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MARITIME SEGURITY

U.S. SPY PLANE IMPERSONATES MAILAYSIAN
AIRCRAFT, APPARENTLY TO FOOL CHINA

- Kyle Mizomkami

A U.S. Air Force aircraft electronically impersonated a Malaysian plane while flying
over the South China Sea this week. The RC-135W Rivet Joint reconnaissance aircraft
flew off China’s Hainan island on Tuesday, coming within 55 miles of the Chinese
mainland. The caper was outed on Twitter by a think tank operated by the Chinese
government, which provided enough details for independent verification.

The Twitter account of the South China Sea Probing Initiative shared a pair of
screenshots that showed a RC-135W take off from Kadena Air Base, a U.S. Air Force
base on the island of Okinawa. The plane flew southwest, following the Ryukyu islands
chain, past Taiwan, to loiter off the coast of Hainan Island. The plane’s International
Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) Mode-S number, a 24-bit identifier assigned to all
aircraft and broadcast by onboard transponder, was AE01CE. The Mode S system
provides big-picture situational awareness and improves aviation safety. At some
point, the plane’s Mode-S number suddenly changed, from AE01CE to 750548. That’s
the ICAO number for an unknown Malaysian aircraft. The RC-135W, call sign
RAINY51, then flew a racetrack pattern between Hainan Island and the Paracel
Islands, an archipelago in the South China Sea that China claims, but whose ownership
is in dispute. Aircraft sometimes broadcast the wrong Mode S number, though that's
typically a mistake by the airplane operator. ICAO numbers aren't supposed to be
changed, as that degrades overall confidence in the system. But the idea that
someone’s finger slipped and AE01CE accidentally became 750548 seems extremely
unlikely. The RC-135W Rivet Joint is a converted Boeing 707 jetliner designed to
collect electronic intelligence for later analysis. The Air Force describes the jet as
follows: The Rivet Joint's modifications are primarily related to its on-board sensor
suite, which allows the mission crew to detect, identify and geolocate signals
throughout the electromagnetic spectrum. The mission crew can then forward
gathered information in a variety of formats to a wide range of consumers via Rivet
Joint's extensive communications suite.

It’s not clear why the RC-135W flew where it did. The flight probably coincided with
Chinese military exercises, likely air or naval, or even a missile test. It’s also worth
pointing out that China’s nuclear ballistic missile submarine force is based at Yulin on
Hainan Island. It’s also not clear why the RC-135W engaged in the deception. Steffan
Watkins, a Canadian open source intelligence researcher, tells Popular Mechanics:

“If the reconnaissance is happening outside sovereign airspace, there is no pressing
need to engage in that sort of deception. It's perfectly legal, and done in plain sight
off the coast of Russia, Syria, and Crimea all the time—literally, every day there are
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RC-135s off the coast of Russia, with their transponders on, and broadcasting exactly
who they are. I can't explain the difference with China. Why the difference in
emissions posture and obfuscation?”

The South Sea Probing Initiative, a China-based think tank whose advisory board
includes serving officers of the People’s Liberation Army and Chinese Navy, first
announced the imitation, Still, it appears the data is correct. The announcement is
likely a warning to the Pentagon that the Chinese military sees through the deception,
and that it's watching the watchers.

Source: popularmechanics.com; 09 September 2020

COUNTER PIRACY CTF 151 VISITS US COAST
GUARD FACILITY IN BAHRAIN

The Combined Maritime Forces’ counter-piracy task force CTF 151 visited the US Coast
Guard Patrol Force Southwest Asia Facility called “The Ship in a Box”. Ship in a Box is
a mockup of a dhow inside an air conditioned warehouse facility, used to train ship
boarding teams how to conduct Vessel Board Search and Seize (VBSS) procedures.
Although the search and seize function is mainly aimed at finding contraband, a lot of
the techniques can be applied to recovering hijacked ships.

The Combined Maritime Forces work with regional and international partners to
conduct maritime security and counter piracy operations against non-state actors in
the region. During the visit, the US Coast Guard’s Patrol Forces Southwest Asia
Commander, Captain Willie L. Carmichael demonstrated their capabilities, equipment
and training opportunities available to the crews of CMF member nations. CTF 151
Commander, Rear Admiral Nejat Inanir said: “This facility is a good opportunity for
CMF member nations to train their crew for Maritime Security and Counter Piracy
Operations.” Capt. Carmichael also expressed the US Coast Guard’s readiness level of
all training conducted in the facility, as well as their support to operations and nations
in the region. The US Coast Guard also provides training flexibility according to the
request from other nations. “I look forward to CTF 151 working with “The Ship in a
Box” more in the future” said RADM Inanir.

Source: combinedmaritimeforces.com; 09 September 2020

INDO-PACIFIC COOPERATION, MARITIME
SECURITY IN FOCUS AT TRILATERAL

DIALOGUE
- Shubhajit Roy

With a signal to China, Indo-Pacific was the top focus at the first India-France-
Australia trilateral dialogue, held online on Wednesday.
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Maritime security and maintaining resilient global supply chains, in the wake of Covid-
19 pandemic, was also discussed during the meeting. The meeting was co-chaired by
Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla; Secretary-General, French Ministry for
Europe and Foreign Affairs, Francois Delattre; and Secretary, Australian Department
of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Frances Adamson. “The focus of the dialogue was on
enhancing cooperation in the Indo-Pacific Region,” the Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) said in a statement. France and Australia are India’s key partners in the Indo-
Pacific region. The meeting provided a unique opportunity to build upon the progress
that the three countries have achieved bilaterally in recent years, sources said. At the
meeting, Shringla is learnt to have shared Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision for
the Indo-Pacific, articulated at the Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore in 2018 as a
means of promoting the concept of Security and Growth for All in the Region — or
SAGAR.

The three sides discussed the emerging challenges in the context of Covid-19, including
the financial impact of the pandemic on the Indian Ocean region countries. “The
increased salience of resilient and reliable supply chains was also discussed in this
context,” a source said. They also talked about the possibility of “enhancing maritime
security cooperation” between the three countries, including in the areas of
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, maritime domain awareness, mutual
logistics support, capacity-building of friendly countries in the Indo-Pacific region.
Sources said cooperation on marine global commons — blue economy, marine
biodiversity and environmental challenges such as marine pollution — was on the
agenda of the meeting. The Indian side underlined its interest in collaborating on
sustainable fisheries in the Indian Ocean, technologies for harvesting of Deep Ocean
Resources, Ocean Thermal Energy Conversion, sources said. The discussions also
focussed on the domestic situation and response, including economic measures, of
each country to the pandemic. In this regard, sources said that Shringla mentioned
scaling up of India’s capacities in the health sector, and the Atmanirbhar Bharat
initiative launched by the Prime Minister. The three sides also discussed cooperation
on therapeutic and vaccine development, sources said.

Sources said that development cooperation in the Indo-Pacific region, initiatives such
as the International Solar Alliance and Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure,
and the need for a reformed multilateralism also formed part of the dialogue. The MEA
statement said that during the dialogue, the three sides discussed economic and
geostrategic challenges and cooperation in the Indo-Pacific, particularly in the context
of the pandemic and domestic responses to Covid-19. “Cooperation on Marine Global
Commons and potential areas for practical cooperation at the trilateral and regional
level were also discussed, including through regional organisations such as ASEAN,
IORA and the Indian Ocean Commission,” the MEA stated. The MEA also stated that
the three sides agreed to hold the dialogue on an annual basis.

Source: indianexpress.com; 10 September 2020
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EXPLAINER: WHY INDIA HASN'T YET
INVITED AUSTRALIA TO THE QUAD'S NAVAL

EXERCISES
- Rahul Bedi

Chandigarh: Despite India’s much-touted pursuit of operationalising the
Quadrilateral naval alliance — or Quad — in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR), to try and
pressure China into ‘easing’ its ongoing military siege in eastern Ladakh, it has yet to
formally invite Australia to join the upcoming Malabar exercises.

The Royal Australian Navy (RAN) is the only missing operational member of the Quad,
comprising the Indian and US navies and the Japan Maritime Self Defence Force
(JMSDF), all three of which are scheduled to participate in the imminent Malabar
manoeuvres off India’s east coast. Indian Navy sources confirmed to The Wire that
though the RANSs participation in the Malabar exercises had ‘in principal’ been
approved by the federal government, the ‘file’ dealing with the matter had moved up
‘higher’ from naval headquarters. In officialese, this is a euphemism for shifting a
troublesome decision to the chain of political and executive command, as military
planners remain unsure regarding Canberra’s commitment to participate in the
projected naval drills.

“It is necessary to realise how fickle some of these (potential Quad) countries can be
when it comes to economic issues,” declared former National Security Advisor M.K.
Narayanan, adding that Australia was a prime example. Writing in The Hindu recently,
Narayanan declared that in the meeting in Washington in late July between US
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and US defence secretary Mark Esper and their
Australian counterparts Marise Payne and Linda Reynolds, the two latter officials
made amply clear that Beijing remained economically critical for Canberra. They also
declared, the former NSA stated, that they would not do anything contrary to China’s
interests and that a strong economic engagement was an essential link in the Australia-
China relationship. Assessments by other senior military and security officials in New
Delhi also indicated that it was ‘somewhat unlikely’ for Australia to ‘overtly’ upset
China by activating protocols like the Quad, despite its widening differences with
Beijing on varied issues. Australia’s vast ethnic Chinese community — the largest of all
countries outside Asia — too would be a factor in determining the RAN’s operational
involvement in the Quad.

Aimed ostensibly at ensuring free and open sea lanes of communication and
navigation, the Quad, in reality is a united naval show of force by democratic states to
contain an expansionist China in the Indo-Pacific region. All four navies believe that
they can, at least for now, not only operationally dominate the People’s Liberation
Army Navy (PLAN) that is currently a ‘green water’ force capable of operating in its
littoral areas and surrounding seas, but also ‘throttle’ the funnel-shaped Malacca
Strait, through which over 80% of Beijing’s oil and hydrocarbon imports from West
Asia, transit.
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By blockading the Strait, in what is strategically termed China’s Malacca Dilemma,
India and other Quad members believe they can contain Beijing’s hegemonic
ambitions by inhibiting its Belt and Road Initiative and Maritime Silk Road enterprise
to economically and strategically dominate Asia and later the world. Consequently, last
week the Chief of Defence Staff General Bipin Rawat too declared that India wanted
the Quad to ensure Freedom of Navigation (FoN) and Freedom of Navigation
Operations (FONOPS) in the IOR, but declined to elaborate on its operational
composition. “It (the Quad) is a good arrangement which will ensure that in the IOR
and all other oceans around, there is complete FoN without fear of any other national
trying to singularly dominate the oceans,” he stated in a direct reference to China in a
webinar hosted by the US-India Strategic Partnership Forum. Echoing other Quad
members and a host of other states in Asia and Europe, the CDS added that India was
keen to ensure that not only was there FoN on the seas, but also in the airspace above.

Earlier in 2007, these same four navies of the impending Quad led by the Indian Navy
and the US Navy, had participated — along with the Republic of Singapore Navy — in
the ‘Malabar’ exercises in the Bay of Bengal. But Beijing considered it an incipient anti-
China military grouping, and its strong condemnation of the Quad resulted in its
suspension. But growing PLAN activity in the IOR — and the South China Sea — led to
the Indian Navy once again inviting the JMSDF in October 2015 to be part of the
Malabar exercises, alongside the US Navy and, ever since it has participated in the
annual drills.

A few weeks earlier in September 2015, then Australian defence minister Kevin
Andrews conceded that exiting the 2007 Quadrilateral grouping under Chinese
pressure had been wrong. “It (withdrawing) was a mistake. There was a different
government then. It is not the outlook of the current government,” the Australian
minister had declared at a public lecture at New Delhi’s Institute of Defence Studies
and Analyses, directly challenging China. He said that unmindful of China’s objections
and concerns, Australia was now willing to participate in the Quad multilateral naval
exercises. Earlier in 2007, these same four navies of the impending Quad led by the
Indian Navy and the US Navy, had participated — along with the Republic of Singapore
Navy — in the ‘Malabar’ exercises in the Bay of Bengal. But Beijing considered it an
incipient anti-China military grouping, and its strong condemnation of the Quad
resulted in its suspension. But growing PLAN activity in the IOR — and the South China
Sea — led to the Indian Navy once again inviting the JMSDF in October 2015 to be part
of the Malabar exercises, alongside the US Navy and, ever since it has participated in
the annual drills.

A few weeks earlier in September 2015, then Australian defence minister Kevin
Andrews conceded that exiting the 2007 Quadrilateral grouping under Chinese
pressure had been wrong. “It (withdrawing) was a mistake. There was a different
government then. It is not the outlook of the current government,” the Australian
minister had declared at a public lecture at New Delhi’s Institute of Defence Studies
and Analyses, directly challenging China. He said that unmindful of China’s objections
and concerns, Australia was now willing to participate in the Quad multilateral naval
exercises. But senior IN officers remain sceptical. They said that while Australia
remained part of the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, alongside India, Japan and the
US — that is scheduled to meet in Delhi later this month — its absence from the Malabar
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exercises signalled a ‘void’ in facing the burgeoning challenge posed by the PLA in the
IOR. But senior IN officers remain sceptical. They said that while Australia remained
part of the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, alongside India, Japan and the US — that
is scheduled to meet in Delhi later this month — its absence from the Malabar exercises
signalled a ‘void’ in facing the burgeoning challenge posed by the PLA in the IOR.

Source: thewire.in; 09 September 2020

U.S. NAVY JOINS AUSTRALIA, JAPAN,
REPUBLIC OF KOREA FOR MULTINATIONAL
GROUP SAIL

- Lt. Mark Langford

PHILIPPINE SEA - Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS Barry (DDG 52)
is scheduled to join the Royal Australian Navy (RAN), Japan Maritime Self-Defense
Force (JMSDF) and Republic of Korea Navy (ROKN) during a multinational group sail
from waters near Hawaii to Guam beginning Sept. 9, to conduct integrated, multi-
domain operations. U.S. naval forces routinely participate in multinational group sails
in order to operate alongside regional allies and strengthen our shared commitments
to regional stability and a free and open Indo-Pacific through integrated training and
cooperation. Operating together alongside allies from the RAN, ROKN, and JMSDF
strengthens each nation’s collective commitment to international rules-based order.
Commanding officer of HMAS Arunta, Cmdr. Troy Duggan said the multinational
group sail followed a successful exercise Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC). He welcomed
this next opportunity of this joint sail "to continue our close and effective cooperation."

"The Royal Australian Navy remains committed to strengthening the longstanding
security partnerships across the region,” said Duggan. “Our relationships are based on
mutual respect, trust and a shared vision for a secure, open, prosperous and inclusive
Indo-Pacific." Throughout the group sail period, participants will operate and train
together, exercising integrated maritime operations in a multi-domain warfighting
environment. Professional integrated engagements allows the U.S. Navy and allies the
opportunity to build upon existing strong relationships and improve collective
readiness and response to any situation.

"This exercise provides opportunities that can enhance steadfast and flexible
coordination system," said commodore, Maritime Task Squadron 71, Capt. Kim Sung
Hwan of the ROKN. "It will also serve as an opportunity to strengthen joint response
capabilities for various security situations by building up the friendship and
coordination system between participating nations."

Australia, the Republic of Korea, and Japan have all fostered long-standing alliances
with the United States, who regularly trains, exercises, and otherwise engages with
regional allies and partners to ensure peace and stability throughout the region. “It has
been a great summer so far through enhancing friendship and cooperation, moreover
confidence among ten likeminded navies during the RIMPAC 2020,” said Capt.
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Kitagawa Keizo, commander, Escort Division Two. “Group sail is the next phase for
further cooperation focused on four navies in the region. It is my great honor to lead
the group and train together as one team. JMSDF is and will remain committed toward
the peace and stability of the Indo-Pacific region with allies and partner navies, and it
is the fundamental strategic end state of JMSDF.”

Participating U.S. units in the multinational group sail include Barry, a Los Angeles-
class fast-attack submarine, and fleet replenishment oiler USNS John Ericsson (T-AO
194). Participating from the RAN is HMA Ships Stuart (FFH 153) and Arunta (FFH
151). JMSDF participants include JS Ise (DDH 182) and JS Ashigara (DDG 178).
Participating from ROKN are ROK Ships Chungmugong (DDH 975) and Seoae (DDG
993). "Every opportunity to train and sail alongside our allied naval partners from
Australia, Japan, and the Republic of Korea is rewarding and mutually beneficial," said
Cmdr. Christopher A. Gahl, commanding officer, USS Barry. "Our ability to seamlessly
integrate for advanced warfare training is a testament to each navy's professionalism
and commitment to international maritime norms and regional stability." Barry is
underway conducting operations in support of a free and open Indo-Pacific, while
assigned to Destroyer Squadron Fifteen (DESRON) 15, the Navy's largest forward-
deployed DESRON and the U.S. 7th Fleet's principal surface force.

Source: cpf.navy.mil; 08 September 2020
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MARITIME FORCES

IXBLUE DELIVERS CYBER SECURITY
NAVIGATION SYSTEM FOR FRENCH NAVY
FRIGATES

iXblue has delivered the cyber security navigation system for the first Defense and
Intervention Frigate (FDI) for the French Navy. It was delivered to Naval Group under
the project management of the French General Directorate of Armament (DGA). This
delivery is part of the contract between iXblue and Naval Group, which was signed in
2017.

The contract was for the integration of Marins inertial navigation systems and Netans
data distribution and processing units on five frigates. The Marins inertial navigation
system is based on iXblue’s fibre optic gyroscope technology. It is said to provide
precise position, heading, roll, pitch and speed information in any location, including
global navigation satellite system (GNSS) denied environments. iXblue CEO Fabien
Napolitano said: “It is the first time that iXblue systems have been chosen by Naval
Group to equip a new-built major combat vessel for the French Navy. “We are
extremely proud to be part of this major programme to renew the French naval forces.
This choice underlines the robustness and reliability of iXblue systems, and in
particular their ability to respond to cyber security threats in environments where
GNSS is inoperable.”

The Netans data distribution and processing unit is designed to directly interface with
the sensors of the vessel to acquire, analyse, correlate and distribute data to a ship’s
on-board systems. Netans range offers reliable, consistent and exact navigation
information in challenging environments, while addressing various cyber security
issues faced by navies worldwide. Naval Group programme director Olivier de la
Bourdonnaye added: “We are very pleased to have iXblue among our partners for this
‘all-digital’ frigate programme, the new generation frigates for the French Navy. “We
know we can count on their cutting-edge expertise in the field of navigational
calculations and cyber security to equip defence and intervention frigates with the best
possible systems, meeting the needs of the French General Directorate of Armament
(DGA).”

Source: navaltechnology.com; 07 September 2020
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WHAT IS TRUMP’S NEW NUCLEAR
WEAPON?

- Kyle Mizokami

In a series of interviews, President Donald Trump told Bob Woodward that he had
built a new nuclear weapon system “nobody’s ever had.” However, the complexity of
nuclear weapon design makes it virtually impossible for a new nuclear weapon system
to have been developed in just three years.

Instead, Trump was likely talking about a modified W76 warhead, called the W76-2
which produces less of a bang. Trump made the comments during interviews
conducted for Woodward’s new book, Rage. In interview excerpts published by The
Washington Post, the president bragged to the bestselling author and two-time
Pulitzer winner: “I have built a nuclear—a weapons system that nobody’s ever had in
this country before. We have stuff that you haven’t even seen or heard about. We have
stuff that Putin and Xi have never heard about before. There’s nobody—what we have
is incredible.”

The statement was a curious one, as the federal government has neither made an
announcement it is developing a new nuke nor sought funding to make one a reality.
Nuclear weapons are enormously difficult and expensive to develop, and a new nuke
would probably take the better part of a decade—or more—to go from the drafting table
to sitting in a silo or bomb bay. So what was Trump talking about? The president was
likely alluding to the W76-2, a new nuclear warhead designed to fit on the U.S. Navy’s
Trident D-5 submarine-launched ballistic missiles.

The U.S. Navy currently fields 12 nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarines, each
equipped with approximately 20 Trident D-5 submarine launched missiles. Each D-5
carries between four and five W-76 warheads each. The W-76 has an explosive yield of
approximately 100 kilotons, or about six times the power of the bomb dropped on
Hiroshima. With a range of 4,600 miles, a U.S. missile submarine parked off the coast
of Canada could rain up to 80-100 warheads on western Russia. The W76-2 was first
mentioned by the Trump Administration in February 2018 as a weapon to “help
counter any mistaken perception of an exploitable ‘gap’ in U.S. regional deterrence
capabilities.” Military planners worried that the U.S. did not have a small, low-yield
tactical nuclear weapon that could quickly respond to a Russian low-yield nuclear
strike. America’s tactical nuclear weapons are restricted to airplane-delivered nuclear
gravity bombs that could take hours to prepare and deploy. A Trident D-5 could deliver
a low-yield weapon like the W76-2 in a matter of minutes, streaking past the enemy’s
air defenses to virtually guarantee delivery. Thermonuclear weapons like the W76-2
are designed to utilize two stages—primary and secondary—to achieve their advertised
explosive yields. The primary fission stage is a low-yield nuclear weapon that then
triggers the secondary stage, which sets off a much, much larger fusion explosion. The
National Nuclear Security Agency has explained the W76-2 is simply a W76 configured
for “primary-only detonation.” Nobody outside of the U.S. government is really sure
how small the W76’s primary stage is, but it is likely between 4 and 10 kilotons, or
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4,000 to 10,000 tons of TNT. The Federation of American Scientists (FAS) estimates
the primary stage yield at five kilotons.

The W76-2 is simply a neutered W76 and, as a result, was relatively easy to develop.
The weapon was deployed in late 2019 aboard the missile submarine USS Tennessee
(see top). FAS estimates the U.S. government rebuilt 50 W76s to W76-2 configuration,
and it’s likely that every missile submarine carries one or two missiles exclusively
armed with them on every patrol. Trump describes the W76-2 as a weapon “nobody’s
ever had.” Yet the actual need for the W76-2 is heavily disputed outside of government,
with many observers believing the weapon is unnecessary and dangerous. The Union
of Concerned Scientists believes that an adversary would be able to detect the launch
of a Trident D-5, but would not know if the warhead was the W76-2 or the vastly more
powerful W76. The new warhead could thus blur the lines between battlefield and all-
out nuclear warfare.

To the President’s credit he did not describe “his” new weapon as new, or exotic, or
claim that it’s a capability that doesn’t exist anywhere else. As for his statement that
the U.S. military has weapons “that you haven’t even seen or heard about”—we don’t
have a clue what those are, but they almost certainly do exist.

Source: popularmechanics.com; 10 September 2020

DAMEN SHIPYARDS CAPE TOWN LAYS KEEL
ON SECOND PROJECT BIRO IPV

- Xavier Vavasseur

The South African Navy’s Project BIRO aims to develop maritime security, ensuring
the country’s capabilities to respond effectively, rapidly, and cost-efficiently to
maritime threats such as piracy and illegal fishing. Following a safety briefing, DSCT
board member Sefale Montsi opened the keel laying inspection welcoming guests. Ms
Montsi said, “I give thanks as a South African to be associated with this project. There
is much value in the seas for South Africa and its economy. I am proud to be part of a
project that protects our borders and resources.”

The MMIPVs draw on proven technology from Damen’s standardised range of patrol
boats, which covers everything from 10-metre Interceptors and 50-metre patrol
vessels, to 140-metre frigates. The vessels for Project BIRO are tailored to the specific
requirements of the South African Navy and feature the Damen Sea Axe Bow — a
vertical hull form that reduces slamming for safe, comfortable operations in rough
seas. The MMIPVs are the first Sea Axe vessels to operate in South Africa. Speaking at
the keel laying inspection, Acting Chairperson of Armscor Mr Motimele said, “I would
like to thank the DSCT team for ensuring that the requirements as articulated by the
South African Navy are brought to life. Armscor is extremely proud to be part of this
project that will deliver multi-mission patrol vessels to the South African Navy, that
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will serve them well for decades to come with their mission to protect South African
coastal and marine interests.”

Mr Motimele was followed on the podium by the Chief of the Navy, Vice Admiral
Hlongwane, who said that the current situation with the coronavirus pandemic only
serves to increase the importance of Project BIRO. “A well-managed maritime sector
is key to the country’s economic recovery from the pandemic... Fighting Covid-19 poses
new dilemmas for South Africa in addition to the existing challenges of policing one of
the largest maritime zones in Africa. South Africa must also fulfii numerous
international safety responsibilities... any reduction in South Africa’s supply chain
efficiency could wreak economic havoc on the country and its neighbours. “I would
like to say well done and congratulations to all staff involved in the production of the
MMIPVs here at DSCT for being able to maintain the construction schedule to this
extent under very challenging circumstances. Your commitment to excellence is
commendable. I can say with confidence to the South African people that we have
selected a good partner to make this project a success. I thank you.” The project
undertaking serves as a demonstration of Damen Maritime Security Solutions in
action. With this initiative, Damen not only delivers a ship, but rather a total maritime
solution, encompassing every aspect of vessel operation throughout the lifecycle as
well as the contribution to a sustainable maritime industry in the region in which it
operates. To that end, Damen has truly and enthusiastically embraced, adopted and
integrated the various applicable government programmes, such as the Defence
Industrial Participation (DIP), Department of Trade and Industry’s Local Content and
Enterprise and Supplier Development (ESD) and Youth Employment Service (YES
Initiative) into its project approach, and by doing so is looking to over-achieve on the
requirements of these programmes.. For example, Damen will exceed Project BIRO’s
60% local content requirements, issuing contracts to a large number of local suppliers.
As a result of their work on Project BIRO, many of these suppliers are now earmarked
for work on Damen projects in and outside of South Africa. Additionally, DSCT’s
undertaking of the project has created over 300 direct jobs and over 1,000 indirect
jobs in line with the South African Government’s Operation Phakisa objectives.

Damen’s Project Director for the MMIPV projects, Jos Govaarts, elaborates, “It’s not
only our objective to build three IPVs. We, as DSCT, feel it is our responsibility to
create jobs and to develop our suppliers. We have the commitment to make sure that
the South African maritime industry fully benefits from South African projects for the
long-term. The jobs that we are creating are there to stay.” Following the speeches, the
tradition of welding a coin to the keel was observed. On this occasion, the coin was
welded into place by Jenny-Lee Fortuin (2nd Year Apprentice: Welder) An apprentice
of DSCT’s Apprentice Training Centre, an institution established by the yard in order
to bridge a skills gap in South Africa and provide employment opportunities to local
learners. The minted coin being laid on this occasion was a commemorative medal that
was made in the honour of the late Honourable President Mandela as the winner of
the 1993 Nobel Prize for Peace. The obverse of the coin was designed by British Artist
Avril Vaughan and the reverse was designed by artist Danuta Haremska.

DSCT is making good progress with the first Project BIRO IPV, which it expects to
deliver in 2021.

Source: navalnews.com; 09 September 2020
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INDONESIA PROTESTS AGAINST CHINA SHIP

IN ITS WATERS
- PTI

JAKARTA (AFP, THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK) - Jakarta has
protested against the intrusion of a Chinese coast guard ship into the South-east Asian
archipelago’s waters, Indonesia’s Foreign Ministry said Monday (Sept 14).

The Chinese vessel, identified as CCG 5204, was seen Saturday in North Natuna
waters, Indonesia’s exclusive economic zone near the Riau Islands province.
"Following the issue, the ministry on Sunday communicated with Chinese
representative in Jakarta to request clarification," spokesman Teuku Faizasyah told
AFP on Monday. The Indonesian maritime security agency said the ship insisted it had
been patrolling China’s so-called "nine-dash line", an area claimed by Beijing but
contested by its neighbours. According to the Indonesian Maritime Security Agency
(Bakamla), the Chinese ship insisted that it had the right to patrol around the so-called
nine-dash line. One of the nine dashes slices through waters north of the Natuna
Islands. "The Ministry re-emphasised to the Chinese representative that there’s no
overlapping between Indonesia’s exclusive economic zone and China’s waters," said
Mr Teuku Faizasyah. The maritime security agency said the ship left the area on
Monday. Indonesia rejects China’s nine-dash line claim saying it contravenes the UN
Convention on the Law of the Sea.

Indonesia, the world’s largest archipelago nation, is trying to stop foreign vessels
fishing in its waters, saying it costs the economy billions of dollars annually. Jakarta
claims the area in the southern reaches of the South China Sea as its exclusive
economic zone. In January Indonesia deployed fighter jets and warships to patrol the
Natuna islands waters in a spat with Beijing after Chinese vessels, both coast guard
ship and fishing boats, entered the area. China claims most of the South China Sea
despite competing claims from other South-east Asian nations including Indonesia,
Vietnam, the Philippines and Malaysia.

Sourece: straitstimes.com; 14 September 2020

US STATE DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCES
REGIONAL SECURITY TRAINING CENTER WITH
CYPRUS APTLY NAMED CYCLOPS

- Paul Antonopoulos
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The Republic of Cyprus and the United States have expanded relations through the
creation of a joint security training centre that has the abbreviated name of CYCLOPS.
“To expand this cooperation and to support capacity-building in nations where in-
country training is impossible, our two countries have agreed to construct a regional
border security training hub in the Republic of Cyprus — the Cyprus Center for Land,
Open-seas, and Port Security (CYCLOPS),” the US Department of State said in a press
release yesterday. “CYCLOPS will allow the United States and our partners to provide
technical assistance in more areas related to security and safety, including customs
and exports control, port and maritime security, and cybersecurity,” the statement
added.

“The training facility will include a number of different hands-on training platforms,
including a mock land border crossing, passenger screening area, and a mobile cyber
security training lab, which will enable regional partners to learn best practices for
securing critical infrastructure and to engage in cross border, counterproliferation
cyber investigations,” the statement continued, adding that “CYCLOPS will support
our efforts to curb the proliferation risks posed by malign regional actors and violent
extremist organizations.”

The US Department of State emphasized that Washington’s support for CYCLOPS “is
a true partnership” with Cyprus. “The United States will provide equipment, trainers,
and other capacity-building support, while the Republic of Cyprus will contribute land,
facilitate travel, and provide trainers. Construction of the training facility is expected
to begin later this year,” the statement concluded.

This announcement came off the back of US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo visiting
Cyprus yesterday. Pompeo yesterday expressed his concern about Turkey’s
provocations in the East Mediterranean. “Countries in the region need to resolve
disagreements including on security and energy resource and maritime issues
diplomatically and peacefully,” Pompeo said in his meeting with Cypriot President
Nicos Anastasiades that lasted an hour and a half. “Increased military tensions help
no one but adversaries who would like to see division in transatlantic unity,” he said.
In Greek mythology, the Cyclops was a one-eyed monster species, and surely this fact
was not overlooked by American and Cypriot officials when they were naming
CYCLOPS.

In July, the United States has announced its intention to provide International
Military Education and Training (IMET) to the Cypriot Army beginning in 2021. This
is based on the State Department’s strategy for the Eastern Mediterranean, as reported
by Greek City Times. The Twitter account of the US Embassy in Cyprus Twitter posted:
“We're strengthening our security partnership with the Republic of Cyprus by
providing International Military Education and Training. The IMET program
promotes regional stability & defense capabilities through professional military
education and training.” “The IMET program is a key component of U.S. security
assistance, promoting regional stability and defense capabilities through professional
military education and training. Through professional and technical courses, and with
specialized instruction, IMET provides students from allied and friendly nations
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valuable training and education on U.S. military practices and standards,” the US
embassy said in a statement in July.

Source: greekcitytimes.com; 13 September 2020

CONSTRUCTION BEGINS ON INDIAN NAVY’S
THIRD P17A-CLASS STEALTH FRIGATE

- Paul Antonopoulos

The Indian Ministry of Defence has announced the start of construction on the Indian
Navy’s third ship (Yard- 12653) under the P17A-class stealth frigates. A keel was laid
by Indian Navy COM & CWP&A vice-admiral S R Sarma and additional secretary V L
Kantha Rao. Indian firms Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders (MDL) and Garden Reach
Shipbuilders and Engineers (GRSE) are responsible for the construction of the P17A
ships.

MDL is building four P17A ships for the navy, while GRSE is constructing three. The
frigates are being constructed with indigenously developed steel and will be equipped
with weapons and sensors, as well as an Integrated Platform Management System. In
February last year, GE Marine received a contract to supply gas turbine auxiliary
equipment for the LM2500 engines integrated into the new P17A stealth frigates.

The Ministry of Defence said in a statement: “Construction of P17A ships differ in the
very concept of warship building by way of adoption of the modern technology
‘Integrated Construction (IC)’, where the blocks are pre-outfitted before joining to
reduce the build period of warships.

“When commissioned the platforms will enhance the combat capability of the Indian
Naval fleet.” In May, GRSE received a contract worth Rs63.11bn ($901.46m) to
construct eight anti-submarine warfare shallow water crafts (ASWSWCs) for the
Indian Navy. The contract was awarded by India’s Ministry of Defence and comes five
years after the navy issued a request for proposal to defence public sector and private
sector firms.

Source: naval-technology.com; 11 September 2020
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SHIPPING, PORTS AND
OGEAN ECONOMY

WORK STARTS ON WORLD’S 1ST LARGE
CONTAINERSHIP LNG CONVERSION

- Mirza Duran

China’s Huarun Dadong yard has started retrofitting Hapag-Lloyd’s ultra-large
containership Sajir to use LNG as fuel, in a move claimed to be the world’s first such
conversion. The 15,000 TEU vessel arrived at the Shanghai yard on August 31 for the
retrofit works including the installation of a 6,500-cbm GTT LNG fuel tank. To remind,
German container shipping line tapped CSSC’s Hudong-Zhongua for the conversion
project early last year. The state-owned yard is a shareholder in Huarun Dadong. The
project has been affected by the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic as Hapag-Lloyd
previously planned to start the works in May. The world’s first large contairneship
conversion to LNG power has a price tag of about $30 million. This pilot project will
help Hapag-Lloyd to decide on future LNG conversions but also paves the way for
other boxship owners looking to slash emissions and comply with more stringent IMO
rules.

Besides new tanks, the ship’s fuel system and its existing heavy fuel oil-burning MAN
engine will switch to dual-fuel power. This includes LNG and low-sulphur fuel oil as a
backup. Hapag-Lloyd inherited the LNG-ready Sajir after its takeover of UASC back in
2017. Its 16 sister ships are also LNG-ready and fit for retrofitting. Huarun Dadong
expects to complete the retrofit works on Sajir by year-end.

LNG containership year

This year will probably mark many firsts for ultra large LNG-powered containerships.
Besides the first conversion, the world will see the delivery of the first two giant LNG-
powered newbuilds. As previously reported, Offshore Energy understands that CMA
CGM’s 23,000 TEU Jacques Saade will be delivered to the owner this month. The
world’s largest LNG-powered vessel will serve the Europe-Asia route. It will bunker
LNG from the MOL-owned and Total-chartered Gas Agility that recently arrived off
Rotterdam. Besides this vessel, CMA CGM has additional eighth sister ships on order
at Hudong-Zhonghua and its unit Jiangnan. Furthermore, the French shipping group
is also involved in the second LNG containership delivery slated for this month, but
this time as a charterer. Eastern Pacific Shipping’s 15,000 TEU Tenere has completed
gas trials in South Korea and is ready to start work. The French firm will charter all of
the six sister vessels scheduled for delivery from Hyundai Samho by 2022.
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Source: offshore-energy.biz; 07 September 2020

SRI LANKA TO SUE OWNER OF FIRE-HIT
SUPERTANKER

- Reuters

Colombo: A salvage team is still trying to plug a fuel leak from the fire-stricken New
Diamond oil supertanker, Sri Lankan Navy spokesman Indika de Silva said on Friday.
The tanker, which is carrying the about 2 million barrels of oil, caught fire on Sept. 3
and is currently 45 nautical miles (83 km), off Sri Lanka’s east coast. The fire has been
extinguished but the New Diamond has left two long trails of fuel oil after the Navy
towed it out to sea.

Authorities want to avoid damage to the coast line like that suffered by Mauritius after
the Japanese bulk carrier MV Wakashio struck a coral reef off the Indian Ocean island
on July 25 and began spilling oil on Aug. 6. “Salvage operations are continuing. The
engine room has been de-smoked. They have identified the bunker oil tank that is
leaking. The next step is to empty it and then to repair the leak,” de Silva said. He said
the cargo of crude oil remains intact. The stricken vessel has raised fears of an
environmental disaster. Sri Lanka’s Marine Environment Protection Authority
(MEPA) has said it plans to take action against the ship’s owner under the country’s
laws to protect the marine ecosystem. A fire broke out in the engine room of the Greek-
owned New Diamond tanker on Sept. 3. The fire was believed to have been
extinguished on Sunday but reignited a day later.

The very large crude carrier was chartered by Indian Oil Corp to import oil to Paradip
in eastern India from Kuwait. New Shipping Ltd, the manager of the Panama-flagged

New Diamond, has appointed SMIT Singapore Pte Ltd to lead salvage operations.

Source: deccanchronicle.com; 11 September 2020

JAPAN SHIP OPERATOR TO PAY $9M OVER
MAURITIUS OIL SPILL

- Mari Yamaguchi

TOKYO — The Japanese operator of a bulk carrier that struck a coral reef and caused
a widespread oil spill off the coast of Mauritius said Friday it will provide 1 billion yen
($9 million) to fund environmental projects and support the local fishing community.
Mitsui O.S.K. Lines said the Mauritius Natural Environment Recovery Fund will be
used for mangrove protection, coral reef recovery, protection of seabirds and rare
species, and research by private and governmental groups. The environmental disaster
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began on July 25 when the ship MV Wakashio strayed off course and struck a coral
reef a mile offshore. After being pounded by heavy surf for nearly two weeks, the ship’s
hull cracked and on Aug. 6 it began leaking fuel into a lagoon, polluting a protected
wetlands area and a bird and wildlife sanctuary. MOL President Junichiro Ikeda
apologized for the damage and said the financial contribution reflects the company’s
commitment to fulfill its social responsibility.

“The accident has caused tremendous environmental damage to Mauritius. We
naturally bear social responsibility,” Ikeda told reporters. The ship owner, Nagashiki
Shipping, is also joining the fund, MOL said. Mauritius has said it is seeking
compensation for the damage from Nagashiki. More than 1,000 tons of oil spilled into
the coastal waters. About 3,000 tons that remained on the ship was pumped into
barges before the Wakashio broke in two several days later. Thousands of civilian
volunteers worked for days to try to minimize the damage from the oil spill, while
environmental workers ferried baby tortoises and rare plants to shore and plucked
trapped seabirds out of the goo. Residents and environmentalists have demanded an
investigations into why the ship strayed so far off course. Its captain and first officer
have been arrested and charged with endangering safe navigation.

Earlier this week, the maritime authority of Panama, where the ship is registered,
issued a statement saying an early investigation suggested the accident was caused by
human error, including a mishandling of a nautical chart and navigation system and
lack of supervision and safety monitoring. It also said the ship’s captain had ordered a
change of course to go five miles closer to shore than planned so they could get
cellphone signals and crew members could talk to their families.

Mauritius depends heavily on tourism, and the spill has been a severe blow on top of
the effects of the coronavirus pandemic, which has limited international travel. Tens
of thousands of people recently protested in Mauritius over the government’s slow
response to the oil spill and the discovery of dozens of dead dolphins. Another protest
is planned Saturday. It’s not yet clear what killed the dolphins. The government said
no oil was found in two necropsies so far and called the deaths a “sad coincidence.”
Some experts fear water soluble chemicals in the fuel are to blame.

Source: washingtonpost.com; 11 September 2020
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MARINE ENVIRONMENT

CLIMATE CHANGE: POWER COMPANIES

"HINDERING' MOVE TO GREEN ENERGY
- Matt McGrath

Only one in 10 energy suppliers globally has prioritised renewables over fossil fuels,
the study finds. Even those that are spending on greener energy are continuing to
invest in carbon heavy coal and natural gas. The lead researcher says the slow uptake
undermines global efforts to tackle climate change.

In countries like the UK and across Europe, renewable energy has taken a significant
share of the market, with 40% of Britain's electricity coming from wind and solar last
year. But while green energy has boomed around the world in recent years, many of
the new wind and solar power installations have been built by independent producers.
Large scale utility companies, including many state and city owned enterprises, have
been much slower to go green, according to this new study. The research looked at
more than 3,000 electricity companies worldwide and used machine learning
techniques to analyse their activities over the past two decades. The study found that
only 10% of the companies had expanded their renewable-based power generation
more quickly than their gas or coal fired capacity.

Of this small proportion that spent more on renewables, many continued to invest in
fossil fuels, although at a lower rate. The vast majority of companies, according to the
author, have just sat on the fence. "If you look at all utilities, and what's the dominant
behaviour, it is that they're not doing much in fossil fuels and renewables," said Galina
Alova, from the Smith School of Enterprise and the Environment at the University of
Oxford. "So they might be doing something with other fuels like hydro power or
nuclear, but they're not transitioning to renewables nor growing the fossil fuel
capacity." The author says that many of these types of utilities are government-owned
and may have invested in their power portfolios many years ago. The overall
conclusion from the analysis, though, is that utility companies are "hindering" the
global transition to renewables. "Companies are still growing their fossil-fuel based
capacity,” Galina Alova told BBC News. "So utilities are still dominating the global
fossil fuel business. And I'm also finding that quite a significant share of the fossil-fuel
based capacity owned by utilities has been added in the last decade, meaning that these
are quite new assets. "But in order for us to achieve the Paris climate agreement goals,
they either need to be retired early, or will need carbon capture and storage because
otherwise they're still here to stay for decades."

She says that inertia within the electricity industry is one key cause of the slow
transition. But the news reporting about energy companies doesn't always capture the
complexity of their investments. "Renewables and natural gas often go hand in hand,"
said Galina Alova. "Companies often choose both in parallel. So it might be just in
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media reports we are getting this image of investing in renewables, but less coverage
on continued investment in gas. "So it's not greenwashing. It is just that this parallel
investment in gas dilutes the shift to renewables. That's the key issue."

The study has been published in the journal Nature Energy.

Source: bbc.com; 31 August 2020

A MASSIVE CLIMATE CHANGE RECKONING IN
MEGAFIRE-STRICKEN CALIFORNIA

- Thomas Fuller and Christopher Flavelle

SAN FRANCISCO: Multiple megafires burning more than 3 million acres. Millions of
residents smothered in toxic air. Rolling blackouts and triple-digit heat waves. Climate
change, in the words of one scientist, is smacking California in the face. The crisis
facing the nation’s most populous state is more than just an accumulation of individual
catastrophes. It’s also an example of something climate experts have long worried
about, but which few expected to see so soon: a cascade effect, in which a series of
disasters overlap, triggering or amplifying each other.

“You're toppling dominoes in ways that Americans haven’t imagined,” said Roy
Wright, who directed resilience programs for the Federal Emergency Management
Agency until 2018 and grew up in Vacaville, California, near one of this year’s largest
fires. “It’s apocalyptic.” The same could be said for the entire West Coast this week, to
Washington and Oregon, where towns were decimated by infernos as firefighters were
stretched to their limits. California’s simultaneous crises illustrate how the ripple
effect works. A scorching summer led to dry conditions never before experienced. That
aridity helped make the season’s wildfires the biggest ever recorded. Six of the 20
largest wildfires in modern California history have occurred this year. If climate
change was a somewhat abstract notion a decade ago, today it is all too real for
Californians. The intensely hot wildfires are not only chasing thousands of people from
their homes but causing dangerous chemicals to leach into drinking water. Excessive
heat warnings and suffocating smoky air have threatened the health of people already
struggling during the pandemic. And the threat of more wildfires has led insurance
companies to cancel homeowner policies and the state’s main utility to shut off power
to tens of thousands of people preemptively.

“If you are in denial about climate change, come to California,” Gov. Gavin Newsom
said last month. Climate scientists said the mechanism driving the wildfire crisis is
straightforward: Human behavior, chiefly the burning of fossil fuels like coal and oil,
has released greenhouse gases that increase temperatures, desiccating forests and
priming them to burn. Mark Harvey, who was senior director for resilience at the
National Security Council until January, said the government has struggled to prepare
for situations like what’s happening in California. “The government does a very, very
bad job looking at cascading scenarios,” Harvey said. “Most of our systems are built to
handle one problem at a time.” In some ways, this year’s wildfires in California have
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been decades in the making. A prolonged drought that ended in 2017 was a major
reason for the death of 163 million trees in California forests over the past decade,
according to the U.S. Forest Service. One of the fastest-moving fires this year ravaged
the forests that had the highest concentration of dead trees, south of Yosemite National
Park.

Further north, the Bear Fire became the 10th largest in California history — burning
through an astonishing 230,000 acres in one 24-hour period. “It’s really shocking to
see the number of fast-moving, extremely large and destructive fires simultaneously
burning,” said Daniel Swain, a climate scientist in the Institute of the Environment
and Sustainability at UCLA. “I've spoken to maybe two dozen fire and climate experts
over the last 48 hours, and pretty much everyone is at a loss of words. There’s certainly
been nothing in living memory on this scale.” While the state mobilizes to deal with
the immediate threats, the fires will also leave the state with difficult and costly longer-
term problems, everything from the effects of smoke inhalation to damaged drinking
water systems.

Wildfire smoke can in the worst cases be deadly, especially among older people.
Studies have shown that when waves of smoke hit, the rate of hospitalizations rises,
and patients experience respiratory problems, heart attacks and strokes. The
coronavirus pandemic adds a new layer of risk to an already perilous situation. The
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has issued statements warning that people
with COVID-19 are at increased risk from wildfire smoke during the pandemic. “The
longer we have bad air in California, the more we’ll be concerned about adverse health
effects,” said John Balmes, a spokesman for the American Lung Association and a
professor of medicine at University of California, San Francisco. The coronavirus
pandemic adds a new layer of risk to an already perilous situation. The Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention has issued statements warning that people with
COVID-19 are at increased risk from wildfire smoke during the pandemic. “The longer
we have bad air in California, the more we’ll be concerned about adverse health
effects,” said John Balmes, a spokesman for the American Lung Association and a
professor of medicine at University of California, San Francisco. As for drinking water,
scientists have known for years that runoff from burned homes can put harmful
chemicals into groundwater and reservoirs. But research in the aftermath of the 2017
wildfires in wine country north of San Francisco and the 2018 fire that destroyed the
town of Paradise in the foothills of the Sierra discovered a different threat: Benzene
and other dangerous contaminants were found inside water systems, possibly from
heat-damaged plastics in the water infrastructure.

Emily Szasz, a graduate art history student from Santa Cruz, said she feels like she’s in
a strange, unfamiliar land.

“I feel as though I'm somewhere I've never been before,” Szasz said. “There were
wildfires occasionally throughout my life here, which would be quickly fought and
contained. Never do I remember 23 straight days of orange, oppressive, smoky skies;
leaving my house in fear that I'd never return to it; or knowing someone whose home
burned down in the mountains near my house.” Several years ago, as a student at the
University of California, Berkeley, a professor explained that California and the West
were likely to experience the effects of climate change sooner than the rest of the
country, Szasz said. The words now resonate with her.
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“There is no greater proof, nor should we require it, that climate change is here and is
changing our lives,” Szasz said of the wildfires. “I am only 25 years old, and I do not
know what future there is for me, let alone my potential children and grandchildren.”
Even after this year’s fires are put out, their ripple effects will keep spreading, creating
economic shocks — in the insurance industry and with the state’s power grid, to name
two examples — well beyond the physical and health damage of the disasters
themselves. This summer millions of Californians’ homes went dark for an hour or
more as the smothering summer heat threatened to overload the grid. Those blackouts
are separate from the preemptive shut-offs carried out by California utilities in an
effort to prevent their equipment from sparking wildfires. This week, PG&E turned off
power to about 170,000 customers — a continuation of a program launched last year
of massive power shut-offs. In the insurance industry, years of heavy losses have
pushed companies to pull back from fire-prone areas, in what state officials call a crisis
of its own. A lack of affordable insurance threatens to devastate housing markets by
making homes less valuable and harder to sell. Rex Frazier, president of the Personal
Insurance Federation of California, which represents insurers, said the industry is now
waiting to see how big this year’s losses are and what the state does next. “We have to
use it as a clarion call,” said Wright, the former FEMA official who is now president of
the Insurance Institute for Business & Home Safety, an industry-funded group that
looks at how to reduce damage from disasters. “What we can’t do is simply cover our
ears, hunker down and go, ‘I just want this to go away.”

Source: economictimes.com; 11 September 2020

WHEN THE OTTERS VANISHED, EVERYTHING

ELSE STARTED TO CRUMBLE
- Katherine J Wu

In 1970, Jim Estes made his first trek up to Alaska’s Aleutian Islands. He was greeted
by an ocean filled with furry faces. Everywhere the young biologist looked, there were
sea otters — lollygagging on kelp beds, shelling sea urchins, exchanging their signature
squeals. Back then, crowds of these charismatic creatures shrouded the sprawling
archipelago, congregating in “rafts and bunches, as many as 500 at once,” said Estes,
an ecologist at the University of California, Santa Cruz. “There were so many of them,
we couldn’t keep track.”

Now, Estes said, more than 90% of those otters are gone. In just a few decades, this
bustling civilization has withered into a ghost town. “You can travel down 10 miles of
coastline and never see an animal,” he said. The loss is more than cosmetic. In the
Aleutians' delicate seascape, otters hold the entire ecosystem together. As they have
disappeared, the rest of the local food web has started to crumble — a process that’s
been accelerated and compounded by climate change, Estes and his colleagues report
in a paper published Thursday in the journal Science.
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Without otters to keep them in check, populations of sea urchins have boomed,
carpeting the sea floor in spiny spheres that mow down entire forests of kelp. Now,
even the living, red-algae reefs on which the swirling stands of kelp once stood are in
peril. “These long-lived reefs are disappearing before our eyes,” said Doug Rasher, a
marine ecologist at the Bigelow Laboratory for Ocean Sciences in Maine and the
study’s first author. Softened by warming and acidifying waters, the coral-like
structures have quickly succumbed to the urchins' tiny teeth, which can annihilate
years of fragile algae in a single bite. The findings point to the importance of otters in
the Aleutians, where the marine mammals act not just as predators, but protectors,
maintaining biological balance through their voracious appetites. A single sea otter
can scarf down nearly 1,000 sea urchins a day. “They eat them like popcorn,” Estes
said.

“The amount of things they control in this ecosystem is pretty astonishing,” said Anjali
Boyd, a marine ecologist at Duke University who wasn’t involved in the study. “For
their size and how cute they are, they are aggressive eaters.” Aleutian sea otters have
been in flux before. Fur traders in the 18th and 19th centuries hunted the animals to
the brink of extinction, allowing sea urchin numbers to skyrocket, Rasher said.
Although the urchins eagerly descended upon the local smorgasbord of kelp, the
bubblegum-pink reef beneath them seems to have persisted — in part because healthy
algae produce a protective limestone layer that can thwart even the most determined
grazers. When otter populations recovered after trapping was restricted, the reef
rebounded, too.

But against the backdrop of climate change, Rasher said, the reef’s safety net is gone.
In the past several decades, a glut of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere has acidified
ocean waters, making it harder for algae to armor themselves. “The reefs are producing
less dense skeletons,” Rasher said. “And temperature exacerbates that issue.” To
quantify the damage, Rasher and his colleagues braved high winds and freezing waters
to collect samples over several years of the dwindling algae and analyzed them in the
lab. When the oceans had been healthy, the team found, nips from urchins had barely
scuffed the algae’s surface. But met with weakened reef layers, urchins excavated
chasms several millimeters deep — the equivalent of up to seven years of growth. From
2014 through 2017, some reefs shrank by up to 64%. Where algae had once coated the
Aleutian sea floor like a swath of pink pavement, only patches remained.

Warmer temperatures also speed animal metabolism, driving urchins to eat even more
enthusiastically than usual. “Given those two things happening simultaneously, it’s
really getting hit from both sides,” said Alyssa Griffin, an ocean biogeochemist at the
University of California, Davis, who wasn’t involved in the study. The algae’s decline
also seems to be speeding up. When the researchers grew urchins and algae under
conditions that simulated the preindustrial past, the present and a projected future in
the lab, they found that contemporary circumstances spurred urchins to gnaw away at
algae up to 60% faster. Changes yet to come will likely prompt the grazers to pick up
the pace even more, the team’s analysis showed, barring sweeping change in carbon
emissions.
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“Just seeing that trend is staggering,” Boyd said. The findings add yet another example
to the list of ecosystems being ravaged by an ever-warming world, and underscore how
food chain alterations and climate change can disastrously collide. “Predator loss can
impact the environment in ways we haven’t even thought of,” Griffin said. But these
hidden relationships might contain hints of remedies. Repatriating otters could help
reefs in the near-term, Rasher said, perhaps “buying us time to get our act together in
terms of curbing global carbon emissions.” That could be a difficult task, given the
probable cause of the Aleutian Islands' stunning vanishing of otters. Estes suspects
that starving orcas — perhaps deprived of their preferred gray whale prey by industrial
whaling — have turned in desperation to the little mammals, which they can gulp down
by the hundreds or thousands a year. That could make it hard to sustain larger otter
populations: Once introduced, they might just disappear all over again.

Estes, who is 74, hasn’t visited the Aleutians since 2015. He doubts he will live to see
the otters return. But he holds out hope that the islands will someday boomerang back
to the breathtaking ecosystem he witnessed as a young man. “There was this incredible
diversity,” he said. “It was spectacularly beautiful.”

Source: pilotonline.com; 13 September 2020

CLIMATE CHANGE: WARMTH SHATTERS

SECTION OF GREENLAND ICE SHELF
- Priya Skukla

The world’s oceans continue to absorb fossil fuel emissions and heat from the
atmosphere, causing them to become warmer and more acidic. This has impacted
several marine species and ecosystems, most notably hard-bodied stony corals that are
sensitive to changes in temperature and seawater chemistry. And now, a recent study
suggests that when similar climate conditions have arisen throughout Earth’s history,
these reef-building behemoths have disappeared and soft-bodied corals and anemones
have taken their place.

In this study, scientists used a new molecular method to examine the genetic history
of coral species and discovered that corals and sea anemones ("anthozoans”) from
hundreds of museum specimens across the globe. And, they discovered that anemones
and corals have existed on this planet for 770 million years; the oldest known fossil,
meanwhile, dates back to only 250 million years. They authors also examined how the
diversity of these species changed with fluctuating ocean conditions. They found that
sea anemones and soft corals often dominated during periods of increased ocean
temperature and acidity after 9o percent of stony corals had perished. Despite their
proliferation, however, these soft-bodied species did not create reefs like their hard-
bodied relatives.

As we are seeing a similar pattern emerge today, the replacement of stony corals with
softer species will have cascading implications for the coastal communities, fisheries,
ecotourism, and pharmaceutical products that stony corals support. “We’ll likely see
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that in the future,” said lead author and curator of corals at the National Museum of
Natural History Dr. Andrea Quattrini, “The best way to protect them is to curb our
carbon emissions.”

Source: forbes.com; 04 September 2020

HOW ARTIFICIAL SALT MARSHES CAN HELP
IN THE FIGHT AGAINST RISING SEAS

- Patrick Greenfield

It is the third hottest day on record in the UK and the cool saline mud oozing through
my toes provides welcome relief from the beating sun. I am standing barefoot in a
shallow pool in Europe’s largest coastal habitat restoration project, Wallasea Island in
Essex. The 670-hectare (1,656-acre) expanse of salt marshes, lagoons and mudflats
was formed using more than 3m tonnes of London clay excavated from the Crossrail
tunnel network, almost half of the waste material from the entire project.

In the heat, crowds of flamingos would not feel out of place, but the sweltering
temperature is a gnawing reminder of how rising sea levels and the climate crisis will
threaten the UK’s coastline. The problem is so grave that one Dutch government
scientist has even proposed a 295-mile (475km) dam of the North Sea to protect large
parts of western Europe. But projects such as Wallasea Island Wild Coast are a far less
expensive, natural alternative to managing the rising water. Salt marshes are natural
buffers against the wrath of the sea — especially in storm surge conditions —
dramatically reducing wave height and soil erosion, as mangrove swamps do in
tropical regions. Salt marshes around the UK provide £1bn worth of coastal flood
defences, according to one government report. Yet salt marshes themselves are also
threatened if they cannot rise with the sea, as is the wildlife they support.

At Wallasea Island, Malcolm Ausden, a principal ecologist with the Royal Society for
the Protection of Birds (RSPB), is sorting through the saline sludge in his green wellies.
“Here’s one,” he says, pointing out a bright red non-biting midge larva in his sieve.
While only a limited number of species thrive in the multicoloured mud, the shrimps,
cockles, insect larvae and young fish species found in the water support thousands of
birds throughout the year. Avocets and little egrets wade in the shallows of the 22
lagoons and 67 islands in the project, which has been constructed on reclaimed
farmland. Gulls, terns, plovers, buntings and many other species thrive in the Martian,
treeless landscape, an unlucky few picked off by peregrine falcons, marsh harriers and
kestrels. Hares sprint for cover in the grass meadows that border lagoons.

As we continue our walk around the reserve, we stop at a Scandinavian-style shelter,
close to the final resting place of Charles Darwin’s Beagle, which lies under the mud in
the River Roach. Boats tack past as a handful of seals bask on the opposite bank,
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conspicuously orange from the iron oxide in the coastal mud. On the southern flank of
the nature reserve, a crumbling sea wall holds back the estuary from the protected
area. The RSPB controls the levels of the lagoons inside the reserve using a system of
sluices. The long-term challenge is rising water levels that might one day overwhelm
the sea wall. “If these old sea walls failed, it would massively increase the volume of
water flowing in and out of the estuary on each tide, and this would put additional
pressure on other sections of sea walls. The wetland creation scheme at Wallasea
prevents this from happening, and so helps provide a long-term flood defence solution
for the whole estuary,” Ausden says, explaining the importance of clawing back some
of the thousands of hectares of intertidal salt marsh that once lined the Essex coast.
These ecosystems are already part of any serious chef’s kitchen: Maldon sea salt is
produced further up the coast “Salt marshes and mudflats sequester large quantities
of carbon, so that’s helpful in terms of the climate crisis,” says Ausden. “Also, salt
marshes in front of sea walls reduce wave action on the sea wall, so they reduce that
pressure and help reduce flood risk. And salt marshes provide nursery areas for
commercially important fish.”

The nature reserve at Wallasea Island is still young, with groundwork on shaping the
excavated material from the 26 miles of tunnel for the Crossrail project having only
been completed in 2015. A 180-metre temporary jetty was built at the site to receive
2,400 shiploads of soil and load it on to an 800-metre conveyor system to distribute
around the reserve. By 2025, the scheme hopes to have created 150 hectares of
mudflats, 9o hectares of salt marsh and 165 hectares of shallow saline lagoons that are
controlled by barriers to regulate the tidal flow in and out of the protected area. Yet,
while the Wallasea Island project is a leading example of a nature-based solution with
active human management of the landscape, the scale of the challenge in the rest of
the UK is daunting. Salt marshes are found along the Bristol Channel, the Wash, the
Thames, the Firth of Forth and other big estuaries and are a vital transitional habitat
between the land and ocean. But if they cannot rise at the same rate as the seas, they
could disappear, making tidal marshes among the Earth’s most vulnerable ecosystems.
In 2018, a study warned that marshland in south-east England could disappear by
2040 if the climate crisis was allowed to continue. If the world sticks to the Paris
agreement, the ecosystems survive.

Prof Benjamin Horton, director of the Earth Observatory of Singapore and lead author
of the 2018paper, said the tipping point appeared to be when the annual rise in sea
level reaches 6-7mm, after which salt marshes will drown.

“They may try and go landward. But if you've got urban squeeze, there are roads and
agricultural lands and ditches and dikes, they've got nowhere to go,” Horton explains,
detailing the huge future cost of tidal defences to cities such as London and Singapore.
“You cannot put a sea wall everywhere. The other option is to try and live with sea level
rise. So this is where the marshes come in, they protect from erosion, they’ll absorb
coastal waves. “You have areas where you let the water in and you live with it —
Amsterdam, Venice; there are many, many such examples of that. And then the third
one is retreat. You just retreat inland, which for an island nation like the UK is not
what you want to do.”

Source: theguardian.com; 09 September 2020
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GEOPOLITICS

FRANCE DESCRIBES INDIA AS A FOREMOST
ASIAN STRATEGIC PARTNER

- Mansoor

New Delhi: France on Wednesday described India as its “foremost” Asian strategic
partner and said the upcoming visit of its Defence Minister Florence Parly to the
country is aimed at further strengthening the “forward-looking” defence cooperation
with New Delhi. Parly will visit India on Thursday to attend a ceremony in Ambala to
induct the first batch of five Rafale jets into the Indian Air Force (IAF). The French
defence minister will hold talks with her Indian counterpart Rajnath Singh and
National Security Advisor Ajit Doval. A defence ministry spokesperson said Parly will
be given a ceremonial Guard of Honour on her arrival in Delhi.

The first batch of five Rafale jets arrived in India on July 29, nearly four years after
India signed an inter-governmental agreement with France to procure 36 of the
aircraft at a cost of Rs 59,000 crore. In a statement, the French embassy here said the
focus of the talks will be on maritime security ties in the Indo-Pacific, counter-terror
cooperation and strengthening overall bilateral defence partnership.

“Their broad-ranging talks will cover, among others, industrial and technological
partnership in line with the Make in India programme, operational defence
cooperation, particularly maritime security in the Indo-Pacific, modalities of
continuing the armed forces’ joint exercises in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic,
counter-terrorism cooperation as well as major regional and international strategic
issues,” the embassy said. It said the talks will take forward the decision of French
President Emmanuel Macron and Prime Minister Narendra Modi to deepen and
expand the Indo-French partnership with strategic autonomy, and the defence of a
multipolar order as its cornerstones. It will be Parly’s third visit to India since 2017
and one of her very first official trips since the outbreak of the coronavirus epidemic,
the embassy said.

The French defence minister will be accompanied by top executives from Dassault
Aviation, Thales Group, Safran, and MBDA, representing the French defence majors
that have been partnering with many Indian companies as part of the Rafale deal. “At
Ambala, the program will include ceremonial unveiling of the Rafale aircraft, a
traditional Sarva Dharma Puja’, air display by Rafale and Tejas aircraft as well as by
Sarang Aerobatic Team’,” the defence ministry said in a statement. Afterwards, a
traditional water cannon salute will be given to the Rafale aircraft, it said. The Rafale
jets, produced by French aerospace major Dassault Aviation, will be formally inducted
into the IAF at the ceremony in Ambala airbase on Thursday in presence of Singh,
Parly and several top military officials. During her visit to the national capital, Parly
will also pay floral tributes to India’s valiant soldiers at the National War Memorial.
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In a video message posted on Twitter, French ambassador Emmanuel Lenain talked
about the strategic ties between the two countries and described the visit of Parly as
one of the important steps further boosting bilateral relationship. The ties between
India and France are on an upswing in the last few years with cooperation witnessing
a major expansion in key areas. The areas of defence and security, civil nuclear
cooperation and trade and investment constitute the principal pillars of the Indo-
French strategic partnership. Besides, India and France are increasingly engaged in
new areas of cooperation such as in the Indian Ocean region, climate change and
sustainable growth and development. The two countries share a close degree of
convergence on a range of regional and global issues as well including ways to deal
with terrorism and extremism. Both India and France have important bilateral
investment and trade cooperation. France has emerged as a major source of FDI in
India with more than 1,000 French establishments operating in the country with a
total turnover of around USD 20 billion.

Parly will visit India on Thursday to attend a ceremony in Ambala to induct the first
batch of five Rafale jets into the Indian Air Force (IAF).

The French defence minister will hold talks with her Indian counterpart Rajnath Singh
and National Security Advisor Ajit Doval. A defence ministry spokesperson said Parly
will be given a ceremonial Guard of Honour on her arrival in Delhi. The first batch of
five Rafale jets arrived in India on July 29, nearly four years after India signed an inter-
governmental agreement with France to procure 36 of the aircraft at a cost of Rs
59,000 crore. In a statement, the French embassy here said the focus of the talks will
be on maritime security ties in the Indo-Pacific, counter-terror cooperation and
strengthening overall bilateral defence partnership. “Their broad-ranging talks will
cover, among others, industrial and technological partnership in line with the Make in
India programme, operational defence cooperation, particularly maritime security in
the Indo-Pacific, modalities of continuing the armed forces’ joint exercises in the
context of the COVID-19 pandemic, counter-terrorism cooperation as well as major
regional and international strategic issues,” the embassy said.

It said the talks will take forward the decision of French President Emmanuel Macron
and Prime Minister Narendra Modi to deepen and expand the Indo-French
partnership with strategic autonomy, and the defence of a multipolar order as its
cornerstones. It will be Parly’s third visit to India since 2017 and one of her very first
official trips since the outbreak of the coronavirus epidemic, the embassy said. The
French defence minister will be accompanied by top executives from Dassault
Aviation, Thales Group, Safran, and MBDA, representing the French defence majors
that have been partnering with many Indian companies as part of the Rafale deal. “At
Ambala, the program will include ceremonial unveiling of the Rafale aircraft, a
traditional Sarva Dharma Puja’, air display by Rafale and Tejas aircraft as well as by
Sarang Aerobatic Team’,” the defence ministry said in a statement. Afterwards, a
traditional water cannon salute will be given to the Rafale aircraft, it said. The Rafale
jets, produced by French aerospace major Dassault Aviation, will be formally inducted
into the IAF at the ceremony in Ambala airbase on Thursday in presence of Singh,
Parly and several top military officials. During her visit to the national capital, Parly
will also pay floral tributes to India’s valiant soldiers at the National War Memorial. In
a video message posted on Twitter, French ambassador Emmanuel Lenain talked
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about the strategic ties between the two countries and described the visit of Parly as
one of the important steps further boosting bilateral relationship.

The ties between India and France are on an upswing in the last few years with
cooperation witnessing a major expansion in key areas. The areas of defence and
security, civil nuclear cooperation and trade and investment constitute the principal
pillars of the Indo-French strategic partnership. Besides, India and France are
increasingly engaged in new areas of cooperation such as in the Indian Ocean region,
climate change and sustainable growth and development. The two countries share a
close degree of convergence on a range of regional and global issues as well including
ways to deal with terrorism and extremism. Both India and France have important
bilateral investment and trade cooperation. France has emerged as a major source of
FDI in India with more than 1,000 French establishments operating in the country
with a total turnover of around USD 20 billion.

Source: siasat.com; 09 September 2020

US PREPARES TO QUIT STRATEGIC INCIRLIK
AIR BASE AMID INCREASING TURKISH
BELLIGERENCE

ANKARA: A provocative live-fire drill by the Turkish navy off the coast of Cyprus was
branded illegal on Saturday, as reports emerged that the US is drawing up plans to
withdraw from the strategic Incirlik air force base.

“We don’t know what’s going to happen to Incirlik,” Ron Johnson, the US senator who
chairs the Senate Foreign Relations subcommittee for Europe, told the Washington
Examiner. “We hope for the best, but we have to plan for the worst.” US withdrawal
would be a blow to Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, suggesting that the US
no longer trusts him. “I think, from a defensive posture, we have to look at the reality
of the situation that the path Erdogan is on is not good,” Johnson said. Meanwhile
Turkey is conducting naval gunnery exercises from Saturday until Monday off the
coast at Sadrazamkoy in northern Cyprus, a part of the island controlled by Ankara
but unrecognized by the rest of the world. The Joint Rescue Coordination Center in
Cyprus, which is attached to the Defense Ministry, said the drill was illegal because it
“violates the Republic of Cyprus’s sovereignty and sovereign rights.” Cyprus also said
it would conduct its own joint training maneuvers with US forces, from Saturday until
Sept. 20. “Two combatant craft medium transport vessels of the US special navy forces
are in Cyprus to participate in joint military drills,” the National Guard said. The
Turkish drills are “reminding Washington that Turkey’s grievances are not limited to
the Aegean but also extend into the eastern Mediterranean,” Gabriel Mitchell, director
of external relations and policy fellow at the Israeli Institute for Regional Foreign
Policies, told Arab News.

Tension has soared in the Eastern Mediterranean since Turkey sent an oil and gas
exploration vessel into Greek territorial waters last month, accompanied by an armed
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naval escort. Greece responded by shadowing the Turkish flotilla with its own
warships, and staging naval exercises with several EU allies and the UAE. Turkey
threatens Europe’s eastern border and undermines regional security, Greek Prime
Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis said on Saturday as he unveiled new arms purchases and
an overhaul of Greece’s military. Athens will acquire 18 French-made Rafale
warplanes, four multi-purpose frigates and four navy helicopters, new anti-tank
weapons, navy torpedoes and air force missiles. It will also recruit 15,000 new troops
and pour resources into the national arms industry and cyber attack defense,
Mitsotakis said. “The time has come to reinforce the armed forces,” he said. “These
initiatives constitute a robust program that will become a national shield.”

Source: arabnews.com; 13 September 2020

CHINA’S MALACCA DILEMMA
- Tilak Devasher

The Kra canal — renamed Thai Canal (Klong Thai) — is back in the news as a 49-
member Thai committee of cross-party MPs set up in January this year is expected to
submit its feasibility report shortly. The proposed canal would cut across the Kra
Isthmus in southern Thailand connecting the Andaman Sea to the Gulf of
Thailand/South China Sea and the Indian Ocean to the Pacific. Once constructed, it
would allow international shipping to save about 1,200 km by avoiding the already
congested Strait of Malacca.

Of the four proposals being considered, the preferred one is 9A, a 128 km route from
Krabi province on the Andaman coast to Songkhla province on the Gulf of Thailand.
The canal is expected to be 450 metres wide and 25 metres deep, accommodating large
oil tankers. A special economic zone with infrastructure facilities is also proposed to
be set that could potentially transform Thailand into a logistics hub. The project is
estimated to cost around $30 billion with a further $22 billion for the economic zone.
It is expected to take about 10 years and will require a workforce of 30,000. The idea,
interestingly, is not new and was first proposed by Thai King Narai in the 17th century.
It was then shelved due to lack of funds and technical expertise. Several subsequent
attempts, including feasibility studies and technical solutions, to revive the project,
came to naught.

What has changed now is the entry of China. China is lobbying extensively with
Thailand to re-initiate the project using Thai front organisations consisting of former
senior military personnel. For China, the proposed canal is of significant strategic
interest. About 80 per cent of Chinese oil imports annually transit the Malacca Strait,
which is thus China’s energy and trade lifeline as also the entry point for breaking out
into the Indian Ocean and beyond. China would like to fund and control the Kra canal
that would become the alternative route reducing its dependence on the Malacca choke
point and save two to three days to enter the Indian Ocean. Former Chinese President
Hu Jintao in 2003 coined the term ‘Malacca dilemma’, referring to Chinese concerns
about the closure of the strait in a conflict situation in the Indo-Pacific.
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While official confirmation is lacking, an MoU was signed in 2015 between a Chinese
entity — China-Thailand Kra Infrastructure Investment and Development company
and a Thai entity— Asia Union Group, headed by former Thai Premier Chavalit
Yongchaiyudh to build the canal. While the interests of China are obvious, the issues
for Thailand are much more complex. There is a north and south ethnic-religious
divide in Thailand with southern Thailand plagued with conflicts between Thai
Buddhists and Thailand’s Malay Muslims harking back to the 1902 Thai annexation of
the state of Patani. Thailand has been fighting an ethnic-religious insurgency since the
1980s. More than 7,000 lives have been lost since the separatist movement re-
emerged in 2004. With the facilitation of Malaysia, a peace process between the Thai
government and Mara Patani (Patani Consultative Council), an umbrella organisation
of Malay-Muslim separatist fronts launched a few years ago, has not made much
progress. Moreover, the main militant group, Barisan Revolusi Nasional (BRN), has
refused to join, thus detracting from the effectiveness of the process itself.

There is genuine apprehension in Thailand that the construction of the Kra canal
would physically separate the southern provinces from the rest of the country and thus
further entrench divisions, inflaming the fight for independence. A linked security
issue is that Chinese funding could mean erosion of sovereignty for Thailand. China
has often been blamed for debt trapping the governments it has loaned money to for
infrastructure projects and taking control of natural assets. Sri Lanka’s Hambantota
port that China took control off in 2017 is a case in point. Djibouti is another. The
Chinese modus operandi is to push for projects where only the Chinese state-owned
enterprises can bid. Such tactics have also led to projects being expensive and unviable
like the Mombasa-Nairobi railway line in Kenya built at a cost of $5.6 million per km
— roughly four times the original estimate. Apart from tourism and environmental
concerns, another major issue for Thailand and the region is the potential friction
within ASEAN, since there would be gains for Vietnam, Thailand and Cambodia while
Singapore, Indonesia and Malaysia could stand to lose shipping business. Friction in
ASEAN would suit China eminently.

Given the serious issues involved with the canal, Thailand is considering a land and
rail bridge across the Kra Isthmus with deep sea ports on either side, instead of a canal.
This would be a major setback for Chinese ambitions. The US would also be looking
askance at the canal project and at Thailand moving closer to China despite its alliance
with the US. US-Thai relations had run into a rough patch after the 2014 military
takeover in Thailand. Chinese funding of the canal would tighten its grip on Thailand,
making it a long-term security partner, something that the US would be concerned
about. Likewise, ease of Chinese navy entry into the Indian Ocean would heighten US
security concerns. Finally, for the US, fissures within ASEAN due to the Kra canal
would undermine its Indo-Pacific strategy. It is only a united ASEAN that can serve as
a bulwark against China. The canal could pose a threat to India’s long-term maritime
security as it could lead to enhanced surveillance and quicker deployment of Chinese
vessels in the Indian Ocean. India would have to offset such vulnerability through
greater infrastructure upgrades in the Andaman and Nicobar islands, allowing it to
increase its own naval and air power projection capabilities in the South China Sea.

Views are personal

Source: tribueindia.com; 07 September 2020
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BAHRAIN: ISRAELI PEACE AGREEMENT
CONTRIBUTES TO REGIONAL STABILITY

RIYADH: The peace agreement with Israel is a historic and important step toward
establishing peace in the wider Middle East, Bahrain’s information minister said on
Sunday. Ali Al-Rumaihi said it is “a realistic step” that would “help end the Palestinian-
Israeli conflict in accordance with the Arab initiative,” Bahrain News Agency reported.
However, he stressed Manama’s “firm and permanent position” toward the full
legitimate rights of the Palestinian people.”

The Kingdom announced on Wednesday it would become the fourth Arab country to
establish relations with Israel. The UAE announced last month it would establish full
relations with Israel in a deal brokered by Donald Trump. “All historical precedents
confirm that all the Kingdom’s initiatives and decisions have always been in the
interest and protection of the Palestinian people and their capabilities, and no one can
outbid the Kingdom in this regard,” Al-Rumaihi said. The deal with the UAE included
an Israeli promise not to annex occupied Palestinian land in the West Bank The White
House said the agreement would be signed at a ceremony on Sept. 15 in Washington.
UAE foreign minister Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu will be attending.

Al-Rumaihi said that “Bahrain’s signature as a declaration for supporting peace with
Israel represents one of the Kingdom’s international efforts to spread the culture of
peace and peaceful coexistence in the world. He also said Manama had received an
invitation from Trump to participate in the UAE-Israel ceremony. Bahrain’s Crown
Prince Salman bin Hamad will be in Washington on Monday and is set to meet Trump
to discuss maritime security, countering the threat from Iran, efforts to promote peace
in the region, and counterterrorism, a White House statement said.

Source: arabnews.com; 13 September 2020
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