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Maritime Geography: The Foundation of American Power 

-- James R. Holmes 

The Naval Diplomat family is closing out the 
summer in maritime fashion, at Stone Harbour, 
our long-time haunt along the Jersey Shore. I 
hasten to add that this is not the stretch of the 
Shore inhabited by strange creatures bearing 
names like Snooki. It's the extreme southern part 
near Cape May, the Victorian town that, together 
with its environs, shows why New Jersey merits 
the nickname Garden State. The gap between 

Cape May and Lewes, Delaware, constitutes the entryway to Delaware Bay, the 
gateway for shipping to the Delaware River, and thence to Philadelphia. The region 
is a microcosm of non-naval nautical pursuits. For example, few think of Philly as a 
seafaring town. But it is. The city was home to the nation's first naval shipyard, 
founded in 1776. Expanded over the centuries, the yard could ultimately dry dock 
aircraft carriers and battleships. It finally shut down during the 1990s, a victim of 
base realignment and closure. I got to know South Philly rather intimately during a 
post-shakedown refit in 1989. 

That oceangoing behemoths can reach inland metropolises is a reminder of how 
geography has blessed North America with inland waterways, from historic bays 
such as the Chesapeake to rivers like the Delaware and the mighty Mississippi. 
Geography abetted seagoing commerce, and thus national development, long before 
canals were dug or railroad track was laid to permit rapid overland transport. 
Maritime, then, is an expansive term, encompassing far more than navies duelling on 
the high seas or blockading enemy shorelines. The US Navy and Marines are largely 
absent from this arc of the eastern seaboard, while commercial, police, and 
recreational uses of the sea are everywhere on display. Cape May is an easy ten-
mile ride down the Garden State Parkway. The town is a seat of US Coast Guard 
training. Five cutters police the sea from the Coast Guard station, while recruits 
undergo boot camp there. Nor are maritime endeavours the sole province of 
governments. As I sit here on the deck of my mother-in-law's beach house, I can 
look eastward into the broad Atlantic Ocean or westward into the wetlands 
separating Seven Mile Island from the mainland. Freighters and other deep-draft 
merchantmen pass hither and yon along the Atlantic side, bound to or from ports like 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Norfolk. Fishing boats and other pleasure craft ply the 
channels that slice their way through the tall grasses on the inland side. This is all 
part of the nation's seafaring life.  

There's a vertical dimension to maritime affairs as well. A stately US Army Air Force 
B-17 Flying Fortress, the bomber on which the US military pinned its hopes for 
defending the Philippines in 1941-1942, has been cruising the skies just offshore this 
weekend. So has a B-24 Liberator, an ungainly-looking warplane that boasted 
sufficient range to patrol Central Atlantic waters for German U-boats from North 
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American airfields. These vintage aircraft are presumably taking part in an air-show. 
Their presence hints at what things must've been like around here seventy years 
ago, during the decisive year in the Battle of the Atlantic. One often hears the charge 
that America (or Great Britain, or India) suffers from "sea-blindness." Peoples, that is, 
grow so accustomed to free use of the sea that they take it for granted. It's invisible 
to people living their everyday lives. If so, navies, coast guards, and infrastructure to 
support commercial enterprises appear largely superfluous. They have a hard time 
competing for public taxpayer dollars. The challenge before maritime proponents is 
to make sea power visible to rank-and-file citizens again. Otherwise it may atrophy. 

(James R. Holmes is a defence analyst for The Diplomat and a professor of strategy at the US 
Naval War College where he specialises in US, Chinese and Indian maritime strategy and US 
diplomatic and military history.) 

Source: The Diplomat, 2 September 

ASEAN’s Security Needs Mature Involvement from Great Powers 

-- Ei Sun Oh 

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
owes its inception to the political and security needs 
of the region in the turbulent 1960s.  The Vietnam 
War was raging and poised to engulf the rest of 
Southeast Asia. Malaysia, Indonesia and the 
Philippines had just emerged from a series of 
protracted border conflicts. It was strongly felt then 
that a regional platform for effective dialogue, 
pragmatic conciliation and also collective security was 
sorely needed, hence the birth of ASEAN. 

It is therefore particularly ironic that over the years, 
while ASEAN has made leaps and bounds in its economic and sociocultural pillars, 
with the shining example of the forthcoming ASEAN Economic Community in 2015, 
its political-security pillar has witnessed only modest progress. Partly to correct this 
uneven trend, ASEAN leaders decided to invite major powers from around the region 
to join ASEAN defence ministers in what has come to be known as the ASEAN 
Defence Ministers Meeting-Plus (ADMM-Plus). 

The recent ADMM-Plus has just concluded in Brunei, and among those present were 
Chinese Minister of National Defence Chang Wanquan and US Secretary of Defence 
Chuck Hagel. The outcomes of the meeting were predictable enough: renewed calls 
for capacity-building through wider and deeper interactions and interoperability 
among the militaries concerned. But most importantly, the Brunei ADMM-Plus 
reaffirms the crucial concept of "ASEAN centrality" in regional affairs, security 
included. Nevertheless, subtly but persistently omnipresent during this triennial, soon 
to become biennial, regional defence summit in Brunei were the conspicuous 
phantoms of tensions on the South China Sea, as well as the fleeting shadows of 
Sino-US interplay. Moreover, the phantoms and the shadows often coalesced into 
one. 

http://thediplomat.com/the-naval-diplomat/2013/09/02/maritime-geography-the-foundation-of-american-power/
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For its own set of reasons, a preference for bilateral instead of multilateral 
negotiations being one, China would not like to see the South China Sea disputes 
assume the top of the Brunei ADMM-Plus agenda. However, the US representatives 
appeared to push for a prominent role for South China Sea discussions during the 
same meeting. Hagel formally launched his salvo during the second day of the 
Brunei ADMM-Plus. He decried the ineffectiveness of actions at sea "to advance 
territorial claims," and thought that they "increase the risk of confrontation, 
undermine regional stability and dim the prospects for diplomacy." 

At first hearing, Hagel's observations sounded fair and realistic enough, and were in 
line with the modern notion of peaceful coexistence. However, a closer examination 
of a series of announcements by Hagel himself during his visits to Southeast Asian 
nations immediately preceding and following the Brunei ADMM-Plus would 
unfortunately render his otherwise lofty words hollow and perhaps even hypocritical. 
Earlier in Malaysia, Hagel made public a significant funding increase of over 50% for 
military training and education specifically earmarked for Southeast Asia. In Jakarta, 
right before the Brunei ADMM-Plus, Hagel announced the sale of Apache attack 
helicopters to Indonesia.  

And stopping by Manila on his way back to the US, Hagel discussed a framework 
agreement with his Filipino hosts "that would allow US forces to operate on 
Philippine military bases and in Philippine territory and waters" and expressed his 
support for the Philippines' "defence modernisation agenda." This recipe for 
heightened militarisation of Southeast Asia by the US frankly does not tally with 
Hagel's remarks during the Brunei ADMM-Plus. If truly implemented, it would itself 
"increase the risk of confrontation, undermine regional stability and dim the 
prospects for diplomacy." 

For one, the already tense situation in South China Sea would be further 
exacerbated, with the risk of sabre-rattling becoming menacingly real. Right after the 
Brunei ADMM-Plus, China convened a special meeting in Beijing with the ASEAN 
foreign ministers to commemorate the 10th anniversary of China-ASEAN Strategic 
Partnership. Chinese Minister of Foreign Affairs Wang Yi said that one individual 
position should not replace that of ASEAN. This statement is reassuring for ASEAN 
countries, as from their point of view it confirms China's willingness to engage its 
ASEAN neighbours in a comprehensive manner and not be overshadowed by South 
China Sea matters alone, besides reaffirming the centrality of ASEAN. 

Both sides did put words into actions, by announcing plans to upgrade their free 
trade agreement. Increased trade will surely foster peaceful friendship between the 
two sides. ASEAN members, together with their partners such as the US and China, 
must pick up the share of hard work to harness the positive spirit that can shape a 
stable and prosperous Southeast Asia that is crucial for the healthy recovery of the 
world economy. 

(The author is a senior fellow with the S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies, Nanyang 
Technological University, Singapore.) 

Source: Global Times, 3 September 

http://www.globaltimes.cn/content/808386.shtml#.UjbBy9KnqxW
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China’s New Map: Just another Dash? 

-- Euan Graham 

The recent publication of China’s new national map – which both re-affirms its 
historical claims to the South China Sea and incorporates a 10th ‘dash’ in the East 
China Sea, near Taiwan – has created ripples in Southeast Asia and beyond. Since 
the 10th dash is not, in fact, new, there is less novelty to this development than first 
meets the eye. It nonetheless raises important questions about China’s intentions, 
which hover around the basic ambiguity of its position. 

The latest national map was published in June by SinoMaps Press, China’s state 
mapping authority, under the jurisdiction of the State Bureau of Surveying and 
Mapping. It is thus officially approved. Previously, Beijing had asserted its South 
China Sea claims with reference to a nine-dash line encompassing a large swath of 
the strategically important sea, including disputed islands close to neighbouring 
countries. This was previously presented as an ‘inset’ within the official map, with 
this inset appended, for example, to China’s official protest against Vietnam’s and 
Malaysia’s joint submission to the UN Commission on the Limits of the Continental 
Shelf in May 2009. Yet now, Beijing’s familiar nine-dash line has been supplemented 
by a 10th dash east of Taiwan, and has been fully integrated into the new national 
map. This map also features as a background in China’s latest passports, a 
development that has drawn protests from both Vietnam and the Philippines. 

China’s dashed-
line claims in the 
South China Sea 
date back to a 
map issued by 
the Kuomintang 
government in 
1947. This map 
featured a line of 
eleven dashes, 
extending from 
Taiwan to the 
Gulf of Tonkin. 
After the 

Communists 
came to power in 

1949, the Kuomintang’s claims in the South China Sea were asserted by both of the 
rival regimes in Beijing and Taipei. However, it was in Beijing that the ‘inset’ map 
emerged as the official frame of reference, albeit without the 11th dash originally 
marked near Taiwan. Later, Beijing’s dashed line was further modified to reflect the 
bilateral maritime boundary agreed with Vietnam in the Gulf of Tonkin, ratified in 
2004. Hence, the nine-dash line has become the most familiar reference point for 
China’s claims in the South China Sea. 

As such, the demarcation of a 10th dash off the coast of Taiwan is not, in itself, new. 
Yet it is not surprising that many Asian states, some of which contest China’s claims 
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in the South China Sea, have elicited political significance from its re-appearance 
and the incorporation of the inset into the main part of the latest map. 

In Japan, for example, the map has 
raised eyebrows because the new line 
is drawn very close to Yonaguni, the 
western-most Island in its Ryukyu 
chain – located only 70 miles from 
Taiwan – and part of Okinawa 
Prefecture. Indeed, while China does 
not dispute Japanese sovereignty over 
Yonaguni – unlike the Senkaku/Diaoyu 
Islands to the north – the island is 
practically obscured by the shading 
surrounding China’s 10th dash.  

Meanwhile, its re-appearance also 
serves to re-iterate Beijing’s 
longstanding assertion of sovereignty 
over Taiwan, as an extension of its 
claims in the South China Sea. Indeed, 
while the 10th dash does not expand 
on China’s existing territorial claims, it 
symbolically subsumes Taiwan’s 

identical claims in the South China Sea, which are derived from the same 
Kuomintang source. Taiwan is still an important player in the South China Sea, 
occupying the largest island in the Spratly archipelago. In the East China Sea, 
moreover, it vigorously disputes Tokyo’s claim to the Senkaku/Diaoyu Islands, its 
position virtually identical to that of Beijing. China may therefore be aiming to 
highlight the mirror-image symmetry of its own maritime territorial claims with those 
of Taiwan, as a means of further narrowing the cross-strait gap, aligning Taipei and 
Beijing along a common nationalist axis, and demonstrating a unity of purpose 
between the two. In doing so, it has sought to capitalise upon recent tensions 
between Taiwan and the Philippines, over the killing of a Taiwanese fisherman by 
the latter’s coastguard in May. Beijing may also see advantage in reaching out to 
Taiwan’s scholarly community, with the aim of buttressing the evidence base for 
China’s historical claims in the South China Sea through the study of documentation 
from the pre-1949 era. 

Despite the improvement in cross-strait ties in recent years, however, Taiwan’s 
political leadership is wary of accepting overt support from China for its maritime 
claims, cognisant of the risk that Taiwan could be perceived as a proxy supporter of 
China’s own territorial ambitions and of the strains this would place on Taipei’s 
relations with the US and its regional allies as a result. 

China, however, continues to promote this symmetry, particularly in relation to its on-
going confrontation with Japan over the Senkaku/Diaoyu Islands, where China’s 
claim to the islands runs through Taiwan. As such, the 10th line on the map hints at 
a broader linkage, in Chinese minds, between claims in the South China Sea and 
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claims in the East China Sea, where Beijing’s political and strategic priorities are 
currently centred. It is also read as such by Japanese analysts. 

Meanwhile, the new map’s legend 
has also attracted attention, both in 
Japan and Taiwan and, indeed, 
further south. This is because it 
designates the dashed line as a 
national boundary, using identical 
shading to that surrounding China’s 
land borders. This shading around 
the ten dashes has the visual effect 
of projecting China’s claims in the 
South China Sea, however defined, 
closer to the coastlines of the 
Philippines, Malaysia and Vietnam. 
Yet, in fact, the dashes themselves 
(apart, of course, from the 10th) are 
all in the same locations as those in 
recent Chinese maps. As such, the 
addition of the new shading, plus 

the fact that the space in between the dashes is marked (in diminutive characters 
within the legend) as ‘boundary not defined’, indicates that China seeks to maintain 
some ambiguity around the status of the dashed line, to minimise controversy while 
preserving its future room for manoeuvre. This may be having some effect, given 
that, to date, Southeast Asian reactions to the publication of the new map – and to 
the full incorporation of the dashed line within it – have been subdued, at least 
publicly. 

However, it may well inflame underlying concerns about China’s ultimate intentions. 
For example, Indonesia’s semi-dormant sensitivities in the South China Sea may be 
pricked by the fact that China’s western-most dash clearly bisects its own gas-rich 
Exclusive Economic Zone, off the Natuna Islands, potentially reviving concerns that 
Jakarta believed it had put to bed through bilateral reassurances received from 
China in the early 1990s. Indonesia has not, thus far, offered any official objection to 
the new map, perhaps preferring to dwell on the positive fact that China’s map 
makers have acknowledged the outer limit of Indonesia’s archipelagic waters, to the 
north of the Natuna Islands.  

Yet China would do well not to take Indonesia’s neutrality in the South China Sea 
disputes for granted for, in reality, the latter’s maritime resource equities are 
potentially under threat, even though Jakarta is not party to the dispute over the 
Spratlys. This is underscored by the fact that Jakarta has already queried, in 2009, 
the legal basis for China’s nine-dash claim through the UN, while Chinese and 
Indonesian patrol boats faced off in an incident near Natuna in June 2010. 

Looking further afield, even Malaysia, which has traditionally felt less threatened by 
China’s South China Sea claims, has found itself on the receiving end of its 
‘assertiveness’. This was highlighted in late March by the People’s Liberation Army 
Navy’s excursion to James Shoal – the southern-most feature claimed by China in 



Page 9 of 50 

the South China Sea (even though it is submerged), but one also claimed by 
Malaysia. And certainly, none of the interested Southeast Asian parties will draw 
comfort from the fact that, despite continued ambiguity surrounding the status of the 
dashed line itself, Beijing’s new map also provides the most expansive accounting to 
date of the features claimed within it. 

Yet since maps do not carry independent legal weight under the UN Convention on 
the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), China has still to bring its claims into conformity with 
international law. Privately, some Chinese interlocutors are conscious of the 
incompatibility between China’s UNCLOS obligations and a maximalist interpretation 
of the dashed line as a territorial enclosure. Others seek to reassure outsiders that 
China only claims sovereignty over the islands and other land features within the 
dashes while re-asserting its vaguely defined historical rights within the ‘relevant 
waters’.  

In a recent article in the American Journal of International Law, for example, Judge 
Gao Zhiguo, China’s appointee to the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, 
opined that the dashed line has three meanings: first, ‘it represents the title to the 
island groups that it encloses’; second, ‘it preserves Chinese historic rights in fishing, 
navigation, and such other marine activities as oil and gas development in the waters 
and on the continental shelf surrounded by the line’; and third, it may serve as a 
basis for ‘potential maritime delimitation lines’. Given such ambiguity, official 
assertions of the dashed line will only continue to stoke unease among other South 
China Sea littoral states and China-watchers elsewhere. 

In June, however, Foreign Minister Wang Yi announced that China was prepared to 
discuss a code of conduct on the South China Sea ‘in a step-by-step manner’. This 
move, welcomed by ASEAN members, appears to be aimed primarily at repairing 
bridges with the grouping, following last year’s divisive denouement at the ASEAN 
Regional Forum, without committing to hard timetables. Additionally, the red-carpet 
treatment accorded to Vietnam’s President Truong Tan Sang when he visited Beijing 
earlier in June suggests that Beijing is also intent on mending bilateral fences with 
Hanoi – the most potentially problematic of China’s rival claimants in the South 
China Sea.  

Yet it may also, through these actions, be seeking to further isolate the Philippines, 
which is currently the target of Beijing’s ire having unilaterally launched arbitral 
proceedings – lodged in January and formally underway since July – questioning the 
legal basis for China’s territorial claims. Indeed, the disputed islands and rocks in the 
South China Sea are now subject to unparalleled international judicial scrutiny. In 
spite of this, however, China’s map makers can probably put away their pencils, safe 
in the knowledge that the new leadership in Beijing will try to preserve ambiguity 
around the full extent of China’s South China Sea claims that the dashed line 
affords.  

(Euan Graham, Associate Fellow, RUSI, and Senior Fellow at the S Rajaratnam School of 
International Studies, Singapore.) 

Source: RUSI, 3 September 

http://www.rusi.org/publications/newsbrief/ref:A5225D72CD72F8/#.UjbJ8tKnqxX
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Air-Sea Battle: A Dangerous Way to Deal with China 

-- Amitai Etzioni 

On the face of it, the Pentagon’s Air-Sea 
Battle plan makes eminently good sense; it is 
a clear response to a clear challenge. China 
has been developing a whole slew of 
weapons (especially anti-ship missiles) over 
the past two decades that are of great 
concern to the US military. These weapons, 
known in Pentagon-speak as anti-
access/area-denial (A2/AD) capabilities, 
could undermine the international right to free 
passage in China’s surrounding waters or, in 

the case of a conflict over Taiwan or contested islands in the South and East China 
Seas, prevent the US from making good on defence commitments to its friends in 
the region. 

In response, the Pentagon developed Air-Sea Battle (ASB), the employment of 
which entails, according to position papers developed to promote it, a blistering 
assault on China’s mainland. A report by the Centre for Strategic and Budgetary 
Assessments (CSBA) gives a detailed account of how an ASB-style war with China 
would unfold. In the opening “blinding campaign,” the US attacks China’s 
reconnaissance and command-and-control networks to degrade the PLA’s ability to 
target US and allied forces. Next, the military takes the fight to the Chinese 
mainland, striking long-range anti-ship missile launchers. Given that this is where the 
anti-ship missiles are located, it is only logical that the US would target land- based 
platforms. And to go after them, one of course needs to take out China's air defence 
systems, command control centres, and other anti-access weapons. In short, ASB 
requires a total war with China. 

As word of this plan spread, it generated a great deal of buzz in defence circles—
and considerable push back. Some in the Army saw ASB as an attempt by the Air 
Force and Navy to grab future missions and a larger share of a shrinking defence 
budget. They were somewhat mollified when planners later carved out more room in 
the plan for land forces. Others fear that it would lead to an arms race between the 
US and China just when both powers must focus on nation building at home. Still 
others claim that the same goal could be achieved by a much less aggressive 
strategy, such as imposing a blockade on China. Above all, critics hold that ASB is 
highly escalatory and may lead to nuclear war. Defence analyst Raoul Heinrichs 
warns that the deep mainland strikes “could easily be misconstrued in Beijing as an 
attempt at pre-emptively destroying China’s retaliatory nuclear options. Under 
intense pressure, it would be hard to limit a dramatic escalation of such a conflict, 
including, in the worst case, up to and beyond the nuclear threshold.” 

Faced with these objections, the Pentagon, to use the term employed by Colonel 
T.X. Hammes, a retired U Marine Corps officer “walked back” the plan. Air-Sea 
Battle’s chief architects argued repeatedly that it is merely a “concept” and that it was 
not designed “for a specific region or adversary.” Pentagon officials repeat that it is 
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not a “strategy for a specific region or adversary,” and they describe ASB as a tiny 
office, only seventeen personnel, charged with improving cross-domain coordination 
and operability. However, the “operational concept” has driven major acquisition 
decisions and priorities. According to the nonpartisan and highly regarded 
Congressional Research Service (CRS), “the Air-Sea Battle concept has prompted 
Navy officials to make significant shifts in the service's FY2014-FY2018 budget plan” 
towards exactly the sorts of electronic, cyber, and anti-submarine weapons systems 
that the war plan for China calls for.” Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan 
Greenert stated that the Air-Sea Battle Office has “more than 200 initiatives” in 
progress and that the 2011 and 2012 Presidential Budgets included related 
investments in “anti-submarine warfare, electronic warfare, air and missile defence, 
and information sharing” and that the 2013 budget “sustains these investments and 
really provides more resilient C4ISR investments” in line with the dictates of ASB. 

As to the Pentagon’s assertion that the plan is not aimed at a particular adversary—
there are only two countries with advanced A2/AD capabilities: China and Iran. 
China is by far the strongest challenger to unfettered US domination of the seven 
seas, while Iran comes in a remote second place, and according to the CBSA, 
“cannot hope to match China when it comes to developing an advanced A2/AD 
network.” When reporters inevitably ask about ASB’s connection to China, its 
planners respond that “the inclination to narrow down on a particular scenario is 
unhelpful.” Note: Not false or misleading but – unhelpful to the military’s desired 
message. Off the record, officials have allowed that “Air-Sea Battle is all about 
convincing the Chinese that we will win this competition.” 

The main flaw Air-Sea Battle is not merely that it is a particularly aggressive military 
response to the anti-access/area-denial challenge. The problem is that ASB is 
developing in a foreign policy vacuum. If the US were to conduct a thorough review 
of China’s military capabilities and its regional and global ambitions—and found that 
the Chinese were planning to forcefully expand their territory or unseat the US as the 
global power, perhaps Air-Sea Battle might be deemed appropriate. 

There are few signs, however, that China is on this path. China’s leaders have 
embraced a foreign policy of “peaceful development” and are moving the country 
toward greater participation in the prevailing world order rather than trying to 
undermine it. It participates in the United Nations where it often votes “absent” rather 
exercise its veto power; it plays by the World Trade Organisation rules and increased 
its contribution to the IMF; and it has used legitimate channels to resolve most recent 
trade and territorial disputes. Moreover, the US and China have surprisingly many 
complimentary interests that could serve as the basis for cooperative relations, 
including counterterrorism, economic stability, preventing the spread of pandemics, 
and environmental protection. 

Even if such a review concluded that a military clash with China was a possibility, 
then the US would still very likely have the time and space to pursue alternatives 
before embracing a strategy as risky as ASB. One possible way forward is a policy of 
“Mutually Assured Restraint” modelled after the Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty 
(SALT) between the US and USSR Under MAR, the US and China would agree to 
place verifiable limits on weapon systems (especially anti-ship, space and cyber 
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capabilities) and refrain from seeking to pull China neighbours into their sphere of 
influence, treating them instead as neutral buffer states. 

In contrast, Air-Sea Battle not only makes war with China more likely; it shifts 
attention and resources from where they are needed most—suppressing the on-
going threat of terrorism in the Middle East and Africa and contributing to nation 
building at home. For now, it would be best to turn ASB into what the Pentagon says 
it is: the work of a tiny office, with a few officers, labouring to improve coordination 
and communication among the services. 

(Amitai Etzioni is a university professor and professor of international relations at The George 
Washington University. He served as a senior adviser to the Carter White House and taught at 
Columbia University, Harvard University, and the University of California at Berkeley. His latest 
book is Hot Spots: American Foreign Policy in a Post-Human-Rights World.) 

Source: The Diplomat, 3 September 

CHOPPY WATERS 

-- Harsh V. Pant 

India became the fifth nation in the world with the capability to indigenously design 
and build its own aircraft carrier recently. INS Vikrant, the new aircraft carrier, was 
launched by the defence minister amidst great fanfare. The launch came in the wake 
of the announcement that the reactor in India’s first indigenously built nuclear-
powered submarine, INS Arihant, has gone critical, marking a turning point in New 
Delhi’s attempt to establish a nuclear triad. 

But the celebrations came to an abrupt end when INS Sindhurakshak, one of the 10 
kilo-class submarines that form the backbone of India’s ageing conventional 
submarine force, sank with its crew after explosions at the naval dockyard in 
Mumbai.  

Together these developments underscored the giant strides that India has taken as 
well as the challenges that confront its attempts to emerge as a global naval power. 

INS Vikrant is likely to begin sea trials next year. With INS Vikrant, India will not only 
be able to protect its eastern and western flanks confidently but also be able to 
project its naval power further off its shores. INS Arihant is the first ballistic missile 
submarine built by a nation other than the recognised nuclear powers. This highly 
secretive project will complete India’s nuclear triad, with the submarine’s ballistic 
missiles giving India second strike capability. 

India’s naval expansion is being undertaken with an eye on China. But India has 
nautical miles to go before it can catch up with its powerful neighbour. The launch of 
the aircraft carrier is seen as critical for the navy, which is anxious to maintain its 
presence in the shipping lanes on the Indian Ocean and the Arabian Sea, in the light 
of China’s massive naval build-up. China has commissioned its aircraft carrier, 
Liaoning. It is also working on an indigenous carrier while keeping an eye out for a 
nuclear-powered aircraft carrier. 

http://thediplomat.com/2013/09/03/air-sea-battle-a-dangerous-way-to-deal-with-china/?all=true
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Future role 

India remains heavily dependent on imports to meet its defence requirements. 
Hence, its recent successes are important. But it will be five years before INS Vikrant 
can be commissioned and INS Arihant is yet to pass a series of sea trials. Indian 
naval planners have argued that to maintain operational readiness in the Indian 
Ocean, protect sea lanes of communication in the Persian Gulf, and monitor Chinese 
activities in the Bay of Bengal, it needs a minimum of three aircraft carriers and a 
fleet of five nuclear submarines. With Admiral Gorshkov on track to be delivered by 
Russia by the end of this year and a second indigenously built aircraft carrier in the 
wings, the navy is close to realising its dream of operating three carriers. 

But serious challenges remain. The disaster aboard INS Sindhurakshak has brought 
the focus back on issues of safety and reliability. The navy has had a poor accident 
record. Initial investigations have shown that the arms on board INS Sindhurakshak 
may have had a role in its sinking. India’s indigenous defence production has been 
marred by serious technical and organisational problems, leading to significant 
delays in the development of key defence technologies and platforms. The navy, like 
the other two services, has found it difficult to translate its conceptual commitment to 
self-reliance and indigenisation into actionable policy, resulting in a dependence on 
external sources for modernisation. 

Yet India’s reliance on its navy to project power is likely to increase. Apart from 
China, other nations such as Japan are developing their naval might. Moreover, 
India’s naval engagement with east and Southeast Asian nations is integral to its 
‘Look East’ policy. The navy will remain indispensable for furthering national foreign 
policy goals. But the decline in growth rate means that naval planners will have to 
think carefully about balancing ends and means if India is to emerge as a serious 
naval power in the coming years. 

Source: The Telegraph, 4 September 

South Korea’s Developing Blue Water Navy 

-- Benjamin Schreer 

A little over two weeks ago, the Republic of Korea Navy (ROKN) launched its fourth 
1,800 ton German Type 214 submarine in a ceremony attended by President Park 
Geun-hye. Featuring modern Air-Independent Propulsion (AIP) and the advanced 
ISUS 90 submarine combat system, the new boat of the Son Won-ill class brings up 
the total number of modern South Korean submarines to 13: nine 1,200 ton German 
Type 209 Chang Bogo class and four Son Won-ill.  And South Korea has apparently 
already started the design phase of a new, indigenous 3,000 tonne submarine, with 
the goal of having at least nine such boats in service by 2030. According to navy 
sources, they’ll be equipped with a vertical launch missile capability, dramatically 
improving South Korea’s long-range strike capabilities. 

The submarine launch is indicative of South Korea’s prospective emergence over the 
next decade as one of the ‘world’s premier middle power navies.’ Back in 1995, then-
President Kim Young-Sam approved a plan by then chief of naval operations, 

http://www.telegraphindia.com/1130904/jsp/opinion/story_17309250.jsp#.UjaTZNKnqxU
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Admiral An Byoung-Tae, to begin the long-term development of a ‘blue water navy’, 
capable of extended operations within East Asia and short-term operations in the 
Indian Ocean and the Middle East. Since then, the ROKN has made some progress 
towards achieving this goal. Supported by the world’s largest shipbuilding industry, it 
has acquired an array of modern surface vessels and submarines. Its major surface 
combatants comprise six modern 4,500 ton KDX-2 and two 7,500 ton KDX-3 
destroyers, providing the ROKN with substantial offensive and defensive capabilities. 

For example, the KDX-3 multi-role destroyer is equipped with the modern Aegis 
combat system and a very impressive vertical launch system (VLS) for missile 
delivery. The ROKN also commands 12 guided missile frigates. As well, an 18,000 
ton flat-top Dokdo-class amphibious assault ship (LHS) with a 199m flight deck 
entered service in 2005. It can accommodate up to ten helicopters and carry a 
Marine infantry battalion, as well as support equipment. It’s unlikely that South Korea 
will operate short take-off/vertical landing (STOVL) fighter jets because of their 
prohibitive cost and limited operational utility. But in the future unmanned aerial 
vehicles (UAVs) optimised for strike and reconnaissance could greatly enhance the 
ship’s expeditionary capability. 

Looking ahead, the ROKN aims to establish a Submarine Command by 2015 and 
works are underway to construct new naval bases on Jeju Islands and Ulleung 
Islands, respectively closer to islets disputed with China and Japan. It also plans to 
acquire four additional Dokdo-class ships, six new destroyers (KDX-IIA) and up to 15 
3,000 ton frigates over the next 10–15 years. It’s unlikely that the ROKN will achieve 
all these capability plans by 2020 given budgetary limitations and competing defence 
priorities. Nevertheless, South Korea is slowly emerging as a significant naval power 
in Northeast Asia. This has at least three implications. First, it strengthens South 
Korea’s sea deterrent against North Korea by introducing highly sophisticated ASW, 
submarine warfare, strike, air defence and missile defence assets. The ROKN now 
enjoys a significant technological advantage over the DPRK’s ageing fleet. 

Second, South Korea might play a more active role in broader Asian maritime 
security. The ROKN has already operated for extended periods of time along the 
Somali coast, the Gulf of Aden, and the Indian Ocean to conduct counter-piracy 
operations as part of the US-led multinational Combined Task Force-151. It also 
dispatched an amphibious ship to Indonesia following the 2004 tsunami. There could 
even be avenues for closer maritime security cooperation with Australia. Thirdly, and 
more worrying, South Korea’s ‘blue water’ ambitions could raise tensions in an 
increasingly volatile Northeast Asian strategic environment. As Des Ball argues, the 
region is becoming subject to patterns of dynamic arms races, as opposed to mere 
military modernisation. And South Korea is part of the equation. The dominant 
strategic narrative in Seoul is that stronger naval capabilities are required as a direct 
response to Japan and China. 

Seoul’s dispute with Tokyo over the Dokdo/Takeshima islets has intensified, and 
progress in bilateral defence ties seems unlikely. It’s hard to avoid the conclusion 
that ROKN investments in new submarines and destroyers are partly to boost 
Seoul’s claims over the islets. Most notably, the new Ulleung Island base will 
significantly reduce transit time for ROKN vessels to Dokdo/Takeshima, a move 
which could further exacerbate tensions with Japan. Tellingly, the last two 
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submarines were named after Korean independence fighters against Japanese 
imperialism; calling the LHS ‘Dokdo’ needs no further explanation. Putting additional 
pressure on a Japan already besieged by China’s maritime assertiveness is the last 
thing the region needs. 

But it’s not all about Japan. It’s no secret that China’s naval build-up is also a driver 
for ROKN modernisation. While South Korea–China relations are relatively 
harmonious, both sides still have a dispute over the Socotra Rock. Seoul also 
regularly objects to what it considers as illegal fishing boats in South Korea’s claimed 
EEZ. Consequently, the ROKN has argued that the real purpose of the new naval 
base on Jeju Island is to ‘respond to future territorial disputes with China’. However, 
should South Korea allow its US ally to use the naval base, it could enhance the 
allies’ (including Japan’s) deterrent against Chinese attempts to project naval power 
within the ‘first island chain’. It remains to be seen whether South Korea’s growing 
naval power will have a net positive or negative effect on the shifting power balance 
in Northeast Asia. But it’s not going to be able to be ignored. 

(Benjamin Schreer is a senior analyst at ASPI.) 

Source: The Strategist, 6 September 

The Myth of Arctic Shipping - Why the Northern Sea Route is Still of Limited 
Geo-Economic Importance 

-- Kathrin Keil and Andreas Raspotnik 

With the Chinese Yong Sheng[1] 
currently transiting the Northern Sea 
Route (NSR), the potential of Arctic 
shipping is being discussed by the world’s 
media.[2] The Yong Sheng is the first 
Chinese cargo vessel to transport 
container goods (steel and heavy 
equipment) from Dalian, China to 
Rotterdam, Europe. 

Researchers and public media have often cited the development of Arctic shipping 
routes as the driving factor of China’s regional interests, and, vice versa, China’s 
interest in Arctic shipping is taken as an important factor in the development of the 
NSR. Consequently, the NSR is identified as the most promising Arctic seaway with 
a considerable potential to shorten sailing distances from Europe to Asia (and, to a 
lesser extent, vice versa). A closer look at the actual NSR statistics tells a more 
differentiated story about the future outlook of the route. 

Shipping Statistics and Omitted Questions 

As of September 5, 2013 the NSR Administration has issued 495 permits to navigate 
and operate on the NSR so far this year.[3] However, most of these permits are for 
only parts of the route, predominantly the western part of Russian waters, i.e. the 
south-western Kara Sea. As of 31 July 2013, of the 296 permits granted only 18% 

http://www.aspistrategist.org.au/south-koreas-developing-blue-water-navy/
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(58 permits) are for actual transits and 45% (133 permits) are approved for voyages 
only in the south-western Kara Sea, primarily shipping goods within the region or 
bringing them south-westwards to Europe.[4] 

This is just one example of how current discussions on the NSR generally remain 
superficial, drawing an undifferentiated picture of current and future Arctic shipping. 
Discussions tend to ignore the complexity of global shipping and its immediate 
repercussions on the potential of Arctic shipping. Relevant questions such as for 
which goods the northern routes will be relevant and which markets can be sensibly 
served need to be asked. Shipping types of many kinds, including fishing, tourism, 
cargo, container, destinational, transit, and intra trade and supply, are lumped 
together, despite the tremendous differences in the economics, conditions and 
potential of different types of ship traffic. 

Reliability and viability are key factors in global shipping operations that are often not 
taken into account when discussing the economic feasibility of Arctic shipping.[5] 
That these factors are usually ignored is a major issue given that predictability, 
punctuality, and economy-of-scale of Arctic shipping are currently afflicted with many 
challenges and uncertainties, and will continue to be for some time to come. 

Thus, public discussions regarding the future of Arctic shipping must begin to include 
the economic considerations given to global shipping in general. Additionally, going 
into more detail concerning the many particularities and subtleties that are decisive 
when aiming to evaluate the potential of Arctic maritime routes, would be equally 
important. In this regard, several essential questions arise: 

1. Which kinds of shipping are relevant for northern routes? Will intra- and 
destination shipping remain the predominant shipping activity or will transit 
take over the leading role? 

2. What are relevant goods for northern maritime transport? 
3. What are the relevant imports and export markets for these goods and what 

are their respective routes? 
4. What do the major, global trading routes 

currently look like? How will they develop in 
the years ahead and how do northern routes 
fit into the general maritime trade picture?  

From a less economic perspective, debates about 
the future of Arctic shipping also need to include 
the evaluation and acceptance of risks, including 
environmental and human risks, linked to 
navigation in Arctic areas. Important questions 
include: How safe is safe enough? What kind of 
risks can be accepted?[6] 

To shed some light on these questions, the 
following maps illustrate the regional distribution of 
China’s imports and exports. China is often 
highlighted as the driving force of potential Arctic 
shipping developments. However, the analysis of 
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global trade patterns exemplified by China’s current imports and exports and its 
future outlook show a different picture. China conducts half of its trade with its 
neighbours in the Pacific region. Europe’s share - which would be relevant for Arctic 
shipping - is substantially smaller. Less than 20% of China’s trade is bound for or 
originates in Europe. 

Further, the majority of trade between China and Europe is of a containerised nature, 
which, most experts agree, will not be routed through the Arctic Ocean, due to the 
seasonality of Arctic transit routes, limited reliability and predictability, and the lack of 
infrastructure. 

National Incentives and New Administration 

In addition to these geo-economic considerations, national deliberations and 
interests have to be kept in mind. With regard to the NSR, it is essential to discuss 
the immediate relevance of this seaway for the Russian Federation: What is Russia’s 
incentive to develop the NSR? Is it intended to be a national waterway or an 
internationally used sea route? Is it meant to transport regional goods, i.e. energy 
resources to Asian and/or European markets, or considered as a transiting route 
transporting goods from markets outside the Russian Federation navigating through 
Russian water? What is the strategic value of the NSR for Russia? 

Several on-going developments in regard to the administration of the NSR currently 
influence the deliberation of these questions, with the “icebreaker paradox” as the 
most prominent. With the recently implemented Rules of navigation on the water 
area of the NSR[7], icebreaker assistance is no longer compulsory for each voyage 
through NSR straits, but now it depends on the ice class of the vessel and the ice 
conditions in the area in which the vessel will be traveling. Icebreaker fees will 
depend on the capacity of the respective ship, its ice class, the distance of the escort 
and the time of navigation.[8] 

However, while the legal framework is now established, a detailed mechanism for 
the calculation of the fees still needs to be developed. Until this mechanism is in 
place, shipping fees for using the NSR will continue to be determined by the old rules 
from 1990, meaning fee determination through individual negotiations. 

According to the rules, the Russian authorities only demand fees for icebreaker 
assistance (not only for breaking ice but also for search and rescue and other 
functions) and pilotage for using the NSR, which constitute the only revenue sources 
from the NSR. As these sources are not enough to maintain and develop the 
necessary infrastructure assets for safe navigation on the NSR, the Russian 
government has to provide significant subsidies. 

One begins to question the economic viability of the NSR for the Russian Federation. 
And also the question remains about who will bring about the vast investments 
needed to modernise, maintain, and (potentially) expand the existing icebreaker 
fleet. The potential lack of sufficient icebreaker capabilities in the NSR will likely lead 
to a delay in shipping traffic and have immediate negative effects on the 
development of the NSR as a transit route used for international navigation. For 
several maritime trading sectors, time savings are crucial for any economic feasibility 
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considerations of transiting the NSR, especially in the case of seismic and liquefied 
natural gas (LNG) vessels, which have very high time-charter costs per day. Waiting 
times of a few days due to icebreaker delays may destroy any pre-calculated cost 
benefits in comparison to southern routes. 

Based on these considerations, it may be possible that an agreement between the 
Russian Federation and user states of the NSR increasing the latter’s financial 
contribution to the maintenance of the NSR is a reasonable option to improve and 
safeguard NSR usage. This is especially relevant if Russia is seriously interested in 
the NSR not only being a national waterway, but also a route for international 
transits. 

Conclusion 

Development in the Arctic is happening and shipping numbers are indeed increasing. 
But both scientific and public debates and reporting need to be directed into a more 
nuanced and differentiated discussion about the region’s general future and the 
potential of shipping along northern routes. 

A realistic perspective suggests that currently the NSR is intended as a Russian sea 
route. International shipping and potential revenues derived from the NSR are 
generally welcome but most likely Arctic shipping will not change major global 
trading routes. Consequently, while it is of regional relevance and potential 
importance as a niche route for a number of goods, the NSR’s geopolitical and geo-
economic relevance, especially in the sense of global trade patterns, is rather 
limited. 

This article is part of a larger study which takes a look at China’s geo-economic interests in 
Arctic shipping and the future of Arctic shipping generally. The study will be released by The 
Arctic Institute later this year. 

[1] The ship is Hong Kong-flagged but owned by Chinese state-owned company Cosco Group. 
[2] See for example: The Guardian, “China's voyage of discovery to cross the less frozen 
north”, http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/aug/18/china-northeastern-sea-route-trial-voyage, 
accessed 4 September 2013; The Wall Street Journal, “Ship Travels Arctic from China to Europe. 
Northern Passage Shaves Two Weeks of Travel Time off 
Journey”, http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323423804579022982364681464.html#, 
accessed 4 September 2013. 
[3] The Northern Sea Route Administration, “Permissions for navigation on the water area of the 
Northern sea route”, http://asmp.morflot.ru/en/razresheniya/, accessed 2 September 2013. 
[4] Northern Sea Route Information Office, “Brief statistical analysis on the Permissions issued by the 
NSR Administration as of 31 July 2013”, http://www.arctic-lio.com/node/190, accessed 4 September 
2013. 
[5] For a current assessment about the potential of the Transpolar Sea Route (TSR) see Humpert & 
Raspotnik 2012: http://www.thearcticinstitute.org/2012/11/the-future-of-arctic-shipping-along.html. The 
four outlined variables influencing shipping considerations along the TSR can also be used for future 
shipping scenarios along the NSR and the NWP (Northwest Passage). 
[6] The Norwegian classification society Det Norske Veritas (DNV) identifies risks related to Arctic 
navigation by contrasting probability with consequences and concludes several main risks elements: 
design, emergency, evacuation and rescue, the environment, regularity/logistics, long term 
commitment and estimation of costs; see presentation by Morten Mejlænder-Larsen, Discipline 
Leader Arctic Operation and Technology, DNV; presentation at Nansen-NVP Summer School, 19 
August 2013, Longyearbyen, Svalbard. 

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/aug/18/china-northeastern-sea-route-trial-voyage
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323423804579022982364681464.html
http://asmp.morflot.ru/en/razresheniya/
http://www.arctic-lio.com/node/190
http://www.thearcticinstitute.org/2012/11/the-future-of-arctic-shipping-along.html
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[7] Rules of navigation on the water area of the Northern Sea Route, unofficial English translation 
taken from Northern Sea Route Information Office, accessible at http://www.arctic-
lio.com/docs/nsr/legislation/20130425185806en-Rules_unof.pdf. 
[8] Ibid., p. 5 f. 

Source: The Arctic Institute, 8 September 

False Discord: China Poses No Threat to India, Despite Claims from the West 

-- Zheng Ming 

China and India are two long-standing 
Asian civilisations, each with a rich 
history lasting thousands of years. 
Since ancient times, the two peoples 
have been connected by land and sea, 
particularly through the Silk Road and 
this connection has allowed for friendly 
cultural and economic exchanges. The 
Chinese navy and the Indian navy are 
also not strangers to one another. As 
early as 1958, the Indian cruiser INS 

Mysore had paid a friendly visit to Shanghai for military exchanges at a time when 
most Western countries had policies of boycotting and containing China. This 
friendly gesture from the Indian Navy was very encouraging for the newly born 
People's Republic of China. The scenes from that time are still fresh in the memories 
of those senior Chinese sailors. 

Recently, using the launch of India's first indigenously built aircraft carrier Vikrant as 
an opportunity, some Western media have begun to sow discord between China and 
India. They claimed that the unveiling of Vikrant symbolises India's defeat over its 
regional rival China by joining the elite club of nations able to design and build their 
own aircraft carriers. 

At the same time, a senior Indian Navy chief of staff published an article highlighting 
the fact that "the ship was independently designed and built. It holds a huge 
advantage ahead of China, whose experience and capabilities in regards to aircraft 
carriers are still far behind us." 

The author of the article told the truth and inadvertently refuted the "Chinese naval 
threat theory" concocted by the West. The Indian aircraft carrier poses no threat to 
its neighbours or to the world, nor does China's recently completed aircraft carrier, 
the Liaoning. 

There are three points worthy of our attention concerning the new development of an 
Indian aircraft carrier. 

First, India's top leaders have the foresight to adhere to the development of an 
aircraft carrier. As an emerging developing country, all previous and current 
generations of Indian leaders have attached much importance to the Indian Ocean, 
making the development of aircraft carriers a national strategy and a national 

http://www.arctic-lio.com/docs/nsr/legislation/20130425185806en-Rules_unof.pdf
http://www.arctic-lio.com/docs/nsr/legislation/20130425185806en-Rules_unof.pdf
http://www.thearcticinstitute.org/2013/09/the-myth-of-arctic-shipping-why_8.html
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aspiration. Overall, the Indian Navy and its carrier does not pose a threat to the Asia-
Pacific waters or cause major disputes, it only strengthened the country's self-
confidence and status as a great power both in Asia and the world. 

Second, India has explored and practiced its own unique path to develop aircraft 
carriers and its navy. Making good use of the current international environment, India 
has drawn good support from most world sea powers for diplomatic, economic, 
military and technical assistance. It had purchased an aircraft carrier from other 
countries early on, which helped India a lot in gaining related experience and staff 
training. It also brought in aircraft carrier designing technologies at the right time, 
laying a good foundation for the development of the indigenously built aircraft carrier. 
All were achieved step by step and on schedule. 

Third, India has had maintenance experience related to aircraft carriers and related 
technologies for decades, and it has promoted a balanced and comprehensive 
development of its navy air equipment, taking advantage of the development and 
maintenance experience resulting from having aircraft carrier. The Indian Navy has 
made considerable achievements in developing nuclear submarines, conventional 
submarines, destroyers and frigates. 

When India unveiled the newly built aircraft carrier Vikrant, some Western media 
tried to insinuate that the major impetus for India's naval expansion is China. The 
argument is both groundless and derived from a lack of good will. It is nothing but an 
old trick to cash in on the China-India border dispute. 

Both China and India are independent countries, and they have the right to choose 
their own road in pursuing national defence and securing their national security 
whilst not infringing upon the territory and sovereignty of other countries. China and 
India are by no means a threat to each other. Since both are emerging developing 
countries, the two should construct and develop their own militaries in accordance 
with their own strength and security needs. They should not be incited into conflict by 
Western exaggeration of a two-way military threat. 

(The author is a retired rear admiral in the Chinese Navy and former head of the Navy 
Equipment Department) 

Source: Beijing Review, 9 September 

 

US Navy Readies Future Deployment of Long-Range Maritime Patrol UAV’s 

US Navy leaders are continuing their expansion of 
basing and infrastructure to support the Navy's 
future fleet of Northrop Grumman MQ-4C Triton 
Broad Area Maritime Surveillance (BAMS) long-
range unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs). In August 
Navy officials awarded two contracts to build a 
mission-control complex for MQ-4C Triton UAVs at 
Jacksonville Naval Air Station, Fla., and to build a 

http://www.bjreview.com.cn/world/txt/2013-09/09/content_567056.htm
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maintenance and training facility for the Triton at Point Mugu Naval Air Station, which 
is part of the Ventura County Naval Base complex north of Los Angeles. The Point 
Mugu contract, awarded, calls for Triton Maintenance Training Facility PM50 
renovation at Point Mugu, which will renovate the west wing of building PM50 at 
Point Mugu into a maintenance training facility for the Triton UAV. The facility will 
provide training device classrooms, high bay aircraft trainers, instructors work area, 
and administrative spaces to support training efforts for the Navy's future fleet of MQ-
4C Tritons. 

The construction firm of A&D GC Inc. in Santee, Calif., is building the Triton 
maintenance and training facility at Point Mugu under terms of a potential $9.9 
million contract awarded by officials of the Naval Facilities Engineering Command 
Southwest in San Diego. MQ-4C BAMS unmanned aircraft will work together with 
the Navy's future fleet of P-8A Poseidon long-range manned maritime patrol aircraft 
to provide combat information to expeditionary forces, carrier strike groups, and 
other Navy fighting forces. Specifically, BAMS UAVs will help locate and track 
potentially hostile surface ships and submarines. The MQ-4C Triton UAV, which is 
based on the Northrop Grumman RQ-4 Global Hawk long-range UAV, will provide 
intelligence of broad open-ocean areas, and post contacts to the Global Information 
Grid (GIG) in support of a variety of intelligence activities. When the MQ-4C Triton 
enters Navy service in 2015, the large unmanned aircraft will be based at Point 
Mugu; Jacksonville NAS; Kadena Air Base, Japan; Andersen Air Force Base, Guam; 
Sigonella NAS, Italy; as well as at installations on Hawaii and Diego Garcia. 

Earlier this month officials of the Naval Facilities Engineering Command Southeast in 
Jacksonville, Fla., awarded $15.9 million contract to the construction firm of 
Whitesell-Green Inc. in Pensacola, Fla. The company will construct a freestanding 
two-story building to house the BAMS mission-control complex, which will have two 
electromagnetic interference- (EMI) shielded mission control systems, a tactical 
operations centre with sensitive compartmented information facility spaces, and 
several roof-top mounted antennas. The construction company also will renovate 
some existing interior spaces at Jacksonville NAS, including a reconfigured 
command suite. Whitesell-Green also will prepare space at a remote site south of 
the new BAMS mission-control complex for the installation's antennas. The BAMS 
mission-control complex at Jacksonville NAS will be the operations centre for all 
activities of the BAMS UAVs, and will help consolidate and disseminate data from 
BAMS aircraft, as well as coordinate BAMS operations. 

The BAMS control complex in Jacksonville should be finished in December 2014, 
while the BAMS maintenance and training facility at Point Mugu should be ready by 
November 2014 -- all in time for the first basing and deployments of the MQ-4 Triton 
the following year. The MQ-4C Triton will be a forward deployed, land-based, 
autonomously operated system that provides a persistent maritime persistent 
intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance (ISR) capability using a multi-sensor 
mission payload that blends maritime radar, electro-optical/infrared (EO/IR) sensors, 
electronic support measures (ESM), automatic identification system (AIS) and basic 
communications relay. The MQ-4C Triton air vehicle is based on the US Air Force 
RQ-4B Global Hawk UAV, while the Triton's sensors are based on components and 
systems already fielded. The MQ-4C's ability to operate within a range of 2,000 
nautical miles on missions lasting as long as 30 hours will enable the P-8A aircraft to 
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focus on its core missions of ASW, anti-ship warfare, and multi-intelligence 
operations. The MQ-4C Triton UAV is 48 feet long, 131 feet wide, 15 feet high, and 
can fly as fast as 310 knots at altitudes to 60,000 feet. The UAV will be able to fly 
unrefuelled for nearly 10,000 nautical miles. The MQ-4C crew, who will operate at 
BAMS mission-control complexes like the one to be built at Jacksonville NAS, will 
consist of the aircraft operator, mission and communications commander, and two 
sensor operators. 

Source: Avionics Intelligence, 1 September 

Salvaging INS Sindhurakshak Costly, May Require 500 Crore 

INS Sindhurakshak is proving costly for the Indian Navy even when it is defunct. 
Sources say that despite the massive explosion, many of the torpedoes are still 
intact, which can explode on slightest disturbance, requiring immediate salvage 
operations. Unfortunately, India does not have the equipment or the technique to 
salvage such a high-tech sub. Initially, it was suggested that a 4,000-tonne crane be 
brought from Korea, Singapore or Japan for $4 million per day. But, that was set 
aside given the huge additional expenses it involved. 

Logistics for such a crane could be even more expensive as the dockyard may 
require dredging as the crane may not be able to enter the Mumbai dockyard 
because of its height. Furthermore, its transportation may lead to vibrations, 
triggering the ordinance on board. Given the sensitivity of the issue, five firms have 
been engaged in the salvage operations. The salvage process now requires water 
jet technology (costing $8 million) and technology operators (charging $2,000 a day). 
One of India's pet projects, Sindhurakshak was bought at a price of $113 million in 
1997. It was recently refitted for $156 million (around Rs 800 crore). 

The salvage operations now, might amount to Rs 500 crore, which set officials 
wondering whether the operation can be tendered to a company. However, senior 
naval officials believe that is not a very good idea as India would run the risk of 
losing critical naval information to other countries. "The Indian military cannot call a 
tender to sell, or dispose of, the sub because that runs the risk of the client or 
undertaker learning the secrets of the ordnance on board other Indian submarines. 
So the expenses will be borne by the military. The salvage operation will take at the 
very least a month due to its sensitive nature," he said. It is rather surprising that 
India has some of the most advanced naval technologies in the war-front, but does 
not have the necessary back-up in case of emergencies. In such cases, it has to 
spend millions from its pockets to hire technologies from abroad. 

Source: One India, 3 September 

Manila Accuses China of Maritime Violation, Beijing Wants Peace 

The Philippines accused China of violating an 
informal code of conduct in the South China 
Sea by planning new structures on a disputed 
shoal, as China's premier told Southeast Asian 
leaders Beijing was serious about peace. 

http://www.avionics-intelligence.com/articles/2013/09/ai-triton-infrastructure.html
http://news.oneindia.in/2013/09/03/salvaging-ins-sindhurakshak-proves-costly-may-require-500-crore-1298159.html
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Friction over the South China Sea, one of the world's most important waterways, has 
surged as China uses its growing naval might to assert its vast claims over the oil- 
and gas-rich sea more forcefully, raising fears of a military clash. Four of the 10 
members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), including Vietnam 
and the Philippines, have overlapping claims with China. China and the Philippines 
accuse each other of violating the Declaration of Conduct (DoC), a non-binding 
confidence-building agreement on maritime conduct signed by China and ASEAN in 
2002. 

Philippines Defence Secretary Voltaire Gazmin told a congressional budget hearing 
in Manila that China had violated the DoC by getting ready to build new structures on 
the disputed Scarborough Shoal. "We have ... sighted concrete blocks inside the 
shoal which are a prelude to construction," Gazmin said, displaying air surveillance 
photos of the rocks. He said the photos were taken, describing them as a worrying 
pattern of construction that would be similar to the building of a garrison on Mischief 
Reef in the late 1990s. Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Hong Lei said he had 
"no information" about Gazmin's accusations. Regional security scholar Ian Storey 
said that if Gazmin was correct, it would mark the biggest violation yet of the 2002 
declaration. "If China starts building at Scarborough, then it is an occupation and, I 
believe, the most egregious violation yet of the 2002 declaration," said Storey, who is 
based at Singapore's Institute of South East Asian Studies. 

"It is a very significant development indeed and one that will certainly add to 
tensions." Speaking at a China-ASEAN trade fair in the southern Chinese city of 
Nanning, Chinese Premier Li Keqiang said his country was serious about wanting a 
peaceful resolution to the South China Sea disputes, though signalled it was in no 
rush to sign a long-mooted accord to replace the DoC. After years of resisting efforts 
by ASEAN to start talks on an agreement on maritime rules governing behaviour in 
the region, the so-called Code of Conduct, China has said it would host talks 
between senior officials this month. Li said China had always advocated talks on the 
South China Sea on the basis of "respecting historical reality and international law". 

"The Chinese government is willing and ready to assume a policy of seeking an 
appropriate resolution through friendly consultations," Li told the audience, which 
included Vietnamese Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung and Thai Prime Minister 
Yingluck Shinawatra. China would "proceed systematically and soundly push forward 
talks on the Code of Conduct for the South China Sea"; Li said without elaborating in 
comments aired live on state television.  

He also repeated that talks on the dispute should only be carried out between the 
parties directly concerned, Beijing's standard line which rejects the involvement of 
outside parties such as the United States or multilateral forums. Washington has not 
taken sides, but Secretary of State John Kerry reiterated in Brunei in July the US 
strategic interest in freedom of navigation through the busy sea and its desire to see 
a Code of Conduct signed quickly. Critics say China is intent on cementing its claims 
over the sea through its superior and growing naval might, and has little interest in 
rushing to agree to the Code of Conduct. 

Source: The Maritime Executive, 3 September 

http://www.maritime-executive.com/article/Manila-Accuses-China-of-Maritime-Violation-Beijing-Wants-Peace-2013-09-03/
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China Calls for Expanding Continental, Maritime Cooperation with Vietnam 

Chinese Premier Li Keqiang said that China is ready 
to work with Vietnam to expand continental and 
maritime cooperation. Li made the remarks when 
meeting with Vietnamese Prime Minister Nguyen Tan 
Dung in Nanning, capital of south China's Guangxi 
Zhuang Autonomous Region. Dung was invited to 
attend the opening ceremony of the tenth China-
ASEAN Expo and the China-ASEAN Business and 
Investment Summit. Li said that China and Vietnam 

are close neighbours and important cooperation partners. Both as developing 
countries, the common interests of the two sides outweigh their differences, he 
added. As the world economy is recovering slowly, the emerging economies are 
facing new challenges, he said, calling on the two countries to enhance political 
mutual trust and expand continental and maritime cooperation. 

He also suggested the two sides expand educational, people-to-people and cultural 
exchanges, and enhance public support for the relations between the two countries. 
The premier elaborated China's stance on the South China Sea issue. He said the 
two sides should enhance dialogue and communication and properly manage and 
control their differences, and work to turn the challenges brought about by maritime 
issues into opportunities of cooperation, so as to create a good environment for the 
launch of big cooperative projects between the two nations. Dung said it is Vietnam's 
strategic choice to firmly adhere to a China policy featuring good neighbourliness 
and comprehensive cooperation. He expressed gratitude for China's long-term 
support to Vietnam, adding that Vietnam is ready to work with China to strengthen 
high-level exchanges, increase political mutual trust and expand pragmatic 
cooperation. Vietnam will work with China to resolve the maritime issue through 
friendly negotiations, so as to push for greater development of bilateral relations, 
said Dung. 

Source: People’s Daily, 3 September 

Navy to Deploy Western Command Ships in Persian Gulf 

Notwithstanding the turmoil in West Asia and the crisis in Syria, four battleships from 
the western fleet of the Indian Navy are all set to leave for a month-long deployment 
in the western part of the Indian Ocean, going up to the coast of Africa and the 
Persian Gulf. Unlike last year's western fleet deployment, this year the four warships, 
including a Delhi-class destroyer and a stealth frigate, will not go into the Red Sea 
and cross the Suez Canal to enter the western Mediterranean, because of the Syrian 
crisis. The other ships in the contingent will be a tanker and a missile corvette. 
Headed by a rear admiral, the battleships from the western fleet—the sword arm of 
Indian Navy—will leave Indian shores by the middle of September as all preparations 
have been completed, said sources. The monsoon current, too, will subside by then, 
making the sea relatively calm. 

India has no plans to send any naval ship to Syria as of now, even though a warship 
is on duty nearby. The Stealth frigate INS Teg is on anti-piracy patrolling duty in the 

http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/90883/8386937.html
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Gulf of Aden, from where it can rush to Syria within 48 hours if the government 
instructs the Navy to do so. However, there is no indication from the government as 
of now. The western deployment comes within three months of successful 
deployment of the eastern fleet, which went up to the South China Sea, touching 
ports at Singapore, Malaysia, Vietnam and Philippines. The two overseas 
deployments within months are meant to demonstrate Indian Navy's blue-water 
capability at a time when China is paying more attention to expand its maritime 
footprint. The Indian Navy also plays a key role in creating a regional maritime 
platform and organising the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium with participation from 
navies which have a presence in the Indian Ocean. 

Source: Deccan Herald, 3 September 

Warship Admiral Gorshkov to be Handed Over to Navy in Nov 

The long-delayed aircraft carrier Admiral Gorshkov is planned to be handed over to 
the Indian Navy around mid-November in Russia where it has achieved significant 
milestones such as night operations of fighter aircraft during its on-going sea trials 
there. The Russian side has assured that they were working towards handing over 
the warship, which is delayed by almost five years, by the middle of November as 
they would have completed their trials by that time, sources said here. An Indian 
delegation led by Defence Secretary Radha Kant Mathur was in Moscow and it was 
also assured about the mid-November delivery schedule, they said. The delegation 
was in Moscow as part of visits to prepare ground for the Indo-Russian 
Intergovernmental Commission on Military-Technical Cooperation meeting in Russia 
in mid-October where defence Minister AK Antony will hold talks with his counterpart 
there.  

The warship now rechristened INS Vikramaditya is completing sea trials and is 
expected to return to the Sevmash Shipyard in Severodvinsk there in next few 
weeks, sources said. The Gorshkov, if handed over to India as per schedule, is 
expected to reach India only in January next year, where it will be deployed at the 
strategic Karwar naval base in Karnataka. The issue of the mishap on the INS 
Sindhurakshak is also learnt to have come up for discussion during the meetings but 
India has decided that it will involve Russian or any agency in the probe only after 
the Navy Board of Inquiry is completed. The two sides are viewed the progress of 
the Fifth Generation Fighter Aircraft whose preliminary design phase was completed 
in June this year and are discussing the issues over pricing of the final design 
contract. The two countries also discussed a number of other Navy and Army 
projects including the supply of ammunition for tank and artillery units of the land 
force. 

Source: Business Standard, 4 September 

China says its Building More Aircraft Carriers and Ballistic Missiles 

A Chinese Defence Ministry spokesman said that, 
while the Liaoning is China’s first aircraft carrier, 
“there will surely be more in the future,” according to 
Bloomberg News. Meanwhile, Want China Times 

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/355193/navy-deploy-western-command-ships.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/warship-admiral-gorshkov-to-be-handed-over-to-navy-in-nov-113090400969_1.html
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reports that Tan Zuojun, vice-governor of Liaoning province, has said that China’s 
next generation submarine launched ballistic missile is complete. The J-3 missile will 
be deployed on China’s fourth generation submarines and will have a range of 
10,000 km, the report said. This will allow China to hold US and European cities at 
risk from a distance. China is still in the process of deploying its third generation 
submarine and the J-2 submarine launched ballistic missile. Japan’s Ground Self-
Defence Force will participate in the US-led RIMPAC maritime exercises in 2014, 
The Yomiuri Shimbun reports. China’s military will also be participating in the 2014 
RIMPAC exercise. 

Over at Times of India, South Korea and India held their third foreign policy and 
security dialogue in Delhi. The report said that the topics of discussion included: 
“security cooperation, [the] potential for space and nuclear cooperation, [the] 
upgrading of bilateral trade and economic ties and collaboration in defence 
production.” Russia and Pakistan held their first-ever strategic dialogue in Moscow, 
according to Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty. The new issue of the Bulletin of 
Atomic Scientists includes a symposium on cyber warfare with articles by Joe Nye 
and Adam Segal. 

Source: The Diplomat, 4 September 

Russia’s Aircraft Carrier to Visit Syrian Naval Base 

Russia’s only aircraft carrier will visit Moscow’s small naval base in Syria later this 
year, BBC Monitoring reported citing a newspaper published by the Russian 
government. “At the end of the year, most likely in early December, the Project 
11435 heavy aircraft-carrying cruiser the Admiral Kuznetsov will set off on a long-
distance sea voyage during which it will call at the Russian Federation Navy's 
logistical support centre located in the Syrian city of Tartus,” Russia’s Defence 
Ministry said in a statement, BBC Monitoring reported, citing a Russian-language 
report in Rossiyskaya Gazeta, a newspaper run by the Russian government. 

The article goes on to quote a Defence Ministry staffer as saying that the route of the 
vessel’s “long-distance sea voyage” was already set and it was therefore unlikely to 
be affected by the civil war in Syria. The Admiral Kuznetsov’s stopover in Tartus is 
“in no way connected” to the Syrian civil war Rossiyskaya Gazeta paraphrased the 
staffer as saying, according to BBC Monitoring. The Admiral Kuznetsov is Russia’s 
only operational aircraft carrier. The article clarifies that Russia refers to the ship as 
an aircraft-carrying cruiser because “under international treaties aircraft carriers are 
banned from passing through the Bosporus and Dardanelles…. But this ban does 
not extend to aircraft-carrying cruisers.” 

According to the article, the carrier can hold 50 airplanes and helicopters and comes 
equipped with “Granit anti-ship missiles, Kortik and Klinok surface-to-air missiles, 
and Udav antisubmarine warfare systems.” The article also reports that the Admiral 
Kuznetsov is 14,000 square meters and carries a crew of nearly 2,200 people 
including flight and technical personnel. Earlier this year a Russian naval officer told 
Interfax that the Navy had decided to end the Admiral Kuznetsov’s scheduled 
maintenance early and deploy it on a mission that would include a stopover in the 
Mediterranean Sea, where Russia has established a permanent naval task force in 

http://thediplomat.com/flashpoints-blog/2013/09/04/china-says-its-building-more-aircraft-carriers-and-ballistic-missiles/
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response to the hostilities in the Middle East. That report did not specify whether it 
deployed to the Tartus military base in Syria, although speculation abounded. 

Interfax reported that Russia’s Defence Ministry had told the newspaper that no 
decision had been made yet on whether the carrier would deploy to the Tartus base 
after it completes maintenance later this year. The Admiral Kuznetsov previously 
made a port call at Tartus in January 2012 as part of a “naval carrier group” that was 
on a 43-day voyage in late 2011 and early 2012. After the naval carrier group 
returned, Russia’s defence minister at the time said the carrier group’s presence in 
the Mediterranean confirmed Russia’s status as a “great naval power.” Russia has 
been beefing up its Mediterranean task force over the past week as the US and 
France contemplates air strikes against the Bashar al-Assad regime in Syria for its 
suspected chemical weapon attacks against civilians. Russian military officials told 
Interfax that a missile cruiser from the Black Sea Fleet and a large anti-submarine 
ship usually attached to the North Fleet would deploy to the Mediterranean Sea in 
the coming days. It clarified that both deployments were routine and had nothing to 
do with the Syrian conflict. 

Interfax quoted an unnamed Russian military official as saying that the SSV-201 
Priazovye, a reconnaissance ship, had left Sevastopol port in the Black Sea en route 
to the eastern Mediterranean where it would operate separately from the naval task 
force already there. Specifically, the military source said the reconnaissance ship’s 
mission would be “"to gather current information in the area of the escalating conflict" 
in Syria, Reuters reported, citing the Interfax report. The US has also beefed up its 
naval presence off Syria’s Coast in the Mediterranean in anticipation of President 
Barack Obama ordering missile strikes against Syrian regime targets. It was reported 
that the US had five destroyers armed with cruise missiles stationed in the 
Mediterranean compared to the 3 it usually deploys to the region. 

Additionally, the USS San Antonio (LPD-17), an amphibious transport dock with 
about a thousand Marines aboard (counting both troops and crew, according to the 
ship’s official website), was given orders to remain in the Mediterranean while it was 
traveling through the Red Sea on a regularly scheduled deployment. The ship can 
deliver 700-800 Marines on shore. US officials described the decision to have the 
USS San Antonio remain in the region as a “precaution” and emphasised that there 
aren’t any plans to send US Marines into Syria. 

The US Navy said that it had decided to station a carrier strike group centered 
around the USS Nimitz in the Red Sea as well, but added that there are no plans to 
use it in any Syrian contingency at this time. Along with the USS Nimitz aircraft 
carrier, the carrier strike group includes four additional destroyers and one cruiser. 
The strike group was expected to return to the US after being deployed in the 
Arabian Sea as part of Operation Enduring Freedom. It was re-routed to the Red 
Sea for “prudent positioning” purposes, US officials told media outlets. Although less 
acknowledged, the US is almost certainly also operating submarines capable of 
launching cruise missiles in the region as well. President Obama announced that he 
would ask Congress to support US military action against Syria. 

Source: The Diplomat, 4 September 

http://thediplomat.com/the-editor/2013/09/04/russias-aircraft-carrier-to-visit-syrian-naval-base/
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India Seeks Arbitration for Oil Tanker Detained in Iran 

India plans to seek arbitration from a third country 
in the dispute with Tehran over an Indian oil tanker 
detained by Iranian naval forces for causing 
widespread pollution in the Persian Gulf, Press TV 
reported. According to The Indian Express 
newspaper, Indian Ambassador to Tehran Shri DP 
Srivastava advised Indian Foreign Secretary 
Sujatha Singh in late August that "arbitration is a 
better option than bilateral negotiations." The 
Indian ambassador later pitched for arbitration in a 
neutral country, arguing that mutual talks between 

India and Iran over the seizure of MT Desh Shanti could become "a continuing 
irritant" in relations between the two countries. Iran's Navy intercepted the Indian oil 
tanker MT Desh Shanti, carrying Iraqi oil through the Persian Gulf on its way to India, 
on August 13. The vessel was carrying 140,000 tons of crude oil from Iraq to India. 
Srivastava further noted that direct negotiations between New Delhi and Tehran 
would also allow the Indian vessel's insurers, Protection and Indemnity (P&I) Club, to 
escape responsibility on the pretext that it cannot transfer money to Iran to release 
MT Desh Shanti due to US-led sanctions imposed on Tehran.  

India has denied the allegation and according to the ship's owner, state-run Shipping 
Corp. of India Ltd., the vessel wasn't in Iranian waters when it was detained. On 
August 20, India's Directorate General of Shipping sent a delegation including a 
senior official with the Shipping Corporation of India (SCI) and members of Indian 
Register of Shipping (IRS) to Iran's southern port of Bandar Abbas to inspect MT 
Desh Shanti technically. In its statement on the incident, Iran's embassy in India had 
said the ship's detention was "purely a technical and non-political issue." According 
to the embassy, the tanker was detained following a warning from the Marine 
Emergency Mutual Aid Centre, a Bahrain-based organisation with a mission to fight 
marine pollution. India and Iran haven't made any headway in resolving a dispute 
over an Indian oil tanker, which has put Tehran at odds with one of the few markets 
for its oil. India is one of the few destination countries for Iran's oil as New Delhi and 
Tehran have worked out a system to skirt Western sanctions whereby India places 
rupee-denominated payments in an Indian bank to pay for oil. Funds are debited 
from the account when Iran purchases Indian goods that may include grains, drugs, 
consumer products and auto parts. 

Source: AZERNEWS, 4 September 

Iranian Official: Indian Oil Tanker Can Leave after Compensation 

A senior official said that the Indian oil tanker, MT 
Desh Shanti, which was intercepted by the Iranian 
Navy as it was carrying Iraqi oil through the Persian 
Gulf can leave the country after presenting the 
necessary guarantees to the Iranian Ports and 
Maritime Organisation and compensating through its 
protection and indemnity (P&I) insurance coverage. 

http://www.azernews.az/region/58989.html
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“As soon as the Indian oil tanker provides the necessary guarantees it can continue 
its path because technical issues have been specified and the oil tanker has been 
notified of it …,” Head of Iran’s Ports and Maritime Organisation Ataollah Sadr told 
FNA. “Of course the compensation will be paid by the insurance company and Iran’s 
Ports and Maritime Organisation will clean the polluted area and the oil tanker has 
nothing special to do,” he added. The Deputy Managing-Director of Iran’s Ports and 
Maritime Organisation Seyed Ali Stiri told FNA that MT Desh Shanti should 
compensate through its P&I insurance coverage for the pollution it has caused. 
“According to the international maritime law, the oil tanker should pay through its P&I 
insurance for the damage it has caused by polluting the Persian Gulf waters and also 
provide the necessary guarantees in this regard to the Iranian Ports and Maritime 
Organisation,” Stiri said.  

On August 13, the Iranian Navy intercepted the Indian oil tanker on its way to India. 
The vessel was carrying 140,000 tons of Basrah crude from Iraq to India. "It was a 
Shipping Corp of India (SCI) vessel carrying Iraqi crude for us ... it was detained by 
Iran authorities to check pollution," Chairman of Hindustan Petroleum Corp Ltd 
(HPCL) S Roy Chaudhury said. The Director General for maritime pollution affairs at 
the Iranian Department of the Environment, Nima Pourang, told FNA that the tanker 
had been detained because it discharged its oily ballast water 30 miles away from 
Iran's Lavan Island in the Persian Gulf which caused a 10-mile-long oil slick on the 
sea. Yet, some western media alleged that Iran had seized the ship due to political 
motives. In response, former Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman Seyed Abbas 
Araqchi rejected the western media reports, stressing that the move was a routine 
practice and done in accordance with international regulations. “The ship has been 
detained by Iranian naval forces for causing widespread pollution in the Persian 
Gulf,” Araqchi said. The Iranian foreign ministry spokesman stressed that the 
inspection of the Indian oil tanker was not at all due to political reasons. 

Source: FARS News, 4 September 

Mumbai to Host INMEX India 2013 

Informa Exhibitions India, part of the UK 
based Informa plc is organising the 8th 
Edition of INMEX India 2013, South Asia’s 
largest and most successful maritime event at 
the Bombay Exhibition Centre (Goregaon 
East, Mumbai) from 8th October 2013 to 10th 
October 2013. This trade event will have over 
600 participating companies from 35 
Countries including 7 Country Pavilions from 
Holland, Norway, Korea, Singapore, China 

and Iran among others. The products and solutions showcased at the event include 
dredging, marine equipment, marine offshore technology, ocean engineering, port 
equipment, port technology, ship repair, shipbuilding, underwater robotics etc. The 
event is supported by the Ministry of Shipping & many other key associations & trade 
bodies. The 2013 edition is expected to be attended by over 8,000 global visitors that 
include shipping company owners, shipbuilders, port authorities, marine offshore 
technology, marine equipment, Indian Navy, Coastguards, Government officials, 

http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.aspx?nn=13920613000510
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international trade representatives and high profile solution providers and decision 
makers under one roof! 

INMEX India 2013 will bring together the national and international shipping, and 
maritime community making it the best platform to promote India’s scope of being a 
global maritime hub and leader. The shipping industry is considered to be a catalyst 
for economic development, as it facilitates 90% of world trade. Indian government 
has announced a combined US$ 110 billion package to develop its ports and 
shipbuilding industry by 2020. The overall cargo traffic at major ports in India is about 
600 million tones and is likely to reach 1,230 million tonnes by 2015 and 3,000 
million tons by 2020 growing at a compounded annual growth rate (CAGR) of about 
20 per cent. The Indian maritime sector facilitates not only transportation of national 
and international cargo but also provides a variety of other services such as cargo 
handling services, shipbuilding and ship repairing, freight forwarding, lighthouse 
facilities and training of marine personnel etc. Against a background of globalisation 
and liberalisation, the global shipping industry has increasingly started looking to 
India for shipbuilding, ship repair and many other services. The international INMEX 
conference takes place alongside the exhibition with session themes focused on the 
issues and solutions within the Indian maritime sector and are chaired by industry 
leaders and spokespersons. 

Source: Dredging Today, 4 September 

Maritime Piracy, Smuggling Identified as Major Organised Crime Threats in 
Eastern Africa 

UNODC's latest report provides insight into 
some of Eastern Africa's principal 
transnational organised crime threats. 
According to the report, more than 100,000 
people were smuggled out of the region last 
year alone, generating over of $15 million for 
organised criminal networks operating on the 
maritime crossing from the Horn of Africa. 
Somali piracy was worth an estimated $150 

million in 2011, equivalent to almost 15 per cent of the country's GDP. Throughout 
2013, however, no successful hijackings for ransom have been made in the Somali 
area of operation, and this remarkable progress shows that even the largest crime 
problems can be countered through international cooperation. 

The report - Transnational Organised Crime in Eastern Africa: A Threat Assessment 
- is aimed at highlighting the most pressing transnational organised crime threats 
facing the region. Looking at some of the key areas, this latest report focuses on four 
such concerns: migrant smuggling from Ethiopia and Somalia to Yemen and Saudi 
Arabia; heroin trafficking from South-West Asia to Eastern Africa; ivory trafficking 
through Eastern Africa to Asia; and Somali maritime piracy. 

The role of transnational organised crime is evident in migrant smuggling. This is 
driven in part by high levels of conflict and poverty which have resulted in a large and 
vulnerable stream of migrants. Many of those trying to escape the situations they 

http://www.dredgingtoday.com/2013/09/04/mumbai-to-host-inmex-india-2013/
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face are subjected to a range of abuses, including confinement, beatings, extortion 
and rape at multiple stages of their journey. In 2012 alone, more than 100,000 
people paid smugglers to transport them across the Gulf of Aden or Red Sea to 
Yemen where their journey takes them onwards to Saudi Arabia, with the sea 
passage alone generating over $15 million for organised criminal networks. 

In 2011 Somali pirates reaped an estimated $150 million. In recent years, however, 
progress has been made in tackling this issue. International countermeasures have 
contributed to a dramatic decline in piracy. While in April 2009 pirates hijacked 16 
ships, two years later this averaged less than one per month; in the first half of 2013 
there were no successful hijackings for ransom in the Somali area. Effective 
intervention has also forced pirates to move further away from the coast: in 2005, the 
average successful pirate attack was 109 km from the Somali coast; in 2012, it was 
746 km. 

Source: The Maritime Executive, 4 September 

Taiwan’s Power Grab in the South China Sea 

Taiwan has announced it will invest 3.37 
billion New Taiwan Dollars (US$106.5 
million) over three years to build a wharf on 
Taiping Island in the disputed Spratly 
Archipelago to increase its naval presence 
in the area, a move that is likely to irritate 
other claimants to the region. According to 
Lin Yu-fang, a legislator from the 
Kuomintang (KMT) who sits on the Foreign 
Affairs and National Defence Committee, 1 

billion NTD (US$33.6 million) is to be set aside for the project during FY 2014. The 
budget is expected to be passed by the Legislative Yuan when it reconvenes later 
this month. Work on the wharf is to be carried out by the National Expressway 
Engineering Bureau under the Ministry of Transportation and Communications. 

Located some 1,600 km from Kaohsiung in southern Taiwan, Taiping (also known as 
Itu Aba), is the largest of the Spratly Islands and the only one with fresh water in the 
area. It features a 1,150 m Taiwanese runway, which was completed in 2008 under 
the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) administration, and a small wharf that can 
accommodate vessels with a displacement of no more than 6 tons. The new wharf 
will be able to accommodate heavier vessels from the Coast Guard Administration 
(CGA), which is currently in charge of protecting Taiwan’s claims to the island, as 
well as Navy ships if necessary. Completion of the wharf will also facilitate the 
unloading of heavy equipment that will be necessary for Taiwan to move forward 
with its plan to extend the runway, which currently can only accommodate partially 
loaded Hercules C-130H transport aircraft in “extremely good” weather conditions, 
said Lin, a strong proponent of greater defences for the island. Currently, Taipei has 
plans to extend the runaway to about 1,500 m. 

Taiwan has already begun trying to minimise the impact the plans for the new wharf 
will have on its relations with other countries that claim the Spartley Islands. While 

http://www.maritime-executive.com/article/Maritime-Piracy-Smuggling-Identified-as-Major-Organized-Crime-Threats-in-Eastern-Africa-2013-09-04/
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the nation’s sovereignty over the island cannot be compromised, Taiwan’s 
representative to Australia, Katharine Chang, told Radio Australia, Taiwan was 
willing to promote a spirit of “joint development” in the region. “We propose [a] peace 
initiative. President Ma [Ying-jeou] has a peace initiative that applies to [the] East 
China Sea and to [the] South China Sea as well,” she said. “The major spirit is to 
shelve the disputes and [achieve] peaceful coexistence, also joined exploration of … 
resources, joint development of the region and joint scientific research.” 

The move occurs as Manila accused the People’s Republic of China (PRC) of 
violating the Code of Conduct in the South China Sea by readying to build new 
structures in the disputed Scarborough Shoal (known as the Panatag Shoal in the 
Philippines), located north of the Spratlys. Philippine Defence Secretary Voltaire 
Gazmin told a Congressional budgetary hearing that aerial surveillance of the area 
had shown the presence of approximately 30 concrete blocks inside the shoal. 
Gazmin said the photographs, which were taken on August 31, presented a pattern 
that was similar to the one seen when the PRC built a garrison on Mischief Reef in 
the late 1990s. Three Chinese coast guard vessels were also spotted in the area on 
Aug. 31, Gazmin added. Scarborough/Panatag Shoal was the object of a months-
long standoff in 2012, during which China deployed several fishing, coast guard, and 
warships. Despite repeated appeals by Beijing for Taipei to cooperate with it in 
defending their claimed interests in the South China Sea, Taiwan has categorically 
denied it has any intention of doing so. 

Source: The Diplomat, 4 September 

Indian Navy Ships INS Tabar, INS Aditya to Visit Qatar 

In the framework of the multi-faceted 
bilateral cooperation, two Indian Navy 
ships - INS Tabar and INS Aditya - will 
be making a four-day goodwill visit to 
Qatar from September 10. INS Tabar is 
a part of the state-of-the-art Talwar class 
ships of the Indian Navy. INS Aditya is 
one of Indian Navy's indigenously built 
Fleet Replenishment Tankers. The ship 
is commonly referred to as the lifeline of 
Indian Navy's Western Fleet.  

Following the goodwill visit of the ships, 
Qatar will be hosting the day meeting of the Joint Committee on Defence 
Cooperation (JCDC). JCDC was set up to implement the bilateral agreement on 
defence cooperation signed in Doha in 2008 during the visit of Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh to Qatar. The two governments have also agreed to renew this 
agreement for a further period of five years. Indian embassy in Doha said the visit is 
part of the convening of India-Qatar Joint Committee on Defence Cooperation from 
September 15. 

Source: The Economic Times, 5 September 

http://thediplomat.com/flashpoints-blog/2013/09/04/taiwans-power-grab-in-the-south-china-sea/
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2013-09-05/news/41802370_1_tabar-indian-navy-defence-cooperation
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India to Supply Two Naval Warships to Sri Lanka 

India is planning to supply two naval warships 
to Sri Lanka to strengthen its capabilities to 
guard its maritime boundaries. The two 
Offshore Patrol Vessels would be built by the 
Goa-based defence PSU Goa Shipyard 
Limited and they are expected to be delivered 
to the Island nation by 2017-18 timeframe, 
sources said here. The development comes at 
a time when political parties in Tamil Nadu 
have been demanding ceasing of defence ties 
with that country. Centre has been very 

sympathetic towards the demands made by them and have shifted the Sri Lankan 
defence personnel from training institutions in that state and also decided to hold 
exercises with them away from four south Indian states. Defence Minister AK Antony 
has directed military and civilian officials to be sensitive towards these sentiments 
and emotions mostly flamed after the frequent alleged incidents of arrest of Indian 
fishermen from Tamil Nadu by the Sri Lankan Navy. However, despite the objections 
from these political parties, the Government of India at the highest level has decided 
to continue close ties with the Sri Lankan armed forces. 

Source: The Economic Times, 5 September 

Manila, Tokyo Meet amid China 'Construction' in Panatag 

Amid China’s reported plan to build structures in Panatag (Scarborough) Shoal, the 
Philippines and Japan stressed that force should not be used to change the status 
quo in the West Philippine Sea (South China Sea). The matter was discussed during 
meeting between Defence Secretary Voltaire Gazmin and Japan Minister-in-Charge 
of Ocean Policy and Territorial Issues Ichita Yamamoto in Camp Aguinaldo. “We 
shared the view that any country should not pursue to change status quo unilaterally 
by force. Also the establishment of the rule of law is very very important,” Yamamoto 
told reporters through an interpreter. 

“The establishment of rule of law is a very important agenda which requires the close 
cooperation between Japan and the Philippines and we would like to continue to 
cooperate with the Philippines in order to send strong messages to international 
community.” Both the Philippines and Japan are embroiled in a territorial dispute with 
China. The meeting came in the wake of reports that China has placed 75 concrete 
blocks in Panatag (Scarborough) Shoal off Zambales, an area within the Philippines’ 
exclusive economic zone. The placing of the concrete blocks has been viewed by 
officials as a prelude to a construction project. 

Defence officials have said that measures would be undertaken to assert the 
Philippines’ territorial rights but declined to provide specifics. Panatag Shoal, also 
known as Bajo de Masinloc, is located 124 nautical miles from the nearest point in 
Zambales. The area used to be a traditional fishing area for local fishermen until 
Chinese vessels illegally cordoned off the area last year. Yamamoto declined to 
comment when asked whether Japan plans to send assets to the Philippines, saying 

http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2013-09-05/news/41802521_1_sri-lankan-navy-defence-ties-defence-minister
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the matter falls within the role of Japanese Defence Minister Itsunori Onodera. 
“However, I believe that the recent visit by defence minister Onodera set (the) quality 
(of) path on the future between Japan and the Philippines and I believe that further 
cooperation will be promoted along,” he said. 

Onodera met with Gazmin last June to discuss common security concerns including 
territorial disputes in the region. Japan has vowed to strengthen its security ties with 
the Philippines and to further cooperate on the defence of remote islands, territorial 
seas and maritime interests. China has occupied contested areas in the West 
Philippine Sea including those that are within the Philippines ’continental shelf. 
Japan and China are also claiming ownership of the Senkaku islands in the East 
China Sea. 

Visit to former US bases 

Yamamoto said he visited Subic and Clark and was briefed about how the former 
American bases were used to promote economic activity. Yamamoto, who is also 
Japan’s Minister of State for Okinawa and Northern Territories, said he had a 
meeting with leaders of Japanese companies who praised the work attitude of 
Filipinos. “In Clark and Subic, I learned how both zones have been utilised, (how) the 
former American bases (were used) in trying to attract investment as well as 
diversifying its industrial complexes,” the Japanese official said. “The utilisation of 
former American bases has become a very important agenda. As a minister in 
charge, I would like to promote this agenda in close cooperation with relevant 
municipalities,” he added. 

The American bases in Clark and Subic were shut down in 1992 after the Senate 
had rejected an extension of their stay in the country. Okinawa, meanwhile, hosts 
thousands of US Marines, many of which would be transferred to Guam soon. “We 
can draw good lessons from these regions which could be applied to Okinawa in the 
future,” Yamamoto said. Yamamoto declined to comment when asked whether the 
increased US presence in the Philippines would promote regional stability. “Whether 
the increased American presence will contribute to the strengthening security 
environment for the Philippines is primarily an issue to be answered by the 
government of the Philippines,” he said. 

Source: Phil Star, 5 September 

EU, Somalia: Maritime Security Partnership 

On 4 September 2013, off the coast of Mogadishu, 
the EU Naval Force (EU NAVFOR) Atalanta hosted 
the President of Somalia, Hassan Sheikh 
Mohamud, on board the Dutch EU NAVFOR 
flagship, HNLMS Johan de Witt. The President, his 
Ministers and security commanders met with EU 
Special Envoy to Somalia, Michele Cervone d’Urso, 
the EU Naval Force Operation Commander, Rear 

http://www.philstar.com/headlines/2013/09/05/1175121/manila-tokyo-meet-amid-china-construction-panatag
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Admiral Bob Tarrant and Head of Mission of EU Capacity Building Mission (EUCAP) 
Nestor, Etienne de Poncins. It was discussed how the different EU instruments can 
support the development of a comprehensive Somali Maritime Strategy. 

The event built on the first meeting held on June 24 on a EU Naval Force flagship 
and aimed to further foster the partnership between Somalia and the European 
Union and constitutes a stepping stone towards the third international counter-piracy 
conference in Dubai on 11-12 September 2013 and the “New Deal for Somalia” 
Conference in Brussels on 16 September 2013. The New Deal Conference will 
endorse a ‘Compact’ between Somalia and the international community that 
identifies the key political, security and socio-economic priorities for the coming 
years. 

President Hassan Sheikh Mohamud said, “Somalia welcomes cooperation with the 
EU to improve maritime security as part of the broader engagement of the EU in 
Somalia. Maritime cooperation will have important effect on the stabilisation and 
development of coastal areas in my country. I intend to present the outline of a 
comprehensive maritime strategy during the Brussels Conference.” EU Special 
Envoy to Somalia Michele Cervone d’Urso said, “This event was yet another 
occasion to reiterate the EU’s strong commitment to help Somalia on its path 
towards stability and security. During the upcoming “New deal for Somalia” 
Conference in Brussels, support to the Somali security sector will be high on the 
agenda, including maritime security”. 

In order to support the Somali authorities to increase their capabilities to fight piracy 
and other illegal activities off their coastline, the EU NAVFOR Dutch flagship also 
provided the platform for a EUCAP Nestor maritime crime seminar, including a 
practical exercise with delegates from Somalia. The delegates, comprising Somali 
prosecutors, judges and maritime police officers, observed a demonstration of how a 
suspect pirate vessel is intercepted, including boarding the vessel, detaining 
suspects, seizing evidence and investigation. Speaking about the seminar Etienne 
de Poncins, Head of Mission of EUCAP Nestor, said, “Events which include practical 
exercises such as the one organised on board the Dutch flagship are an important 
means to demonstrate the broad engagement required from the Somali judiciary and 
police in order to effectively tackle counter piracy and other illegal activities as to 
improve maritime security in the Horn of Africa.” 

Source: Marine Link, 5 September 

India to Play Sea War Games with 22 Nations 

India is set to play war games at sea with 22 other countries including China and the 
US. It is a departure from its recent policy of participating only in bilateral naval war 
games. India is about to make an exception and take part in the multilateral, US-
hosted international maritime war exercise Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) in Hawaii 
next year. China, which along with India attended the 2012 biennial exercise in 
Honolulu just as an observer, has already confirmed participation in the 2014 event. 
The prospect of better understanding strategic imperatives — China’s growing 
influence in the region’s waters has been a major worry — and exposure to the 
world’s finest naval warships are believed to have swung India’s decision to 

http://www.marinelink.com/news/partnership-maritime358350.aspx
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participate. “The decision to participate in RIMPAC 2014 has been taken in principle. 
The Indian Navy is most keen to send its warships to the Asia-Pacific games hosted 
by the US Pacific Command. We are waiting for the written confirmation from 
defence minister AK Antony,” said a South Block official. Sources said the Indian 
confirmation was likely to be conveyed to US deputy defence secretary Ashton 
Carter during his September 16-18 visit to the Capital.  

The defence ministry was not inclined to participate in the 2014 war games as it 
does not want to be seen as part of any anti-China grouping. The political leadership, 
however, changed its mind after it was pointed out that 22 countries including China, 
Indonesia and Japan were also participating in the month-long event next June. 
Also, Asia-Pacific is an area of interest to India. New Delhi has been cautious after 
China expressed its opposition to the 2007 Malabar exercise in Bay of Bengal in 
which the US, Australia and Japan also took part. With 22 nations and more than 40 
warships confirming participation, RIMPAC 2014 aims to foster cooperation among 
world navies. The exercise has three levels: Surface, submarine, and electronic 
surveillance and reconnaissance. India is planning to send two destroyers, one 
tanker and two newly acquired Boeing P-8I long-range maritime reconnaissance, 
anti-submarine aircraft. “The final decision on which warship or aircraft will be sent 
will be taken later,” said a South Block official. “Given the growing assertiveness of 
the naval wing of China’s People’s Liberation Army in Asia-Pacific, it is important for 
India to understand the strategic imperatives of this region, with Japan Self Defence 
Force also taking part for the first time.” 

Source: The Hindustan Times, 9 September 

Awami League Needs to Win Maritime Boundary Case with India 

Bangladesh and India approached the Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA) in 2009 
to resolve a dispute over their maritime boundary. Agriculture Minister Matia 
Chowdhury said an Awami League government was needed once again to win a 
maritime boundary case against India as an international arbitration court was going 
to give a ruling in 2014. “As Awami League was able to win a maritime boundary 
case against Myanmar, so it is needed again to win in another case against India,” 
Matia said while addressing a mass reception at the Engineers Institute auditorium in 
the port city. Bangladesh and India approached the Permanent Court of Arbitration 
(PCA) in 2009 to resolve a dispute over their maritime boundary. The PCA, based in 
The Hague, Netherlands, is expected to deliver a judgment on the case by the 
middle of next year. 

The reception was organised by AL’s Chittagong units in honour of AL lawmaker 
Mosarraf Hossain becoming a presidium member of the ruling party. ABM Mohiuddin 
Chowdhury, president of AL’s Chittagong city unit, presided over the programme, 
which was attended by thousands of party supporters. Matia, who was the chief 
guest at the programme, said the government was not happy with the verdict in the 
Felani shooting case that acquitted Indian Border Security Force personnel of killing 
the 15-year-old Bangladeshi girl at a border fence. “The number of border killings is 
less during AL regime than during BNP regime,” Matia said, adding that the 
government would go ahead with an appeal in the Felani case. Special guest at the 
reception, Environment Minister Hasan Mahmud said a total of 337 people were 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/India-news/NewDelhi/India-to-play-sea-war-games-with-22-nations/Article1-1119373.aspx
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killed at the border during the previous BNP regime, while 218 people died in border-
killings during AL’s tenure. About the on-going trials of war criminals, Matia said the 
AL government had started the proceedings and it would complete them. 

The agriculture minister also said her government provided fertilisers to farmers at a 
cheap rate, whereas farmers faced a crisis during the BNP regime. Hasan Mahmud 
also said militant organisations were now with opposition leader Khaleda Zia, and if 
her party were to return to power, Bangladesh would become a militant country. The 
environment minister refuted BNP leader Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir’s statement 
about the ruling party’s weak foreign policy, saying AL never compromised even an 
inch over national issues. The speakers also urged party activists to be united for 
winning the next general elections. 

Source: Dhaka Tribune, 9 September 

China's top admiral visits United States 

China's top naval official left Beijing for a visit to the United States, a move experts 
described as part of the "rare, determined and intensive efforts" by Beijing and 
Washington in recent months to improve military ties. The trip coincides with a joint 
China-US naval drill, involving three Chinese warships, scheduled in waters off 
Hawaii. Wu Shengli, commander-in-chief of the People's Liberation Army navy, will 
pay an official visit at the invitation of Chief of US Naval Operations Admiral Jon 
Greenert, the Chinese navy said in a news release. His tour comes three weeks after 
Minister of National Defence Chang Wanquan visited the US. "During the visit, Wu 
Shengli will meet leaders of the US navy and discuss issues including building up a 
new type of China-US naval relations and constructively pushing up relations 
between Chinese and US navies," said the document. Wu will also visit US naval 
and marine units, it said. 

Meanwhile, speaking at Washington-based think tank American Enterprise Institute 
Greenert said he is looking forward to meeting Wu as "we continue our mil-to-mil 
relationship, evolving and maturing that relationship". Niu Jun, professor at the 
School of International Studies of Peking University, said: "I have spent years 
studying China-US relations. It is very rare to see the determined efforts made by 
both sides, after the two new administrations took office, to improve the relations." 
"And progress in military ties is the most eye-catching and symbolic part in bilateral 
relations. That is partially because it is the sphere with most problems," Niu said. 
Shortly before Wu's arrival, three Chinese navy ships pulled into Pearl Harbour in 
Hawaii for a search-and-rescue exercise with the US navy. 

The three ships — destroyer Qingdao, frigate Linyi, and fleet oiler Hongzehu — carry 
a helicopter and 680 officers and sailors. They were greeted in Hawaii with a lion 
dance from a children's group. The drill is scheduled with USS Lake Erie in waters 
off Waikiki and Diamond Head. "This port visit is part of the US navy's on-going 
efforts to maximise opportunities for developing relationships with foreign navies as a 
tool to build trust, encourage multilateral cooperation, enhance transparency, and 
avoid miscalculation in the Pacific," the US Navy said in a news release. It was the 
first such port visit by the Chinese navy in the past seven years, since Qingdao and 

http://www.dhakatribune.com/politics/2013/sep/09/awami-league-needs-win-maritime-boundary-case-india-matia
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Hongzehu stopped at Pearl Harbour and San Diego for communications drills and 
search-and-rescue exercises off the coasts. 

Source: China Daily, 9 September 

Indian Naval Ships on a Goodwill Visit to Kuwait 

Two Indian naval ships arrived in Kuwait for a goodwill visit in an effort to strengthen 
bilateral ties and cooperation with the Gulf nation. The visiting ships - INS Mysore 
and INS Tarkash - form part of the Indian Navy's Western Fleet under the Western 
Naval Command in Mumbai. The group is headed by Rear Admiral Anil Kumar 
Chawla, the Flag Officer Commanding Western Fleet, who is flying his flag INS 
Mysore. He accompanied by Flag Officer Commanding in Chief of the Western 
Naval Command, Vice Admiral Shekhar Sinha, Indian embassy in Kuwait said. The 
visiting officers met some senior dignitaries and officials of Kuwait's Ministry of 
Defence. Both the countries have traditionally enjoyed close and friendly relations. 
Cooperation between the two covers a broad spectrum including trade, investment, 
human resources, culture and arts, science and technology and defence. 

Indian Navy shares close and friendly ties with all navies in the Gulf and has 
indulged in exercises with many of them. It has been providing training and hydro-
graphic support to several navies in the region. Defence cooperation between the 
two countries covers high level military visits, training and port visits by naval ships. 
India and Kuwait are also members of Indian Ocean Naval Symposium, a voluntary 
and cooperative initiative between 35 countries of the Indian Ocean Region, which 
has served as an ideal forum for sharing of information and cooperation on maritime 
issues. INS Mysore is an indigenously designed destroyer built by the Mazagaon 
Dock Limited, Mumbai and embodies the very cutting edge of technology. INS 
Tarkash, the second of the Teg class frigates, is among the very latest in the 
inventory of the Indian Navy.  

Source: NDTV, 10 September 

India ‘Keen to Strengthen Defence Ties with GCC States’ 

India is looking forward to further 
strengthen its existing co-
operation in the area of defence 
with GCC nations and the on-
going goodwill visits by four naval 
ships of its Western Fleet to the 
region, is in the framework of the 
country’s excellent long-standing 
relations with the respective 
states, said Indian Ambassador 

to Qatar Sanjiv Arora. Interacting with journalists on board INS Tabar, the third of the 
three Talwar class frigates of the Indian navy, which has called on the Doha port for 
a four-day visit, the envoy said the visit of the ships is another positive development 
in the defence relations between India and the region’s states. 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/world/2013-09/09/content_16953219.htm
http://www.ndtv.com/article/india/indian-naval-ships-on-a-goodwill-visit-to-kuwait-416795
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Another ship INS Aditya has also arrived in Doha.  The other two vessels of the 
foursome, INS Mysore and INS Tarkash have headed to Kuwait and the four will join 
in the UAE on September 15. Among the things on the agenda is the renewal of the 
defence ties with Qatar at a two-day meeting of the Joint Committee of the Defence 
Co-operation (JCDC) to be held in Doha on September 15 and 16. The third meeting 
of the joint commission is being held after the first two meetings held in Doha (2008) 
and New Delhi (2011). Arora also recalled the agreement in defence co-operation 
between India and Qatar, and concluded in Qatar during the visit of Indian Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh in November 2008.      

While expecting the strengthening of bilateral relations between his country and 
GCC states, the envoy hoped the visit of the naval ships could be mutually beneficial 
to the partners and said that it is taking place because of the enormous patronage 
extended to the naval ships and their crew by their counterparts in the region. 
Acknowledging the support and hospitality extended to the team from India by the 
State of Qatar and Emiri Navy, the ambassador said the visitors would be calling on 
the Commander and senior officials of the Emiri Navy during their visit. Arora 
informed that the two naval ships from India would be accorded a ceremonial 
farewell by their Qatari naval counterparts at the “Passex” parade to be held before 
they head towards the UAE in the morning on September 13.   

The diplomat said a joint four-day naval exercise of India and Oman with the 
participation of the Royal Navy of the Sultanate of Oman, “Naseem al-Behr” is 
scheduled to be held there between September 23 and 26. Prior to this, the ships will 
call on the Muscat port on a four-day visit starting from September 19. Elaborating 
further, the ambassador said India, which has the largest resident navy in the Indian 
Ocean is sharing its expertise and experience with its friendly GCC neighbours 
through such goodwill visits and hence his country sees a great opportunity in 
strengthening co-operation with the respective Gulf States. Arora said at the 
meetings that he had with Qatar’s Minister of State for Defence HE Major General 
Hamad bin Ali al-Attiyah and chief of the Staff of the Qatar Armed Forces HE 
Ghanim bin Shaheen al-Ghanim; they had extended support to the goodwill visits by 
the Indian ships. Later, the Commander of the INS Tabar Captain S Venkatraman 
said he and his team were extremely happy at the patronage and co-operation 
extended by Qatar’s Emiri Navy to their on-going visit. 

Source: Gulf Times, 10 September 

Colombia Will Challenge Maritime Border with Nicaragua 

The Colombian government has 
announced it will not abide by the 
International Court of Justice’s ruling 
over a maritime border dispute with 
Nicaragua. Colombian President Juan 
Manuel Santos said that the court’s 
decision is “not applicable” unless a 
new treaty is negotiated between the 
two nations, and that Colombia will 
work to stop Nicaragua’s “expansionist 

http://www.gulf-times.com/qatar/178/details/365416/india-%E2%80%98keen-to-strengthen-defence-ties-with-gcc-states%E2%80%99
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spirits.” “Colombians are still outraged by the ruling of The Hague’s International 
Court of Justice, which pretends to give Nicaragua a significant portion of [our] 
historic and economic rights in the Caribbean,” Santos said. “We will subscribe a 
letter of protest along with other neighbouring nations [Jamaica, Costa Rica, and 
Panama] that I will personally deliver to the United Nations’ Secretary General,” 
Santos added. 

The president’s words were met with general enthusiasm in Colombia, where 
politicians from both sides of the aisle praised what they interpreted as a bold and 
necessary stance to defend the country’s sovereignty. “That’s the president Santos 
many Colombians were asking for,” Senator Roy Barreras said shortly after Santos’ 
speech. “A president that commits to firm and important decisions.” In Nicaragua, the 
Colombian government’s announcement was received with wariness and scepticism. 
Norman Miranda, an expert in international law, told El Nuevo Diario, a Nicaraguan 
newspaper, that Santos was overreaching with his speech, and that he was trying to 
involve other countries even though the ICJ’s decision did not affect any other 
nations. “The court maintained the rights of Jamaica, Panama, and Costa Rica,” 
Miranda said. “They are not threatened, as president [Santos] wants to make 
everyone believe they are.” 

The Colombian government is treading a thin line in order not to completely dismiss 
the International Court of Justice’s jurisdiction, a move that might set a dangerous 
precedent. The legal strategy to do that, which was put together in the past few 
months by local and international law firms, consists in highlighting a newly found 
contradiction between the Pact of Bogota, a document that guarantees the 
international court’s jurisdiction in the country, and the Colombian Constitution. 

“At no time are we disregarding the jurisdiction of the court at The Hague,” Foreign 
Minister María Ángela Holguín told Caracol Radio. “We’re not disregarding the ruling 
either. We’re saying that our constitution does not permit its applicability.” Santos 
said that it is going to sue the Pact of Bogota at the country’s Constitutional Court, 
and that in the meantime the government will try to secure a new treaty with 
Nicaragua that satisfies both countries. 

“We want to talk with Nicaragua about a treaty,” Holguín said. “We [want to know] 
what Daniel Ortega thinks about this.” Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega said that 
he wants Colombia to abide by the International Court’s ruling and that the 
government’s stance is nothing less than offensive. “The court’s decisions are 
obligatory,” Ortega said.  

“They are not subject to discussion. It’s disrespectful to the court. It is as if we 
decided not to abide by the ruling because we didn’t receive 100% of what we 
asked, which in this case was the San Andrés archipelago.” The maritime dispute 
between the two nations has prompted a small naval arms race in the past few 
months. There have been talks of war, but both countries’ armies have said they 
don’t want a confrontation. “Nicaragua wants peace,” Ortega said. “We have no 
expansionist aims…we only want what the court at The Hague granted us in its 
ruling.” 

Source: ABC News, 10 September 

http://abcnews.go.com/ABC_Univision/colombia-challenge-maritime-border-nicaragua/story?id=20217370
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Japan Increases Security around Disputed Islands 

Japan increased its surveillance in the East China Sea, the one-year anniversary of 
its purchase of a group of islands there that are also claimed by China. Ties between 
Asia's two largest economies reached their lowest point in years after Japan bought 
some of the islands from their private Japanese landowner 12 months ago. China 
refused to recognise the sale. It responded by sending increased sea and air patrols 
to the islands in what is seen as an attempt to assert Beijing's claim to the strategic 
area. Japanese Deputy Cabinet Secretary Katsunobu Kato said that Tokyo will stand 
firm in its position on the islands, but hopes for a diplomatic resolution to the 
tensions. 'We will take all measures necessary to protect our sovereignty, territory 
and airspace as necessary while also looking to react in a calm manner,' her said. 
'We do not want to escalate the situation from the Japanese side. We look to 
continue to talk with the Chinese side and improve the situation.' 

A government spokesman said Japan has not ruled out deploying officials to the 
uninhabited island chain, a comment that drew a sharp rebuke by Beijing. China's 
foreign ministry said Beijing was 'gravely concerned' by the remarks and warned that 
Japan will have to 'accept the consequences' if it 'recklessly makes provocative 
moves.' Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe has called for high-level talks to 
resolve the dispute. But China has rejected his offer as insincere, saying Tokyo must 
first make concessions to reduce tensions. At sea, meanwhile, government patrols 
ships and airplanes from both countries continued to engage in minor standoffs and 
confrontations, raising fears of a military clash. 

Japan formally complained to Beijing over the presence of eight Chinese 
government ships in the area. The Japanese coastguard says the flotilla was the 
biggest of its kind since April. Japan scrambled fighter jets in the East China Sea 
after it spotted what it said was an unmanned aircraft flying toward Japan. The 
islands, known as Senkaku in Japan and Diaoyu in China, are uninhabited, but 
surrounded by rich fishing ground and potential energy deposits. Japan annexed the 
islets in the late 19th century. China claimed sovereignty over the archipelago in 
1971, saying ancient maps show it has been Chinese territory for centuries. 

Source: Global Security, 11 September 

US Reaffirms Support for Japan over Senkaku Islets Sovereignty 

A senior US State Department official reaffirmed US backing for Japan in its dispute 
with China over the Japan-administered Senkaku group of islets in the East China 
Sea, a Japanese ruling party lawmaker said. US Deputy Secretary of State William 
Burns expressed the US stance in a meeting with Natsuo Yamaguchi, leader of the 
New Komeito party, the smaller of Japan's two coalition parties, in Washington. 
Yamaguchi said Japan will take the US position into account in discussing the issue 
with China, according to a lawmaker in Yamaguchi's delegation. Yamaguchi and 
Burns also confirmed the Japanese and US governments will keep working together 
to implement a long-stalled agreement to relocate the US Marine Corps' Futenma Air 
Station within Okinawa Prefecture. The United States has said the Senkakus are 
covered by its security treaty with Japan, under which the United States undertakes 
to defend Japan in the event of armed attacks. China, which calls the islets Diaoyu, 

http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/library/news/2013/09/mil-130911-voa02.htm?_m=3n%2e002a%2e905%2ebu0ao017zf%2etsk
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has repeatedly sent its ships to intrude into Japanese territorial waters near the islets 
since the Japanese government bought a major part of the Senkakus from a private 
Japanese owner last year, straining bilateral ties. Japan has said that the 
uninhabited islands, which Taiwan also claims, are an inherent part of its territory 
and that there is no territorial dispute to be resolved. China and Taiwan officially 
began to claim the islets in the 1970s. 

Source: Global Post, 11 September 

Protect Our Seas, ASEAN Navies Urged 

President Aquino rallied Navy chiefs in Southeast Asia 
to protect the “common seas” by ensuring freedom of 
navigation, which is central to the dispute in the West 
Philippine Sea. Speaking before regional Navy 
commanders, the President said the present times 
demand that countries in the region seek ways to 
“expand and strengthen our partnerships” around the 
seas. “The early years of our civilisations, our peoples 
have looked at the waters that surround us and seen 

nautical highways to cooperation and friendship,” Aquino said. He said the 
Philippines and the rest of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
have always striven to uphold “our individual sovereignty” but at the same time 
fostered a “strong sense of regional solidarity.” “One that favours consensus and 
collaboration instead of discord, aggression and imposition,” he said at the Seventh 
ASEAN Navy Chiefs’ Meeting at a Makati hotel. 

Goals 

It is in conferences like this that all the Southeast Asian countries could make 
progress to “solidify our ties and protect our common seas,” Aquino said. He said the 
goals are: freedom of navigation, the safety of commercial vessels, and the security 
of their civilian passengers. These goals are important in the light of the ASEAN 
Economic Community which the regional group intends to establish by 2015, he 
said. The ASEAN Navy Chiefs Meeting is an annual activity of heads of the naval 
services of Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Burma (Myanmar), Singapore, 
Thailand, Vietnam and the Philippines. 

Bitter dispute 

The Philippines is engaged in a bitter dispute with China over territories in the West 
Philippine Sea, internationally known as the South China Sea. As its military and 
economic might grows, China has been asserting its territorial claims more 
aggressively, which the Philippines has questioned before the United Nations. Three 
island groups are at the centre of dispute, including the Spratlys, a chain of up to 190 
islands, reefs, coral outcrops and banks believed to be sitting atop large deposits of 
oil and natural gas. The South China Sea is being claimed in its entirety by China 
and in parts by ASEAN members the Philippines, Brunei, Vietnam and Malaysia, as 
well as Taiwan. 

http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/kyodo-news-international/130911/us-reaffirms-support-japan-over-senkaku-islets-soverei
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Code of conduct 

ASEAN has been pushing for a code of conduct that would replace the Declaration 
of the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea, a 2002 nonaggression pact that 
has failed to stop clashes in the international waterway. China has argued that the 
time wasn’t ripe yet. The Philippines and the United States have vowed to ensure 
freedom of navigation in the West Philippine Sea. In his speech, the President 
expressed confidence the Navy chiefs’ meeting would lead to sharing of lessons in 
maritime patrols, search and rescue operations, or the interdiction of pirates and 
other security threats. “While the stories of cooperation between our peoples through 
the centuries already fill the pages of our history books, I am hopeful that, together, 
through meetings such as this, we can extend those narratives and write even more 
chapters about how we have worked together to sustain a peaceful and prosperous 
Asean region,” he said. “Perhaps I can leave you with one thought: Communication 
leads to cooperation, which enhances stability for the region leading to prosperity for 
all,” he said. 

Source: Inquirer News, 11 September 

Global Maritime Panel to Review Tanker Detention by Iran 

Accepting India's petition, International maritime 
body IOMOU is likely to form a panel to look into the 
issue of 26-day wrong detention a crude tanker by 
Iran. The vessel MT Desh Shanti, belonging to 
state-owned Shipping Corporation of India (SCI), 
was detained by Iran on August 12 at Bandar 
Abbas Port on grounds of alleged pollution and was 
released on September 6. "We have received an 
appeal from India for review of the detention of its 
ship by Iran, saying it was a wrong detention. We 
are likely to form a Detention Review Committee," 
an IOMOU official told PTI. 

IOMOU is a grouping of 17 nations on the Indian Ocean rim. A provision of the 
Indian Ocean Memorandum of Understanding (IOMOU) states that "the owner or 
operator of a ship will have the right of appeal against detention to higher 
administrative authority or to the court of competent jurisdiction, according to the law 
in each country". The committee to review detention will have members from India 
and Iran and two other nations. It will submit a report on whether Iran has violated 
norms of Port State Control (PSC). In a letter to Iran, India has already made it clear 
that PSC is a legitimate mechanism to be utilised prudently and "any arbitrary 
enforcement of this well-established regime can have serious ramifications ..." 

Sovereign nations have the right to control activities within their own borders, 
including those of the visiting ships. Control of port State, over the foreign flag ships 
in their ports, for verifying compliance with requirements of international conventions 
is called port State control (PSC). PSC, as per provisions, comes into the scene 
when ship owners, ship managers etc. have failed to comply with the requirements 
of the international maritime conventions. India and Iran, along with Australia, Sri 

http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/485167/protect-our-seas-asean-navies-urged


Page 44 of 50 

Lanka and South Africa, are members of IOMOU, one of nine regional port state 
control bodies with its secretariat in Dabolim, Goa, set up at the behest of the 
International Maritime Organisation. 

The vessel with a capacity to carry 1, 40,000 tonnes of crude was detained by 
Iranian Revolutionary Guards Corps in the Persian Gulf while carrying oil from 
Basrah in Iraq to Visakhapatnam, citing environmental and pollution concerns. It was 
released after SCI, India's largest shipping company, submitted a letter of 
undertaking to the Iranian Ports and Maritime Organisation. India has assured Iran 
that it will "proceed against any violators, as per the Indian laws, if the evidence 
forwarded from your end justifiably warrants so." 

Source: The Economic Times, 12 September 

Maritime Security Strategy in Azerbaijan 

Maritime security strategy was approved by decree of Ilham Aliyev, 
the Azerbaijan President. By order of the President the authorities 
responsible for the strategy implementation have also been defined. 
The Cabinet of Ministers will monitor the implementation of the 
strategy regulations. In all, the strategy is targeted at the realisation 

of national interests in Caspian Sea region including: 

- providing the peaceful conditions in the sea and meeting the requirements of 
the sea law; 

- using Azerbaijan sector of the sea in conformity with the state interest; 
- non-admission of country rights discrimination in the sea; 
- settlement of international problems of the Caspian Sea; 
- utilisation of the sea resources for social-economical purposes; 
- establishment of the effective transportation network in the sea and providing 

its security. 

The Strategy is based on the principles and rules of international law, UN Charter, 
sovereignty, territorial integrity, the borders inviolability, bilateral negotiations and 
cooperation between the states. The Strategy suggests that the legal status of the 
Caspian Sea will be defined by the consensus of the Caspian bordering countries. 
The countries of the Caspian region will increase their military potential and this will 
change the balance of forces and armaments in the region. According to the 
Strategy, high-cost oil platforms and pipelines need anti-terrorist protection to be 
provided. The Strategy also points out that the Caspian bordering countries expand 
their navy that can lead to increase of navigation activity and this requires provision 
of full control over Azerbaijan sector of the Caspian Sea. It’s also noted that the 
coastal zone, water area and ports infrastructure also need protection from raiding 
forces activity. 

It’s additionally mentioned in the Strategy that the proposed pipelines and 
infrastructure for transportation of oil and gas from Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan 
also need protection. The Strategy of maritime security will be implemented by Naval 
and Air Forces of the Ministry of Defence, the Coast Guard and aviation of the State 
Border Service, MES, Ministry of National Security, State Maritime Administration, 

http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2013-09-12/news/42011618_1_india-and-iran-revolutionary-guards-corps-indian-ocean-memorandum
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State Caspian Steam Navigation, State Oil Company and other oil companies, State 
Customs Committee, State Migration Service, Ministry of Environment and Natural 
Resources, Baku International Sea Trade Port, MIA. The mentioned state agencies 
are assigned to keep sovereignty and territorial integrity of Azerbaijan, deal with 
terrorism and torpedo attacks threat, provide the military balance of forces, security 
of ports, energy facilities and take other measures. 

Source: ABC.AZ, 12 September 

Indian Navy's Wait for Minesweepers Continues as Govt. is yet to ink the Deal 

At least 24 minesweepers needed; and at one time, Indian Navy had 18 of them. 
Even after completing the contract negotiations with a South Korean shipyard for 
building eight minesweepers for the Indian Navy, bureaucratic red tape and 
procedural wrangle have over the past one year have delayed inking the deal as the 
files are still doing the rounds in the Defence Ministry. 

The process to acquire badly needed minesweepers for the Navy was initiated 13 
years ago and the Government is yet to sign the deal with the South Korean firm 
Kangam which had emerged as the lowest bidder. As a result, Navy’s wait to add to 
its already depleted strength of minesweepers still continues and the already 
negotiated deal, estimated to be worth Rs. 24,000 crores, appears to be in a state of 
limbo. Though the deal with South Korea denotes New Delhi’s “strategic” partnership 
with Seoul, the uncertainty in signing the deal is only adding to the woes of the South 
Korean firm which had emerged as L1 or the lowest bidder in the tendering process 
in April last year, highly placed sources in the Navy said. Kangam had beaten Italian 
firm Intermarine and won the bid. 

According to the deal, first two minesweepers also called Mine Counter Measure 
Vessels (MCMV) will be constructed at Pusan, South Korea and the remaining six 
will be built at the Goa Shipyard through the route of technology transfer. Each of the 
specialised vessels is likely to cost around Rs. 3,000 crore. The Navy needs at least 
24 minesweepers and at one time had 18 of them. Minesweepers are specialised 
warships which are used in clearing the sea mines. These vessels are capable of 
acting as minesweepers and mine hunters. Informed sources said the contract could 
not be signed after Intermarine of Italy, the Kangam’s competitor, approached the 
Central Vigilance Commission (CVC). 

Senior Navy officials say the CVC was informed about the selection process of 
Kangam and it was thought that the matter has been settled. Navy officials say that 
India’s ports face the threat of undersea mines that could be planted, putting 
merchant ships at risk and affecting the trade route that could cripple the country’s 
economy. “The role of Navy during the conflict is to also ensure free flow of trade. If 
harbours are not clear of undersea mines, you can imagine how badly it will hit the 
country’s economy,” a senior official said. MCMVs are needed to provide safe 
passage at exit and entry points to a harbour which is critical to Naval operations. 
Under water mines can be laid easily and these self-contained explosives can pose 
grave threat to warships and merchant vessels. India boasts of 186 ports of which 13 
are major ports. 

http://abc.az/eng/news/main/76023.html
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Minesweepers or the MCMVs use specialised composite material and high grade 
steel and are equipped to detect all kinds of underwater mines. The Indian Navy 
operates 12 minesweepers of the Pondicherry and Karwar class but these vessels 
have become outdated. “If the deal is signed today, Kangam will deliver the first two 
MCMVs by 2017 and it will take another three or four years for the Goa Shipyard to 
build its first minesweeper after getting the technology. After that the shipyard can 
deliver one vessel every year,” sources said. 

Source: The Hindu, 14 September 

China to Promote Maritime Cooperation with ASEAN Countries 

China has proposed a maritime emergency help line among China and ASEAN 
(Association of Southeast Asian Nations) countries during meetings in Suzhou, a city 
in east China's Jiangsu province, according to a Foreign Ministry press release. The 
meetings were the 6th China-ASEAN Senior Officials' Meeting and the 9th Joint 
Working Group Meeting on the Implementation of the Declaration on the Conduct of 
Parties in the South China Sea (DOC). China also proposed a joint maritime search 
and rescue sandbox, according to the press release. Thailand, Indonesia and some 
other countries also raised proposals on maritime cooperation, the press release 
said. All sides had in-depth exchanges of views on full and effective implementation 
of the DOC and strengthening maritime pragmatic cooperation in a friendly and 
candid atmosphere, the press release said. 

China and the ASEAN countries finished drafting the DOC in 2002, outlining the 
most important principles in the management of disputes on the South China Sea. 
As the first political document signed by China and ASEAN countries on the South 
China Sea, the DOC is of great significance for safeguarding peace and stability in 
the area, participants in the meetings agreed. They agreed that full and effective 
implementation of the DOC is in line with all sides' interests and is conducive to the 
China-ASEAN strategic partnership. A working plan for implementing the DOC from 
2013 to 2014 was approved at the meetings. There were consultations on a more 
detailed Code of Conduct in the South China Sea (COC) under the framework of the 
DOC, and agreement to continue to push forward COC development and authorise 
the Joint Working Group to hold concrete consultations. They also agreed to take 
steps to gather a celebrity expert group for the COC development. The Senior 
Officials' Meeting was co-chaired by Chinese Vice Foreign Minister Liu Zhenmin and 
Sihasak Phuangketkeow, permanent secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Thailand. 

Source: Xinhua, 15 September 

 

Goa Shipyard Limited Hands Over New Patrol Vessel to Indian Navy 

Goa shipyard limited delivered the second of the new 105-metre class of naval 
offshore patrol vessel (INS Sunayna) to the Indian Navy. R Adm (retd) Vineet 
Bakhshi, VSM, chairman and managing director, Goa shipyard limited handed the 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/navys-wait-for-minesweepers-continues-as-govt-is-yet-to-ink-the-deal/article5128952.ece?homepage=true
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/china/2013-09/15/c_132722676.htm
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vessel to Cdr Aftab Ahmed Khan, commanding officer designate, "INS SUNAYNA" in 
a simple ceremony in Goa. The vessel is the largest offshore patrol vessel of the 
Indian Navy and the largest constructed by Goa shipyard limited. The vessel will help 
the Indian Navy for undertaking ocean surveillance and surface warfare operations in 
order to prevent infiltration and transgression of maritime sovereignty. This vessel is 
suitable for monitoring sea lines of communication, defence of offshore oil 
installations and other critical offshore national assets. Besides, the vessel can be 
deployed for escorting high value ships and fleet support operations, a Goa shipyard 
press release said. Designed and built by Goa shipyard limited, the warship is the 
culmination of many years of in-house design development and ship build 
techniques. The first of the series of new 105-metre class of NOPV "INS SARYU" 
was earlier handed over to the Indian Navy by Goa shipyard on December 21, 2012 
and a 90-metre OPV "CGS VAIBHAV" was handed to the Indian coast guard on 
March 31, 2013. 

Source: The Times of India, 2 September 

New Shipping Service to Link East, West Coasts Via Kochi 

Connectivity between major ports in the East and West coasts linking ICTT 
Vallarpadam has become a reality with the starting of a coastal container service. 
Shreyas Shipping Service has introduced Pan India Express, a bi-weekly service, by 
deploying a 1700 teu vessel connecting all the major East Coast ports to ICTT. The 
company already has a regular service to ICTT from all West Coast ports. A senior 
port official told Business Line that connectivity to other Indian ports from ICTT was a 
main shortcoming with the emergence of ICTT. This is because the nascent Indian 
coastal container shipping business with a presence of 11 operational vessels do not 
provide sufficient linkage to the ICTT, prompting the Shipping Ministry to extend 
Cabotage waiver to the terminal in December last year, he said. However, this is the 
first time East Coast ports from Kolkatta and West Coast ports to Mundra are 
connected by transhipping at Vallarpadam. With the connectivity established 
between Vallarpadam and other Indian ports, mainliners will now find it viable in 
meeting their transhipment needs from the Indian subcontinent. The new service will 
also enable the trade to move containers by sea at more economical rates than by 
road, reducing congestion and saving on fuel. 

Source: The Hindu, 2 September 

Maritime Industry is growing in Britain 

Britain’s maritime industry is steering a 
course for growth, according to a survey of 
leading figures from shipping, ports and 
related services. Of those surveyed by 
industry body Maritime UK 85% believed 
Britain was globally competitive and 74% 
predicted growth over the next five years. 
The study coincides with the launch of the 
first London International Shipping Week 

which will be attended by ship owners, brokers, insurers and lawyers and port 

http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-09-02/india/41687762_1_goa-shipyard-nopv-patrol-vessel
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/industry-and-economy/logistics/new-shipping-service-to-link-east-west-coasts-via-kochi/article5086191.ece
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operators. Jim Stewart, chairman of Maritime UK, said the industry contributes 
£32billion to the economy each year, supports 537,000 jobs and provides £8.5billion 
in tax receipts to the Treasury. Commenting on the survey findings he added: “It is a 
sign that the industry is determined to carry on being the backbone of the British 
economy.” 

Source: Express, 9 September 

 

Naval Met Analysis Centre Inaugurated 

Giving a major fillip to weather prediction, a vital factor in naval operations’ planning, 
the Indian Naval Meteorological Analysis Centre (INMAC) was inaugurated at the 
Naval Base. Vice-Admiral Pradip Kumar Chatterjee, Deputy Chief of Naval Staff, 
inaugurated the facility in the presence of Vice-Admiral Satish Soni, Commanding-in-
Chief of Southern Naval Command. INMAC will synergise the advantages of 
different methodologies of forecasting -- synoptic, climatology-persistence and 
numerical weather prediction techniques, with advanced satellite data processing 
techniques, to ensure speed and objectivity in forecasts.  

INMAC, on reception of meteorological data from Indian Meteorological Department, 
will disseminate this to meteorological offices of the Navy across the country through 
intranet, after due analysis, plotting and processing. The distribution and 
dissemination of data is facilitated through propriety software provided by Wipro, the 
executor of the project, through Corobor MESSIR systems. The forecasts, for any 
location across the globe would be available to Navy’s operation rooms, platforms 
and aircraft. 

Source: The New Indian Express, 9 September 

Canada Builds Up Arctic Maritime Surveillance 

Canada is going ahead with plans to keep closer tabs on arctic shipping amid 
competing claims on the region, especially those from Russia and northern 
European states. Plans to build and put in orbit a constellation of monitoring 
satellites mean Canada is set to spend millions on a maritime surveillance program 
that will include additional tasks of maintaining control on resource development in 
the arctic region.  

Canada has actively pursued defence and security programs to assert its claim on 
the region after incidents involving Russian navy vessels which Canada considered 
to be too uncomfortable for Canadian defence interests. Diplomatic exchanges on 
arctic naval incidents so far have been couched in political language. In Ottawa, 
however, officials are in no doubt they want to assert Canadian national authority on 
the northern territories before Russia or other European countries attempt another 
challenge. 

http://www.express.co.uk/finance/city/427925/Maritime-industry-is-growing-in-Britain
http://newindianexpress.com/cities/kochi/Naval-met-analysis-centre-inaugurated/2013/09/09/article1774894.ece
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It will be another five years before a Canadian satellite surveillance program focused 
on arctic maritime traffic comes into play. In January Ottawa confirmed it would go 
ahead with Radarsat Constellation Mission which will see the launch of at least three 
satellites by 2018. Before the satellites are launched, however, Canada will need to 
build capacity for receiving and processing vast amounts of information that the 
space-based intelligence-gathering operation will produce. All three satellites will be 
designed to gather radar-imaging data. At present Canada operates a single radar-
imaging satellite, Radarsat-2, which provides maritime surveillance data, Defence 
News reported. "One satellite can give you a spotty picture of what's going on," 
Royal Canadian Air Force Col. Andre Dupuis, the Department of National Defense's 
director of space requirements, said.  

"Three satellites will give us a complete picture every single day of every ship in our 
area of responsibility, all the way out to about 2,000 nautical miles." A $691 million 
program involving domestic satellite construction, launch and maintenance is already 
in place. Improvements to ground stations are also planned but a specific allocation 
for the base installations wasn't discussed. 

MacDonald, Dettwiler and Associates Ltd. of Richmond, B.C. said it was invited to 
build, launch and initially operate the RCM. Canada's Department of National 
Defense is also funding an Automatic Identification System package for installation 
on the Radarsat Constellation Mission. For navigational safety, the International 
Maritime Organisation requires ships larger than 300 tons to carry an AIS beacon, 
which allows other ships or land-based receivers to track a vessel's identity, speed 
and course. The Department of National Defence is funding the AIS sensor design 
and its integration into RCM, currently estimated at $55 million.  

Earlier this month, Magellan Aerospace Corp. announced the award of a $110 
million MDA contract for the RCM satellite bus manufacture. The RCM is comprised 
of three low earth orbit spacecraft, each carrying a C-band Synthetic Aperture Radar 
payload. 

"RCM is one of the largest space projects that have been undertaken by Canada to 
date, and Magellan is proud to be a Tier One subcontractor on the mission," said 
James Butyniec, president and chief executive officer of Magellan Aerospace. 
"Canada is one of the world's first space-faring nations and national programs like 
RCM are critical for keeping our domestic space technology capabilities relevant as 
well as providing benefits for Canadians," Butyniec said.  

RCM is a Canadian Space Agency mission that will provide twenty-four-hour-a-day 
C-Band data to augment and extend the data that RADARSAT-2 users currently rely 
on. The mission will support maritime surveillance -- ship detection, ice monitoring 
and oil spill detection -- disaster management and ecosystem monitoring. The 
primary areas of coverage are Canada and its surrounding arctic, Pacific and Atlantic 
maritime areas. The launch is planned in 2018. Magellan Aerospace will 
manufacture the three spacecraft buses, including the control systems, on-board 
computers, power generation and distribution systems, electronics, wiring, and on-
board communication links with the ground. 

Source: UPI, 11 September 

http://www.upi.com/Business_News/Security-Industry/2013/09/11/Canada-builds-up-arctic-maritime-surveillance/UPI-80031378946278/?spt=hs&or=si
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Russia Plans Year-Round Naval Presence in Arctic 

Russian navy officials said they've established a permanent military presence in the 
Arctic Ocean. The contingent of ships includes a nuclear-powered cruiser, 
amphibious assault ships and a series of support vessels that arrived in the waters 
off the Novossibirsk Islands, between the East Siberia Sea and the Laptev Sea. The 
Russian military also plans to build an air base on the islands eventually. Russia said 
its national interests are in maintaining a year-round presence in the Arctic, a vast 
uninhabited area that under international law belongs to no country. Deputy Defence 
Minister Arkady Bakhin said the Russian Navy is seeking to establish a year-round 
shipping route through the Arctic, which is becoming increasingly accessible to travel 
as sea ice melts. 

Source: UPI, 14 September 

 

http://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2013/09/14/Russia-plans-year-round-naval-presence-in-arctic/UPI-70121379182356/?spt=hs&or=tn

