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MARITIME SECURITY 
 

INDIA, PHILIPPINES TO BOOST DEFENCE 

COOPERATION, INFORMATION-SHARING TO 

FIGHT TERROR 
India and the Philippines agreed on Friday to enhance bilateral defence engagement 
and maritime cooperation, especially in training and procurement of military 

equipment, and to step up information-sharing to counter terrorism. The decisions 

were made during a virtual meeting of the joint commission on bilateral cooperation 
that was co-chaired by external affairs minister S Jaishankar and Teodoro Locsin Jr, 

secretary of department of foreign affairs of the Philippines. There is considerable 
defence cooperation between the two countries and the Philippines is considered to be 

among the front-runners for acquiring the BrahMos cruise missile jointly developed 

by India and Russia. Efforts to conclude a deal for the missile system this year were hit 
by the economic impact of the Covid-19 crisis, people familiar with developments said 

on condition of anonymity. 

The two sides “agreed to further strengthen defence engagement and maritime 
cooperation...especially in military training and education, capacity building, regular 

goodwill visits, and procurement of defence equipment”, the external affairs ministry 
said in a statement. They also agreed to “enhance cooperation in the area of counter-

terrorism with information exchange between concerned agencies and support in 

terms of specialised training needs”, the statement added. Jaishankar tweeted that his 
meeting with Locsin “focused on taking forward cooperation in trade and investment, 

defence, education, ICT and space”. The Indian side underlined “our convergence on 
Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative and ASEAN Outlook on Indo-Pacific,” he added. 

During the meeting, the two sides reviewed recent developments in bilateral relations 

and discussed the future trajectory of their engagement. Jaishankar and Locsin agreed 

to strengthen cooperation on shared challenges, particularly in the health sector to 
address the Covid-19 pandemic. They also agreed to expand trade and investment 

links, and to work on strengthening cooperation in agriculture, healthcare and 
pharmaceuticals, tourism, energy, ICT, and science and technology. To expand trade, 

tourism and student exchanges, both sides agreed to work on a simplified visa regime. 

Jaishankar appreciated educational opportunities provided by the Philippines to 
Indian students, and reaffirmed India’s assistance for development and capacity 

building in the Philippines. He invited Filipino students, scholars and academics to 
avail of the ITEC and e-ITEC initiatives, and use the PhD fellowships offered to Asean 

students at IITs. 

Source: hindustantimes.com; 06 November 2020 

 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/india-philippines-to-boost-defence-cooperation-information-sharing-to-fight-terror/story-MGb2WHV3N5Z9qPsF7I3GZL.html
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ALLOWING US IN MALDIVES TO KEEP CHINA 

OUT IS A HEAVY PRICE TO PAY. SO WHY IS 

INDIA DOING IT? 
- Tara Kartha 

After promising to ‘stand with’ India in its confrontation against China during his 

recent visit to New Delhi for the 2+2 meeting, US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
echoed the same sentiment in the Maldives and Sri Lanka, much to Beijing’s disgust. 

At the meeting with President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih, Pompeo said that China had 
brought lawlessness to the Maldives, even as the President himself, in a manner 

befitting of a small country with a debt of over $1 billion to China, didn’t mention 

Beijing at all. 

What was significant, however, was that Pompeo announced the opening of an 

embassy in the archipelago, after 54 years of diplomatic relations with the Maldives. 

That is something for China to mull over. Together with the Defence and Security 
Framework signed earlier, this is quite a sea change in the region and a significant shift 

in Indian policy from 2013, when New Delhi firmly stood against any US presence in 
the region. So what changed? India chose to carefully leak the fact that the “Framework 

for a Defence and Security Relationship” had been “shown” to New Delhi’s officials at 

Male (first?). That is interesting since the agreement was quietly signed during a 
private visit of Maldivian Defence Minister Mariya Didi to the US; no details are yet 

available. The Indian Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) “welcomed” the move, stating 
rather surprisingly that the agreement did not demit from India’s role as a ‘security 

provider’ but in fact complemented it. Now that’s quite a volte face, given the 2013 

attempt by Male to sign a 10-year Status of Forces Agreement, which would have given 
US forces a base, independent telecommunications, and pretty much the run of the 

entire 1,192 islands. This transpired after senior Maldivian officials were flown to the 
USS John C Stennis, a nuclear-powered super-carrier, in a move reminiscent of the 

best spy thrillers. The agreement, however, came to nothing after New Delhi’s strong 

objections. 

The changed Indian mindset 

So, what’s different now? First, it’s not just an issue of the malign influence of Chinese 

investment, since this was more than evident in 2012, when an Indian infrastructure 

company, GMR Group, was virtually shown the door in favour of a Chinese firm in 
developing the Male international airport. That only led to Delhi throwing its weight 

behind a new government, and thereafter increasing its own investment profile with 
new grants and credit lines. The tipping issue, therefore, seems to be that Chinese 

hostility is now a given, with summits in exotic locales becoming a blurry picture of 

the past. 

Second, while the current Maldivian government under the dignified President Solih 
is a trusted one, his Foreign Minister, Abdulla Shahid,understandably chose to 

maintain an even keel, speaking warmly of China’s huge contribution in tourism 
(which contributes two-thirds of its GDP) just days after India announced a Greater 
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Male Connectivity Project – touted as the largest such single project. This was followed 
by huge  anti-India protests, by an opposition coalition, which, for the first time in 

bilateral history, led to the armed forces being called in to protect Indian diplomatic 
installations. Clearly, China, or its supporters, are not going to allow Indian influence. 

Third, while President Solih has since scrapped a Chinese proposal for a “Joint Ocean 

Observation Centre” (which is milspeak for a Chinese naval lookout point), the defence 
of India, just a few hundred nautical miles away, can’t be ensured with a few pilots who 

fly the two Advanced Light Helicopters gifted earlier, or an occasional Army medical 
team. Neither can India bar a sovereign country from entertaining Chinese warships, 

as Male did in 2017. Certainly, a permanent US warship presence will prevent that; but 

that’s the catch. Any US presence is now far more permanent than the still distant 
probability of a Chinese one. That does seem an excessive price to pay for keeping the 

Chinese out of the Maldives. 

A party in the making 

As of now, however, any price would be admissible. The World Bank expects a 9.6 per 
cent plunge in India’s GDP. Public debt-to-GDP ratio is expected to rise to 90 per cent, 

which is appalling even without the costs of ramping up defence in the fight against 
China in Ladakh. The defence budget is still in the doldrums at 2.1 per cent of GDP. At 

a time of crisis, it seems that the only way to operationalise the ‘maritime option’ 

against China is by acquiescing to a presence in the Indian Ocean of the most powerful 
navy globally. Adding 2+2 to get the requisite number, it means that at the minimum, 

US naval ships can be expected to dock at Male, ostensibly for ‘counter-piracy 
missions’, a US Ambassador will take up residence, who will for the moment work with 

the far more experienced Indian mission. Meanwhile, with all four foundational 

agreements signed, there is the possibility of sharing accurate geospatial information 
on a ‘case by case’ basis. In other words, the US will share what it thinks it should. 

Don’t look for any drastic change in intelligence about Pakistan. In the case of China, 
too, the data provided – for instance, to launch a missile – might well be selective. But 

it does provide Delhi with a valuable, though probable,‘power up’ at a time of crisis. 

All this totalled up makes this just short of an open alliance. It certainly puts aside the 

reservations of earlier governments in retaining an Indian ‘sphere of influence’. Forget 
the ‘net security provider’ language as well. Any help it needs in that direction is 

available from the US embassy. Meanwhile, look at the bright side. The Chinese 
mission expressed its  outrage over Pompeo’s statements, with the Global Times 

nastily saying that US presence will threaten India rather than China. Beijing should 

get ready for the seas to get more crowded. Other Quad members like Japan and 
Australia are likely to come calling. All in all, quite a party in the making. Let’s hope 

the Indian mission will be the disc jockey. 

The author is former director, National Security Council Secretariat. Views are 
personal. 

Source: theprint.in; 30 October 2020 

 

https://theprint.in/opinion/allowing-us-in-maldives-to-keep-china-out-is-a-heavy-price-to-pay-so-why-is-india-doing-it/533874/
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JAPAN PLANS TO EXPORT MSDF DESTROYER 

TO INDONESIA 
- Jiji News 

The government is considering exporting the Maritime Self-Defense Force’s destroyer 
to Indonesia, according to informed sources. Negotiations on the export are underway 

with the Indonesian government, the sources said. A successful destroyer deal, if 
struck, would provide momentum for Japan’s exports of defense equipment and help 

realize the country’s initiative to make the Indo-Pacific region free and open, the 

sources said. For Indonesia, which has increasingly been vigilant against China’s 
vigorous expansion into the South China Sea, enhancing security cooperation with 

Japan through the deal would have some deterrent effects against Beijing, they noted. 
Last month, Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga agreed with Indonesian President Joko 

“Jokowi” Widodo in Bogor, near Jakarta, to accelerate bilateral talks on defense 

equipment exports and technology transfers. Defense ministers of the two countries 
held a teleconference Monday. 

Concrete ideas are believed to have been proposed at those meetings, observers said. 

Japan’s three principles on defense equipment transfers, adopted by the Cabinet in 
2014, allow exports of equipment that will be used for life-saving, transportation, 

vigilance and surveillance activities, or minesweeping. “Exporting a destroyer will not 

be easy (in light of the principles) because the ship has not only warning and 
surveillance functions but attack capabilities,” a senior Defense Ministry official said. 

But the export may be possible if it is made for the purpose of joint ship development 
with a foreign country, the official added. In fiscal 2015, the ministry set up the 

Acquisition, Technology & Logistics Agency for uniform control of exports of defense 

equipment. But the agency had failed to arrange equipment exports until it worked out 
in August this year a deal to ship four radars to the Philippines. 

Source: japantimes.co.jp; 05 November 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/11/05/national/msdf-destroyer-indonesia/
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MARITIME FORCES 
 

WHY THE INDO-US ARMED DRONE DEAL 

DIDN’T GO THROUGH 
- Sandeep Unnithan 

ndia has shelved a high-profile $3 billion (Rs 22,000 crore) deal to buy up to 30 armed 
drones from the US after one of its armed forces raised concerns over the cost of the 

platforms. The joint services procurement would have seen the first six MQ-9B 

SkyGuardians worth $600 million (Rs 4,400 crore) purchased outright from US firm 
General Atomics and delivered to the Indian army, navy and air force over the next 

few months—two for each service. The remaining 24 drones were to have been 
acquired over the next three years. An option to lease two MQ-9Bs for training Indian 

operators, however, is still in the reckoning. The MQ-9B has an endurance of 48 hours, 

a range of over 6,000 nautical miles and nine hard-points for carrying sensors and 
weapons laser-guided bombs and air-to-ground missiles, with a maximum payload of 

two tonnes. It was to have been India’s first purchase of an armed drone. 

One service chief is believed to have flagged both the high purchase and maintenance 
costs of the MQ-9B deal—Rs 900 crore per unit with a 10 per cent annual maintenance 

cost—in several internal meetings. Another deal breaker is the fact that the drones will 

come with no transfer of technology and no defence offsets. An Acceptance of 
Necessity (AON), the second step in a formal acquisition process, for the deal was to 

have been finalised over the past few weeks. The AON needs to be approved by the 
Defence Acquisition Council headed by defence Minister Rajnath Singh. This is yet to 

happen. Over the last few years, New Delhi has seen big ticket arms deals as key to 

shoring up ties with successive administrations in Washington. A lack of clarity on the 
winner of the November 4 US elections could possibly have also weighed on the minds 

of policy makers on Raisina Hill when they put the drone deal on hold. The US had 
expected the deal to be announced at the ‘Two Plus Two’ Ministerial dialogue in New 

Delhi on October 27, but were disappointed. US media reports suggest that both 

secretary of state Mike Pompeo and defence secretary Mark Esper unsuccessfully 
pushed the drones in talks with their Indian counterparts S. Jaishankar and Rajnath 

Singh. The highlight of the dialogue instead was the equally significant inking of the 
long-pending Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement (BECA) to expand 

geospatial information sharing between the two militaries. The navy was the lead 

service for the HALE (High Altitude Long Endurance) UAV acquisition for several 
years. It cited the platform as an urgent operational requirement and, as a senior naval 

official put it, “critical” to its ability to have comprehensive domain awareness at 
distances, including monitoring of choke points like the Malacca Straits. The navy is 

believed to be looking at a separate proposal to lease two of the MQ-9B drones for 

training purposes. The services could now choose to go ahead with ‘Project Cheetah’ 
that will give them armed drones in a few years. Under this, a Rs 5,500 crore contract 
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will be taken up to upgrade the ‘Heron’ medium-altitude long-endurance drone fleet 
with all three services. The defence ministry has finished price negotiations with Israel 

Aerospace Industries (IAI) for the upgrade—this will convert the fleet of primarily ISR 
(intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance) drones, acquired over a decade ago, 

into weapons platforms. The upgrade that will equip the Herons with satellite 

navigation, air-to-ground missiles and precision weapons, is awaiting sanction from 
the cabinet committee on security (CCS). 

Source: indiatoday.in; 03 November 2020 

 

ISRAEL SHIFTS NAVAL DOCTRINE WITH NEW 

SA’AR 6 WARSHIPS 
-  Seth J. Frantzman 

 

JERUSALEM — Israel will receive the first of four Sa’ar 6 ships in December as part 

of a broad shift in naval doctrine that will see the country defend more areas at sea at 
a longer distance for a longer period of time, according to the Israel Defense Forces. 

The coming shift in maritime activity comes in the wake of Israel signing a pipeline 
deal with Cyprus and Greece in the summer, and joining an Eastern Mediterranean 

gas forum with Cyprus, Greece, Egypt, Jordan and the Palestinian Authority. It also 

comes amid new investments in Israeli’s Haifa Port that could involve the United Arab 
Emirates; the two countries recently agreed to improve relations. A Nov. 11 ceremony 

will see the Israeli flag replace the German flag on the ship, which was made in Kiel, 
Germany, by Thyssenkrupp Marine Systems. The IDF expects the Sa’ar 6 to defend 

offshore infrastructure — making up an area over twice the size of Israel’s land 

territory. The discovery of natural gas reserves and Israel’s desire to protect its 
exclusive economic zone were the main motivations behind the 2013 decision to order 

the ships. 
 

The gas rigs and sea infrastructure, including Israel’s Karish-Tanin, Leviathan and 

Tamar fields, are essential and must be defended, the IDF has said. “According to 
assessments, terror armies in our region possess the ability to fire high-trajectory 

rockets of a wide range that are able to reach the gas rigs,” the IDF explained. “We 
want to deter enemies from even aiming at the rigs. It [the Sa’ar 6] has an enormous 

radar so it can be a standalone unit. Abilities and probability of protection increases, 

as it is connected to Iron Dome, David’s Sling and other air defense. If it detects 
threats, it can transfer data to land networks to engage targets.” Gas rigs are vulnerable 

strategic platforms; one missile strike could be catastrophic. In addition, the IDF said, 
the Navy reports Israel receives 98 percent of its imports by sea. 

 

The commander of the Israeli Navy, Maj. Gen. Eli Sharvit, also noted that “the mission 
of defending Israel’s exclusive economic zone and strategic assets at sea is the primary 

security mission of the Israeli Navy. These assets are essential to the operational 
continuity of the State of Israel, and having the ability to protect them holds critical 

importance.” 

https://www.indiatoday.in/india-today-insight/story/why-the-indo-us-armed-drone-deal-didn-t-go-through-1737433-2020-11-03#:~:text=High%20costs%20have%20prompted%20New,key%20deal%20for%20armed%20drones&text=India%20has%20shelved%20a%20high,the%20cost%20of%20the%20platforms.
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What can the ship do? 
 

Several of the ships will be deployed to protect the gas fields, leaving one or two to 
conduct other missions with the rest of Israel’s fleet, which consists of submarines, 

Sa’ar 5 corvettes and missile boats. The first of the Sa’ar 6 corvettes will be 

commissioned as INS Magen. In a briefing with the IDF naval commander, who could 
only be identified by the initial N for security reasons, the chief said the INS Magen 

was custom made for Israel’s operational needs, underlining that the main task of the 
ships will be the defense of Israel’s exclusive economic zone. This also means the ship 

has a kind of plug-and-play setup so Israel can incorporate domestic combat system 

add-ons, most of which have an open architecture for interoperability with other 
Israeli systems. ThyssenKrupp fit the ship’s hull and installed the mechanical and 

electric systems, and the company will conduct training near the shipyard before 
sailing to Israel. 

 

The IDF has said more than 90 percent of the Sa’ar 6-class corvette’s battle systems 
will be of Israeli design. Expect the installation of systems from Israel’s top three 

defense companies, including: 
 

 Multimission Adir radar by Israel Aerospace Industries. 

 The naval version of the Iron Dome defense system by Rafael Advanced Defense 
Systems. 

 Barak missile interceptors from IAI. 

 An electronic warfare suite from Elbit Systems. 

 Rafael’s C-Gem offboard decoy to counter missile threats. 

 A 76mm cannon for the ship’s main gun. 
 
The IDF naval commander said “many of the systems" on the ship are brand new, 

highlighting the vessel’s detection systems, such as a radar with a range exceeding 100 

kilometers, and its weapons and defense systems that can react to high-trajectory 
rockets and missiles. In September, the Navy and the Defense Ministry’s Directorate 

of Defense Research and Development successfully conducted a trial of a sea-to-sea 
missile system from IAI meant for the Sa’ar 6. Israel says the Sa’ar 6 is stealthy and 

has a low radar cross-section. The country intends for these ships to form the backbone 

of its naval fleet for three decades. 
 

Source: defensenews.com; 06 November 2020 
 

 

ESPER ENVISIONS ‘KILLER ROBOT’ NAVY 

- Michael T Klare 

The U.S. Navy of the future will be comprised of as many unmanned, robotic ships as 

of conventional vessels with human crews, Defense Secretary Mark Esper announced 

in an Oct. 6 address. Outlining his vision in a presentation of “Battle Force 2046,” the 
Navy’s projected fleet of a quarter-century from now, he said the naval lineup will 

https://www.defensenews.com/naval/2020/11/05/israel-shifts-naval-doctrine-with-new-saar-6-warships/


Making Waves 

02-08 Nov 2020       
 

                                                                                    

10                                                                                                                                                
 

consist of about 500 combat ships, of which up to 240 will be unmanned surface and 
subsurface vessels. These robot ships “will perform a wide range of missions, from 

resupply to surveillance, to mine-laying and missile strikes,” said Esper at the Center 
for Strategic and Budgetary Assessment. They will do so, moreover, “at an affordable 

cost in terms both of sailors and dollars.” Traditionally, U.S. aircraft carriers and their 

accompanying ensemble of cruisers and destroyers manned by large crews and fliers 
have symbolized U.S. military might, but such large capital ships have become 

increasingly costly to build and operate. Furthermore, in this new era of great-power 
competition and tension, carrier-centric flotillas are becoming dangerously vulnerable 

to enemy anti-ship missiles. To address these challenges, the Navy envisions a force 

comprised of small numbers of large manned vessels accompanied by large numbers 
of small unmanned ships. Such a fleet, it is argued, will be far less costly than one 

composed exclusively of manned vessels and a fleet that can be deployed in highly 
contested areas with less concern about the loss of any individual ship. 

To make this dream possible, the Navy plans to invest billions of dollars in the 

development and procurement of three types of unmanned warships: a Medium 

Unmanned Surface Vessel (MUSV), a Large Unmanned Surface Vessel (LUSV), and 
an Extra-Large Unmanned Undersea Vessel (XLUUV). The MUSV is intended as a 

combat-ready variant of the Sea Hunter prototype first put to sea in 2016. The LUSV, 
thought to be a militarized version of a commercial oil rig servicing vessel, is being 

developed by the Pentagon’s Strategic Capabilities Office. The XLUUV, derived from 

the Echo Voyager diesel-electric submersible, is being built by Boeing. In its budget 
request for fiscal year 2021, the Defense Department requested $580 million for 

development work on all three systems. It expects to spend $4.2 billion over the next 
five years to complete development work and begin procurement of combat-ready 

vessels. The Navy hopes to save money in this mammoth undertaking by using 

commercial technology when designing the hulls and propulsion systems for these 
new types of warships. But it still faces a mammoth challenge in equipping the ships 

with automated command-and-control systems, which would allow them to operate 
autonomously for long periods of time and carry out complex military functions with 

little or no human oversight. 

The artificial intelligence systems needed to make this possible have yet to be 
perfected, and many analysts worry that, in a highly contested environment with 

extensive electronic jamming, such ships could “go rogue” and initiate combat 

operations that have not been authorized by human commanders, with unforeseen but 
dangerous consequences. 

Source: armscontrol.org; 02 November 2020 

 

 

https://www.armscontrol.org/act/2020-11/news/esper-envisions-killer-robot-navy
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BANGLADESH NAVY HAS LAUNCHED FIVE 

NEW WARSHIPS INCLUDING 2 FRIGATES - 1 

CORVETTE AND 2 SURVEY SHIPS 

According to information published by the Chinese News Agency Xinhuanet on 

November 5, 2020, the Bangladesh Navy has launched five modern ships including 
two frigates, one corvette, and two hydrographic survey ships during an official 

ceremony that was held Thursday, November 5, 2020, at a naval berth in the country's 

Chattogram seaport city, some 242 km southeast of capital Dhaka. Chief of Naval Staff 
Admiral M Shaheen Iqbal, on behalf of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, formally 

handed over the "commissioning statement)" of the ships to the respective captains at 
the ceremony. An audio-visual presentation was made on the five ships that included 

two frigates BNS Umar Farooq and BNS Abu Ubaidah, one corvette BNS Prottasha 

and two survey ships BNS Darshak and BNS Tallashi. "We always want not only to 
protect sea territories but also to use marine resources for our economic 

development," said Prime Minister Hasina while commissioning the ships through a 
video conference from her official Ganabhaban residence. Of the ships, two frigates 

equipped with modern war weapons and one corvette were procured from China while 

two modern survey ships were made at a shipyard in Bangladesh, she added. BNS 
Umar Farooq and BNS Abu Ubaidah are Type 053H3, Chinese frigates(NATO 

codename Jiangwei II) that entered service with the People's Liberation Army Navy 
Surface Force in the 1990s and 2000s. The Type 053H3 frigate BNS Abu Ubaidah was 

previously known as Jiaxing (521) which served with the People's Liberation Army 

Navy (PLAN) in the East Sea Fleet. The ship was handed over to the Bangladesh Navy 
on 18 December 2019. 

The Type 053H3 frigate BNS Umar Farooq was previously known as Lianyungang 

(522) which served with the People's Liberation Army Navy (PLAN) in the East Sea 
Fleet. It was commissioned in PLAN in January 1998. The ship was handed over to the 

Bangladesh Navy on 18 December 2019. BNS Umar Farooq and BNS Abu Ubaidah are 

armed with two quad-pack C-802A anti-ship missile launchers. The C-802A missiles 
have a range of 180 kilometers (110 mi). It also carries one PJ33A dual 100 mm gun to 

engage surface targets. For the anti-aircraft role, the ship carries an eight-cell FM-90 
Surface-to-air missile launcher system. Besides, four Type 76A dual 37 mm AA guns 

are also there. For anti-submarine operations, the ship has two 6-tube Type 3200 ASW 

rocket launchers and two depth charge (DC) racks, and four DC projectors. Type 
946/PJ-46 15-barrel decoy rocket launchers are also in the ship for anti-ship missile 

defense. 

BNS Prottasha is a Type 056 stealth surface warfare guided missile corvette of the 
Bangladesh Navy. She was built at Wuchang Shipyard of China. She is the fourth 

corvette of the class for the Bangladesh Navy. She was commissioned to the 
Bangladesh Navy on 5 November 2020. The Type 056 (NATO reporting name: 

Jiangdao) is a class of corvette designed and manufactured in China. The ship is armed 

with one AK-176 76 mm naval gun, two 30 mm autocannons, and four YJ-83 anti-ship 
missiles. FL-3000N surface-to-air missiles are carried in a single eight-cell launcher. 

She is also equipped with two triple-tube 324 mm torpedo launchers,[12] which may 
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carry Yu-7 light ASW torpedoes. The BNS Darshak and BNS Tallashiare hydrographic 
survey ships of the Bangladesh Navy. 

Source: navyrecognition.com; 08 November 2020 
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SHIPPING, PORTS AND 

OCEAN ECONOMY  
 

INDIA BOUND TO MAKE WAVES IN THE TANKER 

MARKET 
- Nikos Roussanoglou 

ndia is gearing up to become a major player in seaborne oil demand, offering a valuable 

boost in the tanker market. In its latest weekly report, shipbroker Gibson said that 
“like most nations, Indian oil demand has come under considerable pressure in 2020 

as covid-19 derailed the country’s continual demand growth. Nevertheless, the longer-
term prospects for Indian oil consumption are good with demand already rebounding 

even as covid-19 continues to impact the wider economy”. According to Gibson, “this 

rebound in demand is evident in both refinery and crude buying activity. Indian 
refinery runs gained 10% month on month reaching 86% in September, with further 

gains expected for November and December. Government sources have suggested that 
oil demand could be back to pre-covid levels in the first quarter. Furthermore, official 

data showed that September gasoline demand recovered to 2.45 million mt, the 

highest since February and 3% up YOY. Crude imports have also shown a strong 
recovery, reaching 4.2mbd this month, the highest since March and up 550kbd on 

September according to Kpler. The question now going forwards is can this trend be 
sustained?” 

“Ultimately this will depend on the country’s recovery from covid-19 and government 

policy towards containing the virus; however, it is more a question of when, not if, 

Indian oil demand recovers. The country is expected to contribute the largest share of 
demand growth over the next 10 years as car ownership continues to rise and aviation 

demand expands”, said the shipbroker. Gibson also noted that “to match this continual 
demand growth, the nation will need to expand its refining capacity, which has seen 

slower growth rates in recent years, with most projects focused on 

expanding/debottlenecking existing plants, opposed to new greenfield developments. 
Nevertheless, crude processing capacity is expected to increase by 600kbd between 

2019-2025, supported in part by the start-up of HPCL’s 180kbd Barmer refinery in 
March 2023 in addition to upgrades and expansions. Beyond the HPCL project, CPCL 

plans to launch a new 180kbd facility in Nagapattinam, although it may take until the 

second half of the decade to come onstream. The most notable development, however, 
is the planned 1.2mbd project in Maharashtra in partnership between domestic 

players IOC, HPCL and BPCL, and foreign investment from Saudi Aramco and 
ADNOC. Yet, with a price tag of $70b and uncertain market conditions, FID is yet to 
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take place”. According to the shipbroker, “for the tanker market these developments 
are of course positive. How positive depends on where the crude is sourced from. In 

the current sanctions environment, long haul crude flows from Venezuela are likely to 
remain minimal, whilst the planned 1.2mbd project will be designed to run Saudi and 

UAE grades, most likely under term contracts. Increased buying from the US is likely, 

but much of the installed complex capacity is more suited to heavy sour grades, 
limiting the substitution with lighter/sweeter Atlantic grades. Regardless, as the 

largest contributor to oil demand growth over the next two decades, India’s 
importance for the tanker market is set to increase”, Gibson said. Meanwhile, in the 

VLCC market this week, in the Middle East, the shipbroker said that “not even 

Halloween, but for VLCC Owners it was a week long nightmare nonetheless. Never 
enough activity to dent very easy availability and rates compressed into an even lower 

range to leave even the most economic units struggling to better Opex returns. High 
ws 20’s is about the very best that can be achieved to the East, with any rare runs to 

the West market to ws 15 via Cape. It may prove a little more active next week but the 

header tank of tonnage will also remain to suppress. There was Suezmax improvement 
week on week but just as the market started to get small new legs, volumes evaporated 

once again and rate gains were pared back to end at a modestly higher ws 40 level to 
the East and to ws 15 West, with perhaps even further retreat into next 

week.Aframaxes struggled to get out of reverse gear and slipped further to 80,000mt 

by ws 50 to Singapore where they will remain over the near term, at least”, Gibson 
concluded. 

Source: hellenicshippingnews.com; 02 November 2020 

 

RUSSIAN FIRM LOOKS TO BUY ANIL 

AMBANI'S RELIANCE NAVAL AND 

ENGINEERING 
- Ajai Shukla 

 

Most shipbuilding firms are backing away from purchasing Anil Ambani’s Reliance 

Naval and Engineering Ltd (RNaval), which is being sold to pay its debts. However, 
Russia’s state-owned United Shipbuilding Corporation (USC) remains interested. 

Responding to a media report last month that said USC had opted out of the bidding 
process, the Russian Embassy in India clarified on Thursday: “USC have never 

officially indicated its refusal to participate in the tender.” RNaval is under the 

hammer under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) to recover debts that have 
mounted to almost ?10,000 crore. Besides USC, two large Indian companies – 

Chowgule and APM Terminals Management BV – were in the fray, along with a 
number of asset reconstruction companies. RNaval’s primary asset is the Pipavav 

Shipyard in Gujarat. Stating that USC had passed the accreditation procedure to 

obtain access to RNaval’s electronic account, the Embassy stated: “[USC] is currently 
conducting the due diligence of RNaval’s condition and assessing parameters of the 

possible investments.” The Russian Embassy states that, owing to the Covid-19 

https://www.hellenicshippingnews.com/india-bound-to-make-waves-in-the-tanker-market/#:~:text=India%20is%20gearing%20up,boost%20in%20the%20tanker%20market.&text=Furthermore%2C%20official%20data%20showed%20that,February%20and%203%25%20up%20YOY.
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pandemic, USC has faced difficulties in evaluating Pipavav Shipyard, since that 
involves direct interaction between experts from both sides. “The USC is expected to 

finalize its stance on further participation in the bidding procedure after completing 
the remote study of the documents provided by the debtor’s trustee and the field 

review of RNaval’s assets by the USC’s specialists,” the embassy stated today. The 

state-owned USC is believed to be interested in buying out RNaval in order to position 
itself to compete for Project 75I – the Indian Navy’s project to build six submarines in 

India, which will be driven by air-independent propulsion (AIP). The ownership of 
Pipavav Shipyard would allow USC to build the six submarines itself, while claiming it 

had met the “Make in India” norms.  USC is also building four Krivak-class frigates, of 

which two are required to be built in India. Currently they are to be built in Goa 
Shipyard but that could change if USC buys RNaval and opts to build two warships in 

Pipavav Shipyard. Mumbai-based Mazagon Dock Ltd (MDL) is also keen to gain access 
to Pipavav Shipyard, though it is not participating in the IBC process. The shipyard 

has a defence shipbuilding licence and world-class infrastructure, including a dry dock 

that can accommodate an aircraft carrier. In September, the Ministry of Defence 
(MoD) scrapped RNaval’s contract to build five naval offshore patrol vessels (NOPVs), 

which were supposed to be delivered between November 2014 and November 2016. In 
2018, after RNaval failed to deliver even the first NOPV, the navy encashed the firm’s 

bank guarantees.  RNaval was formerly known as Pipavav Defence and Offshore 

Engineering Company Limited (PDOECL). After Anil Ambani acquired a majority 
stake from its earlier promoter, Nikhil Gandhi, the company’s name was changed to 

Reliance Defence and Engineering, and then to RNaval. 

This story was first published in Business Standard 

Source: idrw.org; 06 November 2020 

 

KEY AREAS TO BE FOCUSED UNDER INDIA-
JAPAN-AUSTRALIA SUPPLY CHAIN 

INITIATIVE 
- PTI 

 

Petroleum, automobiles, textiles and steel are some of the key sectors that could be the 
focus areas under the Supply Chain Resilience Initiative (SCRI), which was launched 

by India, Australia and Japan in September, according to sources. The SCRI seeks to 

enhance the resilience of supply chains in the Indo-Pacific region and develop 
dependable sources of supply and attract investment. "Some of the possible sectors 

that could be looked at from the perspective of the volume of trade in all categories of 
goods (raw materials, intermediates, capital goods and consumer goods) and services 

of the 3 countries are petroleum and petrochemicals, auto and auto components, and 

steel and its products," they said. The other sectors include pharmaceuticals, medical 
devices, marine products, tourism and travel services, financial services, information 

technology and skill development. "However, intense stakeholder consultations would 
be required to fine-tune this list," they added. The key features of the initiative, 

https://idrw.org/eyeing-submarine-contract-russian-firm-looks-to-buy-reliance-naval/
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originally piloted by Japan and based on bilateral discussions, are enhancing the 
resiliency of supply chain in the Indo-Pacific region including diversification of supply 

sources and increase competitiveness of sectors. It will also attract foreign direct 
investment (FDI) in the region and strengthen mutually complementary relationship 

among the participants. 

One of the sources said SCRI is also planning to finalise "Track 1.5" participants to 

involve industry, academia and government, besides exploring inclusion of like-
minded countries to build secure supply chains in the region. The source added that a 

trilateral framework at the senior official level between the three proponents 
(Australia, India and Japan) could be considered with certain working structures. That 

includes formation of sectoral groups, trilateral trade promotion and facilitation cell, 

and trilateral mechanism to address trade and investment barriers, the source said. 
While the broad objective of the initiative is to promote, expand and diversify trade 

and investment, the specific action plans include digitisation of trade documentation, 
activities for promotion of trade and investment and identification of sectors for 

cooperation, among others. 

(Only the headline and picture of this report may have been reworked by the Business 
Standard staff; the rest of the content is auto-generated from a syndicated feed.) 

Source: business-standard.com; 06 November 2020 

 

WWF REPORT FINDS UNREGULATED 

FISHING ESCALATING IN INDIAN OCEAN 
- Chris Chase 

 

A new report by the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) and Trygg Mat Tracking 

(TMT) indicates that gaps in regulations resulting in unregulated fishing is putting 

fisheries in the Indian Ocean at risk. The new report, titled “Unregulated Fishing on 

the High Seas of the Indian Ocean,” delved into the unregulated aspect of illegal, 
unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing by examining fisheries that have gaps in 

regulatory coverage. Released on 2 November, the report shows where unregulated 

fishing is happening, its impacts on species, and how it has expanded. “The regulatory 

gaps in the high seas of the Indian Ocean have not gone unnoticed by international 

fishing fleets,” TMT Executive Director Duncan Copeland said. “As global demand for 

seafood continues to rise, it is imperative that these gaps are closed, or else we face 
destabilising both marine ecosystems and the marine resources that many people 

depend on for income and food security.” Through examining the regulations and 

species currently covered throughout the Indian Ocean, the report identified gaps in 

terms of both geographic locations and species. Those gaps, according to the report, 

have been heavily targeted by fishing operations: Squid fishing in one unregulated area 

grew 830 percent in just five years, and shark species with no regulatory protections 
are regularly targeted. “While international attention focuses heavily on illegal and 

unreported fishing in the Indian Ocean, the unregulated aspect of IUU fishing is often 

overlooked,” the report states. “This requires further scrutiny as its impacts to both 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/key-areas-to-be-focused-under-india-japan-australia-supply-chain-initiative-120110601741_1.html
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marine ecosystems and economies is underestimated.” That underestimation, the 
report said, is leading to instances of overfishing – putting the sustainability and 

longevity of the Indian Ocean’s fisheries at risk. That, in turn, puts the lives of millions 

who depend on the ocean for sustenance in jeopardy. “If overfishing and IUU fishing 

are not addressed, the resulting loss of fish biomass will translate into a shortage of 

fatty acids and essential micronutrients for millions of people in the region, with a 

disproportionate risk of malnutrition in low- and middle-income countries,” the report 
said. The high seas of the Indian Ocean, the report said, are often not fully covered by 

any regional regulatory frameworks for anything other than tuna-like species. While 

the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission establishes regulations promoting the 

sustainability of the region’s tuna catch, many other species don’t have such regulatory 

framework in place. The report highlighted one species, squid, as a clear indicator of 

how gaps in regulations have allowed for a rapid increase in fishing effort. The 830 

percent increase in fishing effort of the species with no oversight could pose threats to 
the ongoing viability of the species, which in turn threatens the species that rely on the 

squid for food, such as tuna. With the Indian Ocean supplying 20 percent of the global 

demand for tuna, letting the squid fishery go unchecked could have drastic economic 

impacts given tuna’s value – estimated to be over USD 6.5 billion (EUR 5.55 billion). 

 

“Unregulated fishing is not reported and not bound by any regional monitoring and 
surveillance system, making it difficult for coastal state authorities to identify vessels 

operating in or near their waters. The consequences of being unable to sustainably 

manage fisheries and catch methods can have dire consequences for wider marine 

ecosystems,” the report states. The lack of regulation has, by nature of the problem, an 

obvious solution: increased efforts by nations to form regulations. The report suggests 

countries and stakeholders should adopt joint conservation and management 
members through regional fishery management organizations (RFMO). Those RFMOs 

could in turn begin collecting data on fisheries activities, monitor biological indicators 

of stocks, improve traceability, and adopt ecosystem management approaches to 

ensure the wider ocean is kept healthy. Both the WWF and TMT are urging the 

adoption of such an ecosystem-based approach, and are also urging main market-

states – such as the European Union – to do more to encourage such an approach in 
the Indian Ocean. 

 

“The E.U. must lead by example and push for fisheries management organisations to 

put tougher, stronger laws in place,” a WWF press release states. Moving toward 

regulating the Indian Ocean, Copeland said, makes sense from a sustainability 

perspective, and from the perspective of reaching the United Nation’s Sustainable 
Development Goals. “Target 14.4 of the Sustainable Development Goals includes an 

end to unregulated fishing,” he said. “That significant areas and species of the high 

seas – our global commons – remain unregulated is simply crazy.”   The current lack 

of regulation must be corrected and the E.U. must do its part to encourage action, 

according to WWF European Policy Office Head of Ocean Policy Antonia Leroy. 

"Failing to sustainably manage fisheries furthers overfishing, an already rampant 
problem around the world. The current regulatory vacuum in the Indian Ocean cannot 

continue," Leroy said. "As the world's top seafood market, the E.U. must adopt and 

enforce ambitious traceability measures to prevent unsustainable products from 

entering the market. These actions will secure the livelihoods of honest fishers, bring 
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credibility to seafood products consumed in the E.U. and secure the health of our 
ocean.” 

 

Source: seafoodsource.com; 03 November 2020 

 

ADANI GROUP SET TO DEVELOP SRI LANKA’S 

EAST CONTAINER TERMINAL IN COLOMBO 

PORT 
- Archana Chaudhary , PR Sanjai , Asantha Sirimanne , Bloomberg 

 

India’s Adani Group is the front-runner to develop Sri Lanka’s stalled East Container 

Terminal in Colombo port, people with knowledge of the matter said, helping 
billionaire Gautam Adani expand his port business overseas. Adani Ports and Special 

Economic Zone Ltd. and a local partner received an in-principle approval to sign a deal 

with Sri Lanka Ports Authority, which will hold majority stake in the project, the 
people said, asking not to be identified citing rules for speaking with the media. Details 

of the stake holding are still being worked out after a review of the project following 
labor protests that had stalled the deal before parliamentary elections in August, they 

said. India’s foreign ministry and the Adani Group didn’t immediately respond to 

requests seeking comments. Adani, India’s biggest ports and logistics company, had 
signed a preliminary agreement for the project last year. 

Work on reviving the project, being jointly developed by Sri Lanka, India and Japan, 

comes at a time of rising regional tensions with China. Both India and Japan are 
members of the informal Quad grouping that along with U.S. and Australia is seen as 

a counter to Beijing’s influence in the Indo-Pacific region. While the deal was agreed 

upon last year, President Gotabaya Rajapaksa had announced a review after protests 
by labor unions who feared foreign control over the strategic project, according to 

reports. The island nation had earlier depended heavily on China for its infrastructure 
development in the first half of this decade, creating tensions with New Delhi. The 

neighbors began rebuilding trade and investment ties before the coronavirus 

pandemic struck. In July, India extended a $400 million currency swap facility to 
Colombo to assist with post-pandemic economic recovery. The two countries also 

discussed deferring of debt repayment during Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa’s 
first high-level virtual meeting since his re-election with India’s Narendra Modi in 

September. Sri Lanka -- which emerged from a three-decade civil war in 2009 -- was 

known for taking Chinese loans to fund vast infrastructure projects, including ports 
and highways, that eventually became part of Beijing’s Belt and Road Initiative. Its 

appetite for Chinese cash waned after rising debt forced it to sell the Hambantota port 
back to China Merchants Port Holdings. 

Meanwhile, the country’s port authority last week started operations at parts of the 

East Container Terminal that it has already built, said Chairman Daya Ratnayake. The 

agreement signed between Sri Lanka’s former government with India and Japan “is 

https://www.seafoodsource.com/news/environment-sustainability/new-wwf-report-finds-unregulated-fishing-escalating-in-indian-ocean


Making Waves 

02-08 Nov 2020       
 

                                                                                    

19                                                                                                                                                
 

still on," he said. The Sri Lankan government “is in discussions on how to 
operationalize it." 

Source: livemint.com; 03 November 2020 
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MARINE ENVIRONMENT 
 

IN MOST YEARS, HURRICANE ACTIVITY 

WOULD HAVE WOUND DOWN BY NOW. NOT 

IN 2020 
- Emma Newburger 

Hurricane Eta has slowly churned through Central America this week, flooding homes, 

collapsing buildings and leaving at least 57 people dead, according to reports. Expected 

to redevelop and head toward Cuba and Florida next week, Eta is the 28th named 
storm and the 12th hurricane during a brutal Atlantic hurricane season. A record 

number of storms have damaged parts of the U.S. Gulf Coast, Central America and 
elsewhere with no signs of slowing down yet. During most years, hurricane activity 

would have long since waned by now. But in 2020, with about a month left of the 

official hurricane season, forecasters anticipate even more storms to form. There have 
been so many named storms this year that the World Meteorological Organization ran 

out of hurricane names in the alphabet in September and resorted to using Greek 
letters. With Eta, the 2020 season is now tied with 2005 for the greatest number of 

named storms. In 2005, hurricanes Katrina, Rita and Wilma made landfall on the U.S. 

Gulf Coast. But scientists say this year will almost certainly break the 2005 record in 
the upcoming weeks. “The odds of the Atlantic named storm record being broken are 

relatively high,” said Phil Klotzbach, an atmospheric scientist at Colorado State 
University in Fort Collins. “The large-scale atmospheric conditions continue to look 

conducive for additional storm development in the Caribbean.” 

Major storms forming this late in the 2020 season is remarkable and Eta’s intensity is 

particularly rare for a November storm. Major hurricanes Delta, Epsilon and Eta all 
struck since Oct. 1, breaking a previous record of just two major Atlantic hurricanes 

occurring in October, according to Klotzbach. One culprit of such high hurricane 
activity late in the season is the La Nina event in the tropical Pacific, which has reduced 

vertical wind shear — or the change in wind direction with height — that typically 

impedes hurricane formation. Eta is also the ninth named storm and fifth consecutive 
hurricane to rapidly intensify this year, a phenomenon that has doubled in proportion 

since 1982. Models indicate that climate change increases the probability of storms 
rapidly intensifying as tropical oceans heat up. 

“As the ‘speed limit’ on storms increases, storms also accelerate faster to that top speed 

— imagine a car starting from a stoplight in a 25 mph versus a 55 mph road,” said 

Gabriel Vecchi, a Princeton climate scientist and co-author of a report on hurricane 
intensity and global warming. “Rapidly intensifying hurricanes are potentially quite 

dangerous, because [rapid intensifying] tends to be difficult to predict and a seemingly 
modest storm can overnight become very intense, leaving people limited time to plan 
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and react,” Vecchi said. The U.S. Gulf Coast has been pummeled by storms this year. 
Hurricane Laura in August crushed entire homes and killed over a dozen people in 

Louisiana, followed by Hurricane Delta in the beginning of October that unleashed 
more destruction for people still trying to recover. Hurricane Zeta also lashed the 

Southern states at the end of October and caused at least six deaths. Residents in the 

Gulf states have endured significant loss and long months of negotiating for insurance 
money and help to fix damaged properties and businesses. Damages from Laura are 

estimated at between $8 billion and $12 billion, Delta between $700 million and $1.2 
billion, and Zeta between $2.5 billion and $4 billion, according to property data 

analysis firm CoreLogic. “With one month to go, this hurricane season has been 

incredibly destructive,” Curtis McDonald, a meteorologist and senior product manager 
at CoreLogic, said in a statement. “The important thing right now is to restore power 

to the millions of homes in the southeastern states, continue damage repairs in 
previously impacted homes and prepare for what could be record-breaking hurricane 

activity in November,” McDonald said. Climate change has triggered frequent and 

more intense hurricanes as well as more rapidly intensifying storms. The speed of 
tropical storms making landfall has slowed during the last few decades, causing more 

rainfall and flooding. Research also shows that rising temperatures in the Arctic have 
weakened atmospheric circulation, which has likely affected hurricane speed by 

causing a slowing of the jet stream. 

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration had initially predicted an 

abnormally active hurricane season this year, citing warmer ocean temperatures, 
weaker tropical Atlantic trade winds and an enhanced West African monsoon. Still, 

forecasters didn’t anticipate just how terrible things would get. “There is still a month 
to go in the season, so we have to remain ready,” said Dennis Feltgen, a meteorologist 

and spokesperson at the National Hurricane Center. “But I know I am not alone in 

stating I’ll be glad when this season is over,” he said. 

Source: cnbc.com; 06 November 2020 

 

STATEMENT OF MINISTER OF FOREIGN 

AFFAIRS OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION 

SERGEY LAVROV DURING AN OPEN VTC OF 

THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL 

“PEACEBUILDING AND SUSTAINING PEACE: 

CONTEMPORARY DRIVERS OF CONFLICT AND 

INSECURITY”, PRESENTED BY DEPUTY 

FOREIGN MINISTER SERGEY VERSHININ 
-  Aryn Baker   

https://www.cnbc.com/2020/11/06/hurricane-activity-would-have-wound-down-by-now-not-in-2020.html
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Mr President, 

Colleagues, 

First of all, I would like to congratulate Mr Ralph Everard Gonsalves on the start of the 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines’ presidency at the UN Security Council. This is a 

signal event not only for your country but also for all the other small island states, 
whose independent voices must sound at the Security Council. The theme you 

proposed for our debate reflects the concerns of many countries faced with the growth 

of complex security threats amid the current difficult situation. This focus is especially 
important now that all of us have come up against a fundamentally new challenge that 

has been ruthless to all countries without exception: the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
pandemic has reiterated the lesson history has been trying to teach us: there is no 

alternative to solidarity, cooperation, responsible conduct and mutual assistance. 

Regrettably, not all countries share this approach; some of them continue to give 
priority to their own egoistical mercenary interests. The practice of unilateral 

sanctions is being applied ever more broadly, which is hampering other states’ efforts 
against the pandemic and its socioeconomic consequences. In this context, we would 

like to once again express solidarity with the appeal issued by UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres for a global ceasefire, which includes the lifting or at least easing of 

illegal restrictive measures. Of great significance in these circumstances is the 

initiative on establishing “green corridors” that would be free of trade wars and 
sanctions proposed by President of Russia Vladimir Putin. This would help provide 

basic necessities and medication to the vulnerable groups of population. 

Esteemed colleagues, 

The countries that are on an uphill road from conflict to sustainable peace particularly 
require the assistance of the international community. In granting such assistance, it 

is necessary to be guided by the principle of the main responsibility of these countries 

themselves for drafting and implementing the strategies and priorities on 
peacebuilding with account for the needs and requirements of their society. Every case 

requires a particular, unique approach without the imposition of automatic solutions 
and ready policy prescriptions. The same applies to the efforts to prevent crises. It is 

alarming that increasingly frequent attempts are being made to establish universal 

“indicators” of conflicts that open opportunities for abuse and interference in internal 
affairs with a view to bringing pressure to bear on “objectionable” governments. Thus, 

I am referring to a striving to present human rights violations as all but the main 
prerequisite for crises. We believe that it is the successful settlement of armed conflicts 

and the reconciliation of conflicting sides that create a foundation for improving the 

human rights record and promoting sustainable development and the resolution of 
environmental and other issues. We do not deny the link between these issues in the 

maintenance of international peace and security. However, we proceed from the 
premise that economic troubles do not automatically trigger a lack of security and vice 

versa. Moreover, we consider very important the “division of labour” between the main 

UN agencies, each of which must perform its functions in strict accordance with its 
mandate. 

This applies, for instance, to the discussion of the climate agenda in the Security 

Council. We think that climate change is not a universal factor of conflicts and global 
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instability. In this context, its impact on the socioeconomic and political situation in a 
number of countries and regions must be viewed on a case-by-case basis. The leading 

role in this area belongs to the relevant venues of the UN that have proper expertise 
and instruments for drafting long-term decisions on the effective countering of climate 

change. We fully share the concerns of our friends from the small island states and 

intend to actively help them adapt to climate change both through national 
development institutions and universally recognised international agencies, including 

in the UN. At the same time, we support the cooperation of various UN agencies where 
it is appropriate and approved by all member states. We would like to mention in this 

context the UN Peacebuilding Commission (PBC), which is an advisory platform for 

developing strategies for the post-conflict recovery of recipient countries on the basis 
of their priorities. We favour the development and consolidation of dialogue with the 

Security Council and ECOSOC. 

Esteemed colleagues, 

I would like to thank once again Saint Vincent and the Grenadines’ presidency for 
attracting attention to the current challenges and security threats. I am convinced that 

an honest and open exchange of views will facilitate an effective search for ways of 
responding to these very urgent problems. 

Source: Russian.ru; 03 November 2020 

 

ON THE U.S. WITHDRAWAL FROM THE 

PARIS AGREEMENT 
- Michael R. Pompeo, Secretary of State 

 
Today the United States began the process to withdraw from the Paris Agreement.  Per 

the terms of the Agreement, the United States submitted formal notification of its 

withdrawal to the United Nations.  The withdrawal will take effect one year from 

delivery of the notification. As noted in his June 1, 2017 remarks, President Trump 

made the decision to withdraw from the Paris Agreement because of the unfair 

economic burden imposed on American workers, businesses, and taxpayers by U.S. 
pledges made under the Agreement.  The United States has reduced all types of 

emissions, even as we grow our economy and ensure our citizens’ access to affordable 

energy.  Our results speak for themselves:  U.S. emissions of criteria air pollutants that 

impact human health and the environment declined by 74% between 1970 and 2018.  

U.S. net greenhouse gas emissions dropped 13% from 2005-2017, even as our economy 

grew over 19 percent. 
 

The U.S. approach incorporates the reality of the global energy mix and uses all energy 

sources and technologies cleanly and efficiently, including fossil fuels, nuclear energy, 

and renewable energy.  In international climate discussions, we will continue to offer 

a realistic and pragmatic model – backed by a record of real world results – showing 

innovation and open markets lead to greater prosperity, fewer emissions, and more 
secure sources of energy.  We will continue to work with our global partners to enhance 

https://russiaun.ru/en/news/unsc_031120
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resilience to the impacts of climate change and prepare for and respond to natural 
disasters.  Just as we have in the past, the United States will continue to research, 

innovate, and grow our economy while reducing emissions and extending a helping 

hand to our friends and partners around the globe. 

 

Source: state.gov; 04 November 2020 

 
 

SCIENTISTS USED A ROBOTIC SUBMARINE TO 

FIND OUT HOW MUCH PLASTIC THE OCEAN 

FLOOR HAS 
- Natalie Merchant 

 

Plastic pollution in the ocean could be an even bigger problem than first feared, with 

14.4 million tonnes of microplastics estimated to be at the bottom of the sea. The figure 

is more than double the amount of plastic thought to be on the ocean’s surface, 

according to a team from Australia’s national science agency, the Commonwealth 

Industrial and Scientific Organisation (CSIRO). Researchers made the estimate – 
which they say is the first of its kind – after examining sediment in depths of up to 

3,062 metres in the Great Australian Bight, a pristine marine environment off the 

country’s south coast. Using a robotic submarine, scientists collected and analyzed 

samples from six sites between 288 and 356 kilometres offshore. The amount of 

microplastics – plastic fragments under 5mm in length and which can be harmful to 

marine life – in the sediment were found to be some 25 times higher than previous 
studies. In addition, the number of microplastics on the seafloor were generally higher 

in areas where there was more rubbish floating on the surface. 

 

A microplastics ‘sink’ 

 

The CSIRO team then scaled up their results according to the size of the ocean in order 
to calculate a worldwide estimate of the amount of microplastics on the seafloor. “Our 

research found that the deep ocean is a sink for microplastics,” Dr Denise Hardesty, 

principal research scientist and co-author said in a statement. “We were surprised to 

observe high microplastic loads in such a remote location,” she added. “By identifying 

where and how much microplastic there is, we get a better picture of the extent of the 

problem.” 
 

A global problem 

 

Scientists argue that the results highlight the need for urgent action to tackle the 

problem of microplastic pollution of the ocean. Dr Jennifer Lavers, of the Institute for 

Marine and Antarctic Studies at the University of Tasmania, told the Guardian that 
microplastics pose a particular threat because their size means there are more species 

to eat them, leading to the entire food web being infiltrated. “Everything that is tiny is 

https://www.state.gov/on-the-u-s-withdrawal-from-the-paris-agreement/
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at the base of the food web so it’s not an issue of just an albatross swallowing a cigarette 
lighter or a sperm whale swallowing a big chunk of net, you now literally have 

microplastics being eaten by corals, sea cucumbers, clams and mussels, and 

zooplankton at the very base of the food web.” 

 

Myriad uses 

 
Plastic itself is not necessarily the problem. It is durable, hardwearing and long lasting 

– with much of it being easily recyclable or, at the very least, reusable. The material 

can prove vital in preserving food to reduce waste, keeping medical devices sterile and 

producing safety equipment, among myriad other uses. Human dependence on single-

use plastic – particularly kinds where alternatives exist, such as drinking straws or 

disposable cutlery – remains a problem across the world, however, as do issues 

relating to its disposal. 
 

Used, not used up 

 

Global efforts to tackle plastic pollution were under way before the pandemic, but the 

soaring rise in the use of personal protective equipment, closed and inadequate 

recycling facilities and the suspension of government-backed environmental 
programmes have exacerbated the issue. The World Economic Forum-backed 

initiative Global Plastic Action Partnership (GPAP) estimates that 8 million tonnes of 

plastic waste leaks into the ocean each year. Its recent Annual Impact Report 2020 

stressed the urgent need for collective action worldwide to create meaningful and 

sustainable change. In addition to reduced plastics use, it says global solutions to 

address post-pandemic waste management challenges are needed. It cites the example 
of Indonesia, where business, government and civil society worked with GPAP to 

develop a plan to reduce the amount of plastic reaching the ocean by 70% within five 

years. GPAP also says accelerated efforts to create a global circular economy are 

needed. This is echoed by the New Plastics Economy initiative, which calls for the 

elimination of all unnecessary plastics and further innovation to ensure those which 

are used are reusable, recyclable or compostable. A circular economy – in which items 
are used, not used up – for plastic would keep the material in the wider economy and 

out of the environment. This, the initiative argues, would benefit the environment, 

society and the economy. 

 

This article was first published at The World Economic Forum. 

 
Source: theprint.in; 08 November 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

https://theprint.in/world/scientists-used-a-robotic-submarine-to-find-out-how-much-plastic-the-ocean-floor-has/538984/
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GEOPOLITICS 
 

JAPAN HAS NO PLANS TO BUILD NUCLEAR 

PLANTS: SUGA 
- Jiji Press 

Tokyo, Nov. 4 (Jiji Press)--Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga said Wednesday 

that his government has no plans at present to build new nuclear power plants to meet 
its goal of achieving carbon neutral by 2050. "There has been no change in the 

government's policy," Suga said at the House of Representatives Budget Committee. 
Industry minister Hiroshi Kajiyama told the committee that the government will 

continue efforts to improve safety to ensure that the country uses nuclear power as an 

option in 2050. Suga did not explain why he refused to appoint six nominees 
recommended by the Science Council of Japan as its members, saying that the decision 

was a matter that concerns the status of government employees. Chief Cabinet 
Secretary Katsunobu Kato told the committee that the prime minister has no 

obligation to appoint nominees as recommended by the council when the government 

cannot take responsibility. 

Source: Nippon.com; 04 November 2020 

  

US REMOVES ANTI-CHINA MILITANT 

GROUP FROM TERROR LIST 
- Ayaz Gul 

ISLAMABAD - The United States has revoked the terror designation of a separatist 
Chinese group that allegedly operates out of Afghanistan and claims to be fighting for 

the rights of China’s Muslim minority Uighurs. Beijing accuses the Eastern Turkistan 
Islamic Movement, or ETIM, of plotting terrorism in the far western Chinese resource-

rich region of Xinjiang, home to some 10 million Turkic-speaking Uighur Muslims.  

Global rights groups, Uighur exiles and Western countries have lately intensified 
criticism of China over allegations it is holding around a million members of the 

minority community in internment camps in Xinjiang on the pretext of fighting 
Islamic radicalism. “I hereby revoke the designation of the Eastern Turkistan Islamic 

Movement, also known as ETIM, as a 'terrorist organization,’” U.S. Secretary of State 

Mike Pompeo said in a brief October 20 directive published on Thursday. Washington 
listed ETIM as terrorist group in 2003.      

The separatist group also had set up bases in Pakistan but close security collaboration 

and intelligence sharing between Pakistan and China in recent years, say officials, has 

https://www.nippon.com/en/news/yjj2020110400182/
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effectively dismantled ETIM activities on Pakistani soil. Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Wang Wenbin denounced the U.S. decision as “whitewashing” terror 

groups.  “The East Turkestan Islamic Movement is a terrorist organization listed by 
the U.N. Security Council and known as a terrorist group by the international 

community. Terrorism is terrorism. The United States should immediately correct its 

mistakes, refrain from whitewashing terrorist organizations, and stop reversing the 
course of international counter-terrorism cooperation,” the spokesman said. Beijing 

denies the allegations it is suppressing the rights of the minority community but 
defends a massive crackdown underway in Xinjiang against suspected ETIM-linked 

loyalists there. China released a rare documentary earlier in the year, showing some of 

the deadly attacks allegedly orchestrated by the militant group in Xinjiang, which 
shares borders with Afghanistan and Pakistan.   

 While latest U.S. estimates put the number of ETIM fighters in Afghanistan at around 

100, the United Nations reported in July this year that “approximately 500” militants 
linked to the group operate in Raghistan and Warduj districts of Badakhshan province.  

The assessment also noted ETIM’s presence in neighboring Takhar and Kunduz 

provinces. The U.S. military in Afghanistan also reported in early 2018 it had carried 
out bombings of militant camps training Taliban insurgents and ETIM fighters in 

northeastern Badakhshan, which borders China and Tajikistan. U.S. officials at the 
time said the action was part of their efforts to "support Afghanistan in reassuring its 

neighbors that it is not a safe sanctuary for terrorists who want to carry out cross 

border operations." The Taliban, which controls or contests nearly half of Afghan 
territory, denies the presence of al-Qaida or ETIM-linked militants in insurgent-held 

territory. A Taliban spokesman Friday again vehemently rejected the charges, when 
asked whether it is harboring fighters linked to the separatist Chinese group or the al-

Qaida terror network.  “No foreign citizens are present in areas under our control in 

Afghanistan, nor the Islamic Emirate [Taliban] allows anyone to use our soil to 
threaten other nations,” Zabihullah Mujahid told VOA. He asserted the charges are 

part of “the enemy’s intelligence-driven campaign” to malign the insurgent group.   
The Taliban sealed a landmark agreement with the U.S. in February to close the 19-

year-old Afghan war. The deal binds the insurgents to renounce ties with al-Qaida and 

prevent transnational terrorist groups from using Afghan soil for international attacks.   

 In return all U.S. and NATO troops have committed to stage a complete “conditions-

based” withdrawal from Afghanistan by May 2021.  The deal opened the first peace 

negotiations between the Taliban and representatives of the Afghan government in 
September, but the dialogue has for most part stalled without any significant 

breakthrough. 

Source: voanews.com; 04 November 2020 
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KEYNOTE SPEECH BY H.E. XI JINPING 

PRESIDENT OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF 

CHINA AT THE OPENING CEREMONY OF THE 

THIRD CHINA INTERNATIONAL IMPORT 

EXPO 
- Bloomberg 

Your Excellencies Heads of State and Government, 

Your Excellencies Heads of International Organizations, 

Your Excellencies Heads of Delegations, 

Distinguished Guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Dear Friends, 

With concerted efforts of all parties, the third China International Import Expo (CIIE) 
is now open. At the outset, let me extend, on behalf of the government and people of 

China as well as in my own name, a hearty welcome to all the distinguished guests. To 
the many old and new friends, I give you my warm greetings and best regards. This 

year's CIIE is convened at a special time. COVID-19, which caught us all by surprise, 

has hit countries hard and dealt a heavy blow to the world economy. As scheduled and 
confident in the containment protocols that have been put in place, China is hosting 

this global trade event. It demonstrates China's sincere desire to share its market 
opportunities with the world and contribute to global economic recovery. 

Over the past three years since its inception, the CIIE has enabled exhibits to become 

traded goods and exhibitors to spot more investment opportunities. It has facilitated 
an exchange of new and creative ideas, and better connected China and the wider 

world. Acting as a major platform for international procurement, for investment 

promotion, for cultural exchange and for open cooperation, the CIIE is now an 
international public good for the world to share. This year, the CIIE has drawn a large 

number of businesses around the globe. The exhibition area has expanded by nearly 
30,000 square meters. A zone on public health and epidemic prevention has been 

added, which alone has attracted many Fortune Global 500 corporations and leading 

firms in relevant sectors. With both online and offline exhibitions arranged and 
thoughtful preparations made in every way, I am confident that the third CIIE will be 

a safe, exciting and successful expo for all of you. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Friends, 

Notwithstanding COVID-19, the pace of opening up in China has continued to quicken 
this year. The measures I announced at last year's CIIE have been implemented to the 
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full. China has taken steady steps to expand imports, with imports of goods and 
services outpacing the global average over the past year. The items on the national 

negative list for foreign investment have been cut from 40 to 33. The number of pilot 
free trade zones has increased from 18 to 21. The Master Plan for the Development of 

Hainan Free Trade Port and the Implementation Plan for Further Reform and 

Opening-up in Shenzhen have both been released and taken effect. Good progress has 
been registered in concluding high-standard free trade agreements, developing 

demonstration zones for creative promotion of import trade, protecting intellectual 
property rights, and advancing high-quality Belt and Road cooperation. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Friends, 

The COVID-19 pandemic has added to the instability and uncertainty facing the world 

economy. However, looking back at history, humanity has always been able to forge 
ahead despite risks, disasters and headwinds, and humanity shall and will continue to 

stride forward. The overwhelming trend for countries to move toward openness and 

cooperation remains unchanged. All countries need to come together to jointly tackle 
risks and challenges, strengthen cooperation and communication, and embrace 

greater openness. 

- We need to commit to mutual opening up that features shared benefits. COVID-19 is 
a stark reminder that all countries are in a community with a shared future. No one 

can stay immune in a major crisis. Solidarity and cooperation is the right choice to 

make in meeting challenges. We must uphold the principle of mutually beneficial 
cooperation. We need to build trust rather than second-guess each other; we need to 

join hands rather than throw punches at each other; and we need to consult rather 
than slander each other. Bearing in mind the common interests that bind us all, 

countries need to work together to make economic globalization more open, inclusive 

and balanced for the benefits of all. 

- We need to commit to mutual opening up that features shared responsibilities. Both 

history and reality tell us that when confronted by risks and challenges, countries must 

work together as partners, with each shouldering its due responsibility. It is ill-advised 
to pursue unilateral dominance, or choose to hurt others' interests, which diminishes 

one's own interests. Big countries need to lead by example, major economies need to 
act on sound principles, and developing countries need to play an active part in 

promoting opening up and sharing responsibilities. It is by working together that we 

will advance common development of our world. 

- We need to commit to mutual opening up that features shared governance. Faced 
with the challenges brought by economic globalization, we must not allow 

unilateralism or protectionism to undermine the international order and international 
rules. Rather, we need to reform the global economic governance system in a 

constructive way to better seize opportunities and avoid harm. Guided by a vision of 

global governance based on extensive consultation, joint contribution and shared 
benefits, we need to safeguard the multilateral trading system with the World Trade 

Organization (WTO) as its cornerstone, improve the rules of global economic 
governance, and build an open world economy. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Friends, 

The just concluded Fifth Plenary Session of the 19th CPC Central Committee adopted 
an overall plan for China's development in the coming 14th five-year plan period. Very 

soon, China will achieve the goal of finishing building a moderately prosperous society 
in all respects and eradicating poverty. From next year on, China will begin a new 

journey toward fully building a modern socialist country. It will mark a new stage for 

China's development. Answering to the changing circumstances and new 
requirements, we have set out to foster a new development paradigm with domestic 

circulation as the mainstay and domestic and international circulations reinforcing 
each other. What we envision is not a development loop behind closed doors, but more 

open domestic and international circulations. We will do so not only to meet China's 

own development needs but also for the greater benefit of people in all countries. 
China has a population of 1.4 billion and a middle-income group that exceeds 400 

million. The vastly huge China market is the most promising in the world. Total import 
into China is estimated to top 22 trillion US dollars in the coming decade. Chinese 

manufacturing now makes an important and positive part of the global industrial and 
supply chains. Demand on the massive domestic market in China will continue to 

unleash endless potential for innovation. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Friends, 

COVID-19 has put all countries through a tough test. In the case of China, our people 
have exerted extraordinary efforts and made major strategic gains in controlling the 

coronavirus. The Chinese economy is steadily picking up, as evidenced by the positive 

overall growth in the first three quarters, including a 0.7% growth in foreign trade and 
a 5.2% rise in paid-in foreign investment. This is a major contribution to economic 

recovery in the world. What's more, out of solidarity with other countries in fighting 
COVID-19, the Chinese people have shared full experience and done our best to assist 

the international community. As of 20th October, China had provided assistance to 

150 countries and seven international organizations and exported over 179 billion 
masks, 1.73 billion protective suits, and 543 million testing kits. This is how China has 

acted out its responsibility. Going forward, China will stay committed to openness, 
cooperation and unity for win-win results. We will steadfastly expand all-round 

opening up and explore more efficient ways to connect domestic and foreign markets 

and share factors of production and resources. Our aim is to turn the China market 
into a market for the world, a market shared by all, and a market accessible to all. This 

way, we will be able to bring more positive energy to the global community. 

First, China will nurture new pacesetters of opening up. Over the past seven years, in 
pilot free trade zones in China, a lot has been done to break new ground and bold 

experiments have produced remarkable results. The Hainan Free Trade Port has been 

kicked off to a good start. China will continue to leverage the pioneering role of pilot 
free trade zones and free trade ports in steering opening up. We will introduce a 

negative list for cross-border services trade and open still wider in areas like the digital 
economy and the Internet. We will deepen reform and innovation in trade and 

investment liberalization and facilitation, and make institutional innovations to 
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support an open economy of higher standards. Second, China will pursue creative ways 
to grow foreign trade. Through the CIIE and other platforms of opening up, we will 

continue to support companies from around the world in exploring business 
opportunities in China. We will tap into the growth potential of foreign trade with a 

view to boosting growth in international trade and the world economy. China will 

encourage cross-border e-commerce and other new business forms and models to 
grow even quicker to foster new drivers of foreign trade. China will shorten its catalog 

of technologies prohibited or restricted from import to create a favorable environment 
for the free flow of technologies across borders. Third, China will keep improving its 

business environment. In the wake of COVID-19, China has adopted a range of pro-

business relief policies that apply equally to all companies registered in China. Earlier 
this year, the Foreign Investment Law and its supporting rules and regulations came 

into effect, and the negative list on foreign investment was cut still shorter. China will 
continue to make its foreign-related legal framework more open and transparent, 

strengthen intellectual property protection, better protect the lawful rights and 

interests of foreign investors and provide them with more high-quality services to 
further improve the business environment. Fourth, China will pursue deeper bilateral, 

multilateral and regional cooperation. China stands ready to conclude high-standard 
free trade agreements with more countries in the world. We will work for the early 

signing of the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) and speed up 

negotiations on a China-EU investment treaty and a China-Japan-ROK free trade 
agreement. We look forward to more exchanges and mutual learning with high-

standard free trade zones in other parts of the world. China will take an active part in 
WTO reform and in cooperation at the United Nations, the G20, APEC, BRICS and 

other fora. China will work with partner countries to promote high-quality Belt and 

Road cooperation and build a community with a shared future for mankind. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Friends, 

As we often say in China, "Those who do not make their way to the Great Wall are not 

true heroes." Now, at a time of formidable challenges facing the world economy, it is 

imperative that we bolster confidence and courage to tide over this difficult period 
together. China will join hands with all other countries to create opportunities in 

opening up, tackle difficult problems through cooperation, and foster a brighter future 
for humanity. 

Thank you! 

Source: chinamission.be; 04 November 2020 

 

CAN CORONA CURE OUR SUPERIORITY 

COMPLEX? 
- Sven Biscop 

http://www.chinamission.be/eng/mhs/t1829373.htm
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A superiority complex is hard to cure. Nobody in Europe is longing for a return to 
empire (well, nobody in continental Europe, at least). Most Americans still pretend 

they never even had an empire. But Europeans and Americans still feel that we are 
entitled to dominate international politics, and that it is perfectly natural that the EU 

and the US are the most wealthy places on earth. Deep down, we feel that we have 

merited this, through our hard work – the implication being that if other people are 
less well off, they have merited that also. The reality is, of course, that we created the 

international order to our economic benefit. If the US dollar is the reserve currency of 
the world, and if the World Bank is always headed by an American and the 

International Monetary Fund by a European, that is not a law of nature, but the result 

of a far-sighted strategy that the US and its European allies implemented at the end of 
the Second World War. 

Obviously, nobody outside the EU and the US thinks that we have a right to permanent 

pre-eminence. Europe and America already lost a lot of their feathers by there failure 
to prevent, and then to resolutely manage, the 2008 financial crisis. It was our own 

failure that left a vacuum that China keenly filled; we enabled Beijing’s final 

breakthrough. China sensed the opportunity to put its by then enormous resources to 
use to achieve a massive gain of influence, and firmly established itself as a great power 

at the same level as the US and the EU. 

Today, the corona crisis has definitely washed off the last gloss from Europe’s and 
America’s reputations. We don’t realise what a damning loss of credibility we have 

suffered in the other parts of the world, not least in Asia. It was already difficult to 
understand for people in Asia why our supposedly well-organised states, with their 

comprehensive health care systems, reacted so late to the outbreak in China. But then 

our lack of experience with the SARS virus, which hit Asia hard in 2003, could serve 
as an excuse. Although that too pointed to our superiority complex: did we not see 

COVID-19 as just another “alien” virus that would pass us by? It might hit China, but 
certainly not us – until it did. What is really incomprehensible in Asia, however, is that 

the EU and the US now allow themselves to be swamped again by the second wave of 

the pandemic. Suddenly it seems as if the coronavirus has become “the white man’s 
burden”… After this gigantic failure on the part of the richest and strongest states in 

the world, it will be very difficult to go around the globe finger-wagging, pretending 
that we know better than others how to run things. 

Don’t Repeat Our Mistakes 

If the pandemic can permanently cure the West of its superiority complex, it will at 

least have had one positive side-effect. In its 2016 Global Strategy, the EU listed a 

rules-based international order as one of its vital interests. Those rules can no longer 
simply be imposed by the West upon the others. That does not mean we have to 

abandon our strategic agenda. But we will have to actively convince other states of the 
validity of what we see as the core rules: don’t make war, don’t fence off exclusive 

spheres of interest, respect human rights, and abide by the rules that you want others 

to follow. We will have to negotiate with other states on an even footing, and be willing 
to share power in order to create a rules-based order that all states buy into. That 

requires that we formulate a positive project for the international order. “We are not 
China” is not sufficient; we must announce which global public goods we seek to create 

for the benefit of all. 
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Unfortunately, many authoritarian regimes present the failure of the west as a failure 
of democracy, and thus undermine the credibility of our view of the core rules. One 

only needs to look at democratic Taiwan, which probably dealt with the coronavirus 
better than anybody else, to know that the issue is not democracy. Without resolute 

leadership and a strong state apparatus, democratic, populist, and dictatorial regimes 

all fail. But the corona crisis does represent a failure of the sense of the collective in 
the West. The US demonstrates that patriotism and even nationalism can go hand in 

hand with the absence of collective responsibility. Many ardent patriots see the US of 
A as a collection of individuals who fend for themselves rather than as a community of 

citizens who look out for each other through strong institutions. In the EU, vice versa, 

strong welfare states embody the sense of collective responsibility, but they are the 
victim of their own success. Many people no longer feel that they have a personal 

responsibility to assume. This is probably why Japan, South Korea, and Taiwan 
perform so much better in controlling the outbreak than we. 

Nevertheless, there is no point in the West conquering its superiority complex only for 

others to assume one, notably China. US officials these days don’t talk of China 

anymore; they all speak of the Chinese Communist Party. Obviously, the CCP has all 
the power in a one-party state, but if the US applied this principle consistently, it 

should also talk about the House of Al-Saud rather than Saudi Arabia. More 
importantly, this rhetorical trope misses the main challenge, which is Chinese 

nationalism. CCP propaganda has been very effective, not in promoting communism, 

but in creating nationalism. Patriotism is a force for good, and the Chinese people can 
be justifiably proud of many of China’s economic achievements. Nationalism, 

however, is a negative force, and if it is not kept under control it risks putting China 
on a course that can only antagonise other states, to the detriment of China’s interests. 

Instead, a global pandemic calls for global cooperation. World leaders missed the first 

opportunity: when the outbreak first hit, many instrumentalised it to pursue their 
rivalry with other powers. But we have a second chance: if and when a vaccine becomes 

available, it must not become an instrument of competition, but a reason to cooperate 

and ensure its availability to all. Let us prove ourselves superior to our baser urges. 

Prof. Dr. Sven Biscop, an Honorary Fellow of the European Security and Defence 
College, is Director of the Europe in the World Programme at the Egmont – Royal 

Institute for International Relations in Brussels, and professor at Ghent University. 

Source: egmontinstitute.be; 09 November 2020 
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