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Geo-Politics of Global Warming and Emergence of a New Geo-Strategic Centre 
in the Arctic 

-- Keshav Prasad Bhattarai 

It is generally said – we can change 
history, not geography. Nevertheless, 
there are many instances when 
geography has been changed – some 
times by political decisions, sometimes by 
wars, at other times by some great 
engineering feat. Since the last 100 years 
human activities responsible to climate 
change, and the ecological collapse it 
invited have changed geography. 
Indubitably, Climate change is serving as 

a great force for bringing geographical change and a new global strategic 
environment – from droughts, floods, and food shortages to rise of sea level and 
sinking of many coastal areas under sea due to the rising temperatures. The Polar 
Regions and the Himalayas have already signalled how these changes are taking 
place. 

One such great instance of geographical change is exhibited in the Arctic region. 
The single reason of this change is due to the highest level of CO2 concentration in 
the Arctic that is increasing the temperatures in the region more than twice in global 
average. More than in any other regions, climate change in the Arctic is remapping 
the world’s geopolitical order and creating a new strategic environment. In June 
2011, former Indian Foreign Secretary Shyam Saran wrote in an Indian daily that 
developments in the Arctic region would redraw the geopolitical map of the world and 
suggested India and China to place the region on their international agenda. At that 
time, Saran may not have anticipated that within two years of his suggestion, the 
Arctic Council in its meeting in Kiruna – Sweden, in May 2013 would grant observer 
status to his country including China, Italy, Japan, Singapore, and South Korea. 
Earlier in 2010, Germany, France, the Netherlands, Poland, Spain, and the United 
Kingdom had gained that status. Although China had already applied for this status 
in 2009, she was denied that time for diplomatic intricacy among council members. 

The Kiruna decision is a big thing for China to celebrate and it was reflected in 
Chinese media. They have referred the Northern Sea Route as the “Arctic Golden 
Waterway”. Michael Byers, a Canadian scholar in one of his recent article written for 
Al Zazeera has referred Professor Bin Yang of Shanghai Maritime University who 
has estimated that the Northern Sea Route alone could save China a staggering $60 
to $120 billion annually. US Secretary of State John Kerry who had successfully 
mediated the Arctic Council meeting in granting the observer status to six nations 
remarked during the event on May 15 that “What makes this organisation so 
important is that the consequences of our nations’ decisions don’t stop at the 66th 
parallel.” Kerry was reflecting the US National Strategy for the Arctic Region 
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released by President Barrack Obama just five days earlier, who claimed, “The Arctic 
is one of our planet’s last great frontiers.” 

President Obama further elaborating his Arctic policy, had said that the United States 
and its Arctic allies and partners seek to sustain the spirit of trust, cooperation, and 
collaboration, both internationally and domestically for a “peaceful, stable, and free of 
conflict” Arctic region. The region where United States has its 49th state – Alaska 
that is largest in area and that President Obama considers planet’s last great 
frontiers was bought by America in 1867 in mere $7.2 million. When the US 
Secretary of State William H. Seward proposed the purchase of the land with an 
area of some 1.5 million square kilometres with the Russian Emperor Alexander II, 
Seward was criticised in Congress for wasting money for buying an icebox. 
Nevertheless, the icebox Seward bought has not only become one of the great 
strategic assets of the United States, but has given it control over a huge source of 
oil, natural gas, and minerals in the region as well. Besides, the rise in temperatures 
and the ice melt in the Arctic sea will open a new shipping route for the global trade 
that in years will be changing the geo-political scenario of the world. Understandably, 
Shyam Saran’s remark is based on this great strategic change in the Arctic. 

China’s Three Ocean Strategies and the Arctic 

China is a continental country with a unique geography that can control the lives of 
millions of people in South and South East Asia through the rivers flowing from the 
world’s largest fresh water reservoir in the Tibetan plateau. It has a long coastal line 
that joins it with Pacific Ocean mainly through South China Sea and East China Sea, 
but with many choke points. Its main outlet to the high seas – Malacca straits, 
remains under the surveillance of Singapore and mighty maritime powers like United 
States and India. In case of war, United States or India can impose naval blockade 
to China and starve it from its fuel supply. It is matter to note that more than 90% of 
China’s cargo in route to Asia and Europe including 80% of China’s energy supplies 
pass through the Malacca Straits that is 1,000 km long, but only 2.4 km wide at its 
narrowest point. Naturally, this is a major strategic weakness of China. 

If such a situation arises, Chinese economy may suffer fatal blow, and that may 
deprive it the political stability that the world’s second largest economy urgently 
needs. American and Indian Navies also have influential presence in Gulf of Aden 
and Straits of Hormuz- the lifeline for the smooth flow of Chinese merchandise with 
destinations to all over the world and fuel and minerals supply to China. No part of 
Chinese territory is joined with Indian Ocean – the most significant high sea for the 
global trade. Therefore, China has invested millions of dollar in developing Gwadar 
port facility for Pakistan in Arabian Sea to find a secured sea-lane to Indian Ocean. 
To the dismay and concern of both Washington and New Delhi, Pakistan in February 
this year decided to transfer the strategic Gwadar port from the Port of Singapore 
Authority to the state owned -China Overseas Ports Holding Company Limited. 
Obviously, the port’s strategic location that would connect China to the Arabian Sea 
and Strait of Hormuz- a gateway for a third of the world’s traded oil, overland through 
an expanded Karakoram Highway would serve the significant strategic supply to 
both China and Pakistan. Furthermore, it would cut short thousands of kilometres 
distance of the oil and gas imports from Africa and the Middle East to China. 
However, Gwadar could also serve as a major naval base for China that it critically 
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needs to assert its say and status in waters heavily dominated by United States and 
India. 

In their comprehensive study – James R. Holmes and Toshi Yoshihara have said 
that the simultaneous rise of two home-grown maritime powers: China and India and 
their aspirations for great power status and significantly their quest for energy 
security have remodelled the global strategic order. This has compelled them to 
redirect their gaze from land to the seas of each other influences. Evidentially, the 
nature of their relations has also portended some worrisome trends and these trends 
are finding space in their maritime strategies in the international waters stretching 
from Persian Gulf to the South China Sea. Renowned Geopolitical analyst Robert D. 
Kaplan in his book Monsoon – The Indian Ocean and Future of American Power, 
says, “For some time now the strategic heart of the maritime world has not been the 
North Atlantic but the western Pacific and the Greater Indian Ocean region”. 

Therefore, to make its strong presence in the “Greater Indian Ocean Region” and 
ensure its vital maritime interest, in addition to Gwadar, in its bid to cope with the 
challenges arising from “Malacca Dilemma”, China, is supposed to finance a canal 
across the Isthumas of Kra in Thailand. The canal will provide another link between 
Indian and Pacific Oceans. According to Kaplan, this is another great engineering 
project on the scale of Panama Canal slated to cost some $ 20 billion. Apparently, 
Thai leaders are keen to build this canal and to the astonishment of China, Japan 
and other eastern countries, have shown their interests in favour of Kra Canal that 
would shorten their passage to some 2400 kilometres. Besides, lending strong 
strategic move to ensure its safe passage to Indian and Pacific Ocean, China has 
extended its critical focus towards the Arctic to ensure the safety of its long term 
national interest based on safe sea passage to its global trade and commerce. 

Clashing Geo-Strategic Interests and the Arctic 

Generally, when we think about North and South Pole, we come to think that they 
have similar geographical characteristics. In reality, it is quite interesting to know that 
they are quite different. In Antarctica, there is only water in ice form, but the Arctic is 
a sea surrounded by land owned by five countries: United States, Russia, Canada, 
Norway, and Denmark. Countries of three continents – with the large land territories 
and the adjacent waters they claim, have made the Arctic a major geo-political 
theatre and in years to come will continue to gather more strategic significance due 
to the rise in the temperature and ice melt. Including the five countries, encircling the 
Arctic Ocean – Sweden, Finland, and Iceland that have territories located in the 
Arctic Circle at 66 degree north of the latitude, has made up of the eight members 
Arctic Council. 

In 1996, the eight countries that have territories in the Arctic region , the United 
States, Russia, Canada, Norway, Finland, Sweden, Iceland and Denmark – through 
Greenland formed the Arctic Council. About the size of the African continent – Arctic, 
according to a US study – has some 22% of the world’s undiscovered conventional 
oil and natural gas resources. Because of increasing temperatures and shrinking ice 
level, only in 2007 more than 1.6 million square kilometres of ice melted. That left the 
region with only half the ice that it had in 1950. In 2008, the North West sea route 
was free of ice and so was open for shipping for two weeks. In years around 2013-
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2014, it is predicted that the Arctic will have ice-free summer. This way, the Arctic 
Ocean covered by thick sheet of ice all the year round, is having ice only in winter. 
During summer, it almost remains ice-free. 

According to Paul Arthur Berkman (The New York Times, March 12, 2013), climate 
change has put the high north into a major international agenda. The Arctic countries 
have begun to deploy of thousands of their armed personnel, built new armed forces 
to be positioned there and have ordered for combat aircrafts to fly over their sky in 
the Arctic. They have claimed and offered bids for the exploitation of huge natural 
resources available in the high and deep seas of the region even beyond their 
national jurisdictions. Arthur Berkman has further quoted NATO’s top military 
commander, Adm. James G. Stavridis of the United States Navy, who warned in 
2010 that if the world’s leaders failed to ensure Arctic peace, we would turn Arctic 
into a “zone of competition, or worse, a zone of conflict”. 

Giving reference to AK Antony – the Indian Defence Minister, Suvi Dogra – a leading 
columnist of Indian Express and a research officer in the prestigious UK based think 
tank – International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS), has stated that China’s 
ability to navigate the Northern Sea Route would have implications for Indian 
strategy in dealing with a Chinese attack. According to Dogra, Indian military strategy 
has so far been based on the assumption that if China threatens aggression across 
the Himalayas, India could block Malacca Straits and starve China of its energy 
supplies. In its counter strategy, China has made serious attempts to secure oil by 
land-based pipelines through Central Asia and Pakistan. As mentioned earlier 
Pakistan’s Gwadar port facility in Arabian Sea, has become a great strategic asset 
for China to respond this kind of threat perception. Naturally, for a country like China 
– the largest manufacturing and trading country, which also has to feed world’s 
largest population and to offer them a descent life condition similar to the developed 
countries within next few decades, needs not only safe oil supplies, but minerals and 
other natural resources as well. It is a known fact that China’s economic 
development is highly dependent on international shipping and foreign trades that 
contributes nearly 50% to its GDP. Fortunately, for China, the Arctic can provide it a 
safe passage through its sea route and the region can make a smooth supply of 
resources that China critically needs in abundances. 

No One Can Stand Alone in the Arctic 

In September 2010, then Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin has rightly 
remarked, “It is well known that, if you stand alone, you cannot survive in the Arctic. 
It is very important to maintain the Arctic as region of peace and co-operation.” Yes 
in the Arctic, no one can stand alone, but the modality of the working together among 
Arctic states has been a tricky strategic issue for them. Manage to explore, develop 
and use huge amount of resources and the working procedure for the collective as 
well, as individual country in dealing with the ever resource hungry giant economic 
and military power like China, has further complicated the relations between and 
among Arctic countries. In years to come it will continue to raise more concerns. 

However, the Northern Sea Route would open up the new possibilities and dream 
opportunities for China in securing safe passage to its giant oil container ships. This 
will help China ease its heavy dependence upon Indian Ocean for its fuel supplies 
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and overcome its strategic vulnerabilities. The Northern Sea Route is lucrative for 
China for safety and distance. For example this would shorten the distance between 
Shanghai in China to Rotterdam in Netherlands by almost 1600 kilometres than via 
to Suez. Similarly distance between the Japanese port of Yokohama and Hamburg 
in Germany has been cut by 40%. The northernmost Norwegian town of Kirkenes – 
commonly known as gateway of East but farther away from Asia than any other 
European port, has suddenly come a lot closer. 

Michael Byers, a Canadian scholar in one of his recent article written for Al Zazeera 
states that during the summer, the Northern Sea Route enables a 10,000-km 
shortcut to Europe, while the Northwest Passage through Canada’s Arctic islands 
offers a 7,000-km shortcut to the Atlantic seaboard of the US. With time, a third route 
may well become available “over the top” across the central Arctic Ocean. In an in-
depth study made for a renowned Stockholm based international peace research 
institute -SIPRI, Linda Jacobson, an expert on Arctic and Chinese issues, has stated 
that the prospect of the Arctic being navigable during summer months as a result of 
climate change has impelled the Chinese Government to allocate more resources to 
research in the High North. 

Jacobson has further added that China is aware of its size and economic power that 
may evoke jitters among Arctic countries, but at the same time, as a major world 
power, it is striving to claim its place in the Arctic and it chose smaller Arctic Council 
members to plead its case. China has everything it needs to invest in the Arctic 
region – money, skilled human resources and will power to work under severe 
climatic conditions. It can offer benefits to all- from the country as big as Russia to a 
tiny Iceland, they need China to develop and buy their resources. Besides, China 
has invented a charming diplomatic offensive against the Arctic countries and local 
government of Greenland – a resource rich territory that is controlled by Denmark. 
With China’s well-crafted diplomatic adventure in the region, Arctic has gained new 
geo-economic and political significance. 

North Sea Route A Secured Shipping Route to China and Lucrative for Russia 

Moreover, China intends to assert its say in almost all international forums that exists 
in present day world and wants to convey the message that as a major global power, 
it cannot be ignored or undermined in any region. However, Climate Change is 
creating a new geo-political centre in the Arctic and helping to remap a new global 
power balance implying the Arctic countries and other major military and economic 
powerhouses of the world – United States, China, India, Japan and South Korea. A 
Huffington Post news story published on last month reported that in 2010 when the 
ice reached at lowest extent only four ships passed through the new route but in 
2012, it was 46. Although the traffic in the northern route seems negligible compared 
with traditional routes like the Panama Canal and the Suez, Huffington Post 
concludes that the future for the Arctic looks promising. In coming years, traffics in 
Northern Sea Route will continue to surge, as it stands as the shortest shipping route 
joining Asia Europe and the North America. Similarly, the volume of goods 
transported along the Northern Sea Route was just 1.26 million tons last year, but by 
the 2020 according to Norwegian Ship owners’ Association, it will reach 50 million 
tons. 
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Russia will be greatly benefitted by the new opportunities created by global warming. 
Its major port city of Vladivostok located near the border of China and North Korea 
will soon become a port hub and will become the gateway to northern shipping route 
for East Asia. Michael Byers has further written that Chinese state-owned companies 
have already invested tens of billions of dollars in Canada’s northern tar sands. 
Likewise, three years ago, the Chinese government lent a Russian company $25 
billion to build an oil pipeline from Siberia to China, which now carries 300,000 
barrels per day.  

The good thing about the Arctic is that there are no big issues remaining among 
them. They have demonstrated their willingness to find amicable solutions to some 
minor territorial or other issues in governing the off shore oil and gas reserves that 
have remained with them. However, only future will say how the Arctic countries will 
develop their capability in managing the potential conflicting situations between and 
among them when the Arctic will be free of ice and the sea traffic will continue to 
grow. 

According to Malte Humpert -the founder and Executive Director of The Arctic 
Institute, the North Sea shipping route joining Europe and Asia offers significant cost 
savings for shipping companies. Humpert further elaborates that the distance 
savings along the North Sea Route (NSR) can be as high as 50% compared to the 
currently used shipping lanes via Suez or Panama. Whereas a voyage from Japan to 
Europe takes roughly 29 days via the Cape of Good Hope and 22 days via the Suez 
Canal, it takes just 10 days via the Arctic Ocean. 

The distance between Yokohama in Japan to Rotterdam in the Netherlands is 
roughly 20,000 kilometres while passing through the Suez Canal, but it is less than 
9,000 kilometres via the NSR. Russia’s growth prospects is closely tied to its Arctic 
natural resource development which in turn depends on the ability to deliver these 
resources to the global markets, e.g. via pipelines or the NSR. Therefore, Russia is 
seeking to address the ever growing Asian oil and gas demands with its huge oil and 
gas deposits in the Arctic and eastern Siberia. Hence, Russia has a strong interest in 
developing the NSR into a commercially viable shipping route and ensures access to 
one of the fastest growing consumer market for its resources: China and greater 
Southeast Asia. 

When it is agreed that no one can stand alone in the Arctic, all the Arctic countries 
and outside major powers need most significantly is a proper legal framework 
binding to all and make them stand together. A common strategic blueprint to exploit, 
use, and trade the huge resource reserved in the Arctic, is equally necessary. They 
have resources in abundances there, there are countries to exploit and buy them, 
there are smart companies to ship them to their proper destinations, but without a 
law to define all their needs and all their relevant activities, however promising it may 
be, the Arctic trade regime may not reward them who deserve it urgently. 

(Keshav Prasad Bhattarai is the former President of Nepal Teachers’ Association, Teachers’ 
Union of Nepal and General Secretary of SAARC Teachers’ Federation.) 

Source: Eurasia Review, 16 July 

http://www.eurasiareview.com/16072013-geo-politics-of-global-warming-and-emergence-of-a-new-geo-strategic-center-in-the-arctic-analysis/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+eurasiareview%2FVsnE+%28Eurasia+Review%29
http://www.eurasiareview.com/16072013-geo-politics-of-global-warming-and-emergence-of-a-new-geo-strategic-center-in-the-arctic-analysis/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+eurasiareview%2FVsnE+%28Eurasia+Review%29
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Harmony is the Theme of China's Ocean Strategy 

-- Edited and Translated by Zhang Qian, People's Daily Online 

According to the law of the United Nations' marine convention and China's own 
consistent position, China has jurisdiction over almost 3 million square kilometres of 
sea, including inland waters, territorial sea, contiguous zone and the exclusive 
economic zone, and a share of rights and interests on the outer continental shelf. But 
compared with many other world maritime powers, this figure is very small. National 
ocean territorial areas claimed by the United States and Australia extend to almost 
10 million square kilometres, while countries such as Japan, Canada, and the UK 
claim more than 4 million square kilometres. In view of its huge population base, 
China's sovereignty over its surrounding seas is far from vast. 

China’s sovereignty over its surrounding waters is therefore relatively unfavourable 
for a state bearing a heavy burden of development, part of whose mission is to 
become a marine power. China must therefore adopt a global perspective on its 
marine development strategy, using the world's oceans as a platform and acting to 
expand international public marine territory and cooperate with other coastal states, 
while striving to stabilize its own marine territory and strengthen overall management 
of marine space beyond considerations of its own sovereign rights and interests. 
International public marine territory includes the high seas and other defined areas. 
'High seas' refer to the exclusive economic zone, territorial sea, inland waters and 
waters beyond the islands waters of archipelagic states. ‘Other areas’ refers to the 
exclusive economic zone or the bottom of the ocean beyond the continental shelf of 
a coastal state. This often contains rich resources, and is the common property of all 
mankind. 

In contrast to public media opinion and strategic and policy planning, which usually 
focus on the coastal waters of China, especially any disputed areas, the scope and 
implications of China's maritime practice is much broader. In fact, China's maritime 
activities spread across all the seas and oceans around the world. China's ocean 
strategy must not be limited to the ocean space under its jurisdiction. Based on the 
international convention, there are opportunities for economic globalisation and 
many others, replacing advanced warships with science and technology, developing 
the economy, making diplomacy the core management principle. Changing times 
require that the rest of the world stop viewing China’s sea policy as through a glass, 
darkly, and cease from applying its old colonial standards, if it is to grasp the 
opportunities offered by the Chinese maritime revival and maintain good relations 
with China. Neither China nor the rest of the world should focus excessively on 
China’s private territory of 3 million square kilometres, nor on China's growth as a 
maritime power. Instead we should focus on the comprehensive nature of China's 
marine ideals of science, technology, economic activity, and diplomacy. Only if we 
ourselves broaden our horizons and take the widest possible perspective can China 
turn into a genuine maritime power, and the world will gain a better understanding of 
this new 'marine upstart'. 

(Read the Chinese version:中国海洋战略主打“和”“合”牌 望海楼 ; source: People’s Daily Overseas Edition, author: Hu Bo.) 

Source: People Daily, 17 July 

http://paper.people.com.cn/rmrbhwb/html/2013-07/16/content_1268988.htm
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/90883/8330630.html
http://paper.people.com.cn/rmrbhwb/html/2013-07/16/content_1268988.htm
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/90883/8330630.html
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Chernobyl at Sea? Russia Building Floating Nuclear Power Plants 

-- John CK Daly 

So much for the lessons of Fukushima! 
Never mind oil spills, the Russian 
Federation are preparing an energy initiative 
that, if it has problems, will inject nuclear 
material into the maritime environment. 
Speaking to reporters at the 6th 
International Naval Show in St. Petersburg, 
Baltiskii Zavod shipyard general director 
Aleksandr Voznesenskii said that the 
Russian Federation’s first floating nuclear 
power plant “should be operational by 

2016.” Baltiysky Zavod is Russia’s biggest shipbuilding complex. According to 
Voznesenskii, the “Academician Lomonosov” FNPP will be the first vessel belonging 
to the new line of floating nuclear power plants that can provide energy, heat and 
water to remote and arid areas of the country, with mass production scheduled for 
the near future. 

The “Academician Lomonosov’s” technology is based on the USSR’s construction of 
nuclear-powered icebreakers. The Russian media is speculating that the FNPPS will 
first be used in remote areas of the north-eastern Arctic Russia and the Far East, as 
these regions currently suffer from a lack of energy, slowing their development. Each 
21,000 ton vessel will have two “modified KLT-40 naval propulsion reactors” that will 
provide up to 70 megawatts of electricity or 300 megawatts of heat, sufficient for a 
city with a population of 200,000 people. Additionally, the floating NPPs can provide 
water desalination services capable of supplying up to 240,000 cubic meters of fresh 
water per day. 

Perhaps referring to Soviet-era nuclear icebreakers is not such a hot idea, at least 
for those with historical memories. Launched in 1957, the Lenin, the USSR’s first 
nuclear powered icebreaker, was powered by three OK-150 reactors. In February 
1965, there was a loss of coolant incident, and some of the fuel elements melted or 
deformed inside reactor number two. The debris was removed and stored for two 
years, and subsequently dumped in Tsivolki Bay near Novaia Zemlia two years later. 
The second accident was a cooling system leak, which occurred in 1967, shortly 
after refuelling. Not a reassuring development for the Soviet Arctic environment. 

“Academician Lomonosov’s” keel was laid in April 2007 at the Sevmash shipyard in 
Severodvinsk on the White Sea, but the project was subsequently transferred to the 
Baltiskii Zavod. The “Academician Lomonosov’s” 21,500 ton hull was subsequently 
launched in 2010, although construction work was frozen in mid-2011because of 
bankruptcy proceedings against the shipyard. The company was subsequently 
acquired by state-owned United Shipbuilding Corporation and Rosenergoatom 
signed a new contract with the Baltiskii Zavod for the “Academician Lomonosov’s” 
completion. The “Academician Lomonosov” has 69 crew and specialists. Ominously, 
the “Academician Lomonosov” has no engines, so it needs to be towed. The vessel 
is equipped with two modified KLT-40 reactors. But, not to worry! 
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The Baltiskii Zavod shipyard stressed that The “Academician Lomonosov” and its 
successors are all designed with a safety margin exceeding all possible threats 
which makes its nuclear reactors invulnerable to tsunamis and other natural 
disasters and the ships meet all the requirements of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) and do not pose a threat to the environment. The factory further 
states that 15 nations, including China, Indonesia, Malaysia, Algeria, Namibia and 
Argentina have already expressed interest in buying floating nuclear power plant. 

The “Academician Lomonosov” will be sent to Vilyuchinsk, Kamchatka for 
operational testing. Rosatom then aims to construct seven more FNPPs by 2015, 
with four of them likely to be located on the northern coast of Siberia’s Yakutia. Other 
Arctic areas provisionally scheduled to receive FNPPs include port cities along the 
Russian Federation’s arctic coastal Northern Sea Route and Pevek in Chukotka. An 
added benefit of the FNPP as envisaged in Moscow is that the provision of nuclear 
power to the Arctic and Far East will free up more oil and natural gas for foreign 
export, allowing the Russian federation to generate additional hard currency. Tow 
cables snap, Arctic conditions can be unpredictable, ships sink. As the ocean is the 
common heritage of humanity, perhaps the international community might evince a 
tad more interest in this project. 

Source: Eurasia Review, 17 July 

Philippine Group Plans Global Anti-China Protests 

-- Zachary Keck 

A new coalition of Philippine groups 
announced their intention to hold anti-China 
protests across the world on July 24. The West 
Philippine Sea (South China Sea) coalition 
said that it will convene protests over the 
South China Sea dispute on July 24 in various 
cities around the world, including Manila, 
various cities in the US, London, Rome, 
Sydney, Copenhagen, and Israel, among 
others, local media outlets reported, citing a 

press conference the coalition held. The protests will be held outside Chinese 
embassies and consulate buildings, the group said. 

The West Philippine Sea coalition is comprised of numerous former Philippine 
officials, led by former Interior Secretary Rafael Alunan III and including former 
National Security Adviser Rolio Golez. Local media described the coalition as 
consisting of “former government officials, youth leaders, netizens and even Filipino-
Americans,” while others noted that musicians and artists would also be participating 
in the rallies. Golez told reporters that, “This protest rally is only going to be the start 
of something that we intend to become bigger, not only in the Philippines but 
worldwide, in order to tell the world what is happening in our backyard – the bullying 
that's being done by our big neighbour.” Meanwhile, Alunan said that July 24 was a 
“global day of protests.” He added: “We protest the belligerent and blatant disregard 

http://www.eurasiareview.com/17072013-chernobyl-at-sea-russia-building-floating-nuclear-power-plants-analysis/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+eurasiareview%2FVsnE+%28Eurasia+Review%29
http://www.eurasiareview.com/17072013-chernobyl-at-sea-russia-building-floating-nuclear-power-plants-analysis/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+eurasiareview%2FVsnE+%28Eurasia+Review%29
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of international laws in the West Philippine Sea. We ask China to respect the rule of 
law and be a good neighbour.” 

Vonz Santos, head of the NGO US Pinoys for Good Governance, said his group was 
leading the effort in North America, where it is planning protests in Washington DC, 
Los Angeles, San Francisco, Chicago, Houston, Denver, and Atlanta. The US Pinoys 
for Good Governance has previously organised protests in US cities over the South 
China Sea issue, which have been attended by hundreds of people. The main site of 
the protests in the Philippines will be outside the Chinese Consulate in Makati City in 
metro Manila. Local newspapers said crowds of up to 5,000 people were expected to 
attend. A similar protest outside the Chinese Consulate in May 2012 only drew about 
200 protestors, way below the expected number of attendees. 

Protests over sovereignty issues are common in much of the region, including 
Vietnam, which like the Philippines is often at odds with China over overlapping 
claims of sovereignty in the South China Sea. China itself has witnessed numerous 
anti-Japan protests, most recently last year after Japan moved to nationalise the 
Diaoyu/Senkaku Islands. China and the Philippines have been at odds over 
overlapping claims in the South China Sea for years, which has led to prolonged 
standoffs on a number of occasions. Last year a standoff over the Scarborough 
Shoal saw China effectively seize control of the area through conducting frequent 
patrols. The Philippines have sought to counter this move by bolstering its own 
defences while strengthening ties to key allies like the United States and Japan. 

Last month the Philippines announced it was considering giving Washington and 
Tokyo increased access to a naval base in Subic Bay to both Washington and 
Tokyo. The agreement currently being negotiated between the US and the 
Philippines is far more expansive than public announcements let on. The Philippines 
has also appealed to international tribunals to help mediate its dispute with China. 
The Philippines announced that a five-member tribunal under the UN Convention on 
the Law of the Sea had convened to hear Filipino complaints against China. The 
Philippines had asked China to join it in seeking international adjudication for their 
dispute, but Beijing demurred. 

(Zachary Keck is assistant editor of The Diplomat.) 

Source: The Diplomat, 18 July 

China's Maritime Stance Shifts with Tides 

-- Robert Sutter and Chin-Hao Huang 

China's tough stance on maritime territorial disputes, evident in the 2012 
confrontations with the Philippines in the South China Sea and with Japan in the 
East China Sea, has endured through China's leadership transition and now marks 
an important shift in China's foreign policy with serious implications for China's 
neighbours and concerned powers including the United States.  

China's success in advancing its claims against the Philippines and in challenging 
Japan's control of disputed islands head the list of reasons why the new Chinese 

http://thediplomat.com/asean-beat/2013/07/18/philippine-group-plans-global-anti-china-protests/
http://thediplomat.com/asean-beat/2013/07/18/philippine-group-plans-global-anti-china-protests/
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policy is likely to continue and perhaps intensify over the next year. Few 
governments are prepared to resist. Over the longer term, a wide range of existing 
and potential adverse circumstances at home and abroad could prompt Chinese 
leaders to see the wisdom in shifting policy again, perhaps moderating their 
approach to these neighbours.  

China's foreign policy shift  

China says its foreign policy is consistent but experience shows repeated shifts and 
changes, with serious consequences. Mao Zedong was notorious for changing 
foreign policy for the sake of revolutionary and other goals; Deng Xiaoping shifted 
repeatedly as he sought China's advantage in the prevailing US-Soviet-Chinese 
triangular dynamic.  

Post-Cold War Chinese leaders advanced conventional relations in neighbouring 
Asia but negative reactions to Chinese military assertiveness over Taiwan and the 
South China Sea in 1995 prompted an emphasis on reassurance in the form of a 
New Security Concept. The United States and its allies were still targeted but Beijing 
eventually felt compelled to shift again at the turn of the century to an approach of 
peaceful rise, later called peaceful development, which endeavoured to reassure 
America and its allies as well as the Asian neighbours.  

The focus on peace, development, and cooperation was welcomed and continues as 
the main emphasis in Chinese foreign policy; but it has been accompanied in recent 
years by repeated use of coercion and intimidation well beyond internationally 
accepted norms in support of Chinese broad maritime claims in the South China Sea 
and the East China Sea. In short, the principles and praxis of Chinese foreign and 
security policy have evolved and continue to change, reflecting a mix of domestic 
priorities, challenges and considerations, as well as treatment and acceptance by 
neighbours and others abroad.  

2012 saw this toughness established as a pillar of Chinese policy to the region. In 
the case of the Philippines, Chinese actions involved diplomatic threats, economic 
sanctions unbound by international norms, and massing coast guard forces 
intimidating Philippine security forces and fishermen. Top Chinese leaders grossly 
manipulated ASEAN leadership and undermined its unity to insure China had its way 
on the South China Sea.  

In the case of Japan, China fostered mass demonstrations in over 100 Chinese cities 
leading to violence and destruction against a foreign country's property and interests 
not seen since the worst days of the Cultural Revolution. There were economic 
sanctions unbridled by world rules and deployments of coast guard and other forces 
directly challenging Japanese counterparts for control of disputed islands. Rather 
than looking at China's own actions causing frictions with neighbours, authoritative 
Chinese commentary blamed the neighbours along with alleged US efforts to incite 
the Philippines, Japan, and other Asian governments to contest Chinese claims.  

Chinese commentaries laid out the implications clearly. Those neighbours and other 
concerned powers that accept Chinese claims are promised a peaceful relationship 
of "win-win" cooperation. Those that don't, which include US allies, the Philippines 
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and Japan, are subjected to heavy coercion and threats, thus far short of direct use 
of military force. US interventions against bullying were attacked strongly. To the 
satisfaction of Chinese commentators, they have become less frequent over the past 
year.  

Outlook 

China was successful in using coercion and intimidation in advancing control over 
some contested territory in the South China Sea. It also established a pattern of 
employing force short of military means and other pressure to more actively assert 
claims and dispute Japanese control over East China Sea islands. The Philippines 
continued to complain loudly and Japan resisted firmly. But most concerned 
governments came to recognise that China's "win-win" formula emphasising 
cooperation over common ground was premised on the foreign government 
eschewing actions acutely sensitive to China over Taiwan, Tibet, and Xinjiang, and 
that the scope of Chinese acute sensitivity had now been broadened to include the 
maritime disputes along China's rim.  

The Southeast Asian countries have had limited success in negotiating with China. 
ASEAN focused on the protracted process of getting China to agree to a code of 
conduct in the South China Sea, and the prospects for a fully negotiated legally 
binding agreement will test the resolve and unity of ASEAN member states, as well 
as China's commitment to regional stability; until now, China has seemed satisfied 
with its ability to manage the process along lines acceptable to its own narrow 
interests. US policy focused on calming tensions while concurrently deepening 
security and other cooperation with allies and friends under the rubric of the Obama 
government's "rebalance" in the Asia-Pacific region. US leaders also endeavoured to 
persuade China to moderate its behaviour during enhanced high-level China-US 
exchanges. None of the above seems likely to prompt China to change its current 
hard line on the territorial disputes.  

Against this background, China's neighbours and concerned powers like the United 
States will need to calibrate more carefully their actions related to disputed maritime 
territories. Unfortunately, the parameters of China's acute concerns regarding 
maritime claims remain unclear. Thus, the various Southeast Asian claimants that 
continue to carry out activities in South China Sea areas subject to broad Chinese 
claims will face continued uncertainty over which actions might prove sensitive 
enough to provoke Chinese coercion and intimidation. Meanwhile, the drivers of 
China's new toughness on maritime disputes include rising patriotic and nationalist 
sentiment in Chinese elite and public opinion and the growing capabilities in Chinese 
military, coast guard, fishery, and oil exploration forces. The latter are sure to grow in 
the coming years, foreshadowing greater Chinese willingness to use coercion in 
seeking advances in nearby seas. Nationalist sentiment remains a volatile and 
potentially very disruptive force, as seen in the mass Chinese demonstrations 
against Japan in 2012.  

While a forecast of varied regional acquiescence to China's new toughness on 
maritime claims seems most likely, circumstances in China and abroad could cause 
the Xi Jinping leadership to shift again and perhaps moderate its approach. Japan is 
a formidable power; its leadership seems poised to win July 2013 elections and 
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remain at the helm for several years. The US-Japan security alliance is strong and 
getting stronger. Against this background, Tokyo seems prepared to counter and 
fend off Chinese probes and intimidation as it readies the country for a longer term 
struggle with China. A prolonged Chinese standoff with Japan would come on top of 
protracted crises on the Korean peninsula caused by China's erratic North Korean 
ally.  

In Southeast Asia, a broad coalition of claimant and non-claimant states persist in 
efforts to establish a code of conduct for the contested waters that would curb 
Chinese assertiveness. In effect, the eastern rim of China - from Korea to Indonesia, 
by far the most important area in contemporary Chinese foreign policy - is tense and 
unstable. Managing the active tensions in three neighbouring areas (Korea, East 
China Sea and South China) is sure to preoccupy still untested Chinese leaders who 
stress China's need to focus on numerous domestic problems involving corruption, 
economic slowdown, social instability and environmental degradation.  

When confronted with an array of problems, Mao Zedong and Deng Xiaoping 
prioritised. They determined and focused on the "main" problem, and endeavoured 
to play down or ease tensions in other areas so as to manage the effort against the 
primary target more effectively. Xi Jinping now faces three big foreign policy 
problems, along with a host of domestic issues. Unfortunately, Xi does not have the 
power of Mao or Deng to decide to play down some foreign policy disputes in order 
to focus on a top priority issue. Thus, his policy may drift along established lines, 
until negative consequences of continued tensions and preoccupations along 
China's sensitive rim mandate a new shift, possibly toward a more nuanced and 
moderate approach that is more convergent with regional institutions and 
expectations.  

(Robert Sutter is Professor of Practice of International Affairs at the Elliott School of 
International Affairs, George Washington University, Washington DC. Chin-Hao Huang is a 
PhD candidate and Russell Endowed Fellow in political science at the University of Southern 
California.) 

Source: Asia Times, 19 July 

A Revealing Map of How the World Views China vs. the US 

-- Max Fisher 

A new Pew survey of people in 39 
countries from around the world finds that 
people tend to have a more favourable 
view of the United States than they do of 
China, but with wide variations across 
regions and countries. It’s a compelling 
dataset, a sign of shifting global attitudes 
toward two of the world’s most powerful 
countries and a glimpse into the complex 
world of public opinion toward China and 
the United States. 

http://www.atimes.com/atimes/China/CHIN-01-190713.html
http://www.atimes.com/atimes/China/CHIN-01-190713.html
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The Post’s William Wan wrote up some of the major takeaways from the broad 
study. Above, I’ve plotted out the results from one of the more interesting datasets: 
favourability. Pew asked people in all 39 countries if they had a favourable or 
unfavourable view of the United States and of China. (Respondents could call both 
countries favourable or both unfavourable; it’s not mutually exclusive.) Countries 
where people are more likely to view the United States favourably are marked in 
blue, and the deeper the blue the more they’re skewed toward the United States. 
Light blue means that US favourability exceeded China favourability by 6 to 20%, 
medium blue means a 21 to 35% gap, and dark blue represents countries where the 
US favourability rating exceeds China’s by more than 35%. Countries where people 
are more likely to view China favourably are marked in shades of red, along the 
same scale. Respondents in purple countries were about equally likely to view the 
United States and China favourably. 

Before we dive in, a few caveats on the data. “Favourability” is a vague metric. While 
individual respondents will presumably apply the favourable/unfavourable judgment 
equally to the United States and China, perceptions of what constitutes favourability 
could change from person to person, country to country and region to region. Also, 
while this visualisation indicates the discrepancy between US and China favourability 
ratings, it does not tell you the raw numbers. For example, both Turkey and Nigeria 
are shaded light red to indicate a slight preference for China, but it would be a 
mistake to call their views similar: Nigerians actually expressed high favourability 
ratings for both the United States and China, while Turks expressed very low ratings 
for both. Still, the numbers are a nice way to get at comparative views at a time when 
that increasingly matters. 

Here are a few insights from the data: 

America most popular with Europeans, Africans, Asian allies 

Who knows whether alliances breed pro-American attitudes or the other way around 
— it’s probably both — but the United States remains much more popular with its 
many allies from Europe to Asia. The most strongly US-leaning country, according to 
the data, is Japan, followed by, in this order: Italy, Israel, the Philippines and South 
Korea. All five are military allies. The fact that America is popular with its allies 
seems like a no-brainer, but the flip side of that is important: China doesn’t enjoy the 
same benefit with its allies because it doesn’t really have any close, long-term allies 
aside from North Korea. That appears to hurt it in global popular opinion, which can’t 
be good for its foreign policy. 

China does best (or America does worst) in Muslim countries 

Most of the countries that report a higher favourability for China are Muslim-majority. 
This appears to be due in part to low approval for the United States, particularly in 
the Arab Middle East. In some cases, it’s also about positive views toward China, 
which scores a remarkably high 81% favourability in both Malaysia and Pakistan. But 
in others, such as Turkey and Jordan, China scores poorly, just not as poorly as the 
United States. Broadly, these numbers seem driven less by a love of China than a 
dislike of America, something for US policymakers to keep in mind. 
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The most interesting case here is Southeast Asia 

It’s easy to exaggerate any competition for global influence between the United 
States and China; Beijing simply doesn’t see itself as a world leader or power in the 
same way that Washington does. But the diplomatic chess match is more real in 
Southeast Asia, an increasingly important and resource-rich region that has some 
historical cause for scepticism of both Chinese and American meddling. If I were in 
charge of long-term foreign policy planning for either China or the United States, this 
is the region where I’d see the most important implications from the Pew study, both 
because of its importance and because it seems so unusually uncommitted. 

In diplomatic terms, China has largely failed to establish greater influence here, often 
over-playing its hand in a way that Southeast Asian neighbours see as bullying or 
threatening and a cause for greater reliance on US protection. So it’s interesting to 
see that this is and is not reflected in the Pew data. The Philippines, a close US 
military ally and its only former colony, appears as pro-American as ever. But not 
Malaysia, which, despite an on-going territorial dispute with China, reports a sky-high 
81% favourability rating for China. 

China also appears to have a strong following in Indonesia, which has the world’s 
largest Muslim population but is also reportedly proud of its role in President 
Obama’s childhood. Indonesians generally like both the United States and China, at 
61 and 70% favourability, respectively, but China’s lead may be a cause for some 
concern in the State Department. The number that most jumped out at me is actually 
Australia. A US military ally and fellow member of the Anglo sphere, it nonetheless 
reports a pretty good 66% favourability for the United States and similarly positive 
58% for China. This actually makes sense: China is Australia’s largest trading 
partner, a relationship that’s only getting more important as Chinese demand for 
Australian resources rises. 

Prime Minister Kevin Rudd is a famous Sinophile: He speaks Chinese, advocates for 
a closer political and economic relationship with China and has even written policy 
articles arguing that the United States and China should cooperate more in Asia. 
This doesn’t mean that Australia is about to abandon the West to bandwagon with 
China. But it does seem to signal that, should relations between China and the 
United States deteriorate, Australia will not necessarily want to pick sides if that 
means alienating Beijing. 

Africa loves both, with a slight preference for the US 

We already knew that President Obama enjoys extremely high approval ratings in 
sub-Saharan Africa, but it turns out that so do the United States and China. Pew’s 
aggregate data show the United States with a 77% approval rating in surveyed sub-
Saharan countries and China with 72%. The United States leads everywhere except 
Nigeria, which leans slightly for China (perhaps because of the unpopularity of 
Western oil companies there), and is comparatively strongest in South Africa. 

China has been increasingly investing in Africa, sending large numbers of Chinese 
workers and factory bosses and lots of money for development and resource 
projects. Africans have expressed positive views of these projects, but they 
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sometimes lead to backlashes, as in Zambia, where a recent presidential election 
was seen in part as a repudiation of Chinese investment. 

Echoes of the Cold War, but not a new one, in Latin America 

As Edward Snowden has reminded us, views toward the United States are 
complicated in Latin America, where American influence is still seen in some 
countries as a continuation of Cold War-era meddling. That trend is borne out in 
these data as well; the United States is viewed quite positively in some countries and 
less so in others, particularly those where Cold War American misdeeds are still raw. 
Negative views are not nearly as pronounced here as they are in the Middle East — 
more than 50% approve of the United States in all but Argentina — but it’s not 
Europe, either. Still, it would be a mistake to see this as a continuation of the Cold 
War battle for influence; there’s no indication that China is courting opinion or 
attempting to shape politics with even a small fraction of the energy of the Soviet 
Union. It is possible that China could be seen as a sort of alternative to the United 
States, as appears to be the case in Pakistan; Latin American views of China tend to 
go up as views of the United States go down. 

(Max Fisher is the Post's foreign affairs blogger. Before joining the Post, he edited 
international coverage for TheAtlantic.com.) 

Source: The Washington Post, 22 July 

Katchatheevu: Political Opportunism to the Fore 

-- Prof. V. Suryanarayan 

Thirty nine years have elapsed since the signing of the India-Sri Lanka Maritime 
Boundary Agreement, 1974, which delimited the maritime boundary in the Palk Bay. 
As a consequence of delimitation the island of Katchatheevu was gifted to Sri Lanka. 
The tiny island was a part of the Zamindari of the Raja of Ramnad. When Zamindari 
was abolished after independence the island became a part of the Madras 
Presidency. The ownership claim was disputed by the Government of Ceylon; 
Colombo maintained that the island was a part of Ceylon since the days of 
Portuguese domination. 

New Delhi, under the stewardship of Jawaharlal Nehru and Indira Gandhi, was very 
keen to maintain good relations with its southern neighbour. The two leaders did not 
want ownership claims to Katchatheevu to become a source of discord. In that 
process they were willing to ignore the strong feelings of the people of Tamil Nadu, 
irrespective of political affiliation. The decision to cede the island to Sri Lanka was 
governed by political considerations. It was a typical case of personal equation 
between the two Prime Ministers playing the role of diplomacy. In order to avoid a 
constitutional amendment New Delhi chose to ignore the historical claims and 
adopted the stance that the island was a disputed territory.  What is more, though 
the principle of median line was adhered to in the delimitation of the maritime 
boundary, a deviation was made when it came to Katchatheevu so that the island 
could fall on the Sri Lankan side. Karunanidhi was the Chief Minister and the DMK 
opposed the agreement both within the Parliament as well as in the Tamil Nadu 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/worldviews/wp/2013/07/22/a-revealing-map-of-how-the-world-views-china-vs-the-u-s/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/worldviews/wp/2013/07/22/a-revealing-map-of-how-the-world-views-china-vs-the-u-s/
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Legislative Assembly. The Tamil Nadu Government, however, did not succeed in 
convincing New Delhi about the justness of the ownership claims; such a stance was 
also   essential to protect India’s territorial integrity and safeguarding the traditional 
fishing rights of Indian fishermen in the Palk Bay.   

For strange reasons Karunanidhi did not resort to judicial remedy to uphold the just 
claims. He should have challenged the ceding of the island to Sri Lanka on the 
following grounds. It was Indian Territory and there was irrefutable evidence to prove 
the ownership claims.  Second ceding Indian Territory to a neighbouring country 
requires constitutional amendment.  It should be pointed out recourse to judicial 
remedy was successfully pursued by BC Roy, Chief Minister of West Bengal, when 
Jawaharlal Nehru wanted to transfer Beru Bari to Pakistan.  Karunanidhi could also 
have insisted that the ownership claims over the island be referred to the Supreme 
Court for its opinion. It may be recalled that legal luminaries like MC Setalvad were 
of view that the island belonged to India. 

While working on my book, Conflict over Fisheries in the Palk Bay Region, I had the 
opportunity to interview S. Madhavan, the Law Minister in the Karunanidhi 
Government. On the specific question why Karunaidhi did not resort to judicial 
remedy, there was no convincing answer. The answer could be found only if one 
keeps in mind then volatile political situation in Tamil Nadu. Karunanidhi was hoping 
to get the critical support of Indira Gandhi in his efforts to consolidate power, which 
had come under increasing challenge from the AIADMK and its charismatic leader 
MG Ramachandran.  If the Government of Tamil Nadu had at that time resorted to 
judicial remedy or had insisted that the matter should be referred to the Supreme 
Court for its opinion, it is likely that India-Sri Lanka relations might have taken a 
different course.  Karunanidhi’s present opportunist stance can be understood only if 
one keeps in mind his desperate attempts to win back Tamil support which suffered 
serious damage during the Fourth Eelam War when he preferred to be a part of the 
Central Government in New Delhi than upholding the rights of the Sri Lankan Tamils 
who had become cannon fodder in the senseless conflict between the Sinhalese 
Lions and the Tamil Tigers. 

The same opportunism is visible in Jayalalitha’s approach to the thorny issue. It may 
be recalled that while unfurling the national flag from the ramparts of Fort St. George 
on August 15, 1991 Jayalalitha, then Chief Minister, called upon the people of the 
State to take a pledge to retrieve the island. She said her Government was willing to 
argue the case with the Centre and “if necessary “even prepared to fight for the 
issue. But it was only after 17 years that she filed the case in the Supreme Court. 
Much water has flowed through the Palk Bay since the signing of the maritime 
boundary agreement in 1974.  The root cause of the present travails of fishermen in 
the Palk Bay is due to regular poaching by Tamil Nadu fishermen, who go deep into 
Sri Lankan waters, resort to excessive trawling, deprive the Sri Lankan Tamil 
fishermen of their livelihood and bring about untold damage to marine ecology. Both 
Karunanidhi and Jayalalitha are maintaining Sphinx like silence on this subject. 

(Dr. V. Suryanarayan is former Senior Professor, Centre for South and Southeast Asian 

Studies, University of Madras.) 

Source: South Asia Analysis Group, 22 July 

http://www.southasiaanalysis.org/node/1322
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Russia’s Military Response to the Asia Pivot: Flexing Small Muscles 

-- Roger N. McDermott 

On July 12, during a meeting between President Vladimir Putin and Defence Minister 
Army-General Sergei Shoigu, Russia’s commander-in-chief ordered a “surprise 
inspection” of combat forces in the country’s Far East. In the early hours of July 13, 
according to the defence ministry website, a “snap military exercise” commenced, 
described as the largest military exercise in post-Soviet history (www.mil.ru, July 13). 
The scale of the exercise, the units involved, proximity to China and Japan, media 
coverage, and numerous other features marked out this exercise as unique, though 
there are grounds to question its status as a “snap inspection.” In February 2013, 
Putin ordered the first of these “snap inspections” in order to regularly test combat 
readiness within individual Military Districts (MDs). And since then, such inspections 
have involved around 7,000–9,000 troops. The concept is to prepare an 
unannounced inspection of military units, with orders from the General Staff provided 
to brigade headquarters without advanced warning. The pattern to date has been to 
bring units involved in such inspections to a level of combat readiness, have them 
respond to an alert, and then move to a designated assembly point. The latest 
exercise staged in East MD with supporting units deployed from Central MD differed 
in both scale and the actual reported use of exercise scenarios (RIA Novosti, July 
14). 

According to the Russian defence ministry, at 0100 hours on July 13, the 
commander of East MD, Admiral Konstantin Sidenko, opened a secret file from the 
General Staff containing tasking for his forces. An official defence ministry report 
described the scale of the exercise: “A total of more than 80,000 troops, some 1,000 
tanks and armoured fighting vehicles, 130 aircraft and helicopters from the Long-
Range, Military-Transport, Fighter, Bomber and Army Aviation, as well as 70 
combatant and auxiliary ships of the Russian Navy, are involved in the combat 
readiness check,” adding that the it was scheduled to end on July 20 (www.mil.ru, 
July 13). Rossiya 24 provided regular hourly updates, and by 0800 on the same day 
reported that all units in East MD had reached “combat readiness state 1” (Rossiya 
24, July 13). 

By July 16, however, the defence ministry press service reported that up to 160,000 
troops were involved in the exercise, as the media focus shifted to the arrival of 
President Putin at an observation tower on Sakhalin to witness one of the exercise 
scenarios. Putin was accompanied by Shoigu and the Chief of the General Staff 
Army-General Valeriy Gerasimov. The scale of the exercise extended to all 
combined formations in East MD, some drawn from Central MD, Long-Range and 
Military Transport Aviation and naval units. The inspection was officially aimed at 
assessing the competence of personnel, technical readiness, equipment levels and 
the strategic mobility of units deploying over distances of up to 3,000 kilometres. The 
defence ministry later issued a revised statement on its scale: “The total strength of 
the troops that are involved in the combat readiness inspection is more than 160,000 
servicemen” (www.mil.ru, July 16). 

Gerasimov reported to Shoigu during a teleconference on July 13 “full combat 
readiness” was achieved in the following units: “The 5th, 29th, 35th and 36th Armies 
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of the East MD, the Pacific Fleet, the 3rd Air Force and Air Defence Command, the 
formations subordinated to the MD, the 18th Machine Gun and Artillery Division 
(stationed in the Southern Kuriles), the 39th Motorised Rifle Brigade (MRB), the 83rd 
Airborne Assault Brigade, the 3rd Logistical Support Brigade, the Military Transport 
Aviation air bases and the 1st Mobile Nuclear, Biological and Chemical Defence 
Brigade.” The 64th MRB deployed to Uspenovskiy military range on Sakhalin Island 
by rail, sea and air, to check its combat readiness. The 5th Tank Brigade and 75th 
Command and Control Brigade of the 36th Army redeployed some of their forces by 
rail and under their own power to Tsugol military range (Interfax, July 13). Gerasimov 
made no reference to units from other power ministries. 

One clear “test” during the exercises related to strategic mobility. Much media 
attention was devoted to the use of Military Transport Aviation, but the number of 
flights involved as well as sorties to return forces to base suggests that troop 
movements depended heavily upon rail infrastructure. Using transport aviation to 
move troops and equipment was marred by a lack of coordination between the East 
MD HQ and the administration of civilian airfields; delays over payments resulted in 
the departure of transport aircraft being held up for as much as ten hours (Channel 
One TV, July 13). The combat support system was tested, issuing 142 tons of 
munitions and 24 tons of fuel, setting up 20 field mass refuelling facilities. 
Significantly, outsourcing companies, responsible for service to troops in peacetime, 
were replaced by the combined-arms brigades logistics support subunits and by MD 
logistics support brigades operating in field conditions (www.mil.ru, July 17). The 
exercise scenarios focused on combined-arms operations in the Russian Far East, 
environmental disaster relief and on rehearsing a defence of the Kurile Islands 
against a joint attack by the United States and Japan. On July 17, Long Range 
aviation carried out four sorties along Russia’s borders, while the defence ministry 
noted this included “internal territories of the Sea of Japan and the Sea of Okhotsk, 
neutral waters of the Pacific Ocean north of the Japanese islands.” Three Tu-95MS 
bombers conducted flights to test air defence systems in East MD’s 3rd Air Force 
and Air Defence Command around Sakhalin and the Sea of Japan. These air assets 
are adapted for surveillance missions (Interfax July 13–17; RIA Novosti, July 17). 

Nevertheless, the scale of the exercise, preparation of the logistical and 
transportation support, cancellation of leave for military personnel and the testing of 
strategic mobility all indicate that considerable planning went into this exercise; it is 
unlikely that was in fact a real “snap inspection.” It was politically calculated to show 
Russia’s neighbours in the Asia-Pacific that Moscow has the political will to defend 
far flung territory during a crisis. Equally, it sends a signal to Washington that 
Moscow cannot be ignored in its Asia pivot. This may also serve to allow the General 
Staff to calculate the timescale in terms of escalation of a crisis in the region 
reaching nuclear first use. But the sheer scale of the exercise suggests that reform 
has given way to something much easier: a show for the political military elite and a 
media campaign to mask underlying military weaknesses. 

(Roger N. McDermott has specialised in Russian and Central Asian defence and security 
studies.) 

Source: Eurasia Review, 25 July 
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CNOOC, BP Sign Production Sharing Contract in South China Sea 

China National Offshore Oil Corp, known as CNOOC Group signed a production-
sharing contract or PSC with BP PLC (BP.LN) to develop a deep-water block in the 
South China Sea. The block, known as 54/11, is about 4,500 square kilometres in 
size and is as much as 1,300 meters deep. The block is located in the western part 
of the Pearl River Mouth Basin. Financial terms of the contract weren't available. 
Foreign companies can only participate in exploration and production in China using 
PSCs, which are won through negotiation or invitations to bid. The foreign 
companies aren't allowed to own more than 49% of the projects. BP already has 
minority stakes in two deep-water blocks in the South China Sea, both of which are 
in the exploration phase. In December, BP said it would sell its minority stake in the 
Yacheng gas field in the South China Sea to Kuwait Petroleum Exploration Co. for 
$308 million. BP operated the field between 1996 and 2004 before handing it off to 
CNOOC. BP said the sale was part of its "on-going portfolio optimisation."  

CNOOC, China's primary offshore oil and gas producer, has been trying to improve 
its deep-water expertise and technology by inviting foreign partners to jointly develop 
deep-water blocks in the South China Sea. Each year, it makes offshore blocks 
available for joint development with foreign companies. The Chinese company also 
has been trying to develop its own deep-water abilities. Last year, CNOOC began 
operating its first deep-water drilling rig capable of operating at a depth of 3,000 
meters. With China's oil and gas output slowing since 2011 due to maturing fields, 
CNOOC needs to develop remote deep-sea areas to help meet the country's heavy 
energy demand. China in December approved CNOOC's plan with Canadian Energy 
firm Husky Energy Inc. for the country's first deep-water natural gas field, Liwan 3-1, 
set to begin commercial production later this year. CNOOC owns 51% of Liwan 3-1 
and the Toronto-listed Husky Energy owns 49%. 

Source: The Wall Street Journal, 16 July 

Turkish Cargo Ship with 24 Indians Feared Hijacked 

A Turkish cargo ship with 24 Indians aboard is 
suspected to have been hijacked by pirates near Port 
Gentil off the coast of Gabon in central Africa. The 
panicked family of MT Cotton's captain said the Turkish 
owners had lost all contact with the ship. Captain Sishir 
Wahi is from Alipore in south Kolkata. "Around 12.30pm, 
we called up the company officials who said the ship 
was suspected to have been hijacked by pirates," 
Wahi's daughter Richa told. At least five others from 
West Bengal are among the Indian crew on MT Cotton. 
The company that hired the crew said the Turkish 

owners informed all communication had been lost with the ship. "We are trying our 
best to get the details of 24 Indian crew. The Turkish owners told us they are in 

http://online.wsj.com/article/BT-CO-20130716-700985.html?mod=wsj_share_twitter
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touch with the authorities in Gabon and doing their best to free the crew," Captain 
Vaivab Dalvi, crew director of the hiring company, told HT over phone from Mumbai. 

Officials suspect the hijackers may be locals, not Somalis. It was not immediately 
known if a ransom demand had been made. Captain Wahi left home in Kolkata on 
July 5 to join the ship's crew. "He took charge as captain on July 12. That night he 
emailed us and said there was some technical problem and he will not be able to 
email us. Since then we have had no contact with him," Richa, a freelance 
educationist, said. Captain Wahi lives in Alipore with his daughter, wife Preeti and 
82-year-old mother Shama. His son Siddharth works in London. Siddharth is trying to 
communicate with the Turkish owners of the ship to get more information. The family 
is also trying to get in touch with external affairs ministry. "We just want everyone 
including my father to come home safely. My grandmother and mother are unwell 
ever since she heard the news. We are devastated and do not know what to do," 
Richa added. Pirates have repeatedly targeted cargo vessels near African coasts, 
especially Somalia, over the years. In March 2011, the Indian Navy captured 61 
Somali pirates after intercepting them in the Arabian Sea. 

Source: Hindustan Times, 16 July 

US to Get Wider Access to South China Sea for Military Warships and Aircraft 

The US has expanded negotiations with 
Manila and is seeking to build facilities and 
storage sites in the Philippines, as well as 
gain greater access to bases for its aircraft 
and warships. Bases the US is considering 
are all facing the South China Sea. Talks 
for greater US military presence in the 
South China Sea comes as the territorial 
dispute between China and the Philippines 

is heating up. Since February, the Philippine military has complained that Chinese 
navy and government vessels have increased their presence in the disputed area. 
Ambassador Jose Cuisia told reporters that the Philippines plans to provide the US 
with greater access to its bases on a temporary and rotational basis, which would 
bolster its defence. Although Manila will not provide permanent basing rights to the 
US, it would allow the US to have a wider presence in the South China Sea. The 
1998 Visiting Forces agreement allows US forces to maintain a rotational presence 
in the Philippines, but Washington is now looking to expand upon that and fund its 
own facilities. 

“We need to expand (the 1998 pact) further because we may have to build some 
additional facilities,” Cuisia said during a press conference in Manila.  Such facilities 
would be funded for “joint use” and would allow the US to store its military equipment 
and supplies in the Philippines. Cuisia claims that such facilities would allow the 
country to be prepared for potential humanitarian aid and disaster relief efforts. 
“Then whenever it’s needed it’s so much easier to use that equipment because it’s 
already there,” Cuisia said. Facilities and military bases that the US wants to use for 
its aircraft and warships are facing the South China Sea, which would allow 
Washington to operate its warships and aircraft near the disputed territory. 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/India-news/Kolkata/Turkish-cargo-ship-with-24-Indians-feared-hijacked-off-Gabon-central-Africa/Article1-1093395.aspx
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The Philippine military last month told 
Reuters that it plans to restore air and 
naval bases at Subic Bay, which is a 
former US Navy facility that would provide 
the US with a strategic location in the 
region. Military and diplomatic sources this 
month told Reuters that all of the military 
facilities that the US is requesting greater 
access to are facing China. The US has 
already used Subic Bay for ship visits, and 
US defence contractor Huntington Ingalls 

Industries last year set up an operation to service US Navy ships. James Hardly, 
Asia-Pacific editor for HIS Jane’s Defence Weekly, told the New York Times that this 
might be an indication that the US will keep its warships and aircraft in the 
Philippines in the long run. “Certainly the build-up in Subic by companies that expect 
to support the US military suggests and expectation that this is going to be a semi-
permanent presence,” he said. 

Carl Baker, program director of the Pacific Forum of the Centre for Strategic and 
International Studies, told Voice of America that talks of a base-sharing plan is 
another indicator that the US may be creating a permanent presence in the 
Philippines. “I think that’s sort of the model that they’re following,” he said. “So they 
can put people on these bases on a more permanent basis without calling it 
‘permanent basing.” News of the expanded US presence in the Philippines may 
ignite further anger in Chinese officials as tensions between the two Asian nations 
remain high. In late 2012, the US announced that it would increase its number of 
troops, aircraft and ships that rotate through the Philippines – a statement that 
angered Chinese officials and prompted Chinese media to describe the Philippines 
as troublemakers seeking conflict. At the time, Chinese Communist Party Chief Xi 
Jinping urged his military to prepare for a struggle. The Philippines is currently 
locked in a dispute with China over claims in the South China Sea, in particular the 
resource-rich Scarborough Shoal and Second Thomas Shoal. Cuisia told reporters 
that informal talks between Manila and Washington have reached the ministerial 
level, and that both sides are hoping to strike a deal before President Benigno 
Aquino steps down in 2016. 

Source: RT, 16 July 

Boeing Maritime Jet Gains Favour in Australia, Paring Drone Need 

Australia plans to buy more Boeing Co. (BA:US) P-8 Poseidon maritime patrol jets 
than initially projected to replace planes dating from the 1970s, reducing its 
requirement for drones built by Northrop Grumman Corp. (NOC:US) Funding for the 
purchase will be sought next year, with talks under way about the exact mix of P-8s 
and MQ-4C Triton unmanned aircraft, the head of the Royal Australian Air Force, Air 
Marshal Geoff Brown, said in an interview in London. Australia currently uses 18 
Lockheed Martin Corp. (LMT:US) AP-3C Orions upgraded a decade ago to hunt 
submarines, monitor ship traffic and aid in rescue missions, with some planes also 
deployed in combat operations in Iraq and Afghanistan. While it had planned to 
acquire eight aircraft and seven drones, the number of P-8s could now reach into 

http://rt.com/usa/philippines-usa-china-sea-176/#.UeWsoYBrYfA.twitter
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double figures, Brown said. “We are making an argument that a larger number of P-
8s would be better,” he said. “I am not looking for more dollars; I am just looking at 
where we spend the money.” 

While the P-8 -- a Boeing 737 airliner modified to carry gear that can detect 
submerged submarines, drop torpedoes and fire weapons -- is more capable than 
the AP-3C, wider global demands mean a substantial fleet is required, Brown said. 
The shift in thinking toward P-8s, currently operated by the US Navy and Indian air 
force, doesn’t mean drones such as the Triton, a version of the US Air Force’s 
Global Hawk that’s also used by the US Navy -- are out of favour, he said. “I’m still a 
great supporter of unmanned air systems,” Brown said, adding that the Triton, while 
lacking weapons, would be able to monitor far greater areas than an aircraft. 

JSF ‘Confidence’ 

Brown said he also expects the RAAF to examine requirements for smaller drones 
once operations in Afghanistan cease, to be purchased outright or under a fee-for-
service arrangement. Australia deploys Israel Aerospace Industries Ltd. Heron 
unmanned aircraft in that role and may replace them with larger Heron-TPs, also 
built by the Tel Aviv Company, or Reaper drones from San Diego-based General 
Atomics Aeronautical Systems Inc. Among other impending orders is one for 
Lockheed Martin’s F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, of which Australia has bought 14 of 72 it 
plans to take with the aim of reaching operational status by 2020, two years before 
Boeing Co. F/A-18 Hornets are retired. The country has acquired 24 newer F/A-
18E/F Super Hornets as gap filler, while planning to add 12 EA-18G Growlers -- a 
version of the same aircraft used for electronic warfare. 

Additional Super Hornet purchases are unlikely given “increasing confidence” in the 
F-35 schedule, Brown said. The initial JSFs will establish three combat squadrons 
and a training unit, and Australia retains a long-term objective of fielding 100 of the 
planes, with an order decision likely after 2020 when the Super Hornets will need 
retiring or upgrading. Brown said that while he’s a backer of the F-35, he’s frustrated 
by delays in arming the plane with an anti-ship weapon, regarded as central to 
Australian requirements. “A maritime strike missile is an important weapon for us,” 
he said. “If there was any part of the program I have been disappointed with it has 
been the slowness to address the maritime strike weapon.” 

Source: Bloomberg, 17 July 

Fully Automated Maritime Surveillance System Developed for EU 

Europe's territorial waters are difficult, 
dangerous and expensive to monitor and 
patrol. An innovative fully automated and 
autonomous system can help keep a 
watchful eye on the EU’s coastlines for 
suspicious activity at a fraction of the cost. 
Protecting Europe's extensive coastlines is 
a challenging, risky and costly endeavour, 
relying heavily, as it does, on patrol boats 
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and surveillance flights. The latest in electronic surveillance technology can help 
develop a reliable, continuous system for monitoring EU coasts. Funded by the 
Seventh Framework Programme (FP7), the ''Autonomous maritime surveillance 
system'' (AMASS) project has designed a reliable, round-the-clock maritime 
monitoring solution. This includes a flotation platform, optronics, hydrophones, 
communications, power management and image exploitation, as well as command 
and control. 

The system depends on a line of buoys – each equipped with the latest visual and 
acoustic sensors – located offshore to amass comprehensive data on movement and 
activities in Europe's territorial waters. When AMASS detects a suspicious vessel, it 
relays images directly to a control centre on shore, enabling coastguards and other 
services to take swift and appropriate action. Among the project's innovations is a 
thermal imaging camera. This uses very little energy, is lightweight, has long life 
expectancy, possesses a built-in image stabiliser and can withstand the harsh 
conditions at sea. The buoys are also equipped with state-of-the-art passive 
stabilisers. Once adopted, the AMASS system will enable maritime border agencies 
to monitor their territorial waters for suspicious small vessels, such as those used by 
traffickers and smugglers, at a fraction of the current cost and risk. 

Source: Science World Report, 17 July 

Vietnam Slams China’s East Sea Aggression 

Vietnam has strongly condemned the actions 
of a Chinese ship that chased and illegally 
boarded and stole belongings of two 
Vietnamese fishing vessels on July 7. The 
incident took place in Vietnamese waters off 
the Hoang Sa (Paracel) Archipelago. “These 
acts have violated Vietnam’s sovereignty 
over Hoang Sa Archipelago and Vietnam’s 
sovereign rights as well as its jurisdiction 
over the East Sea,” Vietnam’s Foreign 

Ministry spokesperson Luong Thanh Nghi said in a statement on July 17. “It runs 
counter to the spirit of humane treatment of fishermen, the stipulations of 
international law and the spirit of the agreement on basic principles guiding the 
settlement of marine issues between Vietnam and China, as well as the Declaration 
on the Conduct of Parties in the East Sea (DOC),” he said. 

Local media reported that the Chinese ship chased after the two Vietnamese fishing 
boats of Quang Ngai fishermen which were fishing in their regular grounds in 
Vietnamese waters. The Chinese crew went on to board and search the Vietnamese 
boats, cause some damage and take away some property. Nghi said a 
representative of the Vietnamese Ministry of Foreign Affairs has met Chinese 
Embassy officials in Hanoi and handed a diplomatic note protesting the act. Vietnam 
has demanded that China launch an investigation and strictly deal with the 
wrongdoings, compensate the Vietnamese fishermen, and prevent the recurrence of 
similar incidents in the future. During a visit to China last month of Vietnamese 
President Truong Tan Sang, the two sides agreed to establish a hotline to resolve 
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fishing incidents in the contested waters of the East Sea, internationally known as 
the South China Sea.  

“The latest fisheries incidents are an early test of both sides' abilities to sustain and 
implement the Vietnam-China joint communiqué signed in June, particularly the 
agreement to set up a hotline to defuse incidents involving fishing vessels around the 
Paracels,” said Euan Graham, a maritime analyst with Singapore’s Nanyang 
Technological University. Both Vietnam and the Philippines have complained about 
Chinese activity and even harassment in contested parts of the East Sea which 
covers important shipping routes and is thought to hold untapped oil and gas 
reserves. China's claim is by far the largest, forming a vast U-shape over most of the 
sea's 648,000 square miles (1.7 million square km), including Vietnam’s Truong Sa 
(Spratly) and Paracel archipelagos, a move emphatically rejected by international 
experts. 

Source: Thanhnien News, 18 July 

Japan Survey Ships Prepare For Deployment, Tension with China Rises 

Japan has ordered geological survey ships 
to prepare for possible deployment to the 
East China Sea after it detected Chinese 
drilling near the disputed maritime border, a 
source with direct knowledge of the order 
told. A plan by Chinese state-run oil firms to 
dramatically expand gas drilling in the 
disputed East China Sea, which threatens 
to further damage ties between Asia's two 
biggest economies. In a possible sign of 

brinkmanship, Japanese survey ships, if deployed, would operate "right up to the 
median line", which is the disputed maritime boundary with China, said the senior 
Japanese source that declined to be identified due to the sensitivity of the issue. 

Tension over the East China Sea has escalated this year, with China and Japan 
scrambling fighter jets and ordering patrol ships to shadow each other, raising fear 
that a miscalculation could lead to a broader clash. The Japan Oil, Gas and Metals 
National Corporation (JOGMEC) has been ordered to put both its survey ships on 
standby and to prepare to deploy without any foreign members of staff on board, 
said the source. A spokesman at JOGMEC referred inquiries to the government 
when asked about the possible deployment. The Ministry of Economy, Trade and 
Industry, which gave the order, according to the source, also declined to comment. 
The ministry would normally be in charge of such deployments. 

Japan again warned China not to expand gas exploration in the disputed area. China 
had slowed exploration in the East China Sea but is now rapidly expanding its hunt 
for gas, a cheaper and cleaner energy to coal and oil imports. "If the Chinese side is 
to proceed unilaterally with development in the area over which there are conflicting 
claims, Japan would never accept it," Japanese Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide 
Suga told a regular news conference. Japan seemed to be taken by surprise at the 
news that Chinese oil firms would soon ask Beijing to approve seven new gas fields 
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in the East China Sea under a $5 billion expansion plan. "We are going to closely 
watch the Chinese side's reaction to the concerns expressed by our side through 
diplomatic channels and we will think about our next step," said a spokeswoman in 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe's office when asked about any possible deployment. 
JOGMEC has two survey ships, the Shigen and the Hakurei. The Shigen is off the 
coast of Hokkaido in northern Japan and would take about a week to reach the East 
China Sea, said the source. The Hakurei is in Okinawa, not far from the disputed 
zone. 

'DANGEROUS POLITICS' 

Two of China's top newspapers accused Abe of dangerous politics that could 
threaten regional security. The People's Liberation Army Daily said Abe was trying to 
play the "China threat", to win votes in upper house of parliament elections, Japan's 
southern island of Ishigaki, near islets claimed by both China and Japan. Rival 
territorial claims between China and Japan over the uninhabited islets and resource-
rich waters in the East China Sea, and between China and other neighbours in the 
South China Sea, are among Asia's biggest security risks. During the visit to Ishigaki 
Island, Abe repeated Japan's stand that the nearby disputed Senkaku islands, called 
the Diaoyu by China, are inherent Japanese territory, adding that he has no intention 
of conceding even one step.  

"This kind of 'drinking poison to slake ones thirst' not only threatens regional stability, 
it gives encouragement to Japan's 'turn to the right'," the Chinese newspaper said. 

Abe wants to revise Japan's constitution, drafted by the United States after World 
War Two, to formalise the country's right to have a military. Critics say his plan could 
return Japan to a conservative, authoritarian past. The People's Liberation Army 
Daily said Abe could not have chosen a worse time to visit Ishigaki, 160 km (100 
miles) from the uninhabited islets the two nations contest. 

"You cannot criticise a national leader for visiting his country's own territory but in a 
situation where the dispute over the Diaoyu Islands is continuing and the situation is 
complex and sensitive, Abe's actions are doubtless extremely dangerous and 
irresponsible," the paper, the official publication of China's military, said in a 
commentary. 

The ruling Communist Party's official People's Daily warned that China would never 
allow itself to be trampled on again, a reference to China's bitter memories of 
Japan's invasion and occupation of the country, before and during World War Two. 
In a commentary published under the pen name "Zhong Sheng", or "voice of China", 
the newspaper said Abe was looking for excuses to re-arm Japan and that the 
dispute with China was a convenient way of pushing that goal.  

"The aim is to create tension and provoke incidents, to push Japan's military 
development," it said. Three Chinese surveillance vessels sailed into what Japan 
considers its territorial waters near the isles on what Beijing said was a routine 
patrol. The Japan Coast Guard said the ships later left its territorial waters. 

Source: Reuters, 18 July 
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Srinivas Kanugo Appointed as Assistant Chief of Naval Staff 

He assumes office as the first Flag Officer in the newly created post. As the air arm 
of the Indian Navy increases its capabilities and size with the induction of new 
platforms such as MiG29K and Boeing P8I, it has appointed, for the first time, a 
senior officer as Assistant Chief of Naval Staff. Rear Admiral Srinivas Kanugo has 
assumed office as the first Flag Officer in the newly created post of Assistant Chief of 
Naval Staff (Air Material) at the Integrated Headquarters of the Navy here. The post 
has been created as the single point of responsibility for all matters related to 
aviation technical management of the Indian Navy.  

The ACNS (AM) will be responsible for planning and coordination of new induction of 
air equipment and systems, repair and overhaul of all existing aircraft, aero engines 
and associated equipment and systems as well as provisioning of air stores, an 
official release said here. Rear Admiral Srinivas Kanugo is an electrical engineer 
who has held numerous challenging appointments in ships and air establishments 
during his 32 years of commissioned service in the Navy. He was awarded Vishisht 
Seva Medal (VSM) in 2013 for his outstanding contribution to the Navy. 

Source: The Hindu, 19 July 

Indian Navy Initiates Security Awareness Drive 

The Indian Navy has launched a coastal security awareness drive in the coastal 
villages of Goa to sensitise fishermen and the local community. Under the campaign 
Navy officials' team are giving tips and creating awareness among locals to avoid 
terrorism from sea. The officials are conducting the drive with the help of the 
fisheries department and the block development officer. The drive is held in one or 
two selected villages in a month.  

A Navy team held a meeting at Paliem village panchayat, where the sarpanch, 
panch members and villagers were addressed on the importance of the coastal 
security. The Paliem village is based around the river Terekhol which meets the 
Arabian Sea. The fishermen from the village were given guidelines on how to be on 
constant vigil and how to identify suspicious movements in the river and report to 
security agencies.  

Citing examples that the various agencies conducting surveillance in the waters 
(coast guard, Navy and marine police) have given a list of 30 people operating in the 
sea without valid documents to the Goa government in the past six months, officials 
advised the fishermen to carry identity cards and necessary documents along with 
them. Navy officials said that the fishing community can contribute in a large 
measure to the overall coastal security of Goa and in turn of India. Officials gave 
leaflets with the contact numbers of police, port defence headquarters, the Navy and 
coast guard operation room. The silent drive started in Goa about a year-and-a-half 
ago and various villages have been covered. The drive is in the wake of the terror 
attack that occurred in Mumbai, Navy officials said. 

Source: The Times of India, 20 July 
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India-US naval ties have hit the 'big time': US admiral 

Ahead of Vice President Joe Biden's maiden visit to India, a top US naval 
commander has said ties between the navies of the two countries have hit the "big 
time" as they are conducting coordinated operations. Chief of Naval Operations 
Admiral Jonathan W Greenert characterised navy-to-navy ties as "solid and growing" 
and said bilateral war-games had progressed from "two ships going by doing flashing 
lights probably about a decade ago, to coordinated operations, carrier air wing and 
undersea". 

"And that's when you hit the big time, when you can work with a partner under the 
water and ensure yourself, you're not going to run into each other, and we are at that 
level with the Indian Navy," Greenert told reporters in response to a question about 
the US re-balancing its strategy in Asia Pacific. His comments came ahead of 
Biden's four-day visit to India starting. Biden holds meetings with the top leadership, 
including President Pranab Mukherjee and Prime Minister Manmohan Singh. 
Greenert, however, said the India-US Malabar naval exercise had been scaled down 
because of "issues" on both sides. He did not give details about the move. 

"We had to de-scope it some, because of each of our issues ...but we've kept the 
exercise and we've kept it as high-end and complex," he said. "It just may not run as 
long. So I'm comfortable at that level, and we try to work to the level that resonates 
with both our navies." On ties between the US and Chinese navies, Greenert said, "I 
like the trend we're on right now and working toward and, in some cases, getting 
some tangible outcome of working together. “We operated together a humanitarian 
assistance, disaster relief scenario, doing command-and-control together, doing the 
proper protocols at sea, and we agreed this needs to continue." He said China would 
also join the 'RIMPAC' or Rim of the Pacific 2014 exercise. Greenert also spoke 
about increased incidents of piracy, particularly in the northwest region of the Gulf of 
Oman. "I received this through conversations with my counterparts in the Gulf 
States, conversations with my counterparts (in the) Pakistani Navy, Indian Navy, and 
they're finding they have to spend more time over there," he said. 

Source: IBN Live, 20 July 

Maritime and Energy: Nigeria Seeks Partnership among African Nations 

Partnership among African countries will help them to maximise the huge potentials 
in the maritime and energy sectors of their economies, the Federal Government has 
said. It said a synergy among the countries in the continent especially in the area of 
maritime and energy would ensure the sustainable development of the countries in 
the continent. Senior Special Assistant to President Goodluck Jonathan on Maritime 
Services, Mr Olugbenga Leke Oyewole, said this at the 3rd Africa Shipping and Oil 
Roundtable/Investment Forum in Cape Town, South Africa. 

Delivering at a paper titled “Harnessing Opportunities in the Maritime Industry to 
boost Infrastructural Development in Africa”, the presidential aide told participants at 
the forum which attracted participants from across the African continent to create a 
forum where they can collaboratively highlight specific opportunities and sustainably 
evaluate same with a view to distilling their positive impacts for the development of 
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their maritime and energy sectors. Dwelling on the theme of the three-days-forum 
with the theme, “Global Partnership for the Sustainability of Infrastructural 
Development of the Maritime and Energy Sectors in Africa”, Oyewole said co-
operation among African nations will avail them knowledge of maritime management 
strategies that they can effectively monitor and efficiently administer the two sectors 
described as “critical” to the sustainable development and growth of the economies 
of the African continent. 

Oyewole, who was one of the guest speakers at the occasion, enjoined the maritime 
administrators in Africa to maximally utilise their nations’ membership of international 
organisations and explore privatisation options for services that may be better 
rendered by private investors and companies. Besides knowledge sharing sessions 
and ideas on how Africa nations can shore up their maritime and energy sectors to 
efficient level, the 3rd Africa Shipping and Oil Roundtable/Investment Forum 
organised by Africa Business and Logistics Support Services (ABLSS) also had 
other paper presentations by other key players in the shipping and energy sector of 
the African continent. 

While the Director General of the Nigerian Maritime Administration and Safety 
Agency (NIMASA), Mr. Patrick Akpobolokemi, presented a paper titled “Boosting 
Rapid Infrastructural Development for the Effective Implementation of Cabotage 
Regime in Africa; Managing Director of Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA), Alhaji Habib 
Abdullahi; presented a paper on Providing Essential Infrastructure and Workable 
Strategies to Overcome the Challenges of Ports Quick Turnaround of Time in Africa; 
the Deputy Chief Executive Officer, Ghana Shippers Authority (GSA), Mr Emmanuel 
Martey, presented a paper on Protection Surveillance, Security of Coastal Waters in 
Africa; and the Chief Executive Officer, South African Maritime Safety Authority 
(SAMSA), Commander Tseitsi Mokhele, represented by SAMSA’s Chief Operations 
Officer, Mr Sobantu Tilayi, made a presentation on “How to meet Infrastructural 
needs of the Maritime Transport in Africa for Greater Investment Opportunities”. 

The high point of the forum was the presentation of the African Maritime and Energy 
(AME) 2013 awards to 12 awardees across the African continent. These includes 
AME Marine Logistics Support Services Provider of the Year in Africa, Starzs 
Investment Company Limited; AME Shipyard/Dry docking Company of the Year in 
Africa, South African Shipyard; AME Maritime Agency in Infrastructure Development 
of the Year in Africa, South African Maritime Authority (SAMSA); AME Maritime 
Agency in Skills Development of the Year in Africa, NIMASA; and AME Ports and 
Logistics Regulator of the Year in Africa, NPA. Others are AME Customs Broker 
Association of the Year in Africa, Association of Nigerian Licensed Customs Agents 
(ANLCA); AME Vessel Construction and Repair Organisation of the Year in Africa, 
Nigerian Naval Dockyard; AME Maritime Agency in Trade Facilitation of the Year in 
Africa, Ghana Shippers Authority; AME Port Administrator of the Year in Africa, 
Director General, Ghana Ports Authority (GPHA), Director General,  Mr. Richard 
Anamoo; and AME Cargo Transhipment Market of the Year in Africa, Luanda Ports 
Authority, Angola. The forum was attended by key players in the maritime and 
energy sectors of the economy across the African continent. 

Source: This Day Live, 21 July 

http://www.thisdaylive.com/articles/maritime-and-energy-nigeria-seeks-partnership-among-african-nations/153915/
http://www.thisdaylive.com/articles/maritime-and-energy-nigeria-seeks-partnership-among-african-nations/153915/
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Panama Finds Soviet MiG Fighters on Seized N. Korea Ship 

Investigators in Panama discovered two Soviet-built MiG-21 fighter jets while 
unloading a North Korean ship that was seized with 240 tons of concealed weapons 
parts on board as it tried to enter the Panama Canal en route to North Korea from 
Cuba, media reports said. 'Apparently these aircraft were in use because they had 
fuel,' Panama's President Ricardo Martinelli was quoted by Agence France-Presse 
news agency as saying during a visit to the Atlantic port city of Manzanillo, where the 
boat's cargo was being unloaded. The two supersonic fighter jets, originally 
produced by the Soviet Union in the late 1950s, were found in containers alongside 
two missile radar systems, Martinelli was quoted as saying. Panamanian officials 
stopped the 510-foot (155 –meter) North Korea-flagged Chong Chon Gang on 
suspicion it was carrying drugs, but instead found a huge stash of weapons parts 
hidden beneath sacks of sugar. 

Cuba said the weapons were obsolete and were being sent to North Korea to be 
refurbished before being returned to Cuba. The Cuban Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
said that the vessel was also carrying two anti-aircraft missile complexes and the two 
Mig-21 Bis, along with 15 motors for those planes. The BBC cited Panamanian 
officials as saying seven containers had been unloaded from the ship and opened, 
but more are believed to be still hidden beneath the ship's official cargo of sugar. 
Martinelli was quoted by the BBC as saying the ship was thought to have 27 
containers on board. Panama charged the ship's captain and 35 crew members with 
'attempts against Panama's security' and 'illegally transporting undeclared military 
equipment.' The concealed weapons parts -- and now the two fighter jets found on 
the ship -- may also be a violation of the UN arms embargo imposed on Pyongyang 
over its nuclear and ballistic missile program. 

Panama has asked the UN Security Council to investigate, and UN sanctions 
experts are expected to travel to Panama on August 5 to conduct a probe. The ship, 
built in 1977 and registered to the state-owned, Pyongyang-based Chongchongang 
Shipping Company, 'has a long history of detentions for safety deficiencies and other 
undeclared reasons,' including suspected drug and ammunition trafficking, USA 
Today cited global shipping agency Lloyd's List as saying. In 2010, the North Korean 
vessel was stopped by Ukrainian authorities in the Black Sea "for reasons that are 
unclear," USA Today said. According to the BBC, the Chong Chon Gang began its 
latest voyage in Russia's Far East in mid-April. Bound for Cuba, it entered the 
Panama Canal from the Pacific side in early June but disappeared from satellite 
tracking systems after exiting the canal on the Atlantic side. After re-appearing on 
tracking systems July 11, it was stopped and searched near Manzanillo on July 15, 
when Panamanian officials found its cargo of contraband weapons parts, hidden 
beneath 10,000 tons of sugar. 

Source: Global Security, 22 July 

Pirate Hunting in the Deep Seas 

Kids from across Goa will get a taste of life on the high seas, with a visit to the naval 
warship, INS Cankarso. Organised as part of the Times of India's Goa for Kids 
campaign, the tour will give kids candid insights into the operations of the Indian 

http://www.globalsecurity.org/wmd/library/news/dprk/2013/dprk-130722-rianovosti01.htm?_m=3n%2e002a%2e862%2ebu0ao017zf%2esc3
http://www.globalsecurity.org/wmd/library/news/dprk/2013/dprk-130722-rianovosti01.htm?_m=3n%2e002a%2e862%2ebu0ao017zf%2esc3
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Navy. The INS Cankarso is a fast-attack craft commissioned by the Navy in 2010. 
Crewed by four young naval officers and 42 ratings, the Cankarso is inherently a 
pirate-hunter, maintaining vigil across the south-eastern Arabian Sea and west of the 
Lakshwadeep islands. In January 2011, INS Cankarso went to the rescue of a Thai 
fishing trawler that had been captured and made into a pirate mother ship by a gang 
of Somalian pirates, who had been terrorising the area for more than six months. 
After an adrenalin-packed fire-off, the pirate ship was sunk and the hostages 
rescued. The officers aboard Cankarso also rescued 15 pirates on humanitarian 
grounds and handed them over to the police. The participants of the GFK tour will 
get to explore the different parts of a warship get a peek into the kind of armament 
pirate-hunter packs and hear exciting stories from the officers commanding the ship. 
The INS Cankarso is presently docked at the Mormugao Port Trust. 

Source: The Times of India, 26 July 

Nigerian Navy to Take Part in Australian International Fleet Review 

At this stage it appears African representation at 
the Royal Australian Navy (RAN) international 
fleet review will be confined to Nigeria. The 
country has confirmed the vessel NNS Thunder, a 
former US Coast Guard cutter, will be taking part 
in the October review to commemorate the 
centenary of the first entry of a RAN ship into 
Sydney. Nigerian President Goodluck Jonathan 
has given permission for the ship to represent the 
country at the review. NNS Thunder is scheduled 

to steam out of Calabar on August 2 and return to her home port on December 18. 
She will make outbound port calls at Luanda, Cape Town, Port Louis and 
Freemantle en route to Sydney for the review. Her transit home following the event, 
which will be attended by at least 20 navies, will see NNS Thunder call on 
Melbourne, Albany, Port des Galet, Durban, Walvis Bay and Pointe Noire before 
coming alongside in Calabar after a more than four month long voyage. The SA 
Navy has indicated it will not attend the single largest naval event of the year due to 
“other prior commitments”. 

Among navies that have already accepted invitations to the RAN international fleet 
review are Royal Brunei Navy, Royal Canadian Navy, People’s Liberation Army 
Navy, French Navy, Indian Navy, Indonesian Navy, Japan Maritime Self Defence 
Force, Royal Malaysian Navy, Federated States of Micronesia Maritime Police Unit, 
Royal New Zealand Navy, Papua New Guinea Defence Force – Maritime Operations 
Element, Republic of Singapore Navy, Spanish Navy, Republic of Korea Navy, Royal 
Thai Navy, Russian Navy, Tongan Defence Services – Maritime Force, the Royal 
Navy and the US Navy. Host country Australia will have 19 of its warships in the 
review lead by HMAS Sydney, one of four guided missile frigates in its fleet. Other 
RAN maritime assets in the review include fisheries protection vessels, amphibious 
heavy lifters, submarines, Anzac Class frigates, a Bay Class landing ship dock, mine 
hunters, heavy landing craft and survey and hydro-graphic vessels. 

Source: Defence Web, 26 July 

http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-07-26/goa/40814411_1_warship-cankarso-pirate-mother-ship
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http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-07-26/goa/40814411_1_warship-cankarso-pirate-mother-ship
http://www.defenceweb.co.za/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=31353:nigerian-navy-to-take-part-in-australian-international-fleet-review&catid=51:Sea&Itemid=106
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Maritime Disputes with China on Agenda in Abe’s Philippines Visit 

Issues related to the West Philippine Sea will be 
part of the agenda in closed-door meetings between 
Japanese and Philippine officials, as Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe flies for the last leg of a swing through 
three Southeast Asian countries, the Department of 
Foreign Affairs said. DFA spokesman Raul 
Hernandez said in a press conference that the 
dispute between China and five other claimants---

four of them ASEAN members including the Philippines--- will be taken up “as part 
and parcel of regional issues” during the meeting in Malacañang. The visit by Mr Abe 
billed as an overall effort to boost bilateral cooperation between the Philippines and 
Japan, the former’s largest donor of Official Development Assistance (ODA), will 
likewise tackle trade, the Mindanao peace process, and topics that may be taken up 
in the next ASEAN-Japan cooperation meeting this December.  

The visit comes as both Japan and the Philippines are bracing for an apparent 
muscle-flexing by China, which rolled out as an integrated Coast Guard service that 
combines the functions of four agencies, and resulted in the arming of more vessels, 
all meant to boost China’s patrols over what it considers its maritime domain. China 
claims the South China Sea (which Manila calls West Philippine Sea) in its entirety, 
and insists solely on bilateral talks, not an international forum, with the five other 
claimants. It is also in dispute with Japan over a strong of islands in the East China 
Sea, which Tokyo calls Senkakus and Beijing refers to as Diaoyus. As Mr Abe was 
enroute to Manila, news agencies reported Japan as saying the integrated 
coastguard ships of China had for the first time entered the territorial waters of these 
Japanese-controlled islands, fuelling tension between the two. The Philippines, said 
it was also verifying fresh sightings of Chinese vessels on Panganiban Reef off 
Palawan province in the country’s southwest.  

Multirole response vessels acquisition pends 

Both President Benigno Aquino III and Mr Abe, and Foreign Affairs Secretary Albert 
del Rosario and other Cabinet officials will be involved in meeting at Malacanang on 
economic cooperation, the Mindanao peace process and people-to-people 
exchanges. “The two sides expect to tackle maritime cooperation and safety at sea. 
The Philippines and Japan will also discuss various regional issue,” DFA spokesman 
Hernandez added. As for Manila’s planned acquisition of multirole-response vessels 
for the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) with help from Japan, Hernandez said, “The 
loan application for the acquisition of multirole vessels for the PCG is still being 
reviewed by the Japanese government.” 

In January this year, Foreign Affairs chief del Rosario met with Japanese Foreign 
Minister Fumio Kishida to discuss Manila’s request for 10 brand-new coastal boats, 
amid Manila’s heightened territorial dispute with China. As the country’s strategic 
partner, Japan had signalled it is willing to provide the loan to boost maritime 
surveillance of the Philippines’ seas and territory. Prime Minister Abe had earlier 
criticised China’s maritime muscle-flexing, and had expressed alarm at the height of 
the Panatag Shoal standoff between Philippine and Chinese naval forces last year. 
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Mr Abe visited Malaysia, Singapore and the Philippines to boost cooperation with its 
neighbours and monitor China’s actions beyond the East China Sea, whose 
territories are both being claimed by Beijing and Tokyo. 

Source: Inter Aksyon, 26 July 

New Russian Attack Sub to Have Advanced Sensors 

Russia's latest Project 885M Yasen-class attack submarine will have an advanced 
sonar system allowing it to detect enemy ships at an early stage, the submarine's 
engineering bureau said. The Novosibirsk, the third of eight Yasen class boats 
(designated Graney-class by NATO), is to be laid down at the Sevmash shipyard 
near the White Sea. The boat's designer, the Malakhit Marine Engineering Bureau 
company said ahead of the ceremony that the new Yasen-M will be have an 
advanced design that would significantly increase its ability to detect enemy vessels 
at speeds far higher speed that those of its predecessors. Its bow section will be 
"acoustically clean" and will be entirely dedicated to housing sonar systems, with the 
torpedo systems relocated to another part of the boat, according to the company. 

In order to reduce noise and increase its stealth capability, new power supply and 
acoustic defence systems have been developed for the boat, Malakhit said. In 
addition to the torpedo tubes, the Yasen class will be armed with a multirole missile 
system including a vertical-launcher for cruise missiles. Both the torpedo and missile 
tubes could be used "for a variety of weapons without being specially re-equipped," 
the company said. Sevmash plans to deliver the Severodvinsk, the first Yasen-class 
nuclear attack boat, by the end of this year. The submarine's armament will include 
3M55 Oniks (SS-N-26) and 3M54 (SS-N-27) Kalibr cruise missiles and conventional 
torpedoes, rocket-torpedoes and mines, according to Malakhit. The second Project 
885M vessel, the Kazan, was laid down in 2009 and is already under construction at 
the Sevmash shipyard in Severodvinsk. 

Source: Global Security, 26 July 

Iraq to Open Maritime Line with Oman 

The Iraqi Ministry of Transport signed an 
agreement with its Omani counterpart to 
open a direct maritime transport line 
between the two countries in September. 
The line will be primarily commercial, linking 
Oman and ports in Basra province, Iraq's 
State Company for Maritime Transport 
(SCMT) said in a July 18th statement. The 
agreement will "strengthen trade relations 
between the two countries, as well as 

energise the private tourism sector in both Baghdad and the Omani capital Muscat", 
said SCMT general manager Samir al-Karkhi. Iraq plans to enter into similar 
agreements with other countries in the region to diversify trade sources, open routes 
for traders and investors and facilitate the work of foreign companies in Iraq by 

http://www.interaksyon.com/article/67264/maritime-disputes-with-china-on-agenda-of-weekend-ph-talks-with-japan-pm-abe
http://www.globalsecurity.org/wmd/library/news/russia/2013/russia-130726-rianovosti02.htm?_m=3n%2e002a%2e866%2ebu0ao017zf%2esha
http://www.interaksyon.com/article/67264/maritime-disputes-with-china-on-agenda-of-weekend-ph-talks-with-japan-pm-abe
http://www.globalsecurity.org/wmd/library/news/russia/2013/russia-130726-rianovosti02.htm?_m=3n%2e002a%2e866%2ebu0ao017zf%2esha
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easing the transport of machinery and materials, said ministry advisor Karim al-
Nouri.  

Shipping will cost less than air and ground transport and will be faster, as jetties at 
Iraq's Basra and Abu Fulus ports will be refurbished and equipped with modern 
unloading gear, he told Al-Shorfa. Iraqi staff will travel to Europe to receive training 
on the management and operation of ports, and will learn how to conduct security 
surveillance and inspections using special sonar equipment that detects suspicious 
materials, he said. The new maritime line "will be a starting point for extensive 
commercial operations with Oman, and a means to strengthen the social and 
political relations between the two countries and energise the tourism sector", al-
Nouri said. 

'IMPORTANT ECONOMIC GAINS' 

Three of the 11 modern commercial vessels Iraq has purchased will arrive soon, 
SCMT spokesman Anmar al-Safi told Al-Shorfa. "These vessels, with a capacity 
ranging from 8,000 to 17,500 tonnes, will produce a quantum leap in Iraq's maritime 
sector," he said. The country is steadily progressing and becoming more competitive 
in this sector, he said. "The government has decided to develop the maritime 
transport sector, because it brings important economic gains for the country," Deputy 
Prime Minister Saleh al-Mutlaq told Al-Shorfa. The reopening of the restored Iraqi 
ports will bring wider diversity to the Iraqi market in terms of goods and sources of 
origin, he said, and will positively impact prices as air transport is expensive and 
ground transport faces many security risks. Basra ports currently dock 40 ships per 
week, a number that is set to rise with the opening of the new Iraq-Oman line, he 
said. Opening maritime lines with countries in the region will accelerate the transfer 
of goods and reduce costs, Iraqi Ministry of Transport official Abdul Karim Manhal 
told Al-Iraqiya state television. This will contribute to the development of the 
economy and will have a positive impact on Iraqi commercial ports, he said, in 
addition to providing jobs for "hundreds of unemployed people". 

Source: AL-SHORFA, 26 July 

India, France Discuss Progress on Rafale Fighter Jets 

The defence ministers of India and France discussed the progress on the $15-billion 
Rafale deal under which India would be buying 126 medium-ranges, multi- role 
combat aircrafts (MMRCA) for the Indian Air Force. “The ministers had detailed 
discussions regarding current and future cooperation in the areas of defence 
equipment and technology collaboration. They agreed such cooperation should 
continue to the mutual benefit of both countries, including in high technology areas 
involving joint research and development and transfer of technology,” stated a joint 
statement issued after the meeting between Union Defence Minister A K Antony and 
his French counterpart Jean-Yves Le Drian, who is on a two-day visit to India. 

Both have also agreed to strengthen military ties further through greater 
collaboration in defence equipment and technology.  Ever since India agreed to buy 
the Rafale warplanes from France, it has been engaged in price negotiations, which 
have become a sticking point in the deal.  Besides, both sides have become very 

http://al-shorfa.com/en_GB/articles/meii/features/2013/07/26/feature-02
http://al-shorfa.com/en_GB/articles/meii/features/2013/07/26/feature-02
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cautious in their approach recently in the backdrop of the controversies surrounding 
another such big-ticket defence deal concerning the purchase of Augusta-Westland 
choppers.    

French firm Dassault Aviation had won the $15 billion contract to sell 126 French 
Rafale MMRCA to the Indian Air Force in January 2012. The plan is to import 18 of 
the fighter jets from Dassault directly while the remaining 108 would be 
manufactured in Bangalore by Hindustan Aeronatics Limited (HAL). Later, during a 
lecture on Indo-French Defence Partnership at the Institute for Defence Studies and 
Analyses, Le Drian said, “Of course, the MMRCA project is the priority. At the risk of 
disappointing you, I won’t be announcing the date of signing the contract. I would like 
you to know the negotiations are going on well and I have full confidence.  There 
would be a framework Indo-French intergovernmental Agreement for this contract, 
which would provide all the necessary guarantees of the French State.” 

He added India would “not regret” selecting the Rafale jets which have proved their 
merits in Afghanistan, Libya and Mali. Le Drian told a French newspaper the first 
batch of Rafale would be delivered to India by 2016-2017. Last month, on the side-
lines of the Paris Air Show, senior officials from HAL and Dassualt met to discuss the 
final contours of the agreement. The two sides are also engaged in negotiations for a 
project for co-developing the ‘Maitri’ surface-to-air missile defence system.  India has 
awarded several big-ticket contracts to the French, including the deal for building six 
Scorpene diesel-electric submarines for the Indian navy. Le Drian said the first 
Scorpene submarine would be launched in 2014. French naval defence firms are 
currently building the six submarines at the Mazagaon shipyard in Mumbai, with 
complete transfer of technology. 

The two countries welcomed the upcoming bilateral exercise 'Shakti' in September 
2013 in France between both armies. “The ministers noted with satisfaction that the 
navies of both countries are working towards finalising the schedule for the conduct 
of  Exercise 'Varuna' off the coast of India and also that the next air force exercise 
'Garuda' would be held during the first half of 2014,” the statement. Both ministers 
also assigned the High Committee on Defence Cooperation, which is scheduled to 
meet in France in October this year, to follow up and finalise practical measures to 
expand and deepen the bilateral partnership in defence.  Le Drian, who had earlier 
visited India as part of President Hollande’s entourage, is scheduled to visit the Air 
Force base in Gwalior for a briefing on the Indian Mirage 2000 squadrons and 
interaction with pilots, officers and technicians who fly and maintain the fleet. “French 
manufacturers are currently working on upgrading the Mirage 2000 fleet that India 
acquired in 1980. At the end of this upgrade, the aircraft would match the most 
modern standards and continue to be in service for many more years,” the French 
defence minister stated. 

Source: Business Standard, 27 July 

India Offers Vietnam Credit for Military Ware 

In a first, India has offered a $100-million credit line to Vietnam to purchase military 
equipment. It will be used for purchasing four patrol boats. The credit line was 
agreed upon around the time India once again expressed its resolve to remain 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/india-france-discuss-progress-on-rafale-fighter-jets-113072600278_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/india-france-discuss-progress-on-rafale-fighter-jets-113072600278_1.html
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involved in oil exploration activity in the Phu Kanh basin of the South China Sea. 
Vietnam says it is within its rights to invite India to explore for oil in this area. But 
China claims that this basin is within the “nine dotted line” or its zone of influence. 
The credit line is likely to be finalised by the time the General Secretary of the 
Communist Party of Vietnam visits India towards the end of the year. Vietnam and 
India have long enjoyed strategic ties that include cooperation in the civil nuclear 
sector, training slots for Vietnamese military officers and frequent exchange of visits. 

But this is one rare occasion when India is offering a defence-related credit line so 
far up field. Usually, near neighbours squarely in India’s zone of direct influence have 
been the beneficiaries of New Delhi’s credit lines for the defence sector. For 
example, Mauritius, whose air force and navy have Indian defence hardware, was 
given credit lines to buy Indian patrol boats and Dhruv helicopters. India has wanted 
to expand its defence ties with Vietnam to military hardware and one of the top- most 
items on the Vietnamese wish-list is the BrahMos missile, jointly produced with 
Russia, which, however, has close ties with both Vietnam and China and would not 
want to antagonise either. 

Sources in the government wanted the credit line to be seen from the context of the 
overall drive to improve ties with South East Asian nations of which Vietnam’s close 
ties with India predate the Cold War. There has been a heavy traffic of high level 
visitors between the two countries that has led to a $ 45-million credit line for a 200-
MW hydel project built by BHEL, offer of export of the Param supercomputer and a 
breakthrough for the Indian corporate sector though its Vietnamese counterparts 
have struggled. The sources pointed out that India was beefing up security ties with 
all countries beyond its eastern flank as one of the vital components of its Look East 
policy. India and navies of some South East Asian countries have for long conducted 
the Milan series of naval exercises. The Indian Navy also conducts coordinated 
patrols with Thailand and holds joint exercises with Singapore and Japan. 

Source: The Hindu, 28 July 

Maritime Row Seen on Agenda of Ph-Vietnam Joint Commission Meeting 

The Philippines and Vietnam, two countries that have been feuding with China over 
maritime territory, will convene the seventh meeting of a joint commission on bilateral 
cooperation next month, with the implications of Hanoi's recent joint-exploration 
agreement with Beijing expected to be on the agenda. Department of Foreign Affairs 
spokesman Raul Hernandez said that Secretary Albert del Rosario and Vietnam’s 
Foreign Minister Pham Binh Minh are to meet on August 1 to discuss the bilateral 
cooperative initiative. It comes on the heels of Hanoi's and Beijing's agreement to 
jointly explore and share resources from disputed territories. The Philippines and 
Vietnam, along with Taiwan and two other ASEAN members Brunei and Malaysia, 
have overlapping claims in the South China Sea with China, which claims the area in 
its entirety. 

Among the issues to be discussed in the August meeting of Manila and Hanoi are 
cooperation in defence and security, maritime and ocean cooperation, trade and 
investments, and agriculture. Hernandez told reporters “the meeting will also review 
the implementation of the Philippines-Vietnam Action Plan, a framework document 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-offers-vietnam-credit-for-military-ware/article4960731.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-offers-vietnam-credit-for-military-ware/article4960731.ece
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which lists the initiatives to be implemented by both countries for the period of 2011 
to 2016.” It is the seventh meeting of the Philippine-Vietnam Joint Commission for 
Bilateral Cooperation. The last round was hosted by Vietnam in 2011. The Joint 
Commission for Bilateral Cooperation is a regular consultation mechanism between 
the foreign ministries of the two countries to discuss bilateral and regional issues of 
mutual concern. 

Both Manila and Hanoi have criticised China’s excessive and expansive claims over 
the South China Sea (West Philippine Sea). The Philippines early this year invited 
China to bring the maritime territorial dispute before the UN Arbitral Tribunal, as 
provided for by the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea. Beijing balked at the idea, 
insisting on bilateral means to resolve issues, but Manila pushed ahead with filing a 
case, which has since gone under way. Early August, both Manila and Hanoi have 
deadlines from the five-man panel to submit comments on the draft rules to govern 
proceedings at the arbitral tribunal. Vietnam took a different tack. It recently decided 
to forge an agreement with China to explore and share resources of the disputed 
territories. Both countries even set up a hotline that will protect their fishermen from 
harassment as tensions rise in the Asian seas. 

Source: Inter Aksyon, 29 July 

Myanmar Naval Chief Visits India to Strengthen Bilateral Maritime Ties 

Myanmar's Chief of Naval Staff, Vice 
Admiral Thura Thet Swe, met his Indian 
counterpart Admiral DK Joshi to 
strengthen relations between the navies 
of the neighbouring countries. During his 
visit, Vice Admiral Thura Thet Swe is 
scheduled to meet Defence Minister AK 
Antony. Admiral Joshi said that this meet 
would take forward the strong naval 
relations between the two countries. 
"Myanmar is one of our closest 
neighbours, we share land borders with 

them and also maritime borders and on the navy to navy front we have had 
extremely cordial relations and excellent interaction and during the course of our 
meeting here we will look at further avenues of taking this interaction to the next 
level," he said. India shares a 1,645-kilometre border in its east with Myanmar. "I 
hope for closer ties with Indian navy," Vice Admiral Thura Thet Swe said. India is 
also seeking Myanmar's help in combating insurgent groups that have bases in 
Myanmar, and hopes that cross-border trade will boost the economy of its troubled 
and isolated northeast region. 

Source: Business Standard, 29 July 

China Rules Out High-Level Summit with Japan Over Island Dispute 

A Chinese government official denies Beijing and Tokyo is planning high-level talks 
on a territorial dispute that has strained ties between the two Asian powers. The 

http://www.interaksyon.com/article/67456/maritime-row-issues-seen-on-agenda-of-ph-vietnam-joint-commission-meeting-in-august
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http://www.interaksyon.com/article/67456/maritime-row-issues-seen-on-agenda-of-ph-vietnam-joint-commission-meeting-in-august
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unidentified official tells the state-run China Daily any Japanese speculation about 
such talks is "not true and is fabricated, based on the needs of Japan's domestic 
politics." An aide to Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe said Abe could hold a 
summit with Chinese President Xi Jinping in the "not too distant future." But the 
China Daily report said the aide, Isao Iijima, has not been in contact with Chinese 
government officials about any such talks. It comes as Japan's Vice Foreign Minister 
Akitaka Saiki wraps up a two-day visit to China. Prime Minister Abe has also said he 
hopes to hold high-level talks with China over the territorial dispute, which has sent 
China-Japan relations plummeting in recent months. 

In September, Tokyo angered Beijing by nationalising a group of uninhabited yet 
strategic East China Sea islands that have been the focus of a decades-long 
dispute. Since then, China has increased its patrol missions near the Japan-
controlled island chain, raising fears of clashes between Asia's two largest 
economies. In addition to calling for dialogue, Japanese Prime Minister Abe, who 
took office in December, has taken a tough stance on the islands issue, a posture 
that has angered Beijing. China's foreign ministry said Tokyo should "stop using 
empty slogans about so-called dialogue over disagreements," and begin taking 
unspecified concrete measures to lessen tensions. The intensified dispute over the 
islands, known in Japan as Senkaku and in China as Diaoyu, comes amid wider 
Japanese worries about China's growing military prowess and rising international 
status. Japan recently raised its assessment of the risk of China's military build-up 
and rising assertiveness, saying China is becoming less afraid of angering its 
neighbours as it pursues a bolder maritime policy. 

Source: Global Security, 30 July 

Israeli Navy Seeks to Counter Russian Ship-Killer 

Israel's navy is installing the Barak-8 air-defence missile system aboard its combat 
vessels to protect against Syria's new supersonic Russian-built Yakhont anti-ship 
missiles, which the Jewish state views as a potent threat to its long-held naval 
supremacy in the eastern Mediterranean. The medium-range Barak-8 was 
developed by state-owned Israel Aerospace Industries and India's Defence 
Research and Development Organisation. 

India signed a $1.1 billion contract with IAI's Missile and Space Division in November 
2009 to acquire the land-based and seaborne Baraks. The navy's procurement of the 
Barak-8 was put off for years because the system's development was not completed 
until 2010. The missile has an operational range of 45 miles. It can engage multiple 
targets simultaneously, even in a multi-weapon saturation attack, and intercept 
missiles as close as 500 yards. The Barak-8, effective against anti-ship missiles, 
supersonic cruise missiles, manned aircraft and drones, is integrated with the ELM-
2248 MF-STAR ship borne phased array radar system built by IAI subsidiary Elta. 
Israel's Rafael Advanced Defence Systems produces the interceptor missiles. 

The Israeli media reports that the Barak-8 is expected to be operational aboard the 
navy's three Haifa-built Sa'ar-5 missile ships within the next 3-4 months. These are 
the navy's largest surface warships. It's not clear whether its eight Saar-4.5 and two 
Saar-4 corvettes will also be equipped with the Barak-8 system. The Russians began 
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delivering the Yakhonts to Syria in December 2011 under 2007 contract valued at 
$300 million. Moscow provided the Syrian regime with two Bastion coastal missile 
systems, comprising 18 mobile launchers and an estimated 72 of the missiles that 
have a maximum speed of Mach 2, twice the speed of sound, a range of 187 miles 
and carry a warhead containing 440 pounds of high explosives. 

The deliveries took place amid Syria's civil war, with disparate rebel forces seeking 
to overthrow President Bashar Assad, a key ally of Russia and Iran. The provision of 
such weapons to the Damascus regime was widely seen as a Russian warning to 
the United States and Israel not to interfere in the Syrian conflict. Since then, Israel 
has mounted at least three airstrikes against targets inside Syria, in each case linked 
to Syrian transfers of advanced weapons systems to its Lebanese ally, Hezbollah, a 
major foe of Israel. On July 5, the Syrian naval base at Latakia on the Mediterranean 
coast, where the shore-based Yakhonts reportedly were, was hit by a series of 
explosions. There's been considerable speculation they were the result of an Israeli 
air raid, or possibly even a cruise missile strike launched from one of the Israeli 
navy's German-built Dolphin submarines, to neutralise the Yakhont threat. The 
Russians have a naval base at Tartus, Syria's other main port, south of Latakia.  

A major Israeli concern is the Syrians will seek to transfer some of the P-800s to 
Hezbollah, which has engaged the Israeli navy before with anti-ship missiles. In the 
opening days of the month-long 2006 war between Hezbollah and Israel, the Iranian 
proxy nearly sank an Israeli corvette, the Hanit, off the Lebanese coast near Beirut 
with a Chinese-designed C-802 missile. Five crewmen were killed. In recent months, 
the Syrian regime is reported to have transferred Russian-built SA-17 surface-to-air 
missiles, which could challenge Israel's undisputed air supremacy over Lebanon, 
and Fatah 110 surface-to-surface missiles that can hit pretty much any part of Israel. 
It's these shipments the Israeli air force has been striking. Deliveries of the Barak-8 
to India are expected to be completed by 2017. They will equip three Project 15A 
Kolkata-class guided missiles destroyers built at India's Mazagon shipyard. The 
Indian air force plans to re-equip nine air-defence squadrons with the new missile. 
The prime contractor for the program is India's DRDO, with IAI's Missile and Space 
Division acting as leading subcontractor. 

Source: UPI, 30 July 

Indian Aircraft Carrier Passes Engine Tests in Russian Sea Trials 

A Russian-built aircraft carrier due to be 
delivered to the Indian Navy following a 
much-delayed refit has successfully 
passed engine tests during the first 
stage of final sea trials in the White Sea, 
shipbuilder Sevmash said. The current 
trials focused on the ship's propulsion 
system and its ability to perform as 
required. The carrier, named 
Vikramaditya, “showed excellent 

performance while being tested at various speeds,” a Sevmash spokesman said. 
“The ship attained a maximum speed of 29.2 knots.” The Vikramaditya, which is 
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already years past its original 2008 delivery date, was supposed to have been 
handed over to India on December 4, 2012, but initial sea trials in September 
revealed that the ship's boilers were not fully functional. 

The source of the problem, which reduced the ship's maximum speed, was due to 
use of low-grade Chinese-made firebricks in the boiler insulation instead of asbestos, 
Russian shipbuilders said. The boiler problems were fixed by Russian shipbuilders in 
February, Sevmash reported previously. The Vikramaditya will now sail to the 
Barents Sea, where the ship will undertake working-up procedures including aircraft 
deck operations. Several MiG-29K fighters and two helicopters will be used in the 
flight trials. A report on the results of the final trials must be given to the Indians on 
October 15, the Sevmash official said. 

The Vikramaditya was originally built as the Soviet Project 1143.4 class aircraft 
carrier Admiral Gorshkov. In its original incarnation, the Gorshkov also had a history 
of boiler problems and suffered a boiler explosion in 1994. The refit of the ship has 
lurched from one crisis to another since India and Russia signed a $947 million deal 
in 2005 for its purchase and refit. Delivery has already been delayed three times, 
pushing up the cost of refurbishing the vessel to $2.3 billion, causing acrimony 
between Moscow and New Delhi. 

Source: RIA NOVOSTI, 30 July 

US Raises Maritime Security Assistance to the Philippines 

Washington will raise its military assistance to the 
Philippines by about two-thirds, Manila's foreign 
ministry said, helping its oldest security ally in Asia 
defend vast maritime borders against what it sees 
as Chinese assertiveness. Albert Del Rosario said 
Washington had increased its military assistance 
package from $30 million next fiscal year to about 
$50 million, the highest level since US troops 
returned to the Philippines in 2000. "For military 
financing, it's an allocation that is worked out by 

the US Congress, and it’s usually for acquisition and maintenance," Del Rosario told 
reporters. Rosario said the Philippines may acquire a third Hamilton-class cutter to 
boost its efforts to patrol sea borders in view of recurring standoffs with China over 
territory in the South China Sea. 

The Hamilton-class high endurance cutter is the largest and newest warship in the 
Philippine Navy. The first two ships were acquired free of charge under the excess 
defence articles (EDA) under which Washington provides old equipment no longer in 
active use. But $25 million was spent to refurbish them. The second cutter is arrived 
in Subic Bay, a former US Navy base, 50 km (30 miles) northwest of Manila, where it 
will be repainted before joining its sister ship on patrols. A senior military official, 
however, told Reuters that the Philippines may shelve the plan to acquire the third 
cutter and use the funds to upgrade the two vessels now in its fleet with a missile 
system. Since 2002, the United States has provided the Philippines a total of $312 
million in military aid as well as various types of military equipment. Until the early 
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1990s, US troops operated from two large military bases in the Philippines, providing 
a security umbrella in the country's decades of fighting against Maoist and Muslim 
insurgents. There are now plans to allow Washington wider access to civilian and 
military bases to help its former colony enhance its defence capability. 

Source: The Maritime Executive, 31 July 

China Seeks Peace in Maritime Disputes, But "Must Be Alert" 

Chinese President Xi Jinping told his Politburo the 
country wanted to resolve its maritime territorial 
disputes peacefully and through talks, but would 
not compromise on sovereignty and had to step up 
its defensive capabilities. Territorial claims by 
Japan and China over the uninhabited islets and 
resource-rich waters in the East China Sea, as well 
as China's claims over the South China Sea, rank 
as some of Asia's biggest security risks. At a 

meeting with members of the ruling Communist Party's inner elite, Xi said China 
would adhere to the path of peaceful development, but "in no way will the country 
abandon its legitimate rights and interests, nor will it give up its core national 
interests", state media reported. China will "use peaceful means and negotiations to 
settle disputes and strive to safeguard peace and stability", Xi was quoted as saying, 
without naming any countries. His comments were the most high-level remarks on 
the subject. 

"China will prepare to cope with complexities, enhance its capacity in safeguarding 
maritime rights and interests, and resolutely safeguard its maritime rights and 
interests," Xi said, according to the official Xinhua news agency report. Becoming a 
maritime power is an "important task" for China as "the oceans and seas have an 
increasingly important strategic status concerning global competition in the spheres 
of politics, economic development, military, and scientific and technology", Xi said. 
Still, the country will adhere to a policy of "shelving disputes and carrying out joint 
development" for areas over which China claims sovereignty, while also promoting 
mutually beneficial and friendly cooperation, Xi added, repeating a line offered 
previously by Chinese officials. 

Japan's top career diplomat met China's foreign minister in the latest bid to ease 
strains between Asia's two biggest economies over their bitter territorial row in the 
East China Sea, though a Chinese official newspaper said Beijing had ruled out a 
leaders' summit. Tension over the East China Sea has escalated this year, with 
China and Japan scrambling fighter jets and ordering patrol ships to shadow each 
other, raising fear that a miscalculation could lead to a broader clash. The 
Philippines and Vietnam have also accused Beijing of becoming more aggressive in 
their disputes with China in the strategically located and energy-rich South China 
Sea. China is rapidly developing an impressive blue water naval capacity to project 
power far from its shores, developing new warships and submarines and launching 
its first aircraft carrier. 

Source: The Maritime Executive, 31 July 
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Shipping Companies Join Anti-Piracy War 

Bahamas-based shipping companies have committed to making counter-piracy 
efforts a priority within their organisations, following the recent agreement signed 
between this nation and the US. The US Embassy, in collaboration with Campbell 
Shipping Company and Clipper Group Management, co-hosted a reception at The 
Balmoral Club to commemorate the signing of a Counter Piracy Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) between the US and the Bahamas. The MOU provides the 
international legal framework for prosecution of piracy attacks against Bahamian-
flagged vessels. The US State Department’s acting assistant secretary for political-
military affairs, Tom Kelly, and US Charg d’Affaires, John Dinkelman, led the US 
delegation. The private sector was represented by co-hosts Lowell Mortimer, 
president of Campbell Shipping, and Niels Jensen, director of Clipper Group 
Management (Nassau). Both Mr Mortimer and Mr Jensen committed to making 
counter-piracy efforts a priority in their respective companies, which was illustrated 
during the reception by a short documentary and presentation on piracy attacks. 
#Other attendees included minister of national security, Bernard Nottage; minister of 
foreign affairs and immigration, Fred Mitchell; attorney general, Allyson Maynard-
Gibson; and minister of transport and aviation, Glenys Hanna-Martin. 

Source: Tribune 242, 16 July 

Pirates Hijack Tanker off Gabon as Shipping Risks Spread 

Pirates have hijacked an oil products tanker with 24 crew on-board off the Gabon 
coast. The vessel's operator said the most southerly in a spate of raids in West 
Africa's Gulf of Guinea shipping zone. A Gabonese naval source said the ship was 
now believed to be in Nigerian waters. Pirates are thought to have boarded the 
Maltese-flagged Cotton tanker, carrying a partly loaded cargo of fuel oil, near 
Gabon's Port Gentil in the first reported attack in that region in the past five years, 
Turkish operator Geden Lines said. "The company is in contact with the families of 
the 24 Indian crew members on board and the appropriate authorities have been 
contacted," Geden Lines said in a statement. The Gulf of Guinea, which includes 
Nigeria, Ghana and Ivory Coast as well as Gabon, is a major source of oil, cocoa 
and, increasingly, metals for world markets. Unlike the Horn of Africa, international 
navies are not actively engaged in counter-piracy missions in the region. "The attack 
occurred around 200 nautical miles (NM) further south than the previous most 
southerly attack," security firm AKE said. "It therefore marks a significant expansion 
of the geographical range of Gulf of Guinea piracy." 

"It also demonstrates the regional nature of the illegal fuel trade, the supply of which 
tankers such as Cotton are generally hijacked for," it said. A Gabonese naval source, 
who asked not to be named, said the tanker was attacked by 12 to 15 gunmen 
armed with AK-47 assault rifles. "The ship that was captured is now off the coast of 
Nigeria. It has been identified by our coast guard," the source said. Unlike waters off 
the Horn of Africa, where ships can move past at high speed with armed guards on 
board, many vessels have to anchor off West African coastal nations, with little 
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protection, making them a soft target for criminals. Earlier, the International Maritime 
Bureau, a shipping watchdog, warned that the Gulf of Guinea, known for attacks on 
oil industry vessels and the theft of gas oil, had seen a surge in kidnappings at sea 
this year, with a wider range of ship types being targeted. "There continues to be 
significant under-reporting of attacks - a phenomenon highlighted by the IMB year-
on-year. This prevents meaningful response by the authorities and endangers other 
vessels sailing into the area unaware of the precise nature of the threat," the IMB 
said in a statement. 

Source: Chicago Tribune, 17 July 

Bahrain-US Direct Shipping Line on Way 

Bahrain will soon have new direct service 
shipping lines to the US, Malaysia, 
Thailand, Korea and China, said the 
chief executive of Khalifa Bin Salman 
Port operator APM Terminals. "Starting 
from next month, you will be able to book 
a container from Bahrain to Los Angeles, 
direct through," Marco Neelsen was 
quoted as saying in the Gulf Daily News. 
"It will be a weekly service provided by 
NYK from Japan and Hanjin from Korea. 

We expect the connection to open up many opportunities, more so because of 
Bahrain's free trade agreement with the US. "The competitive advantage is not only 
for Bahrain-based manufacturers but also for shippers and carriers alike as this 
means no offloading or transhipment in Jebel Ali or Singapore," he added while 
speaking on the side-lines of a ghabga. 

"This is good for raw materials coming in to Bahrain as well. In simple terms, it 
means goods come in faster and cheaper. The time saved is at least a week or 
more. At the moment, it takes about 40 days to ship from Bahrain to Los Angeles," 
he said. According to him, the move also cements Bahrain's role as a logistics hub 
for the Northern Gulf, targeting countries like Kuwait, Iraq and Saudi Arabia. "It’s 
important to consider that ships coming will not only bring local cargo but also 
transhipment cargo," Neelsen said. "There will be a need for smaller ships from 
Bahrain connecting the Upper Gulf, which means that traders who use the causeway 
to move cargo can use ships in the future. A big ship automatically creates a network 
of smaller ships that relay the cargo to various smaller ports," he added. 

"This is another incentive for companies to set up shop in Bahrain as they get both 
regional and international connectivity," he said. "Last year was very good for the 
port and for Bahrain, as we achieved 525,000 container throughputs last year - the 
highest ever," he added. "The year before it was around 370,000, which shows how 
the market expanded last year as did the economy in Bahrain. The first six months of 
the current year have also been good and we have also had moderate growth in 
domestic cargo. "The port facilities are equipped to handle the growth projections for 
the next few years," he said. "We are investing in developing the superstructure and 
have already invested about $1 million so far this year. “With continued robust 
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support from the government and our business partners, we are confident in 
achieving our goals of sustainable value growth in the coming years and positioning 
Bahrain as the preferred port of choice in the region," he added. 

Source: Trade Arabia, 20 July 

Indian Public-Private Shipbuilding Venture OK'd 

India’s Defence Ministry has approved a partnership between the country’s largest 
state-owned shipbuilder and a private shipbuilder after complaints over transparency 
put the decision on hold in late 2011. The deal, approved July 12, would partner 
state-owned Mazagon Docks Limited (MDL) and privately held Pipavav Defence and 
Offshore Engineering Company. It’s a win-win for the companies, as MDL’s order 
book outstrips its capacity and ability to deliver to the Indian Navy on time. Pipavav, 
meanwhile, has the capacity — including one of the largest dry docks in the world — 
but not the orders. 

Whether MDL, with an order book of more than US $22 billion, would be able to 
outsource and split its order book with Pipavav through the joint venture is still not 
clear, as the MoD has yet to clarify the relationship. No MoD official was available to 
answer the question or comment on the issue. A source in the ministry, however, 
said the joint venture will have to compete for Indian Navy and Coast Guard orders. 
A MoD official said more partnerships between state-owned warship builders and 
private shipyards are likely as the MoD finalises a policy on public-private business 
partnerships. The MDL-Pipavav joint venture will likely emerge as a major player for 
the Navy’s plan to spend $12 billion on six conventional subs. 

The Defence Acquisition Council cleared the procurement nearly two years ago, the 
MoD source said, and a formal tender is in the final stages of approval. Without 
specifying the submarine program, RK Shrawat, MDL’s chairman and managing 
director, said, “Pipavav is a modern shipyard, and we will jointly bid for future 
projects.” Anil Jai Singh, president of Pipavav, said “There should be no reason why 
the [joint venture] should not get into submarine construction if all offloading of work 
by MDL is to be through a competitive bidding process. However, it may be a bit 
premature to comment extensively on this till more clarity on the procedure is 
available.” 

Source: Defence News, 24 July 

Gujarat Maritime Board Aims Capacity Addition at Non-Major Ports 

The Gujarat Maritime Board said it aims to enhance the cargo handling capacity of a 
dozen odd non-major ports in the state by nearly 46 million tonnes this year. In 2013-
14, we target to add another 46 million tonnes (MT) of capacity at the non-major 
ports of the state, taking the total cargo handling to 412 million tonne per annum 
(MTPA), a Gujarat Maritime Board (GMB) official said. At present, the capacity of 
South Port terminal-III in Mundra is being expanded by 5.5 MT by APSEZ, besides a 
coal jetty of 5 MT capacity set up at Salaya by the Essar group, a GMB official said. 
“LNG Petronet is setting up a second LNG jetty at Dahej port having 2.5 MT 
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capacity. It is coming at an investment of around Rs 1,000 crore, and is expected to 
be operational by first quarter of 2014,” he said. 

Dahej terminal has 10 MT capacity, and efforts are under way to have 15 MT 
handling capacity there, he added. “At Akrimoti port in Kutch, ABG group is setting 
up a 4 MT jetty. The construction work has been completed and now landing place 
declaration has been initiated,” the GMB official said. Ultratech Cement Limited’s 
(UTCLs) jetty in Kovaya at Pipavav port is being expanded by 5 MT. The dredging 
proposal has been received, construction may begin from next year, he said. The 
GMB official said a bulk general cargo terminal at Hazira having 5 MT capacity has 
been set up and landing place declaration has been initiated. A jetty with one MT 
capacity by the Indian Navy is almost complete at Porbandar, he said. Referring to 
proposals for which construction work has not begun, the official said it may stretch 
over to next year. 

A captive jetty having 5 MT capacity by Universal Success Enterprise Limited 
(USEL) is proposed at Bhogat, a terminal with one million tonne capacity at 
Bagasara is to come up, while a jetty having 3 MT capacity by ABG cement is 
proposed at Magdalla port (near Mora village) in Surat, and Sanghi group is slated to 
enhance the cement terminal capacity at Jakhau in Kutch by 8 MT. During 2012-13, 
non-major ports in Gujarat handled about 287.81 MT of cargo compared to 259 MT 
handled during the previous year, an 11.11 per cent increase in the traffic handled. 
Also, 43 MT of capacity was added during FY 2013, taking cumulative capacity of 
non-major ports in Gujarat to 366 MT. GMB manages around 41 non-major ports in 
Gujarat. 

Source: The Hindu, 28 July 

 

US Navy Turns From Coal to Clean Energy 

On July 9 at the Naval Support Facility 
(NSF) Indian Head in Maryland, the 
Navy said goodbye to the Goddard 
coal-fired power plant when the aging 
facility was demolished. Constructed in 
1957, the Goddard Power Plant 
generated steam, compressed air and 
approximately 67% of the electric 
power used at NSF Indian Head. With 
most plants having a service 
expectancy of 25 years, the Goddard 
Power Plant was past its due date, 
ultimately requiring frequent repair and 

maintenance that is costly and inefficient. The outdated equipment made steam 
production and steam transmission unreliable, the Navy said in a release. The 
demolition of the Goddard coal-fired power plant will save NSF $7.5 million each 
year, and more than 50 billion pounds of carbon emissions will be reduced annually. 
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“What you see here is a project that is going to save the Navy $7.5 million a year in 
the tough fiscal environment that we’re in and that we’re going to be facing for 
several years, if not a decade or more,” Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy for 
Energy Thomas Hicks said. “We’re going to need projects like this that deliver those 
types of savings.” Energy use is expected to decrease by 50%, water consumption 
by 75%, and steam requirements by 80%. “Each year with the current plant,” said 
Capt. Kenneth Branch, commanding officer of Naval Facilities and Engineering 
Washington (NAVFACWASH), “we’re moving 46 million pounds of coal more than 
400 miles by rail, barge, and truck to Indian Head.” 

In addition to moving beyond coal, the Navy is developing clean energy solutions like 
solar and EV charging stations on its bases. On June 4, the Navy installed the first 
charging station at Naval Support Activity Mid-South in Millington, Tennessee. Mid-
South is one of nine Navy sites preparing to install solar carports under a $10 million 
contract. Veteran-owned OpConnect is funding additional charging stations for the 
military, including Indian Head. Besides charging stations, this year the Navy 
invested $7.7 million in energy efficiency and alternative energy technologies as 
stated in the Department of Defence’s 2013 Investment for Military Operations 
report. These initiatives include efforts for microbial fuel cells, advanced 
photovoltaic’s, bio-fuel, and wave power. The Department of Defence is on track in 
lowering fuel emissions, but still scores low in energy intensity. At least the DOD is 
committed to defending the nature of environmental stewardship by installing 
conscious efforts to use and save energy. 

Source: Earth Techling, 18 July 

Shipping through Russian Arctic has quadrupled in Past Year 

For years people have been speculating that the melting of Arctic sea ice due to 
climate change would open new shipping lanes. In fact, it's happening now. The 
Financial Times reports that, 204 ships had received permits this year to ply the 
Northern Sea Route, which connects East Asia to Europe via the waters off of 
Russia's northern coast. Last year, just 46 vessels made the trip. Two years ago, the 
number was four. 

For now, the route remains more treacherous than the traditional Asia-Europe 
passage via the Suez Canal. But as Arctic sea ice continues to recede, it will 
become increasingly viable during the summer months -- especially since it's a much 
shorter route. The captain of a Russian icebreaker fleet told the Financial Times that 
the trip from Kobe or Busan to Rotterdam should be 23 days via the northern 
passage versus 33 days via the canal. And recent studies suggest that the long-
sought Northwest Passage off of Canada's north coast is likely to open for business 
in the decades to come as well. 

Those looking for upsides to global climate change might count this as one -- if 
they're fans of Russia, the country best-positioned to capitalise. As Climate Central's 
Andrew Freedman recently pointed out, the United States is essentially helpless in 
the Arctic, with zero Navy surface ships capable of navigating the icy waters and the 
Senate unwilling to ratify the UN convention that facilitates diplomacy in the region. 
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That's a big concern, given that the new shipping routes come with dangers ranging 
from lost lives to environmentally disastrous spills to territorial disputes. 

Source: Anchorage Daily News, 23 July 

Ice-Breakers Get Competition in the Arctic Shipping Boom 

Nobody wants to end up like the Titanic. But a 
boom in Arctic shipping, triggered by global 
warming, has made the fate of the luxury liner 
a real risk for hundreds of ships. The Northern 
Sea Route—a.k.a. the Northeast Passage—is 
a shipping lane from Europe to the Far East 
that runs around the north of Russia, cutting 
thousands of miles off a trip that would 

otherwise be made through the Suez Canal. Melting ice has made it more 
accessible, and since April this year, 266 ship voyages have received permission 
from Russia’s Northern Sea Route Administration to use the lane; in 2010, just four 
ships made the trip. But the main way to accomplish the trip safely has involved 
either bulking up with expensive iceberg protection, or hiring the service of Russian 
ice-breaking vessels. 

Raytheon, the Massachusetts-based defence contractor, says it has developed a 
new, less cumbersome way to make the voyage. For three years, it has been 
developing radar-, sonar- and-satellite-fed software called RAMP. The software 
analyses the various data feeds and, loaded into a ship’s navigation system, steers it 
around icebergs, finds otherwise little-known villages, and otherwise maps out a safe 
sea route. Until now, Raytheon has been testing out RAMP with the US military. But 
the company is targeting the growing Arctic traffic, arguing that RAMP is a cheaper 
way to avoiding the Arctic’s hazards than hiring icebreakers. “What you need is 
better eyes to see in a very austere environment,” Raytheon’s Tim Raglin told 
Quartz. 

Source: QUARTZ, 28 July 
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