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MARITIME SECURITY 
 

IMSC HOLDS VIRTUAL CHANGE OF 

COMMAND CEREMONY 

 

MANAMA, Bahrain – The International Maritime Security Construct (IMSC) 

headquarters held a change of command ceremony between two British officers at 
Naval Support Activity, Bahrain April 30. 

The transfer of responsibility between the outgoing IMSC Commander, Commodore 

James Parkin and Commodore Rob Bellfield, both of the Royal Navy, took place online 

without meeting face to face, as part of the COVID-19 mitigation effort. 

“This change of command – taking place virtually due to social-distancing measures – 
is the most unique ceremony in which I have participated,” said Parkin. 

Parkin took command of the multinational IMSC coalition on Jan. 30, 2020, when the 

U.S. Navy turned over responsibility to the United Kingdom, and this ceremony 
represents the continuation of UK leadership. 

“Our coalition has grown since I took command,” said Parkin. “I expect that it will 

continue to grow. With increased membership comes greater influence over those who 
fail to respect the rule of international law, and over those who might want to interfere 

with the free flow of global trade.” 

Since being established in 2019, IMSC headquarters staff, assigned ships, and 
maritime patrol aircraft have all been working around the clock to ensure maritime 

security and to deter malign activity in the Middle East. 

“I have had the privilege to command a capable and diverse group of sailors, marines 

and airmen from many nations, who I not only have come to trust, but have also relied 
upon for the last three months,” said Parkin. “This team rose to this challenge of 

building the IMSC to what it is today. I have no doubt they will continue to hone this 
mission now that it is in the capable hands of my good friend Rob.” 

Bellfield, a surface warfare officer of more than 30 years’ experience, has commanded 

warships on operations around the world, was the executive officer of aircraft carrier 

HMS ARK ROYAL, the Deputy on the UKMCC staff in Bahrain from August 2013 to 
May 2014 and most recently commanded the Royal Navy’s Amphib and Frigate force 

in the Devonport Flotilla from August 2017 to April 2020. On arrival in the Middle 
East he remained in self-isolation for 14 days in line with the Kingdom of Bahrain’s 

COVID-14 mitigation rules. 
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“Providing reassurance to the merchant shipping community is paramount – 
especially during this unprecedented time of global pandemic,” said Bellfield after the 

ceremony. “Having worked in Bahrain from 2013 to 2014, it is a privilege and honour 
to return to take command of the IMSC and lead Task Force Sentinel. Our mission 

remains focused on supporting global trade; it is more important than ever to shine a 

light on illegal actions and uphold the Rule of Law on the High Seas.” 

Eight nations have joined IMSC since it formed in November 2019: Albania, Australia, 
Bahrain, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Lithuania, United Arab Emirates, United 

Kingdom, and the United States of America. 

The multi-national, British-led IMSC deploys ships and aircraft throughout the Middle 
East region as part of the international surveillance and detection effort enabling 

nations to work cooperatively to promote the free flow of commerce, deter threats to 

shipping, and enhance maritime domain awareness and surveillance in the Arabian 
Gulf, Strait of Hormuz, the Bab el- Mandeb Strait and the Gulf of Oman. 

Source: dvidshub.net; 30 April 2020 

 

JAPAN DEFENSE CHIEF IN TALKS WITH 

WESTERN COUNTERPARTS ON VIRUS 
- JIJI 

Defense Minister Taro Kono is stepping up talks with his European and U.S. 
counterparts out of concern that China may further increase its military and economic 

presence after the novel coronavirus pandemic subsides. 

His active diplomatic campaign comes at a time when the global crisis has been stalling 
Japan’s defense exchanges with other nations. 

In telephone talks on Tuesday, Kono and British Secretary of State for Defense Ben 

Wallace confirmed cooperation on the “free and open Indo-Pacific region” initiative. 

He also held recent phone talks with the defense ministers of the United States, France 
and Germany. 

Kono is seeking stepped-up cooperation with the West as China continues to 

demonstrate its military strength amid the health crisis. Recently, the aircraft carrier 

Liaoning and five other Chinese warships traveled back and forth between the islands 
of Okinawa and Miyakojima. 

The Vietnamese Foreign Ministry said earlier this month that a local fishing boat sank 

after being hit by a China Coast Guard ship near the Paracel Islands in the South China 
Sea. 

China has set up new administrative districts in the South China Sea that a senior 

Japanese defense official says represent an attempt to unilaterally change the area’s 
status quo by force. 

https://www.dvidshub.net/news/368856/imsc-holds-virtual-change-command-ceremony
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In addition, China has supplied face masks and other goods, and medical equipment 
mainly to countries participating in its “One Belt, One Road” initiative to help them in 

the fight against the novel coronavirus. 

Apparently with China in mind, countries in Europe are increasingly concerned about 
the possibility of major infrastructure companies in the region, such as 

telecommunications firms, being acquired amid the economic stagnation resulting 

from the pandemic. 

At a news conference Tuesday, Kono said he is talking with his foreign counterparts 
about how the epidemic will change the international order, showing his plans to hold 

more telephone talks with other countries. 

Source: japantimes.co.jp; 30 April 2020 

 

OPERATION SAMUDRA SETU'S PHASE TWO: 

INS JALASHWA RETURNS TO MALDIVES TO 

REPATRIATE INDIANS 
INS Jalashwa has returned to Male to repatriate stranded Indians under the second 
phase of 'Operation Samudra Setu', the Indian Navy said on Thursday. 

During the first phase of the operation between May 8 and May 12, INS Jalashwa and 

INS Magar repatriated 698 and 202 Indians, respectively, amid the coronavirus-
induced lockdown. 

"INS Jalashwa has returned to Male, Maldives to begin phase 2 of Operation Samudra 

Setu - repatriation of Indian nationals from foreign shores by sea," the Indian Navy 
said in a press release. 

INS Jalashwa with 700 Indians, including 100 women and children, will depart for 

Kochi on Friday night, it said. 

"The Indian nationals who have been manifested for evacuation will be screened 
medically, allotted IDs and their baggage sanitised before boarding the ship," the Navy 

said. 

'Operation Samudra Setu' of the Indian Navy is a part of the Vande Bharat Mission. 

Under the Vande Bharat Mission, Air India is operating 64 repatriation flights from 

May 7 to May 14 while the Navy has deployed two ships to bring back thousands of its 
nationals stranded abroad due to the lockdown. 

India has been under lockdown since March 25 to curb the spread of coronavirus, 

which has infected over 78,000 people and killed more than 2,500 persons in the 
country till now. 

Source: newindianexpress.com; 14 May 2020 

 

https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/04/30/national/taro-kono-coronavirus/#.Xr4lq0QzbIU
https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2020/may/14/operation-samudra-setus-phase-two-ins-jalashwa-returns-to-maldives-to-repatriate-indians-2143388.html
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U.S. NAVY MAINTAINS OPERATIONS IN 

WESTERN PACIFIC AS OTHER NAVIES SLOW 

DOWN 
- Dzirhan Mahadzir and Ben Werner 

The U.S. Navy is continuing to run missions to ensure freedom of navigation and show 
presence in the Western Pacific while other militaries are scaling back their operations 

amid COVID-19 concerns. 

A host of militaries in the region have called-off multi-nation exercises scheduled for 

this year and have claimed to scale back their military operations as a way of stopping 
the spread of COVID-19 through their ranks, according to several international navy 

officials. 

However, during the past few weeks, the U.S. Navy employed a strategy of keeping its 
warships operating while crews take appropriate measures the Navy believes will 

safeguard them from coming into contact with COVID-19 or spreading the virus. 

For example, Littoral Combat Ships USS Gabrielle Giffords (LCS-10) and USS 
Montgomery (LCS-8), which are both deployed to Singapore, have been limiting crew 

interactions with people on shore while in port and spending a significant amount of 

time at sea, Lt. Lauren Chatmas, a spokeswoman for Destroyer Squadron Seven 
(DESRON 7) in Singapore, told USNI News. 

“Our ships are enforcing social distancing, minimizing group gatherings, wearing 

personal protective equipment and have been conducting deep-cleaning stations twice 
a day. Quarterdeck watchstanders are screening anyone who walks aboard and 

referring sailors with symptoms for medical evaluation,” Chatmas said. 

Chatmas would not release a specific number of days the ships have been at sea, but 

both ships have recently been involved in recent operations intended to send a 
message to other nations in the Western Pacific. 

Last week, the Navy sent Montgomery and replenishment ship USNS Cesar Chavez (T-

AKE-14) to conduct a presence operation near Panamanian-flagged drillship West 
Capella. The Malaysian-state-owned Petronas hired West Capella to prospect in areas 

of the South China Sea claimed by both Malaysia and China, Greg Poling, a senior 
fellow for Southeast Asia and the director of the Asia Maritime Transparency Initiative 

at the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), told USNI News in an 

email. 

Montgomery and Cesar Chavez represent the third time the U.S. Navy visited West 
Capella, Poling said. Gabrielle Giffords operated near West Cappella a week earlier. In 

late April, guided-missile cruiser USS Bunker Hill (CG-52) sailed with the Royal 
Australian Navy frigate HMAS Parramatta (FFG-154) before joining the amphibious 

assault ship USS America (LHA-6) and guided-missile destroyer USS Barry (DDG-52) 

to conduct combined exercises in the area. 



Making Waves – COVID-19 Special Issue 

01-15 May 2020       
 

                                                                                    

7                                                                                                                                                
 

Such movements by U.S. and allied navy ships in the South China Sea are typically 
followed with statements from Chinese government officials condemning the 

operations. After Bunker Hill and Parramatta sailed near West Cappella, Senior 
Colonel Wu Qian, the director general of the Information Office inside China’s 

Ministry of National Defense, issued a statement during a regularly scheduled media 

briefing. 

“We pay close attention to and stay highly vigilant about the movements of the U.S. 
and Australian forces. For some time, some countries outside the region, such as the 

U.S. and Australia, have frequently carried out military activities in the South China 
Sea to strengthen their military presence in the region. This approach is not conducive 

to the security and stability in the South China Sea and we are firmly opposed to this. 

Facts have repeatedly proved that the U.S. is the biggest promoter of militarization in 
the South China Sea and a troublemaker for regional peace and stability,” he said, 

according to an official English language transcript of the briefing. 

“This is in relation to a standoff between Malaysia and China that has been ongoing 
since December,” Poling said. “The West Capella has been contracted by Malaysia’s 

state-owned Petronas for exploratory drilling on an area of the continental shelf 
claimed by both Malaysia and Vietnam.” 

China also claims vague historic rights, which are not recognized by international law, 

to all resources within the South China Sea. The result is for nearly six months, Chinese 

Coast Guard vessels have harassed West Capella and its supply ships, while Malaysian 
navy patrols have tried warning the Chinese ships to move on. Tensions ramped up in 

April, Poling said, when China deployed one of its state-owned survey ships “to 
illegally conduct its own oil and gas survey within Malaysian waters as a way of 

punishing Malaysia.” 

At the same time in the Philippine Sea, three submarines joined an advanced 

warfighting training exercise, U.S. 7th Fleet announced over the weekend. The exercise 
involved conducting maritime security operations, surface and subsurface combat 

scenarios. 

“A key element to our collective success is our ability to employ undersea warfare 
capabilities in support of multiple missions,” Rear Adm. Jimmy Pitts, the commander 

of Submarine Group Seven, said in a statement. 

“This is a Navy-wide effort, and as this exercise demonstrates, every 7th Fleet Task 
Force is fully invested in testing and improving our cross-community coordination. 

The seamless, unified operations between our warfare communities demonstrate a 

strength and professionalism that is only possible because of our routine training and 
engagement.” 

At the same time, several key military exercises in the region were canceled or 

indefinitely postponed because of COVID-19 concerns and travel restrictions placed 
on military personnel. 

The Five Power Defense Arrangement (FPDA), involving the United Kingdom, 

Australia, New Zealand, Malaysia and Singapore, called off exercise Bersama Shield 
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2020, scheduled to occur April 7 through April 14. Bersama Shield is a biannual FPDA 
exercise focused on air defense and involving air, sea and ground forces. 

The Washington State National Guard was sent home early from the bilateral 

Malaysian-U.S. staff exercise Bersama Warrior in the Malaysian capital of Kuala 
Lumpur. The exercise started on March 6, but U.S. personnel returned to the U.S. 

before Malaysia closed the country down on March 18 because of COVID-19 concerns. 

The exercises were to last until March 20. 

The Philippines postponed indefinitely the 2020 Western Pacific Naval Symposium 
and an accompanying International Fleet Review scheduled to be held in Manila from 

May 18 to May 22. During this event, the 21 member nations would be represented by 
their naval chiefs, along with observers from eight countries. 

Australia canceled the Pitch Black 2020 air exercise scheduled to be held between July 

24 and August 14 in Australia’s Northern Territory. The event would have included 
about 3,500 personnel and up to 120 aircraft from Australia, Canada, France, 

Germany, Indonesia, New Zealand, Singapore, Thailand, Malaysia, Republic of Korea, 

United States and Japan, which was making its debut at the exercise. 

The U.S. Marine Corps Forces Pacific, though, received an exemption from the 
Australian government to resume deploying to Australia. 

As for the annual Cooperation Afloat Readiness and Training (CARAT) exercise series 

and Pacific Partnership humanitarian assistance and disaster relief series, the Navy is 
still evaluating the risks and considering postponing or scaling back the exercises, Lt. 

Cmdr. Sean Riorden, a Navy spokesperson, told USNI news. 

“The Navy is taking proactive measures to limit the spread of COVID-19 and care for 
our personnel while remaining committed to doing the work of ensuring security for 

our friends, partners and allies,” Riorden said. “For events like CARAT 2020 and 

Pacific Partnership, that may mean postponing until a time when we can conduct 
meaningful exercises with minimum risk. We continue to evaluate the situation and 

work with partners and allies to make the best decisions possible.” 

Source: usni.org; 11 May 2020 

 

CHINA SAYS JAPANESE FISHING BOAT NEAR 

DISPUTED SENKAKUS WAS ILLEGAL 
Beijing said Monday it has an “inherent right” to patrol the waters near the disputed 

Senkaku Islands in the East China Sea, after a confrontation with a Japanese fishing 

boat in the area. 

The flash point islands — which are controlled by Japan, but also claimed by China, 
where they are known as the Diaoyu — are a point of ongoing tension between Tokyo 

and Beijing. 

On Friday, two Chinese ships chased away a Japanese fishing boat in the waters, before 
the Japan Coast Guard in turn ordered the Chinese vessels to leave. 

https://news.usni.org/2020/05/11/u-s-navy-maintains-operations-in-western-pacific-as-other-navies-slow-down
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The two Haijing ships, however, later crossed into the Japanese waters west of Uotsuri 
Island, one of the tiny uninhabited islets, at around 6:05 p.m. Saturday, the Japan 

Coast Guard’s 11th regional headquarters in Naha said. 

The two of Chinese coast guard ships later left Japanese territorial waters off the 
Senkakus on Sunday evening after staying in the area for about 26 hours, according to 

the Japan Coast Guard. 

Several patrol ships from the Japan Coast Guard had been deployed to safeguard the 

fishing boat, a spokesman said Sunday. 

But Beijing said Monday that the fishing boat was “illegally operating … in China’s 

territorial waters.” 

Foreign Ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian said the Chinese coast guard “tracked and 

monitored” the boat, asked it to leave, and then “resolutely responded to the illegal 
interference of the Japan Coast Guard vessel.” 

China lodged “solemn representations” with Japan over the incident, he said. 

“I would like to stress that the Diaoyu Island and its affiliated islands are China’s 

inherent territory,” said Zhao. 

“It is China’s inherent right to conduct patrols and law enforcement in waters off the 
Diaoyu Island.” 

Tokyo also lodged an official protest with Beijing over the incident, Japanese media 

reported. 

The Japanese government has long complained about China’s routine dispatch of its 
coast guard ships to waters surrounding the islands. 

Relations between Japan and China deteriorated in 2012 when Tokyo effectively 

nationalized some of the disputed islets and tensions still flare up over the issue. 

Zhao said Tokyo should “avoid creating new incidents on the Diaoyu Islands issue” in 
the future and urged Japan to concentrate on its fight against the new coronavirus and 

promote friendly relations with China. 

Source: japantimes.co.jp; 12 May 2020  

https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/05/12/national/china-japan-fishing-boat-senkakus-illegal/#.XsFqAEQzbIV
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MARITIME FORCES 
 

U.S. NAVY SHIPS OPERATE IN RUSSIA'S 

BARENTS SEA FOR FIRST TIME SINCE 1980S 
- Matthew Bodner 

MOSCOW — Four U.S. Navy ships entered the Barents Sea off Russia's northwestern 

Arctic coast Monday — the first time U.S. warships have operated in the area since the 

1980s — according to a statement Monday from the Navy's 6th Fleet. 

Although it is in international waters, the Barents Sea is Russia's naval backyard. The 

Northern Fleet, the heart of the Russian navy, is anchored in Severomorsk — tucked 

in a bay off the Barents Sea. 

On Tuesday, a spokesperson for the Navy told NBC News that while American ships 
have entered the area in the last few decades, Monday's move was the first time since 

the 1980s that the U.S. had conducted maritime security operations and asserted 
"freedom of navigation" in the Barents Sea. 

The Navy said it notified the Russian Defense Ministry on Friday of its intention to 

send ships into the Barents. Russia's military said in a statement Monday that 
"Northern Fleet assets are monitoring the activities of the NATO strike group." 

Military tensions between the U.S. and Russia remain high six years after Russia 

annexed Crimea from neighboring Ukraine. Even amid the COVID-19 epidemic, 

military messaging between the two sides has continued. 

Last week, Russia sent nuclear-capable bombers and submarine hunters on long-
distance patrols along Western borders. Two weeks ago, the U.S. accused Russia of 

testing an anti-satellite missile after Russia called for talks on limiting the deployment 
of weapons in outer space. 

The two sides are locked in disagreement over the future of nuclear arms control, with 

a major bilateral arms control treaty, New START, set to expire early in 2021. A 
decision on extending the treaty is required this year. 

In its statement Monday, the Russian Defense Ministry noted that the U.S. destroyers 

that entered the Barents Sea — the Porter, the Donald Cook and the Roosevelt — are 

armed with missile defense systems. 

The systems are a cornerstone of U.S.-Russian disagreements about nuclear arms 
control. Russia argues that the missile defense systems destabilize international 

security, and for years it has demanded that they be included in future arms control 
cuts. 
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The U.S. vessels are no stranger to the Russian navy, having frequently been involved 
in close encounters between U.S. and Russian forces in the Baltic and Black seas. The 

grouping was joined by a U.S. supply vessel and a U.K. frigate, the HMS Kent. 

All five of the ships participated in anti-submarine exercises in the Arctic over the 
weekend. 

The U.S. Navy has said Russian submarine activity in the region has returned to Cold 

War levels, and the Russian military has made it clear that new submarines are a key 

part of modernization plans. 

Source: nbcnews.com; 04 May 2020 

 

DEFENCE MINISTRY PATENTS LOW COST 

PPE DEVELOPED BY NAVY TO MOVE 

TOWARDS ITS MASS PRODUCTION 
- PTI 

The Indian Navy said on Thursday a low cost personal protective equipment (PPE) 

developed by it has been successfully patented by the Defence Ministry in a step 
towards its rapid mass production amid the coronavirus pandemic. 

"The low cost PPE has been developed by a doctor of Indian Navy, posted at the 

recently created Innovation Cell at Institute of Naval Medicine (INM), Mumbai. A pilot 

batch of PPEs has already been produced at Naval Dockyard in Mumbai," a statement 
issued by the Navy said. 

India has been reeling with the PPE shortage since the beginning of the pandemic. 

On Wednesday, around 100 doctors and paramedic staff of the SVP hospital in 

Ahmedabad went on a flash strike on the issue of lack of the PPE. 

The patent was filed by the Defence Ministry in association with the National Research 
Development Corporation (NRDC), an enterprise under the Ministry of Science and 

Technology, the Navy said. 

"In a major step towards rapid mass production of the medical PPE developed by the 
Indian Navy, a patent has been successfully filed by the Intellectual Property 

Facilitation Cell (IPFC) of Min of Defence, in association with National Research 

Development Corporation," it said. 

The PPE developed by the Navy is made of a special fabric which affords a high level 

of protection along with "high breathability" as against other PPEs available in the 

market and is, therefore, more suitable for use in hot and humid weather conditions 
as prevalent in India, the Navy said. 

It said the technology has also been tested and validated by a testing lab approved by 

the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR). 

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/u-s-navy-sends-ships-russia-s-barents-sea-first-n1199281
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Eligible firms, the Navy said, are being identified by the NRDC for taking up licensed 
production of the PPEs on a fast track. 

India has been under lockdown since March 25 to curb the spread of the novel 

coronavirus, which has infected more than 78,000 persons and killed over 2,500 in 
the country till now. 

Source: news18.com; 14 2020 

 

CHINA INCREASES POTENCY OF ANTI-
CARRIER CAPABILITIES 

- H I Sutton 

 
The Chinese Navy is building an incredible number of modern warships. New frigates, 

destroyers, cruisers and aircraft carriers will spearhead the world’s largest Navy. But 

hiding behind the vast shipbuilding program is another pillar of the Chinese Navy’s 
war-fighting capability; upgrading older warships with new weapons. These upgrades 

are less widely reported than the impressive new ships, but they are a significant factor 
in the Chinese Navy’s overall firepower. 

 

The first warship confirmed to be fitted with the YJ-12 supersonic anti-ship missile, 
dubbed a ‘Carrier Killer’ in some circles, is an older ship. 

 
The People’s Liberation Army Navy, or PLAN’s, sole Type-051B destroyer, Shenzhen, 

entered service 20 years ago. It was first seen with YJ-12s a couple of years ago, but 

only at the end of last year was it seen with a full complement of 16 missiles. Previously 
it had carried the ubiquitous YJ-83 missiles, generally analogous to the U.S. Navy’s 

Harpoon. Don’t be misled by the smaller number in the designation, the YJ-12 is a 
much newer missile than the YJ-83. The sea-skimming YJ-83 boasts an impressive 

range and is still considered an effective missile, but it lacks the strategic impact of the 

YJ-12. 
 

The YJ12’s speed and long range make it particularly difficult to counter. A volley of 
four, or even 16, missiles could pose a significant threat to even the most sophisticated 

air defense system. And it’s large warhead makes it potentially devastating, even to 

large warships like Aircraft Carriers. 
Accurate figures for the YJ-12 missile are hard to come by, but it is expected to have a 

maximum speed of up to 4 times the speed of sound, or Mach 4. It’s range is around 
160-220 miles and it packs a massive warhead of approximately 1,000 lbs. For context, 

the warhead is around 3 times larger than that of the NSM (Naval Strike Missile) which 

is likely to equip the U.S. Navy's new frigates. The Missile Defense Advocacy Alliance 
(MDAA) suggests that it can carry a 700 kiloton nuclear warhead. 

 
Initially the YJ-12 was only deployed as a large air-launched missile, carried by 

bombers and heavy jet fighters. Then in November 2018 a ground launched version 

https://www.news18.com/news/india/defence-ministry-patents-low-cost-ppe-developed-by-navy-to-move-towards-its-mass-production-2620303.html
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was revealed. Now older destroyers are being fitted with it. This greatly increases their 
relevancy in a peer-peer conflict scenario. 

 
As well as Shenzhen, the missile appears to be refitted to the PLAN’s Sovremenny class 

destroyers. The Sovremenny class are a Russian design, imported in the 1990s when 

China was upgrading its defense capabilities with Russian technology. Although the 
Sovremenny class are about the same size as Shenzhen, upgraded ships will only carry 

6 missiles compared to Shenzhen’s 16. Another type which may get the new missiles 
are the two Type-052 Luyang-I class ships. These currently carry 16 of the older YJ-

83s. 

 
The continued upgrade of China’s first generation of modern warships is less high-

profile than the new warships. And individually these older ships are unlikely to be as 
capable as the newer and larger types, but they change the overall picture. Armed with 

these new missiles they continue to pack a heavy punch. 

 
Source: forbes.com; 01 May 2020 

 

SURVIVING COVID-19 COULD DISQUALIFY 

YOU FROM MILITARY SERVICE 
- Kyle Mizokami 

The Pentagon is walking back a policy that would have permanently disqualified those 

diagnosed with COVID-19 from joining the armed forces. Earlier this week, a military 

memo stated that those “with a history” of COVID-19—meaning a positive diagnosis—
were barred for life from joining the military. Within hours, a new policy was 

announced that only bars those who sought treatment for the virus in a hospital, 
allowing those who were sickened and later recovered to enlist. 

The original memo was posted to social media on May 6. The memo was later 

confirmed by the Pentagon as genuine. 

The memo outlined new procedures for Military Entrance Processing Stations 

(MEPS), locations across the country that process potential recruits for the U.S. armed 
services. Under the guidelines, MEPS across the country would screen all newcomers 

for COVID-19 upon arrival. The screening, Military Times explains, would consist of 
“taking a temperature and answering questions about symptoms and potential 

contact.” 

If a potential recruit failed the screening, they would have had to go home but could 
return to MEPS again in fourteen days for another screening--if they didn’t have 

symptoms. A COVID-19 diagnosis at any point in a person’s life would be 

“permanently disqualifying” for military service. 

The memo prompted howls of disbelief on social media. As of May 7, the U.S. has had 
1.7 million COVD-19 cases, with 173,000 persons recovered. That number is expected 

to grow, and some scientists believe the pandemic could stretch well into 2022. 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/hisutton/2020/05/01/upgrades-increase-potency-of-chinese-navys-anti-carrier-capabilities/#2091cb437187
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The policy threatened to shrink what is already an unusually small pool of recruits for 
a country of 320 million. Seventy-one percent of Americans between the ages of 17 and 

24 are ineligible to join the military due to “obesity, lack of a high school diploma, or 
a criminal record.” Including the coronavirus on the list would only serve to make 

healthy people—who were only temporarily unhealthy—incapable of serving their 

country. 

Critics of the policy quickly pointed out that those in the military’s primary recruiting 
age group are the least affected by the virus. For example the aircraft carrier USS 

Theodore Roosevelt, manned mostly by people under the age of 30, had approximately 
1,000 sailors test positive for COVID-19. Of those 1,000 only nine were hospitalized 

and one died. Between February 1 and May 5 only 48 people between the ages of 15 

and 24 died of the coronavirus in the entire U.S. 

The day after the memo was released the Pentagon announced new guidelines. The 
new rules allow those with a COVID-19 diagnosis in their past to enlist so long as they 

were not admitted to the hospital. This is a much more reasonable policy, giving 
survivors a chance to enlist while barring those that experienced complications, which 

could include lung and other forms of organ damage. 

The U.S. Military has not operated during a pandemic for more than a century, the last 
being the 1918-1920 Spanish Influenza outbreak. The Pentagon is trying to keep the 

armed services manned to the greatest degree possible while protecting the force from 

COVID-19, and mistakes are inevitable. 

Source: popularmechanics.com; 08 May 2020 

 

ISS: COVID-19 MAKES SA’S MARITIME 

STRATEGY MORE COMPLEX AND MORE 

URGENT 

- Timothy Walker 

The long-term consequences of COVID-19 will make already difficult decisions about 

South Africa’s maritime security even more complex. A well-managed maritime sector 

is key to the country’s economic recovery from the pandemic, and its long-term 
growth. South Africa now needs to make hard choices about how to achieve this within 

the constraints forced on it by COVID-19. 

The process of drafting a National Maritime Security Strategy was well under way 
before the pandemic struck. It is coordinated by the Department of Transport, and 

must include contributions from over 20 departments and agencies involved in 

governance and enforcement at sea such as the South African Navy and the 
Department of Environment, Forestry and Fisheries. 

The strategy aims to show how South Africa can secure its waters, where particular 

actors have jurisdiction and over what, and current gaps in capacity and legislation. It 

https://www.popularmechanics.com/military/a32406836/covid-19-military-recruits/
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should also plan for integrating dispersed resources such as patrol vessels and 
operational budgets, to improve surveillance of the country’s coastline and waters. 

Fighting COVID-19 poses new dilemmas for South Africa, in addition to the existing 

challenge of policing one of the largest maritime zones in Africa, which lies astride one 
of the world’s most significant shipping lanes. As a result of the pandemic, South Africa 

will, among other things, have to ensure supply chain efficiency for itself and much of 

Southern Africa. 

SA polices one of Africa’s largest maritime zones, in one of the world’s key shipping 
lanes 

South African ports have a competitive edge thanks to their relatively sophisticated 

transport infrastructure and high maritime connectivity to the rest of the world. 
Harbours such as Durban, Cape Town and Port Elizabeth are vital national and 

regional gateways and handle most of the region’s imports and exports. 

Any reduction in supply chain efficiency caused by piracy or accidents could wreak 
economic havoc on the country and its neighbours. South Africa’s maritime strategy 

must dovetail with individual states’ plans in the region, as well as the Southern 

African Development Community and African Union maritime strategies. This gives 
South Africa’s Department of International Relations and Cooperation a significant 

role in shaping the strategy. 

South Africa must already fulfil numerous important international safety 
responsibilities, such as maritime search and rescue in the case of a ship sinking, and 

disaster response in the case of oil spills. The rapid decline in the oil price and the 
pressure to achieve economies of scale mean there could soon be more oil vessels 

passing around the Cape. Many oil vessels are also being put into use as floating 

storage. 

Another dilemma is the potential loss of most of South Africa’s naval capacity due to 
funding shortages that will make protecting its coastline and oceans difficult. The 

South African Navy warned last year that it wouldn’t be able to properly maintain its 
fleet of four frigates and three submarines by 2022/23. Although three new inshore 

patrol vessels will be acquired by 2023 under Project Biro, these are replacements for 

its aged offshore patrol vessels and won’t increase the size or range of the navy. 

COVID-19 means SA must ensure supply chain efficiency for itself and much of 
Southern Africa 

The diversion of government spending towards the health and economic costs of 

COVID-19 will probably lead to more reductions in operational budgets for the 
foreseeable future. This means finding other ways to improve coastal protection as the 

navy won’t be able to operate far from its shores. This would represent a significant 
shift in priorities as some of South Africa’s strategic interests and critical areas of 

vulnerability lie far offshore and overseas. 

South Africa’s presence in the Mozambique Channel for example is not simply about 

fighting piracy. Almost all its oil imports are shipped through the channel. Since 2011, 
South Africa has intermittently deployed its navy and air force here as part of 



Making Waves – COVID-19 Special Issue 

01-15 May 2020       
 

                                                                                    

16                                                                                                                                                
 

Operation Copper – an anti-piracy patrol to prevent attacks on ships carrying its 
economically crucial cargo. 

For the past two months a ship has yet to take up station in the seas off Pemba and 

Cabo Delgado province in Mozambique, owing to some restrictions on naval 
operations as part of South Africa’s COVID-19 response. Yet South Africa might need 

to consider sending a vessel there to help prevent violence spreading from land into 

the sea lanes in the Mozambique Channel. 

This is because worsening violence in the Cabo Delgado province could delay the 
opening up, extraction and export of natural gas from Mozambique. South African 

banks such as Standard Bank and global energy conglomerates such as Total SA are 
investing billions of US dollars into developing this industry, yet its very existence is 

imperilled by the ongoing violence. 

The rapid oil price drop means there could soon be more oil vessels passing around 
the Cape 

South Africa is likely to become increasingly dependent on these gas fields for its 

energy security. Transnet is planning a multimillion-dollar liquefied natural gas 

storage and regasification terminal at Richards Bay port. The terminal is scheduled to 
begin operating by 2024 – around the same time that SASOL expects to face supply 

constraints at its maturing Temane and Pande fields. These new natural gas imports 
are supposed to more than make up for the future unavailability of existing deposits. 

The dilemmas of how to provide adequate offshore patrolling are unlikely to be 

resolved by increased defence expenditure alone. The debt from fighting COVID-19 is 
likely to constrain South Africa’s spending on maritime security, probably through 

freezing any further large capital acquisitions. 

The National Maritime Security Strategy must show how maritime security isn’t just 

another burden on South Africa’s economy. According to the Medium Term Strategic 
Framework 2019-2024, South Africa intends to conduct four coastal patrols annually 

and for the proposed Border Management Authority to perform a coastguard role. The 
maritime strategy needs to clarify whether this can still be achieved, and if so how. 

The challenges of dealing with COVID-19 in the year that a new maritime strategy was 

to be finalised presents a Catch-22 for those involved. The strategy process shouldn’t 

be rushed. The means must be found to deliver an effective and secure maritime sector, 
which could in turn anchor South Africa’s economic recovery and future growth. Work 

must begin now to craft the best possible maritime strategy for the country. 

Source: defenceweb.co.za; 05 May 2020  

https://www.defenceweb.co.za/security/maritime-security/iss-covid-19-makes-sas-maritime-strategy-more-complex-and-more-urgent/
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SHIPPING, PORTS AND 

OCEAN ECONOMY  
 

FLOATING TANKER FLOTILLA TO REMAIN IN 

PLAY AS CONDITIONS FAVOR MORE CRUDE 

STORAGE 
- Nikos Roussanoglou 

About 70 laden VLCCs remain stationary for at least 4 weeks, prove that the contango 

“play” in the crude tanker market is very much at play. In its latest weekly report, 

shipbroker Gibson said that “in recent weeks reports about floating storage have 
featured in the international press. In the 2nd half of April Reuters reported that oil 

held in tanker floating storage reached at least 160 million barrels, including 60 
VLCCs, up massively from levels witnessed just a couple of months ago. There is 

nothing new about floating storage, which we classify as vessels laden and stationary 

for at least a four week period. Back in 2015/16 up to 50 VLCCs were involved in crude 
floating storage, in part due to a contango play and partly due to Iranian sanctions. A 

storage flotilla was even more impressive in the 2nd half of 2009/early 2010, with 
tankers being used to store both crude and products. Back then, the number of vessels 

tied up in storage (from VLCCs down to LR1/Panamaxes) peaked at 131 units, with 

VLCC numbers being as high as 56 vessels at one point”. 

According to Gibson, “conditions for floating storage are favourable once again due to 
a massive imbalance between oil supply and demand. Currently, Gibson counts just 

over 70 laden VLCCs that have been stationary for at least four weeks. 20 of these 
tankers have international crude on board, 31 are Iranian (NITC) tankers, whilst the 

remaining VLCCs are involved in products storage, mainly dirty petroleum products 

around the Singapore area. In addition to these numbers, we also count 15 converted 
VLCCs (now FSOs) in permanent crude and products storage located around 

Indonesia and Malaysia. The number of VLCCs in international crude storage, which 
was almost nonexistent at the end of last year, increased notably in March and April. 

In contrast, the number of tankers involved in Iranian floating storage and products 
floating storage has barely changed in recent months”. 

“What is interesting to note though is an increase in a number of laden VLCCs being 

stationary between 1 and 4 weeks. AIS data shows that at present, around 20 VLCCs 

fall into this category, double the level seen in early April. Many of these tankers 
represent unexpected discharge delays due to quarantine measures; however, at least 
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some could be forced to store for an extended period due to logistical bottlenecks, such 
as ullage issues”, the shipbroker said. 

Gibson added that “apart from forced storage, there remains a potential for a contango 

play. This view is supported by significant increases in time charter activity, most 
notably when the contango widened significantly in March and April. Over the past 

two months around 80 VLCC time charter fixtures were reported, compared to just 13 

over the corresponding period last year. A 3 month spread in Brent futures peaked on 
21 April at around $9.75/bbl, supporting 3 month storage at $204,000/day on a VLCC 

before any profit margin for the trader is accounted for. Now the contango structure 
has softened substantially, as evidence started to build that May loading program out 

of the Middle East and Russia will be notably lower, whilst news about easing 

quarantine restrictions also offered some support to oil prices. At the time of writing, 
the 3 months spread stood at $2.23/bbl, supporting 3 month VLCC storage at 

$38,000/day. Although the contango is much weaker, so are VLCC spot rates. TD3C 
closed Friday at around WS58 for a modern vessel, equivalent to $54,000/day, but a 

lower rate could be achieved on a less competitive tanker, making a contango play 

potentially viable”. 

“However, crude futures are volatile and the pricing structure could change 

dramatically in the weeks ahead. When it comes to floating storage, the picture will 

continue to evolve. It remains to be seen how many tankers fixed for time charter 
business recently will actually be tied up in storage for an extended period of time. 

Similarly, with the spot market being at much lower levels, new opportunities to lock 
into a contango play could also emerge. Watch this space”, Gibson concluded. 

Source: hellinicshippingnews.com; 11 May 2020 

 

OIL TANKERS DRAG OUT SAILING TIMES AS 

SURPLUS SNARLS PORTS 
- Brian Wingfield, Jack Wittels and Firat Kayakiran 

When the supertanker New Vigorous arrived at the port of Antifer in northern France 

last Saturday, it made a small bit of maritime history. 

The vessel, laden with 2 million barrels of crude, became the first in almost two years 

to make the voyage from Saudi Arabia to northwest Europe via South Africa’s Cape of 

Good Hope -- a journey that takes almost twice the time as the usual route through the 
Suez Canal. Now at least two more supertankers are doing the same. 

As the coronavirus pandemic turns the oil market on its head, it’s also sending 

shockwaves through the shipping industry. From California to Gibraltar, tankers have 
piled up as suppliers deal with the largest glut the world has ever seen and ports have 

become congested. With storage options running out, fuel at historically low prices 

and the value of cargoes almost certain to rise in the future, some ships are taking rare 
voyages, often prolonging their routes until more favorable conditions arise. 

https://www.hellenicshippingnews.com/floating-tanker-flotilla-to-remain-in-play-as-conditions-favor-more-crude-storage/
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“Everyone is seeking to postpone the delivery of cargoes,” as storage fills up said Peter 
Sand, chief shipping analyst at industry group BIMCO. “Right now, in combination 

with very low fuel prices, it does make sense to bring ships around the Cape of Good 
Hope.” 

Two weeks after the New Vigorous set sail for France, another supertanker, the New 

Harmony, embarked on the same route around Africa, vessel-tracking data compiled 

by Bloomberg show. Two weeks after that, a third ship, the New Pioneer, did the same. 

There are other sporadic instances of long-distance voyages. Oil tankers from Europe 
don’t normally sail around the tip of South America, but last month the Psara I did so 

on its way to delivering the first Norwegian crude to the U.S. West Coast in 11 years. 

The Trident Liberty is the first-ever supertanker to load Kurdish crude at Ceyhan on 
Turkey’s Mediterranean coast and haul it, probably to China, around the coast of 

Africa. Cargoes to China normally move on smaller ships through the Suez Canal. 

The precise motives of the moves aren’t known, but there are some well-known issues 
in the oil market that support slower deliveries. In Europe alone, the amount of crude 

in floating storage is now at a record 28.9 million barrels, according to ship-tracking 

firm Vortexa Ltd. At the same time, traders are grappling with a market condition 
known as contango, where near-term prices are lower than those further out. 

“Things have changed since the oil glut and wide contango started to dominate the 

markets,” said Burak Cetinok, head of research at Arrow Shipbroking Group in 
London. 

Tankers used to speed up when laden with cargo and slow down when they were empty 

to save money on fuel charges, he said. Now, he’s seeing the opposite. “They’ve started 
slowing down when laden because there’s a very limited space to discharge, and wide 

contango makes the cargo more valuable at a later date.” 

Round the Cape 

Perhaps nowhere is the effect of the market upheaval more obvious than in the voyage 
around the Cape of Good Hope. In addition to the three crude-laden vessels that have 

sailed the route in recent weeks, the oil-product tanker BW Triton has also gone 

around South Africa from an East-of-Suez origin, tanker-tracking shows. At least two 
others were initially bound for Europe but instead diverted to West Africa. 

“If you can delay your delivery then you could stand to make more money from your 

cargo than you would have if you rushed to deliver it as soon as possible,” said Vortexa 
senior analyst Jay Maroo, speaking about products tankers. 

Supertankers are too big to pass through the Suez Canal with a full cargo, so they 

generally discharge at a pipeline terminal near the Red Sea end of the waterway and 

re-load once they reach the Mediterranean. For a voyage from the Persian Gulf to 
northwest Europe, the journey usually takes a little more than three weeks. 

BIMCO’s Sand said that with fuel costs so low, it’s perhaps cheaper to avoid the canal 

-- where tolls can run into the hundreds of thousand of dollars -- even if the journey is 
longer. In recent weeks, the canal has temporarily increased the rebates it grants for 

some ships, though not for oil tankers. 
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“For the time being there isn’t any change in crude tankers’ fees,” said Suez Canal 
Authority spokesman George Safwat. “Once we notice any drop in the number of 

vessels, we’re open to all scenarios.” 

Source: bloomberg.com; 07 May 2020 

 

IMO ENDORSES NEW PROTOCOLS TO LIFT 

BARRIERS TO CREW CHANGES 
 

International Maritime Organisation (IMO) endorsed new protocols, general 
measures and procedures designed to ensure that ship crew changes can take place 

safely during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

The need for ships to change crews and for seafarers to fly home at the end of their 
periods of service have emerged as two of the biggest challenges facing the shipping 

industry as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

At their heart is a call that, provided shipping companies broadly comply with and 
adhere to measures applicable to them, governments and their relevant national 

authorities should, for their part, do everything possible to allow crew changes to 

happen. 

The wide-ranging protocols contain recommendations to maritime administrations 
and other relevant national authorities such as health, customs, immigration, border 

control, seaport and civil aviation authorities. They address the roles of shipping 
companies, agents and representatives, including crew agencies and seafarers, and 

extend to seaports, airports and airlines involved in travel operations for ship crew 
changes. 

Kitack Lim, Secretary-General, IMO said he supports these protocols and urges their 

implementation. Shipping, and seafarers, are vital to global supply chains. Each 

month, about 150,000 seafarers need to be changed over, to and from the ships they 
operate, to ensure international maritime regulations for safety, crew health and 

welfare, and preventing fatigue are complied with. But, due to COVID-19 restrictions, 
large numbers of seafarers are having to extend their service onboard ships after many 

months at sea, unable to be replaced or repatriated after long tours of duty. This is 

considered unsustainable, both for the safety and wellbeing of seafarers and the safe 
operation of maritime trade. 

Source: itln.in; 11 May 2020 

 

https://www.bloombergquint.com/business/oil-tankers-drag-out-sailing-time-with-ports-clogged-and-glutted
https://www.itln.in/imo-endorses-new-protocols-to-lift-barriers-to-crew-changes-shipping
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OWNERS LOOK TO LAY-UP AS THEY NAVIGATE 

COVID-19 TRADE DECLINES 
 

For the first time in a decade, large numbers of ships are heading for lay-up as the 
COVID-19 pandemic crushes demand for consumer goods and widespread travel 

restrictions temporarily end passenger cruising. 

Cargoes carried on containerships are set to fall by 10 percent this year, the largest 

decline in this sector’s 64-year history.  Owners of these vessel types, as well as 
passenger and cruise ships, are among the first in the maritime sector deciding to lay-

up and are becoming reacquainted with regulatory and technical measures to prepare 
and protect vessels whilst out of service. 

This volume of lay-up has not been seen since the global financial crisis of 2008 and 

2009. Up to 15 percent of the global fleet of bulk carriers and containerships were 
removed from trading as shipments of dry bulk commodities like iron ore and coal and 

consumer goods contracted. 

This time it’s different. Cruise and short-sea shipping are the first, highest profile 

casualties with industry leaders publicly stating in April that prolonged lay-ups were 
being considered following the suspension of cruise services. 

The smaller, passenger ferry and ro-ro sector throughout northwest Europe and the 

Mediterranean is not immune either. There are widespread service reductions and 
staff retrenchments particularly in Scandinavian countries and northwest Europe. 

Companies unable to profitably operate their vessel services on a freight-only basis are 
exploring lay-up options as their vessels remain idle at ports. 

The global containership fleet faces similar turbulence with container lines forecast to 

post billions in collective losses this year. Hundreds of scheduled services were 

cancelled over March and April, with more set for May. There are reports that some 10 
percent of the fleet is already idle. 

In Norway, where many of the North Sea’s offshore services, deep sea and rig 

companies are based, turnover declined by 25 percent by mid-April, according to the 
Norwegian Shipowners Association. Passenger ship sector turnover was 79 percent 

lower. Lay-up numbers were anticipated to triple by the year’s end, based on a member 

survey. 

For now, most containership and passenger vessel owners are looking at hot or warm 

lay-up options, that allow a vessel to be quickly reactivated and returned to service 

within 24 hours to a week. These restrict ships to lay-up for periods from up to one 
month to a maximum of a year. 

Cold or long-term lay-up applies to vessels spending up to five years out of service, 

which reduces daily running costs to a bare minimum. The duration of lay-up is a 
crucial decision and one that is particularly difficult to make in the midst of a 

pandemic. Yet, when the vessel can be expected to return to service dictates the scale 

of savings to be made. 
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Anecdotal reports suggest anchorages provided by specialist lay-up companies are 
already filling up or booked out. The warmer waters off Malaysia and Indonesia are 

popular anchorage areas, while in northwest Europe, some ports began have begun 
advertising availability to host smaller passenger ferry and roll-on roll-off ships, aside 

from traditional locations in Norway. 

Most requests are reportedly for warm lay-ups, which allow for vessels to rapidly 

return to trading as and when lockdown restrictions ease, which will restart global 
economic engines and see passengers and consumer goods moving again. Larger 

passenger ships face stronger headwinds after widespread publicity about COVID-19 
cases during 2020’s first quarter and are expected to remain out of service for longer 

periods. 

Class societies alongside the flag state, port authorities and insurers are all involved in 

lay-up preparations. 

For hot lay-ups that allow 24-hour reactivation, ports can grant a temporary permit 

for ships to moor provided that class and flag surveys are carried out, according to 

Lloyd’s Register Marine’s guide to ship lay-up. Ships remain within normal class and 
flag state requirements, and the inspection regime is unchanged, although crew 

numbers can be reduced if they stay within certified minimum limits. Ships can remain 
laid up typically for one month under these conditions. For hot lay-up with one-week 

reactivation which normally allows a 12-month maximum lay-up, crewing can be 

below numbers needed to trade if class and flag state agree. Some vessel operations 
may be restricted. 

Warm lay-up means a ship’s designation is usually officially changed to ‘laid up’ by 

classification societies. The “Laid Up” notation means that owners have requested that 
class continue while the vessel is out of service. To keep this status, if the lay-up 

extends beyond on the ship’s annual survey, surveyors must attend to examine hull 

and machinery before it expires. If a Special Survey is due (a survey done every five 
years), an underwater examination also has to take place. There’s another option to 

have the vessel de-classed for inspections and maintain a “Laid Up Surveys Overdue’ 
notation. 

If vessels are in warm lay-up for up to six months, the International Safety 

Management Code (ISM) and International Ship and Port Facilities Security Code 
(ISPS) certificates are suspended. These codes, included in international maritime 

conventions, set minimum standards for the safe management and operation of ships 

and port and security requirements. 

Certification is withdrawn if lay-up extends longer than six months. A reactivation 
audit is required for ISM and ISPS if the vessel is reactivated within six months, and 

an interim survey required for any longer. 

Risk assessment for planned manning levels, maintenance of general machinery, 
safety equipment, systems and alarms are among a long checklist of steps needed to 

protect the vessel during layup. Steps to protect against hull fouling and corrosion are 

also necessary. 
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Whether lay-ups are greater than 2009 when numbers surpassed 1,000, is uncertain; 
many owners don’t immediately confirm the status of their ships. But already there 

are indications that the COVID-19 presents greater challenges for seaborne trade, 
suggesting that lay-ups will become a feature dominating shipping over 2020. 

Source: lr,org; 11 May 2020 

 

MYANMAR FISHERIES SECTOR NEARS 

COLLAPSE AS ORDERS TUMBLE 
- Chan Mya Htwe 

Myanmar’s fisheries sector will face its largest loss in history if demand does not pick 
up very soon, said U Myo Nyunt, secretary of the Myanmar Fisheries Products 

Processors & Exporters Association (MPEA). 

“Exports have collapsed. All international orders have been cancelled and we have not 

received any new orders from the European Union (EU) since they are all locked 
down,” he told The Myanmar Times. 

The EU and other western countries accounts for about 45 percent of Myanmar’s 

fisheries exports, while China and Thailand account for the remaining 55pc. 

The drop in demand will affect businesses throughout the fisheries supply chain. “At 
first, those operating cold storage facilities did not have any income and some had to 

shut down. Now, factories are not allowed to open and jobs are dwindling,” said U Myo 
Nyunt. 

Fishermen further up the value chain are suffering too. Without demand, more fishing 

vessels have been seen anchoring at Yangon’s ports and some fishermen have been 

forced to auction off their boats. “Normally, fishermen sell hundreds of tonnes of fish 
and prawns a day. But when the factories don’t operate, there are no buyers,” U Myo 

Nyunt said. 

With losses mounting in April and May, the MPEA expects upstream fishing and 
aquaculture activities to grind to a halt from June to August. Consequently, even if 

factories are allowed to reopen, there will be a shortage of fisheries supplies for 
processing.  

Importantly, the delays could disrupt the entire fishing season as fish farmers, who 

abide by fixed schedules such as for the farming of fish roe and fish breeding will not 

be able to carry out their activities according to plan. 

As such, the MPEA is projecting the largest loss in history for the sector for the six 

months between March and August.  

The industry is now calling on the government for more aid. U Myo Nyunt said: 

“Tourism operators and garment manufacturers are receiving government loans and 
aid from the EU as a result of COVID-19. But aquaculture and fisheries are not in the 

https://www.lr.org/en/insights/articles/owners-look-to-lay-up-as-they-navigate-covid-19-trade-declines/
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government’s list of sectors most impacted by the virus and we have not received EU 
subsidies even though we contribute significantly to exports.” 

The Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation has been notified of the 

disruptions to the fisheries industry.  “We have been instructed to look into the 
changes in the fishing season this year and will give an answer after the experts have 

submitted their reviews and completed inspections,” said U Hla Htun, permanent 

secretary of the ministry. 

Fisheries exports generate an average of US$700 million in revenue, according to the 
Ministry of Commerce. This includes border and maritime trade. Before COVID-19, 

the sector had been forecast to generate $750 million in export revenue in fiscal 2019-
20. 

Source: mmtimes.com; 10 May 2020 

 

8 WAYS TO REBUILD A STRONGER OCEAN 

ECONOMY AFTER COVID-19 
- Douglas McCauley, Kristian Teleki and Gloria Fluxa Thienemann 

Almost no facet of our global economy has been immune to the COVID-19 crisis. 

Much has been said about the disruption in more familiar sectors such as airlines, 

restaurants, and sports - but the long arm of COVID-19 has also reached out to sea, 
and is affecting our “blue economy”. This collection of formal and informal marine 

jobs, products, and services has been valued at $2.5 trillion a year. If the ocean were a 

nation, it would rank as the 7th largest economy in the world. 

Maritime shipping has seen COVID-19-associated drops in activity of up to 30% in 

some regions. Lockdowns and reduced demand for seafood have seen fishing activity 
fall by as much as 80% in China and West Africa. Entire nations dependent on ocean 

and beach associated tourism have shut their borders. Globally, COVID-19's impact on 

tourism may amount to a $7.4 billion loss and could put 75 million jobs at risk. 

Some of the COVID-19 stimulus packages that are being designed to recover land-

based industries and communities are also exploring ways to leapfrog forwards into 
greener modes of operation. However, little is being considered for bluer modes of 

operations. Similar opportunities, however, await us in our ocean and on our coasts. 

Here are eight pathways for rebuilding an ocean economy that is both stronger and 
more sustainable after COVID-19. 

1. Bluer blue tourism 

Ocean tourism, before COVID-19, was directly valued at $390 billion globally and 

comprises a significant portion of the GDP of many nations. The millions of people 

that depend on ocean tourism, and consequently have a stake in ocean health, cannot 
be abandoned during the pandemic. Recovery funds could prevent furloughs by hiring 

people to restore coastal ecosystems, such as coral reefs and mangroves, given the 
massive return on investment that such ecosystems deliver to blue tourism. Similar 

https://www.mmtimes.com/news/myanmar-fisheries-sector-nears-collapse-orders-tumble.html
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nature-based job creation programmes were developed during the Great Depression, 
such as the Civilian Conservation Corps in the US. Stimulus funds could also keep 

workforces active installing sustainability upgrades in now empty hotels - drinking 
water stations to reduce plastic pollution and water treatment systems, for example - 

and training staff to diversify their sustainability skillset. 

2. Reducing shipping emissions 

Maritime shipping carries an estimated 90% of the planet’s cargo. This ocean traffic 

contributes significantly to global emissions of carbon and other air pollutants. The 
International Maritime Organization has mandated that shipping emissions be 

reduced by 50% by 2050. A reduction in shipping activity during COVID-19 provides 

a valuable opportunity to move towards this goal. Quiescent vessels can be fitted with 
upgrades to increase fuel efficiency and reduce emissions. Quieter shipyards can retool 

and secure political support to prepare for future demand to be met with zero-emission 
vessels. Such opportunities are greatest in Asia, where China, together with South 

Korea and Japan, represent more than 95% of the world’s shipbuilding by tonnage. 

Any aid directed to accelerate progress towards decarbonizing shipping should also 
include opportunities to electrify ports and prepare them to provide zero-emissions 

fuels. 

3. Avoid squandering a post-COVID-19 fish bounty 

Unlike other investments, living ocean resources literally grow during downturns. 

During World War II, many fishing vessels were forced to stop fishing. This reprieve 
allowed fish populations, such as cod, to increase. Should any such gains be accruing 

during COVID-19, we must resist the urge to immediately over-harvest them. Instead, 
we should use fisheries science to design intelligent harvest-yield protocols that 

maximize the long-term benefit of any possible COVID-19 gains. 

4. Supporting our mariners - delivery truck drivers of the sea 

Ships are arguably the world’s most challenging work environment in which to 

confront a pandemic. Vulnerable mariners, such as those in the shipping and fishing 
industry, are vital to the functioning of society. They are the grocery clerks and delivery 

drivers of the blue economy. Ramping back up these sectors will require that crews be 

provided with viral and antibody testing and that they be extended dignified, safe 
transit home after being at sea for one month or more. Crews should also be given 

access to secure communication channels linking them to home. In the fishing 
industry, enhanced communications would confer the added benefit of combating 

slavery at sea. 

5. Stay the course on ocean parks 

Only 7.4% of our ocean is currently protected. These ocean parks benefit marine 

biodiversity and help boost breeding fish populations that spillover to enhance 
regional fisheries, create jobs in tourism, and potentially sequester more carbon. Some 

have suggested, however, that because of COVID-19 we must open up these ocean 

parks to industrial fishing. This would be folly. These parks are long-term ocean 
investments that take decades to mature, but only days to erase. In addition to short-

changing future fishers, dissolving ocean parks would be a blow to sustainable blue 
tourism. Such actions would be akin to dismantling and selling off all the rides in 

Disneyland during COVID-19 - a short-sighted disservice to local jobs and economies. 
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6. Farming the sea to feed billions 

Scientists estimate that around 845 million people worldwide are nutritionally 

vulnerable to any decline in seafood. COVID-19 could exacerbate these challenges via 
disruptions to blue food trade and labour networks. We can avoid some of this trauma 

to food security systems by using stimulus funds to bolster smart aquaculture, or ocean 

farming which can provide nutritional support to vulnerable local populations, while 
minimizing environmental impact. Such investments could be patterned after 

environmentally and nutritionally aware investments in agriculture. 

7. Digitizing our ocean 

Another way to fast-track the reopening of our blue economy is to direct stimulus 

investing towards marine technologies that can help us more efficiently and effectively 
observe and understand our ocean. For example, fisheries observer programmes that 

help the industry collect vital data to enhance catch, enforce laws and protect 
endangered species have been suspended because of COVID-19. New AI-powered 

electronic monitoring systems can play a role in maintaining these data pipelines. 

Myriad other opportunities exist - from expanding machine learning-powered 
interpretation of satellite data and enhanced drones that can curtail illegal fishing in 

regions where COVID-19 has reduced conventional marine patrols to connecting 
sustainable fishers to local consumers via apps when restaurants and markets are 

closed. 

8. Don’t prey on the moment 

We must be intolerant of efforts to misuse COVID-19 to advance agendas of self-

interest. For example, much positive progress has been made transitioning us away 
from single-use plastics, a major source of ocean pollution. Since COVID-19, however, 

interest groups have successfully reversed or suspended these regulations for products 

like plastic bags. There are many things that we must do together to slow the spread of 
COVID-19 - but using single use plastic bags, instead of paper or reusable bags, is not 

one of them. Similarly, while external investment in hard-hit nations, like ocean-
dependent small island states, can be positive, we must not allow the attachment of 

predatory terms that take advantage of these nations' financial vulnerability. 

COVID-19 has exposed just how profoundly linked our economies and wellbeing are 
to the ocean. These actions illustrate the need to inject more blue into COVID-19 

discussions of ‘green recovery’. We cannot miss a chance in the times ahead to benefit 
both people and our ocean as we bring our sustainable blue economy back online. 

Source: weforum.org; 12 May 2020  

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/05/how-to-build-a-bluer-ocean-economy-after-cobid-19/
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MARINE ENVIRONMENT 
SCIENTISTS WANT COVID-19 POLLUTION 

LEVELS TO BE BASELINE FOR FUTURE POLICY 

TARGETS 
- Shashwat Mohanty 

NEW DELHI: Pollution in many parts of India rose above healthy levels even though 
the lockdown shut factories and emptied roads, which indicates that targets for air 

quality should be set realistically, the head of a key official pollution monitoring body 

said. 

During the lockdown, the level of particulate matter often remained unhealthy, largely 
because of dust. Pollution in Delhi improved significantly from hazardous levels before 

the lockdown, but touched the healthy level only when wind and rain cleaned the air. 

"If we keep the target levels below the current levels, it will be a futile exercise. The 
Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) should seriously consider to look at these 

baseline levels," said Gufran Beig, director of System of Air Quality and Weather 
Forecasting and Research (SAFAR), which monitors real-time air pollution in New 

Delhi, Mumbai, Pune and Ahmedabad. 

This has huge implications for industry, which has to spend a fortune on pollution-

control equipment and for motorists, who have suffered as the Delhi government at 
times enforces the ‘odd-even’ scheme to remove half the vehicles from roads. Weather 

scientists have observed that such schemes made no noticeable impact on the city’s air 
quality. 

"These levels will play an important role in framing natural standards," Beig said. 

Future policy targets should be made keeping in mind the current air pollution levels 

during lockdown, he said. 

Other scientists also agree, but exercise caution against implementing a one-size-fits-

all policy. "We need to also understand the purpose for which we are setting baseline 

levels," said Laxman Singh Rathore, former India Meteorological Department (IMD) 
director general and a consultant with UNDP and World Bank. 

"There will be different levels for cities, for rural farm regions, and for industrial 

regions—we need to index these levels accordingly," Rathore said. 

Rathore also warns against singling out air pollutants, saying that policymakers should 
also look at the soil and water data. "We should also extend this exercise to water and 

soil pollution as well, and should not leave them for last-ditch efforts as we have seen 
earlier," he said. 
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Currently, Delhi is enjoying a 30% reduction in PM 2.5 matter, while the same figure 
for Mumbai is over 50%, according to data from the Indian Institute of Tropical 

Meteorology (IITM). 

However, despite lack of road and air pollutants, Delhi's PM 10 levels remain higher 
than expected at the "satisfactory" category. This is due to high dust levels in the capital 

leading up to the summer season. "Dust transport from Rajasthan, adjoining Pakistan 

and Arabian Peninsula is expected over Delhi/NCR,” said SAFAR. 

Beig also said that the only emissions that have increased over the lockdown period 
have been those of biofuels. "The number of people cooking food, LPG, and cowdung 

has increased, despite dhabas and restaurants staying shut," Beig said. 

Source: economictime.com; 14 May 2020 

 

‘QUIETER OCEAN’ FROM COVID-19 COULD 

BE A BOON TO ENDANGERED ORCAS, SAY 

RESEARCHERS 
- Simon Little and Linda Aylesworth 

 

One of B.C.’s most threatened species could be facing an unprecedented respite during 

the novel coronavirus pandemic. 

 
The southern resident killer whales who spend their summers in the waters of the 

Salish Sea are listed as endangered with just 73 members left, and are facing a triple 
threat from pollution, a lack of food and marine noise caused by humans. 

 

That third factor, however, has all but disappeared during the pandemic. 
 

“What we are experiencing right now is actually an unprecedented opportunity of a 
quieter ocean,” said Prof. Richard Dewey, associate director of science with Ocean 

Networks Canada at the University of Victoria. 

 
“What we are seeing right now is a significant shutdown, anywhere from 20 per cent 

for some deep-sea cargo vessels, all the way up to 100 per cent for some industry, 
tourism, cruise ships, whale watching.” 

 

Researchers in British Columbia are now taking advantage of a network of submarine 
hydrophones that Dewey says is among the world’s most advanced cabled ocean 

observatories to listen in on that now-quiet ocean. 
 

Lauren McWhinnie, an assistant professor of marine geography at Heriot-Watt 
Univesity in Edinburgh and an adjunct professor at UVic, studies the effects of human 

noise on marine mammals. 

 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/scientists-want-covid-19-pollution-levels-to-be-baseline-for-future-policy-targets/articleshow/75729943.cms
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She says when the southern residents return to their summer feeding grounds, many 
of them will experience something completely new. 

 
“Many of these whales in the southern resident community have never known a quiet 

Salish Sea,” she said, adding that marine noise has doubled every decade, globally, 

within the last 30 to 40 years. 
 

Underwater noise is particularly damaging to the southern residents, because they rely 
on it to detect their prey and to communicate while stalking it. 

 

“If we do anything to reduce their efficiency or their ability do detect prey or 
communicate with each other, it effects how they carry out their day-to-day life 

functions and it reduces their ability to hunt effectively,” McWhinney explained. 
 

A reduction in noise will also allow hydrophones to be far more effective — allowing 

researchers to better detect and pinpoint the whales, as well as monitor their 
behaviour. 

 
While the effects of a quieter ocean on the orca population have yet to be fully 

observed, both McWhinney and Dewey are optimistic. 

 
“They will experience, I think, a quieter ocean and perhaps may be able to socialize, 

forage and hunt better than they have in the last few years,” said Dewey. 
 

Source: globalnews.ca; 06 May 2020 

 

HOW THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC COULD BE 

HELPING SEA LIFE 
- Melanie Nagy 

TORONTO -- A decrease in marine traffic because of the COVID-19 pandemic is 

creating quieter waters for sea life. 

Researchers say this decline in ocean noise can allow marine life to interact with one 
another and potentially reduce their stress levels.  

Andrew Trites, the director of the University of British Columbia’s Marine Mammal 

Research Unit said less noise pollution presents scientists with the opportunity to 
learn more about sea life and more importantly allows whales and other acoustic 

animals to live comfortably.  

“They are very sensitive, particularly those who use acoustics to find food and to stay 
in touch with members,” he told CTV News. 

Both Canadian exports and imports have decreased drastically according to reports 

from Statistics Canada.  

 

https://globalnews.ca/news/6912866/quiet-ocean-coronavirus-endangered-orcas/
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Oceanographer David Barclay from Dalhousie University says the decline of sound 
pollution is roughly down by 50 per cent.  

“It’s been getting quieter at a faster rate in the last month. We are seeing a decrease in 

about four dB (decibels), which is about half, 50 per cent reduction,” Barclay told CTV 
News.  

Barclay found this decline using sound monitors off the west coast of Vancouver Island 

and in the Georgia Strait. His findings were first published in The Narwhal and are 

currently under academic review.  

Similar research was conducted after the 9/11 attacks in the U.S. Researchers found 

that the drop in sea traffic resulted in a dramatic decline in stress hormones for the 

North Atlantic right whales.  

These animals are very sensitive to noise as they use low frequency sounds to 
communicate with one another. However, if their acoustics are hindered by other 

frequencies, high or low, they can have difficulties communicating and protecting 
themselves.  

Researchers, such as Valeria Vergara, hope these studies will open up new ways to 

reduce noise pollution and aid the many endangered animals underwater.  

Vergara specializes in Canada's endangered Saint Lawrence Belugas, which are down 
to only 800 in the wild. She tells CTV News that noise is one of the main factors that 

prevents these whales from recovering.  

“One of the reasons for their decline or failure to recover is noise,” Vergara said. 

Source: ctvnews.ca; 10 May 2020 

 

COVID-19 COULD HELP TURN THE TIDE ON 

OCEAN HEALTH IN ASIA-PACIFIC 
 
The study suggests that the temporary shutdown of activities due to the crisis, as well 

as reduced traffic on the seas and demand for marine resources, could give oceans the 
“much-needed breathing space” to recover from pollution, overfishing and the impacts 

of climate change. 

 
Healthy oceans are intricately linked to achieving sustainable development in Asia and 

the Pacific, said Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana, head of the UN office in the region, 
known as ESCAP. 

 

‘Window of opportunity’ 
 

“During these challenging times of the COVID-19 pandemic, it is crucial to take 
advantage of the window of opportunity offered by reduced emissions and energy 

demand to protect the marine environment”, she said, speaking at the launch of the 

report. 

https://www.ctvnews.ca/sci-tech/how-the-covid-19-pandemic-could-be-helping-sea-life-1.4932946
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“Many of the challenges in the conservation and sustainable use of the oceans and 

marine resources, lie in the transboundary and highly complex nature of ocean 
management, coupled with the fragmented understanding of the interaction between 

oceans and human activities.” 

 
Green way forward 

 
The report -- Changing Sails: Accelerating Regional Actions for Sustainable Oceans in 

Asia and the Pacific – further posits that large-scale recovery investments by 

governments could improve marine sustainability and resilience in a post-pandemic 
world provided they lead to a shift towards “green” practices in sectors such as 

shipping, fisheries and tourism. 
 

ESCAP said oceans are extremely valuable for the vast Asia-Pacific region, home to 

more than four billion people, providing food and income for more than 200 million 
people. 

 
Furthermore, shipping accounts for more than 80 per cent of international trade, 

according to ESCAP, and two-thirds of global operations are concentrated in the 

region. 
 

However, ESCAP nations are also among the planet’s top plastic polluters. Eight of the 
10 rivers responsible for a staggering 95 per cent of all plastic waste leaked into oceans 

are in Asia. 

 
‘Startling’ lack of data 

 
The report covers three key areas – marine connectivity, sustainable fisheries and 

marine pollution – for countries to rally around to take urgent action to halt and 

reverse the declining health of oceans and marine ecosystems. 
 

It also reveals what ESCAP says is a “startling” lack of data and statistics towards 
achieving ocean-related targets under the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

The report calls for more transparent data sharing and investments in national 

statistical systems. 
 

ESCAP also stressed the need for Asia-Pacific countries to take advantage of scientific 
and technological advances, and to consistently enforce international conventions, 

norms and standards for ocean protection and sustainable use, such as those by UN 

agencies the International Maritime Organization (IMO), the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO), and the UN Environment Programme (UNEP). 

 
Source: un.org; 13 May 2020 

 

  

https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/05/1063832
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GEOPOLITICS 
 

CHINA’S COVID-19 DIPLOMACY BACKFIRES 

IN THE PHILIPPINES 
- Mong Palatino 

The Chinese embassy in Manila released a music video dedicated to COVID-19 
frontline workers, but it quickly drew widespread anger among Filipino internet users 

because of the song’s indirect reference to the South China Sea, known locally as the 

West Philippine Sea. 

The music video of the song “Iisang Dagat” (One Sea) was released on April 23. The 
lyrics were written by Chinese Ambassador H.E. Huang Xilian and the song was 

performed by Chinese diplomat Xia Wenxin from the embassy and several Filipino 
and Chinese celebrities. 

The song mentions the friendship between the two countries and their mutual 

cooperation in dealing with the pandemic. 

“Just as the lyric goes, as friendly neighbors across the sea, China and the Philippines 
will continue to join hands and make every effort to overcome the COVID-19 at the 

earliest,” the Chinese embassy posted on Twitter. 

The video begins by showing a fisher on a small boat in Manila Bay. This plus the song 

title made it difficult for many Filipinos not to think that Chinese diplomats were 
seeking to downplay the maritime dispute over the South China Sea by highlighting 

the supposed unity of the two governments in battling COVID-19. 

The video immediately garnered a huge number of dislikes. As of this writing, it has 
212,000 dislikes compared to just 3,700 likes. 

An editorial by the Philippine Daily Inquirer sums up the reaction of many who heard 

and watched the music video: “The song’s fervent avowals to friendship, solidarity, and 
furthering Filipino-Chinese relations flies in the face of China’s brazen disregard and 

aggressive lockout of the country’s territorial rights over the West Philippine Sea.” 

In fact, two days before official release of the song, the Philippine government filed a 

diplomatic protest against China regarding two incidents in the sea. The first 
referenced a People’s Liberation Army Navy vessel pointing a radar gun at a Philippine 

Navy ship in Philippine waters on February 17. And the second issue cited the naming 
and inclusion of Philippine territories in China’s administrative rolls. 

“The Philippine government strongly protests the establishment of the so-called 

districts of ‘Nansha’ and ‘Xisha’ under the supposed administrative jurisdiction of its 
self-declared ‘Sansha City’ announced on 18 April 2020, by the People’s Republic of 
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China,” an excerpt from the statement released by the Philippines’ Department of 
Foreign Affairs reads. 

Releasing a song about friendship right after the filing of a diplomatic protest by that 

same neighbor was seen by many as insincere and malicious, an attempt to divert 
public attention to China’s aggressive behavior toward the Philippines. 

Instead of promoting Chinese assistance in responding to the COVID-19 crisis, the 

music video reinforced public anger against the Chinese government’s building of 

artificial islands, installations, and structures in the Philippines’ maritime territories. 

The consequence of the immense unpopularity of the embassy-produced song and 

video was to politicize previous goodwill gestures extended by China, such as the 

sending of medical supplies and other donations and the deployment of a team of 
Chinese experts and doctors to share expertise with their counterparts in the 

Philippines. Chinese aid is now viewed not just with suspicion, but also with contempt. 

A senator even proposed that China should shoulder the Philippines’ COVID-19 
expenses as payment for the destruction of marine resources in the South China Sea. 

It didn’t help China’s case that some of the recent business activities of its citizens in 

the Philippines have gained notoriety. A Chinese-owned mining operation in Eastern 
Samar province continued operating despite community resistance amid the COVID-

19 lockdown. In addition to this, the nonstop expansion of Philippine Offshore Gaming 

Operators (POGO) continues to be controversial because of reports that the industry 
provides minimal economic benefits to the country, despite the impression that the 

sector enjoys preferential treatment from the Duterte government. In various news 
reports, the industry is consistently linked to corruption, organized crime, and labor 

abuses. A majority of POGO workers in the Philippines are from mainland China since 

the industry caters to Chinese online gamers. 

There has been a noticeable surge of anti-China sentiment as the country is reeling 
from the COVID-19 pandemic. But unlike in other countries, where this reaction is 

infected with racism and Sinophobia, in the Philippines it is ultimately related to the 
popular perception that China is using the COVID-19 crisis to undermine the 

sovereignty of the Philippines in the South China Sea. It will take more than a song to 

convince many Filipinos that President Rodrigo Duterte’s friendship with China and 
Xi Jinping will benefit the country’s interest, or that China has nothing but good 

intentions as it continues to expand its presence in the South China Sea. 

Source: thediplomat.com; 09 May 2020 

 

CORONAVIRUS: CHINA’S NEW ARMY OF 

TOUGH-TALKING DIPLOMATS 
- James Landale 

Henry Kissinger, the former US secretary of state, wrote in his seminal study 

Diplomacy that "Beijing's diplomacy was so subtle and indirect that it largely went over 
our heads in Washington". 
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Governments in the West employed sinologists to interpret the opaque signals 
emanating from China's politburo. 

 

Under its former leader, Deng Xiaoping, the country's declared strategy was to "hide 

its ability and bide its time". Well, not any more. 

 

China has dispatched an increasingly vocal cadre of diplomats out into the world of 
social media to take on all comers with, at times, an eye-blinking frankness. Their aim 

is to defend China's handling of the coronavirus pandemic and challenge those who 
question Beijing's version of events. 

So they launch salvos of persistent tweets and posts from their embassies around the 

world. And they hold little back, deploying sarcasm and aggression in equal measure. 

Such is the novelty of their techniques that they have been dubbed "wolf warrior" 
diplomats after the eponymous action films. 

Wolf Warrior and Wolf Warrior 2 are hugely popular movies in which elite Chinese 

special forces take on American-led mercenaries and other ne'er-do-wells. They are 
violent and extremely nationalistic in tone. 

One critic dubbed them "Rambo with Chinese characteristics". A promotional poster 

showed a picture of the central character raising his middle finger with the slogan: 

"Anyone who offends China, no matter how remote, must be exterminated." 

In a recent editorial, the Chinese Communist Party newspaper, Global Times, declared 
the people were "no longer satisfied with a flaccid diplomatic tone" and said the West 

feels challenged by China's new "Wolf Warrior" diplomacy. 

A new kind of language 

Perhaps the quintessential "wolf warrior" is Lijian Zhao, China's young foreign affairs 
spokesman. He is the official who made the unsubstantiated suggestion that the 

United States might have brought coronavirus to Wuhan. 

He has more than 600,000 followers on Twitter and he exploits that audience almost 
by the hour, relentlessly tweeting, retweeting and liking anything that promotes and 

defends China. 

This is of course what diplomats anywhere in the world must do: it is their job to 
promote their country's national interest. But few diplomats use language that is, well, 

so undiplomatic. 

Take the Chinese embassy in India which described calls for China to pay 

compensation for spreading the virus as "ridiculous and eyeball-catching nonsense". 

China's ambassador in the Netherlands accused President Donald Trump of being "full 
of racism". 
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In response to Mr Trump's much mocked speculation about the best ways of tackling 
the virus, the chief spokesman for the Chinese Communist Party in Beijing tweeted: 

"Mr President is right. Some people do need to be injected with #disinfectant, or at 
least gargle with it. That way they won't spread the virus, lies and hatred when talking." 

In London, China's "wolf warrior" is Ma Hui, number 3 at the embassy. His Twitter 

username includes the words "warhors" and he is as prolific as he is robust. 

He tweeted: "Some US leaders have stooped so low to lie, misinform, blame, 

stigmatise. That is very despicable, but we should not lower our standard, race to the 
bottom. They don't care a lot about morality, integrity but we do. We can also fight 

back [against] their stupidity." 

Now much of this may look like the familiar knockabout you get on social media. But 
for China, it is a huge departure. Research by the German Marshall Fund think-tank 

suggests there has been a 300% increase in official Chinese state Twitter accounts over 
the last year, with a fourfold increase in posts. 

Kristine Berzina, a senior fellow at the GMF, said: "This is very unusual from what we 

have come to expect from China. 

"In the past, China's public face has been to show a positive image of the country. There 
has been an encouragement of friendship. Cute panda videos would be much more 

common than harsh take-downs of various government policies. So this is a really big 

departure." 

And it is clearly a policy choice by China's authorities. They could have chosen to focus 
their information campaign entirely on what has been dubbed their "mask diplomacy", 

namely the donation and sale of protective medical kit around the world. 

This promoted China's soft power as other countries struggled to cope. But such 
goodwill as was generated by this "health silk road" appears to have been dissipated 

by the aggression of the "wolf warriors". 

Angry ambassadors 

China's ambassador in Australia, Cheng Jingye, has been engaged in a furious row with 
his hosts. When the government backed an independent international investigation 

into the origins of the virus, Mr Cheng hinted China might boycott Australian goods. 

"Maybe also the ordinary people will say, 'Why should we drink Australian wine or eat 

Australian beef?'" he told the Australian Financial Review. 

Ministers accused him of threatening "economic coercion". Officials at the 

Department for Foreign Affairs and Trade called the ambassador to ask him to explain 

himself. He responded by publishing an account of the conversation on the embassy 
website, in which he urged Australia to stop playing "political games". 

China this week imposed import bans on some Australian beef processors and 

threatened tariffs on Australian barley. 

In Paris, China's ambassador Lu Shaye was summoned by the foreign ministry to 
explain comments on his embassy website suggesting that France had abandoned its 

elderly to die of Covid-19 in care homes. 
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The pushback against Chinese diplomats has perhaps been strongest in Africa where 
a number of ambassadors - from Nigeria, Kenya, Uganda, Ghana and the African 

Union - were summoned by their hosts in recent weeks to explain racist and 
discriminatory treatment of Africans in China. 

The Speaker of Nigeria's House of Representatives, Femi Gbajabiamila, published 

footage of him remonstrating with China's ambassador. 

In an article for Foreign Affairs magazine, Kevin Rudd, the former Australian prime 
minister, argues that China is paying a price for its new strategy: "Whatever China's 

new generation of 'wolf-warrior' diplomats may report back to Beijing, the reality is 

that China's standing has taken a huge hit (the irony is that these wolf-warriors are 
adding to this damage, not ameliorating it). 

"Anti-Chinese reaction over the spread of the virus, often racially charged, has been 

seen in countries as disparate as India, Indonesia, and Iran. Chinese soft power runs 
the risk of being shredded." 

The risk is that China's diplomatic assertiveness may harden attitudes further in the 

West, with countries becoming more distrustful and less willing to engage with Beijing. 

In the United States, China has already become an issue in the presidential election, 
with both candidates competing to be tougher than the other. In the UK, Conservative 

MPs are organising to impose greater scrutiny on Chinese policy. 

The question is whether these diplomatic tensions will deepen into a more serious 

confrontation between China and the West. This matters not just because of the 
general risks of escalation but also because there is much on which the world needs to 

co-operate. 

In the short term, the research, testing, development and distribution of a Covid-19 
vaccine will require international co-operation including China. In the longer term, 

most analysts expect some kind of global collective action to repair the world economy. 
But the chances of that are looking slim. 

Bonnie Glaser, director of the China Power Project at the Centre for Strategic and 

International Studies in Washington, said: "If the US and China did not set aside their 

differences in order to work together to fight a global pandemic, it is hard to believe 
they are going to find a way to work together to bolster their economies." 

Some strategists argue that while the West will have to increase its strategic 

independence from China after the pandemic, it will also have to find a new framework 
for co-operation. 

China's "wolf warrior" diplomacy may not be making that any easier. 

Source: bbc.com; 13 May 2020 

 

 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-52562549
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SATELLITE IMAGES SHOW THAT CHINESE 

NAVY IS EXPANDING OVERSEAS BASE 
- H I Sutton 

China’s navy, formally known as the People’s Liberation Army Navy (PLAN), has 

become more active in the Indian Ocean and Middle East. A cornerstone of its 

increasing reach is an overseas naval base in Djibouti on the Horn of Africa. Recent 
satellite images indicate that China is continuing work at the fortified Support Base 

there. 

The images show that the pier is now substantially complete, so it should be able to 
accept ships soon. One image from March this year has been shared on Twitter by user 

@detresfa_, an open-source intelligence analyst. It shows an excavator working on the 
reclaimed land, a small but telling detail. Analysis suggests that this may be the start 

of a new quay or second large pier, significantly increasing the capacity of the base. 

The base, China’s first overseas, was opened in 2017 but the piers are still under 

construction. The base is substantial with a well laid-out interior and large helicopter 
apron. There is no sign of protective tunnels for the ships, unlike some bases in China, 

but it is undoubtedly intended to be defendable. The outer perimeter is fortified like a 
modern-day castle with steep berms topped by towers and two rows of walls. There 

are even battlements. 

Major work on a 1,120-foot pier appears to have been finished late last year. This is 

just long enough to accommodate China’s new aircraft carriers, assault carriers or 
other large warships. It could easily accommodate four of China’s nuclear powered 

attack submarines if required. But it is still relatively limited so it seems natural that 
China would look to increase the piers. The new activity may point to a second quay or 

pier near the first. 

Djibouti is a strategic port on the mouth of the Red Sea with easy access to the Arabian 
Sea, Persian Gulf and Indian Ocean. Many vessels involved in anti-piracy and tanker 

protection missions stop there. China itself has been involved in these operations, and 

a Chinese tanker was briefly seized by Iran on April 14. The two countries have warm 
relations and the seizure appears to have been a mistake. The vessel was quickly 

released. 

One area of concern for Western militaries is the Chinese bases’ proximity to their own 
facilities. It is only around 7 miles from the U.S. Navy Expeditionary Base at Camp 

Lemonnier. This was established in 2001 and is the U.S. military’s only permanent 

base in Africa. And it is less than 5 miles from the main port at Djibouti which U.S. 
Navy and European warships frequently visit. 

In May 2018 the U.S. Department of Defense formally complained to the Chinese 

Government about lasers being directed at aircraft from the base. Two airmen were 
injured. 
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We have yet to see how China will use this new base to support its navy, but the 
investment is significant. It seems unlikely that it is intended for only occasional use. 

Additionally there has been analysis that suggests that China may look to Pakistan or 
Myanmar as another basing location. Whatever the level of activity at the new base, it 

is a significant change in China’s blue-water naval capability. 

Source: forbes.com; 10 May 2020 

 

SOUTH CHINA SEA NEIGHBOURS UNEASY AS 

BEIJING EXPANDS ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS 
- Catherine Wong  

Southeast Asian nations are increasingly uneasy about their giant neighbour China as 

Beijing moves beyond island-building and military activities to administrative and law 
enforcement measures to solidify its claims in the South China Sea. 

China’s recent moves to create two administrative districts as well as naming 80 

geographical features in the sea have drawn protests from other claimants, like 

Vietnam. 

Also causing their unease is China’s recent expansion of its domestic law enforcement 
tools to the disputed region, according to officials and experts in the region. 

They are also worried that China, already engaged in a power struggle with the United 

States, is increasingly likely to find itself in direct conflict with smaller claimant states 
as it seeks to counter their efforts to develop fishing and energy resources in the region. 

On April 1, the Chinese coastguard launched an eight-month law enforcement 

campaign named “Blue Sea 2020”, with one of its stated aims being to crackdown on 
“violations in offshore oil exploration and exploitation”, as well as marine and coastal 

project construction. 

The campaign is a multi-agency effort between the coastguard and the transport, 

natural resources, and environment ministries. 

China has so far released only accounts of recent operations targeting domestic 

violations. But diplomats and experts in the region believe the directive could be 

extended to the disputed waters of the South China Sea. 

“There is only very little information available about the campaign, but we are 
watching closely to find out what the implications are for the South China Sea,” said a 

diplomat from the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean). 

Another Asian diplomat said his country was concerned about China’s recent actions 
in the South China Sea, undertaken as other countries, in particular the US, were 

preoccupied with dealing with the coronavirus. 

China and Vietnam clashed last month over an incident involving a collision between 
a Chinese maritime surveillance vessel and a Vietnamese fishing boat near the Paracel 

Island chain, with each accusing the other of deliberate ramming. 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/hisutton/2020/05/10/satellite-images-show-chinese-navy-is-expanding-overseas-base/#ec22d7b68691
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Beijing on Friday announced the launch of its latest campaign to “enhance law 
enforcement” regarding this year’s summer fishing moratorium in the Bohai Sea, 

Yellow Sea, East China Sea and all waters to 12 degrees north latitude of the South 
China Sea. 

The “fishing boat regulation” and “crackdown on illegal activities”, with the aim to 

“protect the fishery resources in China” would be carried out by the coastguard and 

the agriculture ministry, Xinhua reported. 

Observers said the new measures were part of Beijing’s efforts to consolidate its claims 
in the South China Sea. 

“China appears to have moved beyond the primary focus of building physical capacity 

and is now on a parallel track of promoting integration and multi-agency coordination 
and cooperation – something that the various Asean claimants are still weak in,” said 

Collin Koh, a research fellow at the Institute of Defence and Strategic Studies at the S. 
Rajaratnam School of International Studies in Singapore. 

China claims more than 80 per cent of the energy-rich sea and has been increasingly 

assertive in blocking other claimants like Vietnam, the Philippines and Malaysia, from 

exploiting oil, gas and fishing resources in the region. 

A three-way conflict has been simmering in recent months over Malaysia’s attempts at 

energy exploration in the area. 

China expressed its opposition by deploying the government research ship Haiyang 

Dizhi 8 together with coastguard vessels to follow a drillship contracted to Malaysia’s 
state-owned Petronas that was operating within Malaysia’s exclusive economic zone. 

Malaysia’s energy exploration blocks, some of which fall within the overlapping 

continental shelves of Malaysia and Vietnam, have also drawn protest from Hanoi, 
which deployed one of its vessels to tail the Malaysian ship. 

The situation was further complicated by the intensifying US-China rivalry. US 

warships, joined by an Australian frigate, conducted a joint exercise near the site of 
Malaysia’s operations. 

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo on Thursday called Beijing a bully and accused it 

of exploiting the world’s preoccupation with the Covid-19 pandemic. While China hit 

back, calling Washington a troublemaker in the region, it has sought to play down 
regional tensions with its neighbours. 

Foreign ministry spokesman Geng Shuang said last week that the survey ship was 

“conducting normal activities in waters under Chinese jurisdiction” and described the 
situation in the South China Sea as “basically stable”. 

Malaysia’s Foreign Minister Hishammuddin Hussein called for a peaceful resolution 

to the dispute, but said Kuala Lumpur “remains firm in its commitment to safeguard 
its interests and rights in the South China Sea”. 

Kang Lin, an expert on South China Sea affairs at Hainan University, said the 

competition for energy resources in the disputed waterway was only part of the wider 

issue of nations wanting to stake a claim in the region. 
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“With the recent crisis in the global oil industry, the economic value of oil and gas 
exploration has declined significantly. But the South China Sea is a different case,” he 

said. 

“The political value of resource exploitation there will always exist. To explore and 
exploit resources is a way for countries to indirectly assert and cement their claims and 

to establish de facto control in the area, even as they are not recognised by other 

claimant countries.” 

Zhu Feng, executive director of the China Centre for Collaborative Studies of the South 
China Sea at Nanjing University, said it was only natural for Beijing to stake its claim 

to the natural resources in the region and extend its domestic regulations to anywhere 
it considered its sovereign territory. 

“All countries, in particular Vietnam and Malaysia, are rushing to establish control 

over the resources in the South China Sea before the finalisation of a code of conduct,” 
he said. 

“China needs to take action when other countries are making their move.” 

Source: scmp.com; 04 May 2020 

 

VENEZUELA ARRESTS 3 MORE MERCENARIES, 

SEIZES ATTACK BOATS AFTER FAILED COUP 
- Jorge Fitz-Gibbon 

Venezuelan authorities said they busted three more mercenaries and seized three 
Colombian attack boats tied to a botched attempt to oust President Nicolas Maduro 

last week. 

The capture of the mercenaries — including a former Venezuelan army sergeant and a 
Bolivian national guardsman — brings  the number of combatants taken into custody 

to 34, among them two ex-US Special Forces members who were leading the failed 

attempt to kidnap the Venezuelan strongman. 

The report comes just days after American mercenaries Luke Denman and Airan Berry 
appeared on Venezuelan television admitting their role in the wild May 3 attack, which 

authorities said was orchestrated by controversial ex-Green Beret Jordan Goudreau 
and Gen. Cliver Alcala, a Venezuelan army defector. 

Goudreau reportedly helped set up the raid to cash in on a $15 million US bounty for 

Maduro’s capture. 

Alcala was jailed on drug charges in the US prior to the attempted attack, and 
Goudreau remained in Florida, where he runs a private security company, SilverCorp, 

that helped secure weapons for the raid. 
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The doomed attack, led by two boatloads of combatants, was quickly thwarted, with 
eight mercenaries killed and the others — including Denman and Berry — taken into 

custody. 

On Saturday, Venezuelan authorities said three more boats, described as Colombian 
light combat vessels filled with arms, were found floating and empty by a patrol on the 

Orinoco River, 

In a statement, the Venezuelan Defense Ministry said the boats and the newly captured 

mercenaries were found during stepped-up patrols in the wake of the failed assault. 

Maduro has blamed the US, the Colombian government, and Venezuelan opposition 

leader Juan Guaido with backing the raid. 

President Trump has denied any US involvement. 

Source: nypost.com; 10 May 2020  

https://nypost.com/2020/05/10/venezuela-arrests-3-more-mercenaries-after-failed-coup/
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