered to impound the 
vessels of rogue French and other EU fishermen. Last month the so-called XO 

committee, led by Michael Gove, the Cabinet Office minister, and responsible for no-
deal contingencies, discussed plans for the Navy to intercept and board French fishing 

boats in British waters.  

One scenario included Royal Marines abseiling from helicopters on to French vessels 

in the event of a "threat to life". The confirmation of the move by the Ministry of 
Defence came as Boris Johnson and European Commission president Ursula von der 

Leyen warned that a no-deal outcome looked more likely than an agreement in the 
trade negotiations. Fishing has been one of the most contentious issues in the 

negotiations with the bloc, with France reportedly discontent with the UK’s proposals 

for reducing quotas for EU skippers and a short implementation period. Reciprocal 
access to each other’s waters will end next year but the two sides are at odds over what 

will replace the current terms, which the UK fishing industry has long argued leaves 
them short-changed. As an independent coastal state come January, Britain will have 

the right to decide who fishes within its rich exclusive economic zone for fishing, which 

extends for up to 200 miles. 

Former defence minister Mr Ellwood voiced his concern about the Royal Navy 

proposals and urged for the gaps in the negotiations to be bridged before the deadline. 

“I think these headlines are absolutely irresponsible. We need to be focusing on what 

is already in the bag – 98% of the deal is there, there are three or four outstanding 
issues,” he told BBC Radio 4’s Today programme. “Important though they are, let’s 

park those for the future. Let’s get this deal because economically, but most 
importantly, international reputationally this would be so damaging to Britain – it 

would be a retrograde step, a failure of statecraft.” Lord Patten, also speaking on 

Today, said he feared for the UK’s future under Mr Johnson’s premiership after the 
Conservative leader said on Friday it looked “very, very likely” that the country was on 

the prospect of leaving the single market without new trading arrangements in place 
for January 1. Former Tory chairman Lord Patten said: “While I hope for the best, I do 

fear for the worst because it is very, very difficult to see what the plan is, how we’re 

going to do so brilliantly when we’re out of this ‘cage’ of Europe – which we of course 
helped to build because the main constructor of the single market was Margaret 

Thatcher.” The potential deployment evokes memories of the Cod Wars with Iceland 
in the 1970s. Britain deployed 22 frigates to protect the fishing fleet, which led Iceland 

to try to buy American gunboats to drive them off. In 2018 French and English fishing 
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boats clashed over scallop fishing. The move is unlikely to calm tensions ahead of 
tomorrow's deadline for a decision on whether trade negotiations should carry on. 

Boris Johnson yesterday warned No Deal was now 'very, very likely', meaning Britain 

would have to trade with the EU under what he calls an 'Australian-style relationship'. 
The Prime Minister had tried to speak directly to Emmanuel Macron and Angela 

Merkel but the French and German leaders rebuffed his approach. The Ministry of 

Defence has spent months drawing up contingency plans for a number of outcomes at 
the end of the transition period on December 31. According to the Times, the 

Government is planning to beef-up patrol powers by bringing in legislation to allow 
the Navy to board foreign vessels and arrest fishermen amid fears of clashes in the 

English Channel if there is no deal. The Guardian reported that the four Royal Navy 

boats readied for fishing surveillance are river patrol vessels which are armed with 
machine guns – although the newspaper said there was no expectation shots would 

need to be fired. A Ministry of Defence spokesman said the deployment of the boats 
had been agreed as part of planning for the end of the transition period. 

He said: “The MoD has conducted extensive planning and preparation to ensure that 

defence is ready for a range of scenarios at the end of the transition period. “This 
preparation includes a standby package of 14,000 personnel to ensure that we are 

ready to support other Government departments and authorities over the winter 

period, including with the EU transition, Covid-19 and potential severe weather 
events.” The move is likely to be read in Brussels as a warning shot as negotiators 

knuckle down in a bid to secure an agreement this weekend after Mr Johnson and Ms 
von der Leyen agreed a firm decision was needed on the talks by Sunday. Chief 

negotiators Michel Barnier and Lord Frost are set to talk throughout the weekend in 

Brussels. Speaking to reporters on a visit to Blyth in Northumberland, Mr Johnson 
said fishing and a so-called level playing field “ratchet” that would tie the UK to future 

EU standards were the two major stumbling blocks to a deal. 

He said: “There is the whole issue of fish where we’ve got to be able to take back control 
of our waters. So there is a way to go – we’re hopeful that progress can be made. “But 

I’ve got to tell, that from where I stand now, here in Blyth, it is looking very, very likely 

that we will have to go for a solution that I think would be wonderful for the UK, and 
we’d be able to do exactly what we want from January.” Labour leader Sir Keir 

Starmer, using the Prime Minister’s own words from 2019 against him, told the Mirror 
that collapsing the negotiations with Brussels after promising to “get Brexit done” at 

the general election would represent a “complete failure of statecraft”. Earlier on 

Friday, Ms von der Leyen said the UK and EU have “not yet found the solutions to 
bridge our differences” on fisheries. The Commission president urged the Government 

to “understand the legitimate expectations of EU fishing fleets built on decades, and 
sometimes centuries, of access”. “On these and other points, our negotiators are 

working. We will decide on Sunday whether we have the conditions for an agreement 

or not,” she said in Brussels. “One way or the other, in less than three weeks it will be 
new beginnings for old friends.” 

Source: Evening Standard; 12 December 2020 

 

https://www.standard.co.uk/news/politics/no-deal-brexit-navy-french-fishermen-b270498.html
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MARITIME FORCES 
 

NAVY ORDERS ISRAELI SMASH 2000 PLUS 

SYSTEMS TO TACKLE DRONES, MORE 

CONTRACTS IN OFFING 
- Snehesh Alex Philip 

New Delhi: The Indian Navy has gone in for an unspecified number of Israeli, cutting-
edge fire control systems that tackle drone threats from close range besides improving 

a soldier’s accuracy and speed of hitting targets. Sources in the defence and security 
establishment told ThePrint that while this is an initial order, the Army along with the 

Border Security Force are already in talks with Israeli firm Smart Shooter. A statement 

released by the firm Tuesday said it had been awarded a contract for the supply of its 
SMASH Fire Control Systems to the Indian Navy by the defence ministry. The contract 

calls for the supply of Smart Shooter’s SMASH 2000 Plus fire control systems, which 
will be installed mainly on AK-47 and AK 203 rifles. SMASH is a kind of electro-optic 

sight system. “SMASH 2000 Plus provides an inimitable hard-kill solution against the 

growing threats of drones, and delivers proven ability to hit any ground or airborne 
targets and eliminate the threat quickly and effectively,” Michal Mor, the company’s 

CEO said in the statement. She added, “We will be happy to keep offering the Indian 
Military diverse cutting-edge solutions for protection against ground and aerial threats 

at land, air, and sea.” 

Systems upgrade to tackle drone threat 

In his annual press conference last week, Navy chief Admiral Karambir Singh had said 
that the force was procuring SMASH-2000s as anti-drone equipment to protect 

against attacking drones. Smart Shooter claims the SMASH 2000 Plus features built-

in targeting algorithms that can track and hit very small drones skimming along at 
high speed, at ranges of up to 120 metres, with the first shot. It said that SMASH 2000 

Plus fully complies with the Indian needs and shall significantly improve a soldier’s 
accuracy and speed of hitting targets and shooting down threats, hence dramatically 

maximising operational effectiveness. 

The SMASH 2000 Plus is based on the SMASH 2000 system and includes the whole 

feature set with an additional advanced Counter-UAS (Unmanned Aerial Systems) 
Mode, which provides accurate Hard Kill capability to counter the emerging drone 

threat. The electro-optic (EO) sight system, which was brought into the market last 
year, provides a day/night rapid target acquisition capability to target small, fast-

moving aerial threats such as incendiary balloons and kites. This was later upgraded 

to target small, moving drones from closer ranges of rifle. 

Source: The Print; 08 December 2020 

https://theprint.in/defence/navy-orders-israeli-smash-2000-plus-systems-to-tackle-drones-more-contracts-in-offing/562955/
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FUTURE SHIPS OF THE INDIAN NAVY 
With a long coastline of more than 7,800km, the Indian Navy faces the challenge of 
protecting the country’s maritime interests at all times. The navy continues to add key 

assets to its fleet, based on its strategic requirements and to maintain its dominant 

position as one of the major naval forces in the world. Naval Technology details some 
of the major future ships of the Indian Navy. 

 
Aircraft carriers 

 

Vishal will be the most expensive defence platform of India, subject to funding 
approval from the Ministry of Defence (MoD). Still in its conceptual phase, the 

proposed aircraft carrier will join INS Vikramaditya and INS Vikrant, the latter of 
which is expected to undergo sea trials by the end of 2020. Vishal will be the second 

indigenous aircraft carrier after Vikrant. With three carriers, the Indian Navy will have 

the capability to ensure the availability of at least two carriers at sea, while the other 
undergoes overhaul, repair and maintenance in the yard. Vikrant will be developed 

with catapult assisted take-off but arrested recovery (CATOBAR) capability and an 
electromagnetic launch system (EMALS). Its advanced catapults will enable the 

launch of heavier and larger aircraft. Although it was previously planned to be nuclear-

propelled, the Indian Navy scrapped those plans. The third aircraft carrier’s significant 
$7bn cost estimate (excluding the cost of fighter jets) and budget woes have, however, 

impacted the progress of the development. Vikrant is expected to enter service in the 
2030s. INS Vikrant, on the other hand, has completed basin trials at Cochin Shipyard 

Limited’s (CSL) facility in Kochi in November 2020. The 262m-long aircraft carrier 

has a displacement of 40,000t and is expected to carry up to 40 fighter aircraft. 
Equipped with a short take-off but arrested recovery (STOBAR) mechanism with ski-

jump, it is anticipated to join the Indian Navy’s fleet by the end of 2021 or early-2022. 
 

Submarines 

 
The Indian Navy will procure six diesel-electric submarines under the Project-75 India 

(Project-75I or P75I) programme worth Rs550bn ($7.51bn). Being developed as the 
successor of the Project 75 Kalvari-class programme, Project-75I will deliver a new 

class of attack submarines equipped with advanced air-independent propulsion 

systems that will allow them to stay submerged for longer duration and ensure 
increased operational range. The advanced P75I submarines will be built in India 

through technology transfer under the Indian Government’s Strategic Partnership 
model, which encourages the participation of domestic private firms in defence to 

boost the country’s defence manufacturing capabilities. The government shortlisted 

two domestic firms, namely Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited (MDSL) and Larsen 
& Toubro, and five foreign original equipment manufacturers in January 2020. 

 
The programme requires the two Indian firms to work in collaboration with one of the 

foreign firms, including Russia’s Rubin Design Bureau, Germany’s ThyssenKrupp 

Marine Systems, France’s Naval Group, South Korea’s Daewoo Shipbuilding & Marine 
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Engineering, and Spain’s Navantia. Technical and financial bids for the project are 
anticipated to be submitted by the end of 2020. The Indian Navy plans to acquire a 

total of 24 submarines, including six nuclear-capable submarines. A project to build a 
new class of 13,500t ballistic missile submarines is also underway. Known as S-5, the 

submarines will be twice the weight of the Arihant-class submarines and have the 

capacity to carry 12 nuclear missiles, according to Indian media. Final design work for 
the submarine is ongoing. Furthermore, the proposed $17bn Project 75 Alpha nuclear-

powered attack submarines (SSN) programme is progressing, with the preliminary 
design phase completed as of February 2020. 

 

Frigates 
 

The Project 17A programme, which will deliver seven advanced frigates, was approved 
by the Indian Government in February 2015 to enhance the Indian Navy’s combat 

capability. MDSL will construct four Nilgiri-class frigates while GRSE will build the 

remaining three, under the project worth approximately Rs500bn ($7bn). The lead 
ship of the class, INS Nilgiri, was launched in September 2019 while the keel of the 

third frigate of the class was laid in September 2020. Based on the Project 17 Shivalik-
class, the stealth frigates will be fitted with weapons, sensors, and integrated platform 

management system. The ship will provide significantly improved air defence 

capabilities due to the integration of the Barak-8 surface-to-air missile that can be 
fired from a vertical launch system with the capability to launch multiple missiles 

simultaneously. It will also be armed with BrahMos, the world’s fastest supersonic 
cruise missile. A larger 127mm-calibre main gun will offer enhanced range while the 

multi-function surveillance track and missile guidance radar (MF-STAR) will enable 

the detection of multiple air and surface stealth targets at the same time. The 6,670t 
guided-missile frigate will be powered by two MAN Energy Solutions’ diesel engines 

and two General Electric LM2500 gas turbines. It will have a top speed of 28k while 
the range is expected to be 5,500nm. 

 

Support vessels 
 

The Indian Ministry of Defence will acquire five new fleet support vessels for the 
Indian Navy. A $2.3bn contract was signed between Hindustan Shipyard Limited 

(HSL) and the TAIS consortium between five Turkish shipbuilders for the 

collaboration to design and build the vessels. 
 

The first ship will take four years to complete, while the remaining will be built ten 
months apart from each other. To be built indigenously through technology transfer 

from the Turkish consortium, the fleet support vessels will be used to transport food 

and ammunition for replenishment. Anadolu Shipyard, which is part of TAIS, will 
provide design and technical support to HSL for building the 45,000t ships. India also 

approved the procurement of six next-generation offshore patrol vessels (NGOPVs) 
for the Navy in August 2018. Each NGOPV will displace approximately 2,500t and 

carry more than 150 people, including 20 officers and 130 sailors. To be deployed both 

in blue and littoral waters, the vessels would be used for protection of offshore assets, 
search and seizure operations, surveillance missions, and maritime interdiction. 
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Anti-submarine warfare shallow watercraft (ASW SWC) ships 
 

The Indian Navy placed contracts with CSL and Garden Reach Shipbuilders & 
Engineers (GRSE) for the construction of 16 anti-submarine warfare shallow 

watercraft (ASW SWC) ships in May 2019. CSL and GRSE will build eight ships each, 

with deliveries expected to start from 2022. The ASW SWC warships will have lower 
draught and be incorporated with indigenous integrated platform management 

systems, propulsion, and auxiliary equipment. Being procured under a $1.88bn 
project, the ASW ships will boost the Indian Navy’s coastal shallow-water anti-

submarine warfare capability. The ships will provide coastal subsurface surveillance 

and mine-laying capabilities and support submarine-hunting operations in shallow 
waters. The ASW SWC will be 70m-long with a displacement of 700t. Its stealthy 

design will offer low acoustic and infrared signature. The warship is expected to be 
equipped with an ASW combat suite, including hull-mounted sonar, low-frequency 

variable depth sonar (VDS), torpedo tube launcher, rocket launcher, and fire control 

system, as well as a remote control gun with optronic control. 
 

Source: naval-technology.com; 11 December 2020 
 

 

INDIA'S OWN GPS-LIKE NAVIGATION SYSTEM 

NAVIC GETS IMO RECOGNITION 

- T E Narasimhan 

The Indian Space Research Organisation (Isro) said on Tuesday that the International 

Maritime Organisation (IMO) has recognised NavIC as a component of the World-
Wide Radio Navigation System (WWRNS). This recognition was awarded in the 102nd 

meeting of Maritime Safety Committee of IMO (MSC-102). NavIC was represented at 
IMO by the Directorate General of Shipping (DGS), Ministry of Ports, Shipping and 

Waterways with technical support from Isro. In April 2020, NavIC L5 was 

incorporated in the Radio Technical Commission for Maritime Services (RTCM) 
standard 10403.3 for differential Global Navigation Satellite System (GNSS) 

applications. These developments will enable the utilisation of NavIC in the fields of 
maritime navigation, surveying and others. 

Isro has built satellites in the IRNSS series and the constellation is designed to provide 

accurate position information services within India and the region extending up to 
1,500 km beyond its boundary, which is its primary service area. It is designed to 

provide two types of services - Standard Positioning Service (SPS), which is provided 

to all users and Restricted Service (RS), which is an encrypted service provided only to 
the authorised users. The system is expected to provide position accuracy of 20 metres 

or better in the primary service area. The name NavIC was given by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi after the successful launch of the seventh navigation satellite, in April 

2016. 

Source: Business Standard; 08 December 2020 

https://www.naval-technology.com/features/future-ships-indian-navy/
https://www.business-standard.com/article/technology/india-s-own-gps-like-navigation-system-navic-gets-imo-recognition-120120801062_1.html


Making Waves 

07 – 13 Dec 2020       
 

                                                                                    

19                                                                                                                                                
 

INDIAN NAVY ORDERS ISRAELI-MADE 

COUNTER-DRONE TECHNOLOGY 

- Josh Spires 

The Indian Navy has put in an order for Israeli-made Smart Shooter SMASH 2000 
Plus gun mounted drone detection sights. The new tech will allow soldiers to detect 

drones during the day and night and take them out if needed. The high-tech gun sights 
delivery will be completed early next year, with soldiers learning to use them soon 

after. A source followed with the following earlier in the week: “Such sights, with each 

costing less than Rs 10 lakh ($13,500), can be mounted on rifles to track and shoot 
down small and fast-moving incoming drones with very high kill probability at ranges 

up to 120 meters. The project will be executed by an Indian firm in collaboration with 
Israeli original equipment manufacturer Smart Shooter.” 

The SMASH Fire Control System has been specially designed and developed to 

improve soldiers’ accuracy on the battlefield. According to Smart Shooter, the SMASH 

system improves the first shot accuracy of those experienced in shooting by about 60% 
and trainees by about 80%. This is based on the first round hit rate on moving targets 

100 meters away when using a Red-Dot sight and the SMASH sight. Smart Shooter 
currently has three products that come with ‘Drone Mode,’ which allows you to easily 

lock onto a drone, track it, and then take it out with ease. The SMASH system uses a 

camera to track objects and algorithms to continue tracking them. The SMASH 2000 
Plus equips to an M4, AR 15, and the SR24 assault rifles and allows for up to 3600 

SMASH-assisted shots to be taken on a single charge. It is also equipped with a NIR 
illuminator allowing you to see targets during the night better. 

This year, the Brazilian Strategic Defense Company Opto S&D signed a deal that would 

see the two working together to explore possible uses for the Smart Shooter SMASH 
products in the Brazilian Army and public safety. Not too long after, the Dutch Army 

took the system for a test drive, taking down a Mavic 2, two Mavic Pros, a Mavic Mini, 

a Phantom 3, and an Inspire 2. 

Source: dronedj; 11 December 2020 

 
 

THE NAVY RUNS INTO A BUDGET BOULDER 

- Sandeep Unnithan 

The Indian Navy’s planned acquisition of a third Indigenous Aircraft Carrier (IAC-2) 
is at risk of running aground. On December 3, during the annual navy press conference 

held in New Delhi, Chief of Naval Staff, Admiral Karambir Singh, iterated the Navy’s 
determination to acquire IAC-2. But the first Chief of Defence Staff, Gen. Bipin Rawat, 

one of whose primary tasks is to prioritise acquisitions in the three armed forces, has 

cited budget constraints. At his first media interaction in February, after taking over 
as CDS in December 2019, Gen. Rawat had asked the navy to re-evaluate priorities and 

hinted that if they pushed for the IAC-2, they would have to forgo the nuclear powered 

https://dronedj.com/2020/12/11/indian-navy-orders-israeli-made-counter-drone-technology/
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attack submarines (SSNs), another service priority. “[IAC-2] is a major investment. 
What is it that the navy [itself] will not be able to get (if it pushes for IAC-2) and what 

will the effect be on the army? You cannot just have one service moving ahead,” he had 
said. A third carrier, Rawat explained, had hidden costs, it would mean sanctions for 

2,500 more crew members and their salaries, buying fighter jets (each at a cost of over 

Rs 1,000 crore) and buying destroyer escorts for the carrier. 

The navy rejects the binary argument and maintains that it needs both carriers and 
nuclear submarines. SSNs, in fact, operate as the underwater strike element of a 

carrier battlegroup, around which the navy’s strategy is currently centred. The service 
is preparing its pitch to obtain an Acceptance of Necessity (AoN) from the government 

for the IAC-2 in 2021. This will be difficult if the CDS continues to oppose it and since 

there is no evidence of him having changed his mind, the stand-off continues. 
Interestingly, the case for six indigenously-built Project 76 SSNs, displacing over 

6,000 tonnes each and costing over Rs 14,000 crore each, is also pending with the 
government. Armed with torpedoes and cruise missiles that can strike targets on land 

and at sea, SSNs are powered by nuclear reactors, assuring them of tremendous speed 

and almost unlimited underwater endurance. The navy currently has just one, the INS 
Chakra loaned from Russia, but needs at least six. Unlike the Arihant-class strategic 

submarines, which are separately funded by the government, the SSNs will have to be 
paid for from the navy’s funds. 

The IAC-2, though, is “non-negotiable” and the navy top brass says it will work hard 

to convince the CDS of the merit of the proposal. The carrier will be conventionally 
powered, displace over 65,000 tonnes and be equipped with the US-built Electro 

Magnetic Launch System (EMALS), cleared for sale to India, which means it can 

launch heavier multirole aircraft like the F/A-18 or the Rafale and exercise ‘sea control’ 
over vast swathes of ocean with its 55 aircraft and helicopters. The navy currently 

operates one aircraft carrier, the Russian-built INS Vikramaditya. Its second carrier, 
the indigenously built ‘Vikrant’, will shortly begin sea trials before being inducted in 

late 2021. Carriers are reappearing in Asia thanks to the astonishing rise of China’s 

navy, now the world’s largest. The People’s Liberation Army (PLA) Navy’s plans to 
double its two-carrier fleet this decade and field six by the 2030s has sparked off 

concerns among other countries, including India. The 11-carrier US Navy, too, is 
looking at smaller carriers to expand its fleet. The Japanese are repurposing their 

helicopter carriers to operate fixed-wing fighter aircraft and the South Koreans plan 

to acquire one. But why does the Indian Navy need a third aircraft carrier? To ensure 
two are always available for service, one for each coast, while the third is being 

repaired. It will take close to a decade to build and is expected to be in service only 
around 2033-35. The navy’s view is that they have done the math and they can pay for 

both the submarines and the carriers. The navy accounts for the smallest share of the 

defence budget, roughly 15 per cent. It was allocated Rs 61,890 crore in this year’s 
budget, of which roughly Rs 25,000 crore will be spent on capital acquisitions. Even 

so, funding for these projects is spread over a decade and paid for in annual 
instalments. The expenditure for the SSNs and the IAC-2, says a senior navy official, 

will never exceed their yearly capital budget. “If a service is given a budget, then they 

should also be allowed to decide on force planning,” the official adds. 
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With two big-ticket projects coming up before the government for approval, 2021 
could be a crucial year for naval planners on making their case for more funds. Early 

next year, it will issue Requests for Proposals (RFPs) for six Project 75I conventional 
submarines, or solicit commercial bids from two Indian firms, who will have to partner 

with one of the five shortlisted foreign submarine builders. If the service is unable to 

obtain an AoN for the IAC-2, their proposal will most likely lie dormant and be 
resurrected by the service when budgetary times are more favourable. 

Source: India Today; 11 December 2020 
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SHIPPING, PORTS AND 

OCEAN ECONOMY  
 

IMO WELCOMES UN RESOLUTION ON 

SEAFARER DESIGNATION DURING COVID-19 
The United Nations General Assembly has called on UN Member States to designate 

seafarers and other marine personnel as key workers and to implement relevant 
measures to allow stranded seafarers to be repatriated and others to join ships, and to 

ensure access to medical care. In a resolution on International cooperation to address 
challenges faced by seafarers as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic to support global 

supply chains, adopted on 1 December, the United Nations recognizes the need for an 

urgent and concrete response from all stakeholders, including the private sector, to 
resolve the situation of seafarers stranded at sea and/or unable to join ships because 

of national travel restrictions introduced across the globe as a result of the pandemic. 
The resolution also encourages Governments and relevant stakeholders to implement 

IMO-recognized protocols to ensure safe ship crew changes and travel during the 

COVID-19 pandemic, thereby allowing stranded seafarers to be repatriated and others 
to join ships, taking into account essential preventive measures taken by port states 

against COVID-19. 

Welcoming the adoption of the resolution, International Maritime Organization 
(IMO) Secretary-General Kitack Lim said, “Sadly, hundreds of thousands of seafarers, 

who are vital to maintaining supply chains, remain stranded at sea for months beyond 

their contracted time. This is causing immense strain, fatigue and exhaustion and is 
unsustainable. I hope that this call to action will result in positive momentum to 

resolve the crew change crisis.” Mr Lim added, “I am grateful to those countries who 
have already taken steps to designate seafarers as key workers and to all UN agencies 

and industry partners who have been working tirelessly to find ways to resolve the 

difficult situation. This is a human rights issue. Seafarers’ lives are being made 
impossible through the crew change difficulties and this can only have a detrimental 

effect on ship safety and on the supply chain, the longer the situation continues.” The 
UN resolution calls on international organizations and other relevant stakeholders, 

including workers and employers organizations, to support Governments, upon their 

request, in the design and implementation of their responses and policies aimed at 
ensuring the integrity and increasing the resilience of global supply chains, decent 

working and living conditions and human rights of seafarers. 

Vaccination for seafarers 
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Noting recent positive news regarding the development of vaccines against COVID-19, 
Mr Lim said the key worker designation should ensure seafarers and maritime workers 

receive priority vaccination, to allow them to work and maintain vital global supply 
chains. “I hope that the key worker designation will ensure that seafarers can be 

vaccinated expeditiously. This will go some way to resolving the ongoing crew change 

crisis,” Mr. Lim said. UNGA resolution on International cooperation to address 
challenges faced by seafarers as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic to support global 

supply chains  The resolution was adopted during a session of the 75th United Nations 
General Assembly on 1 December 2020.  

Source: Homeland Security Today; 11 December 2020 

 

SEAFARERS ARE KEY WORKERS: IT’S “ALL 

HANDS ON DECK” @ WMU TO SOLVE THE 

SEAFARER CRISIS 
- Gregory R. Trauthwein 

 

Dr. Cleopatra Doumbia-Henry, President, World Maritime University, discussed the 
ongoing seafarer crisis plus the new report from WMU, A Culture of Adjustment, 

which outlines systemic failures in the implementation of the regulatory regime for 
seafarers’ work and rest hours. Search as you like, but you will be hard-pressed to find 

anyone as passionate about all matters surrounding maritime and seafarers than Dr. 
Cleopatra Doumbia-Henry. Prior to taking the helm as president of the World 

Maritime University (WMU) six years ago, she served as the Director of the 

International Labor Standards Department of the International Labor Office (ILO) in 
Geneva, Switzerland, responsible for developing the Maritime Labor Convention, 

2006. That makes the current COVID-19 induced seafarer crisis even more topical and 
personal, as nearly half a million seafarers remain stranded at sea, far beyond the 

expiration of their contracts, with no global consensus to allow for efficient maritime 

crew changes and transfers. “Seafarers are key workers, they are essential to keep 
global commerce running,” to ensure food and fuel is delivered when and where it is 

needed, Dr. Doumbia-Henry said in a recent interview with Maritime Reporter & 
Engineering News. “There are a few countries that have taken action (to help enact 

crew changes), but we still have the majority of the countries who have not taken the 

necessary action.”  While the situation has been discussed ad nauseum, little progress 
has been made to help enact any semblance of normal crew changes.  

Hopefully this is changing as on December 2, the 193-member U.N. General Assembly 

urged all countries to designate seafarers and other marine personnel as key workers, 
a unanimously adopted resolution which encouraged governments to ensure safe ship 

crew changes and travel, allowing stranded seafarers to be repatriated and others to 

join ships. Welcoming the adoption of the resolution, IMO Secretary-General Kitack 
Lim said in a release “Sadly, hundreds of thousands of seafarers, who are vital to 

maintaining supply chains, remain stranded at sea for months beyond their contracted 
time. This is causing immense strain, fatigue and exhaustion and is unsustainable. 

https://www.hstoday.us/subject-matter-areas/maritime-security/imo-welcomes-un-resolution-on-seafarer-designation-during-covid-19/
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This is a human rights issue. Seafarers’ lives are being made impossible through the 
crew change difficulties and this can only have a detrimental effect on ship safety and 

on the supply chain, the longer the situation continues.” While the resolution is a step 
in the right direction, cohesive action by more countries is needed. “Shipping is 

indispensable to world trade, it is indispensable to the daily lives of people,” said Dr. 

Doumbia-Henry. “This is a wake-up call about the important role that seafarers play.” 

It’s “All Hands on Deck” @ WMU 

The World Maritime University was created in 1983 after the IMO recognized within 
IMO that there was a shortage of well-qualified, highly educated maritime experts, 

particularly in lesser developed nations. To that end, WMU graduates are spread 
around the world, many occcupying top spots in their respective country’s government 

and naval organizations, as well as maritime, shipping and port industries. It is the 

depth and breadth of this global alumni that Dr. Doumbia-Henry is counting on to 
provide information and influence to help solve the maritime industry’s most pressing 

matters. “I have written a lot of articles, I have made a lot of speeches and we all 
understand the pandemic is having a huge impact” said Dr. Doumbia-Henry. “We have 

to (continue to) disseminate the message, not just by me talking and making a speech, 
but by getting our own hands on deck, all our students from around the world.” To this 

end, WMU has hosted several webinars with its graduates to implore them to take 

action in their individual home countries or countries of domicile, to bring this matter 
to the fore and help to find a solution. “Most WMU students come from the developing 

world," said Dr. Doumbia-Henry. “They are the agents of change that can intervene, 
to help bring the seafarer crisis to the minds of leaders and help to devise a solution.” 

“A Culture of Adjustment” 

A sweeping new report from WMU entitled ‘A Culture of Adjustment,’ examines 

seafarer work and rest hours, a report which confirms previous research that suggested 

recording malpractices are widespread, which seriously questions the capacity of the 
current regulatory framework to prevent fatigue and mitigate its effects. These 

deficiencies are magnified exponentially by the strain of COVID-19, and the analysis 
indicates that insufficient manning is the root cause of violations especially during 

peak workload conditions. “There is still a culture of malpractice in terms of recording 

of hours of work and hours of rest,” said Dr. Doumbia-Henry. That malpractice is a 
“huge concern and it is also very dangerous,” not only for the health and well-being of 

the seafarers but also for shipping itself. “We are all part of a chain and these people 
(seafarers) are important. This is the time for us to say seafarers are indispensable to 

world trade. You need them to keep your economies afloat.” 

Source: maritimeprofessional.com; 09 December 2020 
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MARINE ENVIRONMENT 
 

HOW THE ISLES OF SCILLY WENT GREEN 

THANKS TO A CLEANTECH UPGRADE 
On a remote archipelago off the coast of Cornwall, a green energy revolution is taking 

shape. Separated from the English mainland by 45 kilometres of water, the Isles of 
Scilly were, until recently, in the grip of a fuel poverty crisis. The sparsely populated 

islands are connected to the UK’s national grid by a single, precarious undersea cable. 

If the cable breaks, as it did in 2017, the island relies on dirty diesel generators to keep 
the lights on. Such challenges, together with no mains gas supply, means that 

electricity use per household is about 50 per cent higher than in Cornwall. But then 
the solar panels started to arrive… 

In 2015, the islands embarked on a groundbreaking experiment to ditch their 

dependence on dirty energy sources and switch to a state-of-the-art, smart energy 

solution. An island-wide partnership was established with a bold ambition: to cut 
electricity bills by 40 per cent, meet 40 per cent of energy demand through renewables 

and for 40 per cent of vehicles to be low carbon or electric by 2025. The first project in 
the partnership, which cost £11 million and was partly financed by the European 

Regional Development Fund, brought together a number of technologies, from solar 
panels to smart water heaters and smart batteries for homes and businesses in a bid 

to tackle fuel poverty and cut carbon emissions. The scheme, led by the engineering 

conglomerate Hitachi, also established a local Community Venture non-profit 
company and has been a resounding success – and that success now offers a blueprint 

for other small islands and cities across the world. 

“What we look to do is take that kind of project and scale it,” says Ram Ramachander, 
CDO and CCO, Social Innovation Business EMEA at Hitachi. “If you take the impact 

we had on reducing energy prices, reducing energy poverty, reducing carbon 

emissions, how do you scale that into much bigger municipalities in the UK and also 
globally?” For Ramachander, the success of the project on the Isles of Scilly is a key 

demonstration of the power of social innovation in action – and how a different way 
of doing business can have a big, positive impact. It might sound like another business 

buzzword, but Ramachander is a keen believer in using social innovation to drive 

change not just in business, but also in society. At Hitachi, social innovation is made 
up of three components: economic, environmental and societal. “We’re an engineering 

conglomerate that owns quite a lot of infrastructure,” says Ramachander. “But we're 
also a big digital organisation that aims to bring operational technology and digital 

technology together to optimise social infrastructure.” The Isles of Scilly project shows 

how this expertise can work in practice. Smart technologies and new infrastructure are 
working together to not only remove dependence on fossil fuels, but also lift people 

out of fuel poverty and create a more sustainable way of life. Ramachander’s unit 
within Hitachi is tasked with incubating and launching businesses that have the 
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potential to become billion-dollar success stories – while also building these 
businesses to have a positive impact on the environment, the economy and society as 

a whole. 

It’s no small task – but Ramachander is energised by the challenge. Another project 
already underway, dubbed Optimise Prime, is collecting data from commercial electric 

vehicles in London and the south east of England to better understand the charging 

infrastructure demands of the future. Working with Ofgem, UK Power Networks, 
Royal Mail, Centrica, Uber and Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks, Hitachi is 

designing, building and operating the world’s largest commercial electric vehicle 
dataset and will have data from up to 3,000 vehicles by the end of the programme. As 

more and more vehicles – both commercial and personal – plug into the grid, 

companies and individuals will need to better understand where chargers need to be 
located, when vehicles need charging and how the grid can be improved to efficiently 

and effectively cope with demand. To understand the task ahead, Hitachi is handling 
a deluge of data to glean insights into potential pain points and opportunities for 

investment. “One of the targets that we have is potentially saving hundreds of millions 

in grid investment infrastructure by having a much deeper understanding through 
data and AI,” says Ramachander. 

And it’s not just the financial benefit. As a social innovation project, it also has to 

deliver on environmental and societal goals too. It’s estimated that an accelerated 
adoption of commercial electric vehicles in the UK will save 2.7 million tonnes of CO2, 

equivalent to a full Boeing 747-400 travelling around the world 1,484 times. The 
flexibility created by a deeper understanding of energy demand and distribution will 

also potentially free up enough capacity in the network to supply millions of homes 

with cleaner energy. 

These infrastructure projects are, as a result of their gargantuan scale, too big for any 
one company – or even one country – to solve. In all of its social innovation projects, 

Hitachi works in partnership with local communities, politicians, small and medium 
enterprises and startups, amongst others, to decide on the best plan of action. “You 

need organisations like Hitachi – big infrastructure conglomerates like us who are 

used to managing these big programmes and driving them forward,” says 
Ramachander. 

“We're going to invest in them, while bringing in fantastic innovation from startups 

and from SMEs. We need to interconnect that innovation world with big engineering 
companies who are good at innovation, but a bit slower than fast, agile startups.” 

Ramachander’s role is to bring that startup mentality to a big engineering firm – and 

deliver change that can benefit us all. “We bring that ethos of agility, fail fast, move 
fast and pivot – all of the fantastic things that great digital innovators are good at – 

into a big engineering conglomerate,” Ramachander explains. 

From clean, smart energy solutions on the Isles of Scilly to data analysis of huge 
electric vehicle fleets, social innovation is already having a profound impact on how 

companies do business and how people live their lives. As we prepare to enter a post-
pandemic world, such a collaborative approach that focuses on economic, social and 

environmental good, takes on ever greater significance. “We’re living in highly 
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uncertain times,” says Ramachander. “But I think there’s a huge opportunity for digital 
technology to have an impact on how society reconfigures itself.” 

Source: Wired; 11 December 2020 
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GEOPOLITICS 
 

WEST PRESSURING INDIA TO WEAKEN ITS 

MILITARY COOPERATION WITH RUSSIA — 

LAVROV 
MOSCOW, December 8. /TASS/. Western countries are pressuring India to weaken 
the military and technical cooperation between New Delhi and Moscow and also to 

push it into confrontation with China, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said at 

the videoconference meeting of the Russian International Affairs Council Tuesday. 
"The West is trying to, I have no doubts, resurrect the unipolar world order. Such poles 

as China and Russia are unlikely to be subservient to it. However, such a clear pole as 
India, for example, is subjected to an elaborate and aggressive policy of the West that 

is trying to draw the country into anti-Chinese games, promoting Indo-Pacific 

strategies, and to dramatically weaken our close partnership, strategic and privileged 
relations with Indians," Lavrov stressed. "New Delhi is facing tough pressure exerted 

by the US in issues of military and technical cooperation [with Russia]." 

According to the foreign minister, Western countries currently ignore objective global 
development trends, seeking to reinstate the unipolar world order that would include 

all states but for Russia and China with which it would deal later. The minister stressed 
that Moscow intends to continue advancing a unifying agenda in international affairs. 

Source: TASS; 08 December 2020 

  

PAKISTAN TAKES $1.5 BILLION LOAN FROM 

CHINA TO REPAY DEBT TO SAUDI ARABIA 
China has agreed to immediately provide $1.5 billion financing line to Pakistan to help 
the country repay the $2 billion Saudi Arabia debt, reports said. Out of $2 billion, 

Pakistan will reportedly return the $1 billion on Monday and the remaining $1 billion 
in January. Sources, however, said that this time around, China has not given the loan 

from its State Administration of Foreign Exchange, commonly known as SAFE 

deposits, nor has it extended a commercial loan. Instead, this time, China is providing 
the $1.5 billion loan by augmenting the size of 2011 bilateral Currency-Swap 

Agreement (CSA), by an additional 10 billion Chinse Yuan or around $1.5 billion, a 
report in The Express Tribune reported sources as saying. This has increased the size 

of the overall trade facility to 20 billion Chinese Yuan or $4.5 billion. 

What is Currency-Swap Agreement (CSA) 

https://tass.com/politics/1232501
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In December 2011, the bilateral Currency Swap Agreement was signed between the 
State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) and the Peoples Bank of China (PBOC) "in order to 

promote bilateral trade, finance direct investment and provide short-term liquidity 
support", according to the central bank. The original agreement was renewed in 

December 2014 for a period of three years with an overall limit of 10 billion yuan or 

$1.5 billion. It was again extended in May 2018 for a period of three years. This time 
the amount was increased to 20 billion Yuan or $3 billion. 

This agreement is slated to expire in May next year, however, SBP has decided to 

request China to further extend it for three more years, reports said. CSA is basically a 
Chinese trade finance facility that Pakistan has been using since 2011 in order to repay 

foreign debt and keep its gross foreign currency reserves at comfortable levels instead 

for trade-related purposes.  Under this agreement, the additional $1.5 billion Chinese 
loan will reportedly not reflect on the book of the federal government and it will not be 

treated as part of Pakistan's external public debt. Spokespersons for State Bank of 
Pakistan (SBP) and Pakistan's finance ministry neither denied nor confirmed the 

reports. The spokesperson for the central bank, however, evaded the questions while 

the ministry of finance said that it was a "bilateral confidential matter". 

Source: India Today; 13 December 2020 

 

ASEAN DEFENSE MINISTERS DISCUSS 

REGIONAL SECURITY 
- Senator Marise Payne 

The defense ministers of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations have ended their 
first day of virtual meetings to discuss regional security. In a joint declaration, they 

said they need to avoid actions that could further complicate the regional situation. 
The discussions focused on the South China Sea, where China has been increasing its 

presence. The declaration reaffirmed the importance of freedom of navigation in the 

region as well as the need to exercise self-restraint in the conduct of activities that 
could complicate or escalate disputes. 

Ngo Xuan Lich, from the host country Vietnam, said that terrorism, international 

crime and threats to maritime security pose a growing menace to regional peace and 
stability. He urged ASEAN member states to work together to overcome the issues. On 

Thursday, the ASEAN defense ministers will be joined by their counterparts from the 

US, China, Japan and other countries to discuss how to ensure regional stability amid 
the US-China standoff.  

Source: NHK World-Japan; 09 December 2020 

 

https://www.indiatoday.in/world/story/pakistan-takes-loan-from-china-to-repay-saudi-arabia-debt-1749176-2020-12-13
https://www3.nhk.or.jp/nhkworld/en/news/20201209_41/
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GEOPOLITICAL TENSION IN ARCTIC A HOT 

TOPIC AT CONFERENCE 
- Jane George 

Canada could find itself in the centre of a three-way security dilemma between the 

U.S., Russia and China, according to one Canadian expert. Rob Huebert, who works 
for the Centre for Military and Strategic Studies at the University of Calgary, shared 

this prediction during the ArcticNet science conference on Tuesday, Dec. 8. He said he 
believes the Arctic is soon going to become a geopolitical centre of gravity. 

“We are not at the end of the Cold War,” Huebert said during a session devoted to 

shipping in the Arctic during the opening day of the three-day virtual event. Huebert 
believes that as the U.S., Russia and China vie for power, maritime security in the 

Arctic will become a growing focus. He pointed out that the U.S. has a powerful Arctic-

based arsenal on land and sea in Alaska, while Russia is building up its ports and 
military capability along its Arctic coast. Meanwhile China wants to dominate the seas 

to carry out its Polar Silk Road plan, part of its ambition to become a “near-Arctic” 
state. This will have implications for Canada, Huebert said, as the country continues 

to establish sovereignty of the Northwest Passage and maintain trade and security. 

This will be “very difficult,” Huebert said, asserting the current Canadian government 
hasn’t shown much desire to deal with this. 

As well, a possible future Transpolar Shipping Route, which could open up across the 

top of the world by mid-century, was a hot topic at the conference. “The environmental 
and socioeconomic consequences may be acute,” said Mia Bennett, an Arctic 

researcher with the University of Hong Kong’s geography department. She noted the 

importance of involving Indigenous peoples and residents in its development. The 
ArcticNet conference continues until Thursday. This year’s event is online due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic. More than 1,500 participants from 26 countries are registered. 

Source: Nunatsiaq News; 09 December 2020 

 

CLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS REVEAL TRUDEAU’S 

DANGEROUS CHINA POLICY AND HOW 

CANADA INVITED CHINESE ARMY TO TRAIN 

IN ‘COLD-WEATHER WARFARE’ 
A 34-page secret document has been made public by Rebel News network that shines 
the light on Canada and its dangerous policy towards China. The secret document, 

which was not redacted properly, which is to say that important parts were only greyed 

out and not blacked out like they normally are, makes some startling revelations. It 
reveals that Canada had invited the army of China for cold-weather combat training 

despite opposition from the USA. In fact, it is also reported that Justin Trudeau got 

https://nunatsiaq.com/stories/article/geopolitical-tension-in-arctic-a-hot-topic-at-conference/
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angry with the Canadian Armed Forces (CAF) for cancelling the training after China 
kidnapped Canadian citizens Michael Spavor and Michael Kovrig. 

Rebel News has now made the entire document public so others can report on this 

decision by Canada, that would admittedly have international ramifications. Rebel 
News has now made the explosive document public after blackening out a very small 

portion, which would have, according to them, compromised the safety and security of 

one person. Rebel News says that in 2019 April, they had written to the government of 
Canada for any information on a report by the Russian media that alleged that Canada 

had sent a delegation to participate in the 70th anniversary celebration of the Chinese 
Navy. This is said to be a propaganda exercise and it was to take place only days after 

China had kidnapped 2 Canadian citizens. Rebel News says that after 19 months when 

the Trudeau government finally responded, they confirmed CAF’s attendance and also, 
gave details of other engagements that the Canadian army had undertaken with 

respect to China and its military. The information they received confirmed that Canada 
was training PLA soldiers, including an entire contingent, 1 and 2-star generals, at the 

Canadian Forces College in Toronto, as well as other military facilities in Kingston. 

They were training at these institutions for ‘cold-weather military tactics’. 
Interestingly, what the secret document also revealed was that Justin Trudeau was 

livid when the Canadian Army cancelled the training sessions after Canadian citizens 
were kidnapped by the PLA. Trudeau told the army that no other engagements with 

the PLA should be cancelled by the CAF. And if something had to be cancelled, the CAF 

had to take explicit permission from him first. He also said that the news of the 
cancellation would have to be broken ‘gently’ to China, so it would give them the 

opportunity to ‘save face’. “Given the heightened scrutiny, any decision by Canada to 
reduce-cut ties should be carefully considered to avoid sending any unhelpful or 

unintended messages,” writes the federal memorandum. “In the interest of avoiding 

such a scenario, a letter has been drafted on your behalf for DND’s Deputy Minister 
Thomas that will provide DND/CAF guidance consistent with Canada’s current 

approach to Canada”, the memo said. In fact, a perusal of the document also shows 
that not only was PLA’s cold-weather military tactic training in Canada scheduled but 

PLA was also scheduled to teach a class at the Kingston University. One portion of the 

document reads: 

“Our impression is that DND/CAF reluctance to engage with the PLA is not solely 

related to Ms. Meng’s arrest and the consular cases – that there are other reasons 

behind their interest in dis-engaging. From our perspective it also perhaps to be 
related to a desire to be fully aligned with FEYs, particularly in the U.S., whose 

approach has shifted under the Trump Administration. We recall, for example, that 
back in December DND/CAF were keen to cancel the PLA’s participation in the winter 

survival training following the request from DOD to do so. We also recall CDS’s 

position on the SCS group sail back in September. From what I can tell, DND/CAF is 
also luke warm about engaging on peacekeeping and the potential security 

implications, despite it being a leaders…” In this, Rebel News says that it was obvious 
that Canadian bureaucrats were deriding the concerns about military knowledge 

transfer to China was a ‘figment of the Trump administration’. According to Rebel 

News, the China Files not only shows how Trudeau is submissive towards China, but 
also shows that submissiveness towards China is the official policy of the Canadian 

Government and it has “deeply infected Canada’s civil service, too. Trudeau’s right-
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hand man, Ian Shugart, was tasked with silencing the CAF’s legitimate concerns about 
China, and forcing our military to continue acting as if China, not the U.S., was our 

most important ally”. 

Source: opindia.com; 10 December 2020 
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