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Maritime Security Cooperation can deepen Japan-India Strategic ties 

Maintaining maritime order from the South China Sea to the Indian Ocean is a 

common interest of both Japan and India. In the pursuit of this strategic objective, the 

bilateral partnership should be strengthened. Prime Minister Shinzo Abe visited India 

and held talks with his Indian counterpart, Narendra Modi. The two leaders 

announced a joint statement reaffirming the importance of "freedom of navigation, 

overflight and unimpeded commerce" based on international laws. It marked the 10th 

bilateral meeting held by the two leaders. Based on their relationship of trust, concrete 

cooperation should be pursued. 

At a press conference, Abe emphasized that he is "determined to work together with 

Prime Minister Modi to take the lead toward peace and prosperity in the Asia-Pacific 

region and the world." In the joint statement, the two leaders pledged to boost their 

efforts to align the "Free and Open Indo-Pacific Strategy," which Abe advocates, and 

the "Act East Policy," which emphasizes stronger ties in Asia, advocated by Modi. 

In order to develop regions from Southeast Asia to India and Africa, it is important for 

policies of both countries to bring about synergistic effects.The two countries' 

partnerships with nations in Southeast Asia are also essential. 

Under the "One Belt, One Road" initiative to create a huge economic zone, China is 

injecting a sizable amount of funds in the development of ports in such countries as 

Pakistan and Sri Lanka. Chinese military vessels and submarines have also been 

actively operating in waters near the Indian Ocean. 

Boost economic relations, too 

India is turning its back on China's "One Belt, One Road" initiative, probably because 

India has a strong sense of wariness over China's hegemonic motives. Japan's 

Maritime Self-Defense Force, the U.S. Navy and the Indian Navy held a joint drill in 

the Bay of Bengal in the Indian Ocean in July. To hold China's self-serving activities in 

check, methodically expanding maritime security cooperation between Japan, the 

United States and India is effective. 



 
 

During the meeting, Abe and Modi agreed to persuade the international community 

to maximize the pressure of their economic sanctions and other punitive measures on 

North Korea, which has recently pushed ahead with a nuclear test. The international 

efforts to contain North Korea should be steadily expanded. As for economic fields, an 

agreement was reached that Japan will provide a total sum of about ¥190 billion in yen 

loans for India's first high-speed railway, which is using Japan's Shinkansen bullet 

train system, and other infrastructure projects. On the basis of the Japan-India civil 

nuclear cooperation agreement, which came into force in July, both countries will also 

accelerate bilateral negotiations for the export of Japan's nuclear power plant 

technology to India. 

India, a country with a vast land area, has a population of 1.3 billion now but is 

projected to overtake China as the world's most populous nation in the near future. 

There is huge demand for infrastructure and energy. Deepening economic cooperation 

between the two countries will bring about reciprocal benefits. The two leaders also 

agreed to establish Japanese language courses at 100 higher educational institutions 

in India to train 1,000 Japanese language teachers over the next five years. Such 

endeavors will be useful for developing a mutual understanding between communities 

in both countries on a grassroots level, and help Japanese companies enter the Indian 

market. Such efforts should serve as preparations for developing the long-term 

relationship between Japan and India. 

Source: www.sfgate.com, 17 September 2017 

 

Royal Navy to discuss Developing Effective Maritime Cyber Security 

Standards to maximise use of Naval Assets 

In recent news: “Warships will soon have computer assistants with a “mind” of their 

own, according to Britain's First Sea Lord Admiral Sir Philip Jones. 

 Artificial Intelligence (AI) is set to play a key role in the future of the service, with new 

ships being equipped with systems similar to Apple's popular "intelligent personal 

assistant", Siri, he said.”With that in mind, SMi Group are delighted to welcome the 

expertise of Commander Neil Hall, SO1 Information Security, at the Maritime 

Information Warfare conference this December, presenting on: 'Developing Effective 

Cyber Security Standards to Maximise Use of Naval Assets'. 

His focused presentation will discuss: How generating enhanced cyber defence 

http://www.sfgate.com/opinion/article/Maritime-security-cooperation-can-deepen-12204080.php
http://www.maritimeinfowarfare.com/einpr
http://www.maritimeinfowarfare.com/einpr


 
 

capabilities enables effective strategic deployment of resources; integrating cyber 

resiliency into standard operating procedures to enable effective operational 

deployment of maritime forces; recent successes within the Royal Navy at building 

cyber security and establishing defensible cyber terrain; and going forward: ambitions 

to assimilate cyber security into the Royal Navy’s operational framework as part of 

Operation Information Warrior.  

Following on from this: Artificial Intelligence, Information Exploitation, Autonomous 

Systems, Big Data, Cyber Security, ISR, C4I and Open Source Intelligence Gathering, 

will just be some of the key topics covered at this year's Maritime Information Warfare 

conference.Taking place in London, attendees will gain an unparalleled opportunity to 

learn and network amongst senior military and industry in this developing 

sector. More featured speakers for 2017 include: 

 

• Vice Admiral Gilday, Commander, US Fleet Cyber Command, US Navy 

 

• Admiral Sir Zambellas, Former Chief of Naval Staff, Royal Navy 

Plus, there will also be a half-day pre-conference workshop, 5th December 2017, on: 

‘Cyber Security in the Naval Domain’, led by: Colonel (Retd.) Ralph Thiele, Director, 

Stratbyrd Consulting. This workshop will explore cyber security challenges and 

opportunities from different perspectives and broaden their understanding of cyber 

security concepts and definitions. Their own experiences and lessons learned by other 

delegates will enrich a lasting workshop experience. An early bird booking discount, 

of £200 is valid until the 29th September 2017. Due to high popularity, seats are filling 

fast.  

Source: www.einpresswire.com, 18 September 2017 

 

Rohingya crisis: Indian Navy, Coastguard seal maritime borders 

-  Amit Vasudev 

The intelligence agencies have issued warning that the Rohingiyas would try to sneak 

into Indian territory using sea routes, after which the maritime boundary has been 

http://www.maritimeinfowarfare.com/einpr
http://www.einpresswire.com/article/404104960/royal-navy-to-discuss-developing-effective-maritime-cyber-security-standards-to-maximise-use-of-naval-assets
http://cmsamz.indiatoday.in/itcms/


 
 

sealed by coastguards and the navy to prevent therm from entering India. The 

Rohingiyas can enter from Bangladeshi waters or Andaman and Nicobar Islands from 

Myanmarese waters, the agencies have warned. "Maritime surveillance aircraft 

including Dorniers, hovercraft and patrolling ships of the border guarding forces have 

been activated in the entire region to prevent the influx of Rohingiyas, who are seen as 

a major threat to national security by the Centre," a senior government source told. So 

far, no major activity has been noticed, but the vigil has been upgraded and the forces 

are on high alert. The spy agencies also fear that the Rohingiya's fist aim would be to 

reach Bengal in view off the pro-Rohingiya stand taken by the state government under 

Mamata Banerjee. International traffickers are also getting involved in the racket and 

may even try to occupy uninhabited islands in Andaman and Nicobar, the security 

agencies fear. The government has told the Supreme Court that Rohingya refugees 

pose a big security threat as many of them have links with terror organisations and 

Pakistan's ISI. 

Meanwhile, centre stands firm on its ground 

Despite criticism from the opposition questioning its stand on Rohingya Muslims, the 

Centre has been firm that those who have illegally entered the country and pose a 

threat to national security will be deported. This stand was filed in the form of an 

affidavit yesterday in the Supreme Court, and today the BJP reiterated that in public 

as well. Speaking to media persons, BJP general secretary, Ram Madhav, said the 

decision to let Rohingyas stay in India or not is in the executive's domain and the latter 

will take an appropriate decision. "We will handle on the basis of national security and 

deal in appropriate manner," he confirmed. Dismissing those challenging the secular 

credentials of the government in insisting on deporting Rohingya refugees, Madhav 

said there was nothing communal about the decision. 

Commenting on the criticisms being made by the opposition, Madhav quipped, "They 

have been defending black money and dynasty in this country. It is the character of 

some leaders in the opposition in this country". Currently 40,000 Rohingya Muslims 

from Myanmar have taken refuge in India after facing persecution back home. The 

Indian government has told the Supreme Court they will have to go back, due to links 

with terror outfits like Islamic State. 

Source: indiatoday.intoday.in, 19 September 2017 

 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/rohingyas-security-risk-threaten-indian-demography-centre-tells-supreme-court/1/1051004.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/rohingya-crisis-indian-navy-coastguard-maritime-borders/1/1051589.html


 
 

India’s Maritime Security Policy a key driver in future: UK think tank 

- Prasun Sonwalkar  

India is rapidly moving towards its goal of becoming a leading power in the Indian 

Ocean region through the sponsorship of security and economic agreements, 

according to a key global strategic survey by a leading London-based think tank. The 

International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) focussed on India's maritime 

security policy, but also commented on US President Donald Trump’s policy on 

Afghanistan and South Asia and on the narrative and impact of the China-Pakistan 

Economic Corridor in the survey for 2017 released on Wednesday. 

In 2018, IISS sees the geopolitical agenda being dominated by four themes across 

different regions. The themes are nuclear proliferation, principally by North Korea but 

also potentially Iran, terrorism inspired by Islamic State and others reaching the 

Americas, Europe and Asia, as well as the Middle East and Africa, information warfare, 

largely led by Russia, generally executing a policy in Europe and elsewhere of 

“disruptive engagement”, and the use of proxies by state actors, principally Iran but 

also Russia. 

On India’s proactive and robust maritime policy in the region, Rahul Roy-Chaudhury, 

senior fellow for South Asia at IISS, told Hindustan Times: “This leverages India's new 

and emerging capabilities and assets in the Indian Ocean to maximise political and 

security dividends. “India now seeks to challenge China's narrative in economic and 

infrastructure development, deepen maritime security cooperation beyond that of a 

'net security provider', push for diplomatic dividends in the south western and the 

eastern parts of the Indian Ocean, and enhance India's strategic links with the US, 

Japan and Australia.” The survey noted that intractable problems of cross-border 

terrorism, as well as instability in Kashmir, continued to damage relations between 

India and Pakistan in 2017, while accelerating competition between major powers was 

seen to undermine efforts to stabilise Afghanistan’s parlous security environment. It 

also said the development of Beijing’s Belt and Road Initiative was strengthening ties 

between Pakistan and China. 

At the global level, the survey concluded that rival powers would continue to exploit 

opportunities opened up in 2017 by the fracturing of western alliances until the 

damage is repaired. “The fracture of various partnerships and alliances, mainly from 

the inside, is opening up more opportunities for large countries, who perceive the 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/columns/prasun-sonwalkar


 
 

status quo to be stacked against them, to exploit and widen these fissures,” IISS 

director general John Chipman warned at the survey’s launch. 

According to the survey, a significant phenomenon over the last year was the dramatic 

fracturing of international alliances and strategic relationships that had previously 

appeared solid. The actions of the US administration had contributed to the trend, but 

so too had actions of other state parties, it added. On geopolitical risks for 2018, the 

survey said most attention will be focussed on North Korea. Israel may also soon be 

engaged in a conflict with Iranian proxies and possibly Iran itself along its border with 

Syria and Lebanon, it said. The deal to contain Iran’s nuclear programme, the Joint 

Comprehensive Plan of Action, “is in jeopardy”, the survey said. Although the so-called 

Islamic State had suffered major losses, it was inspiring “an increased tempo of 

terrorist attacks around the world”. “Europe is facing a ‘new normal’ of small-scale, 

opportunistic, random attacks that tie up the security agencies and so create space for 

planning of larger-scale assaults. A ‘spectacular’ attack in the US or Saudi Arabia is 

likewise a possibility, while more sustained threats are emerging in Asia,” the survey 

said. 

Source: www.hindustantimes.com, 20 September 2017 

 

Maritime Exercise ensures Guam's Port stays safe 

They are the front lines when it comes to securing our island's borders, and in order to 

validate the existing port of Guam security plan, assistant port police chief and 

maritime security committee co-chair Chris Roberto said a week-long maritime 

exercise was held in collaboration with the US Navy last week. 

"We have grown over the years, our capabilities at the port to receive commerce and 

send out transshipments have increased tenfold, and so the port police is now stepping 

up to the plate in providing the additional level of law enforcement presence and 

security so our commerce and whatever it is that our island residents receive are safe 

and secure," Roberto said. He says the area denial training exercise is essential to 

security preparedness and he hopes to begin holding these exercises quarterly. 

Source: www.kuam.com, 18 September 2017 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/india-s-maritime-security-policy-a-key-driver-in-future-uk-think-tank/story-6EJnXRdcrcwkN3uhmIs3gL.html
http://www.kuam.com/story/36388081/2017/09/Monday/maritime-exercise-ensures-guams-port-stays-safe


 
 

Growing question mark on Maritime Security, nukes: Sushma Swaraj  

 India today warned the international community that there is a growing question 

mark over maritime security and that nuclear proliferation is again making dangerous 

headlines. In her second consecutive annual address to the UN General Assembly, 

External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj said the contemporary world is trapped in a 

deluge of troubles of which, surely, the most dangerous is the relentless rise of 

violence. "Terrorism, and the ideas that engineer this evil, are spreading at the pace of 

a conflagration. Climate change stares us in the face, and threatens us with its 

dimensions. There is a growing question mark over maritime security," Swaraj said. 

"For a mix of reasons, provocative and inflammatory, people are leaving the 

psychological, cultural and economic comfort of their traditional home space to seek 

refuge on distant shores causing global anxiety," she said. A large part of the globe's 

population is still tortured by hunger and poverty, she said adding that the young are 

beginning to lose hope as they confront unemployment. 

Women, victims of historic discrimination, are demanding what they must get gender 

empowerment, she noted. "Nuclear proliferation is back in the zone of dangerous 

headlines. Cyber security has become a source of deep insecurity," Swaraj said in an 

apparent reference to the continued provocative behaviour of North Korea which has 

been carrying out missile tests and nuclear tests in violation of the UN Security 

Council resolution. Welcoming new UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres, Swaraj 

said he is determined to prepare and strengthen the world body to meet the challenges 

of the 21st century. "We welcome his efforts, and see in him a leader who can give 

practical shape to a vision," she said. 

The UN, she said, was established for the welfare, security, harmony, rights and 

economic progress of the people of the world. India fully supports efforts in this great 

mission, she said. In her address, Swaraj said India's culture and thought has been 

shaped by a history and philosophy that believes in peace as humankind's only rational 

and practical objective. "We truly believe that the world is one family and we hope that 

every member of this family deserves that elixir of life, happiness," she said. 

Source: economictimes.indiatimes.com, 23 September 2017 

 

 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/India
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Sushma-Swaraj
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/definition/Cyber-security
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/North-Korea
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/UN-Security-Council
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/UN-Security-Council
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Antonio-Guterres
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/definition/rights
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/growing-question-mark-on-maritime-security-nukes-sushma-swaraj/articleshow/60810249.cms


 
 

India, US discuss deepening defence ties, Maritime Security  

- IANS Feeds 

New Delhi, Sep 26 (IANS) India and the US on Tuesday discussed deepening defence 

ties and enhancing trade and technology cooperation, with Washington expressing 

interest in expanding maritime security engagement amid China’s growing aggression 

in South China sea. US Defence Secretary James Mattis, the first high-ranking official 

of the Trump Administration to visit India, met Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 

and held talks with her in the South Block. 

Later, the two addressed a joint media conference where Mattis said the focus was on 

enhancing the defence relations between the two countries, with the US viewing India 

as a regional stabilizer. In an apparent reference to China, which has disputes with its 

maritime neighbours in the South China sea, both India and the US favoured 

maintaining an “open, just and rules-based order”. “A peaceful and prosperous future 

in the Indo-Pacific region is based on a strong rules-based international order and a 

shared commitment to international law, peaceful resolution of disputes and respect 

for territorial integrity,” Mattis said. Sharing his concerns, Sitharaman said: “We also 

believe that disputes should be resolved through peaceful means and in accordance 

with the universally recognized principles of international law. I am happy to note that 

Secretary Mattis reaffirmed the US position in support of these principles. “I also 

welcome his reiteration of the US commitment to work with India in ensuring 

maritime security in the lndo-Pacific and as first responder to HADR (Humanitarian 

Assistance and Disaster Relief) situations,” she said. She said the two discussed issues 

relating to maritime security in the Indian Ocean and the broader Asia-Pacific Region 

as well as regional connectivity. “India supports the freedom of navigation, over-flight 

and unimpeded lawful commerce.” Their statements came amid China’s growing 

aggression in the South China sea and its growing presence in the Indian Ocean. Mattis 

said the US valued India’s leadership across the Indo-Pacific.“India has vital role to 

play in supporting South East Asia’s Regional Institutions – particularly ASEAN – and 

in building partner capacity across the region. We appreciate India’s leadership in the 

Indian Ocean and we seek to work together to build a resilient regional architecture,” 

Mattis said. 

Declaring that expanding maritime engagement was one of his top priorities, the 

Defence Secretary said the US-India Malabar naval exercise with Japan was an 

example of the deepening cooperation. 

http://www.india.com/author/ians-feeds/


 
 

“I look forward to opportunities to increase our engagements based on shared 

maritime objectives and explore new exercises,” he said. The US expressed interest in 

deepening the trade and technology collaborations under the Make in India 

framework. Sitharaman said India and the US have “agreed that the full 

implementation of the understanding reached following the announcement by the US 

last year recognizing India as a Major Defence Partner”. She said India and the US 

have agreed they need to expand on the progress already made by encouraging co-

production and co-development efforts. “I reiterated India’s deep interest in 

enhancing defence manufacturing in India under Prime Minister’s Make-in-India 

programme,” she said. Mattis said the US looked forward to sharing “some of our most 

advanced defence technologies through the Defence Technology and Trade Initiative 

(DTTI)”. He said the aim of his visit was to promote “pragmatic progress” between the 

two countries. “US-India defence cooperation has steadily expanded in recent years, 

underpinned by a strategic convergence between our two countries based on common 

objectives and goals in the region,” he said. 

On Pyongyang, Mattis appreciated India’s effort along with the international 

community to increase pressure against North Korea over its “dangerous and 

destabilising behaviour”. Answering a question, Mattis said US wanted to resolve the 

North Korea issue through diplomatic means. 

Source: www.india.com, 26 September 2017 

 

South Africa Navy to partner with Nigeria on Maritime Security 

The South African government says it is ready to partner with Nigeria to combat 

maritime security challenges. Chief of the south African navy, vice admiral 

moshwashilongwane, said this in abuja when he led a delegation to the Nigerian navy 

headquarters. He was received by his Nigerian counterpart, vice admiral Ibok-Eteibas, 

who noted that maritime crimes were transnational and require strong multi-national 

collaboration to tackle them. The South African navy delegation is also expected to 

tour naval formations and facilities in the country to assess specific areas of 

collaboration. 

Source: www.aitonline.tv, 28 September 2017 

http://www.india.com/news/agencies/india-us-discuss-deepening-defence-ties-maritime-security-2499445/
http://www.aitonline.tv/post-south_africa_navy_to_partner_with_nigeria_on_maritime_security


 
 

 

Australian warships sent to South China Sea for Military Exercises 

- Sharri Markson 

 A SMALL armada of Australian warships is headed north towards the South China 

Sea in a gritty show of resolve, but the Turnbull government has not made a final 

decision on just how close our navy will get to the contested waters. The Turnbull 

government has boldly forged ahead with long-held plans to send six Navy ships to 

conduct a series of military exercises in the Indo-Pacific region, in the biggest task-

group deployment in more than 30 years. The move that has already triggered 

criticism from China in its media outlets. It comes at a time when Prime Minister 

Malcolm Turnbull has been vocal in calling for China to use its leverage to try to stop 

North Korea’s continuing ballistic missile tests. The Daily Telegraph understands 

there have been recent high-level discussions by senior ministers and department 

heads about Australia’s strategic options in the western pacific and what our stance 

should be in dealing with the South China Sea territorial disputes. 

The meetings have not discussed the specifics of any particular naval deployment, 

including the current one, but have dealt with our strategy in the region. A final 

decision has not been made about the transit routes of the six naval ships carrying 

1200 Australian Defence Force personnel, which left Australia on September 4 for two 

months. Canberra-class assault ship HMAS Adelaide is leading the deployment, which 

also includes HMAS Melbourne, HMAS Darwin, HMAS Toowoomba, HMAS 

Parramatta and HMAS Sirius. Defence Minister Marise Payne said the task group “will 

demonstrate the ADF’s ability to operate across the full spectrum of military 

operations, from high-end military capabilities such as anti-submarine warfare to 

humanitarian assistance and disaster relief.” The deeper strategic rationale of 

transiting through that part of the world is maintaining Australia’s presence in the 

western Pacific. It is also a show of resolve that Australia intends to maintain a 

presence in the region, and is consistent with Australia’s White Papers from 2009, 

2013 and 2016. China’s state-owned media, People’s Daily, has had a hostile reaction, 

claiming the military exercise meant Australia was encircling China. One senior 

Liberal source said the exercise, while planned 12 months ago, would be read by China 

as “implied pressure” in the context of North Korea. 

http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/north-korea-crisis-turnbull-warns-kim-jonguns-bumbling-threats-of-war-would-be-suicide/news-story/acd53213be23fc3688324e321eee07d0
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/north-korea-crisis-turnbull-warns-kim-jonguns-bumbling-threats-of-war-would-be-suicide/news-story/acd53213be23fc3688324e321eee07d0
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/north-korea-crisis-turnbull-warns-kim-jonguns-bumbling-threats-of-war-would-be-suicide/news-story/acd53213be23fc3688324e321eee07d0


 
 

But The Australian Strategic Policy Institute’s executive director Peter Jennings said 

Mr Turnbull’s pressure on China was overt, and it was ridiculous to suggest that 

Australia is encircling China. “The Prime Minister’s pressure on China has been 

precise and explicit,” he said. “It’s still one of the sillier comments to have emerged 

from the Chinese press.” 

Source: www.dailytelegraph.com.au, 19 September 2017 

 

India's Navy just built a second Nuclear Missile Submarine 

- Zachary Keck 

The Indian Navy will launch its second homegrown nuclear-powered submarine 

within the next month, according to local media outlets. This week, India’s Economic 

Times reported, citing government sources, that the second indigenous nuclear 

submarine will be transferred to water sometime in later September or early October. 

At that time, the INS Aridhaman will undergo extensive sea tests over the next two 

years before being inducted into the Indian Navy at some point in 2019. 

The launch of the INS Aridhaman follows India’s first domestically built nuclear-

powered ballistic missile submarine (SSBN), the IHS Arihant, being inducted into the 

Indian Navy in August of last year. That submarine made India only the sixth country 

after the United States, Russia, the United Kingdom, France and China to build a 

SSBN. The first Indian SSBN is believed to carry twelve Sagarika (K-15) submarine 

launched ballistic missiles (SLBMs) that have ranges of 700 km. However, India’s 

Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) is also developing a longer-

range SLBM, the K-4, which its SSBNs will also carry. The IHS Arihant is only 

equipped to handle four of the larger K-4s (the submarine has four launch tubes but 

three K-15s can fit in each launch tube). The submarine can also carry torpedoes and 

submarine launched cruise missiles (SLCMs), including possibly a sea-launched 

version of the BrahMos. 

The IHS Arihant was built primarily to serve as a trainer. That is, to train sailors to 

operate the new Arihant-class submarines, of which Delhi plans to build four boats. 

Thus, the new INS Aridhaman will pack a lot more firepower than its sister ship. 

According to the Economic Times, the second SSBN has eight vertical launch tubes, 

allowing it to carry twenty-four K-15 missiles or eight K-4 missiles. In addition, the 

http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/turnbull-orders-australian-warships-to-head-to-south-china-sea-for-military-exercises-drawing-criticism-in-chinese-media/news-story/df9779c3572ae0fbd26df3057642739f
http://nationalinterest.org/profile/zachary-keck
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/indias-second-indigenous-nuclear-submarine-to-be-launched-soon/articleshow/60477235.cms
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new boat will have a reactor more powerful than the INS Arihant’s 83 MW pressurised 

light-water reactor. That reactor uses uranium as fuel and light water as a coolant and 

moderator, which allow it to operate quietly and stay submerged for about two months 

at a time. The new SSBN will be able to travel at speeds of 24 knots when submerged. 

While technically an indigenous boat, the Arihant-class submarines are based on the 

designs of the Russian Project 971 Akula I-class nuclear-powered attack submarines. 

India has leased the Akula I-class SSN from Russia in the past. Still, the launching of 

the first nontrainer SSBN is a significant milestone for India’s Navy. As I’ve noted 

before, India’s quest to build a nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarine reportedly 

began in 1970 under Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. Code-named the Advanced 

Technology Vehicle (ATV) program, its existence was kept under wraps for more than 

three decades ago before the former chairman of India's Atomic Energy Commission, 

PK Iyengar, revealed it at a public forum back in 2007. The SSBNs will give India a 

complete nuclear triad, which consists of land, air, and sea-based nuclear delivery 

systems. In one sense, this could seen as a good development for strategic stability in 

the region as submarines out at sea are far less vulnerable to surprise attacks compared 

with airplanes and land-based missiles. This is especially critical for a country like 

India which maintains a modest-sized nuclear arsenal. At the same time, the new leg 

of the triad could produce a sea change in India’s nuclear operating procedures. As a 

country with a no-first use declaratory policy, India’s current nuclear warheads and 

missiles are kept demated and likely in separate locations. This is fine for the air and 

land-based legs of the triad because they can be brought together if needed. This is not 

possible for SSBNs. To provide any deterrent benefit, the missiles and warheads will 

need to be kept together on the submarines, eliminating any actual demonstration of 

its no first use policy beyond words. This is a challenge that is also being confronted 

by China, another country with a no-first use policy that also recently began deterrent 

patrols. Questions will inevitably be raised about the security of hosting nuclear 

weapons on Indian ships as the country’s navy, and submarine fleet in particular, has 

suffered from a number of mishaps in recent years. Most notably, an explosion on the 

Russian-built INS Sindhurakshak submarine sunk the ship and killed eighteen sailors 

in 2013. The next year, there was a fire on another submarine, the INS Sindhuratna, 

which killed two people. A report by the Comptroller and Auditor General’s latter 

blamed crew fatigue and outdated ammunition as the causes of these incidents. 

Source: nationalinterest.org, 16 September 2017 
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Pakistan expresses concern over US selling Guardian Drones to India 

Pakistan expressed concern over the sale of 22 Guardian drones to India by the US and 

said it would result in strategic imbalance in the region. Foreign Office (FO) 

spokesman Nafees Zakaria, during his weekly media briefing, highlighted that during 

India's Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to the US in June, a major deal for sale 

of Guardian unmanned aerial vehicles (submarine drones) was finalised. "We had 

expressed our concerns on the sale of advanced military technologies to India. We 

believe that such sales accentuate military imbalances in the region and undermine 

strategic stability in South Asia," Zakaria said. He said it emboldens India to adopt 

aggressive military doctrines and even contemplate military adventurism. "Transfers 

of modern military hardware and technologies as well as repeated exceptions made for 

India have dis- incentivised India to engage in efforts to establish a strategic restraint 

regime and durable security architecture in the region," he said. 

To a question about a senior Indian military official calling the Line of Control (LoC) 

as an "imaginary line" which India could cross any time for surgical strikes, Zakaria 

said that Indian Army often makes false claims in order to gain popularity among the 

Indian public and media which reflects the long prevailing Indian mindset. "Pakistan, 

on the other hand, has encouraged peaceful engagement with India and emphasised 

confidence building measures. However, our good gestures have not been reciprocated 

by India," he added. The US in June cleared the sale of 22 predator drones to India in 

a deal estimated to be worth USD 2 to 3 billion.  

Source: economictimes.indiatimes.com, 16 September 2017 

 

MIG eyes deal to supply military jets to Navy 

Eyeing a multi-billion dollar contract from the Indian Navy for the supply of fighter 

aircraft, Russian military aviation firm MiG today said it was not averse to the transfer 

of technology and joint development of MiG-29 K jets with Indian companies. MiG 

CEO Ilya Tarasenko said his company would submit a detailed proposal to the Indian 

government shortly, detailing its readiness for the joint development of aircraft for the 

Navy to deepen its already close engagement with India. We are considering various 

options for long-term and perspective cooperation, including those within the 

framework of the Make in India programme, Tarasenko told in a written interview. In 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/pakistan-expresses-concern-over-us-selling-guardian-drones-to-india/articleshow/60520802.cms


 
 

January, the Indian Navy had kick-started the process of procuring 57 multi-role 

combat aircraft for its carriers by issuing a Request for Information (RFI) to leading 

military jet makers. 

Currently, six planes are compatible for the aircraft carrier -- Rafale (Dassault, 

France), F-18 Super 18 Super Hornet (Boeing, US), MIG-29K (Russia), F-35B and F-

35C (Lockheed Martin, US) and Gripen (Saab, Sweden). While F-18, Rafale and MIG-

29K are twin-engine jets, the other three have a single engine. Tarasenko said MiG had 

been working with Indian defence forces for more than 50 years, delivering planes and 

providing service. He said the company was eager to further strengthen its relationship 

with India. Russia has been one of India's key suppliers of arms and ammunition.  

Then Defence Minister Arun Jaitley had visited Russia in June during which the issue 

of transfer of technology and joint development of high-end military platforms and 

weapons systems were discussed at length. Hard-selling MiG-29K as the best option 

for the Indian Navy, Tarasenko said a fleet of the aircraft had operated from Russian 

aircraft carrier Admiral Kuznetsov as part of its operations in Syria recently and 

showed excellent results, including in striking ground targets.  He said the MiG-29K 

was part of the recent Malabar exercise involving the navies of India, the US and Japan 

and it proved its operational prowess while operating from the Indian Navy s aircraft 

carrier INS Vikramaditya. 

Tarasenko claimed MiG-29K aircraft have serious tactical and technical advantages 

compared to Boeing s F/A-18. In addition, the MiG-29K aircraft were successfully 

tested in combat conditions as part of the Russian Navy's military squadron in the 

Mediterranean in 2016 and have a unique experience of real combat use, he said. The 

US defence major has offered to set up a manufacturing facility in India for the 

production of its F/A- 18 Super Hornet aircraft, if the company gets contracts for their 

supply. At present, the Navy operates 45 MIG-29K jets. The RFI by the Indian Navy 

says the aircraft required by it should be day-and-night capable, all-weather, multi-

role, deck-based combat aircraft which can be used for air defence, air-to-surface 

operations, buddy refuelling, reconnaissance etc. from IN aircraft carriers". The 

Indian side has sent an RFI to companies that produce aircraft, which is one of the 

procedures preceding the official tender. MiG corporation has received such a request, 

now we are preparing our proposal, Tarasenko said. 

In a major step towards defence indigenisation, the Indian government had in May 

unveiled a "strategic partnership" model under which select private firms would be 



 
 

engaged along with foreign entities to build military platforms such as fighter jets, 

submarines and battle tanks.  

Source: economictimes.indiatimes.com, 17 September 2017 

 
 

Two Navy ships deployed to Western Arabian Sea, Indian Ocean  

Two Navy ships, a submarine and two long range maritime reconnaissance aircraft of 

the Western Naval Command (WNC) are presently on deployment to the Western 

Arabian Sea and southern Indian Ocean. Indian Naval Ship Mumbai and submarine 

Shishumar entered Duqm, Oman on Wednesday as part of this deployment to the 

Western Arabian Sea, after conducting a series of exercises en-route, a Defence release 

said on Wednesday. 

An Indian naval submarine is visiting a foreign port after a long gap, it said. The Naval 

units are on a month long deployment for surveillance and cooperation with the 

Arabian Sea rim nations. Another ship, INS Kochi which is also a part of this 

deployment, is proceeding to the southern Indian ocean, the release added. 

Source: indianexpress.com, 20 September 2017 

 

First Scorpene Submarine Kalvari handed over to Indian Navy 

Kalvari, the first of the six Scorpene-class submarines, on Thursday was handed over 

to the Indian Navy by shipbuilder Mazgaon Dock limited, paving way for its 

commissioning soon. The development marks a major milestone in Indian Navy’s 

submarine programme as the vessel is expected to bolster India’s maritime prowess, a 

senior Navy official said. “History was written at MDL (Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders 

Ltd) with the delivery of the first Scorpene submarine, Kalvari, to the Indian Navy 

today,” a senior MDL official said. 

The submarines, designed by French naval defence and energy company DCNS, are 

being built by Mazagon Dock Limited in Mumbai as part of Project-75 of the Indian 

Navy. “The state-of-the-art technology utilised in the Scorpene has ensured superior 

stealth features such as advanced acoustic silencing techniques, low radiated noise 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/mig-eyes-deal-to-supply-military-jets-to-navy/articleshow/60720725.cms
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levels, hydro-dynamically optimised shape and the ability to launch a crippling attack 

on the enemy using precision guided weapons,” the MDL said in a statement. 

Kalvari is named after the dreaded Tiger Shark, a deadly deep sea predator of the 

Indian Ocean. The first Kalvari, commissioned on December 8, 1967, was also the first 

submarine of the Indian Navy. It was decommissioned on May 31, 1996, after nearly 

three decades of service. The MDL statement said the delivery of the vessel also 

reaffirms the strides taken by the shipbuilder in the ‘Make In India’ programme. The 

second of the Scorpenes, Khanderi, was launched in January this year, and is currently 

undergoing the rigorous phase of sea trials. The third Scorpene, Karanj, is being 

readied for launch later this year. The rest are in various stages of outfitting. 

Source: indianexpress.com, 21 September 2017 

 

PLA Navy gets new Nuclear Submarine  

A new nuclear submarine has been turned over to the People's Liberation Army Navy, 

one of the largest State-owned naval shipbuilding enterprises revealed on Tuesday, but 

experts believe that this submarine is not the most advanced Type 096, which is 

China's next generation strategic nuclear submarine. China Shipbuilding Industry 

Corporation (CSIC), which also manufactures China's aircraft carrier, posted the 

information on its WeChat account Tuesday in an article reviewing its achievements 

since the 18th National Congress of the Communist Party of China (CPC) in 2012. 

"The past five years since the 18th National Congress of the CPC has been an 

extraordinary period for the CSIC, with the handover of China's first aircraft carrier 

Liaoning to the PLA Navy, the launch of the first homegrown aircraft carrier, the 

completion of the new nuclear submarine and the deep-sea-exploration submersible 

Jiaolong…"the article said.  

However, the article did not reveal the submarine's name and type. But some Net users 

and military enthusiasts speculated the submarine is Type 096, China's most advanced 

nuclear submarine, and the successor of the current Type 094, which first appeared 

on China Central Television in 2013. The submarine the CSIC mentioned could be 

Type 094 or Type 093, but not the next generation nuclear-powered ballistic 

submarine Type 096, since Type 096 is too advanced and not to be completed soon, 

Song Zhongping, a military expert who served in the PLA Rocket Force, told the Global 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/indian-navys-first-scorpene-class-submarine-kalvari-to-be-commissioned-soon-4854964/


 
 

Times. The strategic nuclear submarine, also called a nuclear-powered ballistic missile 

submarine, is capable of launching nuclear warheads from the sea, and can provide "a 

second strike" to a country in nuclear warfare.  That means when the enemy has 

completely destroyed land-based launch positions, the submarines take over.  

The 2017 Annual Report to the US Congress on China's military power by the US 

Defense Department claims that China's next-generation nuclear submarine, Type 

096, will likely begin construction in the early 2020s, and will reportedly be armed 

with the JL-3, a submarine-based ballistic missile. "Pentagon's prediction about Type 

096 could be correct to some extent, but the submarine could be completed ahead of 

schedule. The submarine is a key weapon to the country's nuclear warfare capability. 

Only the US and Russia have the real 'nuclear triad' (consisting of ballistic missiles, 

strategic nuclear submarines and strategic bombers), but sooner or later, China will 

have it as well," said Li Jie, a Beijing-based naval expert. The US report also predicts 

that in the next decade, China will probably develop a new variant of the SHANG class 

(NATO code) Type 093B, which would not only improve the PLA's anti-surface 

warfare capability but also provide it with a more clandestine land-attack option. 

Source: www.globaltimes.cn, 20 September 2017 

 

India to hold tri-services drill with Russia  

- Shaurya Karanbir Gurung 

India will hold its first bilateral tri-service exercise with Russia in October this year. 

This is the first such exercise that India will conduct with any of its foreign partners, 

reflecting maturity in the strategic partnership. The exercise called Indra is India’s way 

of balancing strategic relations with Russia and the US and send a message to China. 

It will be focussed on counter-terrorism tactics with the involvement of mechanised 

forces such as tanks and infantry combat vehicles, artillery guns, Indian Air Force 

transport planes and naval anti-submarine ships and special forces personnel.  

The very decision to have Russia as a partner for first ever trilateral exercise reflects 

confidence in defence partnership evolved over five decades, said an expert who did 

not wish to be quoted. This is also a reflection of familiarity with each other and need 

to elevate strategic partnership at a new level. Even as it has developed close 

partnership with China post-sanctions India continues to be a key partner for 

Moscow.  The third planning conference meant to decide the modalities of the exercise 

http://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1067412.shtml


 
 

took place between Indian and Russian delegations at Ussuryisk, Russia in mid-

September this year. It was mutually agreed to conduct the exercise from October 19 

to 29 at Vladivostok in eastern Russia, which is not very far from Russia’s borders with 

China and North Korea. The exercise will take place at three locations in this area- 

Sergeevsky 249 Combined Arms Training Area, Cape Klerk and Peter the Great Bay in 

the Sea of Japan. Russia wants India to enhance presence in Far East Russia when 

Beijing has made inroads. A 350 strong army contingent from different combat arms- 

infantry, artillery and armour will participate in the exercise. Tanks and BMP infantry 

fighting vehicles will be provided to the Indian Army for the exercise in Russia.  

Two IL-76 military transport Aircraft of Russian origin and two Indian Navy ships- 

INS Satpura, a multi-role frigate and INS Kadmatt, an anti-submarine corvette will 

also participate in the exercise. The Indian Navy contingent will also include Chetak 

Search and Rescue helicopters and MARCOS.  

Furthermore, Joint Task Force Staff will be setup and consist of officers from the 

Indian and Russian parties for command and control of the troops during tactical 

maneuvers.  

 

Source: economictimes.indiatimes.com, 22 September 2017 

 

 

Australia, Japan and India Look to South China Sea  

- Noel Tarrazona 

Three major countries in the Asia Pacific region are expected to continue to make their 

naval presence felt in the South China Sea amid the Philippine’s softening sovereignty 

stance in the disputed waters.  Australia, Japan and India are all making moves in the 

region at a time when the Philippines is softening its stance, collaborating with China 

in oil and gas exploration and accepting the increasing presence of Chinese vessels 

within its exclusive economic zone. Tokyo has just announced that  Japanese Prime 

Minister Shinzo Abe held an exclusive security meeting with India’s leader Narendra 

Modi to finalize a maritime security cooperation deal in response to the growing naval 

presence of China in the South China Sea. With this development, the Indian external 

affairs ministry along with Japan’s counterpart  met with  U.S. Secretary of State Rex 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/india-to-hold-tri-services-drill-with-russia/articleshow/60787499.cms
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Tillerson in New York to discuss how to assert the freedom of navigation and respect 

for international law in the global maritime. 

Earliser this year, Japan has sent a helicopter-carrying warship into the South China 

Sea after making a port call in Vietnam, and the ISEAS Yusof Ishak Institute in 

Singapore has noted that Japan plans to continue to deploy  low-key patrols in 

Southeast Asia waters. Institute analyst Le Hong Hiep says that India is also looking 

at Vietnam as its entry point for establishing presence in the South China Sea.  

With India’s fast growing economy, this could help to enhance collaboration with 

Vietnam, particularly in the oil and gas sector. India’s Oil and Natural Gas Corporation 

(ONGS) has previously collaborated with Vietnam’s PetroVietnam Exploration 

Production Corporation. Wooing the loyalty of Vietnam, India opened up a $500 

million line of credit last year so that Vietnam could buy military hardware and patrol 

boats to be used for maritime security. As Japan and India address China’s growing 

naval dominance in the South China Sea, Australia has also sent its largest and newest 

ship to Jakarta and eventually to other Southeast Asia nations to showcase that it has 

the capacity to participate in maritime security in the region. The deployment of 

HMAS Adelaide to Southeast Asia came months after Australia Prime Minister 

Malcolm Turnbull warned China over its bullish and coercive action in the South China 

Sea during a security summit in Singapore. 

Australia has been looking to collaborate with Indonesia, known for its fierce defense 

of its 200-mile exclusive economic zone. In a move seen as defiant to China, Indonesia 

renamed a portion of the South China Sea the North Natuna Sea. Australia and 

Indonesia will also be holding a joint maritime exercise this November in Surabaya in 

Java. While many Asian countries see the new China-ASEAN South China Sea code of 

conduct as key to promoting peace and stability in the region, other analysts believe 

the entry of new Asia-Pacific economic powers into the region will create new maritime 

challenges.  

Source: maritime-executive.com, 26 September 2017 
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Container Shipping on a rising tide 

If only investors in shipping had the equivalent of a mariner’s tide tables. They can see 

where the low water mark in share prices lies, but must divine for themselves how high 

the waters might now rise. In this particular cycle, the ebb lasted a long time after 

container lines ordered too many ships and then struggled to fill them. The low point 

was probably last autumn, when Korean line Hanjin filed for bankruptcy. 

The market has improved markedly since then. Industry volume growth is expected to 

hit 5 per cent this year, from 3.8 last year. Scrapping rates have picked up, while new 

capacity on order is finally falling. Such newfound discipline might last longer than in 

previous cycles because consolidation has increased the market share of the top six 

operators to almost two-thirds, from two-fifths in 2013. Four alliances have become 

three. In other industries – airlines, for instance – concentration of this sort led to 

greater self control. Such developments have not gone unnoticed. Antitrust regulators 

have raised concerns about the shrinking number of alliances and their control over 

certain routes. And the Dax global shipping index has risen 15 per cent (in dollar 

terms) since January. Some individual shipping lines have risen more. Hapag-Lloyd, 

which recently posted a 80 per cent increase in earnings before interest, tax, 

depreciation and amortisation for the six months to June, is up 35 per cent. That is 

considerably better than Maersk, the other major quoted European shipper. The 

number of analysts rating the Hamburg-based group’s shares a buy has doubled. 

That partly reflects its merger with UASC, completed in May, which made the company 

less dependent on chartered ships and containers. Those savings, plus increased 

volumes, helped cancel out a 57 per cent rise in fuel costs. Travel group Tui sold its 

remaining stake in the company, removing an overhang. Based on 2017 forecasts and 

its current market value, the group has a free cash flow yield of over 8 per cent. In 

Hamburg at least, high tide could still be some way off. 

Source: www.hellenicshippingnews.com, 19 September 2017 
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IHS Markit downgrades US container trade growth forecast  

The volume of containerized U.S. imports will grow at a slower pace than expected in 

2016 — by 4.5 percent, instead of 5.7 percent — owing to weaker than expected retail 

sales and the generally lackluster economy, according to IHS Markit’s senior 

economist on global trade. The downgrade came after data showed imports in the 

second quarter grew by just 0.6 percent, compared with the same quarter in 2015, 

offering a more lackluster picture than the 7.5 percent growth of imports in the first 

quarter of the year, said Mario Moreno, senior economist at IHS Maritime & Trade. 

Moreno’s predictions are somewhat more optimistic than the latest forecast by 

the Global Port Tracker, a report produced by the National Retail Federation and 

consultant Hackett Associates. The report’s forecast for U.S. containerized imports 

over the five months from July included two months of declines, and three of 

increases, the largest of which was 4.4 percent. 

The combined total of container imports through the East, West and Gulf coast ports 

grew by 2.2 percent in June to 1.82 million twenty-foot equivalent containers, 

compared with the same month in 2015. That’s up from a decline of 0.6 percent in 

May, to 1.8 million TEUs, compared with May 2015, according to data from PIERS, a 

sister product of JOC.com within IHS. Part of the import weakness is due to higher 

than normal inventories that have built up over the past two years and have proved 

difficult to draw down, as retailers and their suppliers try to balance store and e-

commerce sales. The value of overall business inventories inched up 0.2 percent to 

$1.81 trillion in May, and retail inventories increased by 0.5 percent, according to the 

most recent data from the U.S. Census. High inventory figures generally lengthen 

replenishment cycles. Moreno said the especially strong first quarter results for 

container imports through U.S. ports were an “illusion” that were “too high for then 

current economic conditions.” The forecast of 5.7 percent growth overall in 2016 was 

simply not sustainable once the second quarter figures came in, he said. That sense 

was shaped in part by a decline in retail sales growth from 0.9 percent in the third 

quarter of 2015 to 0.3 percent in the first quarter of 2016, he said. Although the retail 

inventory to sales ratio hit a seven-year high in May, imports were dampened by 

business efforts to “reduce excessive inventory levels,” he said. Moreno also reduced 

his forecast for 2017 from an earlier estimate of 6.2 percent growth, to 5.4 percent, 

based in large part on his forecast of U.S. real GDP growth of 1.9 percent this year and 

2.4 percent in 2017, and on the home sales figures and import prices. 
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“Risks to the imports forecast remain tilted to the downside,” Moreno said. “The 

inventory ‘problem’ caused by high expectations for the U.S. economy in the beginning 

of the year, a strong dollar, and last winter’s unseasonable warmth is still unwinding. 

“Manufacturers are keeping inventories reasonably lean, but wholesalers and retailers 

both have excess inventories, and as they correct, there will be spillover onto 

manufacturers,” he said. “The ongoing inventory correction is expected to depress 

economic growth in the summer quarter, but less so in the fall quarter.” 

Source: www.joc.com, 18 September 2017 

 

EU expects automation to streamline the shipping industry soon 

- Jennifer McKevitt 

Dive Brief: 

• Violetta Bulc, the European Commissioner for Transport, is exploring the 

creation and use of autonomous vessels as part of a plan to “fully integrate the 

multimodal network” of transport, eliminating silos of methods that mask their 

costs, The Loadstar reported.  

• According to Bulc, integrating an automated transport system will be safer and 

more efficient than the current method. The new model would connect users,  

infrastructure and cargo, and data will provide easier modes of capacity 

management. 

• Job changes, along with a strong cyber defense system, would be part of the 

transition. 

Dive Insight: 

Freight forwarders, one of the larger players in the transport business, could 

disappear under a more coordinated system. Efforts to reduce the need for freight 

forwarders are already in place as digitization of the shipping process grows, such 

as with DHL's CILLOX system, which directly links shippers and carriers in 

Germany with the rest of Europe. Although there are differing perspectives on the 
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value of freight forwarding within cargo shipping, most agree 

that automated systems do a better job of managing details and requirements. Still 

others believe it's not the role of the freight forwarder that needs revising, but 

rather the disorganized, inconsistent and inefficient process of shipping item A to 

point B. The plan to integrate shipping as a single industry is still a hefty task. Yet 

as greater digitization and transparency appear, the process could become easier 

— more a matter of pulling threads to create a tight cloth of coordination. But if 

middlemen such as freight forwarders are cut, resulting in job losses, regulators 

could frown on the implementation of new technology. As companies move 

forward with digitization to make their supply chains more cost-effective and 

efficient, they may have to face severe regulatory scrutiny, as autonomous trucks 

already are in the U.S. While freight forwarders may eventually be cut from the 

supply chain, it may take longer than expected as regulators seek to protect those 

who could lose their jobs. 

Source: www.supplychaindive.com, 19 September 2017 

 

UN maritime agency spotlights link between shipping and sustainable 

development 

Marking the World Maritime Day, the head of the United Nations maritime agency 

today highlighted contributions the shipping industry can make to the achievement of 

the global development goals. “Shipping and ports can play a significant role in helping 

to create conditions for increased employment, prosperity and stability through 

promoting maritime trade. The port and maritime sectors can be wealth creators, both 

on land and at sea,” said Kitack Lim, the Secretary-General of International Maritime 

Organization (IMO), in his message for the Day, observed annually on 28 September. 

To highlight this potential, the theme of the Day for this year is ‘Connecting Ships, 

Ports and People.’ “It will enable us to shine a spotlight on the existing cooperation 

between ports and ships to maintain and enhance a safe, secure and efficient maritime 

transportation system,” Mr. Lim said. The benefits of a free and efficient flow of goods 

and trade extend far beyond the ships and ports themselves, and an effective interface 

between them can improve the lives of people everywhere, especially in the context of 

the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), adopted by UN Member States in 2015. 

http://www.supplychaindive.com/news/freight-forwarding-tech-data-app-marketplace/437885/
http://www.supplychaindive.com/news/freight-forwarding-new-technology-disruption/438427/
http://www.supplychaindive.com/news/trucking-industry-senate-house-autonomous-trucks-driver-shortage/504993/
http://www.supplychaindive.com/news/trucking-industry-senate-house-autonomous-trucks-driver-shortage/504993/
http://www.supplychaindive.com/news/european-union-automation-shipping-industry-freight-forwarders/504603/
http://www.imo.org/en/About/Events/WorldMaritimeDay/Documents/World%20Maritime%20Day%202017%20-%20message_Designed%20for%20web%20PDF.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/events/maritimeday/index.shtml
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs


 
 

But, to be sustainable, human activities have to be balanced with the oceans’ capacity 

to remain healthy and diverse in the long term. The so-called ‘blue economy’ is a large 

and growing industrial sector; and, as it grows, it must remain safe and secure and not 

threaten the environment, he noted. Ultimately, more efficient shipping, working in 

partnership with a port sector supported by governments, will be a major driver 

towards global stability and sustainable development for the good of all people, he 

concluded. 

Source:www.un.org, 28 September 2017  

 

New Karachi terminal sets productivity highs 

Hutchison Port Holdings (HPH) (Pakistan) is achieving efficiency and productivity 

growth at its new Karachi terminal, a deep-water facility that began commercial 

operations in December after years of construction delays and uncertainty.  South Asia 

Pakistan Terminals (SAPT) last week notched up a new productivity high — claimed 

to be the best-ever at a Pakistani port — when it handled the 8,562-TEU Hyundai 

Courage.  The terminal handled 2,683 moves in about 13 hours, with berth 

productivity reaching 203.4 moves per hour and gross crane rates averaging 32.3 

moves per hour. While in berth, the vessel loaded and discharged 3,501 TEU.  That 

productivity beats the previous high of 1,953 moves in 11 hours, which the terminal 

achieved on the Hyundai Global, the company told JOC.com.  

“In terms of our efficiency and productivity, we are now operating as well as any 

terminal operator around the world,” SAPT CEO Capt. Rashid Jamil told JOC.com. 

“We wanted to implement global shipping standards in Pakistan, and eventually 

exceed them, so that the true trade potential of this country could be 

unearthed.”  Jamil also said the company would strive to build on those productivity 

edges as more carriers commence calls at the terminal. “We hope to continue playing 

our role for the flourishment of trade in Pakistan.”  The new terminal, located at the 

mouth of the existing Karachi harbor, already hosts six regular services, including 

those from CMA CGM, Mediterranean Shipping Co., APL, MOL, and Wan Hai Lines, 

and has moved 358,896 TEU from January through August, according to company 

officials.  

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2017/09/un-maritime-agency-spotlights-link-between-shipping-and-sustainable-development/


 
 

They said SAPT has been instrumental in getting rid of the chronic harbor congestion 

that previously forced carriers to skip Karachi calls. “The port was heavily congested 

during the second half of 2016, and now with seamless operations, lines are 

contemplating upgrading their vessel sizes and exploring how improved service levels 

can benefit their bottom line by calling at SAPT.” The new terminal, HPH's second 

concession in Karachi, originally had a 2011 opening, but lengthy delays surrounding 

development of hinterland access and dredging by the port trust pushed the project 

five years behind the schedule.  The contract calls for a four-phase construction, with 

the first phase comprising a berth line of 800 meters (2,625 feet) and a capacity of 1 

million TEU per year. However, because of inadequate backup infrastructure, the 

present capacity is limited to about 750,000 TEU annually.At full build-out, SAPT will 

have a 1,500-meter quay, a draft of 16.5 meters, a 200-acre storage yard, 16 super post-

Panamax quay cranes, and an annual capacity of 3.1 million TEU, capable of servicing 

the latest generation of vessels with capacities of up to 20,000 TEU.   

Source: www.joc.com, 28 September 2017 

 

Feeder service gives Chittagong shipper new option 

- Syful Islam 

The Bangladesh Shipping Corp. (BSC) is buying four container ships for a new feeder 

service from Chittagong, and opening a new avenue for local shippers, reducing 

dependency on foreign operators. The 1,200- to 1,500-TEU ships, each with a pricetag 

of nearly US$40 million, will be purchased from. “With the vessels, we want to run 

feeder service toward Singapore, Colombo, and Malaysia,” BSC managing director 

Commodore Yahya Syed told JOC.com. He said the ships will also be used in a joint 

venture container feeder service planned by Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. Bangladesh is 

working on a coastal agreement with other nations of the Bay of Bengal Initiative for 

Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) as well. State-owned 

BSC operated a container feeder service in the 1980s on a Chittagong-Singapore route, 

using three ships of 1,200 to 1,500 TEU capacity. That service ended after the vessels 

became too old to operate. “We will buy the vessels through limited tender from China 

as quick as possible,” Syed said. 

https://www.joc.com/port-news/international-ports/new-karachi-terminal-sets-productivity-highs_20170928.html


 
 

Another senior BSC official said the company is talks with the mainline operators as 

they want to start the service quickly. “Our talks are in progress to begin the service as 

soon as we get the vessels, which will offer Bangladeshi traders an option to choose an 

alternative to foreign operators,” he said. Several shipping companies, including 

Maersk Line, Pacific International Lines (PIL), the Sea Consortium, Far Shipping, 

Yang Ming Line, “K” Line, Samudera Shipping Line, and Bukit Barisan line, run feeder 

services to Chittagong port because of the absence of a deep-sea port in Bangladeshi 

waters. Bangladesh is conducting a feasibility study for construction of a deep-sea port 

in Matarbari area to handle growing external trade. 

Officials said in absence of Bangladesh’s own feeder service, several shipping lines 

have slapped demurrage charges on shippers; ships may have to stay additional days 

in Chittagong because of acute congestion. “Having our own feeder service helps tackle 

situation during emergency periods,” a shipping ministry official said.“The BSC’s 

feeder service will give us another option,” said Mahmudur Rahman Sumon, secretary 

general of Bangladesh-Greece Chamber of Commerce and Industry.Established in 

1972, the BSC is entrusted with the responsibility of carrying bulk cargo, food grain 

and crude oil, chartering, tramping and feeder services, unloading, and providing 

agency service and ship repairing. 

Source: www.joc.com, 28 September 2017 

 

Lessons from Recent Spate of Collisions at Sea: Back to Basics? 

-R S Vasan 

A lot has been said and written about the series of collisions at sea particularly 

concerning the USN ships. According to one writer, there were four major incidents in 

as many years demanding serious introspection and more importantly,  an audit of the 

procedures and policies adopted at sea for training and watch keeping. The most 

recent one, which raised many questions was in the Malacca Straits where USS John 

McCain collided with a merchant vessel the Arnic MC resulting in extensive damage 

to the warship and  the  loss of ten sailors. The US Navy was compelled to order an 

operational pause for carrying out a review on all the ships of the Seventh Fleet. The 

top leadership in Washington believed that there were some serious issues with the 

Seventh Fleet which resulted in the sacking of the Seventh Fleet Commander. 

https://www.joc.com/maritime-news/container-lines/bangladesh-acquires-ships-chittagong-feeder-link_20170928.html
http://gcaptain.com/us-navy-loss-uss-guardian-2-patrol-boats-uss-fitzgerald-uss-mccain-list-keeps-going/
http://gcaptain.com/us-navy-loss-uss-guardian-2-patrol-boats-uss-fitzgerald-uss-mccain-list-keeps-going/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/21/world/asia/navy-ship-mccain-search-sailors.html?hp&action=click&pgtype=Homepage&clickSource=story-heading&module=first-column-region&region=top-news&WT.nav=top-news
https://www.defensenews.com/naval/2017/08/23/7th-fleet-commander-sacked-days-after-second-deadly-collision/


 
 

Navies around the world in pursuit of national objectives and international 

obligations, are charged with posturing, forward presence and flag showing in 

different parts of the world.  This charter is the basis for the existence of the navies, 

which are created as military maritime instruments of national policy .The challenges 

of spending many days at sea in unfamiliar waters with hostile weather and visibility 

conditions, while engaged in out of area operations, are unique to naval forces. It may 

be worthwhile to list out the challenges that exist today in the maritime domain. 

Maritime Environment 

The shipping density out there is only increasing by the day. While collisions involving 

warships and big ships are devastating, collisions with smaller fishing craft are no less 

distressing as it is invariably the smaller craft that suffer, often with loss of life and 

property. In busy straits like the Straits of Malacca and Singapore there are Traffic 

Separation Schemes (TSS) in place and one would have expected that strict compliance 

with such schemes would avoid accidents. However, the recent accident in the Malacca 

Strait clearly illustrates that accidents continue to be caused by human errors and 

noncompliance with Standard Operating Procedures. 

Coming to the specific issue of accidents in the Pacific,  whether the recent operational 

pressure on ships carrying out Freedom of Navigation Operations (FONOPS) in the 

South China Sea , the heightened tension due to the aggressive  stance of North Korea, 

and changed  areas of operation of the Seventh Fleet  are causing undue stress on the  

crew of ships is being debated. 

Weather and Visibility 

Weather and visibility have always played an important role in accidents and 

incidents, particularly when due caution is not exercised while navigating through 

such conditions. Despite the presence of modern tools and aids to navigation, both 

over reliance and lack of situational awareness have led to close quarter situations that 

have the potential to result in major collisions. In the case of the collision of the US 

Navy destroyer, it happened at 5:24 AM, well before day break. According to 

researchers, the period of darkness, particularly before sunrise, appears to have been 

a contributing factor for lower levels of alertness by the crew. Even in the case of USS 

Fitzgerald the accident took place at 02:30 hours when most of the crew excepting the 

watchkeepers were  asleep. 

http://www.npr.org/2017/06/19/533432845/how-could-the-navy-destroyer-collision-happen
http://www.npr.org/2017/06/19/533432845/how-could-the-navy-destroyer-collision-happen


 
 

Likewise the collision off Ennore, between the BW Maple and MT Dawn 

Kancheepuram which resulted in a major oil spill, occurred at 04:00 am on 28th 

January 2017. The time of occurrence of several major accidents clearly illustrates the 

critical importance of keeping additional vigil during dawn, dusk and hours of 

darkness. 

Bridge Resource Management (BRM) 

 A lot of importance is being given to BRM which is akin to Crew Resource 

Management in the aviation world. However unlike merchantmen, whose primary 

purpose is the safe and expeditious navigation from point A to point B, warships have 

the additional responsibility of accomplishing many other missions during any given 

passage.  One of these is to keep the ship’s crew trained and prepared at all times for 

hostile conditions.  A common reason given in several collisions is the late response of 

the Officer of the watch along with the bridge team and a delayed call to the captain of 

the ship while at a close quarter situation at sea is still developing. Another common 

refrain is the multiple demanding tasks undertaken by the crew onboard warships, 

which drain them both physically and mentally thus leading to lower span of attention 

on the bridge which in turn  leads to incidents and accidents.  

Technology and Training 

 The navies of the world, the merchant fleet and even the fishing fleet are increasingly 

adopting front end-technology for managing activities in the maritime spectrum. The 

use of radars, satellites, digital meters, laser range finders, Automatic Identification 

Systems (AIS) cannot be s substitute for Safe navigation practices or for sound 

seamanship. Unfortunately, there is a tendency towards overdependence on 

technology as generally there is a high degree of reliability of technical aids and 

minimal failures. The fact that the number of accidents have come down since 2007, 

which  year, witnessed 17 incidents  as compared to just one in 2016 may have brought 

about a certain degree of complacence. Technology, however is a double edged weapon 

which helps, but also distracts from, the primary purpose of safety. The Oversight by 

the bridge team is of vital importance in order to ensure that the famous ‘Eye Ball Mk 

2’ is constantly in the loop to assess the situation and to take effective control of the 

situation. This is where there has to be greater stress on training the bridge team of 

the OOW, lookouts, radar operators and the  Machinery Control Room team, together 

to be able to respond to developing situations. The merchant navy has laid a lot of 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/chennai-oil-spill-as-it-happened/articleshow/56939334.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/chennai-oil-spill-as-it-happened/articleshow/56939334.cms
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/21/world/asia/navy-ship-mccain-search-sailors.html?mcubz=3


 
 

emphasis on STCW and as a result, the percentage of accidents and incidents in the 

merchant fleet are fairly under control.  

Rules of the Road (ROR) 

 Finally it bears repeating that the most important instrument is the International 

regulations for prevention of collision at sea (COLREGS), promulgated way back in 

1972 by the IMO. International Conventions and the Rules of the Road (ROR) or the 

COLREGS as popularly called  have stood the test of time. Though ROR is applicable 

in the medium of the seas, strangely the reference to ‘Roads’ in this nomenclature has 

remained unchanged. No trainee whether on a warship or on a merchant ship, can 

escape the rigours of learning the ROR. Aids to learning the ROR have gone from visual 

models with lights and symbols to digital training and have been also included in the 

ship handling simulators. 

 In conclusion, it is obvious that navies which could be deployed anywhere in the 

world, need to prepare for their area specific assignments based inter-alia on based on 

the expected or prevailing  traffic patterns, weather and visibility factors. A 

multibillion dollar ship that is capable of deploying a wide spectrum of weaponry and 

capable of defending itself, cannot under any circumstances be seen as compromising 

its own safety by neglect of   essentials of safe passage. 

Source: www.maritimeindia.org, 20 September 2017 

 

China’s “Blue Partnership” through the Maritime Silk Road 

-Amrita Jash 

Introduction 

On 20 June 2017, China for the first time put forward a blueprint of its grand “21st 

Century Maritime Silk Road” (MSR) under the “Vision for Maritime Cooperation 

under the Belt and Road Initiative”. The blueprint emphasised the establishment of a 

Blue Economy and sustainable development. China, through the MSR seeks to build a 

new form of maritime security regional cooperation. Here, the query lies in 

understanding China’s ‘blue partnership’ under the MSR.  

http://www.jag.navy.mil/distrib/instructions/COLREG-1972.pdf
http://www.maritimeindia.org/View%20Profile/636414822995231632.pdf


 
 

China’s new Silk Road via the Waterway 

In October 2013, during his visit to Indonesia, the Chinese President Xi Jinping put 

forward the proposal of the “21st Century Maritime Silk Road” or “21 世纪海上丝绸之

路 ”. This maritime plan came as an adjunct to Xi’s “Silk Road Economic Belt”. 

Following up on the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), on 28 March 2015, China’s 

National Development and Reform Commission, in conjunction with China’s Foreign 

Ministry and Commerce Ministry, issued an action plan for the BRI. The document 

titled “Vision and Actions on Jointly Building Silk Road Economic Belt and 21st 

Century Maritime Silk Road”, stated: 

“The Belt and Road run through the continents of Asia, Europe, and Africa, 

connecting the vibrant East Asia economic circle at one end and developed European 

economic circle at the other, and encompassing countries with huge potential for 

economic development. The Silk Road Economic Belt focuses on bringing together 

China, Central Asia, Russia and Europe (the Baltic); linking China with the Persian 

Gulf and the Mediterranean Sea through Central Asia and West Asia; and connecting 

China with Southeast Asia, South Asia and the Indian Ocean. The 21st- Century 

Maritime Silk Road is designed to go from China’s coast to Europe through the South 

China Sea and the Indian Ocean in one route, and from China’s coast through the 

South China Sea to the South Pacific in the other”. 

Given the above conception, from an International Relations framework, China’s 

motivations behind OBOR can be broadly understood from two perspectives. On the 

one hand, the realist perspective bases its evidence on China’s national interest in 

securing natural resources, China’s attempt to increase its military capabilities, and its 

desire to challenge the international order. On the other hand, the liberal perspective 

chooses as its evidence China’s significant growth with its neighbouring countries, 

China’s engagement in regional multilateral frameworks, and China’s responsible 

commitment to the international community. With specific regard to the MSR, the 

“Vision” document notes: 

“The Road is designed to go from China’s coast to Europe through the South China 

Sea and the Indian Ocean in one route, and from China’s coast through the South 

China Sea to the South Pacific in the other”. 

That is, the “Road” is a maritime network of ports and other coastal infrastructure 

from South and Southeast Asia to East Africa and the northern Mediterranean Sea. 



 
 

 

 Figure 1: China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) 
Source:  http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2015-04/14/content_20433306.htm 

 

To break connectivity bottlenecks, China’s geostrategic objective underpinning the 

Maritime Silk Road project is to guarantee Beijing’s control over the most important 

sea trade routes and uninterrupted import of raw material. Here, one of the key goals 

is to decrease China’s dependence on the Malacca Strait, which carries almost 90 per 

cent of China’s sea borne trade and energy supplies. Given this heavy dependence on 

one route, Beijing faces a “Malacca Dilemma”. Therefore, to avert the risks inherent in 

this dilemma, Xi’s MSR policy aims at building ports in the Indian Ocean Region 

(IOR). This is witnessed in China’s port facilities in countries such as Myanmar 

(Sittwe), Pakistan (Gwadar), Sri Lanka (Hambantota) and Bangladesh (Chittagong). 

China’s Mapping of the MSR  

On 20 June 2017, China’s National Development and Reform Commission and the 

State Oceanic Administration released a document titled “Vision for Maritime 

Cooperation under the Belt and Road Initiative.” As stated in this document, China 

under its 21st Century Maritime Silk Road, aims at: 

 

 



 
 

“synchronising development plans and promoting joint actions amongst countries 

along the Maritime Silk Road, setting up the all-dimensional, multi-tiered and broad-

scoped Blue Partnership, jointly protecting and sustainably utilizing marine resources 

to achieve harmony between man and the ocean for common development and 

enhancement of maritime welfare.” 

It is noteworthy that this is the first time that the Chinese government has released a 

plan of action on ‘maritime cooperation’ ever since the first flagging of the MSR project 

in 2013. In this context, Wang Hong, the head of the State Oceanic Administration 

(SOA), remarked that this is the first time that the Chinese government has 

systematically proposed a “blueprint” for advancing maritime cooperation among Belt 

and Road countries. 

The priorities of China’s MSR “Vision” feature green development, ocean-based 

prosperity, maritime security, innovative growth, and collaborative governance. Most 

importantly, in forging closer ties, the “Vision” document puts forward the Chinese plan 

of building three ocean-based “Blue Economic Passages” along the Maritime Road that 

will connect Asia with Africa, Oceania, Europe and beyond. The three such passages 

are: the China-Indian Ocean-Africa-Mediterranean Sea Blue Economic Passage; the 

China-Oceania-South Pacific Blue Economic Passage; and one that will lead to Europe 

via the Arctic Ocean.  

Given this proposed three-way network, the trajectory entails the following pathway: 

First, the China-Indian Ocean-Africa-Mediterranean Sea Blue Economic Passage- this 

will be based on coastal economic belts in China. It will link the China-Indochina 

Peninsula Economic Corridor and run westward from the South China Sea to the Indian 

Ocean, connecting the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor and the Bangladesh-China-

India-Myanmar Economic Corridor, according to the document. Second, the China-

Oceania-South Pacific Blue Economic Passage- this is set to head south from the South 

China Sea into the Pacific Ocean. And  the third is the passage to Europe – this will run 

through the Arctic Ocean. It can thus be stated that China’s Maritime Silk Road is not 

a one way pass but a broad network of multiple passes. 

In addition, the “Vision” document called on countries along the 21st Century Maritime 

Silk Road to focus on “sharing blue space and developing the blue economy,” which will 

target issues such as marine environment protection, marine interconnectivity, 

maritime security and common oceanic governance. Here, one of the key interests for 

China is to secure and strengthen its port facilities. In this regard, Zhuang Guotu argues 



 
 

that port logistics is an important aspect for deepening maritime cooperation between 

China and other countries along the MSR. He explains that: 

“As exchanges and cooperation in trade, investment and tourism increase between 

China and other countries along the Road, it has been an irresistible trend to expand 

cooperation in port industry, ocean shipping, logistics, informatization, and human 

resources.” 

It may, therefore, be argued that the outlook towards building the Maritime Silk Road 

is strongly driven by China’s quest for maritime supremacy and an aspiration for 

maritime expeditionary capabilities to operate in the deep waters of open oceans- a 

“Blue-Water Navy”.  To explain, as China’s comprehensive national power has 

significantly strengthened and its interests are geographically expanding , it becomes 

imperative for China to drive for a blue-water navy. This is well-noted in China’s 

growing naval activities in the Indian Ocean, including  the presence of its submarines, 

conduct of live fire drills, and the docking of Chinese warships in ports, such as in  Sri 

Lanka and Pakistan.  

China’s Dream of Haiyang Qiangguo- A Strong Maritime Power 

 In advocating the efficacy of sea power, Admiral Alfred Thayer Mahan famously stated: 

“Control of the sea by maritime commerce and naval supremacy means predominant 

influence in the world … (and) is chief among the merely material elements in the power 

and prosperity of nations.” This suggests that becoming a sea power is essential to a 

nation’s prosperity and if ignored can put a nation at risk. This perspective explains the 

motivation underpinning China’s maritime quest.  

China’s ambition is to become a maritime power, possibly reflecting the shift from from 

being merely a continental power. This is well-noted in the 2015 Defence White Paper 

on “China’s Military Strategy” suggests:  

“The traditional mentality that land outweighs sea must be abandoned, and great 

importance has to be attached to managing the seas and oceans and protecting 

maritime rights and interests.” 

These interests are driven by China’s economic rise, as also Beijing’s security interests 

concerning  longstanding unresolved sovereignty issues, such as unification with 



 
 

Taiwan and gaining complete control of land features in the East and South China Seas 

held by other countries, all of which demands a focus on the maritime domain. 

It needs to be noted that this Chinese maritime adventurism is an output of the 18th 

National Congress of the Communist Party of China (CCP) in November 2012, wherein 

President Hu Jintao declared that China’s objective is to be a Haiyang quango—that 

is, a strong or great maritime power. This marked an important defining moment in 

China’s maritime strategy, as Hu posited:  

China should “enhance  [the] capacity for exploiting marine resources, develop the 

marine economy, protect the marine ecological environment, resolutely safeguard 

China’s maritime rights and interests, and build China into a strong maritime power 

(emphasis added).” 

This objective was reiterated in the 2012 defence White Paper on “The Diversified 

Employment of China’s Armed Forces” that was released on April 16, 2013. The White 

Paper stated:  

“China is a major maritime as well as land country. The seas and oceans provide 

immense space and abundant resources for China’s sustainable development, and thus 

are of vital importance to the people’s wellbeing and China’s future. It is an essential 

national development strategy to exploit, utilize and protect the seas and oceans, and 

build China into a maritime power.” 

Here, it is important to note that in the Chinese context, maritime power encompasses 

more than naval power but appreciates the importance of having a world-class navy. 

The maritime power equation includes a large and effective coast guard; a world-class 

merchant marine and fishing fleet; a globally recognized shipbuilding capacity; and an 

ability to harvest or extract economically important maritime resources, especially fish. 

The scope of China’s military strategy is also centered upon the maritime domain, that 

is to win “informationized local wars” by “maritime preparation for military struggle” 

– striving for achieving a ‘blue-water navy’. In view of this, the 2015 White Paper 

suggests a “long-standing task for China to safeguard its maritime rights and interests” 

and, the process to become a “strong maritime power”. The PLA Navy (PLAN) will play 

a greater role shifting its focus from “offshore water defense” to “open seas protection”- 

thus, making a shift from defence to offence. 



 
 

Conclusion 

Given these objectives, China’s Dream of building a ‘blue partnership’ via the ‘Maritime 

Silk Road’ is a means to achieve its larger goal of securing China’s foothold in the 

maritime domain. In this light, the construction of ports and related facilities aim to 

extend China’s maritime reach across the Indian Ocean via the Suez Canal, into the 

Mediterranean basin. Here, the objective is to secure its Sea Lines of Communication 

(SLOCs), which carry 90 per cent of China’s trade and energy supplies. More 

importantly, a secured maritime posture would also strengthen China’s naval military 

ambitions. In addition, attaining these goals will significantly result in a strong 

government, a prosperous economy, a harmonious society, and a strong military- the 

key elements needed in order to realise Xi Jinping’s Chinese Dream. 

Source: www.maritimeindia.org, 22 September 2017

http://www.maritimeindia.org/View%20Profile/636416427545411647.pdf


 

 

Tackling ocean pollution: Bottle deposit return system for Scotland 

- Katy Stickland 

A new scheme to help cut down on the pollution caused by plastic and glass bottles 

and drinks cans is to be set up in Scotland. Although details of the new deposit return 

system are yet to be drawn up, it is thought that customers would pay a surcharge when 

buying bottles or cans, which would then be refunded when the empty containers were 

returned to the shop. Environmental groups are welcoming the move announced by 

the Scottish Government. Zero Waste Scotland, which is funded by the Scottish 

Government and the European Regional Development Fund, will be designing the new 

scheme. The measure is aimed at increasing recycling and tackling litter, and was 

announced alongside the establishment of an expert panel to consider other measures 

to reduce pollution. The Marine Conservation Society (MCS), which is a founding 

partner of the Have You Got The Bottle campaign for the introduction of  deposit 

return system in Scotland, said it hoped other parts of the UK would consider 

introducing a similar scheme. “We see this as the simplest next step to help turn the 

tide on plastic, glass and metal drinks containers on our beaches. We hope that this 

will inspire similar systems throughout the UK,” said the MSC’s Scotland conservation 

officer, Catherine Gemmell. “For almost three decades our dedicated volunteers have 

taken part in our Beachwatch surveys, gathering evidence of the impact of ocean 

plastics and litter of all materials on the seas and coasts around Scotland and 

throughout the UK,” she stated. 

Gemmell said there was clear evidence that pollution from drinks containers was 

measurably reduced on beaches where deposit return systems were in place. 

Scotland’s deposit return system for bottles and cans is also being welcomed 

by retailers, brewers, and the hospitality trade. “Just as the carrier bag charge was a 

success from the start, we are confident that a deposit return system will work for the 

public, for business, and for local government,” said Scott Williams of Williams Bros 

Brewing Co. in Alloa, Firth of Forth. “Ministers take pride in the carrier bag charge 

decision to this day, just as they should be proud of (this) announcement, and a 

Scottish deposit system will set the agenda for England, Wales and Northern Ireland 

MARINE ENVIRONMENT 

http://www.ybw.com/author/katystickland
http://www.haveyougotthebottle.org.uk/
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too,” added Williams, who backs the Have You Got The Bottle campaign. Details of 

the new deposit return system are expected to be announced in early 2018. 

Source: www.ybw.com, 28 September 2017 

 

How did that get there? Plastic chunks on Arctic ice show how far 

Pollution has spread  

- Jamie Doward 

A British-led expedition has discovered sizeable chunks of polystyrene lying on remote 

frozen ice floes in the middle of the Arctic Ocean. The depressing find, only 1,000 miles 

from the north pole, is the first made in an area that was previously inaccessible to 

scientists because of sea ice. It is one of the most northerly sightings of such detritus 

in the world’s oceans, which are increasingly polluted by plastics. A team of scientists 

drawn from the UK, US, Norway and Hong Kong, headed by marine biologist Tim 

Gordon of Exeter University, said the discovery confirmed just how far plastic 

pollution has spread. It has prompted fears that plastic waste is flowing into the Arctic 

as the ice melts because of climate change. The thaw is simultaneously releasing plastic 

that has long been trapped in the ice. 

The scientists, who were on the explorer Pen Hadow’s Arctic Mission attempt to sail 

to the north pole, were surprised to discover the blocks of polystyrene many hundreds 

of miles from land in areas that were, until recently, covered by ice all year round. They 

found two large pieces on the edge of ice floes between 77° and 80° north, in the middle 

of the international waters of the central Arctic Ocean. “For the 25 years I have been 

exploring the Arctic I have never seen such large and very visible items of rubbish,” 

said Hadow, the only person to have trekked solo, without resupply, from Canada to 

the geographic north pole. “The blocks of polystyrene were just sitting on top of the 

ice.” “Finding pieces of rubbish like this is a worrying sign that melting ice may be 

allowing high levels of pollution to drift into these areas,” Gordon said. “This is 

potentially very dangerous for the Arctic’s wildlife.” The pioneering expedition – using 

two yachts – sailed further into the international waters of the Central Arctic Ocean 

than any previous navigation attempt without icebreakers. Rates of ice melt have 

increased dramatically due to climate change, with 40% of the central Arctic Ocean 

now navigable in summer. 

http://www.ybw.com/news-from-yachting-boating-world/tackling-ocean-pollution-bottle-deposit-return-system-scotland-60296
https://www.theguardian.com/profile/jamiedoward
https://www.theguardian.com/world/arctic
http://www.arcticmission.com/blog/
http://www.penhadow.com/
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Estimates suggest that there are more than 5 trillion pieces of plastic floating on the 

surface of the world’s oceans. It has been claimed that there is now enough plastic to 

form a permanent layer in the fossil record. Dr Ceri Lewis, scientific adviser to the 

expedition based at the University of Exeter, has previously warned that people 

produce around 300 million tons of plastic a year, roughly the same weight as all the 

humans on the planet. Around half of all plastic produced is used once and then 

thrown away. A significant concern is that large plastic pieces can break down into 

“microplastics” – tiny particles that are accidentally consumed by filter-feeding 

animals. The particles remain in animals’ bodies and are passed up the food chain, 

threatening wildlife at all levels from zooplankton to apex predators such as polar 

bears. In an attempt to gauge the presence of microplastics in Arctic waters, the 

scientists intend to test samples of seawater they collected in nets with holes smaller 

than a millimetre across. “Many rivers that are often a source of plastic pollution lead 

into the Arctic Ocean, but plastic pollution has been literally trapped into the ice,” 

Lewis said. “Now the ice is melting we believe microplastics are being released into the 

Arctic. The Arctic is thought to be a hot spot of microplastics accumulation due to the 

number of rivers that empty into the Arctic basin, yet we have very little data to support 

this idea in the more northerly parts of the Arctic Ocean.” She added that the data the 

expedition was collecting was important because the Arctic supports many fisheries 

which could be affected by microplastics. Some projections indicate that the entire 

Arctic Ocean will be ice-free in summer by 2050. This will allow human exploitation 

of the newly opened waters and bring a range of fresh threats to Arctic wildlife. “The 

Arctic Ocean’s wildlife used to be protected by a layer of sea ice all year round,” Gordon 

said. “Now that is melting away, this environment will be exposed to commercial 

fishing, shipping and industry for the first time in history. We need to seriously 

consider how best to protect the Arctic’s animals from these new threats. By doing so, 

we will give them a fighting chance of adapting and responding to their rapidly 

changing habitat.” The team is also investigating the impact of human-made noise 

pollution on Arctic marine life and mammals, using underwater loudspeakers and 

microphones to understand how sound travels through the polar seas, and how this 

might be affected by ice loss. Arctic cod, beluga whales, ringed seals and walruses use 

a range of sounds to communicate in the underwater darkness. Narwhals hunt for fish 

a mile below the surface using biosonar, emitting 1,000 high-pitched clicks every 

second and listening to their reflected echoes – much the same way that bats do. “It is 

critical that we establish baseline natural recordings in this newly exposed oceanic 

environment,” said Professor Steve Simpson, an expert in bioacoustics and noise 

pollution at Exeter University. “These recordings will allow us to understand how 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/may/15/38-million-pieces-of-plastic-waste-found-on-uninhabited-south-pacific-island
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/may/15/38-million-pieces-of-plastic-waste-found-on-uninhabited-south-pacific-island
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/sep/06/plastic-fibres-found-tap-water-around-world-study-reveals
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/sep/06/plastic-fibres-found-tap-water-around-world-study-reveals
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human activities are changing the soundscape of the summer Arctic, and assess the 

success of future noise management in this unique acoustic world.” On-board wildlife 

biologist Heather Bauscher said increasing ice melt could have serious consequences 

for the whole Arctic ecosystem. “Quality research and the development of sound 

management strategies are necessary to protect the Arctic’s wildlife: this is crucial at a 

time of such dramatic change,” she said. 

      Source:www.theguardian.com, 24 September 2017  

 

How hurricanes such as Irma and Maria can devastate the Caribbean 

Marine Environment  

Hurricane Irma – one of the strongest on record to hit the Caribbean – recently 

scoured the islands leaving catastrophic damage in its wake. And just as we began to 

piece together the devastating and potentially long–term impacts of Irma, Hurricane 

Maria has now left another path of destruction. Puerto Rico, the British dependency 

of the Turks and Caicos, and many other Caribbean islands have suffered what have 

been described as “apocalyptic conditions”. 

When the world talks of the tragic and devastating consequences of severe hurricanes, 

the focus tends to be on the land, and the people who live in affected communities. 

Indeed, nearly 30 people have been reported killed, while Puerto Rico Resident 

Commissioner Jenniffer Gonzalez has said that the hurricane has set the country back 

by “20 to 30 years”. We see images of toppled trees, torn off roofs and severe flooding. 

But marine environments can be also badly affected by hurricanes, with potential long-

term effects. 

The force of hurricane winds, and the resultant tides and waves are so strong that both 

plants and animals are ripped from the sea floor leaving lifeless rubble and sediment 

behind. Hurricanes have a washing machine effect: they mix up coastal sediments with 

knock-on effects for marine life. Suspended matter left floating in the water column 

limits the amount of sunlight that reaches marine habitats and so reduces growth and 

recovery. Meanwhile in shallow coastal environments, debris, sewage and run-off 

continue to flow in to the sea long after the hurricane has passed. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/sep/24/arctic-plastic-pollution-polystyrene-wildlife-threat
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/sep/23/hurricane-maria-irma-turks-and-caicos
http://edition.cnn.com/2017/09/24/americas/hurricane-maria-puerto-rico-aftermath/index.html
https://theconversation.com/how-to-tell-the-stories-of-those-worst-affected-by-a-disaster-like-hurricane-irma-83832
http://edition.cnn.com/2017/09/22/americas/hurricane-maria-turks-and-caicos-bahamas/index.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/ct-hurricane-maria-puerto-rico-20170924-story.html
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Human dependency on the sea 

The devastation of coastal environments, particularly seagrass meadows, can also 

result in long-term losses of the benefits that humans receive from them, such as 

fisheries support or coastal protection. Damage to these ecosystem services 

consequently impacts human well-being, because people can no longer rely on them 

for their livelihood and food supply. 

Some of the most severely affected areas of the recent hurricanes in the Caribbean – 

Florida, Turks and Caicos, Puerto Rico, Cuba and the British Virgin Islands – all house 

extensive seagrass meadows. These shallow water marine habitats support 

valuable lobster fisheries, as well as shrimp, conch, and finfish fisheries. Seagrass also 

stabilises sediments and protects the white sand beaches that attract so many tourists 

to the region. 

Previous hurricanes, cyclones, and typhoons (weather events which are essentially the 

same but have different names depending on where the storm happens) across the 

globe have shown the severe negative effects they can have on these vital seagrass 

meadows. The seagrass plants are ripped up or buried under sediments, leading to 

their suffocation. The extensive associated murky water leads to widespread loss of 

seagrass, as was seen in the years that followed hurricane Katrina hitting the US. 

Initial indications from the Everglades in Florida show that seagrass destruction in the 

wake of Irma is extensive, with large piles already being washed far onshore. This 

should ring alarm bells for Caribbean fisheries, as hurricanes Katrina and Rita led to 

losses in the seafood industry that reached billions of dollars. The Caribbean spiny 

lobster fishery business alone is worth more than US$450m, and directly employs 

50,000 people. Healthy seagrass provides the best fishing grounds with the greatest 

revenue, and the recent hurricanes have the potential to decimate this. 

Environmental impact 

But this is not just about money. Seagrass loss also threatens marine biodiversity and 

the health of charismatic species. After a severe cyclone in Australia in 2011, turtles 

and dugong starved due to the damaged meadows. In addition, seagrass is a marine 

powerhouse, which stores vast amounts of carbon in meadow sediments. When the 

seagrass is removed, this carbon is released back into the environment. 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0025326X13002919
http://www.cell.com/current-biology/abstract/S0960-9822(16)31260-X
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2212041614000825
https://digital.library.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metacrs8477/m1/1/high_res_d/RL33117_2006Feb22.pdf
https://gizmodo.com/first-surveys-suggest-the-everglades-took-a-beating-fro-1812387954
http://www.cell.com/current-biology/abstract/S0960-9822(16)31260-X
http://www.cell.com/current-biology/abstract/S0960-9822(16)31260-X
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/australiaandthepacific/australia/8753630/Mass-starvation-of-dugongs-and-turtles-on-Great-Barrier-Reef.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/australiaandthepacific/australia/8753630/Mass-starvation-of-dugongs-and-turtles-on-Great-Barrier-Reef.html
https://theconversation.com/seagrass-is-a-marine-powerhouse-so-why-isnt-it-on-the-worlds-conservation-agenda-66503
https://theconversation.com/seagrass-is-a-marine-powerhouse-so-why-isnt-it-on-the-worlds-conservation-agenda-66503
https://theconversation.com/a-submarine-carbon-tax-opportunity-seagrass-meadows-are-intense-but-fragile-carbon-sinks-7183
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Hurricanes have always been a part of life in tropical seas. The destruction they cause 

and their recovery have been observed throughout human history. What is alarming 

now, however, is the apparent increased frequency and intensity. The already poor 

state of the Caribbean marine environment restricts the ability of habitats such as 

seagrass meadows and coral reefs to recover from the effects of severe storms. Poor 

water quality and over-fishing, for example, promotes the overgrowth of algae, 

preventing recovery. With repeated hurricanes occurring over time periods that are 

insufficient for recovery to occur, this will only get worse. 

The severity of hurricanes Irma and Maria are a wake up call. We need a fundamental 

shift in how marine environments are protected to enable long-term sustainability for 

the food and income they provide. Many locations in the Caribbean, for example 

Puerto Rico, have ineffective marine protection rules and so destructive practices 

continue unchecked, meaning that when a disaster does occur, the environment is 

unable to recover. 

Although local actions against climate change are difficult to achieve, it is possible to 

manage river catchments to improve water quality, and focus on small scale immediate 

actions, such as implementation of marine protected areas to limit immediate and 

direct damage to coastal resources. Coordinated small scale actions will ultimately 

help enhance the resilience of the Caribbean Sea, and make sure that the environment 

can better recover from any future extreme events. 

Source: theconversation.com, 25 September 2017 

 

Tsunami carried a million sea creatures from Japan to US west coast  

Justin McCurry 

The deadly tsunami that struck north-east Japan in 2011 has carried almost 300 

species of sea life thousands of miles across the Pacific Ocean to the west coast of the 

United States. In what experts are calling the longest maritime migration ever 

recorded, an estimated one million creatures – including crustaceans, sea slugs and 

sea worms – made the 4,800-mile (7,725km) journey on a flotilla of tsunami debris. 

“This has turned out to be one of the biggest unplanned natural experiments in marine 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1029/2006GL028836/full
https://theconversation.com/hurricanes-may-be-getting-more-severe-do-we-need-a-whole-new-category-to-describe-them-83782
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/B9780128002148000049
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/B9780128002148000049
https://theconversation.com/how-hurricanes-such-as-irma-and-maria-can-devastate-the-caribbean-marine-environment-84450
https://www.theguardian.com/profile/justinmccurry
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/mar/11/japan-remembers-the-18000-victims-of-2011s-triple-disaster-fukushima
https://www.theguardian.com/world/japan
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biology – perhaps in history,” said John Chapman, an expert at Oregon State 

University who co-authored a study of the creatures published this week in the journal 

Science. The towering tsunami, triggered by a 9.0 magnitude earthquake on the 

afternoon of 11 March 2011, generated five million tonnes of debris from the three 

prefectures of Iwate, Miyagi and Fukushima. About 70% sank quickly to the ocean 

floor, according to experts, but countless buoys, docks, boats and other items with 

buoyancy were swept out to sea. Between June 2012 and February this year 289 

Japanese species attached to 600 pieces of debris washed up on beaches in the states 

of Washington, Oregon, California, Alaska and Hawaii, as well as in the Canadian 

province of British Columbia, according to the study. Some of the creatures – about 

two-thirds of which had never been seen on the US west coast – reproduced as they 

drifted eastward. “The diversity was somewhat jaw-dropping,” said James Carlton, a 

marine sciences professor at Williams College, in Williamstown, Massachusetts. 

“Molluscs, sea anemones, corals, crabs, just a wide variety of species, really a cross-

section of Japanese fauna.” 

Source: www.theguardian.com, 29 September 2017 

 

Sea turtles dying from man-made Pollution 

Already this year, 52 dead Kemp's ridley sea turtles have been collected by marine 

biologists in Gulfport. They say there's a simple solution to the main reason they are 

dying, and it's one you can do at home and at work. It's another day of quick medical 

attention to save the endangered Kemp's ridley sea turtle. Too often veterinarians at 

the Institute for Marine Mammal Studies in Gulfport are not fighting Mother Nature, 

they are fighting the habits of mankind. Just this weekend at a beach clean up, 4,000 

pounds of trash was removed from Elmer's Island in south Jefferson Parish. "We are 

dumping plastics into the Gulf and all around the world," Dr. Debra Moore, a 

veterinarian atIMMS, said.  The images and X-rays are disturbing. Turtles can mistake 

a plastic bag for a jelly fish meal. "We had a sea turtle that died with a plastic bag stuck 

in its nose," Dr. Moby Solangi, the President and Executive Director of IMMS, said. 

"Plastics have only been around for 50 to 70 years, so they have not evolved to know 

the difference between them," Dr. Moore said of sea turtles. To make matters worse, 

the plastics absorb the toxins from pesticides and insecticides coming down the river 

from 31 states and two Canadian provinces. Then they break down into micro plastics 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/tsunamis
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/fukushima
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/sep/29/tsunami-carried-million-sea-creatures-from-japan-to-us-west-coast
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and enter our food chain beginning with the smallest of sea life eating them. "Our food, 

our clothing has plastic in it. It's dumped accidentally into the oceans, or into our 

washing machines will break down those fibers and then that goes in to our water 

system. And then our sewage is dumped out into the Gulf," said Dr. Moore. The 

pollution of plastic, nets, Styrofoam, cans and other discarded items coming from all 

the people and rivers north of the Gulf can take years or even centuries to decompose. 

It is estimated that more than 90 percent of seabirds have plastics in them. "Straws 

and coffee stirrers are one of the number one problems that are out there in the 

oceans," said Dr. Moore. 

Each year anywhere from 30 to 200 sea turtles come into IMMS needing 

medical treatment. The biologists say cities need a comprehensive approach to getting 

rid of waste and opening spillways so fresh water won't inundate the Gulf. But each 

person at home can make a difference and it's as simple as recycling. "That is our 

second job at IMMS; is to make better stewards of our children educate them," Dr. 

Solangi of the visitor program at the center, said.  As Eyewitness News reported earlier 

this month, the biologists are also seeing marine life dying and affected by the largest 

dead zone ever reported in the Gulf. 

Source: www.wwltv.com, 19 September 2017 

 

Curb Marine Pollution, Save the Ocean 

As the world battles adverse effects of climate change, marine pollution is a rising 

challenge, with the coastline and aquatic life being endangered. According to reports, 

there are more than 15 trillion pieces of plastic in the world’s oceans, which is over 80 

per cent of plastic pieces globally. This incidence calls for strategic efforts from 

national governments, corporate organisations and individuals to curb marine 

pollution and save the ocean. Ugo Aliogo, Efuwape Mary and Kudman Mercy write 

Cause for Concern 

Man’s survival is currently under serious threat due to increasing environmental 

challenges facing the globe. These challenges have posed serious dangers to man and 

marine wildlife. Environmental conservation experts have stated that huge deposits of 

http://www.wwltv.com/news/local/sea-turtles-dying-from-man-made-pollution-institute-says-1/477113131
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human waste from land-filled sources float into the ocean daily. The implication of this 

action is that it will make the ocean an unsafe abode for marine wildlife. In the midst 

of this crisis, the United Nations has not been silent. The United Nations 

Environmental Programme (UNEP) recently observed that up to 80 per cent of all 

litter in the oceans are made up of plastic pieces. The fear expressed by the UNEP is 

that with the rate of waste going into the ocean such as plastic bottles, bags, cups and 

straws after a single use, by 2050 there would be more plastic in the oceans than fish 

species. The UN, alongside other stakeholders, has been making frantic efforts to 

address the challenge through enlightenment programmes, and holding governments 

of nations to task on the need to support the campaign to save marine wildlife. 

Commitments Conference 

In its bid to raise the bar, the UN recently organised the Ocean conference in June, 

New York this year. The forum, attended by scientists and representatives of 

government and civil society, was convened to support the implementation of the 

Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 14, which is aimed at conserving and sustaining 

the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development. At the conference, 

countries made commitments to reduce marine litter, as part of the UNEP’s Clean Seas 

Campaign (CSC), while more than one million participants signed a petition to phase 

out single-use plastic worldwide within the next five years, as part of the Avaaz 

campaign. The CSC was launched by the UN Environment agency in February 2017 to 

increase awareness on the need to reduce marine litter by targeting the production, 

consumption of non-recoverable and single-use plastic. More than 20 countries are 

now participating in the campaign, which calls on governments, industries and 

individuals to end single-use plastic and eliminate micro-plastics in cosmetics by 

2022. 

Best Practice 

At the conference, Sweden announced it would join the CSC and introduce a number 

of actions to tackle marine litter, including waste management technologies, a national 

collection system, a deposit-refund system for PET bottles, and raise awareness on the 

negative impact of plastic bags. Sweden is also expected to introduce a ban on micro-

plastics in cosmetic products. Sweden will also provide SEK 9 million to support the 

CSC as well as SEK 5 million to support UNEP’s efforts to tackle pollution from land-

based sources. The agency’s Executive Director Erik Solheim said Sweden’s support 
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will help intensify their work and translate the science into global awareness and 

concrete action. Sweden’s Minister for Environment, Karolina Skog, announced an 

additional SEK 2 million in funding for the Action Platform for Source-to-Sea 

Management (S2S Platform) to strengthen work on knowledge exchange and other 

efforts on land-based marine pollution. The S2S Platform is a multi-stakeholder 

initiative that promotes collaboration among experts to improve the management of 

water linkages from land through to the ocean. 

Furthermore, Indonesia has committed to reduce its marine litter by 70 per cent, and 

Kenya intends to introduce a plastic bag ban in September 2017. Other countries that 

have announced commitments to the campaign include Belgium, Costa Rica, France, 

Grenada, Norway, Panama, Rwanda, Saint Lucia, Sierra Leone and Uruguay. Nigeria 

is yet to follow suit. 

Revealing Study 

The UNEP has estimated that 15 per cent of marine litter floats on the seas’ surfaces, 

15 per cent remains in the water column, and 70 per cent rests on the seabeds. A study 

revealed that 5.25 million plastic particles, weighing 268,940 tonnes in total, are 

currently floating in the world’s oceans. With the increasing rise of marine pollution, 

the MacArthur Foundation in a study noted that the world is producing 20 times more 

plastics than 40 years ago. The negative effect is that yearly more than eight million 

tonnes of plastic end up in the oceans, causing damage to marine wildlife, fisheries, 

tourism and marine ecosystem. The study further revealed that only less than 14 per 

cent of all plastic pieces are recyclable and there is need to set up through technological 

mechanism to deal with the remaining 86 per cent which could create $80 to $120 

billion in revenues. According to reports, over 80 per cent of marine pollution comes 

from land-based activities, including plastic bags, water bottles, cups, cans and other 

debris which enter the ocean through deliberate dumping or run-off through rivers 

and drains. 

UNGA Support 

In support of the save the ocean campaign, the President of the United Nations 

General Assembly (UNGA), Peter Thomson, has urged world leaders to assemble the 

solutions required to overcome the challenges facing the coastal lands. 
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Thomson’s argument is that marine pollution is taking the world to a critical point 

where by 2050, there will be more plastic pieces in the ocean than fish; therefore, there 

is an urgent need to look at the effects of climate change on the ocean to properly 

understand what is facing the world. He said, “We have to have better rubbish 

collection systems. We have to do what Rwanda has done which is to ban plastic bags. 

We have to stay true to the Paris Climate Agreement. But beyond that, we can set up 

marine protected areas where we can sustainably manage our fish stocks. We have to 

stop illegal and harmful fishing practices such as bottom dredging. We have to end 

those ridiculous fish subsidies and use that money to restore coastal ecosystem. 

“Microplastics, which are bits of plastics inserted into things such as toothpaste, face 

creams and other cosmetics, constitute a big problem. We have to stop industrial use 

of microplastics because they get ingested into the biosphere. Their implications are 

far reaching. “We have unleashed a plague of plastic upon the ocean that is defiling 

nature in many tragic ways. Illegal and destructive fishing practices, along with 

harmful fisheries subsidies, are driving our fish-stocks to tipping points of collapse. 

The greenhouse gases of accumulated carbon-combusting human activity are not only 

driving climate change, they are causing rising sea levels through ocean warming, 

while is threatening life in the oceans through acidification and deoxygenation.” 

Overfishing Pressure 

Illegal fishing, which is allegedly mostly perpetrated by foreign fishing fleets, is 

another threat facing the coastline. The argument from experts is that if it is not 

checked, it would disrupt the ecosystem and damage biodiversity. According to a 

report, around 37 types of fish are on the growing lists of species becoming extinct in 

Africa, including octopus and grouper. This is a bad indicator for the continent’s 

coastline. On his part, Thomson appealed for a stop to the ‘crazy subsidies’ given by 

industrialised countries to fishing fleets, calling for renewed efforts to identify the 

species under threat and agree to only fish to quota or stop fishing those species. 

Kenyan Lessons 

In Kenyan production, sales and use of plastic bags now attract imprisonment of four 

years or fines of $40,000. This has been adjudged by experts in marine conservation 

as the world’s toughest law aimed at reducing plastic pollution. With this legislation in 

place, Kenya has joined more than 40 other countries that have banned or taxed single 
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use of plastic bags, including China, France, Rwanda, and Italy. It took Kenya three 

attempts over 10 years to finally pass the ban, and not everyone is a fan. 

Nigeria Scenario 

The campaign to save the ocean doesn’t appear to be receiving encouraging support in 

Nigeria, especially through awareness campaigns from government and Civil Society 

Organisations (CSOs). However, some Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) are 

playing different roles in the campaign to save the ocean. The Mental and 

Environmental Development, a group passionate about cleaning the environment 

especially the coastal areas through active community participation, is playing its part 

to support the campaign. The NGO was founded by Miss Doyinsola Ogunye, who is 

passionate about the cleanliness of the environment and the preservation of aquatic 

life. She also founded the Kids Beach Garden dedicated to teaching children about 

their environment and their role in giving back. To put the issue of marine pollution 

in proper perspective, Ogunye argued that the major cause of ocean pollution is 

littering. She hinged her argument on the premises that Nigerians have negative habits 

of littering the environment indiscriminately, with wastes which flows into drainage 

channels when it rains and ends in the ocean. These wastes, she maintained, are 

consumed by fishes. Ogunye’s worry is that if indiscriminate dumping of refuse is not 

checked, the present generation is preparing disaster for children yet unborn; 

therefore there is a need for something imperative to be done. 

She called on governments at all levels, CSOs and NGOs to start sensitising people on 

the need to stop littering the ocean because of the adverse effect on aquatic life and the 

society. Nigeria’s coastline debouches into the Atlantic Ocean. She noted: “The way we 

have conveyed many plastic in last 20 years, I don’t think it is going to stop, instead it 

is going to get worse. The best option is that government should actually levy these 

plastics production companies and put some kind of restrictions on those who use 

plastics, and eventually place ban on its usage in Lagos State and Nigeria. “We are 

evolving as a people and we might do a lot of things that will be a great disservice to 

the next generation. On the path of the federal government, they should start 

advocating for other kinds of packaging apart from plastics. In cleaning the ocean, I 

suggest that Nigeria adopt the examples Kenya and Singapore. Kenya as a country has 

done remarkably well in managing environmental waste and marine pollution.” 
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Nigeria’s main problem in governance has been the implementation of her various 

laws, international instruments, agreements and conventions. However, with the 

current negative trends in global climate change, the nation would do well to emulate 

best practices like Kenya and Sweden, to preserve the environment and secure the 

coastline and oceans. 

Source: www.thisdaylive.com, 21 September 2017 
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Will Modi's “Make in India” programme benefit from Japanese Defence 

Industry?  

As part of the annual prime ministerial meeting, Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 

visited India to participate in the 12th Indo-Japan Annual Summit. This year the 

bilateral talk began with an inauguration of the much anticipated Mumbai-

Ahmadabad High-Speed Rail (MAHSR). The project cost of 1.1 Lakh crore is partially 

funded by the Japanese as part of its infrastructure assistance to India. Moreover, the 

project presents a huge opportunity for both India and Japan to expand the 

cooperation in other areas. Prime Minister Abe visit came at the backdrop of two major 

regional events – the stand-off between India and the Chinese army over Dokhlam as 

well as continuing North Korea nuclear and missile threat. Both the events have drawn 

much attention in this year’s annual summit. The Joint Statement captured recent 

development in the bilateral cooperation.  

Importantly, the joint statement made a concrete effort to reassure each other by 

affirming their support to “value-based partnership in achieving a free, open and 

prosperous Indo-pacific region.” The joint statement also took a dig at Chinese (One 

Belt, One Road) initiative by underlining the importance of “ensuring the development 

and use of connectivity infrastructure in an open, transparent and fair process.” Both 

the sides also condemned strongly North Korea and Pakistan for disturbing regional 

peace and global order. The defence cooperation is a cornerstone of the bilateral 

relationship. The MALABAR trilateral naval exercise provides great impetus to the 

Indian navy. India will be in strong cooperation with the Japan Maritime Self-Defence 

Force (JMSDF) and the US Navy. The two sides agreed to continue the military-to-

military engagement and discuss issues of common interest. Though both the prime 

ministers declared their commitment to cooperate on defence equipment and 

technology, one is still in the dark on the level of commitment from both the sides. The 

US-2i amphibious aircraft is a classic example of failure in which both sides have not 

been able to finalise a deal despite several rounds of consultation. This clearly shows 

the problem in Indian defence acquisition policy and why many foreign countries are 

reluctant to invest in “Make in India” defence programme. 

GEOPOLITICS 
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India believes Japanese defence industry can play an important role in “Make in India” 

programme. Though the US-2i procurement is getting delayed, in 2015, Indian Navy 

has issued Request for Information (RFI) to Japanese manufacturers. India wants 

Japan to participate in the project 75 (I), helping the country to build six advanced 

submarines with air-independent propulsion (AIP) system. Japanese Soryu-class 

submarine is one of its kind which can offer Indian navy great advantage in the 

submarine warfare. After losing Australian submarine bid to French shipbuilder 

Direction des Constructions Navales Services (DCNS), Japan sees an opportunity in 

India’s project 75 (I) programme.  This year, Indian Defence Minister Arun Jaitley 

paid two consequent visits to Japan. His primary goal was to focus on strengthening 

cooperation over defence equipment. During his visit to Japan in the month of May 

2017, the Defence Minister made some interesting observation about challenges India 

is facing in acquiring defence equipment from Japan. He spoke about various reforms 

the present government has undertaken to attract foreign investment in the country. 

He has also laid out his plan of giving incentives to foreign companies that are 

interested in setting up defence manufacturing bases in India.  This is a significant 

statement as he himself is under huge pressure to decide on the strategic partnership 

with the private sector for defence equipment. Defence Minister Jaitely also indicated 

that India is looking at Japanese technology for local manufacturing of defence 

equipment. The cooperation would be “both for the purpose of buying (from Japan) 

and any possibility of India domestically manufacturing with their technologies.”  

Before handing over the defence portfolio to his successor Mrs Nirmala Sitaraman, Mr 

Arun Jaitely revisited Japan this September to take part in the annual India-Japan 

defence ministerial dialogue. He intending to discuss bilateral cooperation in defence 

production, including dual-use technologies etc. But the cooperation in defence 

equipment and technology has not gained much prominence in the Joint Statement 

issued by two prime ministers. This clearly signifies that Japan is still reluctant on 

agreeing to some of the demands, such as transfer of technology (ToT) to India and co-

production of equipment in India. It also raises two major issues concerning the 

Japanese interest in pursuing its defence cooperation with India. Firstly, though India 

and Japan are steadfastly cooperating over several matters, the latter sees India’s close 

military ties with Russia as a major impediment in co-development of defence 

equipment. Japan fear the transfer of technology to India will expose its technological 

capability to Russia.  
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Secondly, given India’s complex defence acquisition policy, Tokyo feel that it will be 

difficult for it to compete with other Foreign Original Equipment Manufacturers 

(OEMs) who have already found a place in the Indian defence sector. Japan's failed 

bid to secure the Australian submarine programme is a classic example of how 

Japanese industry lack international experience when it comes to selling defence 

equipment. India, thus, needs to allay the fear of Japan while working hand-in-hand 

towards addressing the crucial gaps in the bilateral defence cooperation. 

Source: www.wionews.com, 19 September 2017 

 

India-Japan bonhomie might be more China-Centric then you know 

- Abhijit Iyer 

What do we make of Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s visit to New Delhi? On the 

one hand, it followed an oftrepeated pattern in Indian diplomacy: lots of fine-sounding 

statements and little by way of action on the ground. On the other, the language marks 

a significant shift in positions of both countries, which may mark a bright future, but 

which could equally also be dead ends due to structural limitations. That the India-

Japan alignment is ‘natural’ to begin with stretches credibility. Japan’s foreign policy 

positions, be it on nuclear proliferation, regime change, Russia or West Asia, are 

almost diametrically opposite to India’s. The only real glue in this relationship is a 

shared fear of China — now considerably exacerbated due to the scale and nature of 

China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), its ongoing support of regional rogue states like 

North Korea and Pakistan, and most visibly a dramatic increase in Chinese 

assertiveness. 

So what exactly was new this time? 

On the nuclear front, there were two distinct patterns. The first was the harsh 

condemnation of North Korea and its suppliers. And, on the other, an anodyne 

platitude on the entry into force of the India-Japan nuclear deal. What was surprising 

here was the sharpness of the language condemning North Korea. This served Japan’s 

interests by getting India, North Korea’s secondlargest trade partner, to abandon it, 

possibly for good. 

http://www.wionews.com/world/will-modis-make-in-india-programme-benefit-from-japanese-defence-industry-20397
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Reciprocally, Japan agreed to some fairly harsh language condemning Pakistan’s use 

of terrorism as a tool of foreign policy, the refusal to prosecute wanted terrorists and 

its continuing tolerance of terror safe havens. What was included in the statement for 

the first time, however, was language condemning not just North Korea, but also the 

need to hold accountable those who have aided and abetted the country’s nuclear 

programme. This is significant as the blame lies squarely with Pakistan and China. 

This quite possibly heralds the opening of a new diplomatic front. In conversations 

with the non-proliferation community over the years, there was almost constant 

criticism of Chinese proliferation, despite commitments and in clear violation of 

supplier guidelines. Yet, the common private refrain — even among permanent 

members of the UN Security Council — used to be ‘Guys, China is too powerful. We 

have too much trade with them, and we are not going to condemn them openly. We 

will not facilitate or help their cheating. But we can’t stop it either.’ It is too early to 

say, but this could possibly herald an outflanking attack by Japan to enable India’s 

Nuclear Suppliers Group membership, by publicly breaking omertà on China’s nuclear 

cheating and weakening the position of countries trying to block Indian membership. 

On the defence front, for the first time, there was mention of joint ground exercises, a 

significant breakthrough if India decided to host these. While it won’t be the first time 

Japanese troops have been posted abroad, it would certainly mark a high point — 

acclimatising Japan’s notoriously recalcitrant bureaucracy to the fact that India is now 

counted as a friend — effectively institutionalising Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s foreign 

policy preferences. These exercises will be in addition to strengthening the US-Japan-

India Malabar naval engagements. The issue, however, remains as to what exactly 

these exercises will achieve — given that Indian forces are not networked by multiple 

suppliers, while Japan has a seamlessly integrated and heavily networked defence 

force. Like the last Malabar — when fear of espionage prevented full integration of the 

(Centrix) Combined Enterprise Regional Information Exchange networking system, 

and limited the Indian Navy’s situational awareness and ability to exploit each other’s 

sensors —there is now a crying need to move past tactically irrelevant choreographed 

naval ballets into something more substantial. Talk of cooperation on anti-submarine 

warfare, for example, will remain crippled due to the lack of any meaningful 

interoperability. But what was curious was the firstever mention of surveillance in the 

joint statement. This could mark the beginning of cooperation on both information-

sharing and the beefing up of Indian surveillance capabilities. 
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This could include moving ahead with plans to blockade the Malaccas in the event of 

hostilities, both through Japanese cooperation in the development of the new Nicobar 

aero-naval base, as well as the creation of persistent underwater surveillance to keep 

constant tabs on Chinese submarine activity. This visit is positive not so much in 

tangibles but in the potential it holds. So, is this a temporary blip in Indian resolve 

following Dokalam? Or does this herald a permanent shift? If the latter, it begs the 

question: can India overcome its traditional lethargy and shed its image as a talker 

rather than a doer? 

Source: blogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com, 20 September 2017 

 

India needs both Japan, China for growth 

In the present scheme of things, the United States is too broke to provide India with  

capital. The Prime Minister of Japan evidently had a good visit. In recent months, 

there has been a determined effort by Japan and its friends resident in India to bring 

these two Asian giants closer, to close ranks against the third and increasingly assertive 

Asian giant. The Doklam crisis gave Japan a great opportunity to win goodwill in India 

and it seized the opportunity with both hands by becoming one of the two countries 

that openly supported India during the stand-off.  Suddenly editorials and 

commentaries are waxing eloquent about a new strategic relationship to counter 

China. We may be jumping to conclusions a bit too hastily. Many observers relate this 

to extending the date by a month from September 17 to allow a new bidder into the 

fray. This ostensibly is to allow the Japanese combine of Mitsubishi and Kawasaki to 

bid by offering their Soryu-class submarines.  

It is Japan’s largest and first air-independent propulsion submarine. Indian naval 

officers who have been aboard them say it is state of the art. The Soryus are also very 

expensive. But going by the experience of the acquisition of ShinMaywa US-2 

amphibious aircraft for the Indian Navy, it is too premature to believe that this 

relationship will really go beyond statements and self-serving economics. At the very 

last moment, Japan decided that only the US-2 without its weapons and electronic 

suite could be sold, as Japanese laws will not permit it to be exported to India. The 

Soryu-class submarine is a lot more lethal, so unless both countries scale down their 

https://blogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com/et-commentary/india-japan-bonhomie-might-be-more-china-centric-then-you-know/
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legal barriers substantially, this particular “strategic” relationship is not really going 

anywhere. 

The geopolitics and geographies of the two countries are entirely different. A deep sea 

separates Japan and China. Japan is also a treaty ally of the United States and is 

protected by the US’ great military presence. India on the other hand shares a long 

contested border with China and has over a quarter of a million heavily armed troops 

and a huge and modern Air Force deployed against an equally powerful PLA. At many 

places, the forces are eyeball to eyeball. War is a hair trigger away and this is no Kabuki 

play. The big question for India is whether it wants any part in this drama? The scars 

that blight relations between Japan and China are old and deep ones, and even their 

being close economic partners have not erased them. India will do well to skirt away 

from this conflict and focus on serving its own interests. For two countries that so 

distrust each other, Japan and China do a lot of business together. Total trade between 

China and Japan was almost $303 billion in 2015. By contrast, Indo-Japanese bilateral 

trade is a little under $13.5 billion. China imports more from Japan than any other 

country, and many of those goods are indispensable to China’s economic advance — 

high-tech components to fuel its export machine and capital equipment for its 

expanding industries. Since 2000, the total Japanese FDI has been almost $1 trillion, 

of which $122.4 billion was in China. During the same period, the total Japanese FDI 

in India was about $25.7 billion.  

India has a propitious demographic window from now till about 2060, when it must 

transform itself into a modern and prosperous nation. After that the demographic 

situation will start turning adverse, with an ageing population and an increasing 

dependency ratio. So not only is time money, but money is also time. But we need to 

look for credit to build our nation. Right now the only countries with the cash reserves 

to be bankers to India’s plans are China and Japan. China has reserves amounting 

almost $4 trillion and Japan has a little more than $1 trillion. Only they can lead to the 

fruition of many of our plans. The kind of investment India needs to build its 

infrastructure are huge and of a very long-term nature. The private sector is not 

capable of such long-term investments.  It is, therefore, the governments of both 

countries that India needs as economic partners. The kickoff of India’s first high-speed 

railway linking Mumbai and Ahmedabad with Japanese technology and engineering, 

and fully financed by Japan at a low interest rate of just 0.1 per cent, is a typical 

instance of Indian expectations. India, however, is not open to the kind of Chinese 
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high-cost investments made in Sri Lanka and being planned in Pakistan. India will not 

pick up the tab for pump priming Chinese industry. 

India has far too much experience with foreign assistance not to look at gift horses in 

the mouth. Both China and Japan made it big by accessing the US market with their 

competitive advantage. They exported cheap and earned great wealth. India is 

hamstrung with archaic labour laws and a relatively unproductive labour ethos. And it 

hobbles along as a high-cost producer. It cannot become an economy built by trade 

surpluses. It still needs huge infusions of capital to transform it into a middle-class 

society. In the present scheme of things, the United States is too broke to provide India 

with capital. It offers India a “partnership” high on rhetoric and low on substance. 

India needs partners who can put money where their mouths are. For now, only China 

and Japan can provide the economic partnerships India needs. We need not make a 

this-or-that choice. We can offer both of them investment destinations for their huge 

reserves, which at present earn them very little. 

Source: www.deccanchronicle.com, 22 September 2017 

 

China support for North Korea clampdown growing, says US official 

- Patricia Zengerle 

China is making progress in enforcing sanctions imposed on North Korea, a U.S. State 

Department official said on Thursday, and urged skeptical members of Congress not 

to rush to enact new ones before giving Beijing’s efforts a chance to take effect. “We 

are working closely with China to execute this strategy and are clear-eyed in viewing 

the progress - growing, if uneven - that China has made on this front,” State 

Department Assistant Secretary Susan Thornton told a Senate hearing just before 

leaving for China with Secretary of State Rex Tillerson. “We do see Chinese policy 

shifting,” she said, as members of the Senate Banking Committee advocated for 

tougher action to clamp down on Pyongyang’s nuclear and missile development. 

Tensions have been rising on the Korean Peninsula as North Korean leader Kim Jong 

Un and U.S. President Donald Trump exchange war-like threats and insults. 

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/opinion/op-ed/220917/india-needs-both-japan-china-for-growth.html
https://www.reuters.com/journalists/patricia-zengerle
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On Thursday, South Korea said it expects more provocative acts by North Korea next 

month to coincide with the founding of its communist party. Several committee 

members want harsher measures, including secondary sanctions targeting Chinese 

banks and companies doing business with North Korea, and measures to bar oil 

imports. Thornton and the other witness, Treasury Department Under Secretary Sigal 

Mandelker, said Congress should not do anything that could interfere with efforts to 

find a diplomatic solution. “When our hands are tied in different ways, it keeps us from 

being agile in the way that you would want us to be agile,” Mandelker said. Trump 

ordered new sanctions against North Korea last week, including on its shipping and 

trade networks, showing he was giving more time for economic pressures to address 

the crisis after repeated warnings about possible military action. “We are able and have 

the authority to target any company that’s continuing to trade with North Korea in any 

industry,” Mandelker said, when asked about the prospect of cutting off Chinese oil 

exports to North Korea. Several committee members noted that North Korea’s 

economy has grown in recent months, and said China must do more. “The consensus 

in Washington is that China is a partner in this issue. I do not think that that is the 

case,” Republican Senator Tom Cotton said. China’s Commerce Ministry Thursday 

said that, following the latest U.N. sanctions passed on Sept. 12, North Korean firms 

in China and joint ventures in China and overseas would be shut down by 

January.China says it will strictly and fully enforce U.N. resolutions against North 

Korea, but has also repeatedly called for more efforts to be made to get talks restarted 

and for there to be a diplomatic solution, warning war would bring disaster. 

On Friday, the official China Daily said in an editorial the latest sanctions needed time 

before they would begin to bite. “But to ensure that the worst-case outcome does not 

materialize, while further coordinating their stances on the implementation of the UN 

sanctions to make sure they work, Beijing and Washington also need to discuss what 

else they can do to resolve the peninsula crisis peacefully,” it said. 

Source: www.reuters.com, 28 September 2017 

 

 

 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-northkorea-missiles-usa-congress/china-support-for-north-korea-clampdown-growing-u-s-official-idUSKCN1C32J2
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In NY Cayetano defends Duterte strategy in South China Sea 

- Elton Lugay 

Contrary to popular belief, the Duterte administration asserts Philippine sovereignty 

over its claimed territory in the South China Sea but does so in “a more strategic 

manner,” according to Philippine Foreign Affairs Secretary Alan Peter Cayetano. “Just 

because we don’t announce every time that may complain tayo sa China (we have a 

complaint against China), doesn’t mean we’re not doing anything about it,” he said in 

reply to INQUIRER.net’s query during a press conference held September 20 at the 

Philippine Consulate here. Dismissing the premise that the Philippine government 

abandoned its victory at The Hague, Cayetano assured critics that the Duterte 

administration “will protect and fight for the Philippine interest” even as it recognizes 

that “there’s only so much that the government can do.” 

Cayetano is in New York representing President Duterte at the United Nations 72nd 

General Assembly. He is also attending a number of ASEAN and bilateral meetings, 

according to Consul General Theresa Dizon de Vega. He took center stage at a 

scheduled foreign policy address at Asia Society on September 21, interacting with 

former Australia prime minister Kevin Rudd, who is now president of the Asia Society 

Policy Institute, and a largely mainstream audience. 

Gaining ground 

“I understand your question, but it sounds as if we’re not pursuing our claim,” he told 

this reporter.  The question was: What will happen to the Philippine victory in The 

Hague over China’s territorial claim now that the government is no longer challenging 

China? Cayetano insisted: “We continue to challenge all claimants in the South China 

Sea. We continue to assert our rights. If you look at the many papers by scholars, what 

was the purpose of the arbitration award? It’s very important to analyze that no one 

claim, not even the Philippines’, not even the Aquino administration, that territorial 

issues will be covered by the tribunal because the tribunal does not have the authority 

or jurisdiction over the territorial issues.” Cayetano said that the government was 

focusing on the economic gains surrounding the Philippine claim, which tackled three 

issues: the 9-dash line; specific features and the entitlement of features; and how to 

protect such entitlements. 

http://usa.inquirer.net/byline/elton-lugay
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one concrete gain is that Filipinos now have access to fishing grounds where they had 

been turned away, he said. This particular entitlement is in line with the tribunal’s 

ruling that recognized the traditional fishing rights of all claimants, whether Filipino, 

Chinese or Vietnamese. 

Access to Scarborough lagoon 

He pointed out that the lack of access to the lagoon in Scarborough Shoal is not an 

issue because the area has been designated as a marine sanctuary, which means it is a 

no-fishing zone, not only for Filipinos but also for the Chinese and Vietnamese. 

“During the time that we confronted China each and every time in public, what 

happened? We were not able to enforce because the tribunal does not have any 

enforcement mechanisms. The U.S. has told us that they do not get involved in 

territorial disputes so we cannot also rely on them to enforce the decision. So by talking 

to the Chinese by diplomacy, what is happening now? Our fishermen now are allowed 

in the area,” Cayetano said. “You would see that actually the reverse is happening. By 

doing this strategy, we’re actually gaining ground. So kumbaga kung tayong dalawa 

nag-aaway, kaninong bahay ba ‘to or kaninong kotse ba ito (if, let’s say, the two of 

us were fighting over who owns the house or the car), the objective remains the same, 

the stand remains the same. We have had the first bilateral consultative mechanism in 

Beijing. We’re scheduled to have the second and everyone made their claims very 

clear,” he added. 

‘Microphone diplomacy’ 

Describing previous tactics as “microphone diplomacy,” Cayetano asserted that the 

Philippines would lose nothing with the current strategy of quiet diplomacy. “The 

experts have made it clear that yung [the] laws sa [of the] land and laws of the seas 

are different, so just because you don’t keep repeating your claim, you will not lose 

your rights or the other party will not gain their rights. “So what is happening now? 

It’s not a perfect situation pa rin [still]. But everyone is keeping to the features where 

they are already. Some are still building on those features, but everyone is following 

Section 5 of the Declaration of Conduct in the South China Sea, which (is no 

habitation). “And why is that to our advantage? Because Malaysia, Vietnam, China are 

much more equipped and have much more resources to inhabit other places. So if 

there’s a mad rush right now to inhabit the different features, we will be diverting 
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valuable resources that we can use for education, health, infrastructure.” Cayetano 

said the Duterte administration was negotiating for the best possible Code of Conduct 

in the South China Sea by investing some time in building trust among the parties. It 

is also trying to avoid tensions by not dwelling on the tribunal ruling. “If we 

started agad (right away), (is it) legally binding or hindi (not), eh kung sabihin nila 

hindi (what if they say it’s not), then we will be worse off—imagine with the Marawi 

happening, the Korean peninsula crisis. At the same time, we have to look at the South 

China Sea and then meron kang (there is an) ongoing rebellion with the communists 

and you’re trying to manage the peace process with the MILF and MNLF, there’s only 

so much that the government can do,” he said. 

Mixed reactions 

Filipino Americans had mixed reactions to Cayetano’s charm offensive in New York. 

Philanthropist Jerry Sibal seems to agree with the foreign affairs secretary’s message 

from the Philippine president that illegal drugs, rather than the war on drugs, has 

eroded the rule of law in the country. “Sec. Cayetano’s diplomatic Philippine policy 

speech was surprisingly good,” Sibal told INQUIRER.net. “He tackled the current 

important social and political problems that the country is facing with the use of 

animal metaphor (the elephant, the panda and eagle) in addressing these said issues. 

It was cleverly done. His delivery was with subtlety and very diplomatic in approach. 

Given that he is new in the field of foreign services, he exemplifies a young diplomat 

with charisma and sense of humor. These positive characteristics could be an asset for 

him to balance and calm down the political tensions that the Duterte administration 

is facing with other countries like the America, Australia among others.” 

Community leader Juliet Payabyab did not agree. “The use of animals as characters in 

his speech didn’t sit well for me. And the Philippines was not under Mexico for 350 

years. It’s Spain.” September 23, over at the United Nations, Cayetano addressed the 

72nd General Assembly with a nearly half-an-hour speech. His main message: U.N. 

member-states must respect Philippine sovereignty and be wary of “misinformation” 

on the war on drugs. For former public school teacher Melissa Mendoza, who 

witnessed the speech of Cayetano at the U.N., equal access to education is the more 

important issue. “The Philippine government should prioritize financial assistance to 

our targeted population and promote a modern school system in order to achieve 

better education and eventually produce a high quality of education in order to level if 

not to equal the opportunity with progressive countries,” Mendoza argued. 
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Consul General de Vega thinks the critical passages of the secretary’s speech were 

those on counterterrorism and the trafficking of narcotics and human beings. 

“Likewise, our call for the U.N. to place migration issues high on its agenda and 

securing the world from weapons of mass destruction. All those issues in particular 

show both the commitment of President Duterte to millions of ordinary Filipinos and 

to the international community,” Consul General de Vega told INQUIRER.net. 

Source: usa.inquirer.net, 29 September 2017 

 

US carrier Ronald Reagan navigates South China Sea as North Korea 

tensions mount 

Aboard The Uss Ronald Reagan, South China Sea (Reuters) - As the commanders of 

the largest U.S. warship in Asia seek to maintain operational readiness amid 

protracted tensions over North Korea, they find themselves keeping one eye on China, 

too. On Saturday, as F-18 Super Hornet jet fighters roared from the decks of the USS 

Ronald Reagan aircraft carrier during routine drills deep in the South China Sea, two 

Chinese frigates maintained a constant line-of-sight vigil. Officers on the Japanese-

based Reagan described frequent close quarter surveillance from the ships of the 

People’s Liberation Army Navy in international waters. 

Sometimes, they said, Chinese vessels steam in to check out the carrier en route to 

other destinations. Other times, Chinese frigates linger for days within the screen of 

U.S. ships and planes that protect the Reagan - Washington’s only carrier based 

outside America. At times, the carrier crew, to ensure safe passage, will alert their 

uninvited Chinese escorts, should the Reagan sharply alter course, officers said.“We’ve 

had no issues. They’ve been very professional,” said Rear Admiral Marc Dalton, 

commander of the Reagan’s strike group, as well as the larger battle forces of the U.S. 

Seventh Fleet. “We see them on a regular basis,” he said. 

Deployment Strains 

As Dalton spoke, the midnight blue waters beyond the flight decks made for a crowded 

scene, with a U.S. and an allied Japanese destroyer also visible as the Reagan 

maneuvered some 400 nautical miles (748 kilometers) from the Chinese coast. It 

provided a window into the strains of increased deployments and exercises by regional 

http://usa.inquirer.net/6991/ny-cayetano-defends-duterte-strategy-south-china-sea
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militaries, in part as they respond to the threat posed by Pyongyang’s pursuit of 

nuclear and missile programs. North Korea has staged an apparent hydrogen bomb 

test and fired two ballistic missiles over Japan in recent weeks. The situation has 

unfolded as U.S. naval chiefs review operations to draw lessons from four significant 

accidents within the U.S. Pacific Fleet this year. A report this month by the U.S. 

Government Accountability Office highlighted a host of training and maintenance 

problems as the navy strove to expand overseas deployments and improve operational 

readiness. Dalton will soon lead the carrier to a port call in Chinese-ruled Hong Kong 

- the first such visit in three years after a stop by another carrier was denied in 2016. 

China, which claims much of the disputed South China Sea, has long objected to U.S. 

military operations off its coasts, even in areas Washington insists are free to 

international passage. 

Dominant Presence 

Routinely carrying between 60-70 aircraft on board, the carrier sends between 80-100 

sorties daily - the core of a dominant U.S. military presence in Asia that analysts 

believe China could still take years to supplant. In recent months, the 100,000-ton 

Reagan has exercised with allied Australian ships as well as Japanese forces. The South 

Korean defense ministry has announced it will exercise with the Reagan strike group 

in October. Rear Admiral Dalton acknowledged the challenges and top-level reviews 

but insisted the task force was long used to keeping itself in full readiness. “As a 

forward deployed force. . . we are already where we need to be to execute our missions 

all the time,” he said. He did not detail any specific North Korean contingencies but 

described Pyongyang’s missile tests and nuclear program as a “growing and 

concerning danger”. “The U.S. has been very clear about leveraging all options in order 

to get North Korea to change its path,” he said. 

Source: www.reuters.com, 30 September 2017 

 

 Middle East and Asia Geopolitics: Shift in Military Alliances? 

A profound shift in geopolitical alliances is occurring which tends to undermine US 

hegemony in the broader Middle East Central Asian region as well as in South 

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-southchinasea-usa-carrier/u-s-carrier-navigates-crowded-waters-as-north-korea-tensions-mount-idUSKCN1C50IH
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Asia. Several of America’s staunchest allies have “changed sides”. Both NATO and the 

Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) are in crisis.  

Turkey and NATO 

NATO is characterized by profound divisions,  largely resulting from Ankara’s 

confrontation with Washington. 

Turkey –which constitutes NATO’s heavyweight– is now fighting US-supported 

Kurdish rebels in northern Syria, –i.e  the US which is member of NATO is supporting 

and financing Kurdish rebels who are fighting a NATO member state. While Turkey 

formally remains a member of NATO –which has an integrated and coordinated air 

defense system–, the Erdogan government has purchased Russia’s S400 air defense 

system which is slated to be used against America’s Kurdish proxies in Northern Syria. 

A NATO member state is now using the air defense system of an enemy of US-NATO 

against US-NATO supported rebels. In turn, Turkey has dispatched troops to Northern 

Syria with a view to eventually annexing part of Syria’s territory. In turn, Moscow and 

Ankara have established an alliance of convenience. 

Israel is a firm supporter of the formation of a Kurdish state in Iraq and Northern 

Syria, which is considered as a stepping stone to the formation of Greater Israel.  Tel 

Aviv is considering the relocation from Israel of more than 200,000 Jewish ethnic 

Kurds to the Kurdistan region of Iraq. 

In turn the bilateral military cooperation agreement between Turkey and Israel is in 

jeopardy. Needless to say these developments have also led to the reinforcement of 

US-Israeli military cooperation including the setting up of a US military base in Israel. 

Meanwhile, Turkey  has established closer links with Iran, which ultimately 

contributes to undermining US-NATO strategies in the broader Middle East. 

The New Middle East 

Washington’s strategy consists in destabilizing and weakening regional economic 

powers in the Middle East including Turkey and Iran. This policy is also accompanied 

by a process of political fragmentation (see map below) 
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Since the Gulf war (1991), the Pentagon has contemplated the creation of a “Free 

Kurdistan” which would include the annexation of  parts of Iraq, Syria and Iran as well 

as Turkey (see US military academy map below).  Under these circumstances, will 

Turkey remain an active member of NATO? 

Qatar and Saudi Arabia 

Saudi Arabia’s economic blockade directed against Qatar has created a rift in 

geopolitical alliances which has served to weaken the US in the Persian Gulf. The Gulf 

Cooperation Council (GCC) is profoundly divided, with the UAE and Bahrain siding 

with Saudi Arabia against Qatar. In turn Qatar has the support of Oman and Kuwait. 

Needless to say, the GCC which until recently was America’s staunchest Middle East 

ally against Iran is in total disarray. 

While the largest US military base in the Middle East is located in Qatar, the Qatari 

government has close links to Iran. Moreover, Tehran came to its rescue in the 

immediate wake of the Saudi blockade. While US Central Command (USCENTCOM) 

has it’s headquarters at a US military base outside Doha, Qatar’s main partner in the 

oil and gas industry including pipelines is Iran. In turn, both Russia and China are 

actively involved in the Qatari oil and gas industry. Iran and Qatar cooperate actively 

in the extraction of  maritime natural gas under a joint Qatar-Iran ownership 

structure. These maritime gas fields are strategic, they constitute the World’s largest 

maritime gas reserves located in the Persian Gulf. 

In other words, while actively cooperating with Iran, Qatar has a military cooperation 

agreement with the US, which in practice is directed against Iran. US Central 

Command based in Qatar is responsible for military operations against enemies 

of  US-NATO including Iran, which happens to be Qatar’s main partner in the oil and 

gas industry. The structure of these cross-cutting alliances is contradictory. Will the 

US Seek regime change in Qatar? Meanwhile, Turkey has established a military base 

in Qatar. These new alignments also have a direct bearing on oil and gas pipeline 

routes. Qatar has abandoned the pipeline route project through Saudi Arabia and 

Jordan (initially sponsored by Turkey) in favor of the Iran based pipeline route out of 

Asuleyeh through Iran, Iraq and Syria, which is supported by Russia. Russia’s 

geopolitical control over gas pipelines going to Europe has been reinforced as a result 

of the Saudi blockade. 
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In turn, Qatar is also slated to integrate the pipeline routes linking Iran to Pakistan 

and China via Iran’s port of Asaluyeh.Pakistan, India and 

the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) Another major shift in geopolitical 

relations has occurred, which has a profound impact on US hegemony in both Central 

and South Asia. 

On June 9, 2017, both India and Pakistan became simultaneously members of 

the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), the Eurasian economic, political and 

mutual security organization largely dominated by China and Russia. Needless to say, 

the membership of India and Pakistan in the SCO affects their military cooperation 

agreements with the US. While the SCO with headquarters in Beijing is not officially a 

“military alliance”, it nonetheless serves as a geopolitical and strategic “counterweight” 

to US-NATO and its allies. In the course of the last few years, the SCO has extended its 

cooperation in military affairs and intelligence. War games were held under the 

auspices of the SCO. With Pakistan and India as full members, the SCO now 

encompasses an extensive region which now comprises approximately half of the 

World’s population. 

SCO Enlargement 

The simultaneous instatement of both countries as full members of the SCO is not only 

symbolic, it marks a historic shift in geopolitical alignments, which has a de facto 

bearing on the structure of economic and military agreements. Moreover, it has also a 

bearing on the inner-conflict between India and Pakistan which dates back to the 

countries’ Independence. Inevitably, this historic shift constitutes a blow against 

Washington, which has defense and trade agreements with both Pakistan and India. 

While India remains firmly aligned with Washington, America’s political stranglehold 

on Pakistan (through military and intelligence agreements) has been weakened as a 

result of Pakistan’s trade and investment deals with China, not to mention the 

accession of both India and Pakistan to the SCO, which favors bilateral relations 

between both countries as well as cooperation with Russia, China and Central Asia at 

the expense of  their historical links with US. In other words, this enlargement of the 

SCO weakens America’s hegemonic ambitions in both South Asia and the broader 

Eurasian region. It also has a bearing on energy pipeline routes, transport corridors, 

borders and mutual security, maritime rights. With the development of Pakistan’s 

bilateral relations with China, since 2007, the US clutch on Pakistan politics — which 

https://www.globalresearch.ca/historic-shift-in-geopolitical-alignments-india-and-pakistan-join-shanghai-cooperation-organization-sco/5601568
https://www.globalresearch.ca/historic-shift-in-geopolitical-alignments-india-and-pakistan-join-shanghai-cooperation-organization-sco/5601568
https://www.globalresearch.ca/historic-shift-in-geopolitical-alignments-india-and-pakistan-join-shanghai-cooperation-organization-sco/5601568


 
 

Page 71 of 78 
 
 

largely relied on America’s military presence as well as Washington’s links to 

Pakistan’s military-intelligence establishment– has indelibly been weakened. 

Pakistan’s full membership of the SCO, its links with China and Iran should contribute 

to reinforcing the powers of the Islamabad government. 

Concluding Remarks 

History tells us that the structure of political alliances is fundamental. What is 

unfolding is a series of contradictory cross-cutting coalitions both “with” the US as 

well “against” the US. We are witnessing shifts in political and military alliances which 

largely contribute to weakening US hegemony in Asia and the Middle East. Is Turkey 

intent upon opting out of NATO? It’s bilateral relationship with Washington is in 

disarray. 

Meanwhile, the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) which constitutes America’s 

staunchest ally in the Middle East is no longer functional. Qatar has not only aligned 

itself with Iran, it is actively cooperating with Russia. 

In turn, America’s bilateral military cooperation agreements with both Pakistan and 

India are also affected following the accession of both countries to the SCO, which 

constitutes a de facto military alliance dominated by China and Russia. 

Source: www.reuters.com, 30 September 2017 

 

 Oil, Gas and Geopolitics: US Hand in Playing the Rohingya Crisis against 

China 

- Whitney Webb 

In recent years, Myanmar (formerly Burma) has only rarely been in the news. The 

quiet treatment owed much to the assumption that the country’s fledgling democracy 

was in “good hands” once the U.S-backed 1991 Nobel Peace Prize winner Aung San 

Suu Kyi gained renewed political prominence after the 2015 elections and assumed the 

office of state counselor a year later. However, the tide of international public opinion 

has been turning sharply against Suu Kyi as human rights activists, the United 

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-southchinasea-usa-carrier/u-s-carrier-navigates-crowded-waters-as-north-korea-tensions-mount-idUSKCN1C50IH
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/whitney-webb
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/nov/24/rohingya-flee-to-bangladesh-to-escape-myanmar-military-strikes
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Nations and several other Nobel laureates have strongly criticized her handling of 

what has now become known as the “Rohingya crisis.” The crisis centers on the plight 

of the Rohingya, a historically persecuted Muslim minority living in Myanmar’s coastal 

Rakhine state (formerly Arakan state). The Rohingya are also stateless, as Myanmar’s 

government has long refused to recognize their centuries-long claim to the region and 

has asserted on several occasions that the Rohingya are not native to Myanmar but 

instead “illegal immigrants” from neighboring Bangladesh. Deprived of citizenship 

and thus of basic rights, their suffering has been compounded by Myanmar’s 

government, which has used the military to violently intimidate the Rohingya and 

force them from their lands. 

This month, in particular, the corporate media — as well as several prominent human 

rights organizations and international bodies, such as the UN — have given 

unprecedented attention to the conflict. Last Monday, for example, Zeid Ra’ad al-

Hussein, the United Nations high commissioner for human rights, accused 

Myanmar of undertaking “a textbook example of ethnic cleansing” and stated that 

Myanmar’s campaign against the Rohingya violated international law. In the first two 

weeks of September, corporate media outlets have reported extensively on the crisis. 

Just last week, CNN published 13 different articles about the Rohingya’s plight. 

Calls have mounted for Suu Kyi, as Myanmar’s leader, to intervene. 

Given the recent flurry of press coverage and the spike in concern among international 

bodies such as the United Nations, one might assume that the ethnic cleansing of the 

Rohingya by Myanmar’s government is a recent phenomenon. However, in reality, the 

conflict itself is nearly a century old and its current escalation did not begin this year, 

but rather in 2011, and has continued to worsen ever since. Furthermore, numerous 

other instances of genocide, such as the Saudis’ destruction of Yemen and 

Israel’s ethnic cleansing of Palestine, are hardly touched by the corporate media or 

mentioned in mainstream political discourse. 

So why the sudden interest in Myanmar? 

Oil and Gas Pipelines 

Like so many other cases of ethnic cleansing, the Rohingya conflict is essentially a 

conflict over resources, namely oil and gas. In 2004, a massive natural gas field, named 

Shwe in honor of the long-time leader of Myanmar’s military junta, was discovered off 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/nov/24/rohingya-flee-to-bangladesh-to-escape-myanmar-military-strikes
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/sep/08/desmond-tutu-condemns-aung-san-suu-kyi-price-of-your-silence-is-too-steep
http://www.cnn.com/2017/09/08/asia/rohingya-myanmar-refugees-drowning/index.html
http://www.mintpressnews.com/disturbing-video-confirms-myanmars-human-rights-abuses-against-rohingya/223678/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/09/myanmar-scorched-earth-campaign-fuels-ethnic-cleansing-of-rohingya-from-rakhine-state/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/11/world/asia/myanmar-rohingya-ethnic-cleansing.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/11/world/asia/myanmar-rohingya-ethnic-cleansing.html
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-41224108
http://edition.cnn.com/2017/09/01/asia/rohingya-bangladesh-myanmar-crisis/index.html
http://edition.cnn.com/specials/asia/rohingya
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/sep/08/desmond-tutu-condemns-aung-san-suu-kyi-price-of-your-silence-is-too-steep
http://www.mintpressnews.com/murder-torture-political-prosecution-extremist-buddhists-sparks-mass-exodus-myanmars-rohingya/198987/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/yemen-air-strike-bomb-kills-140-saudi-arabia-usa-white-house-a7352386.html
http://www.mintpressnews.com/thousands-israelis-take-streets-calling-palestinian-genocide/221168/
http://www.mintpressnews.com/colombian-govt-sells-out-indigenous-peoples-drinking-water-to-western-mining-interests/227780/
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the coast of Myanmar in the Bay of Bengal. In 2008, the China National Petroleum 

Corporation (CNPC) secured the rights to the natural gas and bestowed upon the field 

its honorific name. Construction began a year later on two 1,200 km overland pipelines 

that would cross from Myanmar’s Rakhine state – home of the Rohingya – to the 

Yunnan province of China. 

The pipelines — one carrying gas and the other carrying oil from the Middle East and 

Africa, brought to Myanmar by ship — missed their targeted dates for completion. The 

gas pipeline became operational in 2014 and carries more than 12 billion cubic meters 

of natural gas per year to China. The oil pipeline has proven more difficult to construct 

and is set to be completed later this year. Once completed, it will allow China easier 

access to oil from the Middle East and Africa and will reduce the transport time of such 

oil by as much as 30 percent. 

Beyond the obvious boon of having increased and easier access to oil, the Shwe oil 

pipeline is of critical strategic importance to Chinese geopolitical interests. Currently, 

80 percent of China’s imported oil passes through the straits of Malacca and disputed 

parts of the South China Sea. This current route would leave China vulnerable to a 

potential energy blockade imposed by the 6th Fleet of the U.S. Navy, were hostilities 

to arise between the two rival nations. Once the Shwe oil pipeline became operational, 

the Chinese would no longer have to worry about the possibility of the U.S. imposing 

a blockade on the vast majority of Chinese oil imports, a critical advantage for China 

during a period of rapidly decaying Sino-U.S. relations. 

Since construction began, protests against the pipelines in Rakhine state and other 

areas of Myanmar have been constant. Residents of Rakhine state, in particular, have 

complained to the government and to CNPC on numerous occasions that the project 

had polluted rivers, destroyed private property and decimated the livelihood of local 

fishermen. In addition, many of the owners of properties expropriated for the project 

were not compensated by CNPC as promised, further stoking anti-pipeline 

demonstrations and unrest. Protesters have also repeatedly called for CNPC to supply 

the surrounding area with electricity, a basic utility still lacking there, and to offer 

more job opportunities for local workers. 

The Myanmar government is a major stakeholder in the pipeline, as it owns a major 

stake in the Shwe field’s production of natural gas and is set to earn $7 million per year 

in annual right-of-way fees for the pipelines once both are completed. Given that 

https://ejatlas.org/print/shwe-gas-field-and-pipeline
https://ejatlas.org/print/shwe-gas-field-and-pipeline
https://www.forbes.com/sites/ericrmeyer/2015/02/09/oil-and-gas-china-takes-a-shortcut/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/ericrmeyer/2015/02/09/oil-and-gas-china-takes-a-shortcut/
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/pipeline-04182013175129.html
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public opposition forced Myanmar to suspend China’s Myitsone Dam project in 

Kachin state in 2011, the government is acutely aware that unchecked local resistance 

to the pipelines could potentially deprive it of millions of dollars in annual revenue. 

Thus, Myanmar’s military has been ardently pursuing the Rohingya, citing vengeance 

for periodic attacks launched by regional insurgents as a pretext for the violence that 

has forced hundreds of thousands from their homes. 

The “Rohingya insurgency” in Rakhine state is hardly the organic, local response to 

long-standing state suppression it claims to be. The group, now known as the Arakan 

Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA) and formerly known as Harakah al-Yakin, is led 

by Ataullah abu Ammar Junjuni, a Pakistani national who worked as a Wahhabi imam 

in Saudi Arabia prior to arriving in Myanmar. According to a Reuters report from last 

year, the group is financed by both Pakistan and Saudi Arabia — and “a committee of 

20 senior Rohingya emigres,” headquartered in Mecca, “oversees” the group. 

ARSA is directly responsible for both last year’s and the current crackdown on 

Rohingya civilians and communities, as its attacks on Myanmar military installations 

and bases have precipitated the military’s violent response. ARSA has also 

targeted Buddhist civilians in Rakhine state, fomenting support among extremist 

Buddhists elsewhere in the country for the continued persecution of the Rohingya. 

ARSA is also likely to have no shortage of recruits, as Saudi Arabia is spending over a 

billion dollars to construct 560 Wahhabi mosques in nearby Bangladesh, the nation 

where most Rohingya have fled to escape the violence. Despite this, international 

corporate media outlets such as CNN and Al Jazeera have published sympathetic 

portrayals of the Wahhabist insurgency, asserting that the group “is not a terrorist 

group aimed at striking at the heart of Myanmar society as the government claims it 

is” but rather “a group of hopeless men” working to protect their people. However, 

Myanmar’s Muslim organizations have overwhelmingly condemned ARSA for its 

tactics and extremist views. The parallels to the corporate media coverage of Saudi-

funded Syrian “rebels” are obvious. What does Saudi Arabia stand to gain from 

funding and driving the Rohingya conflict? A large crisis in Rakhine state, particularly 

one that has gained the attention of the UN, has the potential to derail the completion 

of the Shwe oil pipeline to China, which is set to begin functioning later this year. 

Preventing this pipeline from being built might directly benefit Saudi Arabia to some 

extent, but would be far more profoundly beneficial to a major ally of the Saudis, the 

United States. Another U.S./Saudi ally, Israel, also stands to profit as a significant 

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/01/world/asia/myanmar-suspends-construction-of-controversial-dam.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/sep/11/un-myanmars-treatment-of-rohingya-textbook-example-of-ethnic-cleansing
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-rohingya/at-least-71-killed-in-myanmar-as-rohingya-insurgents-stage-major-attack-idUSKCN1B507K
http://www.atimes.com/article/rohingya-insurgency-declares-open-war-myanmar/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-rohingya/myanmars-rohingya-insurgency-has-links-to-saudi-pakistan-report-idUSKBN1450Y7
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-rohingya/at-least-71-killed-in-myanmar-as-rohingya-insurgents-stage-major-attack-idUSKCN1B507K
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/mob-kills-four-arakanese-amid-ongoing-rakhine-violence.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/mob-kills-four-arakanese-amid-ongoing-rakhine-violence.html
https://international.la-croix.com/news/how-saudi-arabia-exports-wahhabism/5095
https://international.la-croix.com/news/how-saudi-arabia-exports-wahhabism/5095
http://edition.cnn.com/2017/09/12/asia/arsa-rohingya-militants-who-are-they/index.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/09/myanmar-arakan-rohingya-salvation-army-170912060700394.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-muslim-organizations-condemn-arsa-pledge-collaboration.html
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supplier of weapons to the Myanmar regime, a role that has continued unimpeded 

despite the conflict. 

U.S.’ noncommittal response a product of its long-game cynicism 

While China’s tacit support of Myanmar’s response to the Rohingya crisis was 

expected given its clear economic and strategic interests in the nation, some reports 

expressed surprise that the U.S. — the reputed, if selective, global “defender” of human 

rights — was “wary of involvement” in the conflict despite the outrage expressed by the 

UN and the corporate media. According to the Associated Press, the U.S. is concerned 

its involvement could “undermine the Asian country’s democratic leader,” Aung San 

Suu Kyi, whose rule is largely a product of Western funding. U.S. interest in Myanmar 

is hardly new, as the U.S. government, along with various U.S. nongovernmental 

organizations, have spent millions on “democracy promotion” — specifically on 

funding the National League for Democracy (NLD) led by Suu Kyi. In 2003, a 

document titled “Burma: Time for Change” by the Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) 

noted that the NLD, and its leader, “cannot survive in Burma [Myanmar] without the 

help of the United States and the international community.” 

In the years since, the U.S. government has spent hundreds of millions of dollars in 

order to cultivate “democratic institutions” and spur “economic development” in order 

to push for a new form of government in Myanmar. Between 2012 and 2014, the 

Obama administration gave $375 million to Myanmar for such efforts. 

Furthermore, in 2015, the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) 

was the “leading donor” in Myanmar’s 2015 election, which saw Suu Kyi and her party 

claim decisive victories. It also funded the creation of Myanmar’s entire voter database 

that year and the use of all technology used in the election and subsequent elections. 

Ultimately, over $18 million was spent on the election by USAID. 

In addition, several nongovernmental organizations, often funded by controversial 

U.S.-Hungarian billionaire George Soros, have been involved in Myanmar “democracy 

promotion.” Two such examples are the London-based Prospect Burma and the CFR 

umbrella group known as the Burma Task Force, which has taken up the Rohingya’s 

plight as its flagship issue since 2013. Soros’ Open Society Foundations have also been 

involved in Myanmar for some time, specifically in attempting to pressure Indian 

shareholders of the Shwe natural gas pipeline into abandoning the project. Suu Kyi’s 

http://www.mintpressnews.com/israel-arming-myanmar-amid-ongoing-massacre-rohingya/231588/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-rohingya/u-n-seeks-massive-help-for-rohingya-fleeing-myanmar-ethnic-cleansing-idUSKCN1BP0E5
http://www.apnewsarchive.com/2017/Don-t-expect-the-United-States-to-step-in-and-resolve-what-is-increasingly-being-describing-as-an-ethnic-cleansing-campaign-against-Myanmar-s-downtrodden-Rohingya-Muslims/id-36f02c58f5bd44e0830ce2e74a3b7456
https://landdestroyer.blogspot.cl/2011/11/burmese-pro-democracy-movement-creation.html
https://www.cfr.org/report/burma-time-change
http://www.nbr.org/publications/element.aspx?id=86
http://www.nbr.org/publications/element.aspx?id=86
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2014/11/13/fact-sheet-us-assistance-burma
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2014/11/13/fact-sheet-us-assistance-burma
https://www.usaid.gov/burma
https://sputniknews.com/analysis/201709051057098493-myanmar-rohingya-energy-china-soros/
http://www.prospectburma.org/images/stories/Annual_Report_and_Financial_Statement_2009-10.pdf
https://www.cfr.org/report/burma-time-change
https://www.burmamuslims.org/content/about-us
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/events/shwe-gas-pipeline-project-implications-india-and-burma
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/events/shwe-gas-pipeline-project-implications-india-and-burma
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election marked a reversal for Myanmar in several ways, particularly economically. 

While Suu Kyi’s predecessors had favored investment from China and South Korea, 

Suu Kyi’s rise to power has seen increased U.S. investment in Myanmar, partly because 

the U.S. waited to remove sanctions against the country until she became the nation’s 

leader. Soon after her election, U.S. investment increased precipitously and 

is expected to double its current level by 2020. As of last month, U.S. companies had 

invested $250 million in Myanmar following Suu Kyi’s assumption of power. 

However, this new surge in investment is not as new for U.S. oil and gas companies, 

who have been allowed to invest in Myanmar, despite U.S. sanctions, since 2012. The 

Obama administration made the exception due to the fear that the U.S. “would lose 

out to foreign competitors” before sanctions were fully lifted, a clear allusion to the 

Chinese and South Korean companies which had claimed large swaths of the Shwe gas 

field a year prior. However, Suu Kyi’s rise to prominence led to more lucrative 

contracts for U.S. and Western companies, particularly Shell Oil and ConocoPhillips. 

While the uptick in U.S. corporate investment and U.S. ties is unsurprising given the 

U.S.’ own massive investment in Suu Kyi and her political party, the U.S. is less than 

pleased with Suu Kyi’s tenure thus far. As The New York Times recently noted, Suu Kyi 

has maintained and even strengthened her nation’s ties with China, failing to favor the 

U.S. interests responsible for her rise to power. 

For instance, Suu Kyi has visited Beijing twice since becoming Myanmar’s leader yet 

has rejected an invitation to a conference organized by U.S. Secretary of State Rex 

Tillerson. She has expressed her feelings that China “will do everything possible to 

promote our peace process,” referring to China’s eagerness to end sectarian fighting in 

Rakhine State and other area of Burma. There are also suggestions that the Chinese 

are seeking to develop a naval base in the port city of Kyaukpyu, something the U.S. 

desperately wants to avoid. Min Zin, executive director of the Institute for Strategy and 

Policy in Myanmar, told the Times that “As the United States recedes, Aung San Suu 

Kyi is relying more and more on China in Myanmar and on the international stage.” 

Suu Kyi’s decision to keep China close is similar to the stance taken by 

Filipino President Rodrigo Duterte, who has fought to diminish the U.S.’ historically 

strong influence in his country and forge closer ties to both China and Russia. 

Interestingly, following the strengthening of ties between these two nations and China, 

Myanmar and the Philippines became the only Southeast Asian nations forced to battle 

against Saudi-funded Wahhabist insurgencies — ARSA in Myanmar and Daesh (ISIS) 

http://edition.cnn.com/2016/09/13/politics/aung-san-suu-kyi-myanmar-sanctions-white-house/index.html
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/detail/Economy/30323104
http://www.cbc.ca/news/world/u-s-to-allow-investment-in-burma-oil-gas-1.1253534
http://www.mintpressnews.com/shell-parented-myanmar-risk-posed-rohingya-violence/231958/
https://www.mmtimes.com/business/14265-conocophillips-and-statoil-sign-deal-for-deepwater-block.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/19/world/asia/myanmar-china-us-diplomacy-trump.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/19/world/asia/myanmar-china-us-diplomacy-trump.html
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in the Philippines. Duterte has implicitly blamed the U.S. for the rise of Daesh in his 

country. 

The rise of both Wahhabist groups has offered a convenient excuse for the U.S. to boost 

its military presence in both nations. In Myanmar, the U.S. State Department in late 

June removed Myanmar from its list of nations using child soldiers, despite having no 

valid reason for doing so, as Myanmar continues that odious practice.  The move — 

which conveniently ended the U.S.’ prohibition on providing U.S. military aid, training 

and U.S.-made weapons to Myanmar — was carried out over the objections of experts 

in the State Department’s Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor, which 

typically shapes U.S. policy on the issue. 

The U.S. is set to further expand its direct military ties with the nation by way of an 

amendment hidden within the 2017 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA). If 

passed, the NDAA would allow for the full normalization of ties between the militaries 

of the U.S. and Myanmar, and would enable the U.S. to provide the same level of 

technical and logistical assistance as well as training it currently provides in the 

Philippines. It would also open the path for the U.S. to establish a military base, which 

would definitively end Chinese hopes for its own naval base in Myanmar. Meanwhile, 

Israel, a strong ally of the United States, has continuously been selling arms to 

Myanmar’s military. 

Playing both sides: a high-stakes geopolitical protection racket 

In the context of the Rohingya crisis, the U.S. is playing both sides of the conflict. On 

one hand, its close ally Saudi Arabia is funding and fomenting the insurgency 

responsible for the worst recent escalation of the crisis, while the U.S. corporate media 

paints this insurgency as “freedom fighters” and focuses public attention on the issue 

at a critical time. On the other hand, the U.S. is offering Myanmar deeper military 

cooperation to help combat the very insurgency problem it is helping to create, while 

also offering increased U.S. corporate investment in Myanmar’s economy. With calls 

for Suu Kyi to take drastic action to address the issue growing by the day, the U.S. has 

the ability to force her hand, both covertly and overtly. If the crisis continues to worsen, 

the possibility that Suu Kyi will request U.S. military assistance to combat an outbreak 

of “terrorism” will grow. Such an outcome would greatly benefit the U.S., which would 

gain a new military foothold in another Chinese border nation and also secure 

Myanmar’s oil and gas riches for itself. 

http://www.mintpressnews.com/philippine-president-duterte-fears-cia-assassination-blames-u-s-isis-presence/228179/
http://www.mintpressnews.com/a-u-s-led-military-coup-could-be-brewing-in-the-philippines-to-oust-duterte/228838/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/06/26/us-return-burma-iraq-child-soldier-list
https://www.burmalink.org/burmamyanmar-civil-society-urges-us-congress-not-deepen-military-military-ties/
https://www.cfr.org/blog/united-states-really-going-expand-military-cooperation-myanmar-now
http://www.mintpressnews.com/israel-arming-myanmar-amid-ongoing-massacre-rohingya/231588/
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U.S. strategic interest in Myanmar is hardly limited to dominating the exploitation of 

the nation’s lucrative oil and gas resources. A large part of the U.S. motivation to wrest 

influence from the Chinese is crucial to its larger regional “China containment” 

strategy — one that seeks to create a united front of U.S. influence surrounding China 

in order to reassert U.S. dominance in the region. This goal was notably expressed by 

former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton who, in a private speech in 2013, stated “we’re 

going to ring China with missile defense. We’re going to put more of our fleet in the 

area.” This policy has been put into practice with Obama’s 2011 “pivot to Asia” — 

resulting in a massive increase in U.S. arms sales to countries neighboring China, as 

well as the proliferation of Saudi-backed insurgents in nations that seek to foster 

closer ties with Beijing, namely the Philippines and Myanmar. 

With so much to be gained in geopolitical goal-realization from a favorable veer in the 

current “crisis,” the U.S. is also acutely aware of what it stands to lose if the chips fall 

the other way. An opening of the Shwe oil pipeline to China would remove 

permanently the U.S.’ capacity to impose a blockade on 80 percent of China’s oil 

supply. Losing this massive strategic advantage would be disastrous for the U.S. were 

a major geopolitical conflict between the two rival powers to develop. With the 

U.S. threatening to remove China from the SWIFT banking system, tensions on the 

Korean peninsula flaring, and China touting a oil/gold/yuan alternative to the 

petrodollar, such a conflict is far from a remote possibility. 

Thus, the U.S. interest in Myanmar is multi-faceted — a sinister union of the U.S.’ ever-

growing demand for fossil fuels and its ruthless push to reassert political dominance 

in Asia at China’s expense. As with other recent U.S.-led efforts to control globally 

strategic hydrocarbon flows, the cloak is a Saudi-funded insurgency that has sparked 

and continues to foment a brutal crackdown against a disadvantaged minority group. 

The goal is simple: to force Myanmar to choose between either the United States or 

China as a “strategic partner.” 

Ultimately, the Rohingya are the latest pawns of the United States’ desperate attempts 

to cling to global dominance under the guise of “humanitarianism.” If U.S. interests 

are successful and oust the Chinese, the Rohingya will continue to suffer all the same. 

The only difference will be that their tormentors will answer to different masters. 

Source: www.globalresearch.ca, 20 September 2017 
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