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MARITIME SECURITY 
 

DESPERATE FOR MORE FIREPOWER, 

CONGRESS ASKS ABOUT ARMING NAVY 

CARGO SHIPS 
- Craig Hooper 

At a House Armed Services Committee hearing in June, Rep. Elaine Luria (D-Va.), 
inquired into the potential for incorporating Mk 41 Vertical Launching Systems (VLS) 

into the cargo ships operated by the Virginia-based Military Sealift Command, 
remarking, “I just think that’s a concept that requires further examination.” 

Representative Luria, a former Navy captain and an up-and-coming member of the 

House Armed Services Committee, has a point. Adding 64 VLS cells to each of 
America’s 14 Lewis and Clark class dry cargo/ammunition ships, called, in military 

parlance, T-AKEs, would bring 896 VLS cells to the fleet, cheaply. And, given that the 
14 T-AKEs and 17 fuel-distributing oilers currently on the U.S. Navy’s battle fleet 

inventory generally operate at sea for six months or more every single year, adding 

missiles on these otherwise unarmed platforms puts substantial firepower forward.   

Luria is not the first to propose this. The concept of adding VLS cells—or some other 
type of missile launch capability—-aboard Military Sealift Command-operated ships 

has been mapped out and studied in detail, but the Navy has not moved forward 
beyond that. Insiders guess that the Navy has a challenge filling the VLS cells it already 

has and that the Navy can get more from other investments. Or the Navy is just 

dragging its feet. But the Navy needs to respond to Congress. There are a lot of sacred 
cows at stake here. Dispersing weaponry into the cheap, civilian-operated ships of the 

Military Sealift Command is a big change. It disrupts a cozy iron triangle of suppliers, 
legacy assets and bureaucracy that are invested in keeping the Navy operating the way 

it has for the past 70 years. While the Navy likes to claim that everything that floats 

will fight, the Navy has been sitting on the idea of putting VLS cells on auxiliary ships 
for more than a decade. In this era of great power competition, it is time to fish or cut 

bait.   

VLS Cells For The Rest Of Us 

Integration of the Mk 41 Vertical Launch System into one of America’s 14 T-AKE 
replenishment ships can be done. Decades-old unclassified engineering studies 

demonstrate that VLS modules of various sizes fit aboard T-AKEs without 
compromising the resupply ship’s vital mission of passing “beans, bullets and black 

oil” to surface combatants and aircraft carriers. Installing the launchers is not hard. 

Shipyards can shoehorn in bare-bones “remote” or “autonomous launch” capability 
aboard T-AKEs in the space of three to six months. Additional tweaks may even enable 

the T-AKE to dip into their own ammunition magazines, reloading spent VLS cells 
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organically, which, in turn, offers fleet commanders forward resupply opportunities 
(Today, after surface combatants fire missiles from their VLS cells, new missiles can 

only be put into place when the combatant is in port or alongside a moored resupply 
vessel). The operational concept is relatively sound. Increasing overall fleet missile 

capability via logistical ship-based launchers offers Fleet Commanders far more 

flexibility. For example, each Long-Range Land Attack Missile aboard a T-AKE is an 
extra free missile silo that a subsurface or surface combatant can devote towards 

missions that rely upon the radars and other gear aboard the combatant. According to 
Luria, “knowing how the mission data is loaded in a Tomahawk missile in a VLS 

launcher there really isn’t a need to transfer it [the missile] from one ship to another 

with the technology that we have today. It could be a command and control solution, 
using a launcher in another type of platform.”   

Luria is right. With some added tweaks, a T-AKE could carry and even be cued to 

launch almost everything else that fits into a VLS cell today. Of course, bare-bones T-
AKEs would not be able to “fight” their missiles themselves. The ships would need 

help. For example, if a T-AKE had standard missiles in a VLS cell, a nearby Aegis 

combatant (which has the radars and other things needed to help a missile to a target) 
could tap into the T-AKE’s VLS system to launch the missiles on targets. Such a scheme 

gives combatants an opportunity to hoard their own limited supply of VLS rockets, 
saving them for when they are needed. Adding missiles means adding Navy personnel 

and changing the status of the auxiliary vessel. The fiscal viability of the Navy’s 

logistical fleet rests in fielding a lower-cost civilian crew that operates very differently 
than the crew aboard the average naval combatant. And while adding a VLS launching 

system effectively makes the T-AKE a warship, forcing the armed auxiliary ship to be 
formally “commissioned” into the active naval fleet, other Military Sealift Command 

platforms have successfully navigated the challenge of operating as a hybrid-crew 

warship.  

The Devil In The Details: 

Arming the Combat Logistics Fleet comes with some big operational challenges that 

the now-somnolent Military Sealift Command may prefer to avoid grappling with. The 

current generation of resupply ships (The T-AKEs and the forthcoming John Lewis 
class (T-AO-205) oilers) were not built to cruise with big battle groups. They are an 

accountant-minded fleet of cheap platforms, built to requirements that were first set 
when U.S. operations at sea were largely uncontested. The T-AKE, for example, was 

built to commercial standards, and is a slow-moving and likely noisy and radar-

reflective vessel—the kind of friendly vessel surface combatants prefer to avoid during 
conflict.  

If the Navy seeks to develop a VLS-equipped Combat Logistics Force fleet for anything 

other than Tomahawk missiles, VLS-equipped logistical ships will likely need to be in 
relatively close proximity to a modern or recently-updated Aegis combatant (or, 

potentially, some other surrogate launcher). That nearby combat asset, as the 

launcher/controller, can conceivably use its combat system and associated equipment 
to effectively remotely-launch and help guide the missiles aboard the VLS-equipped 

merchant ships towards their targets. But with modern Aegis combatants a high-
demand asset, commanders will be loathe to coordinate their best vessels with a rag-

bag set of auxiliary ships wallowing about far from the battle. 
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Adding to the complexity, the logistical support ships in the Military Sealift Command 
are at sea for more than 300 days a year, far more than their combat-oriented cousins 

in the battle fleet. The ships are at sea so often that simply finding sufficient time to 
install the VLS cells is an almost insurmountable challenge. The ship’s operational 

tempo also means that a T-AKE’s launch system would likely need to mesh and align 

with several different ships and crews over a single deployment (and each of those 
ships may have differing combat system alignments). Training would be a challenge, 

as would missile loadout and, potentially, ship berthing. Crew size is another issue. 
The Navy’s logistical support ships are big, but they have limited berthing capability, 

and any contingent of Navy missiles will come with a good-sized missile-dedicated 

detachment. Accounting for a larger crew aboard the low-cost logistics fleet is never 
easy, and adding crew is never popular with the budget-concious minders of the U.S. 

Fleet.  

Nothing Good Is Ever Easy 

Change is hard, but here is no obvious reason to wait in implementing this concept—
the idea of arming logistical ships has been around for years, and while the idea 

appears to be viable, the Navy seems to be exhibiting an odd lack of urgency in 
addressing this idea. Adding missiles to the vessels of the Military Sealift Command—

or other merchant ships—is an easy way to bring combat power forward.  Adding a 

VLS battery capable of either supporting long-range surface strike or serving as an 
extra source of missiles for an Aegis combatant makes sense. At a minimum, a trial 

VLS battery aboard a Military Sealift Command ship can serve as a low-risk 
demonstrator for certain unmanned concepts. The Navy needs to really understand 

how robotic missile-barges will work, and a VLS-armed auxiliary ship makes as good 

a testbed as any. If arming merchant ships with VLS cells proves viable, it may force a 
conversation about the Navy’s fleet resupply tactics—tactics which haven’t really 

changed much since the Korean and Vietnam Wars. The current strategy, where 
logistical ships operate all alone at various stations out on the high seas, is a luxury 

afforded only to uncontested navies and needs to change anyway. Incorporating VLS 

launchers aboard precious resupply platforms—platforms that Navy insider Robert 
Work, back in 2002, suggested “presents an attractive asymmetrical target for a 

potential adversary,” would, when they are afforded an Aegis-equipped escort (or 
other cueing and guiding asset), make the Navy’s logistical support fleet a far harder 

target to eliminate.  

The other alternative, protecting the logistical fleet by attaching logistical ships to fast-

moving task groups is no trivial proposition. Even if logistical ships are provided with 
VLS cells, the plodding John Lewis class oilers and the T-AKE resupply ships are not 

exactly the right ships to incorporate into a hard-hitting and fast-moving task group. 
We’d need resupply ships that could keep up with the carrier and take the rigors of 

combat. We have a few, but the last two remaining members of the Supply Class shock-

hardened fast combat support ships, a type of resupply ship built to travel fast and 
resupply combat ships with fuel, stores and ammunition, are regularly eyed for 

disposal. Their recapitalization was canceled in 2005, and nobody is willing to float a 
replacement for these ships today.  
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Conclusion: 

Obviously, the route to an up-armed logistical ship is not easy. But the concept is 
sound, and the Navy’s inaction in the face of emergent great power competition and 

increasingly contested seas is difficult to explain. Congress is correct to remind the 
Navy that, while arming logistical ships might be hard to pull off, being beaten in a sea 

fight is far harder. 

Source: forbes.com; 12 July 2020 

 

ETHIOPIAN NAVAL AMBITIONS 
- Ankit Malhotra 

Ethiopia is gradually and steadily opening up doors and minds to international 

relations. Testament to this was when French President Macron sealed a deal with 
Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed when they met in March 2019. The French 

signalled plans to invest 2.8 Billion Euros in  hopes of awakening a sleeping African 

giant that Ethopia is. The agreement also includes a military component which 
includes provisions air-force cooperation, joint exercises, equipment purchases and as 

well as, most ambitiously, goals to reconstruct an Ethiopian Navy. But, there is just 
one problem, Ethiopia is a landlocked nation. History is witness to Ethiopian naval 

ambitions and is also witness to the Ethopia’s loss of coastal territories to Eritrea, 

which is in the north of Ethopia. In a bitter border conflict that resulted in independent 
Eritrea, also spelled the dissolution of the Ethiopian Navy. Ever since, there was little 

reason to reconsider a navy but all that started to change in 2018.Sincecoming to office 
Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed has been putting his country’s affairs in order. 

He has worked on a peace deal with Eritrea and has been able to integrate Ethopia 

more closely with Djibouti, Somalia and Sudan. There has been significant process to 
liberalize parts of the economy, and all this has been doing while maintaining inter-

ethnic tensions. 

Nonetheless, the country still has a long way to go for Ethopia to rise from the ashes 
as an African a heavyweight power in East Africa. Their flourishing economy now 

ranks as Africa’s fastest growing and the vast human population of 102million citizens 
has grabbed the attention of great powers in line with the emerging role of Ethiopia 

the Prime Minister who wants to remake his country asa regional hub for commerce 

and trade. However, in order to reassure investors that the waters around the Horn of 
Africa are secure, especially considering the incidents of piracy, Adis Ababa feels 

obliged to step up and protect its maritime trading routes in order to perpetuate 
feelings of security and trust amongst its investors. This also happens to be one of 

Ethopia’s long-term geopolitical objectives. 

What one can infer from the arguments presented above is that a naval entourage will 

carve the way forward for Ethopia. Re-establishing a maritime force to its overall drive 
will allow the country to push itself as a major player connecting Europe and Asia. If 

Ethiopia believe they can convince European and Asian business by re-establishing a 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/craighooper/2020/07/12/desperate-for-more-war-fighting-capacity-congress-asks-about-armed-logistics-ships/#f2e16e71384d


Making Waves 

06-12 July 2020       
 

                                                                                    

7                                                                                                                                                
 

navy that the Horn of Africa is open for business at first glance it, they are mistaken. 
That is because a landlocked nation should seek a navy but, surprisingly, landlocked 

navies exist in many parts of the world. This is particularly relevant in countries where 
a river or a lake forms a national border. Thus, with the exception of the Caspian 

nations, landlocked navies operate strictly in major lakes or rivers. What makes 

Ethiopia’s case unique isthe fact that the State is seeking a blue water fleet to operate 
along the coast of the Horn of Africa. The Horn of Africa is spread over 727,000 mi². 

An Ethiopian Navy would mean a win-win for the regional nations while the current 
coastal countries enjoy access to the world’s oceans but they lack the capabilities to 

patrol their waters and facilitate trade. Ethopia, however, has the opposite problem. It 

possesses the most resources but lacks a shoreline. Moreover, the regional coastal 
nations do not necessarily see an Ethiopian Navy as a threat but as a complementary 

force testament to this is acquisition of land in the island of Lamu as part of the Lamu 
Port-South Sudan-Ethiopia-Transport (Lapsset) project, a $24bn (£18bn) transport 

and infrastructure plan to link the Kenya and Ethopia. In short, the motivation for 

Ethiopia’s naval ambitions is it enables her to gain leverage in the regional maritime 
affairs and improve trading relations. 

All things considered, Ethiopians would also have to develop the capabilities of their 

neighbors to reinforce their coastal entries so Ethiopia’s landlocked Navy would patrol 
and protect the waters of the Horn of Africa while also investing capital in stabilizing 

the coastal states. This trade-off would contribute to integrate the region economically 

and politically while reducing cross-border violence in an area that has been plagued 
for decades by territorial conflicts. This geo-political manoeuvring is a welcomed 

change but we all know, talk is cheap. Constructing a navy from scratch is an expensive 
undertaking. If, the state of Ethopia could acquire a few dozen patrol boats and call it 

a day that is in fact what is most likely to occur in the next few years. And the patrol-

only boats could be the Navy serving a symbolic purpose. 

Eventually Addis Ababa will want a blue water Navy with military capabilities and that 

is when the real toil starts for it will require the state to train sailors, officers and 

commanders but also find suitable bases and procure larger vessels. This is a long-
term project that will take decades to complete in the meantime the build-up of the 

Navy will be subject to future political and economic developments. And considering 
the long term commitment, that is required to construct a navy Ethiopia needs 

international partners. The most immediate host for an Ethiopian Navy would be the 

Republic of Djibouti, the small but strategically important Nation which is already host 
to military bases from numerous countries including France, China and the United 

States of America. Djibouti also happens to enjoy close economic ties with Ethiopia. In 
fact, Ethiopia’s imports and exports go through the port of Doral, which is an extension 

of Djibouti port. However, the presence of foreign military bases in Djibouti means 

Ethiopian policymakers and Djibouti may not always have say over its own affairs and 
that is a security risk so even though Djibouti is where we will most likely see the first 

Ethiopian vessels set sail. 

Adis Ababa would like to avoid putting all its eggs in one basket because if some 
political development results in the breakdown of relations between Ethiopia and 

Djibouti the Ethiopian Navy would be placed in a vulnerable position. So eventually, 

as the Ethiopian blue water navy becomes operational it will require basing rights in 
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other countries convincing Eritrea will be difficult due to the their troublesome history 
that is still in living memory but basing rights in places like Misawa willbe necessary 

for the long term. Nevertheless, in Somalia meanwhile relations between Addis Ababa 
andMogadishu have improved significantly and the Somalian ports of Kismayo and 

Pesasso are well suited for large navies. However, the activity of Al-Shabaab and the 

lack of infrastructure in Somalia impede close cooperation in the near future. 

Countries such as Turkey, Saudi Arabia and Iran holding vested interests in the Horn 
of Africa, and also China and the United States there are however potential allies in 

the periphery such as France and the United Arab Emirates. France is the most obvious 
partner as its signed a deal to help re-establish the Ethiopian Navy and by doing so 

Paris is seeking to expand its influence beyond the francophone sphere into East Africa 

French multinational firms and a whole host of other defence corporations seeking to 
capitalize on the growing and liberalizing Ethiopian economy. Another potential 

partner is the United Arab Emirates, which currently has a naval presence in Eritrea 
as well as unrecognized Somaliland. What is interesting here is that France operates a 

naval base in the United Arab Emirates, and the to maintain a strategic level of military 

cooperation with them.Since they operate in many of the same areas and if Addis 
Ababa, plays its cards right it could forge a lasting partnership with France. And the 

United Arab Emirates which would go along way in developing a capable Navy it goes 
without saying that Ethiopia’s pursuit of regional power could become a mega power 

in the region. This in turn would declare Prime Minister Abbey as scrupulous, hyper 

successful leader. He has embarked on a roadmap for reconciliation and restoration, 
as of now. But there remain pockets of secessionists across the country and social 

unrest continues to flare up from time to time as recently as June 2019, when there 
was a failed coup attempt. The armed forces tried to takeover a regional centre in the 

country. The whereabouts of the rogue General who orchestrated the coup remain 

unknown. Events like these revealed that the central government still does not have 
full control over the domestic political situation despite all the progress being made. 

Therefore, beyond the obvious geographic shortcomings for a blue water navy of 
Ethiopia must stabilize its internal landscape or else the government may face a 

situation where it would be left with no choice but to hit the brakes on its ambitious 

naval project. 

Source: moderndiplomacy.eu; 10 July 2020 

 

NAVY COMPLETES OPERATION SAMUDRA 

SETU, NEARLY 4,000 INDIANS RETURN 

FROM 3 COUNTRIES 
  - A P Bureau 

New Delhi: The Indian Navy on Wednesday said it has completed Operation Samudra 
Setu, which began on May 5, by bringing nearly 4,000 Indians back home from three 

countries amid the coronavirus pandemic. "Indian Naval Ships Jalashwa (Landing 
Platform Dock), and Airavat, Shardul and Magar (Landing Ship Tanks) participated in 

this operation which lasted over 55 days and involved traversing more than 23,000 

https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2020/07/10/ethopian-naval-ambitions/
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kilometers by sea," the Navy said in a statement. While five repatriation trips were 
done by ships to Male in Maldives, two were done to Bandar Abbas in Iran and one 

was done to Colombo in Sri Lanka under this operation. "The COVID-19 pandemic has 
had a significant impact on ships and seafarers due to the compact environment and 

forced ventilation systems on board ships," the statement noted. 

The greatest challenge for the Indian Navy was to avoid any incident of outbreak of the 

infection on board the ships during the evacuation operation, it noted. Rigorous 
measures were planned and medical and safety protocols unique to the operating 

environment of ships were implemented, it mentioned. "These were strictly followed 
on board the ships undertaking Op Samudra Setu resulting in the safe return of 3,992 

of our citizens to their homeland," it stated. Ships used for the operation were 

especially provisioned and the Sick Bay or the clinic on board was especially equipped 
with COVID-19 related equipment and facilities, the statement said. This operation 

was undertaken by the Indian Navy in close coordination with the Ministry of External 
Affairs, Home Affairs, Health and various other agencies of the government of India 

and state governments. 

Source: ndtv.com; 09 July 2020 

 

US NAVY TROLLS CHINESE MEDIA FOR 

'AIRCRAFT CARRIER KILLER' THREAT 

COMMENT 
USS Nimitz and USS Ronald Reagan are not intimidated, US Navy's Chief of 

Information said on Sunday (local time), responding to Chinese state media which 
boasted that "China has a wide selection of anti-aircraft carrier weapons". The United 

States has sent two aircraft carriers into the disputed waters of the South China Sea to 
participate in military exercises as Beijing flexes its muscle in the region. "China has a 

wide selection of anti-aircraft carrier weapons like DF-21D and DF-26 "aircraft carrier 

killer" #missiles. South China Sea is fully within grasp of the #PLA; any US 
#aircraftcarrier movement in the region is at the pleasure of PLA: analysts," tweeted 

Global Times, along with a link of the report. Responding to this tweet, US Navy's Chief 
of Information, said: "And yet, there they are." 

"Two @USNavy aircraft carriers operating in the international waters of the South 

China Sea. #USSNimitz & #USSRonaldReagan are not intimidated 

#AtOurDiscretion," tweeted US Navy's Chief of Information. China's foreign ministry 
said on Monday the United States had deliberately sent its ships to the South China 

Sea to flex its muscles and accused Washington of trying to drive a wedge between the 
countries in the region. Foreign ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian made the comments 

during a daily press briefing in Beijing in response to a question about two U.S. aircraft 

carriers conducting operations and exercises in South China Sea. 

Source: livemint.com; 06 July 2020 

https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/indian-navy-completes-operation-samudra-setu-by-repatriating-nearly-4-000-indians-from-3-countries-2259521
https://www.livemint.com/news/world/the-world-s-cruise-ships-can-t-sail-now-what-to-do-with-them-11594186083607.html
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U.S. CONTRIBUTES $40K OF PARTS AND 

EQUIPMENT TO REGIONAL SECURITY 

SYSTEM 
BRIDGETOWN, Barbados – The United States Embassy recently furnished the 

Regional Security System with nearly $US40,000 worth of maritime equipment and 
upgrades, to assist in the maintenance and longevity of the RSS Maritime Training 

Center’s patrol boats. The patrol boats are used to train police and coast guard forces 

throughout the Caribbean. “Our US partners continue to support the maritime 
training vessels through the supply of spares and other accessories,” said Lieutenant 

Rolerick Sobers, Regional Maritime Officer for the RSS. “The refurnished fleet of 
training vessels will enrich the maritime training activities that will support the 

transfer of knowledge and skill sets that are necessary to have desired, effective and 

positive outcomes of operational missions. “ Originally donated by the U.S. 
Government, these vessels have played a key role in developing the collective seafaring 

capacity of Eastern Caribbean coast guards and police forces. The recent purchase of 
parts ensures the RSS is able to train and prepare coast guardsmen and police officers 

well into the current decade. 

“This donation is part of the larger U.S. commitment to our assisting our Eastern 

Caribbean partners to protect their sovereignty and ensure security of their territorial 
waters”, said Maj. Shane Moran, Deputy Chief for the U.S. Military Liaison Office. “As 

the region has seen an uptick in illicit activities and trafficking, ensuring that 
Caribbean maritime security officers are well prepared and well equipped continues to 

be at the forefront of U.S. Southern Command’s priorities as both a regional ally and 

neighbor.” Donated by the U.S. Government in the early-2000s, the patrol boats have 
been an integral component of the RSS’s maritime training institute, with police 

officers and coast guardsmen from throughout the Eastern Caribbean training and 
honing their seafaring skills on the vessels. The collaborative efforts of the RSS and 

regional partners ensure sailors are equipped with a common set of seafaring skills 

and a high degree of interoperability between organizations. “The importance of 
skilled mariners in the Maritime Law Enforcement units in the RSS maritime security 

cannot be understated. As maritime crime continues to evolve, so too must the skill set 
of officers be kept current,” said Sobers. “An active and operational suite of training 

platforms is a great utility from which to deliver maritime training while ensuring that 

a common set of core competencies are spread across the carious maritime units.” In 
addition to this handover, the United States has provided US$3 million in COVID-19 

response assistance to the Eastern Caribbean.  It also supports the U.S.-Caribbean 
Resilience Partnership, a collaborative effort to build regional capacity to confront 

disaster response and promote strong communities. 

Source: bb.usembassy.gov; 08 July 2020 

 

 

 

https://bb.usembassy.gov/u-s-contributes-40k-of-parts-and-equipment-to-regional-security-system/


Making Waves 

06-12 July 2020       
 

                                                                                    

11                                                                                                                                                
 

MARITIME FORCES 
 

POWERFUL RUSSIAN SUBMARINE SEEN 

ENTERING BALTIC SEA 
-  H I Sutton 

An Oscar-II class nuclear-powered cruise missile submarine was seen entering the 

Baltic early Thursday. Russia normally only deploys diesel-electric submarines to the 

area. While these are potent, and can carry a few long range cruise missiles, the arrival 
of the OSCAR-II is a massive increase in Russian Navy firepower. So when one turns 

up it gets noticed by NATO and the Baltic States. Its arrival was monitored by open-
source intelligence analysts. As it passed under the Great Belt Bridge which spans the 

entrance of the Baltic, it had to do so on the surface, so it was briefly visible on the 

public webcams on the bridge. OSINT analysts shared the information and identified 
the submarine. The submarine is believed to be Orel (K-266), which is expected to 

appear at the Navy Day parade in St. Petersburg on July 26. There is often more to it 
than just a parade, however. The submarine may participate in training exercises with 

other units, and is seen as a show force in the Baltic. Already the Russian Ministry of 
Defense has shown naval vessels practicing an amphibious operation ahead of the 

parade.  

Orel is significant because it has reportedly been upgraded to carry P-800 Oniks 

missiles, replacing the original P-700 Granit anti-ship missiles. The Oniks is 
supersonic and can engage both warships and land targets. The upgrade should also 

make it possible for the 3M14K Kalibr land-attack cruise missiles to be loaded. These 
are roughly equivalent to the U.S. Navy’s Tomahawk cruise missile. Both of these new 

weapons are smaller than the Granits, so the overall load is increased from 24 weapons 

to 72. Both types of cruise missile have been combat-tested in Syria. While early war 
shots may have had limited success, the operational experience will have been 

invaluable for the Russian Navy. The missiles can be expected to perform better in 
future operations. There is also a possibility that the upgraded submarines will carry 

the 3M22 Zircon anti-ship missile in the future. This is a new hypersonic weapon 

which has been reported to travel at 8 times the speed of sound (Mach 8). The trade-
off is range, so the Zircon is expected to be much shorter-ranged than either the Oniks 

and Kalibr. Kalibr, being the slowest, will have the longest range. Whether the upgrade 
actually included the new weapons has not been confirmed. But if it is true then it will 

only add to neighboring countries’ unease. And even the original Granit missiles 

represent an incredible amount of firepower in the context of the Baltic. No other 
country in the Baltic has cruise missile equipped submarines. It is not the first time in 

recent years that Russia has deployed powerfully armed nuclear submarines to the 
Baltic for the annual Navy Day parade. In 2017 the Typhoon class submarine Dmitry 

Donskoy, the largest submarine in the world, visited for the parade. Then in 2018 it 

was the turn of Orel, and last year her Oscar-II class sistership Smolensk. To get into 
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the Baltic the vessels have to pass either between Denmark and Sweden, or go through 
the Great Belt waterway in Denmark. Orel took the Great Belt route. If Russian vessels 

sail through Danish waters individually, then they do not have to report their passage 
to Denmark. If three or more ships are sailing together however then they would do. 

All the same the movements are often monitored by Danish warships or aircraft. Orel 

was photographed by a Danish C-130 Hercules and shared in a press release today. So 
Orel’s arrival isn’t in itself a surprise, but it will all the same make local navies watch 

very closely.  

Source: forbes.com; 10 July 2020 

INDIA SET TO INVITE AUSTRALIA TO JOIN 

MALABAR NAVAL EXERCISES 
- Teddy Ng and Kunal Purohit 

India is planning to invite Australia to join its annual Malabar naval exercise as it seeks 

to strengthen its relationship with other Asia-Pacific countries amid ongoing tensions 
with China. India has yet to issue a formal invitation, but officials said it was in the 

pipeline after both sides agreed to improve defence cooperation at a virtual summit on 

June 4. Japan and the United States have already been invited to join the exercise.  
“Such a move involves not just geopolitical considerations but also logistical ones since 

it would mean at least four navies participating. The question is how do we still ensure 
the exercise remains meaningful for all the four?” said an Indian military source, 

speaking on condition of anonymity. “We also need to consult our Japanese and 

American counterparts.” 

Diplomatic sources said the move would be a logical next step after the virtual summit 
between the two countries, where they signed a mutual logistics support agreement, a 

document that will allow the two militaries to access each other’s bases and help the 
militaries share resources. “Both sides had been harbouring reservations about 

Australia’s inclusion in the exercise and what its geopolitical implications would be. 

“But both sides have come to agree that strategic concerns are now too overwhelming 
to be ignored,” an Indian diplomatic source said, pointing to Chinese aggression in the 

region and its frayed ties with both India and Australia. A statement released following 
the virtual summit of the two nations did not name China, but added that “many of the 

future challenges are likely to occur in, and emanate from, the maritime domain”. 

Relations between India and China have hit their lowest point in decades following a 
stand-off along their disputed Himalayan border and a clash on June 15 in the Galwan 

Valley that left 20 Indian soldiers dead and resulted in an undisclosed number of 

Chinese casualties. 

India has also moved to strengthen its ties with Vietnam and the Philippines. On 
Monday, Vietnam’s deputy defence minister Nguyen Chi Vinh and Indian secretary of 

defence Ajay Kumar both affirmed that defence cooperation was an important pillar 
of the two countries’ relationship. The previous week, Philippine defence secretary 

Delfin Lorenzana said India was interested in carrying out navigation activity in the 

South China Sea, where a number of countries have competing claims with China. 
India and Indonesia have also signed a memorandum of understanding on maritime 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/hisutton/2020/07/10/powerful-russian-submarine-seen-entering-baltic-sea/#599c360142c5
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safety and security. Rajeev Chaturvedy, an international relations specialist based in 
New Delhi, said it would be misleading to say that India was building up ties with 

nations having disputes with China. 

“However, it is a fact that India has refused to accept a sino-centric order in Asia,” he 
said. “The Galwan Valley clash has further strengthened India's resolve to focus on 

building developmental partnerships while China pursues incremental territorial 

grabs in the neighbourhood.” India’s former high commissioner to Australia Biren 
Nanda said the move to include Australia in the naval exercises was only a “natural 

progression” of the growing strategic ties between New Delhi and Canberra. 

He also said Australia’s worsening relationship with China appeared to have convinced 
India to expand the Malabar exercises. “One of the reservations India has had about 

including Australia is whether it would be consistent enough and whether it would be 

susceptible to Chinese pressure,” said Nanda. “Covid and Chinese aggression are 
disruptions that have united many countries who were in favour of closer cooperation 

but were afraid to cross the line,” he continued. “China’s rising assertiveness is the 
tipping point for many of these countries.” 

Jabin Jacob, an associate professor of international relations at Shiv Nadar University 

in Uttar Pradesh, said the Galwan Valley clash had come as a surprise to India. “There 
will naturally be consequences for China. India will take such remedial action as it 

deems fit – this will range from building up its own military power along the Line of 

Actual Control to strengthening its bilateral military ties and intelligence sharing with 
those countries that it finds are also interested in deterring Chinese bad behaviour,” 

he said. 

Source: scmp.com; 10 July 2020 

 

TAIWAN'S COMBINED ARMS BATTALIONS TO 

DEBUT IN ANNUAL WAR GAMES 
- Matt Yu and Emerson Lim 

 

Taipei, July 12 (CNA) Taiwan's annual Han Kuang military exercises (漢光演習) that 

begin Monday will feature the debut of Taiwan's combined arms battalions. The Han 
Kuang exercises, aimed at honing the capabilities of Taiwan's military in repelling a 

potential invasion from China, will last for five days, consisting of live-fire drills and 

computer-assisted tabletop training. According to the Ministry of National Defense 
(MND), some of Taiwan's 22 combined arms battalions will see action for the first time 

in this year's exercise. First established in Taiwan in September 2019, combined arms 
battalions bring together soldiers from infantry and cavalry units, liaison officers from 

different military branches, snipers, and unmanned aerial vehicle and missile 

operators, to form a unit capable of operating independently in the battlefield. Another 
highlight in this year's exercises will come on Wednesday, when a Chien Lung-class 

attack submarine will test-fire an SUT heavyweight torpedo to sink a target ship, 

https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3092715/india-set-invite-australia-join-malabar-naval-exercises
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according to the MND. This will be the first torpedo test by the Taiwanese Navy since 
2007. 

 
Reserve forces will participate in live-fire drills for the first time amid increased 

Chinese military activity around Taiwan, and special forces from the military, police 

and Coast Guard units will make their first appearance in simulating a rescue of 
government leaders held hostage by invading forces. According to the MND, this year's 

Han Kuang exercises will proceed in three stages: maintaining combat capabilities 
upon the enemy's first wave of attack, pursuing decisive victory in littoral seas, and 

overwhelming the enemy in landing areas. Meanwhile, Taiwan's military will not 

engage in landing drills involving inflatable crafts this year following a fatal accident 
in an inflatable dinghy on July 3 that left two soldiers dead and one in critical 

condition. They will be done this year using amphibious assault vehicles. 
 

Source: focustaiwan.tw; 12 July 2020 

RUSSIAN TECHNICIANS KEEPING INS 

VIKRAMADITYA BATTLE READY AMID 

FLARING REGIONAL TENSIONS 
A group of Russian technicians who are supporting the Indian navy in providing timely 
maintenance for the aircraft carrier INS Vikramaditya have not left the country. 

Despite the delays with the carrier’s acceptance for service, INS Vikramaditya offers 
ample opportunities for India’s Navy and allows New Delhi to keep its domination in 

the Indian Ocean, the news portal said in its article. INS Vikramaditya is a heavy 

upgrade of the Russian aircraft-carrying cruiser Admiral Gorshkov. The work on the 
ship’s heavy upgrade was carried out at the Sevmash Shipyard and the flattop was 

handed-over the Indian Navy on November 16, 2013. 

Under an inter-governmental agreement signed in 2004, India received the Admiral 
Gorshkov’s hull for free but on condition of its upgrade at the Sevmash Shipyard and 

its outfitting with Russian-made aircraft. After its upgrade, INS Vikramaditya 
displaces 45,000 tonnes and possess a state-of-art flight deck and a ski-jump for 

aircraft take-offs, navigation and radar systems, communications and aircraft control 

technology and also other special equipment and assemblies. INS Vikramaditya has a 
total of 22 decks and it has the ability to carry over 30 aircraft including MiG 29K/Sea 

Harrier, Kamov 31, Kamov 28, Sea King, ALH-Dhruv and Chetak helicopters. 

Source: eurasiantimes.com; 09 July 2020 

 
 

INDIAN NAVY TIGHTENS SOCIAL MEDIA 

RULES FOR SAILORS 
- Saurabh Joshi 

https://focustaiwan.tw/politics/202007120010#:~:text=First%20established%20in%20Taiwan%20in,operating%20independently%20in%20the%20battlefield.
https://eurasiantimes.com/russian-technicians-keeping-ins-vikramaditya-battle-ready-amid-flaring-regional-tensions/
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The Indian Navy has introduced new rules to enforce restrictions on the use of social 
media by its personnel and restrict their smartphone usage, made personnel 

accountable for the actions of their families on social media, superiors responsible for 
the presence of all personnel on social media and now require every sailor to submit a 

certificate of compliance along with details of personal smartphones and other devices. 

As first reported by StratPost, the navy had imposed a ban on the use of social media 

platforms like Facebook by its personnel earlier this year. This ban was administered 
via orders issued by the navy on January 31, 2020. Apparently unhappy with the 

compliance to these orders, the navy has now issued fresh instructions to its personnel, 
mandating compliance with further requirements. In a letter dated June 23, the navy 

said, “It has come to notice that some naval personnel continue to violate orders, 

regarding ‘Use of Smart Devices and Social Media Platforms by Naval Personnel and 
their Families’.” 

The navy also said in its letter that ‘serving personnel will also be held accountable for 

inappropriate conduct of their family members’ in case of a breach of these 
instructions. Going further, the navy also said that that superiors will be held 

responsible for breach of these instructions by personnel. “Continued presence of 
individuals on banned SMPs/applications will also entail suitable 

administrative/disciplinary action against Divisional Officers and Divisional Chiefs,” 

said the letter, requiring that ‘All officers and sailors are to render a 
certificate/declaration’. 

This certificate will require all personnel to acknowledge their awareness of these 

orders and certify their compliance with them. Every sailor is further required to 
certify they are not using social media platforms that are forbidden to them under their 

own or any other identity, and further provide specific details of their personal devices 

which they use to access social media and the internet. Besides the make and model, 
these details include IMEI Number, Serial Number and MAC ID, as well as, ISP and 

date of purchase. Every sailor accepts administrative/disciplinary action if the 
information submitted is found to be incorrect and every certificate has to be 

countersigned by the respective commanding officer.This certificate has to be 

submitted every three months. 

There appears to a lack of clarity on how these instructions are to be implemented. For 
example, navy regulations make personnel responsible for not being identified as 

uniformed personnel on social media, signify ranks or appointments, post pictures in 
uniform or share pictures of official parties/get-togethers conducted in uniform on 

common groups. But there are also videos of weddings featuring naval personnel in 

uniform posted on YouTube. While these might not necessarily be a breach of the 
guidelines, there is an evident lack of consistency in compliance with these 

instructions. The Indian Army has also imposed a ban on 89 social media, dating, 
messaging, file sharing and e-commerce apps for its 1.3 million personnel and 

restricted the use of many others. 

Source: stratpost.com; 09 July 2020 

 

https://stratpost.com/indian-navy-tightens-social-media-rules-for-sailors/


Making Waves 

06-12 July 2020       
 

                                                                                    

16                                                                                                                                                
 

WELL, THAT'S ONE WAY TO TOW A 2,300-
TON SUBMARINE 

- Kyle Mizokami 

A new video from Iran shows a surreal scene. Iran is towing a giant attack submarine 
overland by truck, reportedly from a shipyard back to the sprawling Iranian naval base 

of Bandar Abbas. The sub is one of three purchased from the Soviet Union in the 1990s. 
The video shows a Russian Kilo-class (Project 877EKM), one of three delivered to Iran 

between 1991 and 1996. Kilo-class submarines are designed to operate closer to shore 

than traditional, ocean-ranging submarines, and the submarines are operated by the 
Islamic Republic of Iran Navy (IRIAN) to cover the mouth of the Persian Gulf, Gulf of 

Oman, and even venture into the Indian Ocean. Iran’s submarine fleet is designed to 
give the country the ability to attack enemy shipping, including targets as large as 

American aircraft carriers. 

Built at the United Admiralty Shipyard in St. Petersburg, Russia, the subs displace 

2,325 tons surfaced, are 238 feet long, 32 feet high, and 19.6 feet wide. Each is 
equipped with six, 21-inch torpedo tubes capable of firing a variety of Soviet/Russian 

wire-guided, wake-homing, or acoustic-homing torpedoes. The submarines are also 
capable of laying sea mines. The submarine appears to be up on two identical sets of 

large, custom-built chocks and wheels. Each set appears to have about 22 wheels on 

each side, for a grand total of 88 wheels. That’s about 26 tons of sub per wheel—a lot 
of weight. The sub is being towed by at least two large cargo trucks daisy chained 

together though it seems very likely there are many more just outside of the shot. 
According to Iranian language media, the submarine is traveling from the Iran 

Shipbuilding & Offshore Industries Complex (ISOICO) back to its base at Bandar 

Abbas, a distance of about 15 miles. For some reason, the submarine can’t make the 
trip by water and must travel over land. Joseph Dempsey, a research associate at the 

International Institute for Strategic Studies, says the submarine was apparently 
hoisted out of the water at ISOICO in February/Mach. 

Iran has three Project 877EKM submarines, Taregh (“Morning Star”), Nuh, (“Noah”), 

and Yunes (“Jonah”). According to Combat Fleets of the World, the ships suffered from 
battery cooling problems, poor training, and inadequate maintenance, and by April 

2001, two of the submarines were already considered non-operational. According to 

submarine authority HI Sutton, the submarines in particular have had issues with 
their anechoic coatings, a layer of rubber affixed to the sub’s steel hull to reduce noise. 

It’s not clear how much of an internal upgrade these ships have received. Typically the 
most important upgrade for a non-nuclear, diesel electric submarine is new, higher 

rated, safer batteries to ensure the boat can remain underwater longer. 

In addition to the three Kilo-class submarines, Iran operates a larger midget 

submarine fleet, consisting of the roughly 100-foot-long Qa’em and Ghadir classes, the 
latter actually a design of North Korean origin. Iran also maintains the even smaller 

Nahang class, but these smaller submarines are likely restricted to the Persian Gulf 
and Gulf of Oman. 

This article originally appeared in Forbes. 
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Source: popularmechanics.com; 08 July 2020 

 

'BUILT WITH PRIDE IN BARROW' - THE 

LATEST PIECE OF DREADNOUGHT MAKES A 

MOVE 
- BAE Systems 

The newest section of the first Dreadnought submarine to be built at BAE Systems’ 

yard in Barrow has been moved, as work on the first of class continues. The 
Dreadnought programme is one of the most complex engineering projects ever 

undertaken and employs more than 7,000 people across industry and MOD, with 
thousands more in the supply chain. The unit was the first to make use of new material 

designed to improve protection for submarine sections as they are moved around the 

site during construction. Four Dreadnought-Class submarines will be built in Barrow 
to replace the Vanguard-Class that are currently in service with the Royal Navy. HMS 

Dreadnought, the first of the new fleet, is scheduled to be delivered in the early 2030s. 

Source: milaero.iconnect007.com; 09 July 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.popularmechanics.com/military/navy-ships/a33248171/submarine-tow-iran/
http://milaero.iconnect007.com/index.php/article/123588/built-with-pride-in-barrow---the-latest-piece-of-dreadnought-makes-a-move/123591/?skin=milaero
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SHIPPING, PORTS AND 

OCEAN ECONOMY  
 

THE WORLD’S CRUISE SHIPS CAN’T SAIL. NOW, 

WHAT TO DO WITH THEM? 
- Bloomberg News 

Hundreds of people lined the banks of Glasgow’s River Clyde a few weeks ago for the 

rare sight of a small, high-end cruise ship sailing upriver—practically into the heart of 
the city. The Azamara Journey thrilled socially distanced onlookers by blasting its 

horn, typically a heralding of lively celebration. But this time nobody was there to wave 
on the deck of the 700-passenger ship, aside from the couple dozen members of its 

skeleton crew. This was no celebratory arrival, after all: it was a vessel on life support, 

just like every other ship dealing with the pandemic’s brutal wake. Since mid-March, 
only a small handful of the world’s 400-or-so cruise ships have been able to accept 

passengers—all on hyperlocal itineraries. A few dozen are sailing the world with 
purpose, repatriating crew members from every corner of the globe. The rest are sitting 

idle in cruise ship purgatory, unable to sail commercially for the foreseeable future. 

(In the U.S., the industry has agreed not to resume business at least until Sept. 15.) 

The problem for many cruise lines? Idling through the pandemic isn’t just bad for the 
company’s bottom line, it’s a potential death warrant for their costliest assets: the ships 

themselves. From mechanical issues to hurricane risks to regulatory hurdles that can 
constitute criminal offenses, it’s a quagmire that the industry has never faced on this 

scale before. The expense is staggering. In a recent SEC filing, Carnival Corp.—whose 

nine brands comprise the world’s largest cruise company—indicated that its ongoing 
ship and administrations expenses would amount to $250 million a month once all its 

ships are on pause. With the company saying it’s unable to predict when cruises 
resume, that’s a long-term line item on a balance sheet that logged $4.4 billion in 

losses in the second quarter alone. 

Here a Ship, There a Ship 

As with airplanes, the first issue with maintaining an idle cruise ship is simply finding 
a place to park it. As many as 16,000 planes have been grounded in the pandemic, 

hiding out in dry and rust-proof places that range from hangars and airport tarmacs 

to desert boneyards. Ships are similarly scrambling to find the right conditions to 
weather the storm. There’s not enough port space for every ship to dock at once, 

especially for huge ships that ordinarily carry up to 8,880 passengers and crew. This 
explains the celebratory sounds of the Azamara Journey’s “homecoming" in Glasgow 
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(it docked at a cargo port rather than its usual cruise berth further outside the city). 
Less lucky vessels have had no choice but to drop anchor at sea, occasionally stopping 

into the nearest port for provisions and fuel. This week, a cluster of 15 ships from 
Carnival Cruise Line, Royal Caribbean, and Celebrity Cruises was hanging out near the 

Bahamas, according to Cruisemapper.com, a ship-tracking site. The 6,680-passenger 

Symphony of the Seas, the largest cruise ship in the world, was off the Dominican 
Republic. According to Bill Burke, a retired U.S. Navy vice admiral and Carnival’s chief 

maritime officer, getting the company’s 105 ships to their pause destinations—20 in 
the Caribbean, 40 in Europe, 35 in Asia, and 10 in the eastern Pacific—is a process that 

will stretch into the third quarter of the year. 

High Maintenance 

Parking is just the first pain point. To keep things shipshape and avoid costly repairs 

(much like how your battery might die if you leave your car sitting too long), the vessels 
must also be kept operating. “Modern cruise ships are not designed or built to just be 

turned off and left at a pier," says Monty Mathisen, managing editor of Cruise Industry 
News. “You are talking about massive amounts of machinery, electronics, and even 

steel that needs maintenance, checking, and preventative work." That mostly involves 
one of two scenarios, referred to in the industry as “warm" or “cold" layup. 

In warm layup, most systems are kept functioning; in cold layup more are shut down, 

such as ballast tanks, turbines, and gear boxes. Cold layups come with extra 

precautions, too, such as sealing off external doors and windows, moving linens to a 
dry place, putting mattresses on edge, opening all dresser drawers and closets, and 

sealing bathroom fixtures, to name a few. An advantage to warm layup is ships can 
quickly be put back into operation. Once the word comes down, Burke says, the ship 

can resume carrying guests within weeks—though it will still need to get a full crew 

onboard and sail to the appropriate destination. 

But warm layup requires more upkeep, and therefore more staff. Each ship has a “safe 
manning" team—about 120 crew members for a large ship. Among the necessary 

personnel, according to Carnival’s Burke: a deck crew to drive the ship, an engineering 
crew to run the electrical power and propulsion, a medical team to tend to staff needs 

(particularly in the time of Covid-19), security, and enough housekeeping and kitchen 

staff to keep everyone looked after and fed. In the event of hurricanes or other bad 
weather, the ships have to be able to move. They also have to comply with 

environmental, safety, and other regulations or risk stiff fines, criminal charges, and 
other penalties, says Burke. In 2016, for example, Carnival received a five-year 

probation and a $40 million fine on a criminal pollution conviction. But there’s a time 

limit on this half-on strategy: According to shipping analysts at maritime intelligence 
company Lloyd’s List, warm layup is only appropriate in the short term. After as little 

as six months, ships may lose certain certifications that allow them to sail legally. 

A Ship Out of Water 

Cold layups require fewer systems to run, and therefore, as little as 40 crew members: 
a bridge team, engine room operators, fire wardens, and hotel staff. But grinding 

operations to a near-halt makes it more difficult and expensive to restart. According 
to Lloyd’s Register’s layup guide, every corner of a ship, from the pump room to the 

living quarters, needs to be inspected for things like gas leaks and mold; electrical 
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equipment, including the navigation systems, need to be removed from safe storage 
and reinstalled ; and dehumidifiers all need to be removed before furniture and soft 

goods can be cleaned and put back in place. That’s why cold layups are seen as 
advantageous only in the event of an outage stretching to many months. Burke says 

Carnival could move in this direction in the long term. According to Mathisen, Royal 

Caribbean has already committed to this tact. Its fleet is largely being protected by 
dehumidifiers—deployed everywhere from engine rooms to public areas. 

When they’re ready to set sail again, the restart “can take weeks to months," he 

explains, detailing delays that range from transporting crew back to the ship, going 
through bureaucratic recertification processes, or even financing expensive dry dock 

repairs. A more drastic option is tying up the ship, shutting down all systems, leaving 

only some emergency generators running and a few fire safety crew and watchmen on 
duty. Cruise historian and writer Peter Knego paints a grim picture of what can happen 

in that scenario. “The first thing that goes is the plumbing," Knego says. “If you don’t 
have the plumbing active and somebody’s actually flushing toilets and running water 

through the system, rust sets in, the pipe starts to disintegrate, and then you have 

major problems." HVAC systems and wiring are next to go. “And then just the fact they 
are laid up in salt water, salt air, decaying everything very quickly," Knego explains. 

“You literally have to tear the infrastructure to make repairs if a ship has been idle for 
too long." With long-term layups, issues like rot start to crop up. If that sounds like a 

slow and painful death, some companies are just ripping off the Band-Aid instead. In 

its second-quarter financial filing, Carnival said it plans to retire at least six older ships, 
which could potentially be sold another cruise company or for scrap—usually for 

anyone’s best offer. Costa Cruises brand’s 24-year-old Costa Victoria is reportedly 
destined for a scrapyard. A ship out of water is, alas, worth less than the sum of its 

parts. 

Source: livemint.com; 08 July 2020 

 

OVER A DOZEN COUNTRIES PLEDGE TO 

URGENTLY RESOLVE CREW CHANGE CRISIS 
Seafarers will get enhanced rights as key workers following a joint commitment made 
at International Maritime Summit held on July 9, 2020. Representatives from over a 

dozen countries including Norway, Denmark, Indonesia, Saudi Arabia, United Arab 
Emirates, Greece, Philippines and the USA attended the summit. They agreed to new 

international measures to open up foreign borders for seafarers and increase the 

number of commercial flights to expedite repatriation efforts. 

The international maritime virtual summit on crew changes took special note of the 

obstacles affecting ship’s crew changes, the impact on the well-being of seafarers, and 

the impact that any failure by governments to resolve these issues will have on 
maritime transport, which must be permitted to continue to operate safely and 

efficiently throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

https://www.livemint.com/news/world/the-world-s-cruise-ships-can-t-sail-now-what-to-do-with-them-11594186083607.html
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The summit, hosted by the United Kingdom’s Transport Secretary Grant Shapps and 
Maritime Minister Kelly Tolhurst, brought together members of the UN with political 

and business leaders from across the globe. The difficulties maritime crews face across 
the world was at the centre of the discussions, while all governments and parties were 

urged to resolve the issues with maritime transport to support workers and the 

industry more widely. 

Following points were acknowledged and discussed, as a matter of urgent concern: 

 

- that the inability of ship operators worldwide to conduct ship’s crew 

changes is the single most pressing maritime operational challenge to 

the safe and efficient movement of global trade. 
 

- at least 200,000 seafarers are estimated to require immediate 

repatriation, with many serving on extended crew contracts who are 

overdue to return home, in addition to a similar number of seafarers that 
urgently need to join their ships in order to allow the world’s 

internationally trading vessels to continue to operate safely. 

 

- seafarers’ tours of duty cannot continue to be extended and need to be 

kept to a duration of less than 12 months, as set out by the Maritime 

Labour Convention (MLC) 2006, as amended – the global shipping 
industry estimates that, since March 2020, only about 25% of normal 

crew changes have taken place; apart from the humanitarian and crew 

welfare concerns, and issues of regulatory compliance, there is an 

increasing risk that fatigue and mental health issues could lead to serious 

maritime accidents. 

 
- the complexity of facilitating ship’s crew changes, regardless of the 

seafarers’ nationality, requires concerted action as well as access to 

commercial flights to the principal seafarer countries of origin and those 

countries where crew changes take place. 
 

- that the health and well-being of seafarers is paramount and is 

inextricably linked to the continuing safety and efficiency of ship 

operations. 

 
- that the uncertainty around a possible second wave of COVID-19 

underscores the need for swift actions without further delay to allow 

crew changes and to avoid further consequences to the already fragile 

global supply chain, which relies on goods transported by ships. 

 
- that the lessons learned during the COVID-19 outbreak be used to create 

international protocols in partnership with the maritime industry and 

the regulatory agencies, to provide practical instruments to facilitate 

shipping operations and enable seafarers to perform their essential role, 
in case of a future global pandemic. 
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nited Kingdom’s Transport Secretary Grant Shapps said, “throughout this pandemic, 
seafarers have played a crucial, though sometimes unseen, role in keeping vital 

supplies flowing into the country. It is unacceptable that there remain thousands of 

people stranded at ports around the world and we owe it to them and their families to 

change things.” “Today marks a new chapter for seafarers and, alongside our 

international partners, we are taking a stand to end the bureaucracy preventing men 

and women around the world from returning home,” he added. Maritime Minister 
Kelly Tolhurst said, “I am deeply concerned about how the global crisis has affected 

crew changes across maritime transport.” 

 

“I called today’s summit to turn the tide on the struggles seafarers have faced during 

this crisis and through today’s commitment we will speed up repatriation for crews 

globally,” she added. In conjunction with the Merchant Navy Welfare Board and 
Seafarers UK, the UK government has also announced a programme to support 

seafarers in UK shores with mobile internet routers – MiFi units – on board ships 

where hundreds of seafarers are still waiting to return home. This will give hundreds 

of seafarers free internet access on board. Secretary-General of the International 

Maritime Organization, Kitack Lim said, “It is time to act for seafarers. Safe ship 

operations and crew well-being should not be compromised. The humanitarian crisis 
seafarers face has implications for all of us, for the world economy and for the safety 

of life at sea and the environment.“ 

 

“To ensure their swift repatriation, the Maritime Minister wrote to the International 

Maritime Organization, the International Labour Organization and the World Health 

Organization at the start of the outbreak on 23 March pressing that all states follow 
the UK’s work in repatriating workers regardless of their nationality or employment,” 

he added. Secretary-General of the International Chamber of Shipping Guy Platten 

said, “Globally there are now over 200,000 seafarers who are stranded at sea and have 

overrun their contracts. These forgotten heroes of global trade work 12-hour days and 

7-day weeks to make sure those of us on land have the food, medicine and fuel we need 

during this difficult time.” “This summit is a welcome show of political leadership at a 
time when seafarers across the world need it most. Governments must now use this 

summit as a catalyst to implement with the solutions the shipping industry has 

provided, applying the political will needed to put them into practice. This issue 

doesn’t require money and did not need complicated negotiations. This summit is a 

catalyst for action, he added.” 

 

Source: themaritimepost.com; 10 July 2020 

 

IMPLICATIONS SEEN FOR U.S. LNG AS NORD 

STREAM 2 NEARS FINISH LINE 
- Ron Nissimov 

https://themaritimepost.com/2020/07/10/over-a-dozen-countries-pledge-to-urgently-resolve-crew-change-crisis/
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Russia will likely complete by next year the undersea Nord Stream 2 (NS2) natural gas 
pipeline to Germany despite ongoing U.S. efforts to scuttle the $11 billion project, 

analysts said. The start-up of the 5.3 Bcf/d NS2 could curb a potential recovery of U.S. 
LNG exports even if the Covid-19 pandemic recedes next year, said BTU Analytics LLC 

energy analyst Connor McLean. “If Nord Stream 2 comes online as expected, the influx 

of supply into Europe could place further pressure on a U.S. LNG recovery in 2021,” 
McLean said in a recent post on the firm’s website. McLean predicted that NS2 could 

be completed late this year or in 2021 even though U.S. lawmakers last month 
introduced bipartisan legislation to try to halt the project by significantly expanding 

the number of entities that could face sanctions for aiding it in any way, such as 

construction, financing, insuring or certification. 

The United States has already delayed completion of the 745-mile line by imposing 
sanctions in December on pipe-laying activities in the Baltic Sea, which NS2 would 

traverse on its route from Ust-Luga, Russia, to Greifswald, Germany. Those sanctions 
caused privately-held Allseas to suspend its pipe-laying work, which in turn prompted 

Russia to develop its own ships to try to complete the line. The work was delayed after 

NS2 had already been built within 100 miles of the German coast at a cost of $10.5 
billion. To combat the Russian plan, Sens. Ted Cruz (R-TX), Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH), 

John Barrasso (R-WY), Tom Cotton (R-AR) and Ron Johnson (R-WI) introduced a bill 
to sanction any entity that aids in completion of the line. That could include companies 

that have extensive operations in the U.S., such as Royal Dutch Shell plc, Total SA, 

Engie and OMV, which have stakes in parts of NS2, and Norwegian maritime 
classification society DNV. 

A version of the bill, called Protecting Europe’s Energy Security Clarification Act 

(PEESCA), will likely be passed because it would be included in the fiscal year 2021 
National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA), consultancy ClearView Energy Partners 

LLC said earlier this month. “The NDAA funds U.S. forces, effectively making its 
passage a question of ‘when,’ not ‘if,’” ClearView said in a note to clients, adding that 

it does not expect NDAA to be approved before the fourth quarter. The Russian plan 

needed Danish regulatory approval because one of the two ships Russia wants to use 
would need to be anchored in the Baltic Sea. Denmark typically requires pipe-laying 

in its territorial waters to be conducted with ships that have advanced positioning 
systems and thus don’t have to be anchored, because of the threat of unexploded mines 

from World War II. The Danish Energy Agency this week approved NS2’s request to 

use one older ship that does not have the advanced positioning system and 
construction could be completed in about three months, Tudor, Pickering, Holt & Co. 

(TPH) said this week. 

2021 Completion Likely 

TPH analysts also expect NS2 to be completed by next year despite the proposed 
additional sanctions. “We’re currently modeling Russian pipe flows to Europe 

increasing by 1.5 Bcf/d in 2021, with European storage levels again filling to capacity,” 

the analysts said. NS2 spokesperson Irina Vasilyeva declined to say when the project 
will be completed, telling NGI this week that “we are still considering different options 

and will inform about our plans in due time.” 
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Anna Mikulska, a nonresident fellow for the Center of Energy Studies at Rice 
University’s Baker Institute for Public Policy, agreed with the analysts that NS2 would 

ultimately be built, but she declined to predict when it might be completed because the 
tougher sanctions could lead to significant delays. “At this moment I think it’s not only 

a gas project, it becomes a matter of honor to make sure it’s built,” said Mikulska, an 

expert on the European energy market.  “I think Putin will do everything he can to 
build it,” she added. “That being said, if the [tougher] U.S. sanctions are put on a lot of 

the participating companies, that will create an issue…I wouldn’t be surprised if it’s 
finished, but definitely it will be more delayed and definitely it will be more costly.” 

Another major hurdle the project still needs to overcome is a European Union (EU) 

requirement for new pipelines to provide third-party access and to unbundle 
transportation from supply. NS2 has applied for a German waiver from the regulation, 

as the project is partly premised on the prospect of increasing energy security in 
Europe by reducing Russian gas transit through Ukraine, which in the past has been 

interfered with by the siphoning of supplies and by Ukrainian desires for higher transit 

fees. 

The EU and German courts have so far not supported the waiver request. As a result, 
the project could be delayed if Russia needs to partner with other entities to unbundle 

transportation and supply and provide third-party access, Mikulska said. She was 
surprised at the proposed tougher U.S. sanctions in light of the EU stance. She said 

she does not believe that U.S. legislators are solely motivated by a desire to help the 

financial prospects of U.S. LNG developers, as the U.S. government cannot control 
where American LNG would go or from where Europe would import it. But she 

acknowledged that even if Europe imports more LNG from Qatar and Russia, it could 
create more opportunities for U.S. LNG in other parts of the world. NS2 would run 

roughly along the path of the original 5.3 Bcf/d Nord Stream line from Germany to 

Russia, doubling capacity through the Baltic Sea and reducing reliance on Ukrainian 
transit. After it was evident that NS2 would be significantly delayed by the first round 

of U.S. sanctions, Russia and Ukraine last winter agreed on a new transit deal for about 
6.3 Bcf/d in 2020 that would step down to about 3.9 Bcf/d in 2021-24. “If NS2 is 

completed by year end, the 2.4 Bcf/d step down in Ukrainian volumes becomes a moot 

point, as the new conduit would backfill the loss and provide space for Russia to 
increase flows by an incremental 2.9 Bcf/d,” TPH said. 

Impact on U.S. LNG exports 

An additional 5.3 Bcf/d of low-cost Russian gas from NS2 would “surely overwhelm 

the European market,” McLean said, adding that the new volumes would likely 
displace existing sources of supply. Although Germany does not have LNG import 

facilities, gas flow to Germany from NS2 could still curb European LNG imports 
because of “knock-on effects,” McLean said. Germany has more than 770 Bcf of storage 

capacity, ranking it only behind Ukraine in European gas storage capacity, he added. 

Ukraine’s storage capacity is significantly larger at 1.1 Tcf. ”Excess supply from Russia 
being absorbed by storage in Germany would significantly hamper the ability for 

Europe to absorb excess LNG cargoes, predominantly from the U.S., as it has over the 
past two years,” McLean said. The United States must compete with other LNG 

suppliers to Europe such as Russia and Qatar. The United States briefly became the 
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top European supplier earlier this year, but Qatar has re-emerged as the top supplier 
and does not plan to slow deliveries despite high storage volumes, he said. 

“European storage is already in a precarious position requiring sustained cuts to U.S. 

LNG to avoid reaching capacity,” McLean added. Germany imports more than 90% of 
its gas supply, with most of those imports coming from Russia, followed by Norway 

and the Netherlands, he said. “With Europe no longer able to serve as a sink for excess 

LNG, attention will once again turn to Asia where a resurgence in gas demand would 
be key for U.S. LNG producers,” McLean said. Pipeline imports from existing sources, 

including Russian gas from other sources, would likely be among the first supplies to 
be displaced. In addition to reducing Ukrainian flows, Russia could also decrease flows 

through the 3.2 Bcf/d Yamal pipeline that traverses Poland, especially after Poland 

recently levied a fine against Russian state-controlled gas company Gazprom for not 
cooperating in an anti-monopoly investigation, McLean said. With low European gas 

prices making U.S. LNG exports to Europe a money-losing proposition compared with 
simply paying liquefaction fees of $2.25-$3/MMBtu to not take LNG, feed gas to the 

six U.S. LNG export plants has significantly dropped this year, consultancy RBN 

Energy LLC said Thursday. 

“Combined feed gas deliveries to the facilities hit a single-day peak of 9.5 Bcf/d in late 

January and averaged 8.6 Bcf/d that month and through the first quarter,” RBN 

analyst Sheetal Nasta said. She added that in May feed gas volumes declined to 6.4 
Bcf/d, or 67% of terminal capacity, as operators by then likely had been notified of 

cancellations for June liftings, particularly at Cheniere Energy Inc.’s Sabine Pass and 
Corpus Christi terminals. “In June, all six facilities together consumed only 3.9 Bcf/d 

on average, representing little more than 40% utilization, and in July to date, they’ve 

slipped still further to just 3.2 Bcf/d, down about 2 Bcf/d compared with this time last 
year,” Nasta said. Germany and the EU could push back against the proposed tougher 

sanctions as the United States has been viewed as meddling in their affairs, Mikulska 
told NGI. Countries such as Poland and Lithuania may support the tougher sanctions 

because they have historically suffered through their heavy reliance on Russian gas, 

she said. Poland and Lithuania both import U.S. LNG for their domestic needs, with 
the goal of distributing gas regionally. 

NS2 spokesperson Vasilyeva said the project would improve European energy 

security. “The long-term trends of the European market remain unchanged: the EU’s 
own gas production is expected to halve in the next fifteen years,” she said. “For 

example, the giant Groningen field in the Netherlands, which produced 54 billion 

cubic meters (Bcm) in 2013, will close in 2022. At the same time, European gas 
demand has been growing by 3% a year since 2014.” NS2 predicts Europe will have an 

import gap of up to 120 Bcm/year by the mid-2030s.  “This gap needs to be filled by 
LNG and piped gas from Russia through both existing and new infrastructure,” 

Vasilyeva said. “Fair competition between different gas suppliers and infrastructure is 

a necessary condition of a functioning market — and the intention of the European 
regulator.” 

Source: naturalgasintel.com; 10 July 2020 

 

 

https://www.naturalgasintel.com/implications-seen-for-u-s-lng-as-nord-stream-2-nears-finish-line/
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MARINE ENVIRONMENT 
A 'REGIME SHIFT' IS HAPPENING IN THE 

ARCTIC OCEAN, SCIENTISTS SAY 
- Stanford University 

Scientists at Stanford University have discovered a surprising shift in the Arctic Ocean. 

Exploding blooms of phytoplankton, the tiny algae at the base of a food web topped by 
whales and polar bears, have drastically altered the Arctic's ability to transform 

atmospheric carbon into living matter. Over the past decade, the surge has replaced 

sea ice loss as the biggest driver of changes in uptake of carbon dioxide by 
phytoplankton. 

The research appears July 10 in Science. Senior author Kevin Arrigo, a professor in 

Stanford's School of Earth, Energy & Environmental Sciences (Stanford Earth), said 
the growing influence of phytoplankton biomass may represent a "significant regime 

shift" for the Arctic, a region that is warming faster than anywhere else on Earth. The 

study centers on net primary production (NPP), a measure of how quickly plants and 
algae convert sunlight and carbon dioxide into sugars that other creatures can eat. 

"The rates are really important in terms of how much food there is for the rest of the 
ecosystem," Arrigo said. "It's also important because this is one of the main ways that 

CO2 is pulled out of the atmosphere and into the ocean. 

A thickening soup 

Arrigo and colleagues found that NPP in the Arctic increased 57 percent between 1998 
and 2018. That's an unprecedented jump in productivity for an entire ocean basin. 

More surprising is the discovery that while NPP increases were initially linked to 

retreating sea ice, productivity continued to climb even after melting slowed down 
around 2009. "The increase in NPP over the past decade is due almost exclusively to a 

recent increase in phytoplankton biomass," Arrigo said. Put another way, these 
microscopic algae were once metabolizing more carbon across the Arctic simply 

because they were gaining more open water over longer growing seasons, thanks to 

climate-driven changes in ice cover. Now, they are growing more concentrated, like a 
thickening algae soup. "In a given volume of water, more phytoplankton were able to 

grow each year," said lead study author Kate Lewis, who worked on the research as a 
Ph.D. student in Stanford's Department of Earth System Science. "This is the first time 

this has been reported in the Arctic Ocean." 

New food supplies 

Phytoplankton require light and nutrients to grow. But the availability and 
intermingling of these ingredients throughout the water column depend on complex 

factors. As a result, although Arctic researchers have observed phytoplankton blooms 

going into overdrive in recent decades, they have debated how long the boom might 
last and how high it may climb. 
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By assembling a massive new collection of ocean color measurements for the Arctic 
Ocean and building new algorithms to estimate phytoplankton concentrations from 

them, the Stanford team uncovered evidence that continued increases in production 
may no longer be as limited by scarce nutrients as once suspected. "It's still early days, 

but it looks like now there is a shift to greater nutrient supply," said Arrigo, the Donald 

and Donald M. Steel Professor in Earth Sciences. The researchers hypothesize that a 
new influx of nutrients is flowing in from other oceans and sweeping up from the 

Arctic's depths. "We knew the Arctic had increased production in the last few years, 
but it seemed possible the system was just recycling the same store of nutrients," Lewis 

said. "Our study shows that's not the case. Phytoplankton are absorbing more carbon 

year after year as new nutrients come into this ocean. That was unexpected, and it has 
big ecological impacts." 

Decoding the Arctic 

The researchers were able to extract these insights from measures of the green plant 

pigment chlorophyll taken by satellite sensors and research cruises. But because of the 
unusual interplay of light, color and life in the Arctic, the work required new 

algorithms. "The Arctic Ocean is the most difficult place in the world to do satellite 
remote sensing," Arrigo explained. "Algorithms that work everywhere else in the 

world—that look at the color of the ocean to judge how much phytoplankton are 

there—do not work in the Arctic at all." 

The difficulty stems in part from a huge volume of incoming tea-colored river water, 
which carries dissolved organic matter that remote sensors mistake for chlorophyll. 

Additional complexity comes from the unusual ways in which phytoplankton have 
adapted to the Arctic's extremely low light. "When you use global satellite remote 

sensing algorithms in the Arctic Ocean, you end up with serious errors in your 

estimates," said Lewis. 

Yet these remote-sensing data are essential for understanding long-term trends across 
an ocean basin in one of the world's most extreme environments, where a single direct 

measurement of NPP may require 24 hours of round-the-clock work by a team of 
scientists aboard an icebreaker, Lewis said. She painstakingly curated sets of ocean 

color and NPP measurements, then used the compiled database to build algorithms 

tuned to the Arctic's unique conditions. Both the database and the algorithms are now 
available for public use. The work helps to illuminate how climate change will shape 

the Arctic Ocean's future productivity, food supply and capacity to absorb carbon. 
"There's going to be winners and losers," Arrigo said. "A more productive Arctic means 

more food for lots of animals. But many animals that have adapted to live in a polar 

environment are finding life more difficult as the ice retreats." Phytoplankton growth 
may also peak out of sync with the rest of the food web because ice is melting earlier 

in the year. Add to that the likelihood of more shipping traffic as Arctic waters open 
up, and the fact that the Arctic is simply too small to take much of a bite out of the 

world's greenhouse gas emissions. "It's taking in a lot more carbon than it used to take 

in," Arrigo said, "but it's not something we're going to be able to rely on to help us out 
of our climate problem." 

Source: phys.org; 09 July 2020 

 

https://phys.org/news/2020-07-regime-shift-arctic-ocean-scientists.html
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‘ALIEN-LIKE’ CREATURE RESEMBLING E.T. 

DISCOVERED IN ANCIENT AREA OF PACIFIC 

SEAFLOOR 
- Mark Price 

 

A marine creature that resembles the alien E.T. has been found growing in a 
prehistoric area of eastern Pacific seafloor rock. The “E.T. sponge” has been classified 

as a new species and genus, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

said Thursday as it announced the discovery. The creature was found in “an 

extraordinary seascape” 7,875 feet down, where strange looking creatures appeared to 

be growing from the rocky seafloor, NOAA says. This “Forest of the Weird” — nearly 

850 miles southwest of Hawaii — included an “alien-like community” of glass sponges 
that appeared to look back at the deep sea explorers with pink faces, NOAA reported. 

 

“Rising high on a stalk, this sponge had a body with two large holes oddly reminiscent 

of the large eyes of the alien from the beloved movie, ‘E.T.: The Extra-Terrestrial,’” 

NOAA officials said in a release. The first reported sighting of the glass sponge was in 

2016, and credit for the find is going to scientist Cristiana Castello Branco, a 
postdoctoral researcher who analyzed a specimen’s skeleton and realized it was 

unknown to science. She officially named it Advhena magnifica, but everyone is calling 

it the “E.T. sponge.” “We usually try to associate the name to something unique about 

that species, or we can honor someone, the expedition name, or a locality,” Branco said 

in a release. “The shape of this sponge is reminiscent of an alien, like in the movies, 

with what looks like a long thin neck, an elongated head and huge eyes. Advhena is 
from the Latin advena, which means alien. ... While we haven’t ‘officially’ given it a 

common name in our paper, ‘E.T. sponge’ seems to fit.”  

 

Glass sponges are animals that typically attach themselves to hard surfaces, where they 

feast on “small bacteria and plankton,” NOAA says. A sample of the E.T. sponge was 

take during a five-hour deep sea dive at the Pigafetta Seamount in the eastern Pacific, 
NOAA says. The seamount is a flat-topped area of rock created by volcanic activity, 

NOAA reports. It is “quite old,” dating to the Cretaceous Period of 65.5 to 145.5 million 

years ago. 

 

Source: miamiherald.com; 10 July 2020 

 
 

GAS CURSE: MOZAMBIQUE’S MULTI-BILLION 

DOLLAR GAMBLE ON LNG 
- Leigh Elston in Maputo and Megan Darby 

 

https://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation-world/national/article244112122.html


Making Waves 

06-12 July 2020       
 

                                                                                    

29                                                                                                                                                
 

A decade after prospectors struck gas off Cabo Delgado, northern Mozambique, a 
consortium led by Total is signing contracts worth $16 billion to exploit it. One of the 

biggest investments in Africa, the project to extract, liquefy and export gas raises the 

hope of catapulting Mozambique, one of the poorest countries in the world, to middle 

income status by the mid-2030s. 

 

But it is a gamble, coming as the coronavirus pandemic hits gas demand and economic 
growth worldwide. The bet can only pay off on a dangerously overheated planet. High 

rollers from around the world are backing Total, including would-be climate 

champions. The UK is reportedly supporting the project through its export credit 

agency, even as it urges leaders to bring more ambitious climate pledges to the Cop26 

summit it hosts next year. The World Bank and International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

have given technical support and encouragement to the Mozambique government. 

Residents of the province have already had a taste of the perils of pegging the economy 
to a volatile commodity. “I expected to see the growth of job opportunities for local 

youth and the implementation of public and private infrastructure,” said Abudo 

Manana, a university student in the provincial capital Pemba. “This did not happen – 

quite the opposite. We are now watching a horror movie.” 

 

Since October 2017, an Islamic insurgency has killed at least 600 civilians and clashed 
with mercenaries that have been brought in, first from Russia, and then from South 

Africa, to support the Mozambican armed forces. Analysts see grievances around the 

unfulfilled promise of gas wealth as a driver of the violence. In Palma, the small town 

closest to the gas discovery, illiteracy levels are high and residents did not immediately 

understand the scale of the project. “Access to information was not exactly easy,” said 

Julio Ernesto, a representative of the Provincial Union of Peasants. “In the beginning, 
civil society was seen as an agitator and there were arrests and expulsions from 

meetings.” Families were moved from their homes and fields to make way for gas 

infrastructure, and have still not been given compensation or alternative land to farm. 

“They were given a basic basket of goods, but that only lasted six months, and now 

they have nothing,” Ernesto said. Young people were offered training, but no jobs at 

the end of it. There have been some improvements, Ernesto noted: a better road from 
Pemba to Palma, energy access and a hospital for the village of Quitupo. But that did 

not make up for the insecurity. “People say this gas brought a curse,” he said. Ali 

Hassane, a Palma resident, was told workers were needed and joined a short training 

course. Then the bosses “called their nephews” for jobs and he was left unemployed. 

He said: “We are no longer hopeful for the future.” 

 
The government remains bullish, forecasting revenues from the Rovuma Basin gas 

sector totalling $35 billion to $63.6 billion over the projects’ lifetimes. It is a prize that 

would tempt any country, not least one where nearly half the population lives in 

poverty. Abebe Aemro Selassie, the IMF’s director of the African department, told a 

national conference in November 2019: “LNG can be a game changer for economic 

transformation, development and inclusive growth, potentially lifting millions out of 
poverty if the right policies are put in place.” But there are no guarantees the wealth 

will materialise, nor that it will be shared equitably among Mozambicans. The public 

revenue forecasts are based on oil prices of $60-80 a barrel in the mid-2020s, rising 

to $80-150/bbl by 2050, according to a document from Mozambique’s Ministry of 
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Finance dated June 2018. Most of the gas supply contracts are indexed to global oil 
prices, rather than gas prices in the destination markets. In the wake of the coronavirus 

pandemic, oil prices slumped to around $37/bbl. Analysts and oil majors lowered their 

price forecasts. First BP, then Shell wrote down the value of their reserves by billions 

of dollars, based on assumed oil prices over the coming decades of $55 and $60/bbl 

respectively. Sources told Climate Home News the Total-led project needs an oil price 

of $50/bbl to break even. “From the government circles and almost all the 
Mozambique elite, natural gas is seen as a really important potential source of 

revenue,” said Jonathan Gaventa, senior associate at the think-tank E3G, who was 

living in Mozambique pre-pandemic. “The problem is, that is based on oil and gas 

prices that we may never see again.” The price uncertainty increases the further out 

you look. Under the government scenarios, cash flow to the public purse starts low in 

the mid-2020s and doesn’t ramp up until the mid-2030s. 

 
“Mozambique is being landed with a pretty serious debt burden for at least the next 15 

years, with a big question mark over whether these projects will ever cover their 

outlay,” Gaventa added. It depends, in large part, how serious world leaders are about 

tackling the climate crisis. The hydrocarbon industry has long promoted gas as a 

“transition fuel” to a clean economy, citing its lower carbon emissions than coal when 

burned. Total describes the fuel in its gas strategy as “the best option currently 
available for combating global warming while ensuring the world has access to the 

energy it needs”. It cites the International Energy Agency’s “sustainable development 

scenario”, in which gas consumption “will soar” to meet a quarter of global energy 

demand in 2040. But a growing body of research shows methane leaks during the 

extraction and transport process are worse for the climate than previously thought. 

And the carbon budget to hold global warming to 2C, the upper limit in the Paris 
Agreement, is running out. Collectively, governments are planning to extract 47% 

more gas by 2040 than is compatible with a 2C warming limit, the 2019 Production 

Gap report warned. 

 

The number of LNG terminals under construction doubled in the past year, driven by 

the US and Canada seeking new export markets for their gas, Global Energy Monitor 
reported. At least 11 major LNG terminal projects worldwide have stumbled since the 

coronavirus pandemic hit and oil and gas prices collapsed. Others had already stalled, 

in the face of organised opposition and challenging economics. “The economics of this 

[Mozambique] project are really unfavourable and it is remarkable that they are going 

ahead with it,” said James Browning, co-author of the Global Energy Monitor report. 

He accused the gas industry of taking advantage of “chaos” in Mozambique to push the 
deal through. The Mozambique case highlights how many financial institutions are 

entangled in fossil fuels – including some that aspire to climate leadership. Export 

credit agencies, which support domestic businesses operating abroad, play a key role. 

Six countries are understood to be supporting the Total-led deal through their export 

credit agencies: US, Japan, UK, Italy, Netherlands and South Africa. 

 
Announcing a $5 billion loan to the project in September 2019, US Exim Bank bragged 

it had elbowed Russia and China out of the deal. “The project now will be completed 

without their involvement and instead with ‘Made in the USA’ products and services. 

This is a win for our nation,” said Exim president Kimberly Reed. Japan’s support, 
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through two different agencies, forms part of an LNG spree. It is coupled with domestic 
policy to reduce reliance on nuclear power since the 2011 Fukushima disaster. The 

UK’s involvement is more surprising. As host of the next UN climate summit in 2021, 

it is urging countries to submit more ambitious climate pledges. These should 

ultimately align with the Paris Agreement goals to hold global warming “well below 

2C” and aim for 1.5C. “It shows that they don’t believe in the future they are selling,” 

said E3G’s Gaventa. “These investments are only going to pay back in a world where 
demand for fossil fuels is very high. In a 1.5C world, we already have more gas than we 

can burn.” Reuters reported last month that UK Export Finance (UKEF) will commit 

$800 million to the project, citing an anonymous source. At time of publication, that 

had not been confirmed. A spokesperson declined to comment. 

 

It would be a bigger investment than anything UKEF supported in 2019 and 14 times 

UK aid spending in Mozambique. UK government sources said it was the subject of an 
inter-departmental controversy, with the business and energy department objecting 

on climate grounds. There was talk of using carbon offsetting to paper over the 

contradictions, but that brings its own problems. It is hard to reliably estimate 

emissions from the end consumer and the offsetting bill for the UK share would run 

into hundreds of millions of pounds. The World Bank announced in 2017 it would end 

direct support to oil and gas extraction by 2019. Yet it continues to offer technical 
assistance to governments opening up for exploration, with the stated aim of 

improving governance. The priority appears to be attracting private investment, 

Urgewald campaigner Heike Mainhardt told Climate Home News. Success is 

measured by how fast permits are issued, not whether the public benefits. 

 

In Mozambique, two law firms contracted by the Bank to work for the government also 
advised oil companies involved in the Rovuma Basin. The law firms, SNR Denton and 

Hunton Andrews Kurth, were in a position to secure tax breaks and government 

guarantees for clients including Total and Exxon Mobil, respectively. “It is, to me, a 

blatant conflict of interest,” said Mainhardt. A spokesperson for the World Bank said: 

“The World Bank takes conflict of interest allegations seriously. We are assessing these 

allegations and will report back our findings and recommendations as per World Bank 
procedure.” Even Total has climate goals, aiming to become carbon neutral by 2050, 

in line with EU targets and the Paris Agreement. Conveniently, though, outside Europe 

the target only applies to operational emissions, not the carbon dioxide generated 

when customers burn the gas. Total responded to emailed questions after initial 

publication, attaching written responses to the shareholders from the 2020 AGM, who 

raised many of the same issues. 
 

The oil company insisted there had been “no forced displacement” of communities, 

but that 186 households had been resettled in Quitunda, a newly built village due to be 

finished in 2021. Total said it had appointed 20 “community liaison officers” and set 

up a phone hotline to handle local grievances. Total denied the insurgency in the 

region was “in any way connected with the gas projects”. Justiça Ambiental, a branch 
of Friends of the Earth, is one of the most vocal opponents of the project in 

Mozambique. Daniel Ribeiro, a campaigner with the NGO, pointed to the experience 

of other African countries. “The history clearly shows that the extractive industry on 

the continent contributes little or almost nothing to the economy mainly due to 
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corruption,” he said. “It is a small group of people who benefit from the 
implementation of these projects, while the public remains in misery.” 

 

This article was updated after publication to incorporate responses from Total. 

 

Source: climatechangenews.com; 10 July 2020 

 
 

NEW STUDY SHOWS GOLD MINING IN THE 

AMAZON IS LEECHING NITROGEN OUT OF THE 

SOIL, RAISING MERCURY CONCENTRATIONS 

AND STOPPING NEW TREES FROM GROWING 

FOR YEARS 
- Michael Thomsen 

 

Deforestation is threatening the Amazon rainforest both from above and below 

ground.  A new study from researchers at the University of Leeds has found that gold 

mining in the Amazon leeches nutrients from the soil and pollutes the surrounding 

area with mercury. According to the team, sites of former gold mines saw some of the 

lowest forest recovery rates ever recorded in rainforest terrain, and some former sites 
remained unable to grow new trees for up to four years after the mines closed. 'This 

study shows that tropical forests are strongly impacted by mining activities, and have 

very little capacity to re-establish themselves following mining,' University of Leeds's 

Michelle Kalamandeen told the university's news blog. 

 

For the study, the team focused on an area called the Guiana Shield, where some 90% 
of the total deforestation in the Amazon has taken place. The Guiana Shield spans 

Guyana, Suriname, French Guiana, Venezuela, parts, of Colombia, and parts of Brazil. 

Deforestation related to mining in the Guiana Shield is responsible for the loss of more 

than two million tons of carbon stored in trees each year.  In ground samples around 

former mining sites, the team found mercury concentrations that were up to 250 times 

higher than normal. Grounds samples also had much lower amounts of nitrogen than 
normal, an important nutrient that helps fuel plant and tree growth. 'Not only does 

this have serious consequences for our battle against global warming by limiting 

Amazonian forests’ ability to capture and store carbon, but there is also a larger 

implication of contaminating food sources especially for indigenous and local 

communities who rely on rivers,' Kalamandeen said. Mining operations currently 

affect more than 500,000 square miles of the Amazon, and the team called for better 
enforcement of laws protecting the rainforest and better safety standards for the 

mining industry. 

 

'Active management and enforcement of laws is clearly needed to ensure recovery and 

to safeguard communities and there are methods available, such as replacing the soil 

https://www.climatechangenews.com/2020/07/10/gas-curse-mozambiques-multi-billion-dollar-gamble-lng/
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using the overburdens at abandoned sites,' Kalamandeen said. 'But there is an urgent 
need for large-scale recovery management to be tested and implemented.' 'We could 

be facing a race against the clock.' 

 

Source: dailymail.co.uk; 10 July 2020 

 

 

EURO PARLIAMENT ENVIRONMENT 

COMMITTEE VOTES TO INCLUDE SHIPPING 

CO2 IN EU ETS; SHIPPING INDUSTRY TO 

CONTRIBUTE TO CLIMATE NEUTRALITY 
 

The Environment Committee of the European Parliament voted to include CO2 

emissions from the maritime sector in the EU Emissions Trading System (ETS). The 

European Commission had put forward a proposal to revise the EU system for 

monitoring, reporting and verifying CO2 emissions from maritime transport (the “EU 

MRV Regulation”) and to bring it in line with new obligations under International 
Maritime Organisation (IMO) to monitor emissions from 2019 and report in 2020. In 

the legislative report approved (62 votes to 3 and 13 abstentions), the EP Environment, 

Public Health and Food Safety Committee welcomed the proposal but wanted to see 

more ambition and voted to include ships of 5000 gross tonnage and above in the EU 

Emissions Trading System (ETS). 

 
In addition, MEPs say that market-based emissions reduction policies are not enough, 

so they also introduced binding requirements for shipping companies to reduce their 

annual average CO2 emissions per transport work, for all their ships, by at least 40% 

by 2030. The committee calls for an “Ocean Fund” for the period from 2023 to 2030, 

financed by revenues from auctioning allowances under the ETS, to make ships more 

energy-efficient and to support investment in innovative technologies and 
infrastructure, such as alternative fuel and green ports, to decarbonize the maritime 

transport sector. 20% of the revenues under the Fund shall be used to contribute to 

protecting, restoring and efficiently managing marine ecosystems impacted by global 

warming. 

 

MEPs agree that it is important to align the EU and International Maritime 
Organization (IMO) reporting obligations, as proposed by the Commission. However, 

they believe there is insufficient progress in the IMO and ask the Commission to 

examine the overall environmental integrity of the measures decided upon by the IMO, 

including the targets under the Paris Agreement. A global ambitious agreement on 

GHG emissions from shipping is urgently needed, they add. Next steps. When adopted 

by the Plenary, which should happen during 14 - 17 September session in Strasbourg, 
Parliament will be ready to start negotiations with member states on the final shape of 

the legislation. Background. Maritime transport remains the only sector with no 

specific EU commitments to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Global shipping 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-8494749/New-study-shows-gold-mining-stripping-nitrogen-soil-Amazon.html
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activity emits significant amounts of GHG emissions, estimated to be around 2-3% of 
total global GHG emissions. This is more than the emissions of any EU member state. 

In 2015 in the EU, 13% of the overall EU greenhouse gas emissions came from the 

transport sector. 

 

Source: greencarcongress.com; 08 July 2020 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.greencarcongress.com/2020/07/20200708-ep.html
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GEOPOLITICS 
 

CHINA WILL PUNISH BRITAIN FOR DEFYING 

ITS WILL. WE NEED ALLIES TO HOLD THE 

LINE 
- Steve Tsang 

The UK and the People’s Republic of China make an odd couple. In the “golden era” of 

bilateral relations, ushered in by David Cameron, the UK welcomed Chinese 

companies to invest in critical infrastructure such as 5G and nuclear power plants. But 
the Chinese ambassador has now threatened Britain with dire consequences if the 

government were to act upon its more recent second thoughts. Should we take the 
ambassador’s threat seriously? Yes. When the Australians raised issues about Chinese 

interference in their politics Beijing responded by restricting imports from Australia. 

When Canada allowed its courts to deal with a US extradition request against the 
daughter of Huawei’s founder for a criminal offence, Beijing held two Canadian 

citizens hostage. Are such reprisals used only against other countries and not the UK? 
History provides a clear warning. Britain was the first major western democracy to 

recognise the People’s Republic, in January 1950, less than three months after its 

foundation. That good will was not reciprocated and the British chargé d’affaires was 
treated as the “representative to negotiate for the establishment of diplomatic 

relations” – a supplicant. Beijing only established full diplomatic relations with the UK 
in March 1972, after the US president, Richard Nixon, visited China. 

In the early 1950s, British investments in China, greater in value than its investments 

in Hong Kong, were expropriated, and British companies with operations in China 
were forced to remit significant additional sums to secure the safe return of UK 

workers employed there. In 1967, as the Communist party engulfed China in the 

Cultural Revolution, British diplomats were physically assaulted and the Reuters 
journalist Anthony Grey was incarcerated in Beijing for more than two years. Among 

the western great powers, then, the UK was the first to engage positively with the 
Chinese government under the Communist party. However, it also turned out to be 

the one most harshly treated before Deng Xiaoping introduced the policy of “reform 

and opening up” at the end of the 1970s. The Communist party’s preparedness to act 
tough on the UK far predates President Xi Jinping. How, then, should we understand 

ambassador Liu Xiaoming’s warning about the British offer of a pathway to citizenship 
to the British nationals overseas (BNOs) in Hong Kong? 

BNOs are people who were born in the Crown colony of Hong Kong before 1 July 1997. 

They are British nationals by birth, though without the right of abode in the UK. No 

one born in Hong Kong after it became a Chinese special administrative region is 
entitled to BNO status. Thus, the latest British offer does not apply to Hongkongers 
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who were born Chinese citizens (post 1997). If BNOs who choose to come, live and 
work in the UK do so for five years without being a charge on the public purse, they 

will be able to apply for UK citizenship. According to Liu, the British offer is an 
interference in China’s domestic affairs and one that will be met with consequences. 

But why should a British offer to end the less advantageous treatment of a group of 

British nationals be grounds for retaliation by China? Would it be defensible for the 
UK to threaten China if Beijing announced a policy to accord its Uighur minority the 

same citizenship rights as its majority Han population? 

How then should we understand Liu’s offer of friendship to the UK? We should 
recognise it for what it is. He has offered friendship as long as the UK embraces terms 

laid down by Beijing, reminiscent of China’s treatment of the UK’s initiative to 

establish diplomatic relations in the 1950s. It means that we must allow Huawei to 
build up to 35% of our 5G infrastructure and we are not allowed to change our mind. 

However, there will be no level playing field between companies, institutions and 
individuals operating in each other’s territory. While China insists Huawei be allowed 

to build our critical infrastructure, no British company will be permitted to do 

anything comparable in China. 

Likewise, we shall continue to host Confucius Institutes on British university 

campuses, under the supervision of China’s propaganda department, while accepting 

that British universities with branches in China will not be allowed to teach 
constitutional democracy, universal values, civil society, or even free and independent 

journalism. It also means that we must ignore British law, under which the UK has an 
obligation to the people of Hong Kong under the Sino-British joint declaration – an 

international treaty registered at the United Nations and valid until 2047 – simply 

because Beijing has decided it is a historical relic. 

It would be wrong for the UK to forsake positive engagement with China. We have 
never treated the People’s Republic as an enemy and should not do so now. Nor should 

we abandon our basic values as we engage with China. No amount of trade and 
investment can justify abandonment of our commitment to the rights and dignity of 

the individual, the rule of law and democratic principles. The reality remains that 

upholding our values will result in the UK being punished by China, whose foreign 
policy aims to make the world safe for authoritarianism – a world in which the 

Communist party’s hold on power in China cannot be challenged. To face this reality, 
we must work with our democratic allies to form a united front. Chinese threats to 

inflict economic pain on an individual democracy become hollow if we all hold the 

same line and do not allow Beijing to divide and rule. 

Source: theguardian.com; 12 July 2020 

  

U.S. FORMALLY WITHDRAWS FROM WHO AS 

CORONAVIRUS CASES CONTINUE TO SPIKE: 

REPORTS 
- Amanda Conolly 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/jul/12/china-will-punish-britain-for-defying-its-will-we-need-allies-to-hold-the-line
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The United States has formally submitted its withdrawal from the World Health 
Organization amid a continuing spike in domestic cases of the coronavirus, American 

reports state. Both CBS News and The Hill cite American officials in their reports that 
the U.S. has submitted its withdrawal paperwork to United Nations Secretary-General 

Antonio Gutteres. The CBS News report says the withdrawal will take effect on July 6, 

2021, while the report from The Hill says it will take effect on Monday. U.S. Democratic 
Senator Bob Menendez also tweeted that Congress has received that notification. 

The withdrawal follows through on a threat by U.S. President Donald Trump earlier 

this year and comes as the country continues to see tens of thousands of new 
coronavirus cases each day. The death toll in that country exceeds 130,800 individuals. 

Another 2.9 million have been infected, according to a tally by Johns Hopkins 

University. Trump had threatened to make a temporary freeze on U.S. funding for the 

WHO permanent in May unless “substantive improvements” are made to the 
international organization. Trump had also said at the time that unless those 

improvements were made, he would reconsider American membership in the WHO 
all together. The WHO has come under heavy criticism over its handling of the 

coronavirus pandemic. Much of that criticism centres on the organization’s reliance 
on Chinese coronavirus data and its early praise of that regime’s response to the 

emerging crisis even as WHO officials privately expressed frustration with the lack of 

information sharing about the disease spread. As the Associated Press reported in 
June, WHO officials praised China’s handling in a bid to try to get it to share more 

information amid fears that what was being provided wasn’t enough to let health 
officials do proper planning or response. 

Source: globalnews.ca; 07 July 2020 

 

LIBERIA: CHINA BOOSTS 14 MILITARY 

HOSPITAL WITH OVER US$3M WORTH OF 

ASSORTED DRUGS, EQUIPMENT 
BARCLAY TRAINING CENTER – The Government of the Peoples’ Republic of 
Chinese has turned over three million United States Dollars’ worth of drugs and 

equipment to the Ministry of National Defense for use by the 14 Military Hospital, 
located in Margibi County. Speaking during the turning-over ceremony at the 14th 

Military Hospital, a representative of the Chinese Embassy near Monrovia, Senior 

Colonel Ham Xiao lauded the government of Liberia for being farsighted in 
constructing the military hospital for use by the Liberian military and other sectors of 

the Liberian society. He recounted the strong relationship subsisting between Liberia 
and China. He said his Country was pleased to identify with the people of Liberia 

during this difficult period. 

Items donated include two Intensive Care Unit ambulances, medical devices, 

laboratory equipment, emergency department equipment, obstetrics equipment, 
surgical equipment and out-patient equipment. Senior Colonel Xiao asserted that in 

https://globalnews.ca/news/7148969/us-who-withdrawal/
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the face of the break of the novel COVID-19, which took the entire world by surprise, 
the Chinese Government has put people’s life and health first, including foreign friends 

who are currently studying or working in China, adding that “Through hard work and 
painful sacrifice, the Chinese people have basically controlled the spread of the virus 

in China and also have guaranteed the safety of the AFL soldiers who now study in 

China.” He pledged the Chinese Government unflinching support and assistance to the 
professional development of the AFL, which he believes will enhance the already 

existing traditional friendship and cooperation between China and Liberia. He further 
stated that his government will provide more study opportunities to the AFL in the 

field of medicine. Receiving the donation, the Minister of National Defense, Major 

General Daniel D. Ziankahn, Jr., (Rtd) on behalf of the Commander-in-Chief of the 
AFL, President George M. Weah, thanked the Government of the Peoples’ Republic of 

China for its continual support to the AFL and Liberia in general. He further assured 
the Chinese Government through its representative that the supplied will be used for 

the intended purpose. 

Source: frontpageonlineafrica.com; 06 July 2020 

 

AFTER SHOW OF MILITARY MIGHT, CHINA 

OFFERS TO RESTART S. CHINA SEA TALKS 
- Ralph Jennings 

TAIPEI, TAIWAN - China has agreed to restart talks with worried Southeast Asian 

countries on a maritime code of conduct to restore its image abroad after COVID-19 
and months of reminders that it’s the waterway’s most militarily powerful country.  

Beijing said July 1 in a consultation with Southeast Asian leaders that it would resume 

negotiations on a code, pending since 2002, that would help ships avoid mishaps and 
resolve any accidents in the vast, crowded South China Sea. China and its negotiation 

counterpart the 10-member Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) has 
shunned the topic so far this year. Both sides grappled instead with the COVID-19 

outbreak, which cast wary eyes on China as the disease’s origin.  

Also in the first half of the year, China flew military planes at least eight times over a 
corner of the sea near Taiwan and sent survey ships to tracts of the waterway claimed 

by Malaysia and Vietnam. Last week it held South China Sea military exercises with an 

apparent focus on amphibious assaults.  “I think that the reason why China is offering 
the talks is because it feels very confident that it’s in a position of strength and it can 

shape the direction or the trajectory of the discussions and its counterparts are not in 
a strong position, because of coronavirus (and) because they haven’t any assets in the 

seas,” said Stephen Nagy, a senior associate professor of politics and international 

studies at International Christian University in Tokyo.  ASEAN members Brunei, 
Malaysia, the Philippines and Vietnam claim parts of the 3.5 million-square-kilometer 

sea. China and Taiwan claim nearly all of it. Rival claimants value the waterway for its 
fisheries, shipping lanes and fossil fuel reserves.  After doing little on the code for 

years, China and ASEAN agreed in 2017 to work on it again. Chinese Premier Li 

Keqiang estimated in 2018 the code could be wrapped up by 2021, but last year 

https://frontpageafricaonline.com/news/liberia-china-boosts-14-military-hospital-with-over-us3m-worth-of-assorted-drugs-equipment/
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Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi said via state media that it could happen even 
sooner.  The COVID-19 outbreak, which hit China in February before coursing into 

Southeast Asia, has blocked progress on a code year to date, analysts believe. The last 
talks took place in October.  

China’s recent military activities and previous land reclamation for artificial islands in 

the sea give it more bargaining power as well as tarnishing its image elsewhere in Asia, 

scholars believe. Southeast Asian claimants particularly resent China for adding an 
estimated 3,000 acres of landfill into the sea and using some newly created islets for 

military installations. TAIPEI, TAIWAN - China has agreed to restart talks with 
worried Southeast Asian countries on a maritime code of conduct to restore its image 

abroad after COVID-19 and months of reminders that it’s the waterway’s most 

militarily powerful country.  

Beijing said July 1 in a consultation with Southeast Asian leaders that it would resume 
negotiations on a code, pending since 2002, that would help ships avoid mishaps and 

resolve any accidents in the vast, crowded South China Sea.  China and its negotiation 
counterpart the 10-member Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) has 

shunned the topic so far this year. Both sides grappled instead with the COVID-19 
outbreak, which cast wary eyes on China as the disease’s origin.  Also in the first half 

of the year, China flew military planes at least eight times over a corner of the sea near 

Taiwan and sent survey ships to tracts of the waterway claimed by Malaysia and 
Vietnam. Last week it held South China Sea military exercises with an apparent focus 

on amphibious assaults.  “I think that the reason why China is offering the talks is 
because it feels very confident that it’s in a position of strength and it can shape the 

direction or the trajectory of the discussions and its counterparts are not in a strong 

position, because of coronavirus (and) because they haven’t any assets in the seas,” 
said Stephen Nagy, a senior associate professor of politics and international studies at 

International Christian University in Tokyo.  

ASEAN members Brunei, Malaysia, the Philippines and Vietnam claim parts of the 3.5 
million-square-kilometer sea. China and Taiwan claim nearly all of it. Rival claimants 

value the waterway for its fisheries, shipping lanes and fossil fuel reserves.  After doing 

little on the code for years, China and ASEAN agreed in 2017 to work on it again. 
Chinese Premier Li Keqiang estimated in 2018 the code could be wrapped up by 2021, 

but last year Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi said via state media that it could 
happen even sooner.  The COVID-19 outbreak, which hit China in February before 

coursing into Southeast Asia, has blocked progress on a code year to date, analysts 

believe. The last talks took place in October.  China’s recent military activities and 
previous land reclamation for artificial islands in the sea give it more bargaining power 

as well as tarnishing its image elsewhere in Asia, scholars believe. Southeast Asian 
claimants particularly resent China for adding an estimated 3,000 acres of landfill into 

the sea and using some newly created islets for military installations. 

The code of conduct represents a chance for rivals to cooperate as well as head off 

accidents. Filipino and Vietnamese fishing boats have sunk after run-ins with Chinese 
vessels over the past year. In 1974 and 1988, Vietnamese sailors died in clashes with 

the Chinese.  
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But talks are expected to be tough, possibly leading to a deal without a clear geographic 
scope and lacking an enforcement mechanism, analysts believe. Either element could 

imply that no one country has a full sovereignty claim, a blow to governments facing 
nationalist populations at home.  “It’s already 2020 and they still haven’t got to the 

meat of (the code) really,” said Jay Batongbacal, international maritime affairs 

professor at University of the Philippines. “We could end up with another very general 
document.”  But he said the parties feel pressured to come up with some kind of code, 

eventually. “They have no choice but to keep on trying to negotiate this thing, it’s the 
only thing going between ASEAN and China and for either one to call it off completely 

would be seen as a failure,” Batongbacal said. 

Source: voanews.com; 08 July 2020 
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