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MARITIME SECURITY 
 

DRYAD: INDIAN OCEAN HIGH RISK AREA 

NEEDS RETHINKING 
 

Maritime security consultant Dryad Global has released its annual analysis of 

worldwide maritime security incidents, suggesting that the significant security costs 

for transits in the Indian Ocean and through the Red Sea are no longer justified. 

Despite commanding the largest premiums and associated costs of armed guards, the 

Indian Ocean ranks fourth in maritime crime incidents with less than one fifth of 

incidents of the most active region: West Africa. Excluding geo-political events, in 

2019, the Indian Ocean saw a 73 percent fall in maritime security incidents compared 

to 2018 and a 83 percent fall compared to 2017. In 2019, there were 16 maritime 

incidents in the Indian Ocean, 11 of which were outside the High Risk Area (HRA). 

Seven of these were geopolitical in nature and thus unlikely to be mitigated by Best 

Management Practices to Deter Piracy (BMP) guidelines. Four of the incidents 

occurred within ports. 

The definition of the HRA has had some unintended consequences, with some States 

feeling that they have been subject to an unfair encroachment into their Economic 

Exclusion Zones, significantly increased shipping costs. Contributory factors to the 

surge in Indian Ocean piracy were systemic influences emanating from East Africa; 

principally, the failure of Somalia as a functioning state and the subsequent 

exploitation of its territorial waters by outside parties. The view that Somalia still 

represents a viable risk that may precipitate a return to widespread piracy 

fundamentally misunderstands the complexity of risk and the forces that gave rise to 

piracy in the Indian Ocean, says Dryad Global. 

It says the maritime industry can operate in the Indian Ocean with security and 

reduced cost by continuing the positive trend of effective implementation of BMP 

supported by investment in multi-national coordination of naval assets and capacity building 

of littoral states. “We believe it is far better to define the risk individually than apply the same 

risk profile to all operations and have to bear the costs associated with slow-to-evolve 

or legacy risk and insurance premium models.” However, this year rival powers 

involved in the Yemen conflict may seek to demonstrate their influence in the Bab-El-

Mandeb Strait and the Strait of Hormuz. Dryad Global expects the Bab-El-Mandeb 

Strait to continue to be a lower risk area than the Strait of Hormuz.  

“Operational stability and security affecting commercial shipping in the region will 

largely depend upon the future direction of U.S.-Iranian relations,” says Dryad Global. 

“During an upcoming election cycle, it is likely that the Trump administration will not 

have the operating capacity, or indeed the will, to adopt as strong a posture within the 
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region as has been seen previously. Simultaneously, seeking an external threat to 

engender voters or a significant foreign policy victory, could embolden Trump to 

escalate sanctions on Iran. A conclusion to b 

e drawn is; the more that Trump is likely to secure a second term, the less likely he is 

to seek to escalate tensions in the Persian Gulf.” Dryad Maritime says Saudi-flagged 

vessels face the greatest risk. 

Source: maritime-executive.com; 21 January 2020 

 

 

FRENCH FRIGATE SEIZE FIVE TONNES OF 

DRUGS IN THE INDIAN OCEAN 
 

The French frigate Courbet has seized five tonnes of drugs in the Indian Ocean in the 

last three weeks. On Friday 13 December, La Fayette-class frigate (FLF) Courbet seized 

more than 3.5 tonnes of cannabis resin in the Gulf of Oman in France’s biggest seizure 

in the region in 2019. The frigate was operating under the operational control of the 

Commander of the Indian Ocean maritime zone (ALINDIEN), in direct support of 

Combined Task Force (CTF) 150. CTF150 is a coalition bringing together navies from 

several countries to combat trafficking and unlawful activities linked to terrorism and 

guarantee the safety of maritime spaces, the French embassy said. On the basis of 

intelligence, Courbet located a suspicious-looking dhow sailing without a flag, keeping 

it within radar range for over 36 hours until the drugs it had on board were transferred 

onto another vessel. Around 1:00 am, the dhow suddenly headed south and the frigate 

set off in pursuit. 

Its boarding party searched the vessel, before detecting the drugs in a double-

bottomed fuel tank. A total of 172 bundles of cannabis resin, each weighing around 20 

kg, were discovered. The drug was seized, taken on board Courbet, weighed and sealed, 

then destroyed under the responsibility of the Commander and on ALINDIEN’s 

orders. On January 4, a Panther helicopter spotted a suspicious dhow in the Indian 

Ocean, prompting the Courbet to follow the vessel. The next morning, a boarding team 

from the frigate searched the vessel and discovered 75 bales of cannabis resin weighing 

a total of 1.5 tonnes. The drugs were transferred onto the Courbet. Setting sail for 

Toulon on 7 November, Courbet took over from anti-air frigate (FAA) Jean Bart on 23 

November as part of a French presence mission in the Arabian-Persian Gulf whose 

purpose is twofold: to combat drug trafficking whilst helping protect French interests 

in the region. In 2019 French ships made nine seizures in the area, totalling nearly 15 

tonnes of illegal products. 

The Royal Navy also recently seized drugs in the area, with the HMS Defender 

destroyer recovering 131 kg of crystal methamphetamine from a dhow it had been 

https://www.maritime-executive.com/article/dryad-indian-ocean-high-risk-area-needs-rethinking
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following on 19 December.The suspicious vessel was first detected using Defender’s 

Wildcat shipborne helicopter. The vessel then closed the dhow and a team of Royal 

Marine Commandos in Pacific 24 boats boarded and secured the vessel. It was then 

searched by a Royal Navy boarding team who found 11 packages of narcotics, with an 

estimated regional wholesale value of $280 000.HMS Defender’s haul, on its first day 

working under Combined Maritime Forces, was CTF150’s largest interdiction of 

crystal methamphetamine for 2019. It took CTF150’s overall narcotics seizures in 2019 

to $48.5 million.CTF150 has seen a huge increase in the amount of crystal 

methamphetamine being smuggled year on year, with 257 kg interdicted to date in 

2019, versus only 9kg in 2018.  

Source: defenceweb.co.za; 15 January 2020 

SANDF ENFORCING MARITIME SECURITY, 

COMBATING POACHING IN THE OVERSTAND 
- Guy Martin 

 

The South African National Defence Force (SANDF) has from the middle of January 

deployed to the Overstrand region of the Western Cape to deter illegal maritime 

activities, particularly abalone poaching, in conjunction with the South African Police 

Service (SAPS) and other roleplayers. Successes include nearly 30 arrests and the 

confiscation of half a million Rands’ worth of abalone. The SANDF deployment, as part 

of the border safeguarding Operation Corona, involves South African Army, SA Air 

Force, SA Navy and SA Military Health Service personnel as well as armoured 

personnel carriers, naval vessels and an Oryx helicopter from Air Force Base 

Ysterplaat-based 22 Squadron. The helicopter has been used to insert personnel on 

the ground when required. According to Colonel Keith Raven Aarons, the Officer 

Commanding Joint Tactical Headquarters Western Cape, the SANDF is working with 

the South African Police Service, Department of Environment, Forestry and Fisheries 

(DEFF), Cape Nature and Overstrand law enforcement as directed by the Joint Force 

Employment Guidelines from the Chief of Joint Operations. The main objective of the 

deployment is maritime safeguarding and preventing the illegal harvesting of abalone. 

“We will continue to dominate the area with deployments and prevent boats and divers 

from conducting illegal activities,” Aarons told defenceWeb. 

Several successes have already been recorded for the first two weeks of the current 

deployment, including 28 arrests, the issuing of 16 traffic fines worth R39 000, the 

confiscation of 182 shelled and two shucked abalone worth R585 000, the seizure of a 

small quantity of dagga and the confiscation of diving and electronic/communications 

equipment worth R124 700.Visible patrols are being conducted on land with armoured 

personnel carriers whilst Navy patrol vessels prevent local boats from carrying out 

illegal activities at sea. In the past, the SANDF used offshore patrol vessels and frigates 

https://www.defenceweb.co.za/security/maritime-security/french-frigate-seizes-five-tonnes-of-drugs-in-the-indian-ocean/
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to patrol South Africa’s Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), but now there is a land-based 

reaction force, Aarons explained. In the August 2018 deployment, the Navy deployed 

the offshore patrol vessel SAS Makhanda and in June/July 2019, the SANDF deployed 

the SAS Protea with the Maritime Reaction Squadron to the Overstrand region, 

supported by the SAPS and DEFF. During October/November 2018, Aarons said that 

deployment stopped any major poaching activities, drastically reducing the illegal 

harvesting of abalone. Aarons said the Overstrand is the focus of operations as it is the 

main area where illegal resources, particularly abalone, are being illegally harvested 

by organised criminal networks. This causes a loss of income to the state as well as an 

increase in other crimes as abalone is often paid for with drugs. 

Although nearly 30 people have been arrested in the January deployment, Aarons said 

“our main objective is not to arrest people. Our main objective is to keep the marine 

resource in the water. If people do poach we will obviously support the DEFF and SAPS 

to affect an arrest.” It has been estimated that around one ton of abalone is harvested 

illegally on any given day, with abalone fetching prices of up to R1 700 per kilogram 

on the black market. Poaching is responsible for the loss of an estimated R628 million 

a year, if it was harvested as a legal commodity. In October 2019, Western Cape police 

Ombud Johan Brand said the police were often overwhelmed by abalone and rock 

lobster poachers, with hundreds of poachers in the water on one occasion in Gansbaai. 

Source: defenceweb.co.za; 29 January 2020 

 

SOUTH CHINA SEA: US LITTORAL COMBAT 

SHIP CONDUCTS FREEDOM OF NAVIGATION 

OPERATION 
 

- Ankit Panda 

On January 25, a U.S. Navy warship carried out a freedom of navigation operation 

near a feature occupied by China in the disputed Spratly Islands in the South China 

Sea. The operation marked the first known U.S. Navy freedom of navigation operation, 

or FONOP, in the South China Sea in 2020.The operation was carried out by USS 

Montgomery, an Independence-class littoral combat ship. “On Jan. 25, a U.S. warship 

asserted navigational rights and freedoms in the Spratly Islands, consistent with 

international law,” a spokesperson for the U.S. 7th Fleet said in a statement. The latest 

FONOP challenged “challenged the restrictions on innocent passage,” the statement 

said. 

U.S. FONOPs in the South China Sea have commonly challenged Chinese restrictions 

on innocent passage. The Montgomery’s operation challenges restrictions near Fiery 

https://www.defenceweb.co.za/featured/sandf-enforcing-maritime-security-combating-poaching-in-the-overstrand/
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Cross Reef, a feature in the Spratly Islands that China converted into a large artificial 

island, featuring an airstrip. On Tuesday, Chinese military authorities noted that they 

had “expelled a U.S. warship” from waters in the South China Sea, the state-run Global 

Times newspaper reported. 

According to a U.S. 7th Fleet spokesperson, the operation also sought to challenge 

excessive maritime claims made around Fiery Cross Reef by Vietnam and Taiwan — 

two other claimants. Hanoi and Taipei require prior notification before an “innocent 

passage” transit.“ By engaging in innocent passage without giving notification or 

asking for permission, the United States challenged the unlawful restrictions imposed 

by China, Vietnam, and Taiwan,” the spokesperson said. “The United States 

demonstrated that innocent passage may not be subject to such restrictions.” 

Source: thediplomat.com;   29 January 2020 

 

INDONESIA EXTENDS ANTI-ILLEGAL 

FISHING TASK FORCE 
- Diana Mariksa 

 

The Indonesian government has decided to extend the service of anti-illegal fishing 

task force Satgas 115 following an evaluation by related ministries and state 

agencies.The task force was established in October 2105 based on a presidential decree 

number 115, from which the name was taken. It was initially led by then Maritime 

Affairs and Fisheries Minister Susi Pudjiastuti and has since caught and blown up 

many foreign fishing boats for illegally operating within the Indonesian waters. An 

inter-ministerial meeting led by Coordinating Minister for Political, Legal and Security 

Affairs Mahfud M.D. on Thursday decided to extend the role of the task force, which 

expired in December last year.“We've come to the conclusion that the presidential 

decree is still relevant. However, new standard operating procedures will be arranged 

and finalized within the shortest possible time,” Mahfud said after the meeting at his 

office in Jakarta. He added the Maritime Affairs and Fisheries Ministry would draft 

the new standard operating procedures. 

“The SOP will regulate who's doing what and propose the budget,” Mahfud said.He 

said there had been overlapping decisions regarding maritime patrols involving the 

task force, the Police Water and the Navy.“Now we will make clear which tasks belong 

to the Satgas 115 and which ones belong to other stakeholders in the maritime affairs,” 

Mahfud said,Presidential Staff Office head Moeldoko, who was also present at the 

metting, said that for the time being there was no plan to merge the Satgas 115 with 

the Maritime Security Agency (Bakamla), which is being prepared to function as 

Indonesia's sole coast guard.However, Moeldoko reminded that the Satgas 115 was 

only an ad hoc agency.“But for now, we will continue as it is – with several 

improvements and adjustments,” Moeldoko said. 

https://thediplomat.com/2020/01/south-china-sea-us-littoral-combat-ship-conducts-freedom-of-navigation-operation/
https://jakartaglobe.id/news/omnibus-law-on-maritime-affairs-to-bring-decisionmaking-through-one-door/


Making Waves 

15-31 January 2020       

 

                                                                                    

7                                                                                                                                                

 

Source: jakartaglobe.id   ; Jan 24, 2020 
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UK RESUMES CARRIER-BORNE FIGHTER 

OPERATIONS IN HOME WATERS 
 

British F-35B Lightning jets have flown from the decks of HMS Queen Elizabeth in UK 

waters, the first time fighter jets have operated from a British carrier in home waters 

in a decade. 

 

HMS Queen Elizabeth is in the North Sea conducting carrier qualification for Royal 

Navy and Royal Air Force pilots from the UK Lightning Force, based out of RAF 

Marham in Norfolk. 

 

The jets are flying daily to and from the ship’s 4.5-acre deck, giving the pilots vital 

experience in operating from a floating airfield in both daylight and at night, some for 

the very first time. It also provides further training for the ship’s crew, who have 

previously conducted trials with UK and US Marine Corps Lightnings in the USA. 

“We have proven the range at which we can operate HMS Queen Elizabeth together 

with her jets, having spent the past two autumns in the USA. There is now tremendous 

training value to be gained for both my ship’s company and the Lightning Force team 

at RAF Marham as we work together to operate our jets to and from the ship from their 

land base," said the Queen Elizabeth's new commanding officer, Captain Angus 

Essenhigh. 

 

“The value of operating in home waters is obvious and will unlock further planned 

training periods. Over the coming weeks on Exercise Lightning Fury, 207 Squadron 

Qualified Flying Instructors will be achieving essential carrier flying and Landing 

Signals Officer (LSO) supervisory qualifications," said Officer Commanding 207 

Squadron, Wing Commander Scott Williams. "This is a really fantastic opportunity for 

all of us, and we are very much looking forward to getting experience that will underpin 

our Carrier Strike capability in the decades to come." 

HMS Queen Elizabeth and the Lightning Force will continue training through the 

year, preparing for their first operational deployment to the Far East in 2021. On that 

mission, they will be accompanied by a squadron of U.S. Marine Corps F-35B 

Lightnings. 

 

Sources: maritime-executive.com ; 29 January 2020 
 
 

FRANCE CONFIRMS ORDER FOR SIX NEW 

POM OFFSHORE PATROL VESSELS 
-Nathan Gain  

 

https://www.maritime-executive.com/editorials/uk-resumes-carrier-borne-fighter-operations-in-home-waters
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The contract calls for the purchase of the six Offshore Patrol Vessels as well as options 

for the maintenance of the vessels for a total duration of 6 years. CNN MCO, based in 

Brest, will provide ship support services. 

The future OPVs will be delivered between 2022 and 2025. The acquisition of new 

vessels for the French Navy « aims to improve the protection of overseas territories 

and their populations, » the Ministry of Armed Forces said.  

 

Two POM vessels will each be based in New Caledonia (Nouméa), la Réunion (Port-

des-Galets) and in French Polynesia (Papeete). They will replace the ageing P400-class 

patrol boats. 

The future POM patrol ships will carry out protection missions in France’s exclusive 

economic zones (EEZ), intervene against maritime pollution and in favor of 

environmental protection, as well as rescue and assistance to people. 

The POM will have an endurance of 30 days without refueling. Each ship will 

accommodate a crew of 30 sailors and 23 passengers and operate an unmanned aerial 

vehicle. Their armament will include a 20mm caliber remote-controlled turret 

(Narwhal by Nexter), as well as 12.7 mm and 7.62mm machine guns. The POM vessel 

will be 80 meters long and 11.8 meters wide, with a draft of 3.5 meters.  

 

 Source:  navalnews.com; 29 January 2020 

 

 

NAVY LAYING GROUNDWORK FOR NEW 

SPECIAL-PURPOSE AUXILIARY SHIPS 
- Richard R. Burgess 

 

The U.S. Navy is proceeding with studies and concept development for three special-

mission ships to replace existing ships in the Military Sealift Command. 

Speaking Jan. 15 at the Surface Navy Association symposium here, Matt Sermon, the 

executive director for Amphibious, Auxiliary and Sealift Office, Program Executive 

Office-Ships, said the Navy plans to build new ocean surveillance ships (T-AGOS), a 

new cable-laying ship (T-ARC) and a new oceanographic survey ship (T-AGS). 

The Navy expects to issue during the second quarter of fiscal 2020 a request for 

proposal for industry studies for the new T-AGOS, which will be a SWATH (small 

waterplane, twin-hull) ship, as are the current T-AGOSs. A contract award for the 

Industries Studies Request for Proposals is expected in the third quarter of the year. 

A new T-ARC is needed to replace the USNS Zeus, a one-of-a-kind cable laying ship, 

which has been in service since 1984. The 2020 budget has authorized research, 

development, test and evaluation funds for the program. T-AGS-67 will be a follow-on 

Pathfinder-class ship that will be similar to T-AGS-66, the USNS Maury, which 

introduced a “moon pool” for launch and recovery of unmanned underwater vehicles. 

https://www.navalnews.com/naval-news/2020/01/france-confirms-order-for-six-new-pom-offshore-patrol-vessels/
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 Source: seapowermagazine.org; 15 January 2020 

 

 

U.S. COAST GUARD, SCRIPPS OPEN NEW 

CENTER FOR TECH COOPERATION 
 

On Friday, the U.S. Coast Guard and Scripps Institution of Oceanography launched 

the Blue Technology Center of Expertise (COE) with a ceremony on the Scripps 

campus in San Diego. 

 

“The Blue Technology Center of Expertise will better connect the Coast Guard with the 

tremendous government, academic and industry innovation ecosystem in the San 

Diego area,” said USCG Deputy Commandant for Mission Support Vice Adm. Michael 

McAllister. “It will create a unique pipeline for the rapid identification and 

implementation of new maritime technologies into critical Coast Guard operations 

around the globe.” 

 

Scripps Institution of Oceanography is a leading center for marine research and 

education, with an emphasis on innovation that dates back to World War II. The 

institution is home to significant programs such as the Coastal Data Information 

Program (CDIP), an extensive network for monitoring waves and beaches along the 

U.S. coastlines, and HF-Radar Network, a near real-time ocean surface current 

measurement network of shore-based radar systems, and a well-known research 

vessel operations division. 

 

The Coast Guard was authorized to establish the Blue Technology COE by the 2018 

Save Our Seas Act. For the purposes of the project, “blue technology” is a broad 

category: according to the USCG, it encompasses any technology, system or platform 

designed for use above, on, or below the surface of the ocean that can support or 

facilitate Coast Guard maritime domain awareness, search and rescue, emergency 

response, maritime law enforcement, marine inspections and investigations. The 

center will enable better sharing of technology and information between the Coast 

Guard and the private sector, other federal agencies, academia and non-profit 

organizations. 

 

Source: infomarine.net; 24 January 2020 

 

 
 

https://seapowermagazine.org/navy-laying-groundwork-for-new-special-purpose-auxiliary-ships/
https://infomarine.net/maritime-news/85-maritime-executive/152713-us-coast-guard-scripps-open-new-center-for-tech-cooperation.html
https://infomarine.net/maritime-news/85-maritime-executive/152713-us-coast-guard-scripps-open-new-center-for-tech-cooperation.html
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SAUDI BOOSTS ARABIAN GULF SECURITY BY 

ACQUIRING WORLD’S FASTEST 

INTERCEPTOR SPEEDBOATS 
 

 

The Royal Saudi Navy reinforced its fleet with the world’s fastest speedboats and is 

preparing to receive a new batch of combat aircraft. The military boost is aimed at 

enhancing maritime security in the Arabian Gulf and protecting vital and strategic 

interests of Saudi Arabia. 

 

On Thursday, the Saudi Navy organized a celebration at the Ras Mashaab military 

port, located 236 km north of Dammam. During the event, three speedboats joined the 

fleet of marine vessels. The Kingdom has signed an agreement with French company 

CMN to manufacture and supply a number of the HSI32 boats. Some of the vessels 

will be made in France and the rest will be made in Saudi Arabia as part of a technology 

transfer program.   

 

Commander of the Royal Saudi Naval Forces Gen. Fahd bin Abdullah Al-Ghufaili said: 

“We are now seeing the first signs of large naval projects.” He stated that the 

interceptor vessels were the first of such initiatives. These boats will raise the level of 

combat readiness, enhance maritime security in the region, contribute in carrying out 

operations in important areas, and protect vital strategic interests and Saudi Arabia, 

he added. 

 

Al-Ghufaili also said that the Kingdom will receive a number of military helicopters in 

the coming months to “support the naval forces.” The Saudi Navy is working on a 

comprehensive development of combat capabilities through various armament and 

training contracts. It also seeks to raise combat efficiency and overall capabilities to be 

among the ranks of the world’s advanced marine forces. This is in order to protect 

Saudi interests in regional waters through the implementation of future projects in 

line with Vision 2030. 

 

Source: aawsat.com ; 24 January 2020 
 

 

https://aawsat.com/english/home/article/2097361/saudi-boosts-arabian-gulf-security-acquiring-world%E2%80%99s-fastest-interceptor
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SHIPPING, PORTS AND 

OCEAN ECONOMY  
 

COMMODITY SHIPPING COST FALLS 99.95% 

AFTER VIRUS SLAMS MARKET 
 

- Krystal Chia  
 

The coronavirus crisis in China has hammered many markets this month. None may 

have felt a bigger impact than freight.Rates for giant Capesize ships, typically used to 

carry raw materials such as iron ore, plunged 90% from a September peak to less 

than $4,000 a day based on an index that tracks their earnings. A wider Baltic Dry 

Index more than halved in January to hit the lowest since 2016, as the worsening 

outbreak brought an already-weak freight market because of the Lunar New Year to 

its knees. 

The plunge in shipping rates underscores just how much pull China has in global 

commodities markets, with the virus upending everything from oil futures to copper 

prices.“Weakness is expected to persist amid uncertainty about how long the virus 

effects will last,” said Ralph Leszczynski, head of research at shipbroker Banchero 

Costa & Co. Seasonally, rates are already low in January because of the Lunar New 

Year and lower demand out of Brazil on bad weather, and the virus is an added bearish 

factor, Leszczynski said. 

Iron ore is the biggest dry-bulk cargo by volume, with annual seaborne flows totaling 

about 1.6 billion tons as vessels carry the key steel-making ingredient from giant mines 

in Brazil and Australia to users in China and Europe.Miners have downplayed 

concerns. Australia’s Fortescue Metals Group Ltd. said concern over the virus is 

impacting sentiment rather than the physical trade in iron ore. Separately, 

Brazil’s Vale SA said operations at Asian ports are normal. 

That signals prices could recover at least partially once concerns over the virus 

outbreak ease or if port operations aren’t significantly disrupted. They may also get a 

lift after a period of seasonal weakness as the holidays draw to a close. 

Source: bloomberg.com; 31 January 2020 
 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-01-30/china-deaths-rise-to-212-who-declares-emergency-virus-update
https://www.bloomberg.com/quote/FMG:AU
https://www.bloomberg.com/quote/VALE3:BZ
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-01-31/capesize-index-sinks-99-95-to-near-zero-as-virus-slams-freight
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CORONAVIRUS: CHINESE PORTS GRIND TO A 

HALT WHILE YARDS DECLARE FORCE 

MAJEURE 
 

- Sam Chambers 

 
Agents and brokers are reporting operations are slowing down at Chinese ports and 

shipyards as the coronavirus takes its toll and the Lunar New Year holidays are 

extended. 

Despite an edict from the Ministry of Transport yesterday urging port operators to 

keep ships moving, a lack of stevedores and truck drivers is slowing down vessel 

turnaround times, and storage yards are also beginning to clog up. 

The coronavirus has now topped the SARS virus from 2003 with the number of cases 

reported closing in on 10,000 and the World Health Organisation declaring the crisis 

as a global health emergency. 

The crisis has also been felt at Chinese shipyards. Yards are turning away vessels from 

scheduled drydocks citing labour shortages, and the normally busy deliveries of 

newbuildings in any given January has slowed right down. Meanwhile, scrubber 

retrofits – already taking far longer than planned – are slipping further behind 

schedule. Splash understands around 40 boxships in China are now falling behind 

their redelivery schedules from having scrubbers installed. 

The China Council for the Promotion of International Trade is offering force majeure 

certificates to businesses in China affected by the outbreak of the Wuhan novel 

coronavirus, with many shipyards applying for this. 

The shipping markets were spooked yesterday by rumours that Beijing was 

contemplating ceasing cargo operations at many of its ports, but there has been no 

official statement on the matter. 

Monaco brokers Thurlestone Shipping noted in a panamax report to clients that a few 

port closures have been “threatened” across China due to the current coronavirus 

crisis, something that could potentially aid in holding up a few vessels as they wait to 

discharge. 

Elsewhere, in Singapore on Wednesday there was a confirmed case of a crewmember 

with the coronavirus infection, who was working onboard a ship in local waters. 

Quarantine measures have taken effect. 

Terminal operator PSA Singapore has issued an advisory demanding all ship crew with 

passports from Hubei must remain onboard while visitors who have been to mainland 
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China, Hong Kong or Macau in the past 14 days will be declined entry to PSA port 

premises. 

Sources: splash247.com; 31 January 2020 
 
 

FIRST PORT-DEVELOPED TRAFFICKING 

TRAINING 
 

The first anti-human trafficking training developed by a port authority will be rolled 

out this year to ensure staff have the knowledge and resources to recognise and 

respond to instances of human trafficking. 

Developed by the Port of Seattle, in partnership with Businesses Ending Slavery and 

Trafficking (BEST), the training for staff and others who work at the port has been 

launched as National Human Trafficking Awareness Month takes place in the US. 

“The Port has made a commitment to safety and security, that includes learning to help 

spot and stop human trafficking,” said Port of Seattle Commission president Peter 

Steinbrueck. “This training will provide our staff and partners with the know-how to 

interrupt the traffickers that make this issue such a pervasive local concern and reach 

victims of human trafficking to ensure the airport and our maritime facilities are safe 

and welcoming for our community.” 

‘Ports to Freedom: Human Trafficking Training Prevention’ encompasses an e-

Learning module and in-person training sessions. The training sessions ensure port 

employees understand what human trafficking is, as well as how to identify, report and 

stop human trafficking that may take place in or around port facilities. 

Port employees have already participated in one of three in-person training sessions. 

Additionally, the port police department has previously developed its own law 

enforcement-specific human trafficking intervention training. 

On 9 January 2018, the Port of Seattle Commission passed a motion directing staff to 

finalise and implement a port-wide strategy to combat human trafficking. 

Source:  portstrategy.com; 29 January 2020 

 

 

https://splash247.com/coronavirus-chinese-ports-grind-to-a-halt-while-yards-declare-force-majeure/
https://www.portstrategy.com/news101/port-operations/safety-and-security/first-port-developed-trafficking-training
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CYBER SECURITY GUIDE FOR PORTS 

RELEASED 

A new UK cyber security good practise guide highlights the very real risk of cyber 

security breaches and the need for robust prevention strategies to protect financial, 

security and reputational interests. 

The ‘Cyber Security for Ports and Port Systems’ guide, published by The Institution of 

Engineering and Technology, with the UK Department for Transport, aims to help 

ports highlights what actions need to be taken and by who. 

“Cyber-attacks on port systems are no longer considered hypothetical or simply the 

stuff of fictional narrative,” said the guide, which noted how Maersk’s security setup 

left it open to an attack from the Maersk virus in June 2017. 

It stressed that the consequences of failing to address security risks could lead to 

serious injury or fatality, disruption or damage to port systems, loss of use of buildings, 

impact upon business operations, reputational damage, loss of revenue, financial 

penalties or litigation. 

The guide explained that port facilities are becoming increasingly complex and 

dependent on the extensive use of information and communications technologies 

(ICT) at all stages of their lifecycles – for example, in the growth of automated berthing 

operations. 

It pointed out that some of this technology is embedded in the fixed and mobile assets 

used to operate the port; other elements may be remotely located 

 

A key aim of the guide is to communicate that cyber security of port systems is 

managed cost-effectively, as part of mainstream business. 

The Port of San Diego, Port of Barcelona, Cosco Shipping Lines and APM Terminals 

are amongst maritime organisations which have suffered cyber attacks. 

In October 2019, a Cyber Risk Management (CyRiM) project report estimated that 

losses of up to US$110bn would occur in an “extreme” cyber-attack scenario involving 

Asia-Pacific (APAC) ports. 

Source: portstrategy.com ; 29 January 2020 
 

 

https://www.portstrategy.com/news101/port-operations/safety-and-security/cyber-attack-could-cost-apac-ports-us%24110bn/_nocache
https://www.portstrategy.com/news101/port-operations/safety-and-security/cyber-attack-could-cost-apac-ports-us%24110bn/_nocache
https://www.portstrategy.com/news101/port-operations/safety-and-security/cyber-security-guide-for-ports-released
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CORONONAVIRUS FEARS SUNK CARNIVAL 

AND ROYAL CARIBBEAN STOCK 
 

-Connor Smith 
 
The impact of the coronavirus outbreak in China sent shares of Carnival and Royal 
Caribbean Cruises falling again on Thursday. Thousands of guests on board a ship 
operated by Carnival (ticker: CCL) subsidiary Costa Cruises were kept on board at an 
Italian port due to a possible case of the virus. Costa Cruises said in a statement that 
one guest, a 54 year-old-woman of Chinese nationality, was put on isolation in the on-
board hospital Wednesday night. Hours later, Carnival said officials gave the entire 
ship permission to disembark, adding that the passenger was diagnosed with the 
common flu. 
 
“As soon as the suspected case was detected, the medical team on board immediately 
activated all the relevant health procedures to promptly isolate and manage the clinical 
condition,” the company’s statement read. “The Health Authority has been 
immediately notified and is now on board to conduct all the pertinent measures. It is 
our utmost priority to ensure the health and safety of passengers and crew.” European 
economic struggles have dragged on Carnival’s local brands. Carnival stock has fallen 
23% in the past year. Shares are down 12% so far this month, as investors grapple with 
the impact of the coronavirus outbreak in China. 
 
Carnival said in a regulatory filing earlier this week that it would suspend cruise 
operations from Chinese ports between Jan. 25 and Feb. 4. The company said the virus 
could cause an earnings-per-share hit between 3 cents and 4 cents. If such 
cancellations continue through the end of February, it expects an additional EPS hit of 
5 cents and 6 cents. 
 
Nomura Instinet analyst Harry Curtis wrote in a note on Tuesday that there were five 
Carnival-owned ships impacted, adding that lower Chinese demand for foreign-based 
ships could also be in play. Curtis expects first-quarter EPS of 35 cents, well below the 
consensus estimate of 49 cents cited by the analyst. 
“We expect the Street to reduce estimates to include the impact of the coronavirus and 
higher fuel prices over the coming days,” Curtis wrote. 
 
Royal Caribbean (RCL) also canceled three sailings through Feb. 8 of its Spectrum of 
the Seas ship. The ship’s home port is in China, where two more ships are set to join it 
in May and July, respectively. China represents 6% of the company’s 2020 capacity. 
Since the virus’ impact came amid the Lunar New Year holiday, Royal Caribbean 
expects an impact on 2020 EPS of about 10 cents—but the impact could reach 20 cents 
if travel restrictions in China continue through the end of February. Royal Caribbean 
is set to report fourth-quarter earnings on Tuesday. Carnival stock fell nearly 4% to 
$44.75 Thursday, while Royal Caribbean stock fell 1.6% to $119.70. The S&P 500 index 
fell 0.3%. 
 
Source: barrons.com; 30 January 2020   

https://www.barrons.com/articles/everything-investors-need-to-know-about-coronavirus-51580332568?mod=article_inline
https://www.barrons.com/quote/CCL
https://www.barrons.com/quote/RCL
https://www.barrons.com/quote/RCL
http://www.ansa.it/canale_saluteebenessere/notizie/sanita/2020/01/30/cinesi-con-febbre-su-una-nave-a-civitavecchia-fermi-in-seimila_a24713a7-ac75-4f5a-a68c-9c5993a7defe.html?mod=article_inline
http://www.ansa.it/canale_saluteebenessere/notizie/sanita/2020/01/30/cinesi-con-febbre-su-una-nave-a-civitavecchia-fermi-in-seimila_a24713a7-ac75-4f5a-a68c-9c5993a7defe.html?mod=article_inline
https://www.barrons.com/articles/carnival-stock-earnings-fourth-quarter-51576855345?mod=article_inline
https://www.rclinvestor.com/press-releases/release/?id=1454&mod=article_inline
https://www.barrons.com/quote/index/SPX
https://www.barrons.com/articles/carnival-royal-caribbean-srtock-lower-coronavirus-fears-51580408244
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MARINE ENVIRONMENT 
 

AASEN SHIPPING ORDERS WORLD’S FIRST 

HYBRID SELF DISCHARGING BULKERS 
 

In a first for diesel-electric hybrid propulsion, Norwegian shipowner Aasen Shipping 

has contracted with the technology group Wärtsilä to design and supply hybrid 

systems for two new 9,000 dwt self-discharging bulkers. These novel vessels will be 

able to run their deck-mounted excavators on battery power, eliminating the need to 

run diesel auxiliary equipment in port.  

According to Aasen Shipping, hybrid power will convey multiple benefits for its 

operations, including:  

- fuel savings of about 400 tons per year; 

- peak shaving on main engines, reducing emissions and fuel consumption; 

- variable engine RPM (via diesel-electric drive) for lower fuel consumption during 

slow steaming; 

- propulsion and maneuvering in port without the main engine; and 

- emissions-free operations in port thanks to the combination of an electric excavator, 

onboard battery power and a shore power connection.  

To determine whether hybrid power would be useful in this application, Wärtsilä 

carried out a detailed study for Aasen; it determined that the extra initial investment 

required for the battery installation would be more than offset by the high level of fuel 

cost savings. 

Each ship will be fitted with a Wärtsilä 26 main engine with gearbox and 

controllable pitch propeller (CPP), a DC switchboard, a battery pack and a power 

management system. The equipment is scheduled to be delivered to the Royal 

Bodewes shipyard in the Netherlands in mid-2021.  

The investment cost for the hybrid installation is partly supported by Enova SF, a 

Norwegian government enterprise that promotes environmentally-friendly energy 

solutions.  

Source: maritime-executive.com; 29 January 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.maritime-executive.com/article/aasen-shipping-orders-world-s-first-hybrid-self-discharging-bulkers
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MARITIME AIR POLLUTION CONFERENCE 

FOCUSES ON IMO 2020 
 

At Riviera’s Maritime Air Pollution Conference, Americas, scheduled for March 5-6 in 

Miami, panelists and participants will assess the effects of the IMO 2020 sulfur cap 

after its first three months.  

Keynote speaker Nicholas Makar, SVP for regulatory affairs at International 

Registries, Inc. (IRI), will address head-on whether implementation has gone 

according to plan. He will reflect on how consistently the new regulation has been 

policed, whether there is evidence of cheating and discuss the lessons learned to date.  

Scrubbers will also be on the agenda. It’s been the best and worst of times for scrubber 

manufacturers: There has been a spate of ordering at the same time that a heated and 

very public debate around their environmental credentials plays out in certain sections 

of the media. Expect clear analysis based on science and operational experience from 

a mix of regulators, owner/operators and suppliers recruited to the two-day program. 

Scrubbers are of course one way to allow tankers to continue to burn marine fuel with 

a higher sulfur content and achieve lower sulfur emissions. One other alternative is the 

use of LNG as a marine fuel. While cost prohibits LNG as a retrofit option for most 

tankers, it can make financial sense on a newbuilding, when the extra cost - said to be 

$15 million on a VLCC - is financed as a single package. The event will dissect the 

economics and practicalities not only of this fuel but LPG, methanol and biofuels. 

Non-hydrocarbon-based solutions will also be analyzed, as well as the potential 

savings achievable through slow steaming and its potential to deliver on emissions 

reductions. 

Whatever an owner/operator’s strategy, it is clear that the economic and regulatory 

pressures to decarbonize have been ratcheted up by IMO 2020 legislation, and these 

pressures will only increase. There is now a timeline for industry wide 

decarbonization, and at the Miami conference delegates will get clear direction on 

compliance and implementation - plus how different approaches to fuel efficiency are 

being incentivized in support of IMO’s ambitious 2050 greenhouse gas emission goals. 

Source: maritime-executive.com; 27 January 2020 
 

 

 

MOBILE MARINE PROTECTED AREAS 

PROPOSED FOR UNCLOS 
 

https://www.maritime-executive.com/features/maritime-air-pollution-conference-focuses-on-imo-2020
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World leaders are currently updating the laws for international waters, and a group of 

scientists have proposed that they should include measures that allow protected zones 

to shift as species move under climate change. 

The scientists are advocating that the United Nations include mobile marine protected 

areas in the U.N. Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) now being updated 

since its last signing in 1982. The Intergovernmental Conference (IGC) is set to adopt 

a final treaty text that secures an agreement for a U.N. high seas conservation treaty 

which provides a mechanism for establishing marine protected areas and reserves. The 

IGC-4 meeting takes place in New York from March 23 to April 3. 

"Animals obviously don't stay in one place; a lot of them use very large areas of the 

ocean, and those areas can move in time and space," said Sara Maxwell, an assistant 

professor at the University of Washington Bothell who studies migratory marine 

animals. "As climate change happens, if we make boundaries that are static in place 

and time, chances are that the animals we are trying to protect will be gone from those 

places." 

Former President Barack Obama, former President George W. Bush and actor 

Leonardo DiCaprio are well-known proponents of protecting large regions of the ocean 

environment in marine protected areas. But Maxwell says they aren't enough to 

conserve highly mobile species, like sea turtles, whales, sharks and seabirds that can 

travel across entire oceans in search of food and breeding grounds. 

Several nations now use dynamic management strategies within the 200 nautical 

miles from shore that they fish exclusively, Maxwell said. A few countries also use 

dynamic management strategies farther from shore, for boats registered to their 

countries. 

The Turtle Watch program, for instance, asks U.S. fishing boats to voluntarily avoid 

waters north of Hawaii at the surface temperatures preferred by loggerhead and 

leatherback sea turtles, to reduce the unintended capture of the endangered animal. 

In Australia, longline fishing boats forego fishing in international waters when and 

where models predict the presence of the southern bluefin tuna, a commercially 

valuable and endangered species that's managed through a quota system. 

"We hope the language in the United Nations treaty could be changed to explicitly 

include mobile marine protected areas and other dynamic management tools, so that 

those become options to protect the largest parts of the ocean going forward," Maxwell 

said. 

Maxwell is lead author of a new study Mobile Protected Areas for Biodiversity on the 

High Seas published in Science. Co-authors are Kristina Gjerde, senior high seas 

advisor to the International Union for Conservation of Nature’s Global Marine and 

Polar Programme; Melinda Conners, a research scientist at Stony Brook University 

and former UW Bothell postdoctoral researcher; and Larry Crowder at Stanford 

University. In addition to support from their home institutions, the authors received 
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funding from the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation, the Gallifrey Foundation and the Pew 

Charitable Trusts.  

 

Source:  maritime-executive.com; 21  January 2020 

 

 

CHINA TARGETS DISTANT-WATER 

CRIMINALS WITH NEW FISHERIES LAW 
 

- Zhang Chun  
-  

As China’s distant-water fishing fleet has grown considerably over the past 20 years, 

so too has the challenge of overseeing its operations. While the majority of distant-

water vessels do not break the law, the remoteness of their operations nonetheless 

enables IUU (illegal, unreported, unregulated) fishing to persist, robbing coastal 

nations of resources and hampering efforts to make the fishing industry sustainable. 

The introduction of new tools like blacklisting in 2020 will likely be key to managing 

Chinese distant-water fishing. Two years ago, the Ministry of Agriculture added 

several fishing company officials and boat captains to its blacklist. Resulting sanctions 

for the firms included the removal of subsidies and bans on distant-water operations. 

Some captains were banned entirely from the fishing industry. One such was the 

skipper of the Fu Yuan Yu Leng 999, apprehended in the Galápagos marine reserve 

carrying thousands of illegally caught sharks. 

 

A revision of the Fisheries Law – the top document regulating China’s fishing industry 

– will now include the blacklist system. Experts believe the law will come into force 

later this year.The law, which governs fishing in Chinese waters and by Chinese vessels 

further afield, is enforced by the Ministry of Agriculture’s Fisheries Bureau. It started 

life in 1986, and has been revised four times, between 2000 and 2013. Official notes 

on the upcoming revision make clear the law has not kept up with rapid changes to the 

industry. For example, tougher action is needed on new practices like electrofishing. 

The revision clarifies who bears responsibility for breaking the law, increases penalties 

and clarifies details on enforcement. It includes a new section on oversight and 

management, specifying law enforcement powers and standards for evidence 

gathering. Wang Canfa, a professor at China University of Political Science and Law 

who helped draft the revision, said that “there was little language on law enforcement 

in the original, and lots of problems during enforcement.”The law will receive several 

new additions to help curb IUU fishing. As well as the blacklist system, there will be 

requirements for vessels to record their port movements, with larger vessels having to 

stick to designated ports. Meanwhile, foreign vessels on the IUU lists of regional 

fisheries management organisations that China is party to will be banned from using 

Chinese ports. Assuming the revision comes into force, severe breaches could result in 

https://www.maritime-executive.com/article/mobile-marine-protected-areas-proposed-for-unclos
https://chinadialogueocean.net/11813-explainer-illegal-unreported-and-unregulated-fishing/
http://www.moa.gov.cn/nybgb/2018/201803/201805/t20180528_6143244.htm
https://chinadialogueocean.net/4239-china-cracks-down-on-illegal-distant-water-fishing/
http://www.moa.gov.cn/hd/zqyj/201908/t20190828_6323271.htm
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Chinese vessels being confiscated, companies having their distant-water fishing 

licence revoked, and inclusion on the blacklist. 

 

Though China began distant-water fishing later than major players like Norway and 

Japan, it has quickly expanded its activities. In 1985, the first Chinese distant-water 

fleet, of 13 vessels, reached African waters. By the end of 2018, China had almost 2,600 

distant-water vessels, catching two million tonnes of fish a year. 

With all major fishing nations expanding capacity, the number of vessels is growing 

faster than overall catch.China’s rapid expansion of its fleet at a time when fisheries 

are in decline – 93% of the world’s commercial fish stocks are overfished or fished at 

maximum levels – has caused concern, and various controversies have led to tougher 

oversight. 

 

In July 2019, opinions were solicited on revisions of distant-water fishing regulations, 

part of the Fisheries Law system, and the changes will explicitly ban distant-water 

firms and vessels from engaging in IUU activity.In late August, due to “ever tougher 

requirements from regional fishery management organisations and host nations,” 

China published a proposed revision to rules managing vessel-monitoring systems, 

also due to come into force this year. It will require Chinese vessels to implement the 

strictest applicable vessel-monitoring rules – whether they belong to China, the host 

nation, or a regional fishery management organisation. Any vessel removing or 

turning off its transponder will lose subsidies for the year.Then a draft of the revised 

fisheries law, including the blacklist system, was published for consultation. Tang 

Jianye, a professor at Shanghai Ocean University, thinks it will strengthen the system. 

Mei Hong, a professor at China Ocean University, says the inclusion of the blacklist 

shows how seriously China is taking fisheries management and also brings the country 

into line with international treaties. 

 

China is already a member of seven fishing treaties and management organisations, 

including the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission, the South Pacific 

Regional Fisheries Management Organisation, and the Convention for the 

Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources (CCAMLR). These commonly 

require their members to take measures at their ports to stop IUU fishing.The revised 

Fisheries Law therefore states a “breach of relevant international treaties China has 

ratified or joined” as reason for inclusion on the blacklist. 

 

Offending foreign vessels will be banned from Chinese ports and, in serious cases, 

confiscated. While this is the first time such measures have been formalised in 

legislation, similar actions have been taken before. In 2016, China detained a foreign 

vessel after it failed to prove the legality of the Patagonian toothfish onboard. CCAMLR 

confirmed the fish had been caught illegally, and requested the catch be sold. In 2018, 

the proceeds were donated to CCAMLR.Lining up with port state measuresAlongside 

identifying IUU vessels via regional fishery organisation reports, the revision of the 

law includes articles on port state oversight of foreign fishing boats. 

http://www.yyj.moa.gov.cn/gzdt/201910/t20191023_6330464.htm
http://www.yyj.moa.gov.cn/gzdt/201910/t20191023_6330464.htm
http://www.yyj.moa.gov.cn/gzdt/201910/t20191023_6330464.htm
https://chinadialogueocean.net/12101-distant-water-fishing-operations-transparent/
http://www.gov.cn/xinwen/2019-08/19/content_5422285.htm
http://www.cndwf.org/bencandy.php?fid=14&id=10247
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The UN’s Port State Measures Agreement requires signatories to refuse IUU vessels 

entry to port, and to confiscate catches and even vessels. The agreement, which came 

into force in June 2016, requires port states to confirm the place of registration of all 

foreign vessels in port, check for illegal catches, and share information in real time 

with other port states. Sixty-six nations plus the European Union have now signed up. 

But 77 coastal nations, including China, have not. However, in a response to a proposal 

at the People’s National Congress, the Ministry of Agriculture said it is “working with 

other departments to join and implement the Port State Measures Agreement.”Yet the 

country’s existing fishery management systems are nowhere near adequate to do so. 

Chinese academics Wang Tiantian and Tang Yi have pointed out that the oversight of 

fishing and non-fishing ports belongs to different departments; it is not clear who 

would be responsible for IUU fishing checks when a foreign vessel docks at a non-

fishing port.As they are rarely accepted by China’s fishing ports, foreign vessels do tend 

to dock at these non-fishing ports – where checks are carried out by marine and 

customs authorities. 

 

“Determining if fish have been caught illegally, or if a vessel has been engaged in IUU 

fishing, is highly specialised work, and the marine and customs authorities will 

struggle. It should be done by the fisheries bureau,” said Tang Yi, a professor at 

Shanghai Ocean University.Tang said articles in the revised Fisheries Law pave the 

way for port state measures to be implemented, and establish a process for checks on 

foreign vessels at non-fishing ports. To him the most important thing is systems for 

communication between the marine, customs and fishery authorities, so that fishery 

authorities know in real time when potential IUU vessels are arriving or leaving, and 

can be present at checks. 

 

If China does sign up to the Port State Measures Agreement, its first task will be to 

designate ports for foreign fishing vessels to use. It will then need to allocate 

enforcement staff, build infrastructure at ports, and encourage cooperation across 

different departments. According to Wang Tiantian and Tang Yi’s paper, this will be 

no small challenge, and very costly. 

But the benefits for fish populations and the countless people who rely on them for 

protein and a living would be vast. 

 
Source:  maritime-executive.com; 23 January 2020 
 
 

NYK EXPLORING AMMONIA AS CARBON 

NEUTRAL MARINE FUEL   
 

 

http://www.moa.gov.cn/gk/jyta/201907/t20190710_6320683.htm
http://html.rhhz.net/shhydxxb/20170301997.htm
https://www.maritime-executive.com/editorials/china-targets-distant-water-criminals-with-new-fisheries-law
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Speaking at a Green Ammonia Consortium last week, the company said it was part of 

a consortium exploring the maritime transport of ammonia as a power generation fuel 

used by electric power companies and the use of ammonia as marine fuel. 

 

Japan’s Green Ammonia Consortium was established in April 2019 to build a value 

chain from supply to use of CO2-free ammonia. 

 

Ammonia has been identified as one of the potential fuels of the future such as bio-

diesel, methane, hydrogen, and methanol that are carbon neutral. 

 

Industry players believe ammonia has a high probability of being commercialized. 

According to Korean Register, it is environmentally viable and in relation to other fuel 

options, does not require a high level of technical expertise when used as renewable 

energy. 

Several projects are underway exploring the viability of ammonia as marine fuel. 

 

Most recently, Malaysia’s shipping group MISC Berhad, South Korean shipbuilder 

Samsung Heavy Industries (SHI), UK’s classification society Lloyd’s Register (LR) and 

Germany’s engine manufacturer MAN Energy Solutions teamed up on a development 

project (JDP) for an ammonia-fueled tanker. 

 

As explained, the creation of the alliance has been motivated by the partners’ shared 

belief that the maritime industry needs leadership and greater collaboration if 

shipping is to meet the International Maritime Organisation’s 2050 Greenhouse Gas 

(GHG) emission target. 

 

Furthermore, LR granted Approval in Principle to Dalian Shipbuilding Industry Co. 

(DSIC), and MAN Energy Solutions for an ammonia-fuelled 23,000 TEU Ultra-Large 

Container Ship (ULCS) concept design back in December last year. 

 

The concept is said to be the first ammonia as fuel design of its kind in China, and it is 

viewed as the first step in exploring and testing low carbon alternatives such as 

ammonia. 

 

Source: worldmaritimenews.com; 30 January 2020 

     

 

GEOPOLITICS 
 

https://worldmaritimenews.com/archives/289434/lr-industry-players-join-forces-on-ammonia-fueled-tanker-project/
https://worldmaritimenews.com/archives/289434/lr-industry-players-join-forces-on-ammonia-fueled-tanker-project/
https://worldmaritimenews.com/archives/287341/ammonia-fuelled-23000-teu-boxship-design-gets-aip/
https://worldmaritimenews.com/archives/290325/nyk-exploring-ammonia-as-carbon-neutral-marine-fuel/
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CHINA TAKES THE LEAD IN THIS EMERGING 

ENERGY FRONTIER 
 

- Viktor Katona 
 

Several weeks ago, we have looked into a very recent Russian initiative to increase 

their presence in the southern part of the Gulf of Guinea, encompassing a new product 

pipeline across the DRC, upstream interests in Equatorial Guinea, Cameroon and the 

DRC. Although China is the prime buyer for the Congolese Djeno crude as well as for 

the Equatoguinean Zafiro, the future plans of Chinese companies are looking to the 

north of the Gulf of Guinea. China’s latest project is the Niger-Benin crude pipeline, a 

1982km conduit that would create a new shipping outlet for crude produced by 

Chinese companies in Niger and Chad, simultaneously linking Niger to the existing 

Chad-Cameroon pipeline. 

 

China’s national oil company China National Petroleum Corporation (CNPC) 

dominates Niger’s oil industry, being the only company that produces oil (currently 

the output hovers around the 20kbpd mark). CNPC entered Niger in 2003, taking up 

vast swathes of unappraised territories (the Bilma and Tenere blocks, their first in the 

country, amounted to more than 132 000 square kilometers). The first deliveries in 

the Agadem Basin have compelled CNPC to extend their reach in Niger and to link the 

oilfields to a refinery in Zinder, with a designated nominal capacity of 1mtpa. CNPC’s 

relative success in shaping the contours of Niger’s energy future has fueled the 

government’s creativity, too – without regard to the increasing dependence on oil 

revenues (already 17 percent of the African state’s exports and some 5 percent of GDP) 

it now stipulates that its long-term plan is to boost output tenfold to 200kbpd. 

 

The Niger-Benin pipeline has been in the makings since 2012, as CNPC’s first 

discoveries have compelled the regional authorities to think big and find export outlets 

for any incremental volumes. The initial idea was to link oil production from the 

Agadem Basin to the similarly Chinese-operated oil assets in Chad, just as it is done 

when CNPC exports Chad’s flagship Doba crude. Then the idea that Niger’s crude 

might be taken to Nigeria’s Kaduna Refinery in Katsina state was also flaunted yet 

quickly dropped due to Kaduna’s minimal utilization rates and Boko Haram still 

representing a grave threat for any investment project along Nigeria’s northern 

border. Between 2012 and 2018, Chinese officials have tried to negotiate a deal with 

Chad yet given the strained ties between the two (think of the 2013/2014 Déby-

initiated environmental dispute) CNPC has instead opted to iron out a deal with the 

government of Benin. 

 

It took CNPC less than a year to finalize the Niger-Benin Export Pipeline (NBEP) 

project, with the Transportation Convention signed September 15, 2019. NBEP might 

seem an odd choice considering it is more than double in length to the mothballed 

https://oilprice.com/Energy/Energy-General/Russia-Bets-Big-On-The-Worlds-Least-Explored-Oil-Frontier.html
https://oilprice.com/Latest-Energy-News/World-News/Chinese-Investments-In-Nigerian-Oil-Hit-16B.html
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Niger-Chad pipeline expansion and hence much more expensive to carry out – the 

latter was estimated to cost some $1.2 billion, whilst NBEP’s cost amounts to $2.5 

billion. Boko Haram and an increasingly weaker state in Cameroon notwithstanding 

(both are perfectly legitimate reasons to shirk it), the prime reason to go for the costlier 

option lied in CNPC actually being able to do what it wants. Were it to opt to tie its 

Niger fields to the Chad-Cameroon pipeline which runs all the way to the port of Kribi, 

it would only have third-party access in that pipeline as it is operated by ExxonMobil, 

which co-owns it with Chevron and Petronas. 

 

Inasmuch as its investments bring new life into the semi-arid Sahel region, China’s 

emergence as the leading oil investor into Niger is not always perceived approvingly, 

raising fears that the emergent industry might be prioritized over other segments of 

life. Much of this stems from the government’s rather inept forgoing of its environment 

protection-related commitments – in 2019 the Niger government arbitrarily moved 

the boundaries of the Termit and Tin Toumma nature reserves in the eastern part of 

the country so as to “unblock” territories which were included in the CNPC production-

sharing agreement yet were heretofore protected by the status of Africa’s largest nature 

reserve.Related: OPEC Considers Deeper Oil Cuts Amid Virus Market Meltdown 

 

Be that as it may, the Niger-Benin Export Pipeline is expected to be commissioned by 

early 2022 at a total cost of $2.7 billion, linking Koulélé (the nominal hub of Agadem 

drilling operations) with Port Seme in Benin. The pipeline shall be accessible for third 

parties, too – Savannah Petroleum has already indicated its intent to utilize it once it 

is built. For the sake of Niger’s diversified production portfolio, it is definitely good 

news that the UK-based Savannah Petroleum has made great headway in discovering 

new fields, finishing 2018 with a total tally of 130 MMbbl worth of oil reserves added. 

However, in terms of international majors the Chinese CNPC remains the only one, 

thus far only African companies have expressed their interest in taking up a bigger 

position in Africa. 

 

Now that the pipeline construction is under way, the ball is in the court of Niger’s 

government as they now must ensure that there will be enough crude to fill it. They 

have tried to garner some international attention by saying that were oil investors to 

spend 7 billion on exploration in Niger, a total of 109 discoveries would be unearthed 

in a short-to-mid-term horizon, to the mutual benefit of the local populace and NOCs. 

Niger is without a doubt insufficiently appraised and its lacustrine sandstone layers 

interbedded with mudstone might be of interest to international investors, especially 

now that low-sulphur heavy crudes are doing well in the international markets (the 

crude’s API density varies in the 28-31° interval). 

 

If Niger plays its cards right now, NBEP might become the start of something really 

worthwhile – all the more so as most international oil companies (including Glencore) 

now seem to be intent of leaving neighboring Chad, not because the oil is lacking rather 

because the authoritarian style of government hinders further investment. With 

https://oilprice.com/Energy/Crude-Oil/OPEC-Considers-Deeper-Oil-Cuts-Amid-Virus-Market-Meltdown.html
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Nigeria ratcheting up deepwater taxes, there is certainly room for Niger to be the 

business-friendly country of West Africa. Especially now, when the Niger-Benin might 

have auxiliary consequences for the region’s upstream prospects in general – the 

authorities of both countries are actively promoting their forthcoming licensing 

rounds, moreover the transit fees would also provide a boost for federal revenues. 

 

Source:  oilprice.com; 28 January 2020 
 

WHAT ARE THE IMPLICATIONS OF SOUTH 

KOREA’S DECISION TO SEND A NAVAL UNIT 

TO THE STRAIT OF HORMUZ 
 

- Hae Won Jeong  

-  
The announcement by the Republic of Korea (ROK) Ministry of National Defense 

(MND) that it would independently deploy the Cheonghae naval unit to the Strait of 

Hormuz on January 21 was met with mixed reactions from the United States, the Gulf 

states — namely Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) – Iran, and the 

South Korean public. The decision came amid mounting pressures for South Korea to 

join the U.S.-led maritime force in the Strait of Hormuz following escalations from the 

Fujairah tanker attacks on May 19, 2019 and the Saudi Aramco attack on September 

14, 2019 to the assassination of Iran’s Quds Force commander, Qassem Soleimani, on 

January 3.  

 

Amid the tensions, U.S. President Donald Trump called on the major oil importers to 

increase their burden sharing by contributing their own troops to protect “their own 

ships” and shipping lanes.The pressure on South Korea to share the burden of 

defending shipping lanes in the Middle East comes amid deadlocked negotiations on 

a different form of burden-sharing. While South Korea has been an ally of the United 

States since the Korean War, the Trump administration has demanded that Seoul 

massively increase its contribution to the costs of stationing U.S. troops on its soil. 

South Korea had agreed to pay $927 million in the last Special Measures 

Agreement signed in February 2019, which is a $70.3 million increase from the 

previous agreement. And yet, U.S. Secretary of Defense Mark Esper continued to urge 

South Korea to increase its financial contributions for hosting over 28,000 U.S. troops 

during his visit to South Korea in November 2019, further hinting at the prospects of 

concluding future host-nation support agreements as one-year deals rather than the 

usual five-year agreements. 

 

The history of South Korea’s military contributions to the Middle East includes 

dispatching C-130 Hercules transport aircraft and providing medical support for the 

U.S.-led coalition during the Second Gulf War, deploying troops to Afghanistan in 

https://oilprice.com/Geopolitics/Africa/China-Takes-The-Lead-In-This-Emerging-Energy-Frontier.html
https://twitter.com/realdonaldtrump/status/1143128642878410752?lang=en
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-southkorea-usa-military-factbox/factbox-u-s-and-south-koreas-security-arrangement-cost-of-troops-idUSKBN1XN09I
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-southkorea-usa-military-factbox/factbox-u-s-and-south-koreas-security-arrangement-cost-of-troops-idUSKBN1XN09I
https://www.militarytimes.com/flashpoints/2019/11/15/esper-says-south-korea-which-paid-90-percent-of-costs-for-camp-humphreys-needs-to-increase-burden-sharing-to-keep-us-troops-in-south-korea
https://www.militarytimes.com/flashpoints/2019/11/15/esper-says-south-korea-which-paid-90-percent-of-costs-for-camp-humphreys-needs-to-increase-burden-sharing-to-keep-us-troops-in-south-korea
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December 2001 in the aftermath of the 9/11 attacks, and participating in peacekeeping 

operations by deploying a Republic of Korea contingent to south Lebanon as well as 

the Zaytun unit to Irbil in northern Iraq and the Daiman unit to Kuwait in August 

2005. In addition, Seoul has been deploying the Akh Unit special forces to the UAE 

since January 2011. 

 

South Korea’s recent decision to dispatch the Republic of Korea Navy (ROKN) 

destroyer KDX-II and 300 naval forces is a strategic decision aimed at protecting 

25,000 South Koreans in the Middle East and in ensuring the safe passage of South 

Korean commercial vessels. Iran’s renewed threat to close the Strait of Hormuz, a vital 

chokepoint for the global energy supply, in April 2019 came as a result of the U.S. 

maximum pressure campaign, particular the decision not to renew waivers allowing 

Iranian oil exports. South Korea, as the world’s fifth largest crude oil importer, has 

sufficient stakes to secure the passageway to the Strait, through which 70 percent of 

South Korea’s crude oil shipments pass. A policy adviser to the South Korean defense 

minister, Jung Suk-hwan, highlighted in a press conference on January 21 that South 

Korean vessels transit through the channel about 900 times a year. 

 

The MND also stressed that the ROKN Cheonghae unit will not be operating as part of 

the U.S.-led coalition in the International Maritime Security Construct (IMSC), which 

is headquartered in Bahrain. The decision to operate independently from the IMSC is 

based on a political calculus to walk a tightrope between Washington and Tehran. 

Along the same lines, South Korea emphasized that its independent operations in the 

Strait of Hormuz will be undertaken by expanding the operations of its counterpiracy 

naval task force rather than dispatching fresh troops. From Seoul’s perspective this is 

a move to appease Tehran by detaching itself from the U.S. coalition at the same time 

as securing its strategic and commercial interests. According to the MND, both 

Washington and Tehran were informed about the decision in the weekend prior to the 

press release. Regardless, a spokesperson for the Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

Abbas Mousavi, called South Korea’s decision unacceptable. Iran considers the 

presence of foreign forces in the region a threat. 

By contrast, the United States and the Gulf states, particularly Saudi Arabia and the 

UAE, welcomed South Korea’s decision as a measure for increasing international 

pressure on Tehran. Pentagon spokesperson Lt. Col. Dave Eastburn commented 

that securing passage in the Strait of Hormuz is an “international problem that 

requires an international solution.” 

 

While cautiously keeping an eye on Japan’s decision to send their naval troops and 

warships to the Strait on December 27, 2019, South Korea had been mulling 

alternative options to joining the U.S.-led coalition. Despite the rationale for 

“temporarily expanding the naval unit’s operational scope,” the MND’s decision 

sparked a debate in domestic politics, as the response was sharply polarized between 

the liberal and the conservative factions. Both the ruling Democratic Party and the 

right-wing opposition Liberty Korea Party have approved the decision whereas the 

https://www.arabnews.com/node/1616641/world
https://en.mehrnews.com/news/154943/S-Korea-not-to-cooperate-with-US-on-probable-joint-military
https://en.mehrnews.com/news/154943/S-Korea-not-to-cooperate-with-US-on-probable-joint-military
https://en.mehrnews.com/news/154834/S-Korea-briefed-Iran-on-sending-troops-to-Strait-of-Hormuz
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20200122000056
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20200122000056
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-southkorea-mideast/south-korea-to-deploy-anti-piracy-unit-to-the-strait-of-hormuz-idUSKBN1ZK06H
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progressive left-wing Justice Party and the Bareunmirae Party were opposed and 

demanded that the government seek parliamentary approval. The MND maintains 

that parliamentary approval for the move is unnecessary, citing the history of 

bypassing parliamentary authorizations in deploying troops for rescuing South Korean 

citizens from Libya and Yemen in 2011, 2014, and 2015. 

As an ally to the United States and a major oil importer, South Korea is putting its 

national interests first by deploying a naval unit to the Strait. Nevertheless, Seoul is 

caught in a tug of war between the United States and Iran. Commercial, strategic, and 

diplomatic interests are at stake, and the debate in South Korean domestic politics 

reflects the dilemma of securing its national interests while trying to avoid 

jeopardizing commercial ties with Iran. 

 

Sources: thediplomat.com; 28 January 2020 

 

 

XI VOWS TO BOLSTER TIES WITH MYANMAR 

TO “NEW LEVEL” AS CHINA EYES OPENING 

INTO INDIA OCEAN 
 
President Xi Jinping on Friday vowed to take China''s ties with Myanmar to a "new 

level" during his maiden visit, which aims at boosting the Communist giant''s 

investments in mammoth infrastructure projects, including a USD 1.3-million port 

deal that will provide Beijing a stepping stone to the Indian Ocean. On his arrival in 

Myanmar, the first by a Chinese leader in 19 years, President Xi received a royal 

welcome with two fighter jets escorting his plane after it entered the country''s 

airspace. As his plane touched down in Nay Pyi Taw, children presented him flowers 

before he was whisked off to a greeting party, China''s state-run Xinhua news agency 

reported.Huge portraits of the Chinese President and banners celebrating the China-

Myanmar friendship and cooperation were put up along Xi''s route from the airport to 

downtown. 

According to Xinhua, Xi told Myanmar leaders that he was convinced that his visit will 

"take the bilateral ties to a new level and into a new era". China, which for decades has 

maintained close ties with Myanmar military even when the Myanmar State 

Counsellor, Suu Kyi, was incarcerated for years, has again became an important ally to 

fend off global isolation of Nay Pyi Taw in the wake of the Rohingya crisis. During his 

trip, Xi is expected to sign a series of infrastructure agreements as part of his ambitious 

Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), which critics say, is saddling nations with debt. 

India has been severely critical of the BRI as it comprises the USD 60 billion China-

Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), which passes through Pakistan-occupied 

Kashmir (PoK).A key deal which the Chinese President is expected to finalise with 

Myanmar is the USD 1.3 billion project to develop the Kyaukphyu port, which will 

https://thediplomat.com/2020/01/what-are-the-implications-of-south-koreas-decision-to-send-a-naval-unit-to-the-strait-of-hormuz/
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provide China a stepping stone to the Indian Ocean, besides energy security. Some 

reports said that the two countries have already reached an agreement on the deep-

sea port project in 2018. 

China has already acquired the Gwadar port in Pakistan, followed by Hambantota in 

Sri Lanka in India's backyard.China''s Ambassador to Myanmar, Chen Hai, on Sunday 

last said Xi was expected to oversee the signing of several deals during a two-day visit, 

including possibly putting the final piece of the puzzle in the USD 1.3 billion port deal, 

negotiations for which have been going on for several years, according to a report in 

Hong Kong-based South China Morning Post. Once completed, the facility on the Bay 

of Bengal will provide Beijing with a direct link to oil supplies from the Middle East, 

as Kyaukphyu is at one end of a massive oil and natural gas pipeline network that runs 

all the way to Kunming in southwest China's Yunnan province, it said. 

The direct link will provide an alternative route for China's energy imports avoiding 

the Malacca Strait, which links the Indian Ocean to the South China Sea but has 

become a flashpoint for Sino-Indian maritime rivalry, the report said. A high-speed 

rail project to connect the port and nearby planned industrial zone with the countries'' 

shared border is also on the cards. President Jinping and Suu Kyi had a meeting at 

Myanmar's presidential palace during which the two leaders had a cordial and friendly 

talk, the Xinhua reported. They agreed to have an in-depth exchange of views on 

China-Myanmar relations and issues of mutual concern on Saturday. Before the talk, 

upon his arrival at the presidential palace, the Chinese President inspected a guard of 

honour in the company of his Myanmar counterpart U Win Myint. Under attack from 

the global community over human rights violations by Myanmar''s military against the 

Rohingya Muslims leading to their mass exodus to neighbouring Bangladesh, 

Myanmar pulled out all the stops to accord red carpet welcome to Xi. 

The silence of Suu Kyi, a Nobel Peace prize winner, over the Rohingya crisis has come 

under intense global criticism. The International Court of Justice, where Gambia has 

filed a case of genocide against Myanmar, on Wednesday said it will deliver its decision 

next week on whether emergency measures should be imposed on Myanmar over 

alleged genocide against its Rohingya Muslims. 

"I think there are numerous expectations for Xi''s visit, but there is also trepidation 

that the high-level visit is predicated on China cashing in on its diplomatic support for 

Myanmar over the Rakhine crisis, and unsticking stalled CMEC (China-Myanmar 

Economic Corridor) projects," said David Mathieson, an analyst based in Yangon." The 

Western opprobrium heaped on Myanmar was not mired by China, who balanced its 

strategic interests with shoring up support for the NLD government, and now it’s time 

for China to use that support to get its trade and infrastructure projects moving faster," 

he was quoted as saying by the South China Morning Post.  

Source: businessstandard.com; 17 January 2020 
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TURKEY’S LATEST POWER GRAB HAS 

EUROPE ON EDGE 
 

Conflicts in the Middle East attract an entanglement of interventions, any of which 

could turn the region into a powder keg, and Turkish intervention in Libyan civil 

conflict adds a new dimension. Turkey’s parliament approved a bill to deploy Turkish 

troops to Libya to assist and advise the forces of Government of National Accord 

against the forces of General Khalifa Haftar, supported by Russia, Egypt and the 

United Arab Emirates. Greece, Israel and Cyprus denounced the Turkish decision as 

provocative and destabilizing for the region. Behind these military and diplomatic 

maneuvers lie a struggle for energy and political power. 

 

Fahreetin Altun, Republic of Turkey’s communication director, announced the aim on 

Twitter: “Turkey will work toward defending the international law, achieving security, 

and preserving peace in Libya and the Eastern Mediterranean. We will prevent any 

effort to exploit the conflict in the region. At the same time, we are also ready to 

cooperate on establishing stability.” A UN agreement formed Libya’s Government of 

National Accord in 2015, supported by the United States and the European Union. 

 

Avoiding containment: Turkey and Libya sign an agreement on maritime boundaries, 

responding to plans by Cyprus, Egypt, Israel and Greece to develop natural gas in the 

Eastern Mediterranean Yet oil is at the center of this conflict as the Turkish 

government pursues aggressive foreign policy against a coalition of Cyprus, Egypt, 

Israel and Greece in the Eastern Mediterranean. The Turkish policy began with a 

signed agreement on Mediterranean maritime boundaries with Libya – a response to 

Cyprus forming the coalition to develop the Eastern Mediterranean energy sector. 

Turkish authorities described its agreement as a means to prevent the coalition's 

attempt to encircle Turkey. Greece, Israel and Cyprus denounced the Turkish-Libyan 

agreement as provocative, suggesting it undermines international efforts to stabilize 

the region. Those countries also signed a pipeline deal for shipping natural gas from 

the Eastern Mediterranean to Europe. Turkey’s diplomatic move was also a response 

to attempts to exclude Turkey from Mediterranean gas exploration. Turkish President 

Recep Tayyip Erdo? An insisted that no project can proceed without 

Turkey’s consent following its deal with Libya.Related: Oil Market Falls Deeper Into 

AbyssCyprus regards Turkey’s attempt to explore gas in the Eastern Mediterranean as 

provocative. The European Union has threatened sanctions, and the US Secretary of 

State has described Turkey’s activities as “illegal.” Even so, Fatih Donmez, Turkey’s 

energy minister, declared such activities will “continue with determination.” Hence, 

the government views intervention in Libya as the only way to achieve Turkish goals 

for the Eastern Mediterranean. Turkish troops will work to secure the government of 

Libya against General Haftar’s forces. Turkey also sought to guarantee its seat in the 

international conference on Libya held in Berlin in January. 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-50975494
https://oilprice.com/Geopolitics/Europe/Turkey-And-Europe-On-Collision-Course-Over-Energy-Agenda.html
https://twitter.com/fahrettinaltun/status/1212793321917161477
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-turkey-libya-eastmed-tensions-explain/turkey-libya-maritime-deal-rattles-east-mediterranean-idUSKBN1YT0JK
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-turkey-libya-eastmed-tensions-explain/turkey-libya-maritime-deal-rattles-east-mediterranean-idUSKBN1YT0JK
https://oilprice.com/Energy/Energy-General/Turkeys-Growing-Role-In-The-Libya-Conflict.html
https://oilprice.com/Energy/Energy-General/Turkeys-Growing-Role-In-The-Libya-Conflict.html
https://oilprice.com/Energy/Energy-General/Turkeys-Growing-Role-In-The-Libya-Conflict.html
https://oilprice.com/Energy/Energy-General/Oil-Market-Falls-Deeper-Into-Abyss.html
https://oilprice.com/Energy/Energy-General/Oil-Market-Falls-Deeper-Into-Abyss.html
https://www.forbes.com/sites/gauravsharma/2019/10/08/turkey-wont-back-down-in-pursuit-of-natural-gas-in-eastern-mediterranean/#d9406b263ab2
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Turkey seeks to use its military power to force other countries in the region to accept 

its demands, as it did with two interventions in Syria. However, the consequences of 

sending Turkish troops to Libya could be more disruptive for domestic politics than 

the interventions in Syria for four reasons. 

 

First, the 2016 attempted coup resulted in a rise of nationalism and anti-Americanism 

in Turkey after public opinion assumed the soldiers who joined were linked to NATO 

and the US-supported cleric Fethullah Gülen, a notion reinforced by the Turkish 

government. Second, the government had revised its vision on Syrian policy, focusing 

on destroying the Syrian Democratic Forces, a group that had garnered sympathy from 

the West for their steadfast defense of Northern Syria against the Islamic State. A 

majority of Turkish citizens supported the interventions, accepting these as war 

against the terrorist group PKK, after documents suggested that Abdullah 

Öcalan, imprisoned PKK leader, formulated the democratic-self administration 

program of Syrian Democratic Forces during peace negotiations in 2013. Threats of 

US sanctions also helped Turkish leaders win domestic support. 

All political parties in the Turkish assembly, except the People’s Democratic Party, 

supported the policies in Syria. However, Turkey’s gains remain unclear. Furthermore, 

the intervention had costs: 180 lives lost in Operation Euphrates Shield, Operation 

Olive Branch and Operation Peace Spring. Defense spending expanded, representing 

12.9 percent of the total budget, and the unemployment rate increased to 14 percent, 

with the currency flailing and inflation exceeding 11 percent in December. Third, the 

nationalist atmosphere posed negative consequences for the Syrian refugees in Turkey 

as well as the Erdo? An government. Turkish nationalists blame the government’s 

refugee policies for the country’s economic problems, and Erdo? An had announced a 

plan to send refugees to the safe zone in Syria. Many Turks did not see that settlement 

plan as viable, and Turkey’s many political parties were not keen to take another risk 

as the government attracted international condemnation for its actions in Syria. 

 

The Republican People’s Party, the Good Party and the People’s Democratic Party 

rejected the bill to deploy Turkish troops in Libya. The opposition labelled the new 

adventure in Libya as a neo-Ottomanist policy. The Future Party, led by former Prime 

Minister Ahmet Davuto? lu – the key person behind Turkey’s Syrian policy – also 

opposed the decision to send troops to Libya. Steady increase: Turkey ranks among 

the world’s top nations for military strength) 

 

The opposition parties support diplomacy and dialogue, and the Republican People’s 

Party, the main opposition party in the assembly, holds a view similar to that of NATO, 

claiming that supporting one side during internal conflicts can promote instability. 

The Good Party and People’s Democratic Party also suggest that the government’s 

aggressive policies during the Syrian War and Arab Spring, supported by leaders 

linked with the Muslim Brotherhood, resulted in Turkey’s isolation and destroyed 

good relations with Syria, Egypt, Lebanon and Iran. 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-36855846
https://www.euronews.com/2019/10/16/what-is-the-pkk-and-what-s-behind-turkey-s-war-in-syria-euronews-answers
http://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/koseyazisi/1709197/cat%C4%B1%C5%9Fman%C4%B1n-ortas%C4%B1nda-bu-okuduklar%C4%B1n%C4%B1z-hic-ho%C5%9Funuza-gitmeyecek.html
http://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/koseyazisi/1709197/cat%C4%B1%C5%9Fman%C4%B1n-ortas%C4%B1nda-bu-okuduklar%C4%B1n%C4%B1z-hic-ho%C5%9Funuza-gitmeyecek.html
https://www.duvarenglish.com/diplomacy/2020/01/02/turkish-parliament-approves-motion-on-sending-troops-to-libya/
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Fourth, critics questioned the creation of new alliances in Libya. While Turkey, Iran 

and Russia close in on a deal for Syria, Russian support to the regime in Idlib triggered 

another refugee crisis. Over the next few months, hundreds of thousands of more 

people may head for the Turkish border, and Turkey has not signaled how it will 

handle this challenge. 

 

The Idlib crisis and Turkey’s intervention in Libya may put Turkey and Russia at 

opposite sides once again. A ceasefire for Libya brokered by Russia and Turkey began 

12 January. If international conferences do not achieve peace, Turkey could destroy its 

relationship with Russia and result in total isolation for Turkey in the region. All in all, 

the Turkish gambit has two goals. First, it desires to keep the GNA in power in Libya 

to secure advantages in the Eastern Mediterranean and increase economic activities in 

North Africa by using the nation as an entryway. By sending troops to Libya, Turkey 

secures a seat at international conferences deciding the country’s fate. Turkey uses its 

military power for diplomatic advantages, but at the risk of losing respect in the 

international arena. Among the outcomes in the Berlin conference is a call for 

termination of all military movements by, or in direct support of, the conflict parties 

in Libya. Countries that do not abide by the arms embargo could face sanctions, which 

could be a useful tool for Erdo? An in the domestic arena. 

 

The more important goal for the Erdo? An government is restoring popularity at home. 

Economic problems, rising of secularism among young generations and authoritarian 

tactics contributed to the government’s losses in 2019 municipal elections, especially 

in Istanbul. Moreover, the Justice and Development Party is in crisis, as former party 

leaders create new political parties: the Future Party of Davuto?lu and another to be 

announced under the leadership of Ali Babacan, former economic minister. Erdo? An 

may sense his only option is to rely on threats from other countries, instigating 

nationalism, to restore his popularity. The international arena, in that sense, should 

work to find new solutions to develop diplomacy and dialogue throughout the Middle 

East and discourage interventions. Imposing sanctions on Turkey only increase 

nationalism, an appeal to historical glory under Ottoman rule legitimizing anti-

democratic and anti-liberal governance. 

 

Source: oilprice.com 
 

 

RUSSIA MAKES ITS PRESENCE KNOWN IN 

IRAN CRISIS 
 

Recent revelations make it clear that Iran’s willingness to confront the U.S. following 

the strike that killed Maj. Gen. Qasem Soleimani in Baghdad was not driven just by a 

mix of domestic considerations and a compelling desire to retaliate. Iran’s bluntly 

open challenge to the U.S. may have been backed by another major military power: 

https://www.turkishminute.com/2019/12/26/babacan-to-announce-new-party-in-early-2020/
https://oilprice.com/Geopolitics/Europe/EU-Slaps-Sanctions-On-Turkey-For-Illegal-Offshore-Drilling.html
https://oilprice.com/Geopolitics/Europe/Turkeys-Latest-Power-Grab-Has-Europe-On-Edge.html
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Russia.The news that least 11 U.S. defense personnel sustained light injures as a result 

of missile strikes carried out by Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) did 

more than undermine optimistic statements by President Donald Trump. It also raised 

questions about how Iran managed to launch such a well-coordinated series of attacks. 

Even limited open-source data, including unclassified satellite imagery, suggests high-

precision hits of selected targets intended (a) to demonstrate the lethality of Iran’s 

enhanced tactical missile strike capability and its capacity to inflict damage on physical 

infrastructure, and (b) to keep human fatalities to a minimum. Iran’s missiles were 

likely equipped with satellite guidance and target-tracking capabilities with access to 

one of the global navigation satellite systems. 

Iran has no independent orbital group of satellites, and access to U.S. GPS/NAVSTAR 

or European GNSS (Galileo Global Navigation Satellite System) is denied to the 

Iranian military. The only other systems available to Iran would be Russian GLONASS 

or Chinese BeiDou. It is likely that that IRGC relied on one of these for precision 

targeting.In late December, Russia, China, and Iran held their first trilateral naval 

exercise, Marine Security Belt, in the Indian Ocean and the strategically sensitive Gulf 

of Oman. While both Russia and China stopped short of describing the exercise as a 

form of deterrence against hostile action towards Iran, the message was clear: both 

military powers were showing solidarity with Tehran amid escalating political-military 

tensions. 

A few examples illustrate the point. Shortly after the US-Iran crisis erupted, Moscow 

was on the move, backing Iran politically and militarily. On January 7, Russian 

President Vladimir Putin made a surprise visit to Syria before visiting neighbouring 

Turkey. The aim was not just to show continuing support for the regime of Syria’s 

President Bashar al-Assad. The fact that Putin met with Assad at Russia’s regional 

operations and command centre was both symbolic and telling: Moscow keeps a close 

eye on regional developments and is ready to react to any form of escalation.Following 

the visit to Turkey, Putin attended large-scale naval exercises held by the Russian Navy 

in the Black Sea. The timing and locale of the exercises was equally revealing – Russia 

was again showcasing its military might, including offensive firepower, as a warning 

to the U.S. and its allies that it will not act as a passive observer should Iran come 

under attack. 

Russia’s determination to contain U.S. actions in the region was also highlighted by a 

near collision between Russian and U.S. warships in the Arabian Sea on January 9, the 

same day as the Russian naval exercises in the Black Sea. Russian intelligence-

gathering vessel RFS Ivan Hurs nearly hit the USS Farragut destroyer while 

shadowing operations of a U.S. aircraft carrier battle group in the area. 

Russian air defense units have been closely monitoring airspace over and around Iran 

and probably sharing intelligence with Tehran. On January 17, Russian Foreign 

Minister Sergei Lavrov stated that at least six fifth-generation F-35 tactical aircraft 

were spotted near Iranian airspace shortly after Iranian missile attacks on U.S. 

facilities in Iraq. 
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Russia’s stance on foreign intervention in Iran is likely driven by several 

considerations: 

• An invasion of Iran would likely become a protracted and bloody campaign for any 

invading force, even after the Iranian regime’s military defeat; 

• Experience in Libya and Iraq suggests that a peaceful and bloodless transition of power 

would be highly unlikely, creating a regional arc of instability extending from 

Afghanistan right through to the Israeli border; 

• The balance of power in the Persian Gulf and the larger Middle East would shift 

dramatically, triggering further geopolitical instability and conflict. 

In addition, other factors may influence Moscow’s behavior: 

• Any military operations against Iran could involve coordinated strikes from the 

Caspian Sea (Azerbaijan’s airfields, should Baku grant access to the U.S. Air Force), 

which Russia considers a zone of immediate strategic significance; 

• Any significant environmental impact and resulting humanitarian crisis from strikes 

on Iran would affect Russia’s southern regions; 

• U.S. military presence in northern Iran with direct access to the Caspian would be 

viewed in Moscow as a direct threat to its national security. 

Still, it would be premature to assume that Russia has unconditionally taken the side 

of Iran. On one hand, Moscow used an array of diplomatic and military signals to 

demonstrate that Iran is not alone, and that unilateral action will not go unanswered. 

On the other, it applied pressure on Tehran to restrain its actions and avoid further 

escalation. 

Despite the two countries’ improved bilateral relations, strengthening strategic 

dialogue, and increasing economic and military cooperation, Iran is a partner of 

convenience for Moscow – not a close friend or a client – and there is little doubt that 

Russia has benefited from the killing of Solemaini, who was instrumental to Iran’s 

strategic leverage in Syria, a concern for Moscow for some time. His death will have 

serious long-lasting impact on Iran’s capacity to influence the Assad regime and on the 

freedom that Iranian-backed units exercised in Syria. Putin’s surprise visit to 

Damascus indicates that Moscow was quick to fill the power vacuum and show Assad 

the dominant factor now in Syria. 

Moreover, the Russian budget profited from the hike in oil prices.Moscow’s 

involvement highlights both the complexity and the potential fragility of the Iran crisis, 

especially when two nuclear powers provoke each other against a backdrop of regional 

tensions. In Syria, there have been a number of reports of Russian and U.S. forces 

blocking each other’s operations. In the absence of an immediate political solution and 

a desire to defuse tensions, the crisis in the Gulf will continue to be a ticking time 

bomb.    

Source:  maritime-executive.com; 24 January 2010 
 
 
 

https://www.maritime-executive.com/editorials/russia-makes-its-presence-known-in-iran-crisis
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