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South China Sea: FONOPS not enough, time for boots on the ground, active 

neutrality 

- Alex Calvo 

 

After a long wait, the US Navy resumed FON (Freedom of Navigation) operations in 

the South China Sea (last carried out in 2012) on 27 October, with USS Lassen sailing 

within 12 nautical miles of Subi and Mischief Reefs, and conducting actions 

incompatible with innocent passage, in order to make it clear Washington does not 

recognize any territorial waters arising from the artificial islands built by Beijing through 

reclamation on low-tide elevations. On the other hand, in line with long-standing 

American policy, the US also emphasized that it was not taking sides concerning the 

underlying territorial disputes, and that freedom of navigation operations were aimed 

at any excessive maritime claims, underlining this by also sailing through waters 

around features claimed by Vietnam and the Philippines. Commentary has focused on 

the need for further FON cruises, and on China’s response, including the possibility of 

Beijing declaring an ADIZ (Air Defense Identification Zone). 

 

Freedom of Navigation is indeed one of the pillars of both the post-war open economic 

system drawn up during the Second World War, and of the traditional American 

reliance on the ability to move troops by sea (in line with the British Empire, and its 

tandem Royal Navy – Indian Army). Therefore, contesting Chinese maritime claims is 

indeed an important policy goal, and furthermore one that should be shared by other 

maritime democracies. However, we must ask ourselves whether this is all. 

Furthermore, the time may have come to consider whether agnosticism on territorial 

claims is a sustainable policy, and whether the US can afford to see allies like the 

Philippines lose further territory to the PRC. 

 

Even if FON operations become a regular feature and China’s 

extensive reclamation work turns out to pose no obstacle to peace-time navigation by 

merchantmen and warships, we would be fooling ourselves if we thought that there is 

no price to pay for failing to confront Beijing.  

http://cimsec.org/a-few-notes-on-fonops-in-the-south-china-sea/19528
https://www.facebook.com/USSLASSEN/
http://amti.csis.org/subi-reef-tracker/
http://amti.csis.org/mischief-reef-tracker/
http://thediplomat.com/2015/10/after-months-of-waiting-us-finally-begins-freedom-of-navigation-patrols-near-chinas-man-made-islands/
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/10/28/us-southchinasea-usa-idUSKCN0SK2AC20151028
http://amti.csis.org/diplomacy-changes-construction-continues-new-images-of-mischief-and-subi-reefs/
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First of all, an extensive network of man-made islands could make it much more 

difficult to operate in the region in the event of hostilities. Second, by condoning the 

violent taking of contested territories, the principles enshrined in the UN charter and in 

UNSC Resolution 502 would risk becoming irrelevant. 

 

Concerning the latter, being neutral concerning territorial disputes can be interpreted 

in two ways. Up to now in the South China Sea it has meant Washington not 

supporting any competing claims. However, this is no longer enough. The Philippines’ 

marines have been making a heroic stand at BRP Sierra Madre, guarding Second 

Thomas Shoal (Ayungin Shoal / Ren’Ai Jiao) while surrounded by hostile ships bent 

on preventing their resupply. However, given the much larger forces available to 

China, this strategy may not be sustainable. Furthermore, despite an existing mutual 

defense treaty and growing capacity building assistance (also provided by Japan), 

Washington has de facto been signaling Beijing that the occupation of the Second 

Thomas Shoal would not be considered an attack on Filipino territory. This increases 

the risk of a miscalculation, should China come to believe that the US will stand on the 

sidelines in such a scenario. Mutual defense treaties are not of much use if restricted 

in their geographical scope. 

 

An alternative policy would be to embed USMC personnel in their Filipino 

counterparts, while explicitly announcing that despite still not taking sides on the 

ultimate issue of sovereignty, the US considered the Second Thomas Shoal (and 

other disputed territories currently under actual control by Manila) to fall within the 

purview of the US-Philippines Mutual Defense Treaty. American policy would then be 

to actively seek to prevent changes on the ground, including expelling Filipino military 

personnel from the Second Thomas Shoal, while still pressing for a mediated (or 

arbitrated) solution, in line with US support for the international arbitration bid currently 

under consideration by the Permanent Court of Arbitration.  

 

Preserving the status quo requires extensive work on the BRP Sierra Madre, or its 

replacement by another ship or structure. In other words, America would be moving 

from passive neutrality to active neutrality.  

 

 

http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/RESOLUTION/GEN/NR0/435/26/IMG/NR043526.pdf?OpenElement
http://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/1839973/beijing-anger-philippines-repairs-rusty-ww2-ship-serving
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/phil001.asp
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/phil001.asp
http://amti.csis.org/danger-at-the-second-thomas-shoal/
http://amti.csis.org/danger-at-the-second-thomas-shoal/
http://dailywitness.com/philippines-to-build-helipad-on-stranded-ship-on-second-thomas-shoal/
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From merely declaring that differences must be settled peacefully in accordance to 

international law, to helping freeze the status quo so that revisionist powers are not 

tempted to gain in the field of battle what they should only be claiming in the 

diplomatic table or the courtroom. precedent for this are Japan’s Senkaku Islands, 

also claimed by China and Taiwan. After some doubts and conflicting reports on 

whether the US-Japan Security Treaty extended to them, Washington explicitly 

announced that they did, while remaining non-committal about ultimate sovereignty. 

Japan, having greater maritime and naval capabilities than the Philippines, employs a 

different strategy to protects the islands, shielded by the country’s coastguard without 

any permanent ground deployment. Should Tokyo decide, or be forced, 

to permanently deploy some ground troops, it would also be positive to see USMC 

personnel embedded in them. We could also mention the occupation of Iceland during 

the Second World War, before Pearl Harbor. 

 

Being neutral in a territorial dispute does not just mean supporting its peaceful 

resolution in accordance with international law. That is only the case when all sides 

involved renounce the use of force. When one refuses to take this step, and regularly 

resorts to it, notwithstanding the fact it is mostly of the non-lethal kind, the only 

alternative to appeasement is active neutrality, meaning a deployment designed to 

provide a tripwire, lessening the risks of miscalculation and signaling that aggression 

will not be condoned. Only this can provide the necessary incentives for a future 

peaceful resolution of the conflict, where Washington would indeed be neutral 

concerning its outcome, yet having avoided neutrality regarding how it came about. 

 

Source: Centre for International Maritime Security, 30 November 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/row/R42761.pdf
http://strifeblog.org/2015/05/25/why-japan-should-put-boots-on-the-ground-on-the-senkaku-islands/
http://www.marines.mil/Portals/59/Publications/The%20United%20States%20Marines%20in%20Iceland,%201941-1942%20%20PCN%2019000412300.pdf
http://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/small-wars-and-non-lethal-force-at-sea-the-wave-of-the-future
http://cimsec.org/south-china-sea-fonops-not-enough-time-boots-ground-active-neutrality/19549
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Palace hopes Tribunal favors PHL on maritime dispute 

- Madel Sabater - Namit 

 

Malacanang on Monday expressed optimism that the Arbitral Tribunal will see the 

rightness of the cause of the Philippines in its case filed to settle the territorial dispute 

on the South China Sea. Presidential spokesperson Edwin Lacierda said that 

November 30 is the final day of hearing the merits of the case at The Hague. 

“The petition is now being heard before The Hague,” Lacierda said. 

 “The judges have been hearing the merits of the case and today, November 30, is the 

final day for the hearing on the merits,” he said. 

 

During the last three hearings, the Philippine side scored China for its lack of basis for 

its historic claims over the Nine-Dash Line, as it also told the court how 

China deprived the Philippines of fishing and exploration activities. Independent 

experts also gave their own analyses based on their areas of specialization. The 

experts told the court the damage done by China’s reclamation to the marine 

ecosystem; more specifically, to the complex ecosystem of coral reefs, biological 

diversity, and living resources in the South China Sea. 

 

“For the past few days, we have presented our case backed by evidence and by 

international law,” Lacierda said. “We hope the tribunal, upon evaluating the merits of 

our petition, will see the rightness of our cause,” he added. 

 

Source: Manila Bulletin, 30 November 2015 

 

 

India’s Evolving Maritime Strategy 

- Darshana M. Baruah 

 

On October 26, 2015, the Indian Navy released its latest maritime strategy, titled 

“Ensuring Secure Seas: Indian Maritime Security Strategy.” This edition is a revised 

and updated version of the previous outlined strategy “Freedom to Use the Seas: 

India’s Maritime Military Strategy,” published in 2007. The title itself is indicative of the 

changing tone of the Indian navy’s interests and intentions from the 2007 strategy.  

http://www.mb.com.ph/author/madel-sabater-namit/
http://www.mb.com.ph/palace-hopes-tribunal-favors-phl-on-maritime-dispute/
http://indiannavy.nic.in/news-events/rm-releases-indian-maritime-security-strategy-2015
http://indiannavy.nic.in/news-events/rm-releases-indian-maritime-security-strategy-2015
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The previous strategy did not take into consideration the changing geopolitical 

environment and its strategic implications on India’s maritime interests. The 2015 

maritime security strategy addresses this gap by complementing the evolving security 

dynamics in the Indian Ocean region and reflecting a bold Indian navy with a renewed 

outlook on India’s maritime security needs. 

 

The security architecture in maritime Asia along with the rise of China is compelling 

India to define its strategic interests and review its maritime policy. The maritime 

security strategy precisely does the same. It carries a larger strategic angle than its 

predecessors and attempts to embody an Indian naval vision for the region. There are 

three key points that underpin the shift in India’s naval strategy as per this document. 

 

One, this is the first time that an Indian government document is formally 

acknowledging the implications of the evolving and increasingly accepted concept of 

the “Indo-Pacific” on India’s maritime security. The geographic extent of this concept 

has multiple variations but in the contemporary world, the notion essentially brings the 

Indian Ocean and the Western Pacific — theaters of geo-political competition — into 

one strategic arc. The concept has been formally endorsed by Australia, and Canberra 

outlines the strategic implications of this region in its 2013 Defense White paper. 

Regional countries such as the United States, Japan, India, and Indonesia prefer to 

use the term Asia-Pacific in their official documents but different sections of the 

leadership from these countries have used the term Indo-Pacific in their speeches and 

remarks. 

 

Indian Chief of Naval Staff RK Dhowan, underpinning the need to revise the 2007 

maritime strategy, writes, “The shift in worldview from a Euro-Atlantic to an Indo-

Pacific focus and the repositioning of global economic and military power towards Asia 

has resulted in significant political, economic and social changes in the Indian Ocean 

Region and impacted India’s maritime environment in tangible ways.” India has been 

adamantly focused on the Indian Ocean and the security changes along its maritime 

boundaries.   
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As developments beyond this region began to shape the maritime security framework 

in the Indian Ocean Region, there was a sense of uncertainty among regional navies 

as to whether India is taking note of these changes and, more importantly, if New 

Delhi will re-align its policies based on these developments.  

 

Nations such as the United States, Japan, and Australia had realized the role India 

could play in the evolving security architecture, but there was no clarity on New Delhi’s 

intentions. This edition of the Maritime Security Strategy is putting those concerns to 

rest, to a certain extent. 

 

Two, the navy’s areas of interest (both primary and secondary) are expanding, 

reflecting New Delhi’s willingness to play a larger role in the region. The Red Sea, 

previously a secondary area of interest (as per the revised Maritime Doctrine of 

2009), is now an area of primary interest for the Indian navy. Additionally, “the Gulf of 

Oman, the Gulf of Aden and their littoral regions, the Southwest Indian Ocean, 

including IOR island nations therein and East Coast of Africa littoral regions” now all 

are of primary interest to India’s maritime security. While Africa and its littoral regions 

previously were only of secondary importance, the Gulf of Oman, Aden and the 

South-West Indian Ocean did not feature specifically in either of the areas of interest 

in the Maritime Doctrine. 

 

The secondary area too has expanded to include the “Southeast Indian Ocean, 

including sea routes to the Pacific Ocean and littoral regions in the vicinity, the 

Mediterranean Sea, the West Coast of Africa, and their littoral regions.” The South 

China Sea continues to remain of secondary importance, but adding to this interest is 

the specific region of the “East China Sea, Western Pacific Ocean and their littoral 

regions.” 

 

In defining the areas of interest, the navy’s intention is to outline the geographic 

extension of its strategic influence and give an indication of its involvement in those 

areas. Over the years, India’s ASEAN friends have voiced their disappointment in New 

Delhi’s lack of naval and political presence in the South China Sea, against the 

backdrop of a rising China.  
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This Maritime Strategy re-affirms India’s resolve to not get directly engaged in the 

affairs of the Western Pacific and get caught in the U.S.-China power politics dynamic.  

 

While ASEAN nations have shown a preference for a larger Indian presence in the 

Western Pacific, regional navies such as Australia and the United States have 

encouraged India to play a larger security role and be a “net security provider” in the 

region. 

 

This brings us to the third and a critical development in India’s shifting naval strategy – 

the role of a net security provider. The Indian Navy in this document has attempted to 

define what it means to be a net security provider. The strategy outlines: “The term net 

security describes the state of actual security available in an area, upon balancing 

against the ability to monitor, contain, and counter all of these.”  

 

While the navy has not indicated the geographic extent of the region where it aspires 

to be a net security provider, it has however acknowledged the steps required to be a 

net security provider. The document does not state whether the navy will be a net 

security provider and how, but rather outlines the environment conducive to be one. In 

the backdrop of the region’s expectation for the Indian navy to be a net security 

provider, the step taken to spell out what the term means is a positive approach. The 

‘objective’ for the moment is to “shape a favorable and positive maritime environment, 

for enhancing net security in India’s areas of maritime interest.” 

 

This links us back to the first point, which is India’s move to acknowledge the changes 

happening around India’s area of maritime interest — regardless of whether the navy 

ascribes to them or not — and renew its own strategy keeping in line with India’s 

strategic interests. The fact that there has been a shift in India’s maritime strategy and 

policies was made clear through the navy’s engagement under the Modi government. 

There was, however, no document per se spelling out this shift. The 2015 maritime 

strategy not only formalizes the intent of the Indian navy, it also takes a bold tone in 

narrating the same. 
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Given the emphasis on collaborating with other navies, it is clear that part of the 

narrative is to build a network of regional cooperation to ensure peace and stability in 

India’s areas of interest. The document also recognizes the increasing importance of  

HADR operations for the Indian navy, given the expansion of India’s maritime outlook 

as well as capabilities. 

 

Be it through the Joint Strategic Vision with the United States, Japan’s inclusion into 

the MALABAR exercises, new bilateral exercises with Japan, Indonesia, and Australia, 

or re-engaging with the island nations of the IOR and South Pacific, there is a clear 

message that India is willing to play a larger role in the unfolding security architecture 

in the region. 

 

It was only a matter of time before New Delhi acknowledged the changing dynamics 

within its area of maritime interests. The initiatives taken under the Modi government 

to re-engage with the navies of the region are much appreciated and this document is 

a step forward in voicing India’s intentions and concerns regarding maritime security.  

 

If New Delhi can sustain the momentum that it has created in the Asian maritime 

domain, India will emerge as a credible leader and critical player in the evolving 

security architecture of the Indo-Pacific. 

 

Source: The Diplomat, 3 December 2015 

 

 

Thai migrant crisis meeting ends without any solution on offer 

- The Straits Times 

 

Thailand called on Friday (Dec 4) for concerted action to tackle “irregular” migration in 

the Indian Ocean, but no substantial solutions emerged from a regional meeting aimed 

at preventing this year’s “boat people” tragedies in which hundreds drowned. 

Representatives from Southeast Asian countries met in Bangkok to hash out a 

framework to deal with tens of thousands of migrants, most from Myanmar and 

Bangladesh, who make perilous voyages across the Bay of Bengal and Andaman Sea 

every year. The meeting ended with a plan put forward by Thailand which five directly 

http://thediplomat.com/2015/12/indias-evolving-maritime-strategy/
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affected countries, Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, Myanmar and Bangladesh, would 

consider. “There is still no clarity. We have discussed but not agreed,” Apichart 

Chinwanno, permanent secretary at the Thai Foreign Ministry, said. 
 

The document being considered, as European countries also struggle to cope with 

refugees fleeing war in Syria and Iraq, focused on protection of migrants, prevention of 

irregular migration and prosecution of human smuggling and trafficking networks, he 

said, but gave few details. “They focused on an information campaign, that’s all. Not 

about helping people at sea and not about humanitarian assistance,” a UN official, 

who declined to be named, told Reuters.  

 

Foreign Minister Don Pramudwinai said the region needed “an explicit and efficient 

mechanism to manage and control the negative impacts of irregular migration”. The 

conference was the second round of talks that were launched in May amid a migration 

crisis prompted by a human trafficking crackdown in Thailand. The crackdown caused 

traffickers to abandon 4,000 migrants from Myanmar and Bangladesh at sea and was 

marked by a chaotic spectacle of “maritime ping-pong” as the Thai, Malaysian and 

Indonesian navies repeatedly pushed desperate migrants in boats away from their 

waters. October and November mark the start of the four-month “sailing season”, the 

busiest time for smuggling and trafficking ships plying the Bay of Bengal.  

 

While some migrants are Bangladeshis escaping poverty at home, many are members 

of Myanmar’s 1.1 million Rohingya Muslim community  who live in apartheid-like 

conditions in the country’s Rakhine state. Myanmar does not consider the Rohingya 

citizens, rendering them effectively stateless, while denying it discriminates against 

them or that they are fleeing persecution. The foreign minister had said the issue of 

Rohingya citizenship would not be discussed on Friday (Dec 4). 

 

Source: The Straits Times, 4 December 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/thailand-launches-regional-meeting-calling-for-migrant-crisis-framework


Page 13 of 60 

 

Stronger ties must for ‘stability’ in Indian Ocean 

 

- Abhijit Bhattacharyya 

 

India is the strongest naval nation today. None of the other nine Indian Ocean rim 

nations with navies to speak of — South Africa, Iran, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Thailand, 

Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia and Australia — has the wherewithal of New Delhi’s 

Navy. Strong regional ties are a must to ensure stability in Indian Ocean region. 

Quotes from the speech of the Indian Navy Chief in Sri Lanka make it loud and clear 

that the word “region” is meant for those nations which have an Indian Ocean 

coastline.  

 

However, what remains unexplained and unelaborated is the exact description of, and 

prescription for the words “regional ties”? Presumably, it has got to do with those who 

not only have a coastline but also possess a reasonably sustainable navy to operate  

and deploy to the sea, well beyond their coast, to look after, and if need be, to exert its 

economic and geopolitical interest.  

 

That may sound impressive as a theory but does not look realistic in the sea as things 

stand today. How many of the contemporary 19 states surrounding the Indian Ocean 

(which has an area of 24.9 million square miles or almost 75 million square kilometre) 

and 10 island chains, are “navy-capable” to resort to suomotu non-combat patrol, not 

to speak of operational deployment? To this author, it does not seem to be more than 

nine states, whereas the list of littoral states is twice the number thereof. 

 

It would, however, be in order to begin with the history of the geography of the islands 

of the ocean to understand the importance of the subject. Let us start with Socotra. 

Located at the mouth of the Red Sea, this island was conquered by the Portuguese in 

1505; by the British in 1834 and became British protectorate in 1866.In 1967, it 

became part of south Yemen and in 1990 it belonged to unified Yemen. Vasco da 

Gama landed in Zanzibar in 1499 and the Portuguese established trade outpost in 

1503. Sultan of Oman ousted the Portuguese in the 17th century.  

 

http://www.asianage.com/category/author/abhijit-bhattacharyya
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Although Zanzibar briefly became an independent Sultanate 1856, it soon was 

occupied by the British 1870 who ruled it till 1963. Zanzibar today is politically united 

with Tanzania since 1964.Ninth century onwards Seychelles served as outpost of 

Arab merchants. In 1502 Vasco da Gama discovered its maritime importance. Anglo-

French war made it a British territory in 1811. Since 1976 Seychelles is an 

independent island nation. From 800 AD Persian and Arab merchants landed islands 

of Comoros and Mayotte and introduced Islam resulting in a Sultanate. French made it 

a protectorate/colony in 1841. Although partial autonomy was granted 1961, 

independence dawned only in 1975 for the predominantly Muslim Comoros, and the 

Muslim-Christian Mayotte preferred French administration to this day. 

 

Mauritius too was a settlement base for Malays and Arab merchants since 10th 

century. The Portuguese arrived in 1507, only to be driven out by the Dutch in 1598. 

As piracy reached an intolerable stage, the Dutch vacated the island, which first 

became a “rule of pirates” from 1710 to 1715 to be followed by the French conquest 

which made it a colony in 1715-1810.  

 

But again the British ousted the French and made it a “crown colony” till 1968, when 

Mauritius attained independence. Nearer home, Buddhists from India and Sri Lanka 

settled in Maldives fifth century BC. Around 1150 AD came the Arab merchants who 

encouraged conversion to Islam and establishment of Sultanate. Thereafter came the 

brief rule of the Portuguese 1558-1573 in Male (the capital), followed by the Dutch rule 

in the 17th century and the British rule from 1796 to 1968 when Maldives attained 

independence. 

 

The Indian islands of Lakshadweep (which constitute a cluster of some 30 islands) 

find mention in the works of Egyptian geographer Ptolemy in early 1st/2nd century AD. 

The Pallavas (of modern day Tamil Nadu area) ruled over it 680 to 720 AD. Around 

1150 AD the Sultans of Maldives conquered and introduced Islam in Lakshadweep. In 

the 16th century, the islands were briefly occupied by the Portuguese followed by the 

conquest thereof by the Muslim kings of Kannur and then Mysore in 1780s. It was only 

after the British managed to wrest it from the native rulers in 1799 that Lakshadweep 

became a unit of India post-1947. 
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In the east, Marathas annexed part of Andaman & Nicobar islands in the 17th century. 

And in one of the most shocking episodes of the history of India, these islands were 

first claimed by Denmark in 1756, followed by its becoming an Austrian colony 1778-

1784. Subsequently, in 1789 the British East India Company colonised it. 

 

Briefly, however, the Japanese occupied the Andaman & Nicobar islands and 

transferred sovereignty thereof to the “exile government of Free India” of Subhash 

Bose in 1943.  Today, these strategically sensitive islands constitute the eyes and 

ears and “out of area” command, control, communications and operations centre of 

the sovereign India. The idea of giving a brief history of few islands of the ocean was 

to put across a point — that each and every island state in the sea is vulnerable and 

fragile as is seen from the pages of history. They cannot, on their own, be in a position 

to either defend themselves from, or make alliance with, the powerful naval nations. 

 

It has to be other way round. Maritime nations with sound economics and sustainable 

naval assets (like India) can/should approach them with honorable terms of mutual 

benefit and political reciprocity/equality to create goodwill first.  Gone are the days of 

the aggressive, marauding, pirate-like psyche and actions of the tiny western nations 

of mainland Europe which subjugated numerous island territories from Tristan da 

Cunha to Tahiti, and Socotra to Samoa and indigenous populace thereof.  

 

Coming back to Indian Ocean littoral states, let it clearly be understood that the 

strongest naval nation today happens to be India, as none of the other nine maritime 

states like South Africa, Iran, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, 

Indonesia and Australia has the wherewithal of New Delhi navy at this point in time. 

However, there is a problem, a very big problem. Unlike the Americans and the British, 

India does not have a single naval overseas base. And without it, mere talk of alliance, 

stability, “Indian Ocean as a zone of peace” would not take India anywhere to be 

counted upon. 

 

British ruled owing to its command and control of the strategic geography from 

Gibraltar to Suez, and Aden to Singapore and Persian Gulf to Cape of Good Hope. 

Britain still does have the Falkland Islands (in South Atlantic Ocean) over which they 

went to war with Argentina in 1982.  
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Britain also possess a large number of remote island assets like Anguilla, Bermuda, 

British Antarctic Territory, British Indian Ocean Territory, Cyprus, St. Helena etc. The 

six commands of the USA covers the globe and the fleets thereof are present virtually 

in the vicinity of every island which matters in the eyes of the USA.  Also, China today 

is expanding its wish list as it acknowledged plans to set up a naval logistics centre in 

Djibouti which will surely bolster its presence in the Indian Ocean and enhance the 

out-of-area operational capability.  

 

Thus, India just cannot sit back idle and propose stability to fulfill its economic wish 

list. No-base in the ocean means no-capability of the navy. That is the history and that 

is the geography, on which depends the economics of prosperity, especially if the 1.25 

billion heads of India want to rise for the sake of its own self along with those whose 

interests are found to be in common with that of New Delhi. 

 

Source: The Asian Age, 4 December 2015 

 

 

Indian Navy's Anti-piracy Efforts Saved Rs.23,000 Crore 

 

The Indian Navy has reported zero piracy in 2015 due to dedicated patrolling and led 

to savings worth over Rs.23,000crore for the Indian shipping industry, a top naval 

officer said here on Thursday. 

 

The Indian Navy continues its operations in the Gulf of Aden and Arabian Sea and so 

far safely escorted more than 3,000 ships through the pirate-infested areas and foiled 

46 hijack attempts on the high seas, said Vice Admiral S.P.S. Cheema, the Flag 

Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Western Naval Command. 

 

These actions have resulted in the line demarcating High Risk Area being shifted 

westwards by 780 nautical miles away from the Indian coast (from 78 degrees East 

Longitude to 65 degrees East) resulting in the huge savings for the Indian maritime 

industry. 

 

 

http://www.asianage.com/india/stronger-ties-must-stability-indian-ocean-869
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Vice Admiral Cheema was addressing the media on the occasion of Navy Day on 

Friday, to commemorate the Indian Navy's paralyzing attack on Karachi harbor on 

December 4, 1971 which ultimately led to the Indian victory and liberation of 

Bangladesh. He pointed out that the Indian economy was on an upswing and grew at 

7.4 percent in the last quarter of the current fiscal. The economy is directly linked to 

the growth in trade and majority of India's voluminous trade uses the sea route for 

imports and exports. 

 

The Middle-East was crucial for India's crude oil imports and the Indian Navy ensures 

that the seaborne trade is safe at all times to ensure the country's economic growth 

and prosperity, Vice-Admiral Cheema said. 

 

Give India's strategic location in the Indian Ocean with eight major shipping lanes and 

presence of a large number of foreign warships, there is a continuous need to monitor 

more than 100,000 ships which sail through the waters along the Indian coasts every 

year. "If this trade were to be disrupted for any reason, it would not only be India, but 

also the world economy that would have to bear the impact," he said underlining the 

role of Indian navy to keep the sensitive sea-lanes safe. 

 

Besides monitoring the sea waters, the Indian Navy is also geared up to prevent any 

future 26/11 type of attacks, expanding and modernizing, engaged in international 

humanitarian services as part of its activities in the region. The Navy is currently  

gearing up to host the International Fleet Review 2016 at Visakhapatnam, from 

February 4-9 with the theme 'United through Oceans', including the President's review 

of the multi-national fleet on February 6. 

 

While 87 navies worldwide have been invited, more than 50 have already confirmed 

participation, and the Western Naval Command will be represented by 12 ships 

including the two aircraft carriers, Vice-Admiral Cheema said. 

 

Source: The Indian Express, 3 December 2015 

 

 

 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/business/news/Indian-Navys-Anti-piracy-Efforts-Saved-Rs.23000-Crore/2015/12/03/article3159325.ece
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Southeast Asian nations pledge cooperation on Bay of Bengal migration: UN 

agency  

- India Blooms News Service 

 

“Unless conditions improve in their home areas, more people are expected to cross 

the Bay of Bengal in the coming months, seeking safety and stability in countries in 

South East Asia,” according to the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees 

(UNHCR) 

 

Since 2014, some 95,000 people have made the dangerous journey in the Bay of 

Bengal – which is bordered by Sri Lanka and India to the west, Bangladesh to the 

north, and Myanmar and the northern part of the Malay Peninsula to the east –  and 

the Andaman Sea to its southeast, with more than 1,100 dying at sea and hundreds 

more found buried in unmarked mass graves, according to UNHCR.  “With an 

unprecedented 60 million persons displaced today, it has become clear that forced 

displacement issues are a global phenomenon that no country can address or resolve 

on its own,” said Volker Türk, the UNHCR Assistant High Commissioner for 

Protection. 

 

 Türk, who was in the Thai capital of Bangkok where he was meeting with delegates 

from more than 20 countries, as well as representatives of international organizations, 

at the Second Special Meeting on Irregular Migration in the Indian Ocean, also noted 

“the numbers we are seeing in this region can be managed. ”Countries in the region 

today affirmed that the only way to reduce loss of life at sea is by working together on 

comprehensive and sustainable approaches to mixed migration movements. 

 

UNHCR said it hopes that today’s meeting would help set up a regional mechanism to 

coordinate efforts not just on law enforcement but also on locating and rescuing boats 

in distress, facilitating passengers to land and providing reception facilities in 

accordance with States' international obligations. 
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“Until the refugees among them can return home in a safe, dignified and voluntary 

way, we will need a creative form of temporary refuge or alternative humanitarian stay 

that ensures access to health, education [and] work,” said Türk“. Allowing them to 

work in labour-importing countries is a win-win: It gives them dignity and self-reliance, 

and eases the burden on host countries,” he added. The meeting today took stock of 

achievements since the previous meeting in late May – when some 5,000 Rohingya 

and Bangladeshis were eventually disembarked after weeks adrift at sea – in a bid to 

better prepare for future movements. Turk noted that on a recent visit to Myanmar’s 

Rakhine state, he saw progress in seeking solutions for internally displaced people, 

but had also heard “legitimate grievances” that remained to be addressed, including 

ensuring fundamental rights such as freedom of movement and access to services. 

“We hope that the new Government will give this issue the attention it deserves, in 

light of the fact that the absence of these rights triggers displacement and has, as a 

result, international repercussions,” he said.  

 

The refugee agency official also said Sustainable Development Goals offer a 

framework for addressing root causes and ensuring that no one is left behind in 

health, education, work and legal identity, among other rights. 

 

Source: India Blooms, 5 December 2015 

 

 

More platforms needed to patrol and protect South African maritime resources 

-  

- Kim Helfrich 

 

The time-honored military adage of not being able to control what one cannot patrol has 

taken on added importance in the South African context since last year’s announcement 

by the President of the initiative to boost the blue economy as one part of Operation 

Phakisa, a multi-pronged government programme to fast track economic activity and 

growth. An integral part of the blue economy Jacob Zuma unveiled in KwaZulu-Natal was 

maritime security with the SA Navy being the obvious agency to lead in conjunction with 

other players including the Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF), the 

http://indiablooms.com/ibns_new/world-details/F/5181/southeast-asian-nations-pledge-cooperation-on-bay-of-bengal-migration-un-agency.html


Page 20 of 60 

 

SA Police Service, SA Revenue Service (SARS) and provincial conservation and 

environmental protection departments. 

 

At a national level the Navy is short-handed when it comes to platforms to patrol the 2.4 

million kilometres that comprises South Africa’s exclusive economic zone (EEZ).  In 

addition to ensuring high levels of maritime security for the resources in this massive 

chunk of sea – called by many the country’s 10th province – South Africa is also 

responsible for search and rescue and hydrographic operations in this body of water. 

 

According to an undated SA Navy publication: “South Africa declared an EEZ out to 200 

nautical miles seaward from the coastal baselines of both South Africa and its possessions 

in the Southern Ocean, Marion and Prince Edward Islands — situated some 2 000 

kilometers to the south-east.  

 

The Maritime Zones Act also covers the internal waters (waters to landward of the 

baselines), territorial waters (12 nautical miles), the contiguous and maritime zones (24 

nautical miles), the EEZ and the continental shelf. All these zones fall within South Africa's 

jurisdiction for monitoring, control and enforcement of state authority. This comprises a 

total of some 2.4 million square kilometers of assets”.  

 

At present the maritime arm of the SA National Defence Force (SANDF) can call on its 

four Valour Class frigates, three Heroine Class submarines and three offshore patrol 

vessels (revamped Warrior Class strike craft), to patrol these waters. Similarly the SA Air 

Force (SAAF) is also limited in its maritime capability.  

 

This relies entirely in AFB Ysterplaat -based 35 Squadron in the revamped C-47TPs, 

some of which are 70 years old. The air force operates four Super Lynx maritime 

helicopters which are deployed aboard the frigates, providing aerial observation and 

surveillance to boost shipboard systems. So the observation by Institute for Security 

Studies (ISS) conflict management and peacebuilding researcher Timothy Walker that 

“patrolling will be vital to both deter and interdict maritime criminals” points to more 

platforms for deployment in the EEZ. 
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“The waters around South Africa can be some of the worst in the world, but seeing them 

as our ‘10th province’, as many now do, compels us to patrol them nonetheless and take 

our responsibilities for search and rescue and hydrography with greater seriousness and 

urgency too. South Africa needs new vessels and aerial surveillance assets, but even with 

the project increase under Project Biro, its capability will be insufficient to constantly and 

thoroughly safeguard its maritime domain against maritime crimes such as illegal fishing,” 

he said. Tender submissions are currently being evaluated by Armscor for Project Biro 

which will see the Navy obtain six new platforms consisting of three inshore and three 

offshore patrol vessels to boost seaborne patrol capability. 

 

Walker maintains it is important, in the overall context of both Operation Phakisa and the 

African maritime strategy into the future, for South Africa to co-operate and co-ordinate its 

actions with “neighbours in the region to provide common security through pooling 

capacity and sharing information”.  He would also like to see further exploration of the 

coast guard/constabulary role as far as it concerns long term outcomes for continental 

maritime security. On the negative side at present he feels the Southern African 

Development Community (SADC) maritime strategy could provide some pointers “but it 

remains confidential”. 

 

Source: Defence Web, 7 December 2015 

 

 

Malaysia Wants Expanded Naval Protocol Amid South China Sea Disputes 

 

- Prashanth Parameswaran 

 

The international community should expand a key naval protocol amid ongoing South 

China Sea disputes, Malaysia’s new naval chief said in the opening keynote address 

to a regional security forum December 1. According to IHS Jane’s, Admiral 

Kamarulzaman Ahmad Badaruddin, the chief of the Royal Malaysian Navy (RMN), 

called for an expansion of the Code for Unplanned Encounters at Sea (CUES) in his 

remarks delivered to this year’s Maritime Security and Coastal Surveillance 

Conference, which some have billed the region’s largest gathering of its kind this year. 

CUES is a series of protocols negotiated back in 2014 at the Western Pacific Naval 

http://www.defenceweb.co.za/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=41716:more-platforms-needed-to-patrol-and-protect-south-african-maritime-resources&catid=108:maritime-security
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Symposium for the safety of vessels meeting at sea. Noting that the RMN shared 

concerns expressed by leaders about the possibility of further militarization of outposts 

in the South China Sea, the admiral, who was just confirmed to his new position last 

month, said CUES ought to be “thoroughly exercised in these areas” because they 

served an important role in “preventing miscalculations at sea.” 

 

In fact, CUES should also be expanded to other maritime agencies, especially the 

coastguards”, he added at the conference which was held at the Intercontinental 

Hotel in Kuala Lumpur. As I have written before, Malaysia’s growing anxiety on the 

South China Sea has been well documented. The idea of expanding CUES is also 

not a new one. Indeed, with his comments, the admiral joins a chorus of voices who 

have been calling for this both privately and increasingly publicly as well.  

 

For example, as I noted in my review of the ASEAN Defense Ministers’ Meeting Plus 

(ADMM-Plus) meeting also held in Kuala Lumpur last month, Singapore’s defense 

minister, Ng Eng Hen had suggested expanding CUES to include white shipping 

(civilian ships) and called for ADMM-Plus to adopt a similar protocol for air. Expanding 

CUES to include civilian ships would seem to make sense since confrontations in the 

South China Sea have involved non-military vessels.  

 

Ng had also previously mentioned CUES as an example of a practical measure to 

reduce miscalculation at sea in an address at the 10th International Maritime Defense 

Exhibition Asia (IMDEX) which Singapore hosted this May. The comments also reflect 

the growing comfort with CUES in the region, including in disputed areas. Indeed, 

various countries have practiced CUES this year, including the United States and 

China as well as Japan and the Philippines.  

 

China also mentioned at its inaugural meeting with ASEAN defense chiefs in October 

that it would hold a joint training on CUES in 2016 in the South China Sea. The 

Maritime Security and Coastal Surveillance Summit is an annual conference now in its 

twelfth iteration.  
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This year’s proceedings, which ran from 1-2 December and were jointly hosted by the 

Royal Malaysian Navy and IQPC Asia, featured over 250 delegates, including high-

level officials from the United States, Indonesia, Singapore, Vietnam, Thailand and 

New Zealand. 

 

Source: The Diplomat, 4 December 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://thediplomat.com/2015/12/malaysia-wants-expanded-naval-protocol-amid-south-china-sea-disputes/
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The Indian Navy’s blue-water quest 

 
- Arun Kumar Singh 

 
The global security situation is changing fast and India, currently focused on economic 

growth while it deals diplomatically with what is now being termed as “hybrid war”, 

needs to adapt quickly. Prime Minister Narendra Modi, despite his numerous 

successful foreign visits, needs to shift his attention towards the Indian Navy. The 

Indian Navy, which celebrates Navy Day on December 4, is manfully shouldering its 

responsibilities for hybrid and nuclear deterrence. New home-built ships are joining the 

fleet while the home-built SSBN (ship submersible ballistic nuclear submarine), INS 

Arihant, is carrying out its final sea trials and should join the Navy soon. Also, in 

October this year the Indian Navy had published its updated maritime doctrine, titled 

“Ensuring Secure Seas: Indian Maritime Security Strategy”. This is the fourth such 

document since 1998. It shows how the Navy is aware of its growing responsibilities. 

However, the final strategic decisions can only be taken by Mr Modi. I hope India will 

soon get rid of the dubious tag of being the only major nation without a national 

strategy document. 

 

Tensions continue in the South China Sea where the US Navy has carried out 

“freedom of navigation patrols” (FONP) near the artificial islands newly created by the 

Chinese. India, whose 50 per cent sea-borne trade passes through the South China 

Sea, should support this move. However, its Navy does not have the assets to 

participate in the FONP.  

 

Despite all the bonhomie between Mr Modi, Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and 

US President Barack Obama, the fact remains that the Indian Navy has a growing but 

still very limited blue-water capability to operate in the Indian Ocean, with limited 

annual deployments of about 60 days to the South and East China Seas. 
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The Indian Navy needs more funds for accelerated growth because the Pak-China 

sea-borne threat will only grow with terror and nuclear weapons going to sea on 

Pakistan’s naval ships and submarines. Nonetheless, aware of the importance of 

Indian sea power, Mr Modi will, within a few days of Indian Navy Day, board the 

aircraft carrier INS Vikramaditya at sea to address the tri-service Commanders 

Conference on December 15. Next year from February 5-8, the Indian Navy will play 

host to over 90 warships from over 50 nations when the second International Fleet 

Review (IFR) is held at Visakhapatnam, and President Pranab Mukherjee (also in 

attendance will be Mr Modi, ministers, governors, ambassadors, foreign and Indian 

military personnel) will review the warships at anchor. India held its first IFR at Mumbai 

wherein China refused to participate because Pakistan was not invited. During the last 

decade, China has held two IFRs and the Indian Navy participated. Thus China will 

attend IFR 2016. Pakistan, though invited for the first time, is unlikely to participate. 

 

While India has improved strategic ties with the US and Japan, Mr Modi needs to 

urgently clear misgivings in Moscow, which is our only supplier or potential supplier of 

nuclear submarines, fifth-generation stealth fighter aircraft (FGFA) and space 

exploration technology. Russia — with its economy in shambles due to Western 

embargoes, falling oil prices and upset by India buying expensive weapons from the 

US and France — has decided to sell helicopter gunships to Pakistan and the latest 

Su-35 fighter jets to China. 

 

Russian nationalism and the need to flex its military muscle in support of Bashar al-

Assad in Syria surprised many Western “experts” who were astonished by the ruthless 

and clinical military efficiency displayed by “bankrupt” Russian airstrikes and “Kaliber” 

land attack cruise missiles launched by small warships sailing 1,500 km away in the 

Caspian Sea. Many years ago I had visited Yekaterinburg in the Urals where, on July 

17, 1918, the last Emperor of Russia and his family were executed.  

 

Located not far from this execution spot is the cruise missile factory, which even 15 to 

20 years ago made cruise missiles with ranges of 1,500 to 2,500 km, and these could 

be armed with conventional or nuclear warheads. 

 

 



Page 26 of 60 

 

While, India has similarity of views with almost all major nations on issues like climate 

change, combating terror, etc., it cannot ignore Pakistan, which for geo-strategic and 

geo-political reasons is “kept afloat” by the US, China (subsidised military and nuclear 

aid) and Saudi Arabia (money).Having attended numerous international conferences 

in the last two years, I have noticed a deliberate and growing Western trend to “re-

hyphenate” Pakistan with India, and give Pakistan a civil nuclear deal similar to India, 

while also talking of the Kashmir dispute. It appears that the West and China are keen 

to use Pakistan’s strategic location to safeguard their interests in mineral-rich 

Afghanistan and oil-rich West Asia. Pakistan is happy to play the regional role of a 

“local mercenary force”. China, which has a border dispute with India, has pledged 

$46 billion in the “China-Pakistan Economic Corridor” which passes through Pakistan-

occupied Kashmir and connects the strategically located Gwadar Port. 

 

The challenge for Mr Modi is to avoid getting India sucked into the conflict while 

expanding the role and reach of the Navy. India needs to enhance its defence and 

homeland security capabilities (and raise military morale) while creating the climate to 

ensure that India’s economic growth of 7.5 per cent not only continues but also 

crosses 8 per cent so that our present $2 trillion GDP reaches $5 trillion by 2025. 

Hopefully it will reach $25 trillion in 2050, by which time India should be a superpower 

with a three-ocean Navy capable of serving our national interests in the Pacific, 

Atlantic and Indian Oceans. 

 

Source: The Asian Age, 3 December 2015 

 
 

Indian Navy To Order Three Additional Scorpene Submarines 
 

- Defence World.Net Bureau 

 

India will order an additional three Scorpene submarines to the existing order of six 

under Project 75. Indian Naval Chief Admiral R K Dhowan addressing a press 

conference Thursday said, “The Navy, which has a severe shortage of undersea 

platforms, would order additional Scorpene submarines after Mazgaon Docks 

(MDL) finishes building the six on order under Project 75.” 

http://www.asianage.com/columnists/indian-navy-s-blue-water-quest-738
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“We are certainly looking at the aspect as Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar has 

directed to build additional Scorpene submarines in the country,” the Navy Chief 

said in response to a question at the annual press conference ahead of the Navy 

Day. The Defence Minister had recently hinted that more Scorpenes would be 

ordered and the production line at the MDL will not be shut down. “We will not let 

the MDL lose the expertise it has gained to licensee-build six Scorpene 

submarines,” he said. The Indian Defense Acquisition Council approved the 

procurement of six submarines from local shipyards worth INR 5000 crore (US$8.3 

billion) in October last year. 

 

Source: Defence World. Net, 4 December 2015 

 

 
Russia and India hold joint naval exercise in Bay of Bengal 

 

- Russian news agency 

 

The eighth Russian-Indian naval exercise Indra Navy started on Monday in the Bay of 

Bengal, off India’s state of Andhra Pradesh, said an official representative of the 

Indian Navy.The six-day exercise consists of two stages - "harbor', taking place from 

December 7 to 9, and "sea", due from December 10 to 12, he said. In the first stage, 

seamen of the two countries will train all kinds of land cooperation. 

 

Russia has delegated its pacific fleet’s flag ship - project 1164 (NATO reporting name: 

Slava-class) Varyag guided missile cruiser, project 956 (Sovremenny-class) Bystry 

destroyer, Boris butoma ocean going tanker and Alatau rescue tug. 

 

India is represented by the Shivalik-class Sahyadri multirole frigate, soviet-built project 

61-ME Nadyozhny-Class Ranvir Destroyer, Shakti tanker carrying the combined 

exercise-directing staff, project 877EKMSindhuvir diesel-electric submarine, a Boeing 

p-8 Poseidon maritime patrol plane, a Dornier Do-228 coast guard plane, two BAE 

systems Hawk Mk132 trainers and several helicopters. 

 

 

http://www.defenseworld.net/news/14774/Indian_Navy_To_Order_Three_Additional_Scorpene_Submarines#.VmaYidJ97IU
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Launched in quite a modest format in 2003, these naval exercises have grown into 

full-scale maneuvers with bigger capacity, complexity of operations and the level of 

participation, the Indian source said. A source told TASS on Friday that the exercise 

will practice the protection of surface ships from submarines and fire against surface 

and air targets. A ship seized by a hypothetical terrorist group will be freed. Assault 

groups will land on board with helicopter support, the source added. 

 

In November, Russia and India held a joint ground exercise Indra with more than 500 

men on both sides taking part. Operations against armed groups and mine clearing 

were practiced. 

 

Source: TASS, Russian News Agency, 7 December 2015 

 

 
INS Vikramaditya set for first overhaul in September  

 

- Pranav Kulkarni 

 

INS Vikramaditya, the Navy’s largest and newest aircraft carrier, is set to have its first 

overhaul by September 2016. Highly-placed sources in the Defence Ministry said that 

in line with the government’s Make In India initiative, the Navy has identified Reliance-

owned Pipavav shipyards and state-owned Cochin Shipyards Limited for the first dry 

docking of INS Vikramaditya. 

 

“Dry docking of an aircraft carrier is a critical task and the Navy has asked the two 

shipyards to ready their existing infrastructure to meet the requirement. The Request 

for Proposal will be issued shortly and one of the contenders will carry out the first refit 

of the carrier,” a source said. The 45,000-ton modified Kiev class warship, which was 

Admiral Gorshkov in Russian Navy, was commissioned into the Indian Navy in 

November 2013. 

 

 

 

 

http://tass.ru/en/defense/842160
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As per the contract with Russia, the first refit of the aircraft carrier, expected to cost 

over Rs 200 crore, is mandatory within three years of it being commissioned. During 

the refit, crucial parameters of the ship such as damages if any to the hull, propellers, 

runway, health of the component aircraft — presently MiG 29K— will be checked and 

their operational capability will be enhanced.  

 

 “As per the contract, subsequent dockings are supposed to take place once in five 

years,” the source said. The Navy currently has two aircraft carriers—INS Viraat and 

INS Vikramaditya. 

 

Source: The Indian Express, 8 December 2015 

 

 

China: An Aspiring Global Navy 

- Omar Lamrani 

On Nov. 26, Beijing announced its plans to establish its first overseas naval 

installation in the small nation of Djibouti, a strategic location on the Horn of Africa 

about 7,700 kilometers (4,800 miles) from China. China is growing into its role as a 

great power and is setting the stage for more active involvement by its military 

to defend Beijing's interests abroad. To that end, China will continue to work toward 

establishing a capable and expansive logistics network to support its increasingly 

global operations. 

Establishing resupply and logistics points abroad is a vital component of China's 

attempts to expand its global reach. China already maintains a constant naval 

presence in the Indian Ocean and the Gulf of Aden as part of its contribution to the 

U.N. anti-piracy mission, which the Chinese Foreign Ministry says is its primary 

motivation for setting up the new naval installation.  

 

Since the U.N. mission began in December 2008, Chinese ships have docked in 

Djibouti more than 50 times. The new base will provide a more comprehensive 

resupply point for the constant stream of warships traveling back and forth from China. 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-news-india/ins-vikramaditya-set-for-first-overhaul-in-september/
https://www.stratfor.com/image/djiboutis-port-strategic-interest-many-actors
https://www.stratfor.com/analysis/china-grapples-realities-global-power
https://www.stratfor.com/analysis/china-grapples-realities-global-power
https://www.stratfor.com/analysis/forecasting-japan-china-rises
https://www.stratfor.com/analysis/mapping-chinas-maritime-ambition
https://www.stratfor.com/analysis/mapping-chinas-maritime-ambition
https://www.stratfor.com/weekly/indian-ocean-world-order
https://www.stratfor.com/weekly/indian-ocean-world-order
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However, China's interests and involvement abroad extend far beyond its anti-piracy 

efforts. For instance, the new installation could be a crucial link in its logistics chain 

supporting U.N. peacekeeping operations in Africa as well as any future Chinese 

interventions on the African continent. The installation in Djibouti, likely to be located 

at Obock on the country's northern coast, may also extend China's reach further into 

the Indian Ocean, and China could stage maritime patrol aircraft there. Indeed, 

Djibouti has already proved critical to Beijing. When China staged a rescue operation 

to remove its citizens and others from the conflict in Yemen in April, Chinese 

personnel took the evacuees to Djibouti. Other significant powers, including the United 

States, France and Japan, also maintain a presence in the country. 

China has traditionally downplayed the military aspect of its presence in foreign ports. 

Activity has typically focused on infrastructure development and trade. Frequent visits 

by Chinese naval vessels are portrayed as just that: visits, rather than the 

establishment of a logistics support network that already spans the Indian Ocean. But 

as the Chinese increasingly deploy their ships abroad, Beijing is slowly becoming 

more willing to recognize and publicly acknowledge the military component of its 

overseas moves. This is well demonstrated by the latest Chinese defense white 

paper, which lays out how the Chinese military will manage its growing international 

role. 

As the Chinese stage more naval forays, they will need more established logistics 

bases rather than ports of call. Logistics bases with a strong Chinese shore presence 

allow for more maintenance, potential munitions and spare parts storage, crew rest 

facilities and aviation facilities. The Djibouti base will likely fall within this category, 

giving the Chinese navy broader logistics capabilities. 

Though Djibouti is emerging as a major logistics hub for China, Beijing has also been 

paying particular attention to other ports, especially around the Indian Ocean Basin. 

For instance, Chinese warships have often docked and resupplied at Colombo in Sri 

Lanka, Gwadar and Karachi in Pakistan, Salalah in Oman, Aden in Yemen and the 

Seychelles. The Chinese are also exploring the possibility of widening their logistics 

options to include other ports, such as Mombasa and Lamu in Kenya, Bagamoyo in 

Tanzania and Walvis Bay in Namibia.  

 

https://www.stratfor.com/analysis/conflict-yemen-october-2015
https://www.stratfor.com/analysis/china-grapples-realities-global-power
https://www.stratfor.com/analysis/china-grapples-realities-global-power
https://www.stratfor.com/analysis/sri-lankas-leverage-against-india
https://www.stratfor.com/analysis/sri-lankas-leverage-against-india
https://www.stratfor.com/analysis/chinas-interest-pakistans-gwadar-port
https://www.stratfor.com/video/conversation-omans-geopolitical-importance
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Replicating their success in Djibouti by setting up more comprehensive logistics hubs 

in these areas will not be easy, though. Adverse security conditions in Aden and 

Gwadar, crowding in Karachi and political obstacles in Colombo and other ports may 

make it more difficult for Beijing to establish more extensive logistics nodes in the 

region. Beyond the Indo-Pacific area, China has significantly ramped up its global 

naval forays over the past few years.  

Chinese fleets have visited the United States as well as European, African and Latin 

American countries. They have traversed the Suez and Panama canals, rounded 

Cape Horn and the Cape of Good Hope, and plowed through the Black, North and 

Bering seas. 

As China enhances the pace and scope of its long-endurance naval missions, reliable 

logistics points will become more important to sustaining its expeditions. Even as 

China works to bolster its access to logistics nodes around the world, it will continue to 

rely heavily on underway replenishment vessels, or supply ships, to replenish its 

warships while at sea. Chinese warships, especially those on long voyages over the 

high seas, will require continuous resupply at times when they are far from shore or do 

not have access to a friendly and reliable resupply port in the area. The Chinese, in 

fact, already have considerable experience with the use of these supply vessels, 

which routinely accompany their naval forays.  

As Stratfor explained last year, the Chinese are already investing heavily in expanding 

their underway logistics capabilities. This year, Beijing has launched two additional 

Type 903A replenishment ships and has started construction on a new type of 

underway replenishment vessel, the Type 901, at Guangzhou Shipyard International's 

Longxue shipyard. With its reported 45,000-ton displacement, the Chinese Type 901 

could very well be the largest vessel of its kind in the world. 

Relative to the global maritime reach of the United States, China is still very much in 

the early stages of building up its maritime logistics network. Though the Chinese navy 

already deploys the second-largest underway replenishment fleet in the world, 

Chinese warships lack the U.S. Navy's access to a vast number of friendly ports with 

considerable replenishment and maintenance capabilities.  

 

https://www.stratfor.com/analysis/mapping-chinas-maritime-ambition


Page 32 of 60 

 

These logistics points greatly enhance both U.S. peaceful and wartime operations. As 

the Chinese grow into their great power status and seek to protect their interests 

across the globe, they, too, will look to build up both their underway replenishment 

fleet and their logistics port network. 

Source: Stratfor Global Intelligence, 9 December 2015 

 

Pak-Russian navy drill Arabian Monsoon concludes 
 

 

Pakistan Navy and Russian Navy counter narcotics exercise - Arabian Monsoon 2015 

- concluded in North Arabian Sea. Several factions of Pakistan Navy (PN) including 

PN Ship Khaibar and Russian Ship Kulakov, Naval Special Ops Forces and units of 

Pakistan Maritime Security Agency participated in the exercise. Observers from 

Pakistan Anti Narcotics Force (ANF) and Russian Federal Drug Control Service were 

also present. Pakistan Navy is actively pursuing the government policies and has 

taken a number of steps to promote peace and stability. Pakistan Navy is engaged in 

multinational efforts to thwart crimes in the regional maritime domain to ensure a 

stable maritime environment vital for world’s economic and energy security. Joint 

Counter Narcotics Exercise with Russian Navy was aimed at developing procedures 

for conducting combined operations to curb illicit activities on the High Seas. 

 

It is expected that this exercise will prove a stepping-stone towards increasing 

interoperability and way forward for future collaboration between Russian and 

Pakistan navies. It is also believed that the visit of Russian Navy Ship Kulakov to 

Karachi will usher new avenues of cooperation between the two countries.  

 

Source: Daily Times, 10 December 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.stratfor.com/analysis/china-aspiring-global-navy
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/sindh/10-Dec-2015/pak-russian-navy-drill-arabian-monsoon-concludes
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USA gets nod to deploy P-8 spy plane to Singapore 

 

- Kyle Peterson 

 

Singapore has permitted a U.S. spy aircraft to conduct surveillance operations from its 

territory to support "maritime security efforts" while keeping a close watch on Beijing's 

activities amid the South China Sea tensions. 

 

The United States' plans to deploy up to four littoral combat ships concurrently in the 

region by the end of 2017, and Carter and Ng welcomed the inaugural deployment of 

the P-8 Poseidon aircraft to Singapore.  

 

Singapore's Minister for Defence, Dr Ng Eng Hen and his United States counterpart 

Secretary of Defence Ashton Carter signed an enhanced Defence Cooperation 

Agreement (DCA) at the Pentagon in Washington D.C. early on Tuesday (Singapore 

time). 

 

The aircraft's deployment is expected to promote greater interoperability with regional 

militaries and to provide timely support for maritime security efforts. The US 

deployment is likely to anger China, which is at odds with Washington over the South 

China Sea. 

 

Beijing claims control over most of the South China Sea, which includes most of the 

sea routes supplying China with energy resources and a number of island rich in 

natural resources. In the Asia-Pacific region, the US has also operated the Poseidon 

surveillance planes out of Japan and the Philippines, which are both USA treaty allies. 

"Under the enhanced DCA, both sides agreed on a broad framework for defense 

cooperation in five key areas, namely in the military, policy, strategic and technology 

spheres, as well as cooperation against non-conventional security challenges, such as 

piracy and transnational terrorism", the readout said. 

 

 



Page 34 of 60 

 

Last month, US President Barack Obama called on countries to stop building artificial 

islands in the sea and militarizing their claims. Singapore is no stranger to providing 

the United States access to its facilities. The islands are also claimed by a number of 

other regional powers: Vietnam, the Philippines, Malaysia, Taiwan and Brunei. 

 

Source: The Examiner Post, 8 December 2015 

 

US Navy's lead Zumwalt-class destroyer commences sea trials 

- Grace Jean 

 

The lead ship of the US Navy's (USN's) new destroyer class has begun initial sea 

trials in the Atlantic Ocean, navy officials confirmed on 8 December. Built by General 

Dynamics Bath Iron Works, Zumwalt (DDG 1000) departed the Bath, Maine, shipyard 

for the first time on 7 December. The vessel headed out to sea with representatives 

from Bath Iron Works, the USN's DDG 1000 programme office, the ship's company, 

and technical experts embarked. 

"Zumwalt 's first underway period is a significant milestone as it marks the culmination 

of years of hard work and dedication on behalf of our navy and industry team," 

Captain Jim Downey, the DDG 1000 programme manager, said in a statement. 

As part of the sea trials, the navy will demonstrate a number of Zumwalt 's key 

systems and technologies as it seeks to use the initial trials period to help identify 

issues and mitigate risks for the programme, said Naval Sea Systems Command 

(NAVSEA) spokesperson Matt Leonard. 

Designed for land-attack missions, the 185.9 m-long Zumwalt features a tumblehome 

hull design and a new Advanced Gun System (AGS), and also introduces a number of 

automated shipboard functions. 

 

 

http://examinerpost.com/usa-gets-nod-to-deploy-p-8-spy-plane-to-singapore/
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"We look forward to continuing our rigorous testing plan at sea as we ensure safety, 

capability, and quality in preparation for sail away," Capt Downey said. Zumwalt is 

expected to achieve initial operational capability in 2016. 

Source: IHS Jane’s Navy International, 8 December 2015 

 

Japan-India Maritime Surveillance Aircraft Deal May Come Before the New Year 

- Ankit Panda 

I’ve been writing on Japan-India relations for years and it seems like a highly 

anticipated deal for the sale of Japanese-made Shinmaywa US-2 amphibious aircraft 

has been just around the corner since at least 2011. Now, the Japan Times reports 

that the two countries are likely to at long last reach “a broad defense accord” when 

Shinzo Abe visits New Delhi from December 11 to 13. New Delhi and Tokyo, under 

their strategic global partnership, hold annual prime ministerial summits (each affords 

this privilege to no other country). The deal, once completed, would signal a major 

step forward in India-Japan security ties, building on parallel developments including 

Japan’s bid to join the U.S.-India Malabar naval exercises as a permanent member. 

Negotiations for a US-2 sale to India began in Japan under the Democratic Party of 

Japan (DPJ) governments of Naoto Kan and Yoshihiko Noda. The amphibious aircraft 

sale issue was swiftly picked up by Abe’s government, which has sought to 

expand Japan’s role as a defense exporter in Asia.  

In April 2014, the Abe administration formally altered Japan’s decades-old self-

imposed ban on selling arms, which effectively blocked Japanese firms from 

participating in global defense commerce. (For more background on Japan’s export 

policies, see here.) Meanwhile, Japan and India, though close strategic partners 

whose ties have only grown since Shinzo Abe and Narendra Modi rose to the helm of 

the bilateral, have no formal government-to-government channels to negotiate arms 

sales. 

 

http://www.janes.com/article/56522/us-navy-s-lead-zumwalt-class-destroyer-commences-sea-trials
http://thediplomat.com/2015/03/india-and-japan-inch-closer-to-surveillance-aircraft-deal/
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2015/11/28/national/politics-diplomacy/japan-expected-to-reach-deal-with-india-on-defense-related-equipment-exports/?utm_content=buffer09a83&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer#.VltGCfmrQUE
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2015/11/28/national/politics-diplomacy/japan-expected-to-reach-deal-with-india-on-defense-related-equipment-exports/?utm_content=buffer09a83&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer#.VltGCfmrQUE
http://thediplomat.com/2015/10/confirmed-japan-will-permanently-join-us-india-naval-exercises/
http://www.defencenow.com/news/375/japan-offers-its-amphibious-multirole-aircraft-to-indian-navy.html
http://thediplomat.com/2015/10/the-truth-about-japans-defense-exports/
http://csis.org/files/publication/150331_Sato_JapanArmsExport.pdf
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The Shinmaywa US-2, the kit at the center of this now four-year-long negotiation 

process, is a relatively unexciting piece of kit. It’s a reliable and capable surveillance 

aircraft. For India, the primary attractive feature of the US-2 is its versatility and its 

usefulness in maritime search and rescue operations due to its short take-off ability. 

The Indian Navy will likely deploy the aircraft to support military and civilian ships in 

the Indian Ocean and even deep in Southeast Asian waters, according to one Indian 

military source.  

 

With a range of 4,500 kilometers, the US-2 should reinforce India’s sea patrol and 

maritime domain awareness capabilities considerably in the Arabian Sea and Bay of 

Bengal. Progress on this deal will be a deliverable to watch for when Modi and Abe 

meet in a couple weeks. Though the US-2 sale has long been politically 

uncontroversial in both Tokyo and New Delhi, the devil with this deal is in the details. 

Tokyo is concerned about the possible leak of Japanese technological secrets. The 

Indian Navy is looking to license US-2s for assembly in India. Finally, depending on 

the outcome of negotiations on cost, India could expand its order from 12 units to as 

many as 18. 

 

Source: The Diplomat, 30 November 2015 

 

South Africa re-establishes Durban navy base 

- Helmoed-Römer Heitman 

 

The South African Navy (SAN) has re-designated Naval Station Durban as a naval 

base and begun initial work on refurbishing its facilities, it was announced on 8 

December. 

Once all the work has been completed, Durban will serve as the home base for the 

three Warrior-class patrol boats that remain in service with the SAN and provide 

support for other naval vessels operating on the east coast of South Africa and 

northwards into the Mozambique Channel. 

http://in.reuters.com/article/2014/01/28/india-japan-idINDEEA0R07S20140128
http://in.reuters.com/article/2014/01/28/india-japan-idINDEEA0R07S20140128
http://thediplomat.com/2015/11/japan-india-maritime-surveillance-aircraft-deal-may-come-before-the-new-year/


Page 37 of 60 

 

It will later be the base for the offshore and inshore patrol vessels (OPVs and IPVs) 

the SAN will acquire in the coming years. 

The naval base on Durban's Salisbury Island was downgraded to a naval station in 

2002 as part of cost-cutting forced on the SAN by its shrinking (in real terms) budget. 

The 2011 decision to patrol the Mozambique Channel triggered a rethink as 

conducting those patrols from Simon's Town Navy Base on Cape Peninsula was far 

from ideal. The initial focus will be on refurbishing and upgrading the accommodation 

at the Durban facility to accommodate additional personnel. 

It will then shift to creating the technical and training facilities needed so it can serve 

as the home base for the patrol squadron. These facilities will include workshops and 

magazines; probably bridge, operations room and platform-management simulators; 

and some capability to maintain the hulls. 

It is not yet clear whether the syncrolift installed to raise the Warrior-class patrol boats 

out of the water in the 1970/1980s will be replaced or modified to handle the much-

larger OPVs the SAN will acquire. Alternatively, major hull work could be handled in 

Simon's Town or contracted out in Durban. 

The two naval bases at Simon's Town and Durban will be supplemented by a naval 

station at Port Elizabeth, and smaller facilities at Saldanha Bay (collocated with the 

SAN's basic training establishment), Richard's Bay, Cape Town, and East London that 

will be capable of providing basic support for the currently envisaged six IPVs, which 

will be deployed at the major commercial ports for extended periods. 

Source: IHS Jane’s Defence Weekly, 9 December 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.janes.com/article/56543/south-africa-re-establishes-durban-navy-base
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Djibouti gets two new patrol boats from Japan 

 

- Jeremy Binnie 

 

Djibouti held a ceremony on 2 December to accept two new patrol boats that were 

built by Japan's Sumidagawa Shipyard under a JPY924 million (USD7.5 million) 

contract financed by Japan's International Organisation for Migration (IOM). 

The donation was announced in November 2014, when the local press reported that 

the boats would be 20 m in length, making them the largest operated by the Djibouti 

Coast Guard. 

It was announced during the acceptance ceremony that Japan had also paid for 20 

Djiboutian personnel in Morocco so they can operate and maintain the new vessels, 

named Damerjog and Khor Angar. 

Source: IHS Jane’s Defence Weekly, 6 December 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.janes.com/article/56484/djibouti-gets-two-new-patrol-boats-from-japan
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Innovation award for INS Sindhudhwaj 

- Special Correspondent 

 

Sindhughosh Class submarine of the Eastern Fleet INS Sindhudhwaj has won the 

maiden Innovation Trophy for Operational Units of the Indian Navy.The award was 

received by Commanding Officer INS Sindhudhwaj Commander Nandkumar Das from 

Prime Minister NarendraModi at the Navy Day Reception at the Navy House in New 

Delhi on Friday. 

INS Sindhudhwaj was awarded for ‘Ingenious repairs of submarine exhaust system 

under most challenging conditions whilst on patrol, ensuring uninterrupted dived 

operation during a critical search and rescue mission’. The submarine has played a 

crucial role in locating the Coast Guard Dornier that went missing off Tamil Nadu coast 

during a routine sortie. 

The award has been instituted by the Indian Navy for both uniformed and Defence 

civilian personnel of afloat and ashore units to encourage the personnel to find 

innovative solutions to day-to-day challenges. The award is to effectively use the 

power of innovative problem solving as a force multiplier in the direction of self 

reliance through indigenisation and innovation. The award received 135 entries 

highlighting significant innovations in operations and maintenance domains, were 

received as nominations after short-listing by respective Commands. Mumbai-based 

Hydrological survey vessel INS Sarvekshak was declared runner-up in the Operational 

Units category. 

Source: The Hindu, 5 December 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Visakhapatnam/innovation-award-for-ins-sindhudhwaj/article7951585.ece
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China’s rocky Silk Road 

 

- David Brewster 

 

China’s One Belt One Road (OBOR) initiative is an incredibly ambitious undertaking 

— and perhaps Beijing is only starting to realise just how ambitious it is. The OBOR 

involves building a host of new infrastructure connections between China, Russia, 

Central Asia and the Indian Ocean. A complementary series of ports and other 

infrastructure projects across the Indian Ocean called the Maritime Silk Route (MSR) 

adds a maritime leg to the land-based connections with the Indian Ocean, including 

the China–Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) and the proposed Bangladesh–

China–India–Myanmar Economic Corridor (BCIM). China has now also established 

major financing bodies, including the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank and the 

Silk Road Fund, to help fund an estimated US$250 billion worth of OBOR projects. 

In some ways the initiative seems the ultimate expression of China’s ambitions to 

remake the world around it. If built, the initiative could change the strategic and 

economic character of Eurasia and the Indian Ocean region. China would no longer 

be dependent upon its connections with East Asia and the Pacific; it would sit astride 

two oceans and potentially be able to dominate the entire Eurasian continent. 

But there is reason to be sceptical about how much of China’s plans will actually come 

to fruition. Elements of the OBOR — particularly in the Indian Ocean region — are 

increasingly seen as more of an expression of China’s long-term aspirations than 

reality. 

The OBOR initiative requires cooperation among many countries that are politically 

unstable, corrupt or experience high levels of civil conflict. This creates considerable 

risks for the implementation and operation of integrated infrastructure projects. This is 

particularly the case in the Indian Ocean region. Several of China’s neighbours — 

particularly India — have considerable concerns about the strategic consequences of 

China’s plan, although they remain tempted by the prospects of major Chinese 

investments. 

 



Page 41 of 60 

 

There are other problems. The MSR remains one of the least defined elements of 

the OBOR. China has been involved in constructing several ports in the northern 

Indian Ocean for several years. But there are few signs of this evolving as planned 

into a cohesive regional system in which goods move freely between Chinese-owned 

production zones situated in different countries. 

Several Southeast Asian states that are embroiled in maritime territorial disputes with 

China are looking at China’s proposed port projects warily. While Myanmar and Sri 

Lanka are happy to take Chinese investment, in recent years their leaders have faced 

considerable political backlash over corruption issues and Chinese control over 

infrastructure. 

India has particular sensitivities towards the MSR, which are driven by security 

concerns about any Chinese presence in the Indian Ocean. In June 2015, India’s 

Foreign Secretary, S Jaishankar called the MSR: ‘A [Chinese] national initiative 

devised with national interest, it is not incumbent on others to buy it’. Given India’s 

economic heft and geographic centrality, it is not clear whether the MSR would be 

viable without Delhi’s cooperation. 

There are also questions about the proposed BCIM project. The BCIM has been under 

discussion for some years and could well remain just an idea for years to come. In 

order to be successful, the BCIM project would require the coordination of major 

infrastructure projects and the free flow of goods and people between China, 

Myanmar, Bangladesh and India – four countries whose relationships have been 

historically difficult. Delhi has essentially placed the project on hold. India has security 

concerns about developing roads between China and its northeast states, because of 

the potential for China to effectively colonise that economically undeveloped region. 

Some in China are beginning to realise that India is an essential element in the BCIM 

and the MSR. And that China’s failure to properly consult with India about its plans 

would inevitably put India offside. Given the problems faced with the BCIM and the 

MSR, China is focusing on its third arm: the CPEC. In March 2015, President Xi 

announced Chinese investments in the CPEC of some US$46 billion. Pakistan is 

responding to China’s proposals enthusiastically, seeing it as an important balance 

against India, and perhaps for many, an opportunity to clip the ticket on Chinese 

investment. 

http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2015/10/08/china-hits-the-road/
http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2015/11/25/building-the-basis-for-india-china-cooperation/
http://www.telegraphindia.com/1150721/jsp/frontpage/story_32798.jsp
http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2014/07/18/bcim-corridor-a-game-changer-for-south-asian-trade/
http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2015/06/02/china-link-up-an-opportunity-and-a-challenge-for-pakistan/
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But China also faces considerable challenges in Pakistan. The CPEC’s route is still 

being finalised, but much of it would likely cross territories ripe with insurgency and 

resentment against foreigners. Ensuring the security of thousands of Chinese 

nationals will be a major problem and infrastructure itself will be vulnerable to attack. 

Many Chinese analysts take a somewhat rosy view that Pakistan’s problems will be 

resolved by ‘development’ (i.e. huge state sponsored projects undertaken by state-

owned companies). But Beijing may find that Islamic fundamentalists cannot be so 

easily bought off. 

The CPEC has the potential to fundamentally alter the China–Pakistan relationship. 

Until now China has had the luxury of taking the position that Pakistan’s domestic 

woes were none of its business. But with the security of thousands of nationals and 

billions of dollars ofinvestments at stake, China may find itself increasingly drawn into 

Pakistan’s politics and security concerns.  China may need some luck in these 

endeavours. 

In all likelihood many of these grand projects in the Indian Ocean region will unfold 

slowly and incrementally and not at the breakneck speed that we used to seeing from 

China. 

Source: East Asia Forum, 9 December 2015 

 

India defense minister meets with PACOM officials 

 

- Wyatt Olson 

ManoharParrikar became the first Indian defense minister to visit U.S. Pacific 

Command headquarters in Hawaii on Monday, a sign of continuing improvement for 

the nations’ military relations.PACOM commander Adm. Harry B. Harris Jr. met with 

Parrikar at Camp H.M. Smith, where they discussed the growth of the U.S.-India 

strategic partnership and the importance of expanded maritime security cooperation in 

military-to-military ties, a PACOM statement said. 

 

The visit follows Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s trip to the United States in 

September. Defense relations between India and America are at a post-World War II 

http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2015/06/04/mutual-interests-underlie-a-strong-china-pakistan-relationship/
http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2015/12/09/chinas-rocky-silk-road/
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high, many analysts say. Earlier this fall, India’s cabinet approved a $2.5 billion deal to 

buy 22 Apache attack helicopters and 15 Chinook helicopters from the U.S., and 

American officials have promised to share top aircraft-carrier and jet-engine 

technology. India hosted a naval exercise in October that included ships from the U.S. 

and Japan. 

Military cooperation was accelerated in January when India and the U.S. signed the 

Joint Strategic Vision for the Asia-Pacific and Indian Ocean Region, which commits 

the nations to working on mutual goals. “The importance of safeguarding maritime 

security and ensuring freedom of navigation and over flight throughout the region, 

especially in the South China Sea” is among the topics affirmed in the document. 

Harris and Parrikar talked about the potential for joint U.S.-India maritime patrols, 

according to the PACOM statement, but it did not specify where those might take 

place. No further details on the closed-door talks are available, a PACOM spokesman 

said. 

Although India does not border the South China Sea, the U.S. has been urging allies 

and partner nations in the region to join in so-called freedom-of-navigation patrols near 

disputed islands on which China has built runways and other structures, a process 

that the U.S. has characterized as “militarization.” 

India has tried to balance its relations with America and China but now seems intent 

on shoring up its defense relationship with the U.S. Its relationship with China is 

thorny, with a longtime border dispute in the northeastern state of Arunachal Pradesh, 

where troops sometimes clash. India, like many other nations, has experienced 

cyberattacks that originated in China. India is also competing for influence with its 

closest neighbors — Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Myanmar — which China has 

lavished with development projects and financial assistance.  

Harris encouraged senior Indian military leaders to participate in next year’s Chief of 

Defense Conference, the statement said. Harris and Parrikar also discussed the 

numerous exercises in which both countries participate — Malabar, YudhAbhyas, Red 

Flag, VajraPrahar and RIMPAC — “re-emphasizing that the United States is still 

India’s partner of choice for exercises and military-to-military engagements,” the 

statement said. 

Source: Stars and Stripes, 9 December 2015 

http://www.stripes.com/news/india-defense-minister-meets-with-pacom-officials-1.382845
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Southeast Asian Countries Union: EU-Style 'ASEAN Economic Community' 

Formally  

- Bill Rogers 

That is what will reward the efforts and contributions of previous leaders and peoples 

of ASEAN, without whose help we would not have reached this historic milestone", he 

said at the signing of the Kuala Lumpur Declaration on the Establishment of the 

ASEAN Community. Warning that terrorism is the "biggest threat" to the world, Prime 

Minister NarendraModi said on Sunday it should be de-linked from religion as he 

pitched for new global anti-terror strategies, while ensuring that no country gives 

sanctuary to terrorists, a veiled reference to Pakistan. "Now, we have to assure freer 

movements and removal of barriers that hinder growth and investment", he added.  

The community declaration was signed by leaders of the 10- member Association of 

Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) in Kuala Lumpur. One is the ASEAN Economic 

Community, better known as AEC. Addressing the Summit, Razak said that the 

ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) would become a legal entity on December 31. 

"Our peoples shall live in a safe, harmonious and secure environment, embrace the 

values of tolerance and moderation as well as uphold ASEAN fundamental principles, 

shared values and norms". "This region ... is critical to security, prosperity and human 

dignity around the world", he said, while also pledging continued trade, diplomatic, and 

security support for the region. PRESIDENT Benigno Aquino III arrived early Monday 

after joining the ASEAN meetings in Kuala Lumpur and reported such achievements 

as the signing of the Kuala Lumpur Declaration on the establishment of the ASEAN 

Community and the ASEAN Vision 2025.  

 

The Prime Minister also announced that India will soon provide e-visa services to all 

the member states of ASEAN. Besides this text, statesmen signed another statement 

that draws the lines of action of the next 10 years for the block, founded in 1967 by 

Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore and Thailand. At the follow-up press 

conference, the Malaysian PM stated that the 27th ASEAN Summit and related 

meetings succeeded and the bloc's leaders showed their satisfactions with what had 

achieved in the implementation of the ASEAN Community blueprint from 2009-2015.  

Yesterday, Modi addressed the ASEAN Summit and held discussions with his 

counterparts from China and Japan. Modi also echoed calls for restraint among 
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parties. "As our rapidly transforming region navigates its way through uncertain times 

to a peaceful and prosperous future, we look forward to ASEAN leading the way in 

defining the regional architecture", said Modi, who is here on a three-day visit to 

attend the ASEAN-India Summit and East Asia Summit. China, which claims nearly 

the entire energy-rich South China Sea, has been transforming reefs into artificial 

islands in the Spratly archipelago and building airfields and other facilities on some of 

them.  

Source: The Examiner Voice, 8 December 2015 

 
Union Cabinet approved financial assistance for ship building industry 
 

- Peter Nathanael 

 
The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi approved the 

proposal for introducing measures to encourage shipbuilding and ship repair industry 

in India under the ‘Make in India’ initiative on December 9, 2015. The measures are 

aimed at countering the cost disadvantage involved in ship building. The measures 

includes grant of financial assistance to shipyards. This includes- 

 After delivery of ship, financial assistance of 20% of the contract price or the fair 

price, whichever is lower. 

 The financial assistance will be reduced at the rate of 3% every three years and 

will be given for all types of ships. 

  This policy will be in force for next ten years. 

The implementation of this policy would require budgetary support of Rs. 4,000 crore 

over a period of ten years. The proposals also include grant of a Right of First 

Refusal for Indian shipyards for government purchases; tax incentives and grant of 

infrastructure status for shipbuilding and ship repair industry. 

Right of first refusal- The right of first refusal is a contractual right which gives its 

holder the option to enter a business transaction with that body first of all (In this case 

Government of India) before the contract giver approaches another business entity. 

The promotion of the shipbuilding and ship repair industry in India is important as, the 

shipbuilding industry has the same impact as infrastructure sector due to higher 

http://examinervoice.com/2015/12/08/southeast-asian-countries-union-eu-style-asean-economic/
http://www.prepsure.com/author/peter/
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multiplier effect on investment and turnover and high employment potential due to 

multiplier effect of the industry. 

 

The shipbuilding industry is strategically important industry due to role in energy 

security and maritime defence and for developing heavy engineering industry. The 

Policy will give a big boost to the shipbuilding and ship repair industry and will facilitate 

the ‘Make in India’ initiative of the Government of India. 

 

Source:Prepsure.com, 10 December 2015 

 

 

Shipping Dropped from Paris Climate Deal 

 

The global shipping and aviation industries have been left out from the draft Paris 

climate agreement published on Wednesday afternoon. The two sectors account for 5 

percent of the global emissions and their exclusion from the deal might compromise 

the 2 degree C target. The two sectors have been included in the previous version of 

the deal draft, however the latest version has omitted the paragraph. 

Danish shipping and energy conglomerate Maersk voiced disappointment by the 

decision. “Shipping is out of the latest draft. We are disappointed and hope it will be 

reintroduced before COP21 end,” John Kornerup Bang, Head of Positioning & 

Strategic Risk Management, Group Sustainability at A.P. Møller – Maersk Group 

commented. 

Matthias Groote, member of the European Parliament said: “Shipping and aviation 

have disappeared from the COP21 draft. We cannot reach the two degree target 

without including the highest emitters!” 

The dropping of international aviation and shipping emissions from the draft Paris 

climate agreement has fatally undermined the prospects of keeping global warming 

below 2°C, green NGOs Seas At Risk and Transport & Environment (T&E) have said. 

 

http://www.prepsure.com/news/union-cabinet-approved-financial-assistance-for-domestic-shipping-industry/
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As their emissions uniquely fall outside national reduction targets, they require an 

explicit reference in the agreement, the NGOs claim.  “If treated as countries, global 

aviation and shipping would both make the list of top 10 emitters. In recent years their 

emissions have grown twice as fast as the those of the global economy – an 80% rise 

in CO2 output from aviation and shipping between 1990 and 2010, versus 40% growth 

in CO2 emissions from global economic activity – and they are projected to grow by 

up to 270% in 2050,” they said in a release. According to T&E, aviation accounts for 

about 5% of global warming, and CO2 from shipping is about 3% of the global total.  

Both sectors are among the fastest growing sources of greenhouse gases at a global 

level and could be responsible for 39% of world CO2 emissions in 2050 if left 

unregulated, according to a scientific study published last month by the European 

Parliament. 

Source: World Maritime News, 10 December 2015 

 

Industry Bodies: Include Shipping in COP21 Deal 

The global shipping industry organizations are calling for shipping to be brought back 

in the latest draft text, issued days before talks were due to end at COP21 climate 

talks in Paris, by United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC). 

Shipping, together with aviation, had been included in earlier versions of the draft 

agreement on climate change, however the latest version makes no reference to 

these two industries. 

“The dropping of international aviation and shipping emissions from the draft Paris 

climate agreement makes keeping a temperature increase under 2 degrees close to 

impossible. Countries must insist that the Paris deal also tackles the two elephants in 

the room: planes’ and ships’ emissions,” T&E policy officer Andrew Murphy said. 

The International Chamber of Shipping (ICS), which has represented global ship 

operators throughout the UN Climate Change Conference in Paris, is supporting the 

move, along with the European shipowners, the European Commission, MEPs and 

various stakeholders. 

 

http://worldmaritimenews.com/archives/178438/shipping-dropped-from-paris-climate-deal/
http://worldmaritimenews.com/archives/178438/shipping-dropped-from-paris-climate-deal/
http://worldmaritimenews.com/archives/178438/shipping-dropped-from-paris-climate-deal/
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ICS claims that even without concrete mentioning the shipping will cut emissions.ICS 

says it would be helpful for the new agreement to reiterate the vital role of the UN 

International Maritime Organization (IMO) in the development of further measures to 

reduce CO2 emissions from shipping. 

 

“This would give extra encouragement to build on the global regulations IMO has 

already successfully adopted and which should reduce CO2 per tonne-km by 50% by 

2050. However, the absence of text is unlikely to inhibit the aspirations of 

governments – which are shared by the industry – for IMO to take further action,” ICS 

said. According to ICS, virtually all UNFCCC Parties and IMO Member States have 

made clear that they expect the industry to deliver more, and that work on CO2 

reduction must continue at IMO, as set out in the original Kyoto Protocol. 

 

“We firmly believe that deleting any reference to shipping and the progress needed at 

IMO level is a missed opportunity. The EU has already placed its faith in the IMO 

process by adopting legislation that will enable and support IMO in establishing a 

global data collection scheme,” said Patrick Verhoeven, ECSA Secretary General. In 

2016, work will continue at IMO to finalise the adoption of a global CO2 reporting 

system for ships as the first step in a process that is expected to lead to additional 

actions that could include a Market Based Measure (MBM). 

 

In addition, IMO has already agreed to have a discussion about CO2 targets for 

international shipping, as requested by the Marshall Islands and supported by the 

European Union. Shipping accounts for about 3% of the global warming, while aviation 

accounts for about 5%. If treated as countries, the two sectors would both make the 

list of top 10 emitters. A recent scientific study commissioned by the European 

Parliament found that almost 40% of all CO2 emissions in 2050 will be caused by 

aviation and shipping if left unregulated. A final deal was scheduled to be reached by 

Friday evening, but talks are now expected to continue into the weekend. 

 

Source: World Maritime News, 11 December 2015 

 

 

http://worldmaritimenews.com/archives/178555/industry-bodies-include-shipping-in-cop21-deal/
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More Green Ships Visit Antwerp Each Year 

 

The Belgian Port of Antwerp is handling ever bigger number of environmentally-

friendly seagoing ships each year, according to the results of the Environment Ship 

Index (ESI) introduced in Antwerp in 2011. 

During the first nine months of 2015 the port had already granted discounts for 661 

calls, up from 501 recorded in the past two years. 

In 2012 there were 462 calls in Antwerp by ships that qualified for the discount. 

ESI enables ports to grant a discount on port dues for ships that make a significant 

contribution to reducing emissions of pollutants such as NOx and SOx. 

Antwerp was one of the group of ports that first introduced the ESI in 2010, along with 

Le Havre, Rotterdam, Amsterdam and Hamburg. 

The index, developed as part of the World Port Climate Initiative (WPCI), gives a 

score for ships that emit fewer pollutants than the legal minimum imposed by the IMO 

and EU. 

The decision to grant discounts in Antwerp was one of the measures in the port’s 

action plan for particulates and NOx. In Antwerp a discount of 10% is accorded for all 

calls by ships with a score of 31 or more. The introduction of the measure is one of the 

initiatives taken by the port of Antwerp to promote sustainable enterprise. 

The fifth anniversary of the ESI was celebrated at a meeting in Paris on 3 and 4 

December, coinciding with the climate summit meeting being held in the French 

capital at that time. 

Source: World Maritime News, 10 December 2015 

 

 

 

 

http://worldmaritimenews.com/archives/178442/more-green-ships-visit-antwerp-each-year/
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Sagar Kavach scheduled for Dec 10, 11 

The objective of this exercise is to provide seamless collaborative seaward cover 

along the Goa coast by all security agencies from coastal belt area line to the limit of 

territorial water that is 12 nautical miles, an official said. The exercise will also assess 

the effectiveness of coastal fishing community in serving as the “Eyes and Ears” for 

early warning of seaward threat. 

The coastal security exercise is being supervised by the chief secretary and is 

conducted and coordinated by Indian Coast Guard in Goa. Various agencies including 

Indian Coast Guard, Indian Navy, Goa police, and Goa coastal security intelligence 

agencies, MPT, captain of ports department, CISF and customs etc. will participate in 

the exercise. In the exercise, intelligence and infiltration will be induced and the 

alertness and preparedness of all the stakeholders including people of Goa will be 

tested. 

Source: The Times of India, 5 December 2015 

 
 
India-Japan strategic partnership: Renewed focus on peace and security in 
Asia 
 

- Madhuchanda Ghosh 

 
India and Japan are redefining their relations in the backdrop of the changing security 

architecture in Asia. The post Cold War structural changes in Asia’s security 

environment have given India and Japan much more strategic maneuverability as 

compared to the Cold War period.  

In the post Cold War Asia, the parameters of India’s foreign policy are undergoing 

major changes as the country strives for a larger regional and global role for itself. 

Forging strategic partnerships with the United States and the major powers, the quest 

for a permanent seat on the U.N. Security Council, rapprochement with China, 

aspirations for a blue water navy are all indicators of a major shift in India’s foreign 

policy approach.  

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/goa/Sagar-Kavach-scheduled-for-Dec-10-11/articleshow/50049267.cms
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Japan appears to be moving from being a “trading state” of the Cold War era to 

becoming a “normal state” in the post-Cold War period, with growing political and 

military potential as reflected in its assertive foreign policy declarations and shedding 

of its self-imposed limitations on collective security and defense collaborations. As a 

corollary the low-intensity relationship between India and Japan is undergoing a 

remarkable turnaround acquiring a new dimension focused on mutual security and 

strategic interests. 

Given the strong convergence of strategic interests, an absence of historical fault lines 

and no outstanding political issue between them, India and Japan are indeed natural 

partners. India’s perception of Japan has historically been positive, going back to 

Japan’s victory over Russia, which was perceived in India as being the beginning of 

an Asian resurgence. Japan’s assistance to Subhas Chandra Bose, one of the key 

Indian nationalist leaders of India’s independence movement, continues to shape 

popular Indian perceptions about Japan. The positive historical legacy, however, did 

not lead the two states to build a strong political relationship during the Cold War era 

as the strategic pressures prevented the two states from developing a meaningful 

engagement. 

In the post Cold War regional geopolitical scenario the bond between the two nations 

has been bolstered by the deepening of political and strategic engagement over the 

last two decades. Of all the Japanese premiers, Prime Minister Shinzo Abe has been 

the most enthusiastic about giving a strategic orientation in Japan’s relations with 

India. During his maiden visit to India, in his first term as the prime minister, Abe 

emphasized the “Confluence of the Two Seas,” the Pacific and the Indian Oceans, 

which indicated Japan’s strong intent to deepen its maritime security cooperation with 

India.  

Abe, in a research interview, viewed that India-Japan security cooperation would act 

as a stabilizing force in Asia, particularly in the light of the growing power 

disequilibrium. Given that the balance of power in Asia will be determined by events in 

the Indo-Pacific region, these two major Asian maritime democracies are keen to work 

together to promote peace, security and stability in the region.  
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The Indian premier Narendra Modi’s making Japan his second overseas destination, 

after assuming office, indicates the high degree of importance that Japan will be 

accorded in the Indian government’s Act East agenda. 

A strong political will to boost strategic cooperation could be noted in the 2014 Tokyo 

Declaration, as the two premiers raised the bilateral relationship to a “special strategic 

and global partnership.” An important area of Indo-Japanese strategic convergence is 

enhancing maritime security. The maritime security environment in the Indo-Pacific 

region is rapidly deteriorating with the growing menace of sea piracy. The economies 

of both countries are heavily dependent on sea-based transport and the safe passage 

of energy resources from the Persian Gulf. Securing energy supply routes and 

ensuring freedom of navigation are, therefore, core strategic interests for both. India 

and Japan are keen on deepening maritime security cooperation to tackle sea piracy 

and protect the maritime commons. It needs to be noted that the importance India 

attaches to Japan as its key maritime security partner is particularly evident from New 

Delhi’s decision to include Japan as a permanent member in the Malabar exercises, 

traditionally a bilateral India-U.S. naval exercise. While India and Japan have 

succeeded in forging a robust politico-strategic partnership, the two states are yet to 

build a strong economic relationship.  

In 2012-2013 bilateral trade was only $18 billion. India accounts for a minuscule 1 

percent of Japan’s total trade while Japan accounts for 2.5 percent of India’s. Japan 

ranks fourth among investors in India but with only 7 percent of the total.  In the 

coming five years, the Abe government intends to double the Japanese investment 

and the number of companies in India. India, on its part, has to mobilize $35 billion of 

public and private Japanese investment, including official development assistance.  

The two states would gain significantly from the economic complementarities such as 

India’s growing market of 1.2 billion people and Japan’s search for new markets, 

Japan’s strength in hardware and India’s in software and India’s huge infrastructural 

needs and Japan’s technological expertise. India can offer Japan the world’s largest 

pool of skilled manpower. 

As India and Japan pledged, in the Tokyo Declaration, to maximize the potential of the 

strategic partnership in advancing peace, stability and security in the Indo-Pacific 
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region, the forthcoming visit of Prime Minister Abe to India is likely to witness an 

upgrade of the bilateral defense ties, with a particular focus on enhancing maritime 

security and freedom of navigation in the region. Prime Minister Modi would be keen 

on finalizing the purchase of US-2 amphibian aircraft and pursuing Japan on the issue 

of civil nuclear cooperation. Given Abe’s strong admiration for India, his friendly ties 

with India’s new prime minister and his urge to bolster the India-Japan strategic and 

global partnership, the forthcoming visit of the Japanese premier is likely to bring 

about a major transformation in India-Japan relations in the changing, complex Asian 

geopolitical scenario. 

Source: The Japan News, 9 December 2015 

 

Upgrades transforming US military bases on Guam 

- John Braddock 

 

As part of Washington’s strategic anti-China “pivot” to East Asia, expensive upgrades 

to US Navy and Air Force facilities on Guam are underway in preparation for the 

deployment of the military’s most advanced warships and aircraft, as well as the 

relocation of thousands of US Marines from the Japanese island of Okinawa. 

 

According to a report on the McClatchy DC website on November 22, the cost of the 

infrastructure upgrade alone will exceed $US8.7 billion. The US military 

newspaper Stars and Stripes noted that the restructuring will “elevate the tiny Pacific 

island into a maritime strategic hub, a key element laid out by the Pentagon in the 

Asia-Pacific Maritime Security Strategy.” Some 5,000 American military personnel are 

expected to be deployed over the next several years, along with advanced aircraft, 

drones, submarines and patrol boats. 

 

The Pentagon’s far-reaching plans for war against China, known as “Air Sea Battle,” 

rely on regional bases and “warfighting platforms”—including aircraft carriers, ballistic 

missile capable ships, submarines and reconnaissance aircraft—to mount a 

devastating air and missile attack on the Chinese mainland.  

 

http://the-japan-news.com/news/article/0002614757
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In the next five years, two-thirds of the US Navy’s 300 ships will be operating in the 

Pacific. Existing military facilities in South Korea, Japan, the Philippines and 

Singapore are being upgraded, along with the expanded use of Australian ports and 

bases, including at the northernmost city of Darwin. 

 

Guam and the adjacent Northern Mariana Islands, US colonial possessions since 

1898, occupy a particular strategic and historic significance in US imperialism’s thrust 

into the western Pacific. Late in World War II, after American forces retook Guam from 

the Japanese, the island was converted into a massive supply depot to support 

invasions of the Philippines, Iwo Jima, Okinawa and, it was then expected, Japan. 

Thousands of B-29 bombing raids flew from Guam’s Andersen Air Force Base in 

operations over Japan. 

 

In August 1945, the airfield on the nearby island of Tinian became the staging post for 

the devastating nuclear attacks on the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. US 

military forces have maintained a presence on Guam ever since. During the Vietnam 

War, 150 B-52s were amassed at Andersen Base for the intensive bombing of North 

Vietnam. Andersen remained a strategic B-52 base until the collapse of the USSR in 

1991, after which it remained in service but was downgraded. Guam is now being 

transformed. Patrick M. Cronin, senior director of the Asia-Pacific Security Program at 

the Center for a New American Security, a Washington-based think tank, pointed out 

that Guam is the only strategic US territory within the Asian time zone. “Every other 

contingency requires reinforcement from Hawaii, Alaska or the West Coast of the 

United States, or it depends on the politically precarious and expensive forward-

basing in host countries” such as Japan and South Korea, Cronin told Stars and 

Stripes . 

 

This has been a particular concern for military planners since the Philippines 

government forced the closure of the major US bases of Subic Bay and the Clark 

Airfield in 1992. Guam’s strategic location gives the US “persistent engagement and 

presence” that is intended as a deterrence to North Korea, and “to China’s rising 

power,” Cronin declared. 
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Beijing’s actions in the region, however, are in response to Washington’s mounting 

interventions which are designed to militarily encircle and isolate China. On November 

8 and 9, two nuclear-capable B-52 bombers operating from Guam conducted missions 

close to Chinese-claimed islets in the South China Sea. The provocation came just 

two weeks after the guided missile destroyer USS Lassen deliberately intruded within 

territorial waters administered by China. 

 

The US Navy and Air Force operate adjoining bases on Guam. The naval group 

includes a squadron of four attack submarines. The Air Force hosts a rotational unit of 

B-52 bombers and a squadron of remotely-piloted aircraft. Extensive training ranges 

on the Mariana Islands have been the site of three major Valiant Shield joint exercises 

in recent years.  

 

More than a third of the estimated cost of the restructure is being funded by Japan, 

based on US promises to relocate 5,000 troops to Guam from Okinawa.  Okinawa 

residents have protested for decades about the presence of some 25,000 US troops 

and military hardware, particularly in the heart of the island’s major city. 

 

While the US will continue to maintain bases on Okinawa, Japan’s support for the 

Guam upgrade stems from the intended use of the Marianas as a joint training facility, 

integrating both sea and land warfare, with US forces. As part of its remilitarization 

program, Japan last year began training an amphibious fighting unit modelled on the 

US Marines to be focused on islands adjacent to the Chinese mainland. Preparations 

for large-scale military conflict are clearly involved. Steven Wolborsky, director of 

plans, program and readiness at Anderson told Stars and Stripes that a rebuilding 

program for the base’s two 11,000-feet concrete runways is now complete. Over 19 

million pounds of explosives are stored across the facility’s 4,400 acres. “We have 

enough parking for more than 155 aircraft, with a robust in-ground refueling 

infrastructure,” Wolborsky declared. “We have the largest capacity of jet fuel in the Air 

Force at 66 million gallons”—coupled with an equal amount at the nearby Naval base. 

Construction has begun on two hangars which will enable fighter jets to remain 

running as they take on fuel. Work is also under way for a hangar to lodge the Navy’s 

MQ-4C Triton surveillance drones, with the first of four expected to arrive in 2017. The 
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high-altitude Tritons have a range of 2,300 miles, allowing them to easily reach the 

Chinese mainland. 

 

At the naval base, the Pentagon and Japan are spending hundreds of millions of 

dollars to improve the harbour so it can handle more ships and Marines. Victor Wharf, 

the longest in the Pacific, has been renovated, along with a second wharf to support 

heavy vehicles with tank-track capabilities. There is space to support an amphibious 

readiness group, which includes a transport dock, amphibious assault ships and 

support vessels. An example of the new equipment to be stationed at the base is the 

“state of the art” Mark VI patrol boat, described by one Navy spokesman as a “game 

changer.” With the capacity to operate in both the high seas and shallow waters of 

inshore islands in support of major combat operations, the boats are described as 

having the “versatility” of the PT boats used throughout the Pacific island chains 

during World War II. 

 

According to McClatchy DC, there is growing opposition among Guam’s population of 

160,000 to the US military presence. The Northern Marianas tourism industry, which 

has been developing commercial links with China, has also objected. An opposition 

group called ‘We Are Guahan’ recently filed a lawsuit that forced the Pentagon to 

scale back some of its plans. Many local people, however, said their preference for no 

new Marines on Guam was “never considered.” Whatever popular opposition is voiced 

to US imperialism’s vast military expansion, the ongoing preparations for all-out war 

are proceeding apace. Washington’s “pivot to Asia” involves not only the consolidation 

of alliances throughout Asia directed against China, but the build-up and use of 

overwhelming military power to establish unchallenged American domination. 

 

Source: World Socialist Web Site, 3 December 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2015/12/03/guam-d03.html
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South Korea, Indonesia Firms Ink New Defense Pact 

- Prashanth Parameswaran 

 
South Korean and Indonesian firms inked a strategic cooperation agreement that 

seeks to deepen defense collaboration between them, media outlets reported 

December 4. 

The deal between Korea Aerospace Industries (KAI) and Indonesia’s state-owned 

company PT Dirgantara Indonesia (PTDI) would establish closer ties necessary to 

strengthen ongoing collaboration as well as explore new areas. 

“The agreement will pave the way for continued bilateral cooperation between the two 

companies and help them work together,” a KAI official told The Korea Times. 

The deal, signed December 4, calls for expanding cooperation, including in the sectors 

of unmanned aircraft as well as the defense and commercial aviation industries. The 

two sides will also form a committee to discuss ways to promote greater collaboration 

and will hold biannual meetings. 

KAI officials also reportedly said that the new agreement would allow it to make 

greater inroads into the Indonesian market, including in areas like the depot 

maintenance market for the air force and other aerospace sectors. 

The new pact will also facilitate work by the two companies on the new Korean Fighter 

Experimental (KFX) 4.5-generation aircraft. KAI and the Indonesian government had 

concluded an agreement on November 23 outlining the specifics of their ongoing 

cooperation on the joint development and production of the KFX. 

Under the agreement, Indonesia would contribute 1.7 trillion won ($1.5 billion) of the 

total 8.7 trillion won in development costs, and PTDI would participate in the design 

and production phase as well as acquire access to aviation technology and know-how. 

Indonesia would be entitled to purchase the aircraft. 

“The strategic partnership of the two countries will guarantee the success of KF-X and 

entry into a new market,” KAI President Ha Sung-Yong said, according to South 

Korean media outlet Yonhap News. “It will be a win-win deal for the two countries’ 

http://thediplomat.com/authors/prashanth-parameswaran/
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aerospace industries to become a new growth engine for the countries’ economic 

growth.” 

The KFX collaboration between Jakarta and Seoul dates back to 2009, when the two 

countries first signed a letter of intent to develop the jet. South Korea has been looking 

to develop the aircraft to replace its aging F-4 and F-5 fighter aircraft as well as to 

export to several countries.  KAI was selected as the preferred developer of the KFX 

in March. 

Source: The Diplomat, 8 December 2015 

 

 

India set to ink defense deals worth more than one lakh cr with Russia 

 

India and Russia are likely to sign several high profile defence agreements during 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Moscow for his annual summit with President 

Vladimir Putin.  

The deals include a mega contract to acquire S-400 anti-ballistic missile systems at a 

cost of around Rs 70,000 crores, top sources in the Defence Ministry said. 

Mr Modi is likely to visit Moscow immediately after the winter session of Parliament, 

most probably on December 24-25. Other defence deals, which may on the table 

include the purchase of 48 Mi-17V5 attack helicopters for the IAF and 50 Kamov 

multirole choppers for the Indian Navy. Talks to lease one more nuclear submarine 

from Russia seems to have hit the road block. “We are no more considering to lease 

the nuclear submarine,” said a top level naval official. 

The Russians had offered Kashalot K-322 nuclear power submarine of project 971 

Shchuka to India and the talks were going on for some months. Indian Navy is already 

operating a Nerpa class Russian nuclear-powered submarine ‘INS Chakra,’ which it 

leased from Moscow in 2012 for ten years. The Indian Navy operated a Russian 

nuclear submarine for ten years back in the early 1980s. 

The Russians have offered to upgrade the submarine based on Indian requirements 

and promised to handover the charge of the vessel in 2018 after the repair, upgrade 

and testing work and the Indian crew’s training are completed. The official would not 

http://thediplomat.com/2015/12/south-korea-indonesia-firms-ink-new-defense-pact/
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say why the talks for leasing submarine is not fructifying. However, deal for S-400 

missile system said to be firmly on track. 

The modalities, including the price of deal and number of systems to be acquired, 

were agreed upon during the meeting of India-Russia Inter Governmental Commission 

on Military-Technical-Cooperation (IRIGC-MTC) which was co-chaired by Defence 

Minister Manohar Parrikar and his Russian counterpart Sergei Shoigu in the first week 

of last month. 

Source: Central Chronicle, 7 December 2015 

 

Government prepares for Rs 2 Trillion aircraft deal that will be India's biggest 

ever defence order 

- Sandeep Unnithan 

The decks have been cleared for the country’s largest ever defence order, over Rs 2 

trillion for 100 Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas.  

 

At a crucial November 27 governing body meeting of the DRDO’s Aeronautical 

Development Agency (ADA) that included manufacturers Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd 

(HAL), the IAF brought down a wish list of 57 outstanding maintenance issues with the 

aircraft down to 43, all of which can be executed by ADA and HAL without changing 

the aircraft design. “We are now hopeful of an order for 100 Mark 1-As before the end 

of the current financial year,” DRDO chief Dr S Christopher told Mail Today. 

 

The meeting of the governing council headed by Dr Christopher follows the 

September 23 signing of new aircraft specifications between the four key stakeholders 

in the three-decade old LCA project -the IAF, DRDO, MoD and HAL. The agreement 

has launched the struggling LCA Tejas project on a new trajectory. Designs of the 

Mark- 1A will be complete by 2017 and the modified aircraft could enter production 

from 2019.HAL is currently supplying the IAF with 20 variants of the basic LCA Tejas. 

The DRDO chief says the Mark 1-A Tejas will address other shortcomings indicated 

by the IAF like the lack of an Active Electronically Scanned Array or AESA radar, and 

Electronic Support Measures (ESM) which will be carried on a pod instead of within 

the fuselage.  

http://www.centralchronicle.com/india-set-to-ink-defence-deals-worth-more-than-one-lakh-cr-with-russia.html
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The modified Mark 1-A was proposed by HAL this year as a stop-gap, because the 

Mark 2 with uprated GE-414 engines and a lengthened fuselage, will not be ready for 

induction before 2024.  

 

“Re-positioning of major (aircraft) aggregates for the ease of maintenance has nullified 

the requirement to stretch the fuselage that would have increased aerodynamic drag 

to such levels as to require the more powerful F-414 engine. This negates the 

requirement to have LCA Mk2 for the IAF,” says Air Vice Marshal Manmohan Bahadur 

(retired) of the Centre for Air Power Studies.  

 

Significantly, HAL has assured the IAF that it will double production capacity in its 

Bengaluru facility to roll out 16 aircraft each year. The Mark 1-A is meant to arrest the 

alarming shortfall in the IAF’s fighter squadron fleet from a sanctioned strength of 39.5 

squadrons to the present 35 squadrons. These squadrons are projected to further dip 

by 2022 when over 200 MiG-21 and MiG-27s are phased out.  

 

The ADA is now designing the LCA’s Mark 2 variant only for the Indian Navy and the 

design will be ready by 2022. The agency also hopes to complete designs of a 

generation 4.5 Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft by 2022. 

 

Source: Mail Online India, 30 November 2015 
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