
 

 

Inside this Brief 

 

➢ Maritime Security………………………………p.6 

➢ Maritime Forces………………………………..p.13 

➢ Shipping, Ports and Ocean Economy.….p.21 

➢ Marine Enviornment………………………...p.35 

➢ Geopolitics……………………………………....p.46 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editorial Team  

Captain (Dr.) Gurpreet S Khurana 

Ms. Richa Klair 

Address 

National Maritime Foundation 

Varuna Complex, NH- 8 

Airport Road 

New Delhi-110 010, India 

Email:maritimeindia@gmail.com 

Acknowledgement: ‘Making Waves’ is a compilation of maritime news and news analyses 

drawn from national and international online sources. Drawn directly from original sources, 

minor editorial amendments are made by specialists on maritime affairs. It is intended for 

academic research, and not for commercial use. NMF expresses its gratitude to all sources 

of information, which are cited in this publication. 

mailto:maritimeindia@gmail.com


Page 2 of 64 
 

 

Navy, NIMASA sign MoU on maritime security  

India’s Responsibility towards Somalia and Maritime Security 

 FG approves new maritime security infrastructure initiative 

Ghana Navy committed to ensuring maritime safety’  

Pakistan Maritime Security Agency apprehends 23 Indian fishermen, four 

boats off Gujarat coast 

IMO to address maritime security challenges in Africa 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 3 of 64 
 

 

Indian Navy Expected to Push for Second Aircraft Carrier Funding 

India, US and Japan plan major joint naval exercise in July 

China launches second aircraft carrier that is first built at home  

Indian Navy considering alternative options for submarine procurement 

Final trials of BrahMos in Pokhran soon 

Coast Guard expands fleet to strengthen security in WB 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 4 of 64 
 

 

Major Indian state ports outperform private sector 

Banks Shoulder the Risk to Ship Operators when Retrofitting Carbon 

Reducing Technology in Vessels  

BIMCO: Container shipping sees better supply-demand balance 

Cruise ship industry contributes $3.2 billion to the Canadian economy in 

2016 

Blue Economy: A Catalyst for India’s ‘Neighbourhood First Policy’ 

Adani Ports: Opening the door to India  

India’s Planned Investment in Sri Lanka’s Trincomalee Port Gets a Push  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 5 of 64 
 

 

Marine Animals Are Drowning in Plastic – Urge Congress to Act Against 

Pollution 

Marine animal carcasses found on Mumbai's beaches raise alarm 

‘Time to end dumping of nuclear, toxic waste at sea’ 

Extreme Arctic Melt Is Raising Sea Level Rise Threat; New Estimate 

Nearly Twice IPCC's 

Vicious cycle: Your clothes pollute the ocean. Here’s how. 

Ireland should ban Microbeads, says top Marine Biologist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARINE ENVIRONMENT 



Page 6 of 64 
 

 

 

Donald Trump administration must help India strengthen its military, 

says US expert 

‘Forget aircraft carriers, focus on economy’, Chinese media mocks India  

India, US can do a lot together in Southeast Asia: Magsamen 

Former Pentagon official says India "biggest strategic opportunity" for the 

US 

Pivot, Rebalance, Et Cetera: What Next? The Future of US Engagement in 

Asia 

Australian Prime Minister’s visit to India: An Assessment in the Maritime 

Context 

ASEAN nations nudge closer to South China Sea code of conduct  

China's Newest Aircraft Carrier Should Worry India 

 China’s 12th National People’s Congress (NPC) 2017: matters ‘Maritime’ 

and ‘One Belt One Road’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GEOPOLITICS 



Page 7 of 64 
 

 

 

Navy, NIMASA sign MoU on maritime security  

The Nigerian Navy (NN) and Nigerian Maritime Administration and Safety Agency 

(NIMASA) yesterday signed Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on Strategic 

partnership for the  security of the maritime industry. Signing the MoU at the Nigerian 

Navy Headquarters in Abuja, the Director General, NIMASA, Dr.Dakuku Peterside, 

noted that it is the responsibility of NIMASA to ensure the safety of vessels in the 

Nigerian maritime sector but lacked the operational capacity to effectively carry out 

the core responsibility. “ We do not have the operational capacity to carry out the 

responsibility, that is why we have partnered with the Nigerian Navy. With this 

partnership, we have reduced maritime crime, vessels are more confident to call at 

Nigerian ports because we are working with the Nigerian Navy,” he said. 

The NN and NIMASA on April 12, 2007, signed the first MOU for Maritime security. 

Source: thenationonlineng.net, 20 April 2017 

 

India’s Responsibility towards Somalia and Maritime Security 

The recent string of pirate attacks off Somalia signals resurgence of this menace to 

international shipping and trade. Even as the presence of Indian Navy in these waters 

helped mitigate some of the attacks, it is imperative for India to take lead and actively 

engage all the responsible stakeholders to direct international efforts in tackling the 

root causes of this threat to international maritime security.  

Over 700 attacks took place during the previous spell of pirate attacks off Somalia and 

Western Indian Ocean spanning 2008-2011 with about 750 persons held hostage in 

2011, the peak year of piracy. The World Bank had estimated that the cost to global 

economy due to Somali piracy as $18 billion annually. Delays in shipping, ransoms to 

pirates, insurance premiums, changes in trade routes, installation of security 

measures onboard ships etc. contributed to this cost. 

http://thenationonlineng.net/navy-nimasa-sign-mou-maritime-security/
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The mobilisation of international navies of Europe, India etc. aided by United Nations 

resolutions helped mitigate this threat. However, observers have warned last year that 

piracy off Somalia would resurge owing to political instability in Somalia as well as the 

inadequacy of international community in addressing the root cause of this threat.  

Somalis are dependent on fishing for their livelihood. The civil war in the country had 

left no proper authority to safeguard the territorial seas and exclusive economic zone 

(EEZ) resulting in illegal fishing as well as dumping of hazardous waste material by 

foreign entities along Somalia’s coast. The use of dragnets and other banned 

mechanisms to catch fish has also contributed to the decline of fisheries in Somalia’s 

waters.  Calling themselves as “saviors of the sea,” the Somali pirates started attacking 

these fishing trawlers stealing the produce as well as holding the crew for ransom as 

sort of a “tax.” The attacks got extended to commercial shipping vessels as well as 

luxury cruises eventually, with the fishing trawlers buying protection from local 

warlords.  

This ground situation seems to remain unchanged, which is re-fueling resentment 

amongst Somali population leading to the resurgence of pirate attacks. The naval 

forces were able to hot pursuit pirate ships even within the Somalian territorial waters, 

conduct special operations, trial and imprison the pirates in various countries. 

However, the desperate Somali youth unable to find meaningful jobs on land or the 

sea are compelled to resort to piracy again while the lack of proper enforcement 

authority to safeguard Somalia’s territorial and EEZ waters is abetting the breeding 

conditions.  

Somalia had made several requests to the international community to help it combat 

piracy. In addition to contributions from individual countries, the United Nations 

Security Council has passed resolutions establishing United Nations Assistance 

Mission in Somalia with a mandate to stabilise Somalia. Somalia’s transitional federal 

governments as well as autonomous states – Somaliland and Puntland have entered 

into agreements with several firms and private organisations for thwarting piracy, but 

in vain. 

In this situation, it is incumbent upon India to engage all the responsible stakeholders, 

particularly different autonomous administrations in Somalia, to attain the twin 

objectives of combating ongoing piracy attempts as well as build partner capacity 

enabling Somalia safeguard its waters. This should be a specific interest based 
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arrangement to negate any misperception in Somalia against India as influencing its 

domestic politics.  

India is undertaking various measures to combat traditional and non-traditional 

maritime security threats in the Indian Ocean. The Indian Navy and the Indian Coast 

Guard routinely exercises with their counterparts in the Indian Ocean building partner 

capacity enhancing the security of sea lines of communication and safeguarding the 

EEZs. India should also consider building partner capacity of Somalia by re-

organising, training and equipping its coast guard. New Delhi can deploy a long-term 

task force to the region for this purpose. The task force could meet its logistical 

requirements under the Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA) 

with the United States given the close proximity of Djibouti to the troubled region.  

The recent raids by Somali security forces freeing an Indian cargo ship as well as the 

crew taken hostage by the pirates shows the skill, seriousness and ambition on part of 

Somalia to combat piracy. This is a welcoming development for India to actively 

engage relevant agencies to safeguard the maritime global commons.  The Indian Navy 

along with upgraded Somali coast guard could simultaneously thwart pirate attacks as 

well as illegal fishing trawlers and dumping of waste material in Somalia’s waters. 

By apprehending such illegal ships and crews, India can establish trust with Somalia 

and work towards eradicating the social and economic conditions breeding piracy.  

India has growing interests in West Asia and Africa. The European and West Asian 

countries are mired with problems related to illegal migration, civil wars and power 

dynamics. Somalia requires a credible, assuring partner to combat piracy. These 

situations call upon India to make a practical assessment of its intentions and 

capabilities as a responsible power and take initiative in this situation.  

Source: defenceaviationpost.com, 22 April 2017 

 

FG approves new maritime security infrastructure initiative 

The Minister of Transportation, Mr Rotimi Amaechi, on Thursday said the Federal 

Government had approved a new maritime security infrastructure initiative to tackle 

piracy and sea robbery on Nigerian waterways. Amaechi disclosed this at the opening 

http://defenceaviationpost.com/indias-responsibility-towards-somalia-maritime-security/
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ceremony of the 3rd Conference of Association of African Maritime Administrations 

held in Abuja 

He said that government had taken further steps to facilitate shipping activities to 

encourage indigenous ship owners to participate in domestic and international 

shipping trade. “The government has recently approved a new maritime security 

infrastructure initiative to tackle piracy and sea robbery on our waterways. “ In 

addition, government has taken further steps to facilitate shipping activities and trade 

which include; establishment of a dedicated fund, the Cabotage Vessel Financing Fund 

(CVFF) to encourage and enhance capacity of our indigenous ship owners ,“ the 

minister said.  

He also said that government was also willing to implement Marine Pollution 

Convention (MARPOL) to address environmental challenges and to raise the standard 

of Nigerian seafarers to be competitive internationally. The minister, however, 

implored member nations to support the interest of Nigeria to contest the IMO 

Category “C” election to give the continent a respectable voice in the council. Amaechi 

said that what was required to move Africa forward was a concerted and co-operative 

spirit amongst Africans. “It is our expectation that this conference will address how to 

redeem our pride from our policy, retrieve insecurity from our restive waters, fish our 

profit from our seas and sail unwavering to our goals. “We cannot allow our 

international partners to set agenda and champion our maritime cause for us. Africa’s 

seas should contribute to economic and environmental security and improve policies 

for ocean governance. “We own our waters and our resources, so we must lead the way 

and outline our vision. “Nigeria is ever ready to work with our brothers, sisters and 

partners to deepen this cooperation, “ Amaechi said. 

 In a message, the President of the Senate, Sen. Bukola Saraki, said that AAMA was a 

veritable instrument for creating convergence and viability in the practice of maritime 

administration and safety in Africa. Saraki, represented by Sen. Bala Na’allah, said that 

“the National Assembly supports the initiative and hopes that African maritime 

market will very soon have a new lease of life to enable full integration into the world 

best maritime zones’’. “It is my hope that this year’s convention will seek to focus 

attention on finding new ways of curtailing the current abusive exploitation and use of 

African maritime resources. “We must put heads together to tackle the menace of 

pirates within our waters. This we can only do through high sense of collective 

engagement and shared resources, “ he said. The Speaker, House of Representatives, 

Rep. Yakubu Dogara, said that the exploitation of Africa’s vast ocean and resources 
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held the key to economic revival of Nigeria and the continent. Dogara described the 

oceans and seas as “common heritage of mankind’’. “Developed countries have done a 

better job in exploring the oceans and we in the developing countries should do so. 

“Nigeria is potentially a major maritime tower, considering the breadth of the 

exclusive economic zone,“ the speaker said. He said that Nigeria had domesticated 

eight important conventions and protocols on maritime environment towards a clear, 

secured and safe marine environment. Dogara recalled that last week, the House of 

Representatives passed the National Transport Commission (NTC) Bill and pledged to 

speed up passage of many other maritime bills for suppression of piracy. The theme of 

the conference is “Sustainable use of African Oceans and Seas’’. 

Source: www.vanguardngr.com, 20 April 2017 

 

 

Ghana Navy committed to ensuring maritime safety’  

At this year’s three-day Chief of Naval Staff’s Conference (CNSC) at the Busua Beach 

Resort in the Ahanta West District in the Western Region, the Chief of Naval Staff, 

Rear Admiral Peter Kofi Faidoo, said the present-day maritime security challenges 

were diverse and rapidly evolving. “Therefore, any navy which fails to evolve with time 

could soon find itself overtaken by events,” he said.  Rear Admiral Faidoo said it was 

in line with keeping pace with the changing threats that this year’s theme: “Securing 

Ghana Maritime Domain: A Collaborative effort,” was chosen. 

Ghana’s domain 

The challenges in the country’s maritime domain, he said, included piracy, maritime 

terrorism, drug trafficking, trafficking in small arms and light weapons, armed robbery 

and human trafficking. He said overcoming the identified threats would be greatly 

influenced by how effective the Ghana Navy worked with other maritime stakeholders 

within the country and the sub-region. “No single entity or country can on its own 

achieve the desired security of its domain without collaboration and cooperation with 

relevant partners, allies and stakeholders,” he pointed out. In such collaborations, he 

said, the Ghana Navy would step up its efforts to build ties with other maritime 

stakeholders within the country’s domain. The stakeholders, he said, included the 

Marine Unit of the Ghana Police Service, Ghana Ports and Harbours Authority, 

Petroleum Commission, Ghana National Gas Company (Ghana Gas), West African Gas 

http://www.vanguardngr.com/2017/04/fg-approves-new-maritime-security-infrastructure-initiative/
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Pipeline Company, the fishermen, Ghana Maritime Authority and other sub-regional 

and global actors. “Ghana’s maritime domain like other littoral countries is broad. It 

includes all areas and things of, on, under, relating to, adjacent to, or bordering on 

ocean or other activities, infrastructure, people, cargo vessels and other conveyances,” 

he said. 

 

Ghana’s domain 

For his part, the host of the conference, the Flag Officer Commanding the Western 

Naval Command, Commodore Osei Kufour, expressed the hope that the deliberations 

would go a long way to enhance its course of ensuring a safe and just maritime domain 

for economic development. The District Coordinating Director of the Ahanta West 

District Assembly, Mr Ernest Odro, commended the efforts of the stakeholders at 

ensuring that all players in the country’s maritime domain worked in harmony. 

Source: www.graphic.com.gh, 21 April 2017 

 

Pakistan Maritime Security Agency apprehends 23 Indian fishermen, 

four boats off Gujarat coast 

 

The Pakistan Maritime Security Agency (PMSA) has apprehended 23 Indian 

fishermen and seized their four boats off the Gujarat coast, according to an official of 

the National Fishworkers' Forum. The fishermen had sailed from Porbandar a few 

days ago and were apprehended by the PMSA near the International Maritime Border 

Line (IMBL), Forum secretary Manish Lodhari told PTI. "We have learnt that at least 

23 fishermen on four boats were apprehended by the PMSA near Jakhau and they were 

being taken to Karachi," Lodhari said. Porbandar-based National Fishworkers' Forum 

(NFF) is the only national federation of small and traditional fishworkers’ unions in 

India. 

On 9 April, four PMSA commandos had drowned while two others were saved by 

Indian fishermen after a boat of the Pakistani agency capsized near the IMBL while 

allegedly trying to capture around 40 fishermen on seven boats in Indian waters. The 

PMSA had later released the captured fishermen. 

http://www.graphic.com.gh/news/general-news/ghana-navy-committed-to-ensuring-maritime-safety.html
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Source: www.firstpost.com, 27 April 2017 

 

IMO to address maritime security challenges in Africa 

 

The International Maritime Organisation (IMO) is to assist the Association of African 

Maritime Administrations (AAMA) to address maritime security challenges. It is also 

to build human capacity to implement, monitor and enforce international maritime 

safety instruments. These were part of the resolutions of a regional conference 

organised by the Nigerian Maritime Administration and Safety Agency (NIMASA) in 

conjunction with the IMO at the 3rd AAMA Conference in Abuja from April 19 to 

April 21. 

According to the communiqué,  the IMO will support, when possible, regular meetings 

of heads of maritime administrations in Africa at frequencies to be determined by the 

association.“To achieve inclusive participation in global trade, countries must have the 

political will to facilitate trade through transparency, simplicity of trade 

documentation and procedures, reduction of bureaucracy and implementation of 

applicable laws. “President Muhammadu Buhari, represented by the Vice President, 

Prof. Yemi Osinbajo, noted that Heads of State and Governments of the African Union 

had resolved to make the maritime sector a major driver for economic 

development.“The vice president affirmed that the Nigerian government recently 

approved a new maritime architectural framework that would effectively make the 

waters of Nigeria free from pirates and also improve international trade.“In addition, 

government will also strengthen defence to protect and safeguard business,’’ the 

communique said. 

It said the African Union Commission had set aside July 25 of every year as Africa’s 

Day of the Seas and Oceans. The communique encouraged maritime administrations 

to institutionalise the day to raise awareness among stakeholders of the strategic 

importance of maritime governance for sustainable development. It stressed the need 

to highlight the important role Africa needs to play at international maritime forum to 

raise awareness on Africa’s “Blue Economy’’. The communique said the focus on 

maritime safety, security, maritime environment protection and human element 

should be enhanced. “Maritime Administrations are urged to devote concerted efforts 

and planning to pursue enhancement of wealth creation, regional and international 

http://www.firstpost.com/india/pakistan-maritime-security-agency-captures-23-indian-fishermen-off-gujarat-coast-3408296.html
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trade performance. “There should be minimisation of environmental damage and 

expedited recovery from catastrophic events, prevention of hostile and criminal acts 

at sea and harmonisation of the prosecution of offenders,’’ it said. The communique 

noted that there should be population protection, including assets and critical 

infrastructure from maritime pollution and prevention of dumping of toxic and 

nuclear wastes. “There should be improvement of Integrated Coastal Zone and Area 

Management in Africa, promotion of ratification, domestication and implementation 

of international instruments. “To address the enormous challenges of building human 

capacities in the maritime sector, especially regarding training and employment of 

cadets, maritime administrations should develop an integrated human resources 

strategy,” it added. The communique explained that said this would support provision 

of skills. “Taking into account gender balance in the entire maritime value chain, which 

included shipping and logistics, offshore activities, fishing, tourism and recreation as 

well as safety and security (Africa’s Integrated Maritime Strategy -AIMS 2050). 

“Governments should provide fiscal incentives to attract vessels to their respective 

ship registry. “Governments should adopt the Port State Measures Agreement and 

consider taking immediate actions to implement and enforce the measures. 

“Governments should strengthen the legal and governance framework for monitoring 

and control of fishing activities on a national and regional basis. “Governments must 

develop measures in addition to FAO guidelines to protect our exclusive economic 

zone and territorial waters from illegal, unlawful unreported fishing by foreign fishing 

trawlers,’’ the communiqué said. 

It urged members to re-enforce regional cooperation and coordination, enhance 

information sharing and regulatory governance, to combat the menace of piracy and 

other maritime crimes. “AAMA is urged to identify and carry out capacity building 

exercises for member nations according to their needs. “Maritime administrations are 

encouraged to facilitate the ratification and adoption of the African Maritime 

Transport Charter and the 2017 Lome Charter. “AAMA has resolved to take the lead in 

the collaboration of maritime agencies and the development of a well-defined national 

and continental strategy. “All maritime administrations in Africa are encouraged to 

attend Africa Day of the Seas and Oceans on July 25, 2017 at Addis Ababa,’’ it said. 

To foster economic co-operation between AAMA members, the communique noted 

that AAMA had agreed to develop and adopt Near-Coastal Trading, Certification and 

Competency Code for mutual recognition of certificates that would reduce contentions 

by Port State Control Inspectors. It urged member administrations to deposit formal 

instruments with the secretariat of AAMA to complete their membership formalities. 
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According to the communiqué, AAMA has formally approved the African Maritime 

Awards starting from Egypt 2018 to recognise and honour outstanding Africans. 

“NIMASA has been elected Chairman of AAMA with an 11-member executive 

committee comprising representatives of Central Africa (Cameroun and Cape Verde), 

West Africa (Cote D’Ivoire and Ghana) and East Africa (Tanzania and Comoros). 

Others are Southern Africa (Mozambique and South Africa), North Africa (Egypt and 

Sudan) and Uganda representing land-locked countries. The theme of the conference 

was “Sustainable Use of Africa’s Oceans and Seas’’. The representatives of the 

following member states attended the conference – Mauritania, South Sudan, 

Cameroon, Ethiopia, Mozambique, Sao Tome & Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, 

Seychelles, Somalia and South Africa. Others were Tanzania, Togo, Uganda, Ghana, 

Cote D’Ivoire, Comoros, Cape Verde, Djibouti, Benin, Democratic Republic of Congo, 

Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Liberia, Kenya, Guinea, Libya and Nigeria. 

Other countries that attended were Jamaica, Netherlands and Malaysia. Also in 

attendance were representatives of Abuja Memorandum of Understanding (Abuja 

MoU), Port Management Association of West and Central Africa, Ship Owners 

Association of Nigeria, Nigerian Ports Authority and Nigerian Shippers Council. 

Others were Nigerian Institute of Transport Technology, National Inland Waterways 

Authority and Food and Agricultural Organisation. 

Source: www.nigeriatoday.ng, 24 April 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nigeriatoday.ng/2017/04/imo-to-address-maritime-security-challenges-in-africa/
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Indian Navy Expected to Push for Second Aircraft Carrier Funding 

New Delhi (Sputnik) – The Navy is said to be willing to submit a re-prioritized 

procurement plan to the government to make funds available for the second aircraft 

carrier. This could mean holding back on other big-ticket purchases in favor of the 

carrier. 

"There is a lot of positivity, both from the government side as well as the 

Navy. I am sure within two-to-three months; we should be able to take it up, 

second aircraft carrier plan, with the ministry to get the funds. It is a very 

big-ticket item, it will have to be at the expense of things, we need to take 

these calls before we can go about doing it," Controller of Warship 

Production and Acquisition, Vice Admiral DM Deshpande said. 

Indian armed forces are managing procurement at low-level budgetary allocations 

against the projected demand for the services. “The budgetary allocations for capital 

acquisition have declined for the three services not only since 2015-16. Similarly, 

against a projection of $21.96 billion for the capital budget in 2017-18, only $13 billion 

have been allocated from annual budget 2017-18 for various Services (Army, Navy, 

Joint staff, Air force, DGOF, R&D and DGQA). This decline in the allocation for the 

capital acquisition will definitely affect several procurement proposals and contracts 

which are to be finalized in 2017-18,” observed a parliamentary panel report 

on defense. The procurement plan for capital modernization schemes may have to be 

reviewed and re-prioritized based on available funds, sources in the Defense Ministry 

said. Indian Navy has set a target to finalize the deal worth $9 billion deal including 

minesweepers vessels, Landing Platform Dock by end of this year while it has recently 

signed a deal worth $2 billion for Barak 8 missile from Israel. The Navy will 

commission the country’s first indigenous 40,000-ton aircraft carrier Vikrant, 

currently being constructed at Kochi, by end-2018. The project has been delayed 

for many years and it revised the estimated cost to $2.9 billion. After decommissioning 

of aircraft carrier Virat, the Indian Navy is dependent on the recently acquired INS 

Vikramaditya (the former Admiral Gorshkov of the Russian Navy). 

Source: sputniknews.com, 19 April 2017 

https://sputniknews.com/asia/201704191052781696-indian-navy-aircraft-carrier/
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India, US and Japan plan major joint naval exercise in July 

-Rahul Singh 

India and the US are all set to conduct naval exercise Malabar in the Bay of Bengal in 

July, the first major military drill after Donald Trump took over as President. Japan’s 

Maritime Self-Defense Force will also participate in the naval drill that will be bigger 

and more complex than all previous editions. Indian Navy sources said a planning 

conference would be held soon in the US to firm up the dates and warships that will 

take part in the exercise. This will be followed by a final planning conference in India 

where the scenarios to be simulated during the exercise to boost the abilities of the 

participating navies for joint operations will be finalised. China has been suspicious of 

the trilateral engagement and has even lodged protests over Japan’s participation. 

Beijing is expected to closely monitor the exercise at a time when the Chinese navy is 

expanding its footprint in the Indian Ocean region. 

An Indian Navy officer said the drills could see the participation of aircraft carriers, 

nuclear-powered submarines and frontline warships. He said the P-8I and the P-8A 

‘submarine hunter’ planes of the Indian and US navies would also be involved in the 

drills, simulating anti-submarine warfare missions.  

Source: www.hindustantimes.com, 24 April 2017 

 

China launches second aircraft carrier that is first built at home  

China has launched its first domestically built aircraft carrier, which will join an 

existing one bought secondhand from Ukraine, amid rising tensions over North Korea 

and worries about Beijing’s assertiveness in the South China Sea. The 50,000-ton 

carrier was towed from its dockyard just after 9 am on Wednesday after a ceremony in 

the northern port city of Dalian, where its predecessor, the Soviet-built Liaoning, also 

underwent extensive refurbishing before being commissioned in 2012, the Ministry of 

National Defence said. Development of the new carrier began in 2013 and construction 

in late 2015. It is expected to be formally commissioned before 2020, after sea trials 

and the arrival of its full air complement. 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/india-us-japan-to-hold-major-naval-exercise-in-july-has-china-worried/story-6UOsuuFpfIuDiMBXKzm0sL.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/south-china-sea
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Like the 60,000-ton Liaoning, the new carrier is based on the Soviet Kuznetsov class 

design, with a ski jump-style deck for taking off and a conventional oil-fuelled steam 

turbine power plant. That limits the weight of payloads its planes can carry, its speed 

and the amount of time it can spend at sea relative to American nuclear-powered 

carriers. The main hull of the new carrier has been completed and its power supply put 

into place. Next up are mooring tests and the debugging of its electronic systems, the 

ministry said. 

China is believed to be planning to build at least two and possibly up to four additional 

carriers, with one of them, the Type 002, reported to be under construction at a 

shipyard outside Shanghai. They are expected to be closer in size to the US navy’s 

nuclear-powered 100,000-ton Nimitz-class ships, with flat flight decks and catapults 

to allow planes to launch with more bombs and fuel aboard. 

Along with their role in protecting China’s maritime interests, Chinese naval 

strategists see the carrier programme as being “about having naval power 

commensurate with China’s international status, to impress both external and 

domestic audiences,” said Michael Chase, an expert on the Chinese military at US 

thinktank the Rand Corporation. “[The new carrier] is likely to be seen as further 

evidence of China’s desire to become the most powerful and influential country in the 

region,” Chase said. That would be especially worrying to Indian security analysts who 

were already concerned about Beijing’s ambitions in the Indian Ocean, he said. India, 

along with Japan and Taiwan, which also viewed Chinese carriers as threats, would 

probably respond by building additional submarines and anti-ship missiles, said Ian 

Easton, a research fellow at the Project 2049 Institute in Arlington, Virginia. “[China’s] 

expansionist behaviour in the South China Sea and its aggressive efforts to undermine 

the security of Taiwan and Japan, in particular, have translated into a situation where 

few countries now trust that Beijing has benign motives,” he said. 

China claims Taiwan as its territory to be brought under control by force if necessary, 

and was seen as displaying that threat when it sailed the Liaoning through the Taiwan 

Strait earlier this year. The new carrier is part of an ambitious expansion of the Chinese 

navy, which is projected to have between 265 and 273 warships, submarines and 

logistics vessels by 2020, according to the Washington DC-based Center for Naval 

Analyses. That compares with 275 deployable battle force ships presently in the US 

navy, China’s primary rival in the Asia Pacific. The US operates 10 aircraft carriers, has 

62 destroyers to China’s 32, and 75 submarines to China’s 68. The US navy has 

323,000 personnel to China’s 235,000. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/china
https://www.theguardian.com/world/asia-pacific
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China has offered little information about the roles it expects its carriers to play, 

although its planning appears to be evolving as it gains more experience.  The Liaoning 

was initially touted mainly as an experimental and training platform, but in December 

was declared to be combat-ready and has taken part in live-firing exercises in the 

South China Sea, where tensions have risen over China’s construction of manmade 

islands complete with airstrips and military structures. 

Source: www.theguardian.com, 26 April 2017 

 

Indian Navy considering alternative options for submarine procurement 

-Rahul Bedi 

The Indian Navy (IN) is considering alternative options for acquiring six long-delayed 

conventional submarines, as the Ministry of Defence's (MoD's) Strategic Partnership 

(SP) policy has failed to materialise, senior officials said.  

"We need those submarines badly, because our [underwater] force levels are depleted. 

In case the SP model does not go ahead, for whatever reason, then we will have to look 

elsewhere" declared Vice Admiral D M Deshpande, the navy's Controller of Warship 

Production and Acquisition in New Delhi on 18 April. 

Source: www.janes.com, 27 April 2017 

 

Final trials of BrahMos in Pokhran soon 

JODHPUR: BrahMos, the supersonic cruise missile, seems to be picking up speed for 

its final induction in the Indian Air Force (IAF). As per the highly placed official 

sources at BrahMosAerospace, the Indo-Russian joint venture, the air launched 

version of the formidable missile shall be test-fired against a live sea-based target in 

second half of the May followed with a final test-fire against a live land target 

in Pokhran firingrange in Jaisalmer by May last week or June first week. After the 

successful completion of these significant trials, the missile shall finally be ready for 

induction into the IAF . 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/dec/27/chinese-warships-enter-south-china-sea-near-taiwan-in-show-of-force
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/dec/27/chinese-warships-enter-south-china-sea-near-taiwan-in-show-of-force
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/apr/26/china-launches-second-aircraft-carrier-that-is-first-built-at-home
http://www.janes.com/article/69862/indian-navy-considering-alternative-options-for-submarine-procurement
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/the-supersonic-cruise-missile
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Indian-Air-Force
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/BrahMos
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Indo-Russian-joint-venture
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Pokhran-firing
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On April 21, Indian Navy successfully undertook the maiden firing of BrahMos Land 

Attack Supersonic Cruise Missile from Indian Naval Ship Teg, a Guided Missile 

Frigate, on a target on land. Its Anti Ship variant has already been inducted into Indian 

Navy . Majority of the frontline ships of Indian Navy , like the Kolkata, Ranvir and Teg 

classes of ships, are capable of firing this missile. Land Attack variant of BrahMos 

Missile while enhancing the prowess of Indian Navy , provides Indian Naval Ships the 

capability to precisely neutralise selected targets deep inland, far away from coast, 

from stand-off ranges at sea. 

Drop trials of this `fire and forget' missile have been carried out successfully from Su-

30 MKI fighter aircraft earlier while achieving mission parameters regarding the 

release mechanism of launcher in addition to clearance from the aircraft in a copybook 

manner as per the officials. "Further the data with respect to live sea target attack from 

air launched version would first be analysed paving way for the desert test fires of air 

launched version from the fighter aircraft against live land target in Pokaran at the 

most by first half of June", said an official adding that the test fires shall be conducted 

for a range of 300 kms at a speed of 2.8 Mach (almost three times that of sound).The 

release mechanism . of the launcher in addition to the clearance from the aircraft after 

the fire have already been evaluated paving way for the test fire of 2.5-ton BrahMos 

air-to-ground missile from the Sukhoi-30 aircraft. Air version of BrahMos is 500 kgs 

lighter than its Army and Naval versions. 

Earlier on March 11 this year, an enhanced version of the BRAHMOS supersonic cruise 

missile with an Extended Range (ER), much higher range than the current range of 

290 km and a supersonic speed of 2.8 Mach was successfully test fired from the 

Integrated Test Range (ITR) Chandipurat sea in Balasore, off the coast of Odisha. This 

triumph empowered the Indian Armed Forces to knock down enemy targets far 

beyond a range of 400km as per a statement from Dr. Sudhir Mishra, CEO& MD of 

BrahMos Aerospace. BrahMos lends the competence to all three wings of armed forces 

with its impeccable capacity to be launched from air, land, sea and sub-sea against 

deep, well shielded and hidden sea and land targets while evading the enemy air 

defence systems due to its variable trajectory. 

Source: timesofindia.indiatimes.com, 27 April 2017 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/jodhpur/final-trials-of-brahmos-in-pokhran-soon/articleshow/58390652.cms
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Coast Guard expands fleet to strengthen security in WB 

The Indian Coast Guard today commissioned a high speed interceptor boat C-424 at 

the port here to strengthen coastal security in West Bengal.  "The ship will add more 

strength to the Coast Guard's fleet in West Bengal and will patrol the vital Bay of 

Bengal," Inspector General K R Nautiyal, Coast Guard Commander North East, said 

after commissioning the ship at a ceremony at the Coast Guard Jetty here.  With this 

new addition, Coast Guard assets in West Bengal now include three fast patrol vessels, 

four hovercrafts and two interceptor boats, besides a Radar Station and ACV forward 

operating base at Frazerganj, Nautiyal said.  Commanded by Deputy Commandant 

Mudit Kumar Singh, the 27 m long ship, built at L&T Surat, can achieve speed of 45 

knots.  

"Equipped with latest navigational and communication and a 12.7 mm heavy machine 

gun as main armament, the ship is also fitted with night vision and infrared devices 

for day and night surveillance," Nautiyal said.  "The ship will enhance coastal 

surveillance and help in conducting relief operations during disasters in the Bay of 

Bengal," he said.  The Indian Coast Guard has been constantly increasing its footprint 

in West Bengal and Odisha in the last four years, with induction of ships and aircrafts 

to keep the Bengal and Odisha coast safe, Nautiyal added. 

Source: www.dnaindia.com, 25 April 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-coast-guard-expands-fleet-to-strengthen-security-in-wb-2415586
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Major Indian state ports outperform private sector 

According to data released by the Indian Ministry of Shipping, the 12 major ports 

under its control handled a record 647.43 million tonnes of cargo in 2016-17, 

representing an annual growth rate of 6.79%. This means these state-owned ports have 

outperformed their private port counterparts for the second consecutive year, with 

private ports registering a traffic growth rate of 4% over the last financial year. 

The leading port for the year was Kandla, which handled 105.44 million tonnes of 

cargo, 5.39% up over the previous year. This was followed by Paradip, with 88.95 

million tonnes, an impressive growth rate of 16.45%, while Mumbai holds the third 

position with 63.05 million tonnes of cargo handled and growth rate of 3.17%. The 

JNPT, the country’s main container gateway, recorded its highest ever container 

throughput of 4.5 million teu during 2016-17. The port authority owned terminal, 

JNPCT, achieved its highest ever volume of 1.53 million teu during the year, registering 

a growth rate of 7.33%. 

The major ports also recorded their highest ever capacity addition, of 100.37 million 

tonnes, during 2016-17, while efficiency indicators suggest productivity is improving 

steadily. During 2016-17, average turnaround time came down to 3.44 days as against 

3.64 days during last year. 

Source: www.themaritimestandard.com, 16 April 2017 

 

Banks Shoulder the Risk to Ship Operators when Retrofitting Carbon 

Reducing Technology in Vessels  

EUROPE – The European Investment Bank (EIB) and Dutch bank ABN Amro have 

signed an agreement to unlock €150 million in financing, to support the European 

shipping industry's aim to reduce its carbon footprint. Open to both inland shipping 

and seagoing operators, the finance facility will be made available to companies for the 

http://www.themaritimestandard.com/major-indian-state-ports-outperform-private-sector/
http://www.eib.org/index.htm
https://www.abnamro.com/en/index.html
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retrofitting of existing vessels as well as for projects that envisage the construction of 

new vessels with a green innovation aspect. EIB Vice-President Pim van Ballekom, 

said:  “The Bank received a clear signal from the market that there was a financing gap 

for the greening of shipping fleets. By allowing the EIB to take more risk, the 

Investment Plan for Europe enabled us to create a new instrument to support shipping 

companies in complying with the European sustainability standards. This is the 

second agreement under a €750 million EFSI Green Shipping Guarantee Programme, 

which was set up after numerous discussions with Dutch counterparts from the public 

and private sector. We are really looking to ship owners to make use of it so that we 

can implement it in other countries as well.”  

The programme is meant for projects that will improve the environmental 

performance of transport vessels in terms of diminishing the emission of pollutants as 

well as increasing fuel efficiency. Projects should be proposed to the ABN Amro Bank 

and will be subject to their eligibility and risk acceptance criteria. Dutch Minister of 

Infrastructure and the Environment, Schultz van Haegen, observed: “Safe and 

sustainable shipping is essential for the EU maritime shipping business. Greening of 

EU flagged vessels can support the competitiveness and leading position of EU 

maritime shipping in the world. The EU EFSI initiative as implemented by the EIB 

and ABN AMRO in this framework agreement is most important to stimulate the 

greening of the Dutch fleet.”  

The European Investment Bank is the long-term lending institution of the European 

Union owned by its Member States. It makes long-term finance available for what it 

considers sound investment in order to contribute towards EU policy goals. Transport 

projects accounted for €12.5 billion of the EIB’s investments over 2016. This financing 

also falls under the EIB-EC ‘cleaner transport facility’ which aims to accelerate the 

deployment of alternative fuels technology in the transport sector.  

The Investment Plan for Europe, the so-called Juncker Plan, is one of the European 

Commission's top priorities. It focuses on boosting investments to create jobs and 

growth by making smarter use of new and existing financial resources, removing 

obstacles to investment and providing visibility and technical assistance to investment 

projects.  EU Commissioner for Transport Violeta Bulc has made it clear that ensuring 

more sustainable transport systems and networks is a priority for the administration, 

with this latest move by the EIB showing a commitment to invest, with the intention 

of mobilising private finance to support the switch to more sustainable, less polluting 

power.  

https://ec.europa.eu/inea/sites/inea/files/green_shipping_presentation_mos_inea.pdf
https://www.government.nl/ministries/ministry-of-infrastructure-and-the-environment
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The European Fund for Strategic Investments (EFSI) is the central pillar of the 

Juncker Plan. It provides a first loss guarantee, allowing the EIB to invest in more, 

often riskier, projects. The EFSI is already showing concrete results. The projects and 

agreements approved for financing under the EFSI so far are expected to mobilise 

more than €183 billion in investments and support over 425,000 SMEs across all 28 

Member States. In September 2016, President Juncker proposed to extend the EFSI 

by increasing its firepower and duration as well as reinforcing its strengths. Daphne 

de Kluis, CEO Commercial Clients ABN AMRO commented:  “We are very happy we 

can support the Juncker plan through this initiative. The EIB facility is an extra 

stimulus for ABN AMRO to stimulate our shipping clients to look for sustainable 

solutions. It fits perfectly with our other efforts to promote sustainable solutions in 

this important sector.”  

Source: www.handyshippingguide.com, 25 April 2017 

 

BIMCO: Container shipping sees better supply-demand balance 

-Chris Dupin 

The container shipping industry is benefitting from a better balance of demand for 

container shipping and vessel supply, but the performance of the new ocean carrier 

alliance groupings that took effect at the beginning of April will be key in 2017, the 

Baltic and International Maritime Council (BIMCO) said in its latest forecast. 

“Gains from a low-fleet supply are instantly reaped, whereas the benefits from new 

network structures take a bit more time,” BIMCO Chief Shipping Analyst Peter Sand 

said. He also cautioned that the majority of container shipping, as measured in TEU 

miles, takes place on routes outside of the East-West trade lanes dominated by the 

three alliances. The most recent available data illustrated how demand for container 

shipping, as measured by TEU miles, grew by 2.7 percent in 2016, lower than the 

average of 3.4 percent annual growth seen between 2012-2016, Sand said. 

Still, that demand growth outpaced the 1.3 percent capacity added to the global 

containership fleet in 2016, primarily fueled by the decisive actions by shipowners who 

sold excess tonnage for demolition, Sand said. “This meant that the fundamental 

market balance improved for the first time since 2011,"he said. 

http://www.handyshippingguide.com/shipping-news/banks-shoulder-the-risk-to-ship-operators-when-retrofitting-carbon-reducing-technology-in-vessels_7965
https://www.bimco.org/news/market_analysis/2017/20170420_containersmoo_2017-02
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Charter rates for many small and medium containerships have improved sharply since 

mid-February, but Sand noted how "the reasons behind the better charter rates seems 

to be less clear. " While demand for container transport appears to have started well 

on most trade lanes, he said, "Chinese New Year notoriously affects the individual data 

for the first two to three months.” For example, BIMCO said its indicators showed 

inbound loaded containers were down 2.2 percent in the first two months of the year 

to the U.S. West Coast, but were up 9.4 percent to the U.S. East Coast. But two months 

do not make a year. 

The April edition of the Pacific Merchant Shipping Association's West Coast Trade 

Report noted how March was very busy for California's three major ports, which 

include the ports of Log Angeles, Long Beach and Oakland. The three ports saw their 

combined inbound loaded TEU counts soar 25.2 percent over last March, while the 

number of outbound loaded TEUs rose by 7.6 percent. 

 Likewise, Sand said Container Trade Statistics (CTS) reported a 5.2 percent growth in 

volumes on the Far East to Europe trade in January and a 9.2 percent drop in 

February. The supply-demand balance has been helped by increased scrapping, 

especially of Panamax ships. BIMCO said that in the past four years, more than 

800,000 TEUs of Panamax ship capacity has been removed, about half of all 

demolished container shipping capacity during that time. Alphaliner also noted in its 

April 12-18 newsletter that according to figures it has complied, the new carrier 

alliance groupings "boosted demand for vessels, and the final tally of containership 

tonnage to be deployed on the revamped Asia-Europe, transpacific and transatlantic 

routes is to increase by 5 percent (by TEU capacity) and 4 percent (by vessel count) 

compared to March." Not many ships were ordered in 2016 or year to date this 

year, but BIMCO said 3 million TEUs of capacity is on order, with 86 percent of that 

capacity scheduled for delivery in 2017 and 2018. 

BIMCO is projecting the containership fleet to grow by 2.9 percent in 2017, assuming 

that 450,000 TEUs will be demolished and 1 million TEUs will be delivered.  "For that 

to happen, the current demolition interest must cool somewhat and the delivery pace 

must pick up," BIMCO said. "Nonetheless, both assumptions are likely to happen in a 

market that is improving."  BIMCO pointed out how that is already happening, as 

152,800 TEUs have already been delivered in 2007, while 195,555 TEUs have been 

sold for demolition. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001u65YsToCy4EU4udS4hF8jjZSpsE8qeKUyEQ5iRvqjwq83u29XCxLLHrcCxUaMIF8Sy3fxNYwZGqO1FLIKJwHjljl9uckPLMGeZfaM6U5IfsqDNMvbvum402Nrf9IJAVQBzGhGZImEhcQ6tH__sadbVZF-IyY1idCjb6P6W3jmr16RzYmHFeNldxeFrBLnKK6GWOj1PYINQM8dV8Y_anYa4jrP8L8dCRsBMA0RPdwC1gLtH3ucwy_SA==&c=DYrP1I5cWKkJYTYGB3tBFXqIOZooVixTllojJLXlAZgNw0mjYO8vXQ==&ch=nHylqwccpqenOjGuRP9Pus0C2QV6i5u0gbC8v20WL_dXxNmwnknnSQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001u65YsToCy4EU4udS4hF8jjZSpsE8qeKUyEQ5iRvqjwq83u29XCxLLHrcCxUaMIF8Sy3fxNYwZGqO1FLIKJwHjljl9uckPLMGeZfaM6U5IfsqDNMvbvum402Nrf9IJAVQBzGhGZImEhcQ6tH__sadbVZF-IyY1idCjb6P6W3jmr16RzYmHFeNldxeFrBLnKK6GWOj1PYINQM8dV8Y_anYa4jrP8L8dCRsBMA0RPdwC1gLtH3ucwy_SA==&c=DYrP1I5cWKkJYTYGB3tBFXqIOZooVixTllojJLXlAZgNw0mjYO8vXQ==&ch=nHylqwccpqenOjGuRP9Pus0C2QV6i5u0gbC8v20WL_dXxNmwnknnSQ==
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 Fewer containerships are idle, Sand said. He cited figures from Alphaliner, which 

illustrated how 970,000 TEUs were idle as of April 3, compared to 1.6 million TEUs at 

the beginning of the year.  “The year has started on solid ground in terms of both the 

development of the demand side and the ongoing work on keeping the lid on fleet 

growth,” Sand said. “BIMCO expects the container shipping industry to continuously 

optimize networks and make them more efficient," he said. "Cutting costs where it’s 

still possible and making the most of the fleet available remains essential to reaping 

the benefit of the individual alliance members. As cost cutting is a huge part of this, 

the effect on freight rates is not the only indicator of a successful implementation.” 

 BIMCO said that overall, the three alliances control 77 percent of global ship capacity 

and as much as 96 percent of all east-west trades. 

Members of the 2M Alliance include Maersk Line and MSC; members of "THE" 

Alliance include Hapag-Lloyd, Yang Ming, NYK, MOL and "K" Line; and members of 

the OCEAN Alliance include CMA CGM, APL, COSCO, Evergreen Line and OOCL. 

Looking ahead, Sand said, “Before getting carried away, we should remember that 57 

percent of all demand, as measured by TEU miles, is generated by non-east-west 

trades - trades that are particularly impacted by the recent years’ cascading of tonnage 

from the east-west trades. Another two-tier market is in the making.” 

Source: www.americanshipper.com, 25 April 2017 

 

Cruise ship industry contributes $3.2 billion to the Canadian economy in 

2016 

Cruise ships, together with their passengers and crew, make a significant annual 

contribution to the Canadian economy – and cruise industry spending is increasing at 

a healthy rate in all three of Canada’s major coastal cruise regions 

– BC, Quebec and Atlantic Canada. Those are among the findings of a new study 

detailing the economic impact of the cruise industry in Canada – including everything 

from spending by cruise lines home-porting and making port calls; to on-shore 

spending by passengers and crew members; to commissions paid to travel agents 

across the country. The study, entitled The Economic Contribution of the 

International Cruise Industry in Canada 2016, was prepared by Business Research & 

Economic Advisors (BREA) for the Cruise Lines International Association-North West 

& Canada (CLIA-NWC), the St. Lawrence Cruise Association, the Atlantic Canada 

http://www.americanshipper.com/main/news/bimco-container-shipping-sees-better-supplydemand-67354.aspx
http://clia-nwc.com/news/the-economic-contribution-of-the-international-cruise-industry-in-british-columbia-in-2016-backgrounder/
http://clia-nwc.com/news/the-economic-contribution-of-the-international-cruise-industry-in-quebec-st-lawrence-region-in-2016-backgrounder/
http://clia-nwc.com/news/the-economic-contribution-of-the-international-cruise-industry-in-the-atlantic-provinces-in-2016-backgrounder/
http://clia-nwc.com/?LinkServID=A555A68B-91A7-F46C-F6C05CDD8E64F419&showMeta=0
http://clia-nwc.com/?LinkServID=A555A68B-91A7-F46C-F6C05CDD8E64F419&showMeta=0
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Cruise Association and Cruise BC. The study is based on data from 2016 with 

comparisons to 2012, the last time a comparable study was commissioned. Total 

economic impact of $3.2 billion – including direct and indirect spending – increased 

34% since 2012, attributed to gains in cruise line, passenger and crew spending, along 

with increases in business taxes such as those on food, fuel and retail items, and a 

favourable Canadian exchange rate. The 9% increase in passenger visits between 2012 

and 2016 is about to be eclipsed by a 14% single-year growth forecast for 2017, 

ensuring further gains in cruise industry spending in the coming year. 

Other study highlights include: 

• Direct spending by cruise lines in Canada totaled $933 million, including items such 

as goods and services necessary for cruise operations (food & beverages, fuel, vessel 

maintenance/repair, equipment & supplies), shore-side staffing, port fees & services, 

equipment, and advertising & promotion. 

• Direct spending by cruise passengers – including lodging, tours & transportation, food 

& beverage, and retail – totalled just over half a billion dollars in 2016, a 12% increase 

since 2012. 

• Passenger visits to all Canadian ports totaled 2.23 million in 2016, an increase of 9% 

over the 2.05 million visit recorded in 2012. 

• The number of jobs generated by the industry in Canada – direct and indirect – is 

estimated at just over 23,000, paying just over $1 billion in salaries and wages. Total 

employment generated by the cruise industry has increased 31% since 2012. 

• Of the national total, BC accounts for 66% of direct cruise industry spending; Quebec 

accounts for 15%; Atlantic Canada accounts for 7%. Other provinces and territories 

also benefit, as recipients of spending on ship provisions, equipment, tourism, 

advertising and agent commissions. 

Source: bcshippingnews.com, 27 April 2017 

 

 

http://bcshippingnews.com/shipping/cruise/cruise-ship-industry-contributes-32-billion-canadian-economy-2016
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Blue Economy: A Catalyst for India’s ‘Neighbourhood First Policy’ 

-Adarsh Vijay 

There is an emerging narrative which pushes a green agenda for India’s maritime 

outlook. Blue economy, an idea as conceived by Gunter Pauli, has already received 

recognition among the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) littoral states. Blue Economy 

signifies a subset of Economy for marine activities by incorporating the principles of 

social inclusion, environment sustainability with innovative and dynamic business 

models. It relies on organic and renewable inputs as catalysts for the sea-based model 

of development. In short, it seeks to ensure a healthy ocean providing higher 

productivity. 

Despite the awareness of the prospects it offers, India is yet to be enthusiastic to take 

the ‘blue growth’ forward. The Maritime Agenda 2010-2020 released by the Ministry 

of Shipping in 2011 was devoid of even a hint of blue economy. New Delhi’s ocean 

economic activities have invariably been restricted to “port-led development” model. 

Blue economy renders an unconventional outlook to explore and exploit the maritime 

domain in manifold ways. Therefore, three questions are worthy of attention. Why 

should India push for blue economy? What it offers for India to strengthen its strategic 

edge? How can it meet the needs of India’s Neighbourhood First Policy? 

Apart from the economic and environment-friendly postulations, blue economy bears 

serious foreign policy implications for India. New Delhi has been appearing to be in a 

quandary with the increasing presence of inimical extra-regional players in the IOR. 

Chinese policy of “string of pearls” continues to gear towards reducing India’s 

influence in the region. Countries like China and Japan are also seeking a deeper 

engagement in the region, particularly through maritime diplomacy. 

Despite India’s sincere endeavours, its littoral counterparts are sometimes circunspect 

about New Delhi’s intentions and policies. The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) is 

running out of options to regain its eroding amity that once it maintained among these 

maritime neighbours. Blue economy can help complement the other channels that 

brought contradictory results at the end. 

The strategic connotation of blue economy is not restricted to the ocean economy and 

maritime trade. IOR is a rich source of polymetallic sulphides and nodules including 

iron, copper, zinc, gold, silver and platinum. Untapped oil and natural gas reserves also 
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increase the strategic importance of the seabed in the region. New Delhi had received 

the exclusive right to explore the Central Indian Oceanic resources in 1987 by the 

International Seabed Authority (ISA) and two mining sites were consequently 

established. India had also signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with ISA 

in 2016 for exclusive mining rights for polymetallic sulphides in the IOR. 

An Ocean Dialogue was initiated in 2015 between the US and India seeking the 

sustainable development of blue economy. The Maritime Security Dialogue as 

envisioned in the recent joint statement by Washington and New Delhi in June 2016 

can be considered as an add-on to it. The White House is also considering an Indo-

Pacific Economic Corridor to bridge the South and South East Asia. It has serious 

implications when it is read in consonance with the One Belt One Road (OBOR) 

initiative by Beijing along with New Delhi’s Act East Policy and the Washington’s 

interests in the Asia-Pacific. 

Considering the pessimistic behaviour from the maritime neighbours, the Indian 

foreign office will have to work on sharpening its “blue edge” as the next device. Indian 

Ocean Rim Association (IORA) had organized its first Ministerial Blue Economy 

Conference in September 2015. Mauritius had come up with its policy on blue economy 

as early as 2013. It had decisively tabled its short and long terms goals dedicated to 

marine governance in various regional forums of IORA. Blue economy was insisted as 

an important component by the Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi during his visit 

to Seychelles, Mauritius and Sri Lanka and to the SAARC leaders. A joint statement 

was also signed with Mauritius which identified the critical areas requiring 

cooperation. 

With a push for blue economy by keeping “Make in India” at the core, MEA can 

approach its counterparts for remoulding a sufficient market for its commodities. New 

Delhi’s technological edge in the region gives it an edge in facilitating a multilateral 

resource exploration in the IOR. Offshore infrastructure would be a respite for these 

geographically dwarfed-states. New Delhi had already pioneered in a similar venture 

by launching a sea-based trans-ship apparatus in the Bay of Bengal. This mechanism 

at the Sandheads within the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) is meant to transport the 

imported coal to the thermal power plant at Farakka in West Bengal. Thus, the ties can 

also be rejuvenated by pursuing for receiving ocean infrastructure tenders from these 

Small Island Developing States (SIDS). Furthermore, blue economy as a unifying factor 

can help build a consensus among these states with India in a myriad of issues. 
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The future lies in “blue diplomacy.” PM Narendra Modi called for Security and Growth 

for All in the Region (SAGAR) during his visit to the three Indian Ocean countries 

(Seychelles, Mauritius and Sri Lanka) in March 2015. Blue economy holds the key to 

a committed green agenda for the days ahead. India’s ocean access and maritime 

know-how renders an opportunity to take a substantial lead in the seabed platform. 

Despite the flagship “Neighbourhood First” policy, India’s position has not been much 

promising in keeping the neighbourhood intact. If India does not keep the pace up, it 

may lose in this “blue race” and will have to witness the enhanced partnership of the 

neighbours with its strategic rivalries like China. The proposed Maritime Silk Route 

by China is posing a consistent challenge to India’s interests in the IOR. “Blue 

pursuits” can subdue the role of external players in the IOR and considerably re-

establish New Delhi’s hitherto-enjoyed influence in the region. 

 In the wake of the International Fleet Review held in Vishakhapatnam in February 

2016, the Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi acknowledged blue economy as a 

component for the country’s transformation. It is also palpable that countries like 

Australia, Bangladesh and Germany are keen in actualising their “blue agenda” with 

India. However, the need of the hour is a pro-active engagement on a priority basis 

with the immediate neighbourhood. Blue economy, in this regard, is an economic and 

political strategy. Besides, it can take us closer to achieving the goals seven and 

fourteen of the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) which deal with the 

renewable energy mix and conservation and sustainable use of oceans, seas and 

marine resources respectively. It strives for the greening of the ocean economy. If fully 

exhausted, blue economy is a game changer in the due course. 

  Source: www.maritimeindia.org, 18 April 2017 

 

Adani Ports: Opening the door to India  

Not unlike some of their global peers, Indian business people are renowned for their 

financial prudence. Investments are made after careful deliberation in a step-by-step 

fashion, often after exhausting existing capacities to the fullest. Adani Ports is the 

antithesis to this behaviour. Massive investments were made early on in anticipation 

of substantial demand as well as with the determination to become one of the leading 

port operators globally in terms of efficiency. Growth in India's exports has outpaced 

most other nations. At a CAGR of 15.4 percent from 2002-2015, India grew faster than 

developing Asia (10.1 percent), Middle East and North Africa (MENA, 4.2 percent), 

http://www.maritimeindia.org/View%20Profile/636280804754906758.pdf
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Adani
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Adani
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the Euro area (3.9 percent) and Latin America (3.6 percent). With India being ‘boxed 

in’ by the Himalayas to the north and isolated from the rest of Asia via this impressive 

mountain range, maritime transportation is the primary mode of foreign trade. Over 

90 percent of the country's trade by volume and 70 percent by value moves in and out 

of India via ships. However, total traffic handled in Indian ports only grew at a CAGR 

of 4.2 percent in the period from 2005 to 2015, from 384 million metric tonnes to 581 

million metric tonnes (projected).  

Performance differences between India's 13 major ports (of which 12 are government 

trusts) and about 200 notified non-major ports (of which 69 engage in import and 

export) are partly to blame for the slow growth in port traffic. Non-major ports are 

very effectively leveraging the opportunity that India's growth brings and have been 

growing at a CAGR of 9.6 percent, or roughly three times faster than major 

ports.  Adani Ports & Special Economic Zone Ltd (APSEZL) is one of the key businesses 

of the Adani Group and uniquely positioned to take advantage of the favourable 

environment for non-major ports in India. Mundra, APSEZL’s main port, has the 

fastest turnaround time for ships among Indian ports of 18-20 hours. It was also the 

first Indian port to cross the 100 million metric tonnes mark in cargo handling in FY14. 

APSEZL's financial performance is outstanding. Revenue growth from FY10 to FY15 

was at a CAGR of 34 percent with FY15 revenue of Rs 6,152 crore. Close to 90 percent 

of the revenues comes from Adani Ports & SEZ Ltd. The company's EBIT margin 

stands close to an exceptional 60 percent with a ROCE margin of 13-15 percent over 

the last two years. APSEZL stands out, both in terms of India and international 

comparisons. So what drives the spectacular success of Adani Ports vs both national 

and international competitors? A capital-intensive business such as ports required 

volume to break even within a reasonable time frame. Volume required mechanisation 

to ensure fast and efficient handling of containers, coal, fertilisers, and other cargo. 

Mechanisation in turn required the right planning and master plan of the port as well 

as the perfect location for the same. 

The cornerstone of the virtuous circle that Mundra leverages is demand. Mundra's 

hinterland is North India, a land-locked area that corresponds to about 40 percent of 

India's GDP. With superior service levels and the shortest distance to these demand 

pockets, cargo from North India would de facto be assured. As a consequence, 

investments could be made with the reasonable assumption that cargo and volume 

would follow. The right location was found in the port of Mundra. Protected by the 

Saurashtra landmass, the port did not require heavy investment in the building of 

http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Ports
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Ports
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Ports
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Ports
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Ports
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Adani
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Adani
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Adani
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Ports
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Ports
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Adani
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Adani
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Adani
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Adani
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Ports
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breakwaters. Its location near a creek allowed it to be a deep draft port with 365 days 

of operation. Once the location was identified, Adani and his team went about building 

a port that would compete with the best and biggest ports globally. Rather than waiting 

for cargo and then building the subsequent infrastructure, Adani decided to turn the 

approach on its head. He and his team developed a 25-year master plan for Mundra 

that included significant investments in rail and road connectivity, water, electricity, 

and gas.  

Adani decided to develop this infrastructure himself rather than waiting for 

government support as speed and scale were essential for his project to succeed. 

Guided by the principle that berths should wait for ships rather than the other way 

around, the port was constructed with a targeted berth productivity of 65 percent 

maximum. In addition, an inverted funnel at a factor of ten between maritime and 

evacuation capacity was built, ie, the capacity to discharge any cargo from ships to the 

hinterland was ten times larger than the berth capacity. Mechanisation allowed highly 

efficient port operations, which in turn translated into best total cost for customers. 

This drove cargo traffic. For example, when building the world's largest coal import 

terminal capable of handling the largest coal ships globally, Adani invested in the latest 

technology for gravel loaders, unloaders, and cranes. It worked with the best 

consultants to ensure optimal berth layout.  “We have never taken a nickel and dime 

approach to innovation. Investing in the latest technology has allowed us to achieve 

world-class performance, eg, in terms of EBITDA ratios. Working with the best 

consultants enabled us to build our ports much faster than the competition. Minor cost 

savings in these areas are always more than overcompensated by the gain in 

contribution margin when you can start operating terminals a few months earlier than 

planned,” says Sudipta Bhattacharya, ex-CEO of Adani Ports and Adani Group CTO. 

Global benchmarking is key for Mundra. Malay Mahadevia, director Adani Ports, says, 

"It would be easy to benchmark ourselves against Indian ports, but that is not our 

competition. We want to be among the best globally and hence we compare our 

performance in coal, steel, containers, etc. against the leading ports globally whether 

they are from China or Europe or wherever. We also continuously work with 

consultants to ensure that we are abreast of the latest thinking and innovation. We 

can't stop innovating in this game as we would fall immediately behind.” With the clear 

ambition to continue to drive the port sector in India, Mundra's future development is 

bright.  

Source: www.business-standard.com, 21 April 2017 

http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Adani
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Ports
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Adani
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Adani
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Adani
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Ports
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Adani
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Adani
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Adani
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Adani
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Ports
http://www.business-standard.com/content/b2b-manufacturing-industry/adani-ports-opening-the-door-to-india-117042100594_1.html
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India’s Planned Investment in Sri Lanka’s Trincomalee Port Gets a Push  

 

- Anjana Pasricha 

India’s plans to invest in a strategic port in Sri Lanka as a counterbalance to China’s 

massive infrastructure investments in the Indian Ocean island country got a push 

Wednesday as Sri Lankan Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe visited New Delhi. 

China’s development of the key Hambantota port in Sri Lanka, which is a gateway to 

crucial shipping lanes, has raised concerns in New Delhi about Beijing’s widening 

naval influence in its neighborhood. 

In New Delhi, India and Sri Lanka signed a memorandum of understanding on 

economic cooperation and expressed commitment to its implementation. Foreign 

Ministry spokesperson, Gopal Baglay, tweeted that it signaled “deepening economic 

collaboration.” The specific deal to develop the World War II oil storage facility in the 

eastern port of Trincomalee, South Asia’s deepest natural harbor, is expected to be 

signed next month when Modi visits Colombo. 

Although India’s planned investment in energy infrastructure in Trincomalee will be 

far more modest compared to Beijing’s ambitious Hambantota project, analysts say it 

will enable New Delhi to secure a foothold and ensure that no other country uses the 

harbor for military purposes. While Colombo has assured India that Hambantota will 

be used only for commercial activity, its potential use as a naval base worries New 

Delhi. Those worries have intensified since a Chinese submarine docked briefly in 

Colombo port in 2014. India has long fretted about China’s expanding foothold in the 

Indian Ocean region through infrastructure projects in countries such as Sri Lanka, 

Pakistan and Bangladesh. “We find that India is now getting more and more 

strategically encircled by economic infrastructure projects,” according to Vijay 

Sakhuja, Director of the National Maritime Foundation in New Delhi. 

Besides Hambantota port in Sri Lanka, he points to China’s building of Gwadar port 

in Pakistan. Warning that these projects, built to facilitate trade, also have a strategic 

element, he says, “We should not be surprised by frequent PLA [People’s Liberation 

Army] navy presence in the Indian Ocean, particularly in Gwadar, which will cause 

some discomfort to the naval planners in New Delhi.” 
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For Sri Lanka, India’s planned investment in the energy project in Trincomalee will 

help counterbalance the massive infrastructure deals signed with China by the former 

government of Mahinda Rajapaksa, who had leaned heavily toward Beijing. “The spin 

off of that [project] is balancing what is perceived as predominant Chinese influence 

as far as the economy is concerned,” said Paikiasothy Saravanumuttu at the Center for 

Policy Alternatives in Colombo. The new government is trying to move away from the 

heavy dependance on Beijing for foreign investment. During a recent visit to Tokyo, 

Prime Minister Wickremesinghe sought Japanese investment for the Colombo and 

Trincomalee ports. 

Source: www.voanews.com, 26 April 2017 
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Marine Animals Are Drowning in Plastic – Urge Congress to Act Against 

Pollution 

Right now, we are making history by forever altering the face of this planet. This isn’t 

about war, or green initiatives, or anything specific to the current administration’s 

goals. Instead, it has everything to do with our love of low-cost convenience, which has 

allowed plastic to worm its way into practically every facet of our lives. So enormous is 

our reliance on, and relationship with, this indestructible, non-biodegradable material 

that scientists now claim that our plastic pollution has permanently become a part of 

the earth’s geological crust. And if you think that’s significant, just wait until you hear 

how that’s impacting our oceans and waterways, which comprise a full 99 percent of 

our planet’s living space. Every year, 8.8 million tons of plastic makes its way from 

land into the oceans, and studies now say that there will be more plastic than fish in 

these bodies of water by the year 2050. Already, massive plastic islands have formed 

in our seas. Marine species are “litter”–ally swimming in this mess and regularly 

becoming entangled in it. Even worse, they’re ingesting this nutrient-less trash with 

all the toxic, hormone-disrupting chemicals it contains, and guess what – anyone who 

eats seafood is surely consuming this junk, too. 

Sadly, as vast and destructive as the Great Pacific Garbage Patch and other surface 

floating plastic may be, these represent only a small fraction of the total plastic 

contamination that has invaded our waters. Rather, it’s the tiny plastic particles that 

are occupying the seas en masse and causing the most damage, as plankton, which are 

the building blocks of the oceans’ food webs, eat it up, as well, ensuring everything up 

the chain is effectively plagued. 

According to researchers, 700 marine species, including whales, dolphins, sea lions, 

seals, sea turtles, sea birds, and of course, fish, are faced with extinction as a result. 

And if something isn’t quickly done to contain this problem, experts fear a complete 

marine ecosystem collapse could take place by 2048. Life as we know it depends on 

our oceans to produce a whopping 70 percent of the oxygen we breathe, to help absorb 

carbon dioxide, and to help regulate weather patterns, so you can see how problematic 

this would be. 

MARINE ENVIRONMENT 

http://www.techtimes.com/articles/128512/20160128/plastic-become-part-earth-geology.htm
http://www.onegreenplanet.org/environment/realities-about-plastic-pollution-that-wont-go-away/
http://www.see-the-sea.org/facts/facts-body.htm
http://www.see-the-sea.org/facts/facts-body.htm
http://www.sciencemag.org/content/347/6223/768.full.pdf?sid=0ff340f0-671c-46a6-98ab-8c6113227cad
http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_The_New_Plastics_Economy.pdf
http://www.onegreenplanet.org/news/photos-from-scuba-divers-across-the-world-show-devastating-impact-of-ocean-plastic/
http://www.onegreenplanet.org/environment/realities-about-plastic-pollution-that-wont-go-away/
http://www.onegreenplanet.org/news/sea-turtle-tangled-in-party-balloon-gets-rescued/
http://www.onegreenplanet.org/news/baby-manatee-with-plastic-bags-in-his-stomach/
http://www.onegreenplanet.org/environment/how-chemicals-in-plastic-pollution-harm-you-and-animals/
http://www.onegreenplanet.org/environment/how-plastic-from-our-clothing-is-ending-up-in-fish/
http://www.onegreenplanet.org/environment/great-pacific-garbage-patch-is-destroying-the-oceans/
http://www.onegreenplanet.org/animalsandnature/myths-and-truths-about-plastic-pollution-in-our-ocean/
http://www.onegreenplanet.org/animalsandnature/sea-shepherd-a-global-movement-defending-diversity-in-the-oceans/
http://www.onegreenplanet.org/environment/plankton-under-threat-tiny-life-in-major-need-of-your-help/
https://thinkprogress.org/zooplankton-are-eating-plastic-and-thats-bad-news-for-ocean-life-dbe31be8ae2b
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0025326X14008571
http://www.onegreenplanet.org/environment/marine-species-extinction-and-plastic-pollution/
http://www.onegreenplanet.org/environment/plastic-pollution-is-threatening-orca-population/
http://www.onegreenplanet.org/animalsandnature/marine-animals-are-dying-because-of-our-plastic-trash/
http://www.onegreenplanet.org/animalsandnature/marine-animals-are-dying-because-of-our-plastic-trash/
http://www.onegreenplanet.org/environment/why-you-should-go-vegan-for-the-oceans-this-earth-day/
http://www.onegreenplanet.org/news/photos-from-scuba-divers-across-the-world-show-devastating-impact-of-ocean-plastic/
http://www.onegreenplanet.org/news/photos-from-scuba-divers-across-the-world-show-devastating-impact-of-ocean-plastic/
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Thankfully, our government is taking an interest in the subject and, as explained on 

Care2, has introduced bipartisan legislation entitled the Saving Our Seas Act, S. 756, 

to “support the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s research to better 

understand the impacts of this growing threat and identify solutions to stop the flow 

of plastic waste into our ocean, including reducing and better managing solid 

municipal waste.” 

Source: www.onegreenplanet.org, 17 April 2017 

 

Marine animal carcasses found on Mumbai's beaches raise alarm 

 Over the past two years, carcasses of nearly 30 dolphins, six whales and finless 

porpoises have washed ashore along the Mumbai and Maharashtra coast. A sudden 

spurt in deaths of marine animals—six carcasses found along the Mumbai coast in the 

past six days—has raised an alarm among environmentalists. Decomposed carcasses 

of three Olive Ridley turtles were spotted at Vasai and Uttan beaches last week. On 

Saturday, the carcass of an Indo-Pacific humpbacked dolphin and an Olive Ridley 

turtle were spotted at Juhu and Versova. A 20-member team had used two boats to 

rescue itJanuary 29, 2016: The carcass of a 40-foot male Bryde’s whale washed up at 

Juhu beach, near Juhu Tara Road. 

A sudden spurt in deaths of marine animals—six carcasses found along the Mumbai 

coast in the past six days—has raised an alarm among environmentalists. Decomposed 

carcasses of three Olive Ridley turtles were spotted at Vasai and Uttan beaches last 

week. A dead Indo-Pacific humpbacked dolphin was found on the beach at Bhuigaon, 

Vasai. On Saturday, the carcass of an Indo-Pacific humpbacked dolphin and an Olive 

Ridley turtle were spotted at Juhu and Versova. The toll in 2017 has already reached 

10 in the first four months.  

Over the past two years, carcasses of nearly 30 dolphins, six whales and finless 

porpoises have washed ashore along the Mumbai and Maharashtra coast. Zoologist 

and former member of the National Institute of Oceanography, Nitin Walmiki, who 

identified the carcasses, told HT that according to his research, most deaths occurred 

during summer months. “Owing to high temperatures, there has been a rise in both 

sea surface temperature and that of the ocean floor. This is forcing the marine species 

to constantly move and find cooler habitats,” he said. Major mammal deaths (2015-17) 

http://www.thepetitionsite.com/takeaction/277/058/769/?TAP=1732
http://www.thepetitionsite.com/takeaction/277/058/769/?TAP=1732
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/756
http://www.onegreenplanet.org/news/urge-congress-to-act-against-marine-pollution/
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February 25, 2017: The carcass of a four-foot finless porpoise washed ashore at 

Bhuigaon beach, Vasai January 15, 2017: The carcass of a three-foot finless porpoise 

washed ashore, opposite Taj Hotel, Nariman Point in south Mumbai January 1, 2017: 

A five-foot dolphin carcass had washed ashore at Nariman Point. Mangrove cell 

officials said that the mammal had lost direction and hit a hard surface of a ship or 

rock several times October 7, 2016: A mutilated carcass of a 35-foot blue whale, the 

largest mammal in the world, washed ashore at Guhaghar beach September 11, 2016: 

A 47-foot blue whale, the largest mammal in the world, was rescued from a beach near 

Madban village, close to Jaitapur nuclear power plant in Ratnagiri district. 

Source: www.nyoooz.com, 17 April 2017 

 

‘Time to end dumping of nuclear, toxic waste at sea’ 

The time has come to protect the sea from nuclear and toxic waste, African maritime 

administrators have said. A communique issued at the end of the conference of the 

African Maritime Administrations Association (AAMA) agreed on the need for 

population, assets and critical infrastructure protection from maritime pollution. They 

agreed that his could only be done by preventing the dumping of toxic and nuclear 

waste. This was contained in the communique released at the weekend at the end of 

the conference which held in Abuja. The body of all administrators of maritime 

regulatory bodies came up with the position as one of the major ways to safeguard the 

future of maritime wealth in the continent alongside other pertinent positions. 

Members of the association consequently agreed to devote concerted efforts and 

planning to pursue the enhancement of wealth creation and regional and international 

trade performance through maritime-centric capacity and capability building while 

ensuring the minimization of environmental damage and expedited recovery from 

catastrophic events. These they observed should be taken into cognisance as well as 

prevention of hostile and criminal acts at sea, by coordination/harmonization of the 

prosecution of offenders and improvement of Integrated Coastal Zone/Area 

Management in Africa, if the continent is to grow maritime trade. 

The conference had in attendance representatives from Mauritania, South Sudan, 

Cameroon, Ethiopia, Mozambique, Sao Tome & Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, 

Seychelles, Somalia, South Africa, United Republic of Tanzania, Togo, Uganda, Ghana, 

Cote D’Ivoire, Comoros, Cape Verde, Djibouti, Benin, DR Congo, Egypt, Equatorial 

https://www.nyoooz.com/news/mumbai/785970/marine-animal-carcasses-found-on-mumbais-beaches-raise-alarm/
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Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Liberia, Kenya, Guinea, Libya and Nigeria as well as other non-

African countries. 

Dr. Peterside, who takes over from Mr. Sobantu Tilayi, the acting Chief Executive 

Officer of South African Maritime and Safety Agency (SAMSA), who has been the 

acting Chair of the association since 2013 stated that task of leading the African 

Maritime Administrators is enormous but there is the need to collaborate with one 

another to ensure that the African Oceans and seas are not over exploited to the 

detriment of the continent. Part of the resolutions made at the conference enjoined all 

African countries to participate in the day set aside by the AU as the African Day of 

Oceans and Seas. “The African Union Commission has set aside 25th July of every year 

as Africa’s Day of the Seas and Oceans. Maritime Administrations are encouraged to 

institutionalize this day to raise awareness amongst stakeholders of the strategic 

importance of maritime governance for sustainable development; highlight the 

important role Africa needs to play at international maritime forum; raise awareness 

on Africa’s “Blue Economy” and enhance the focus on maritime safety, security, 

maritime environment protection and human element”, the Communique read. 

In noting that capacity  building had been a major challenge in the African Maritime 

sector, member nations agreed to address the enormous challenges of building human 

capacities in the maritime sector especially regarding training and employment of 

cadets by urging maritime Administrations to develop an integrated human resources 

strategy for the maritime sector to support the provision of skills taking into account 

gender balance in the entire maritime value chain which includes shipping and 

logistics, offshore activities, fishing, tourism and recreation, and safety and security 

(AIMS 2050). Outgoing Chairman, Tilayi at the closing of the three day event, 

described Peterside as a committed and dedicated technocrat that will, no doubt, take 

maritime administration to a higher level. He pledged his support for the NIMASA 

Director General and urged other African Nations to do so likewise in order to advance 

the African Maritime Industry. 

President Muhammadu Buhari, who also congratulated Peterside on his election as 

the chairman of AAMA, said Nigeria has paid significant attention to making the 

maritime business environment friendlier, adding that the immediate priority in this 

regard is the entry and exit of goods especially in Nigerian seaports to increase 

efficiency of Nigerian Ports and enable quick turnaround time of vessels. Nigeria has 

been elected Chairman of AAMA with eleven members’ executive committee 

comprising of representatives of Central Africa (Cameroun & Cape Verde), West Africa 
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(Cote D’Ivoire & Ghana), East Africa (Tanzania & Comoros), Southern Africa 

(Mozambique and South Africa), North Africa (Egypt & Sudan) and Uganda 

representing land-locked countries. 

South Africa also retains Secretariat of the association while the association agreed to 

hold the 2018 Conference in Egypt. Sychelles and Namibia are jostling for the 2019 

hosting rights. AAMA also approved the Organisation of African Maritime Awards 

starting from Egypt 2018 to recognise and honor outstanding Africans in the sector. 

Source: thenationonlineng.net, 24 April 2017 

 

Extreme Arctic Melt Is Raising Sea Level Rise Threat; New Estimate 

Nearly Twice IPCC's 

 Global sea level rise could happen at nearly twice the rate previously projected by the 

U.N. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, even under the best scenario, 

according to a new report. By the end of this century, as some glaciers disappear 

completely, the Arctic's contribution to global sea level rise will reach at least 19 to 25 

centimeters, according to the report by the Arctic Council's Arctic Monitoring 

Assessment Program (AMAP). Factoring those numbers into projections about other 

sources of sea level rise results in a minimum of 52 centimeters of sea level rise by 

2100 under a best-case scenario and 74 centimeters under business as usual. "These 

estimates are almost double the minimum estimates made by the IPCC in 2013," the 

authors wrote. 

The report, called "Snow, Water, Ice and Permafrost in the Arctic 2017," takes a 

comprehensive look at the changes already underway in the Arctic, as well as what's in 

store. It was one of a handful of reports examining climate change in the Arctic and its 

effect on communities there that were released by AMAP in advance of this week's 

International Conference on Arctic Science and the Arctic Council ministerial in May, 

when the U.S. will hand off the Council chairmanship to Finland. The reports 

synthesize the best peer-reviewed science on various Arctic-related issues, with the 

hope of informing policy decisions. This work is the bread and butter of the Arctic 

Council, an eight-country, intergovernmental diplomatic body that commissions and 

directs work on the Arctic but cannot itself make policy. 

http://thenationonlineng.net/time-end-dumping-nuclear-toxic-waste-sea/
https://insideclimatenews.org/topic/arctic
http://www.amap.no/external/2017-International-Conference-on-Arctic-Science/index.php
http://www.arctic-council.org/index.php/en/about-us/member-states
http://www.arctic-council.org/index.php/en/about-us/member-states
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The findings are not easy to stomach. The authors also write that the Arctic Ocean 

could be largely ice-free in summer as early as the late 2030s, and that an influx of 

warmer water could alter climate as far south as the tropics. But they also include a 

nugget of hope: There is still time to avert some of the worst impacts. 

The trajectory of dramatic climate change in the Arctic is locked in through the middle 

of the century, when the region is expected to see temperatures at least 4 degrees 

Celsisus above late 20th century averages. But what happens after that—whether the 

Arctic's average temperature climbs to 6 degrees C above average or rockets to twice 

that—depends largely on us, the report says. If the goals of the Paris agreement are 

met, end-of-century sea level rise would be reduced by 43 percent—or more than 20 

centimeters—compared with a business-as-usual scenario, according to the report. It 

would also stabilize temperatures over the Arctic Ocean in winter at 5-9 degrees C 

above the 1986-2005 average. 

Though a future Arctic will have far less snow and permafrost, meeting the Paris goals 

would significantly decrease those losses. The duration of snow cover would stabilize 

at roughly 10 percent below current values by the end of the century, and permafrost 

losses would stabilize at 45 percent of present day levels. Under a high-emissions 

scenario, however, the report found that as much as two-thirds of the permafrost could 

thaw by 2080, which could cause massive methane releases. The report includes the 

work of more than 90 scientists from around the world, and was peer-reviewed by 28 

experts. It mostly covers the period of 2011-2015, with some observations from 2016 

and early 2017. 

One of the challenges in creating a comprehensive report about the Arctic, say some of 

its authors, is the pace of change there. "The problem is things change so quickly," said 

Walter Meier, a scientist with the NASA Goddard Space Flight Center Cryospheric 

Sciences Laboratory who was an author of the report. The report only includes peer-

reviewed work, and the peer review process can take a year or more. "The report is 

almost out of date before it gets published." That said, this work reflects the most 

comprehensive look to date at the science of the changing Arctic and its future. 

Arctic Communities Feel the Impact 

Another set of reports released Monday, called "Adaptation Actions for a Changing 

Arctic," shifts the focus to the impacts on Arctic communities. Each of the three reports 

takes an in-depth look at the challenges facing a different region of the Arctic: the 

https://insideclimatenews.org/topic/climate-change
http://sciences.gsfc.nasa.gov/sed/index.cfm?fuseAction=home.main&navOrgCode=615&navTab=nav_about_us
http://sciences.gsfc.nasa.gov/sed/index.cfm?fuseAction=home.main&navOrgCode=615&navTab=nav_about_us
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Bering-Chukchi-Beaufort region, the Barents Sea region and the Baffin Bay/Davis 

Strait region. Though the challenges, and methods of addressing them differed among 

regions, the reports' authors found some common themes: Climate change impacts all 

elements of people's lives in the Arctic, yet their stated concerns are often tied to jobs, 

food and recognizing some of the economic potential of natural resources. 

For instance, in the Barents region, some communities voiced concern about the future 

of reindeer herding, said Grete Hovelsrud, a social anthropologist from Norway who 

worked on the report. "The land they use for grazing is being encroached upon by 

roads, cabins, infrastructure," she said, making it hard to move the herd. Climate 

change is exacerbating the problem. "The climate is warming, and it may rain in the 

middle of the winter," she said, causing pastures to ice over. Reindeer can dig through 

snow to get to grass, but not ice. 

In the Alaskan Arctic, loss of sea ice is resulting in larger waves reaching shore, which 

is increasing coastal erosion and putting communities in peril. "Many of these 

communities will be forced to relocate, some in the immediate future, most in the not 

too distant future," said Larry Hinzman, a professor of Civil and Environmental 

Engineering at the University of Alaska Fairbanks, who was an author of the report. 

And as climate change impacts local ecosystems, it can be harder to hunt and fish for 

the species these communities rely on—a problem, since many are subsistence 

hunters. "For these people, serious ecosystem changes immediate impact their ability 

to obtain food," the report says. 

The extensive reports are intended as tools for policymakers. "They need to start 

planning for this," said Jon Fuglestad, the deputy executive secretary of AMAP. "I don't 

think I'll offend anyone by saying that the government structure isn't prepared for 

meeting this future because it's too fragmented. Adaptation, planning—it takes time. 

You need to know what you're going to adapt to, and you need to have governance 

structure that can meet the future changes." 

Source: insideclimatenews.org, 25 April 2017 

 

 

 

https://insideclimatenews.org/news/25042017/arctic-sea-ice-climate-change-global-warming-sea-level-rise-ipcc
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Vicious cycle: Your clothes pollute the ocean. Here’s how. 

 So you divert recyclables and organics from the landfill, bring reusable shopping bags 

to the grocery store and have phased out cleaning products with harmful chemicals in 

them. Think you’ve cut out the most harmful environmental practices in your green-

conscious home? Think again. Vancouver Aquarium researcher Dr. Peter Ross is at the 

forefront of studying one of the lesser known but most prevalent ocean pollutants 

today and the source may surprise you. 

“There’s kind of a smoking gun, if you will, that suggests clothing and textiles through 

laundry and waste water is releasing large quantities of fibres into coastal waters,” said 

Ross, the director of the Ocean Pollution Research Program at the aquarium’s Coastal 

Ocean Research Institute. “It’s really a pollutant like nothing I’ve worked on before. 

With other pollutants, you can take a sample from the environment and say I found 

‘X’ concentration of mercury. In this case, there’s an infinite number of permutations 

in terms of shape, size, density, colour, additives and etcetera. It’s a very different 

world of ocean pollution.” Synthetic fibres – like the polyester found in fleece jackets 

– make up as much as 80 per cent of the microplastics in oceans, though it’s not known 

exactly how much derives from clothing, according to Ross. 

Samples taken from the Strait of Georgia show an average of 3,200 particles of 

microplastics per cubic metre of seawater, which are then ingested by zooplankton and 

fish at the bottom of the food chain. Accumulations of microplastics have been found 

in the intestinal tracts of fish, birds and other marine animals, severely impacting their 

nutrition and health. Washing a single item of clothing can release between 10,000 to 

400,000 microfibres per cycle as it degrades over time and shreds in the laundry. 

While the public is largely unaware of the issue, industry has taken notice. 

In March, Ross partnered with Mountain Equipment Co-op to research the presence 

of polyester, nylon and acrylic fibres in the ocean and trace them back to the source. 

MEC chief product officer Jeff Crook says the outfitter has been concerned about 

microfibres for several years but the industry has more questions than answers at the 

moment. “When I’m around industry people, this is definitely bubbling up as a topic. 

‘Do you know how much fleece sheds?’ ‘Does that kind of fleece shed more than that 

one?’” said Crook. “Everyone is sort of lit up on the issue but there are a lot of 

questions. Which is why our research with the aquarium, for us, is so important, 

because we get hard data that helps us map a course out how we proceed and make the 

situation better. This is one of those areas where we can make a difference.” Ross is 

https://www.vanaqua.org/act/research/ocean-pollution-research-program
https://www.mec.ca/en/
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also working with the Metro Vancouver and Capital regional districts to see how 

wastewater treatment and filtration can be improved. Attention to the issue has “really 

exploded” over the last five years, he said. “This is a really interesting part of the 

research we’re doing because we’re talking to groups and stakeholders, people from 

different sectors and industries and without exemption we’re running into concerns,” 

said Ross. “There are school children asking us what can be done, there are 

homeowners asking us that question and Metro Vancouver and the Capital Regional 

District are wondering the same thing, as is industry. It’s getting into the global 

consciousness of politicians. “So I think that bodes well but there is work to do.” That 

work involves looking at every step of a microfibre’s journey, from washing machine 

to ocean. The first step is to use industrial-grade washing machines to find out how 

much fibre certain types of garments shed. Then the team studies how much of those 

fibres get past the water treatment system. 

Finally, the team collects seawater samples from dozens of stations along the West 

Coast and takes those back to the lab in Vancouver. Researchers then study the 

samples under microscopes, identifying and documenting how many microfibers are 

found in the ocean. At each step, individual fibres are extracted and run through the 

same kind of scanner used by forensic investigators – to pinpoint the source of paint 

chips and other evidence at crime scenes – to positively identify the material and see 

how the fibres have changed structurally along the way. “We want to know if that 

changes along the life course of a product, because if we’re in the ocean, we need to 

know how that product has changed going back to its source,” said Ross. With a better 

understanding of microfibers and buy-in from industry and government, Ross hopes 

“we can help turn off the tap” on this increasing source of pollution. 

Taking action: Elaine Leung 

Doing something to protect oceans from a rising tide of risks seems daunting, but one 

Vancouver woman has made it her goal to harness the power of individual and 

community action. Marine biologist Elaine Leung has spent 15 years researching 

endangered species around the world, only to see many of those animals go extinct 

during her career. “I realized that conservation action doesn’t always happen when 

you’re talking to governments, the rate of change is just too slow,” Leung told Metro. 

“I believe so strongly in the power of individual action to make positive change that I 

decided to focus on that.” Leung is a core volunteer for the Vancouver chapter of the 

Surfrider Foundation, helping organize monthly beach clean ups and leading its 

microplastic awareness campaign. She also started the Sea Smart program, which goes 

http://www.vancouverbc.surfrider.org/
https://squareup.com/store/seasmart
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into public schools to teach children about ocean health. Sea Smart also runs after-

school programs and outdoor summer camps at the beach, reaching hundreds of 

students Grade 1 to 4 every year. Through these grassroots initiatives, Leung can reach 

a public that often doesn’t know how laundry impacts the environment. “I would say 

the vast majority of people are still not aware [of microfabric pollution]. But we all 

know that it’s just not possible to completely reduce all these synthetic fibres in our 

products,” she said. “There are many ways to tackle this and I often think the way 

forward is for everyone to work together, recognize that we all contribute to the 

problem and take ownership of the actions we can take to help.” Her most receptive 

audience tends to be her youngest. “I tell kids there are all these different things 

affecting the oceans but the good news is there is something you can do about it, it 

doesn’t matter if you’re six years old or an adult,” she told Metro. “Parents tell me the 

kids go back home and are so excited to share what they’ve learned that they start 

teaching the parents.” One girl was so moved she asked family and friends to donate 

to whale conservation instead of buying her gifts on her birthday, Leung said. “It’s 

amazing how quickly these kids, once they’re interested in the topic, can embrace it 

and become environmental champions,” she said. “I always tell them, ‘You guys are 

the hope for the future of our planet.’ This is why our mission is to get kids excited 

about our oceans and environment. I see how much potential impact they can have.” 

What you can do to cut down on microfibre pollution 

• Avoid unnecessary laundry. Remember that clothing doesn’t need to be washed every 

time it’s worn. Conserve water by waiting until there is a big load that needs washing. 

• Look into aftermarket solutions. There are special filters available that promise to 

capture microfibres in washer affluent. A cheaper alternative is a product like the 

Guppy Friend, a washing bag for synthetic clothing that prevents microfibres from 

being washed away with water during a cycle. 

• Look for clothing with organic fibres, which are more likely to break down in the 

environment and are less harmful to wildlife. If that’s not possible, buy the highest-

quality clothing possible, as it will generally last longer and shed less. 

Source: www.metronews.ca, 21 April 2017 

 

http://www.metronews.ca/news/vancouver/2017/04/20/how-clothes-pollute-oceans-with-microfibres.html
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Ireland should ban Microbeads, says top Marine Biologist 

The Government must lead by example and ban plastic microbeads rather than wait 

for an EU-wide agreement to protect our seas, a leading marine biologist has said. 

Minister for Local Government Simon Coveney said earlier this year that he would 

prohibit cosmetics, toothpastes and other products containing the beads, calling 

microplastic pollution one of the most significant marine environmental challenges of 

the 21st century. The minister warned that their tiny size and shape meant billions of 

microbeads were being washed into our rivers, lakes and seas each year, but he 

stopped short of calling for a blanket ban, saying that microplastics had legitimate uses 

in medical and veterinary pharmaceuticals. Microbeads are tiny pellets of plastic often 

found in face scrubs, toothpastes, exfoliants and detergents. As they tend to pass 

through water-filtration systems they often end up in the food chain of marine 

mammals, fish and crustaceans. Every time we wash our face with a cleanser or scrub 

containing microbeads between 5,000 and 100,000 of them are washed down the 

drain. The beads are just one of the many types of plastic litter creeping into our oceans 

and killing an estimated 100,000 marine mammals and up to a million seabirds every 

year. 

Public consultation 

The public consultation that Mr Coveney launched in February has attracted more 

than 3,000 contributions; the Department of Housing says it will publish the findings 

at “a later date”. It has also said it was examining similar prohibitions in the United 

States and Canada and plans under development in France and the UK. Marine 

biologists say the use of microbeads must end as soon as possible. Dr David Santillo, a 

Greenpeace scientist and honorary biosciences research fellow at the University of 

Exeter, says that it remains unclear how many products include the pellets and that a 

blanket ban is the only solution. “Dealing with microbeads is very simple – they can 

be replaced with more biodegradable natural materials – but something needs to 

happen as soon as possible,” he said. “It’s remarkable that anyone thought it was 

sensible and sustainable to put these plastics into products in the first place. It’s very 

hard for consumers to tell whether their products contain microbeads. The labelling 

tends to be unclear, so even if people are keen to avoid them it’s difficult.” 

Dr Santillo said some in the cosmetics industry want a minimum threshold, whereby 

microbeads under a certain size can still be used. “This is really inadvisable. Some of 

these microbeads are very small, but there is no scientific evidence that they will be 

http://www.irishtimes.com/search/search-7.1213540?tag_location=United%20States&article=true
http://www.irishtimes.com/search/search-7.1213540?tag_location=United%20States&article=true
http://www.irishtimes.com/search/search-7.1213540?tag_location=Canada&article=true
http://www.irishtimes.com/search/search-7.1213540?tag_location=France&article=true
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any less harmful.” He added that he found it “hard to believe” that there was no 

alternative to microbeads in medical and veterinary pharmaceuticals. “What this is 

about is dealing with the hundreds of thousands of consumer products being used 

every day across Ireland, which add up to billions of microbeads. Someone has to take 

the lead. Why not the Irish Government? If the environment is so important to Ireland 

there’s no reason why they shouldn’t be leading with this.” 

Industry response 

The Irish Cosmetics, Detergent & Allied Products Association said that voluntary 

action taken since 2015 by the European cosmetics industry had proved extremely 

effective and claimed an 82 per cent drop in the use of microbeads between 2012 and 

2015. It added that manufacturers plan to remove all plastic microbeads from rinse-

off cosmetics by 2020 and that any ban must be aligned with international legislation 

to avoid “disadvantaging the Irish industry” .La Daana Kanhai, a PhD candidate at 

Galway-Mayo Institute of Technology who is researching the impact of plastic debris 

on oceans, said the pellets’ removal from hygiene products will not affect people’s daily 

lives. “You don’t need microbeads in these cosmetic products, because they can be 

replaced with natural items, like the kernels of apricots.” 

Allowing billions of microbeads to filter through our water systems every day is 

severely affecting the food supply of marine wildlife, and some species of fish and 

crustaceans are at serious risk, according to Ms Kanhai. She added that microbeads 

are just a small part of the microplastics problem and that a ban would be only a first 

step in protecting the marine environment. “The majority of plastics we’re finding in 

the ocean are fibres,” she said. “These are coming from our clothes, fleeces and 

polyesters and passing through our washing machines. Countries cannot wait for one 

another to act. We each have a role to play in stopping these plastics destroying our 

oceans.” 

Source: www.irishtimes.com, 26 April 2017 

 

 

 

 

http://www.irishtimes.com/search/search-7.1213540?tag_location=Ireland&article=true
http://www.irishtimes.com/search/search-7.1213540?tag_organisation=Allied%20Products%20Association&article=true
http://www.irishtimes.com/news/environment/ireland-should-ban-microbeads-says-top-marine-biologist-1.3061093
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Donald Trump administration must help India strengthen its military, 

says US expert 

The Trump administration must continue the transformation of US-India ties and help 

New Delhi strengthen its military specially in the Indian Ocean as China poses a major 

challenge to the American national security interest in the region, a US expert said on 

Tuesday. The importance of strong US-India ties goes beyond merely abstract 

geopolitical balancing today and is in fact increasingly an operational imperative, 

Ashley Tellis from the Carnegie Endowment for International Relations told members 

of the Senate Armed Services Committee during a hearing. 

The Trump administration must continue the transformation of US-India relations 

undertaken by its two immediate predecessors because India is a vital element in the 

Asian balance of power and, along with Japan, remains one of the key bookends for 

managing the rise of China," Tellis said in his testimony before the Senate Armed 

Services Committee on the Asia Pacific region. With the increasing Chinese naval 

presence in the Indian Ocean since at least 2008 and the likelihood of its acquiring 

"logistical facilities" in Djibouti and Gwader, Chinese naval operations — which are 

likely to be eventually supported by new anti-access and area denial capabilities based 

out of southwestern China and oriented toward aiding interdiction activities in the 

northern Indian Ocean — could one day interfere with US naval movements from the 

Persian Gulf or from Diego Garcia into the Pacific, he warned. 

As such, closer US-Indian cooperation in regard to surveillance of Chinese naval 

actions in the Indian Ocean is highly desirable. "Both Washington and New Delhi have 

now agreed to cooperate in tracking Chinese submarine operations in the area, and 

both nations should discuss the possibilities of enhanced mutual access for transitory 

rotations of maritime patrol aircraft. "In general, US policy should move toward 

confirming a commitment to building up India's military capabilities so as to enable it 

to independently defeat any coercive stratagems China may pursue along New Delhi's 

landward and maritime frontiers, thereby easing the burdens on Washington's 

'forward defence' posture in other parts of the IndoPacific," he said. 

GEOPOLITICS 
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Tellis told lawmakers that most of America's allies and friends in the region, including 

the smaller states of Southeast Asia, desire to protect their own strategic autonomy 

vis-a-vis China. They often lack the critical military capabilities necessary to produce 

that outcome independently; however, they are open to working with the US to balance 

the rise of Chinese power so long as Washington is seen to be consistently engaged and 

temperate in its policies, he said. "The stronger regional states, such as Japan and 

India, will in fact balance China independently of the US," Tellis added. 

Source: www.firstpost.com, 26 April 2017 

‘Forget aircraft carriers, focus on economy’, Chinese media mocks India  

It is also hoping to build 10 more bases for the six carriers around “friendly” countries 

in every continent, state media reported on Friday (21 April). DALIAN, China-

Construction of China’s first domestically manufactured aircraft carrier appears to be 

nearly complete. The PLA added that China has already deployed 100 patrol boats and 

jet fighters to patrol key areas in a bid to safeguard the mainland’s maritime interests. 

“China’s construction of its first aircraft carrier is a result of economic development”, 

the article said. The PLA Daily said that the goal of the enlarged carrier fleet would be 

to enable the PLA (N) to “break through” the first island chain (Japan, Taiwan and the 

Philippines) to exert its power in the Western Pacific. 

It is believed to be joining the South Sea Fleet, which is in charge of the South China 

Sea, where China has territorial disputes with other nations over islands and reefs. It 

was commissioned into the Chinese Navy in September 2012. It would begin service 

with the PLA Navy by 2020. The PLA (N) now has about a dozen fighter pilots trained 

to operate from the deck of its sole flat-top, the Soviet-built ski jump carrier Liaoning. 

China was looking to station the vessel at a base near the strategic worldwide 

waterways in a bid to increase its military capabilities as well as its readiness to deal 

with what the Chinese media calls “complicated situations”. China will soon finish 

building its second aircraft carrier, Type 001A. The Liaoning has been redesigned from 

an older Russian model, the Varyag. According to announcements from China’s 

Ministry of National Defense and local media reports, the size and shape of the new 

ship are nearly the same as the Liaoning, but improvements have been incorporated 

throughout the vessel, and the aircraft-loading capacity will also increase. 

Source: normangeestar.net, 24 April 2017 

http://www.firstpost.com/world/donald-trump-administration-must-help-india-strengthen-its-military-says-us-expert-3404802.html
http://normangeestar.net/2017/04/24/forget-aircraft-carriers-focus-on-economy-chinese-media-mocks-india/
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India, US can do a lot together in Southeast Asia: Magsamen 

 India and the US can do a lot together at the strategic level in South and Southeast 

Asia by building capacity of their partners, a former top Pentagon official has said. 

"Practically speaking with the Indians, we could be doing a lot more in Southeast Asia 

together and South Asia," Kelly Magsamen, the former US Principal Deputy Assistant 

Secretary of Defence for Asian and Pacific Security Affairs told members of the 

powerful Senate Armed Services Committee during a Congressional hearing on the 

Asia Pacific region.  "In particular, our building capacity of our partners.  

The Indians have taken a recent interest in getting more engaged in the Asia-Pacific, 

it's part of (Prime Minister Narendra) Modi's Act East," she said responding to a 

question during her testimony at the Hill.  There is more coordination that the US and 

India can do at the strategic level, in terms of finding ways to build capacity of the 

Southeast Asian partners and South Asia, she said. "As a way to check Chinese 

ambitions a little bit, also more cooperation in the Indian Ocean region for sure, of 

course historically that's been India's space," the former Pentagon official said.  "I 

think there's more the United States and India can do together in that area, as well. 

We have a very successful exercise called Malabar that we do with India...we invite the 

Japanese... We should really try to press the Indians to also include allies, like 

Australia into that exercise, Magsamen said.  The more the two countries can work 

together, the better, she said.  "There is more ways that we can speak together with a 

common voice about the importance of the rules-based order together, said the former 

Pentagon official. 

Source: www.dnaindia.com, 26 April 2017 

 

Former Pentagon official says India "biggest strategic opportunity" for the 

US 

A former official of the Pentagon has described India as the "biggest strategic 

opportunity" for the US, and in order to achieve better cooperation, stressed upon the 

need for ambition and “mutual flexibility” between the two countries. Kelly 

Magsamen, the former US principal deputy assistant secretary of defence for Asian 

and pacific security affairs said "I would say the biggest strategic opportunity is India," 

in a Congressional hearing on Asia Pacific region. "The US and India increasingly share 

a common strategic outlook on the Asia Pacific, especially a mutual concern over 

http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-india-us-can-do-a-lot-together-in-southeast-asia-magsamen-2416671
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Chinese military modernisation and adventurism, but the question here is, can we 

reach a new level of cooperation to place limits on Chinese ambition? "I believe it is 

possible, but only if the United States and India together persist in overcoming the 

suspicions of the past and build stronger habits of actual cooperation. And this is going 

to require the US and Indian systems, which are not naturally compatible, to 

demonstrate mutual flexibility as well as ambition”, she added. Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi’s policy ‘Act East’ seems to be strategic and very compatible with US 

rebalance. "But more importantly, we share common values as the world's two largest 

democracies and as well as a culture of innovation and entrepreneurship. In many 

ways, we are natural partners," she said. 

Even Ashton Carter, former US defence secretary described India as "Major Defence 

Partner" of the US. This gives India a unique status in terms of sharing technology and 

defence trade. "I was pleased to see National Security Adviser LTG HR McMaster 

recently reaffirm the US-India Strategic Partnership and specifically our defence 

cooperation with India. It is essential that we sustain the momentum," Magsamen 

said. 

In order to prevent bureaucracies from hampering the chance of progress, the top 

leadership from both countries need to push for growth. "I found that we often stand 

in our own way. But India also has to demonstrate that it is prepared to let go of its old 

fears. The US does not seek an actual alliance, nor should we, but we do seek a 

meaningful partnership that benefits us too," she said. "Our strategic partnership will 

reach its value limits in the defence realm, if we cannot build practical habits of 

cooperation. For example, we need to operate and exercise more together and with 

others, facilitate more exchanges of our military personnel, and regularise our defence 

dialogues at every level," Magsamen added. 

Source: www.timesnow.tv, 26 April 2017 
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Pivot, Rebalance, Et Cetera: What Next? The Future of US Engagement in 

Asia 

-S Misra 

Apropos the US ‘Pivot to Asia’, “The future of politics will be decided in Asia, not 

Afghanistan or Iraq, and the United States will be right at the center of the action,” 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton had announced in February 2011, when she had 

presented the Barack Obama administration’s strategy towards the Asia Pacific.1 

However, come 2017 and mid-March saw the US ‘Pivot to Asia,’ or ‘Rebalance’2 or 

‘Pivot to the Pacific’3 being declared dead. The US Assistant Secretary of State for East 

Asian and Pacific Affairs, Susan Thornton, discussing US Secretary of State Rex 

Tillerson’s inaugural trip to Asia in a press conference, said on March 13, 2017, “On 

the issue of pivot, rebalance, et cetera, that was a word that was used to describe the 

Asia policy in the last administration. I think you can probably expect that this 

administration will have its own formulation and it hasn’t actually, we haven’t seen in 

detail what the formulation will be or if there even will be a formulation.” 

The Pivot and the Trans-Pacific Partnership  

The US Pivot to Asia was a major policy initiative of former US President Obama which 

was a strategic rebalance effort by shifting US diplomatic and military resources 

towards Asia. The economic undertone to this was the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) 

which would link 12 Pacific Rim nations that accounted for 40% of world trade.5 The 

‘rebalance’ had been spoken of as the most effective counterbalance to Beijing’s 

growing influence and assertiveness. While reassuring its allies and partners, the 

rebalance, while keeping China in check, also imposed a ‘strategic cost’ on it. 

 China’s view was that the rebalance was a means to contain it and simultaneously 

maintain US preeminence in the region; a strategic tool one could say to hold back 

China’s rise. Washington on the other hand had maintained that the rebalance 

increased regional security and economic prosperity for all. 

The East China Sea and the South China Sea have been of late witnessing regular 

‘happenings,’ whether on water or within the shorelines of the countries involved i.e. 

China, Japan, North Korea, the Philippines, etc. So, what next then? The United States 

despite quitting the ‘Pivot to Asia’ have definitely not quit the area – neither in terms 

of the projection of hard power or of soft power. While one of the first acts of the Trump 
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administration was to withdraw the US from the Trans-Pacific Partnership, a trade 

pact that incidentally the previous US administration believed would strengthen US 

leadership in Asia,8 the US is obviously not letting its commitment to Asia take a 

backseat. 

However, mere declaration of intent is not enough to have the same effect as actions. 

For the United States to show resolve in maintaining its preeminence in Asia it has to 

have the ability to back its policies with not just power projection- but power projection 

that is sustainable. For any fleeting show of arms - and speaking of arms i.e. in tandem 

with the use of economic and diplomatic power - will not demonstrate the same resolve 

as one with the capability of long term commitment. With or without the ‘Pivot to Asia’ 

having been abandoned, the US will still need to have a sufficient number of seafaring 

vessels in place to build the kind of confidence that it wants Asia to look towards the 

US for. So, while abandoning the ‘pivot,’ is the US 2018 defense budget any indicator 

of things to come? 

A Bigger Fleet? 

 In September 2016, the then US Defense Secretary Ash Carter spoke of launching a 

new phase of the ‘rebalance’- that of increasing funding for the US Coast Guard and 

increasing Foreign Military Financing for the ten countries that form the ASEAN 

security collective. However, with the change in administration and of its priorities, 

the US Coast Guard and the Foreign Military Funding appear to be heading for cuts. 

On March 16, 2017, US President Donald Trump unveiled the Pentagon’s fiscal 2018 

(FY2018) budget proposal. The President’s fiscal budget requested for USD 639 bn in 

funding for the Pentagon, an increase of USD 52 bn from the 2017 level of USD 587 

bn. The proposal included USD 574 bn for the base budget and USD 65 bn for Overseas 

Contingency Operations.10 This is the largest increase since President Ronald 

Reagan’s military build-up of the 1980’s.11 The US budget intends to facilitate funding 

for a stepped up fight against 3 ISIS, enhance troop readiness and build new ships and 

planes.12 The United States Navy has 274 ships.13 Analysts in general agree that there 

is an urgent need for the US Navy to increase its fleet size and reduce the pressure on 

the Navy given that they appear to be stretched. However, it is not clear yet what this 

figure will be. The figure put forth by the US Navy is 355 ships, the latest as per the 

new Force Structure Assessment completed in December 2016.14 The Trump 

administration on the other hand has often stated 350 as the number including two 

new aircraft carriers.15 America incidentally accounts for more than half of the world’s 
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18 active aircraft carriers and while no specifics have been given for the requirement 

for new carriers, they would take years to build.16 Senator John McCain, the Chairman 

of the US Armed Services Committee has said that the plans to increase the fleet to 355 

ships by 2022 was “unrealistic” but that the Navy could have an increase of 59 ships in 

that timeframe, including five fast attack submarines, five fleet oilers, two amphibious 

ships, two undersea surveillance ships, and one aircraft carrier. He also said that the 

marines could add 3000 troops a year to reach 200,000 by 2022 with a further scope 

for increase.17 However, apart from the funding issues it appears that the US 

shipbuilding industrial base will not be able to meet the projections. 

The Asian Conundrum  

With tensions ratcheting up in the East and South China Seas, along with the new 

Trump administration determined to show its resolve, the United States will have to 

make the best use of diplomacy along with flexing its economic might if it wants to 

sustain and develop its interests in the Western Pacific – Indian Ocean region. As far 

as diplomacy goes, the job of the America’s top diplomat, Secretary of State Rex 

Tillerson, is an unenviable one. While Beijing has cheered the March 2017 visit of the 

US Secretary as a diplomatic win,19 and with the Trump-Xi visit going better than 

could be expected in the present global scenario, it hasn’t made the diplomat’s job 

easier as the preponderance of North Korea remains the numero uno challenge for the 

United States. Despite the recent ‘diversion’ of Syria, North Korea continues to be in 

US crosshairs. And this is where the importance of the US Navy comes to the fore. 

Because diplomacy apart this is the most efficacious means that the US have, to back 

up their Asia policies. Following North Korea’s test firing of a medium range ballistic 

missile from its eastern port of Sinpo into the Sea of Japan on April 05, the US declared 

on April 09, 2017, that a US Navy Strike Group would be moving to the Korean 

Peninsula. The strike group comprises the USS Carl Vinson – a Nimitz-class aircraft 

carrier, two guided missile destroyers and a guided missile cruiser. The strike group 

also has the 4 capability to intercept ballistic missiles. Experts opine that North Korea 

might conduct more tests and that it may even test an intercontinental ballistic missile. 

While North Korea has hit out at the US Navy Strike Group move21 and upped the 

ante in an already tense situation, the move by the US is an evidentiary show of US 

commitment to the region and an indication of sorts of US President Trump’s recent 

statement “If China is not going to solve North Korea, we will.”22 President Trump’s 

ordering of a missile strike on Syria late on April 06 – during the visit of Chinese 

President Xi Jinping to the US23 was a clear indication of US resolve under the Trump 
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administration to both China and North Korea. It also was a signal to allies Japan and 

South Korea that US involvement in the region was likely to gather steam rather than 

a lessening post ‘pivot’. 

What Next?  

While the US Navy Strike Group sails on to the Korean peninsula it would be pertinent 

to note that US Naval presence in Asia is still a force to reckon with, notwithstanding 

how US plans for their naval forces with respect to Asia pan out. The end of the pivot 

does not mean that US Naval presence will reduce or wane in importance. On this note 

it would do well to remember the Cooperation Afloat Readiness and Training or 

‘CARAT’ series of exercises that the US Navy conducts in Asian waters.24 CARAT is a 

bilateral exercise series between the US Navy, US Marine Corps and the armed forces 

of nine partner nations in South and Southeast Asia, including Bangladesh, Brunei, 

Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines Singapore, Thailand and Timor-Leste. 

CARAT Brunei 2016 was held in November 2016.25 Pivot or not, with US defense cuts 

being removed and a United States Navy build up on the cards, one could take 

guidance on likely US policy in Asia from what the US Assistant Secretary of State for 

East Asian and Pacific affairs had to say last month when she spoke on ‘pivot, 

rebalance et cetera’: “We’re going to remain active and engaged in Asia. The Asian 

economy is very important for US prosperity and growth so we’ll be there working on 

fair and free trade issues; working on regional security challenges, such as North 

Korea, and continue to press for a rules-based, constructive, peaceful, stable order in 

Asia.”  

The ‘Pivot to Asia’ was the keystone of the Obama administration eight years ago, with 

the Trans-Pacific Partnership trade agreement at the heart of it and ‘underpinning a 

mesh of American security alliances.’ 27 Notwithstanding Assistant Secretary Susan 

Thornton’s remarks last month, the US needs to now declare a policy and clearly signal 

its intent to its Asian allies. With China’s slogan of the ‘new model of great power 

relations’ by which China 5 signals its hopes for an Asian sphere of influence, 28 a new 

US policy, while being reassuring to its allies would also have to maintain a balance 

with China. There is a view, that the abandonment of the Trans-Pacific Partnership 

could lead to a leadership and security vacuum in the region. 

With the Western Pacific and Indian Ocean regions becoming increasingly joint with 

common and overlapping economic and security concerns, the US needs to 

incorporate what one could call ‘affordable actions,’ which would in essence address 



Page 55 of 64 
 

all the stakeholders on the economic, diplomatic and security fronts; without putting 

itself in an invidious position. While US interests in the region are likely to remain 

largely much the same it is the architecture that is likely to change. The resources that 

it would require to balance its interests in today’s geopolitical environment are 

definitely going to see an increase and that is where the expansion of the US Naval fleet 

will come in. What is going to be of essence is how the new administration decides to 

go about it. But with the Trump administration it’s still early days, and going by the 

first 100 days it wouldn’t be too much out of place if US policy makers to Asia spring a 

surprise; and that too probably sooner than later. 

Source: maritimeindia.org, 19 April 2017 

 

Australian Prime Minister’s visit to India: An Assessment in the Maritime 

Context 

-Eshita Rudra 

India is trying to bolster its partnerships throughout the vast swathes of the maritime 

Indo-Pacific region. Owing to the recent emphasis on the maritime domain, India is 

reinvigorating existing partnerships, while forging new ones. India warming up ties 

with Australia is an example. 

 The Joint Statement released during Australian Prime Minister Malcolm 

Turnbull’s visit to New Delhi April 9-12, 2017 reflects the expansion of India’s 

maritime interests. The Joint Statement also reiterates the shared interests of India 

and Australia in “enhancing the regional cooperation in maintaining maritime safety 

and security” in the Indo-Pacific region. This article analyzes the Australian Prime 

Minister’s visit to India and its outcomes relating to the maritime domain. The article 

argues that the uncertainties about China’s perception of a maritime order is bringing 

India and Australia closer to strengthen the existing maritime security architecture 

that in a mutually favourable manner. 

It is pertinent to mention that India’s foreign policy engagement has become 

proactive under Prime Minister Modi, and India’s effort to strengthen relations with 

Australia is an example to substantiate that. In 2014, Indian Prime Minister Modi 

visited Australia. It was the first visit to Australia by an Indian PM in twenty eight 

http://maritimeindia.org/View%20Profile/636281684717898677.pdf
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years. Realizing the need to integrate Australia within India’s growth story, PM Modi 

clearly conveyed that Canberra “will not be at the periphery” anymore. The new PM of 

Australia Malcolm Turnbull, within a year and a half of his assuming office, visited 

New Delhi to mark the newfound continuity in bilateral relations. 

 The Joint Statement released this year delineates a framework of cooperation 

for India and Australia in the context of Indo-Pacific for the coming years. There is a 

marked difference in this Joint Statement, compared to the preceding Joint 

Statements released in the years 2009 and 2014. In 2009, during Prime Minister 

Kevin Rudd’s visit, the Joint Statement focussed on issues like education, culture and 

sports along with cooperation on energy, water security and climate change. In 2014, 

during Modi’s visit, a framework for security cooperation was introduced, but the Joint 

Statement did not mention any specific area. Nevertheless, it indicated a stronger 

collaboration between India and Australia was forthcoming. In this years’ Joint 

Statement, a strong component of maritime security cooperation is distinct and 

conspicuous. Australia and India in recent years have cooperated in various aspects 

like cooperation at the regional multilateral institutions such as East Asia Summit 

(EAS), Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) as well asbilateral exercises between the 

two navies. The first bilateral maritime exercise AUSINDEX was held in the Bay of 

Bengal in 2015, and both sides agreed to conduct it again in the first half of 2018 near 

Western Australia. Also, for the first time, the two sides agreed to conduct a combined 

army exercise in 2018. Although the visit failed to reach a Comprehensive Economic 

Cooperation Agreement (CECA), the growing maritime security cooperation is 

evident. It underscores the growing trust between the two countries.  This may 

eventually lead to an economic cooperation as well.  

A few major developments have act as a catalyst to India-Australia bonhomie. 

The Joint Statement laid a greater emphasis on a rule based maritime security regime. 

It was agreed that maintaining stability and security in the Indo-Pacific is fundamental 

to growth and prosperity of both the countries and region. The Joint Statement 

mentions the need to maintain a maritime legal order based on the 1982 United 

Nations Convention of the Law of Sea (UNCLOS) stressing on“freedom of navigation, 

unimpeded lawful commerce, as well as resolving maritime disputes by peaceful 

means in accordance with international law including UNCLOS”. 

Although there was no explicit mention of South China Sea, it is not difficult to 

comprehend that the Joint Statement was propelled by the uncertainty about China’s 

intentions in the semi-enclosed sea. In July 2016, the Permanent Court of Arbitration 
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announced itsruling on the Philippines’ case vs China relating to latter’s territorial 

claims in the South China Sea. China however, dismissed the tribunal’s verdict. China’s 

land reclamation and military activities in South China Sea islandscan be a challenge 

for sea-borne commerce. Over 55 percent of India’s trade passes through the South 

China Sea. Experts in Australia fear a US$5 trillion meltdown, if global trade flows are 

disrupted due to the disputes. Therefore, maintaining an unimpeded sea-borne trade 

flow is crucial for both Canberra and New Delhi. 

The growing regional tensions due to the unresolved maritime territorial 

disputes between China and its maritime neighbours in the South China Sea can have 

serious implications towards the security of the international shipping lanes (ISL). 

Australia is an island nation and exclusively dependent on a stable maritime order in 

the region. Therefore, despite Canberra’s conscious effort to limit the differences with 

its largest trading partner, South China Sea issue will shape the future foreign policy 

choices of Australia.  

Lately, india-china bilateral relations have remained tenuous over various 

issues. Beijing issued a series of warnings to new delhi with regard to dalai lama’s visit 

to arunachal pradesh. Xi jinping’s announcement of china pakistan economic corridor 

(cpec) and construction of projects through pok is another major irritant0 The 

disregard for india’s sovereignty and attempts to isolate india in its neighbourhood has 

compelled new delhi to further its outreach off the eastern sea board by forging new 

partnerships such as the one with australia.  

China is one major factor but non-traditional security concerns are equally 

relevant to the national interests of both the countries. For Australia, the asylum 

seekers or the ‘boat people’ is major security issue. Piracy at sea can become an acute 

challenge for India and Australia. East Asia Summit Maritime Security Conferences 

have been conducted in 2015 at Goa and 2016 in Sydney by India and Australia 

respectively to raise maritime domain awareness. Given the significance of marine 

resources for economic growth and social development in the coming decades, the 

Joint Statement had acknowledged the need for a sustainable development of marine 

resources and cooperation in development of blue economy.  

The scope of India-Australia partnership has significant potential, provided the 

words of the Joint Statement are corroborated with fruitful actions. The two might 

enhance maritime security cooperation with Southeast Asian nations. For example, 

capacity building of the maritime forces of Vietnam and Philippines could effectively 

http://www.mea.gov.in/rajya-sabha.htm?dtl/27229/QUESTION+NO2014+INDIAS+INTEREST+IN+SOUTH+CHINA+SEA+REGION
http://www.ibtimes.com.au/south-china-sea-dispute-possible-7-trillion-meltdown-australias-export-industry-1537026
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correct the existing military imbalances. India and Australia can initiate a trilateral 

dialogue with Indonesia. It is also necessary for India to balance its increasing 

maritime security cooperation along with equally strong economic cooperation with 

Australia. The political leaderships of both sides are coming out of past inhibitions that 

had prevented cooperation between two major maritime powers of Indian Ocean. 

Australia and India might have different strategies to cope up with their 

challenges, but a perceived challenge from China in the South China Sea has been a 

major push factor to consolidate their converging interests. Maintaining an 

uninterrupted sea-borne trade flow will require India and Australia to synergize their 

actions in the region. ‘Indo-Pacific’ as a geopolitical terminology has gained 

momentum among strategic circles in Australia and India, the apex political 

leadership of both the countries, and has begun reinvigorating the concept. 

Source: maritimeindia.org, 21 April 2017 

 

ASEAN nations nudge closer to South China Sea code of conduct  

  

South-east Asian nations and China are edging closer to an agreement that aims to 

lessen tensions over the flashpoint waters of the South China Sea.Regional leaders 

meeting in Manila starting on Friday will exclude references to China's militarisation 

of seven artificial islands in the disputed waters, according to the draft of a statement 

to be released by Philippine president Rodrigo Duterte. China has built runways, 

hangars and placed radars and surface-to-air missiles on seven islands in defiance of 

the 10-member Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN), which last year 

issued a statement emphasising the importance of "non-militarisation and self-

restraint in the conduct of all activities, including land reclamation." 

China claims almost the entire South China Sea, where about $US5 trillion of trade 

passes each year, while parts are also claimed by the Philippines, Malaysia, Brunei, 

Taiwan and Vietnam. 

Carlyle Thayer, an expert on the South China Sea from University of New South Wales' 

Australian Defence Force Academy, said China and ASEAN could agree on the ground 

rules or "framework" for a Code of Conduct in the South China Sea by June, while a 

http://maritimeindia.org/View%20Profile/636283345468471368.pdf
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formal agreement will take longer, possibly spilling over until 2018. "As long as 

diplomatic momentum continues China will slow its militarisation and consolidation 

and control of its artificial islands," he said. Professor Thayer said China has agreed to 

co-operate with ASEAN in part because of diplomatic pressure from some ASEAN 

states but also Mr Duterte has "also played a big part." Mr Duterte, the firebrand 

former mayor of southern Davao City, has revived his country's economic and 

diplomatic ties with China and sought to recast relations with the US, its long-time 

ally, since taking office last year. The shift comes despite that some influential military 

figures, diplomats and powerful politicians in the Philippines continue to view China 

with deep suspicion and believe their country should maintain close security ties with 

the US. 

Chairing the two-day Manila summit, Mr Duterte is expected to push for a speeding 

up of negotiations on a Code of Conduct, which rival claimants have failed to agree on 

for many years. Mr Duterte supports his country negotiating directly with China which 

Chinese leaders have been demanding. The president has not pushed a UN finding last 

year that the Philippines held exclusive sovereignty over its claimed areas of the 

waters. China refused to recognise the case and insists its activities on the islands are 

for defence purposes and are taking place in its sovereign waters. Not all Filipinos are 

happy with Duterte's handling of the issue. "Everyone is now watching the Philippines, 

we expect China to send its message to Southeast Asian countries through Duterte," 

a  former government official involved in foreign policy told Reuters. "We are now 

acting like China's lackey." Professor Thayer said China is also capitalising on the 

Trump administration's preoccupation with North Korea and its "blindness towards 

Asia. "The Washington Post reports that almost 100 days into his administration 

President Trump has so far failed to install Asia policy officials in several key posts 

across his government, hampering strategic development and slowing relationship-

building ties with key allies in the region. Prime minister Malcolm Turnbull is 

scheduled to meet Mr Trump in the US next week.  

Source: www.smh.com.au, 27 April 2017 

 

China's Newest Aircraft Carrier Should Worry India 

 The launch of China's second aircraft carrier, expected as soon as this week, will be an 

important and depressing moment for India. The "Type 001A" -- likely to be named 

the "Shandong" -- will give China an edge for the first time in the carrier race with its 

http://www.smh.com.au/world/asean-nations-nudge-closer-to-south-china-sea-code-of-conduct-20170427-gvtgmr.html
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Asian rival, a literal two-to-one advantage. After decommissioning the INS Viraat 

earlier this year, the Indian Navy is down to a single carrier, INS Vikramaditya. Worse, 

the Shandong has been built at China's own giant shipyard at Dalian; Vikramaditya is 

merely a repurposed 1980s-era Russian carrier formerly known as the Admiral 

Gorshkov. 

 

Even more telling than the raw numbers is what China's progress says about India's 

ability to provide security in its own backyard. Chinese naval strategists have open 

designs on the Indian Ocean: According to one, "China needs two carrier strike groups 

in the West Pacific Ocean and two in the Indian Ocean." The government of Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi has talked a great deal about revitalizing the Indian military; 

it's opened the defense sector up to greater foreign investment and is building a much-

closer relationship with the U.S. military, largely with China in mind. But spending 

has lagged. Worse, successive governments simply don't seem to have thought through 

where best to direct those scarce resources. 

For its part, the Indian Navy has gone all-in on a strategy that emphasizes carrier battle 

groups. The idea is that India must dominate the ocean that bears its name and needs 

carriers in order to project power well beyond its shores. As a result, it wasted far too 

much time and treasure on the Admiral Gorshkov, which arrived from Russia six years 

late and at three times the cost that had initially been promised. 

Its efforts to develop a homegrown carrier have been even more misbegotten. The 

Navy plans to name, commission and float the INS Vikrant next year. At that point, 

the ship reportedly won't have its aviation complex in place, or even anti-aircraft 

missiles. The Navy has puzzlingly refused to buy India's indigenous light fighter, the 

Tejas, saying it's too heavy. Meanwhile, the MiG-29s being used instead are 

enormously troubled, according to India's government auditor; more than 60 percent 

of their engines were withdrawn from service or rejected in just four years. The Vikrant 

will only be properly combat-ready by 2023 -- eight years behind schedule. 

No one would expect India to match China's defense spending head-to-head. China's 

economy is four times the size of India's; not surprisingly, its defense budget is at least 

three times larger. But the People's Republic faces a parallel dilemma when 

confronting the U.S., whose military budget is about three times as big as China's. 

China has approached this disparity with a much clearer strategy in mind, as well as a 

far more rational evaluation of its relative strength. Rather than focusing on matching 
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America's carrier fleet, China first emphasized asymmetric weaponry such as ballistic 

missiles and submarines, a reflection of the Soviets' successful Cold War strategy. Only 

now -- as its interests and capabilities have grown -- is it pouring resources into  

developing carrier groups. 

By contrast, India's carrier-first strategy has drained the Navy of resources and left it 

with just 13 conventional submarines in service. Eleven of those are more than a 

quarter-century old. The two new ones, amazingly, were commissioned and sent out 

to wander the deep sea without their main armament, torpedoes. Nor has India tried 

to counter China's numerical superiority -- 70 to 15 -- in terms of submarines with 

specialized anti-submarine weaponry, including helicopters. The Indian fleet has less 

than 30 superannuated medium-sized anti-sub helicopters, the first of which was 

bought in 1971. 

India's problem isn't ultimately a shortage of money; it's a lack of forethought and 

political courage. Carriers are big and showy, and bolster national pride; diesel 

submarines don't, or at least not to the same degree. A more rational strategy for India 

-- and its peers in Asia and the Pacific Rim who fear China's growing military might -- 

would ensure that India's submarine fleet and its anti-submarine armaments are 

capable enough on their own to deter attempts to control the Indian Ocean, while 

closer ties with other navies fill in the gaps. 

That would require a clear-eyed appraisal of India's defense and economic capabilities 

and requirements -- a problem when India doesn't have an outline of its strategy on 

the lines of American or Chinese white papers, nor even a full-time defense minister. 

The Navy is fortunately starting to train more closely with the U.S. and other partners 

such as Japan, which should increase its effectiveness. But until it thinks harder about 

where its money should go, it's going to have a tricky time keeping China out of its 

backyard. 

 

Source: www.ndtv.com, 25 April 2017 
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China’s 12th National People’s Congress (Npc) 2017: matters ‘Maritime’ 

and ‘One Belt One Road’ 

-Dolma Tsering 

The fifth session of 12th NPC and China People’s Political Consultative Conference 

(CPPCC) was held from 3rd to 15th March in Beijing.  It commenced with the opening 

session that saw Premier Li Keqiang place his Work Report.Popularly called the Liang 

Hui (Two Sessions), the biggest but rather ‘rubber stamp’ national legislative and 

advisory body NPC and the CPPCC of the government discussed various issues 

including maritime and One Belt and One Road initiative (OBOR). The Work Report 

consisting of 42 pages predominantly focused on economic development of China. The 

last three pages covered issues related to ethnic minority, Hong Kong, Macau and 

Taiwan as well and commented on promoting national defence capability. For China, 

maintaining a stable economic growth rate of 6.5 percent is a major concern, given its 

implications for both the domestic stability and international affairs.  

Notably, this year’s Work Report has been more articulate in discussing issues such as 

national sovereignty, territorial integrity, maritime interests and rights. While 

highlighting the achievements of 2016 and what is to be done in 2017, the Chinese 

Premier explicitly stated that: “We are resolute in upholding China’s sovereignty, 

territorial integrity and maritime rights and interests”. Although there is no mention 

of any particular issue of concern, much emphasis has beenlaidon “strengthening 

maritime and air defence, as well as border control and necessary operations related 

to international peacekeeping, stability, countering terrorism and providing escort in 

high seas.” 

The above two statements are highly relevant to the disputes in the South China Sea 

and the East China Sea,  and the entities involved in the disputes. It is well known that 

maritime interests constitute the focal point of China’s current relations with the Asia 

Pacific countries amidst the increasing tensions in the Western Pacific rim. Therefore, 

the Premier’s statement on maritime and sovereignty issues implies that China’s 

maritime interests are gaining prominence in its diplomacy and preservation of its 

national interests. 

Recently, the Chinese government announced that the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) 

would be downsized to accommodate the increase in the strength of Marine Corps 
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from 20, 000 to 1, 00,000. This indicates a tectonic shift in its focus from protecting 

China’s periphery to maritime force protection. This development was driven by the 

growing Chinese interest overseas. Some of these corps would be stationed at facilities 

that China operates in Djibouti and Gwadar. 

The last year’s Work Report has failed to mention maritime issues. In comparison, this 

year’s Work Report addressed China’s maritimeinterest in same spirit as protecting 

sovereignty and territorial integrity. ‘Sovereignty’ and ‘territorial integrity’ is 

designated as China’s ‘core interest’, where limited flexibility exists for peaceful 

resolution of disputes, and the use (or the threat of use) of force is a more 

preponderant theme. 

One Belt and One Road (OBOR) was another widely debated issue at this year’s annual 

sessions. This initiative is considered necessary to further China’s economic 

development and growth, as it would expand the country’s economic footprint towards 

globalization. In comparison to the previous Work Report, the current edition is 

focused on specific programs. Besides strengthening the compatibility of customs 

clearance procedure, China aims to deepen the international industrial capacity,  

foster cooperation among OBOR countries and promote exports of Chinese 

equipment, technologies, standards and services.  

Through international industrial capacity and cooperation, China is trying to bring in 

investment from its trading partner like Japan, which has been declining in the last 

few years. The Premier argues that such an approach is an initiative to rebalance the 

world economy, and promote inclusive globalization; which would help in curtailing 

growing protectionism in Europe and America market. 

As a part of OBOR initiative, the government also aims to enhance the exchanges and 

cooperation in field of education, culture and tourism. After China’s bid to expand 

Confucian studies in the universities across the globe, the Chinese government is likely 

to facilitate more studies or student exchange programs through the OBOR. The City 

University of Hong Kong had already opened a research program on OBOR. The 

Chinese University of Hong Kong offers scholarships to the student from OBOR region 

to pursue a career with the University. Education is a novel element of the OBOR 

initiative. 
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 As announced in the Work Report, China is holding OBOR International Forum in 

May 2017. This initiative is described as “opening the page on a great new chapter of 

mutually beneficial cooperation.” The Chinese Foreign Minister, Wang Yi stated that 

the forum would have more than 20 Heads of States and Government, over 50 leaders 

of international organizations, 100 ministerial-level officials as well as over 1, 200 

delegates from across the globe. The OBOR is pitched as part of China’s effort to 

challenge the prevailing protectionism and unilateralism. The Chinese government is 

expecting to finalise certain projects at this upcoming Forum. By May 2017, OBOR 

forum could give China a rough idea on international interest and participation in this 

initiative to enable Beijing to review its OBOR strategy. 

Source: maritimeindia.org, 28 April 2017 

http://maritimeindia.org/View%20Profile/636289423421573965.pdf

