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What Does China’s New Maritime Silk Road Mean for ASEAN? 

-- Karl Lee 

October is a month of significance for the Chinese diplomacy. While US President 
Barack Obama's cancellation of his Southeast Asian trip has diverted the media 
attention to the rising superpower's diplomatic manoeuvres in the region, the 
Chinese overtures in Indonesia and Malaysia on the days before the commencement 
of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) summit, is another raison détre for 
China's high visibility among local and international media, so to speak. 

During his visits to Indonesia and Malaysia, the Chinese delegation, headed by 
President Xi Jinping, pledged to foster comprehensive strategic partnerships with 
both countries and inked a wide array of important agreements with the two ASEAN 
member states. Apart from agreeing on five-year trade plans with Jakarta and Kuala 
Lumpur, the high-level visits saw Chinese corporate players signing several 
memoranda of understanding (MOUs) with local companies for collaborations in the 
areas such as industrial parks, currency swaps, aviation, and tourism. 

What surprised observers, however, was his proposal of re-building of the so-called 
"new maritime silk road" in Southeast Asia. In his speech delivered in the Indonesian 
parliament on Oct 3, the Chinese president made no reservation in echoing the 
Chinese plan to turn the centuries-old maritime passageways (the Straits of Malacca 
and the South China Sea) into one that would spur maritime connectivity in the 21st 
century. 

In order to support his proposal, Xi reiterated the Chinese government's readiness to 
fund ASEAN'S maritime-related projects through its new state investment arm, the 
China-ASEAN Maritime Cooperation Fund. While such an announcement was not 
new, it seemed China is now taking a much more proactive approach in this matter. 

While this is a positive development, there is still a lack of information on the fund 
itself. First, unlike the investment bank idea that has a clear focus in assisting 
ASEAN countries in the area of capacity-building (infrastructure provision), the 
maritime cooperation fund could be utilised for different capacity-building projects. 
From the limited information revealed by the Chinese side, it seemed Beijing is 
planning to invest in not just maritime infrastructure such as ports, ocean satellite 
and fishery technology, marine products manufacturing equipment, but also trying to 
establish capacity-building collaboration programmes in the security field, with 
maritime enforcement and disaster prevention being the two areas identified thus far. 

While the fund is expected to derive monetary returns for the projects involved, the 
inclusion of security-related programmes would pose the critical questions: How are 
we going to quantify the turnover from these programmes which in the first place, are 
not industry-driven but rather government-oriented? How would China define or 
justify its financial returns for these programmes? These are the questions that 
Beijing has to clarify to ASEAN countries. 
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Second, there is inadequate information on the government agencies handling the 
fund, the management profile of the maritime cooperation fund and the investment 
returns involved. While it is highly likely that the fund has yet to begin its operations, 
it would be helpful for the Chinese government to provide the latest updates on the 
fund's developments to all ASEAN countries. This in turn, would ensure all relevant 
government and private stakeholders in ASEAN member states acquired the most 
recent news regarding the maritime fund. 

Finally, there is a lack of a one-stop centre for which all the required information and 
advisory services regarding this fund could be disseminated to both public and 
private sectors. In this case, a good example is demonstrated by Anbound Malaysia. 

Being the strategic partner for China's older private equity fund, the China-ASEAN 
Investment Cooperation Fund (CAF), Anbound Malaysia is providing reading 
materials and advisory services to the Malaysian government and private players to 
utilise the fund for the country's national development and business projects. 

A similar model could be developed by Beijing in order to facilitate business pairing 
and negotiation initiatives between ASEAN and China's interested parties. 
Henceforth, the Chinese president's "new maritime silk road" vision, if implemented 
successfully, is bound to facilitate maritime connectivity within ASEAN as well as 
between the regional bloc and China. For ASEAN countries, this would be a great 
opportunity to expedite the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) by 2015. 

(Karl Lee is an analyst at the KL office of Anbound Research, the largest independent think 
tank in China.) 

Source: The Sunday Daily, 15 October 

Submarines Alone are not Enough Nuclear Deterrent 

-- Robert Spalding 

There are ten primary missions outlined in the Department of Defense’s 2012 
strategy guidance. Three of those missions require the Pentagon to maintain an 
effective deterrent to nuclear war that, the guidance says, “can under any 
circumstances confront an adversary with the prospect of unacceptable damage, 
both to deter potential adversaries and to assure US allies and other security 
partners that they can count on America’s security commitments.” 

The CATO Institute’s Christopher Preble and Matt Fay’s recent article “To Save the 
Submarines, Eliminate ICBMs and Bombers” is a policy recommendation that fails to 
meet DOD’s high standard for an effective nuclear deterrent. While they mention the 
submarine’s inherent survivability, power and accuracy, they neglect other aspects 
required of an effective deterrent force. The deterrent force must be survivable, 
affordable, flexible, visible, available, credible and provide stability. While each 
element of the triad comprises many of these attributes, no one leg has them all. 

Affordability is also a key component of nuclear deterrent forces. While the $60 
billion dollars quoted for the new nuclear-armed submarines seems daunting, it pales 

http://www.thesundaily.my/news/855643
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in comparison to the $400 billion for the Joint Strike Fighter, according to the 
Government Accountability Office. Moreover, the entire nuclear deterrence force 
represents only around $20 billion per year, according to Deputy Defense Secretary 
Ash Carter. ICBMs are the least expensive leg to maintain.  

Bombers still have a required conventional role, so making them non-nuclear nets 
only minor savings. Thus, even with the addition of new submarines, the nuclear 
deterrent force is incredibly affordable compared to the overall defence budget of 
$526 billion. 

The nuclear deterrent force must be credible. While the United States enjoys a 
technological advantage in submarine technology, there is no guarantee we will 
maintain it. The triad of submarines, ICBMs and bombers provides a hedge in the 
case of a technological breakthrough that renders any one system obsolete. It also 
provides insurance in the case of a systemic technological failure. 

A nation’s leaders must think twice about using nuclear weapons if they must strike 
another nation’s homeland. Submarines operating at sea do not evoke targeting 
concerns similar to an ICBM field in North Dakota. Submarines provide a viable 
second strike, but this also applies to ICBMs under any circumstance short of an all-
out strike from Russia. In addition, bombers can be survivable when dispersed. 

Submarines are inherently flexible, but fortunately, bombers and ICBMs share this 
trait. Bombers can be used for conventional operations and are forward deployed. 
ICBMs can be re-targeted almost immediately. 

Submarines are not visible. They are supposed to remain undetectable until they are 
needed. ICBM operations are invisible as well. The actions to retarget ICBMs or to 
bring them on/off alert, all happen behind the veil of a silo.  

Bombers are the only visible component of the triad. This makes them a vital 
component. No other leg can advertise American will better than the bomber. The 
bomber can fly a mission as a show of resolve as occurred during North Korea’s 
recent nuclear provocation. They can also go on alert, which can also be witnessed 
by adversaries. 

Deterrent forces also must be readily available. The ICBMs are the most available of 
the triad. They are always on alert at very low cost, allowing bombers to remain off 
alert for the majority of the time and for submarines to be swapped out or repaired 
when needed. 

Once the war in Afghanistan winds to its inevitable conclusion, phase 0 and 1 
(Shape the Environment; Deter the Enemy) operations must once again rise to the 
fore. The triad of submarines, ICBMs and bombers has all of the qualities required of 
an effective deterrent force. The affordability of the nuclear triad makes arguments 
against any one leg short-sighted. 

(Robert S. Spalding, III, is military fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations.) 

Source: Defence One, 16 October 

http://www.defenseone.com/ideas/2013/10/submarines-alone-are-not-enough-nuclear-deterrent/72032/
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China-ASEAN Joint Development Overshadowed by South China Sea 

-- Carl Thayer 

During Premier Li Keqiang’s visit to Southeast 
Asia earlier this month, Chinese press and 
media commentators went into overdrive in 
describing the major agreements that had been 
reached between China, Brunei and Vietnam to 
advance maritime cooperation and joint 
development.  

On October 13, for example, Xinhua urged 
other regional states to follow suit and “take up 

the magic wand of joint development.” Xinhua also reported a “breakthrough in 
bilateral cooperation” between Beijing and Hanoi. 

Hua Yiwen, identified as an expert on global issues, wrote in the People's Daily that 
Li “put forward three ‘breakthrough’ ideas to handle maritime disputes in a peaceful 
manner: controlling divergence, exploring joint development, and promoting maritime 
cooperation.” In the article, Hua also argued that members of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) who were not parties to the South China Sea 
dispute could draw on the China-ASEAN Cooperation Fund and “work together to 
build a 21st century maritime Silk Road.” 

Despite the hopeful picture that Chinese media outlets have portrayed, a closer look 
at the actual agreements reached between Li and his regional counterparts suggests 
that these press claims were actually greatly exaggerated. 

One example comes from last April, when the Sultan of Brunei, Hassanal Bolkiah, 
visited China. After formal discussions with Chinese President Xi Jinping the two 
leaders issued a Joint Statement supporting bilateral exploration and exploitation of 
offshore oil and gas resources by their respective oil companies.  

These joint activities were to be undertaken “on the basis of the principle of mutual 
respect, equality and mutual benefit. The relevant cooperation will not affect the 
respective maritime rights and interests of the two countries.” 

On October 11, the aforementioned Joint Statement stated that both sides “agreed to 
enhance maritime cooperation to promote joint development” and they welcomed the 
agreement signed by the China National Offshore Oil Company (CNOOC) and 
Brunei National Petroleum Company Sendirian Berhad (Petroleum BRUNEI) on 
setting up a joint venture. Xinhua described the development as “a pioneering 
move.”  

In fact, the overhyped agreement was actually a much more modest one that only 
involved setting up a joint venture to provide oil field services. 

In October 2011, China and Vietnam reached an Agreement on Basic Principles 
Guiding the Settlement of Maritime Issues. The two agreed to deal with the easy 
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issues first and address the difficult issues later. Priority was placed on speeding up 
the demarcation of waters outside the Gulf of Tonkin and, once this was 
accomplished, they would commence discussions on “co-operation for mutual 
development” in these waters. The Basic Principles called for China and Vietnam to 
undertake cooperation in less-sensitive fields such an environmental protection, 
marine scientific research, search and rescue at sea, and mitigation of damage 
caused by natural disasters. 

Additionally, during Li’s visit to Vietnam this month, he and his Vietnamese 
counterpart, Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung, agreed to formally establish three 
working groups on maritime cooperation, onshore cooperation, and financial 
cooperation. The maritime working group is to be set up within the existing joint 
Governmental Negotiation Team on Vietnam-China Boundary and Territory. 

An official spokesperson for China’s Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated on 
October 14 that the “decision to establish a maritime cooperation work group… 
demonstrates the two countries’ ability to solve the disputes in the South China Sea, 
which is the only problem left affecting the bilateral relationship.” 

Chinese press and media commentators have interpreted references to maritime 
cooperation in the leaders’ statement as a “breakthrough” involving joint 
development in the waters outside the Gulf of Tonkin. Commentator Hua Yiwen 
enthused that this would lead to “further development in a wider range of waters.” 

The 2011 China-Vietnam Basic Principles were published separately in Chinese and 
Vietnamese, which has led to ambiguity in their translation into English. For example, 
Vietnam uses the expression “cooperation for mutual development” rather than “joint 
development.”  

Vietnam has not agreed to cut a separate deal with China at the expense of other 
claimants. Point 3 of the 2011, basic Principles states clearly, “disputes relating to 
other countries shall be settled through negotiations with other concerned parties.” 

There can be no question that Li’s visit to Vietnam served to keep bilateral relations 
on an upward trajectory. But claims of a major breakthrough appear premature, 
regardless of what Chinese media commentators may claim.  

Li and Dung agreed to “kick-start a joint survey in the waters off the mouth of the 
Tonkin Gulf” as well as to undertake joint cooperation in maritime environmental 
protection in the Gulf of Tonkin and conduct a survey of Holocene-era sediments in 
the Red River and Yangtze Deltas. 

Duong Danh Dy, former Vietnamese Consul General in Guangzhou, China offered 
his assessment, "It’s just diplomatic rhetoric. Vietnamese and Chinese interests over 
the South China Sea are like fire and water.” 

(Carl Thayer is Emeritus Professor at the University of New South Wales and Director of 
Thayer Consultancy.) 

Source: The Diplomat, 25 October 

http://thediplomat.com/flashpoints-blog/2013/10/25/china-asean-joint-development-overshadowed-by-south-china-sea/
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Refurbished INS Vikramaditya to Join Indian Navy in January 2014 

Indian Navy will soon have its second aircraft 
carrier warship by January 2014. The Russian 
aircraft carrier Admiral Gorshkov, renamed as 
Indian Naval Ship (INS) Vikramaditya, will be 
joining the Indian fleet after a delay of five 
years. "It will be accepted by the Defence 
Minister on November 16.  

On November 30, the ship will leave our 
waters for India," Russia's Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry Rogozin said during a 
meeting with his ministers, reported Voice of Russia. India's Defence Minister AK 
Antony is scheduled to visit Russia on November 15-17, 2013. India and Russia 
signed a 4,500 crore deal in 2004 and the war ship was sent to Sevmash shipyard in 
Severodvinsk port city in northern Russia for refurbishing. The deal was later revised 
to 13,000 crore in 2010. According to the initial plans, the 45,000-tonne Kiev class 
warship was scheduled to be delivered in 2008 and was later pushed to December 
2012. During sea trials, it was found that the boilers of the warship were not fully 
functional and had to be fixed.   

Source: International Business Times, 15 October 

INS Sunayna Commissioned 

INS Sunayna, the second of the Naval Offshore Patrol Vessel class of ship, was 
commissioned by Vice Admiral Satish Soni, Flag Officer Commanding in Chief 
Southern Naval Command. The vessel, to be based here under Southern Naval 
Command, has been built at the Goa Shipyard Limited and will meet the increasing 
ocean surveillance and patrolling requirements of the Indian Navy. The warship is 
designed to undertake fleet support operations, coastal and offshore patrolling, 
ocean surveillance and monitoring of Sea Lines of Communications and offshore 
assets and escort duties. Speaking on the occasion, Vice Admiral Soni said the 
shipbuilding process continues to be one of the most challenging tasks starting from 
design to integration of diverse equipment, prior final setting to work and delivery of a 
seaworthy combat platform.  

Two diesel engines propel INS Sunayna and enable it to achieve speeds in excess 
of 25 knots. The ship also has an automatic power management system and is fitted 
with the latest Navigation, Communication and Electronic Support Systems. INS 
Sunayna can also carry a helicopter. Commander Aftab Ahmed Khan, the 
Commanding Officer of the ship leads a crew of 8 officers and 108 sailors. Later 
speaking to reporters, the Vice Admiral said the ship was ready to fight piracy. 'We 
see deployment of Sunayna in the Gulf of Eden in the near future', he said. 

Source: The New Indian Express, 15 October 

http://www.ibtimes.co.in/articles/513946/20131015/ins-vikramaditya-indian-navy-january-2014.htm
http://newindianexpress.com/nation/INS-Sunayna-commissioned/2013/10/15/article1836817.ece
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Vikramaditya to Leave For India on Nov 30 – Rogozin 

A Russian-built aircraft carrier refitted for the Indian Navy will finally leave for India 
on November 30, Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry Rogozin said, following an overhaul 
that is years late, and cost over twice the original budgeted price. The carrier 
Vikramaditya, which is now five years past its original 2008 delivery date, was 
supposed to have been handed over to India in December 2012 after the contract 
was renegotiated, but had to undergo additional repairs after last year’s sea trials 
revealed that the vessel's boilers were not fully functional due to problems with their 
insulation. “The problems revealed during sea trials last year have been fixed,” 
Rogozin, who oversees Russia’s defence and space industries, said at a meeting 
with Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev. “The ship is ready a month ahead of the 
handover ceremony and will leave our territorial waters on November 30,” Rogozin 
said. 

Russian arms exports monopoly Rosoboronexport said in September that the 
Vikramaditya will be handed over to India on November 15 and was expected arrive 
at the Indian naval base at the port of Mumbai by February. The warship, previously 
known as the Admiral Gorshkov, is a Project 1143.4 or modified Kiev class aircraft 
carrier commissioned by the Soviet Navy in 1987 and decommissioned in 1996 after 
cuts to the Russian Navy fleet. The refit of the ship has lurched from one crisis to 
another since India and Russia signed a $947 million deal in 2004 for its purchase 
and refit according to the Times of India. Delivery has been delayed three times, 
pushing up the cost of refurbishing the vessel to $2.3 billion, sparking acrimony 
between Moscow and New Delhi over the contract. The Indian Navy has already 
taken delivery of some of the carrier's MiG-29K naval fighter aircraft, that were 
completed before their parent ship was ready for sea. 

Source: Russia and India Report, 15 October 

Indo-South Korean Defence Ties Deepen with Minesweeper Purchase 

India’s Defence Ministry has decided to award a US $1.2 billion contract to Kangnam 
Corp. for eight mine-countermeasure vessels in India’s first big-ticket defence 
program with South Korea. The deal has been cleared ahead of Indian Defence 
Minister A.K. Antony’s planned visit to Seoul later this year, and will help boost 
defence ties with South Korea, an Indian MoD official said. The finalisation of the 
contract was delayed after Italy’s Inter-marine, which was competing for the contract, 
approached India’s anti-fraud agency, the Central Vigilance Commission (CVC), with 
issues related to the transparency of the procurement. The CVC cleared the 
purchase last year, but the MoD has since dragged its feet in deciding to award the 
contract, the source said. India is reaching out to friendly nations in the region, 
including Japan and South Korea, as part of its Look East policy in a bid to contain 
the rising influence of China, said defence analyst Mahindra Singh. 

The Indian Navy is likely to give additional orders to the South Korean company for 
the countermine ships, since the service has a requirement for more than 24 
minesweepers, a MoD source said. The Indian Navy operates 12 aging Pondicherry 
and Karwar-class minesweepers. The purchase of the new countermine ships is part 
of a long-term plan to acquire vessels for littoral warfare, including large landing 

http://indrus.in/news/2013/10/15/vikramaditya_to_leave_for_india_november_30_rogozin_30161.html
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platform decks, fast attack craft and advanced offshore patrol vessels. In 2008, India 
sent bids for the countermine ships to Kangnam, Inter-marine, Northrop Grumman, 
Izhar of Spain and DCN International of France. The Navy has wanted new 
minesweepers for more than 13 years, but delays in procurement due to 
bureaucratic red tape have been holding back the order.  

According to the deal, the first two minesweepers will be constructed at Pusan, 
South Korea, and the remaining six will be built at the Goa Shipyard through 
technology transfers. South Korea has become a big-ticket supplier of weapons to 
India — along with Russia, Israel, the United States and France — and is 
aggressively tapping India’s $100 billion weapons market. Samsung has jointly 
developed a howitzer gun with Indian private-sector company Larsen & Toubro, and 
it is likely to put up a tough fight against Russia’s Rosoboronexport in the quest to 
supply 155mm/52-caliber tracked guns. The Larsen & Toubro-Samsung team is 
competing with Rosoboronexport, and with state-owned Bharat Earth Movers Ltd. 
(BEML), which has partnered with Slovakian company Konstrukha.  

The Indian Army wants to buy 100 tracked guns valued at more than $750 million. 
The tender, issued in 2011, was a rebid of a 2007 tender, which went to India’s Tata 
Power SED, Larsen & Toubro, BEML and Rosoboronexport. South Korean firm 
Doosan has also been given a tender this year for the purchase of 104 self-propelled 
gun missile systems to replace aging Russian Kvadrat systems. Indo-South Korean 
defence ties began in 2005, when the two countries signed a memorandum of 
understanding on defence logistics and supplies. In 2007, the defence ministers of 
the two countries met to hash out a defence cooperation plan, which was followed in 
2010 by the signing of a declaration of strategic partnership. 

Source: Defence News, 15 October 

German Naval Defence Firm Eyes India's Growing Market 

A leading German naval defence firm is eying India's booming market with its latest 
weapons, equipment and combat systems at a time when the Indian Navy is looking 
to shore up its resources. Atlas Elektronik, which opened its Indian subsidiary this 
year to target the country's growing defence market, showcased its latest torpedo, 
SeaHake mod4 ER, as among the fastest and most effective heavy weapons which 
could be used by the navy to boost its firepower. It has a proven speed of well in 
excess of 50 knots and a range of 140 km and is also the safest, Atlas Electronic 
India CEO Khalil Rahman said. He said technology is much safer than the high-test- 
peroxide (HTP) oxygenised propellant and thermodynamically driven Russian anti-
surface torpedoes in the Kilo class submarines, which are used by India, and the 
safety advantages with their torpedoes are tremendous.  

"It’s safe electrical propulsion system not only offers tactically equivalent speed in 
comparison to the dangerous thermodynamically driven torpedoes but also markedly 
superior range, all while generating far less noise," he said. The company had 
supplied SUT torpedoes for Indian Navy's four Shishumar Class submarines in 
1980s which it has been now contracted for lifetime extension. Navy is hunting for 
heavy torpedoes and though it had reportedly come close to choosing Black Shark, 
which is made by Italian company WASS, for French submarine Scorpene, it has not 

http://www.defensenews.com/article/20131015/DEFREG03/310150015/Indo-S-Korean-Defense-Ties-Deepen-Minesweeper-Purchase
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taken any decision yet. Atlas had also competed for the deal. Atlas Elektronik is the 
only company, it claims, which owns intellectual rights over all components of 
torpedo manufacturing. "The inherent stealth and quietness of the electrically 
propelled torpedo also offers obvious tactical advantages over the loud 
thermodynamically propelled torpedoes," he said. Equipment which the company is 
keen on selling to India is ASW (Anti-Submarine Warfare) Sonars. 

Source: Business Standard, 16 October 

China, Vietnam Pledge to Boost Maritime Cooperation 

China and Vietnam have agreed 
to boost maritime cooperation in 
the disputed South China Sea. At 
the conclusion of a visit to Vietnam 
by Chinese Prime Minister Li 
Keqiang, the two sides released a 
joint statement pledging to find a 
solution to their disputes through 
negotiation and consultation.  

They also agreed to establish a 
maritime work group for joint 

development at sea within the framework of existing bilateral border talks. Vietnam’s 
former consul general to Guangzhou, China, Duong Danh Dy, said Vietnamese 
Service that China seemed to soften its stance in dealing with Vietnam during Prime 
Minister Li's visit. "China is currently isolated due to its territorial disputes with other 
countries like Japan over the East China Sea and Philippines and Vietnam over the 
South China Sea," Dy said.  

"Facing fierce resistance from nations involved, China wants to show that it is not an 
aggressive country that pursues expansionism." But the former diplomat said the 
statement of strengthening cooperation between the two countries over territorial 
disputes does not carry any real substance. 

"It’s just diplomatic rhetoric," he added. "Vietnamese and Chinese interests over the 
South China Sea are like fire and water. Both countries claim sovereignty over the 
disputed islands in the area. The Chinese government has a long-term expansionist 
goal and it is willing to wait for an opportunity in 10, 20, 30 or even 100 years. It 
would not give up the South China Sea unless China is weakened."  

China has territorial disputes in the South China Sea with Vietnam, Brunei, Malaysia 
and the Philippines, all members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, or 
ASEAN. China is working with ASEAN on a long-delayed, legally binding Code of 
Conduct to manage the maritime tensions, but Beijing is reluctant to discuss the 
disputes at multilateral forums such as ASEAN. It instead prefers dealing with each 
country individually, giving it a much stronger position in any negotiations. 

Source: Voice of America, 16 October 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/german-naval-defence-firm-eyes-india-s-growing-market-113101600531_1.html
http://www.voanews.com/content/china-vietnam-pledge-to-boost-maritime-cooperation/1771010.html
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Maritime Piracy Falls to Lowest Level in 7 Years, Reports IMB 

The International Chamber of 
Commerce’s International 
Maritime Bureau (IMB) has 
revealed that piracy on the 
world’s seas is at its lowest third-
quarter level since 2006, but 
warns of the threat of continuing 
violent attacks off the East and 
West coasts of Africa. The latest 
IMB Piracy Report shows 188 
piracy incidents in the first nine 
months of 2013, down from 233 
for the same period last year. 
Hostage-taking has also fallen 

markedly, with 266 people taken hostage this year, compared with 458 in the first 
three quarters of 2012. In the first nine months of 2013, IMB’s global figures show 
pirates hijacked 10 vessels, fired at 17, and boarded 140. A further 21 attacks were 
thwarted. In total 266 crew were taken hostage and 34 kidnapped. One seafarer was 
killed, twenty were injured, and one is reported missing. 

IMB Director Pottengal Mukundan urged caution: “Although the number of attacks is 
down overall, the threat of attacks remains, particularly in the waters off Somalia and 
in the Gulf of Guinea. It is vital that ship masters continue to be vigilant as they 
transit these waters.” Attacks in seas around Somalia continued to fall dramatically, 
with just 10 incidents attributed to Somali pirates this year, down from 70 in the same 
nine months of 2012. IMB attributes this improvement to the actions of naval forces 
engaged in anti-piracy operations, security teams on board vessels, ships complying 
with the industry’s best management practices, and the stabilising influence of the 
Central Government of Somalia. “The vital role of the navies off the coast of Somalia 
should not be underestimated. Their presence ensures that pirates do not operate 
with the impunity they did before,” said Captain Mukundan. 

As monsoons subside in NW Indian Ocean the weather will become more conducive 
for small pirate skiffs to operate again. As of 30 September 2013, suspected Somali 
pirates held two vessels for ransom with 15 crewmembers on board. In addition, 49 
kidnapped crewmembers are held on land, 37 of whom have been held for over two 
years. With fewer attacks off Somalia, attention has moved to the Gulf of Guinea, a 
hot spot for violent piracy and ship hijacking for many years. The region recorded 
more than 40 piracy attacks in the first three quarters of 2013, with 132, crew taken 
hostage and seven vessels hijacked – six tankers and an offshore supply vessel. 
The Gulf of Guinea accounted for all crew kidnappings worldwide, 32 of them off 
Nigeria, and two off Togo. 

Nigeria, the main source of piracy in the region accounted for 29 piracy incidents, 
including two hijackings, 11 ships boarded, 13 vessels fired upon and three 
attempted attacks. Pirates often heavily armed and violent, are targeting vessels and 
their crews along the coast, rivers, anchorages, ports and surrounding waters. In 
many cases, they ransack the vessels and steal the cargo, usually gas oil. 
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Coordinated patrols by Benin and Nigerian Authorities have helped reduce attacks in 
parts of the Gulf of Guinea. However, IMB warns that pirates move around the region 
if left unchecked, citing the hijacking of a tanker off Port Gentil, Gabon in July 2013, 
by suspected Nigerian pirates. Elsewhere in the world, one area of rising armed 
robbery attacks is Indonesia. Here, IMB recorded 68 low-level attacks to vessels, 
nearly all at anchor. Robbers boarding the vessels were usually armed with knives or 
machetes. Detailing the most attacked anchorages in its piracy report. IMB calls for 
increased patrols, and warns ships to stay alert in these waters. 

Source: The Maritime Executive, 17 October 

2nd Nuclear Submarine Lease Likely to be 'X factor' in Indo-Russian Summit 

At least half a dozen bilateral agreements in 
spheres like energy, biotechnology, metrology 
and technical regulations, and a big ticket deal 
on an undisclosed subject, are expected to be 
signed at the 14th Indo-Russian annual summit 
in Moscow on October 21, key Indian officials 
involved in the negotiations (which are still 
going on) said. However the X factor that is 
likely to dominate the summit and the strategic 
outcome, whether announced or 

unannounced, is Russia agreeing to lease second nuclear submarine to India. India 
has been looking to take a second nuclear submarine on lease from Russia and 
talks are believed to have progressed well. The two sides are keeping budget-level 
secrecy on this subject. The issue is likely to dominate discussions between Singh 
and Putin during a restricted meeting where the two principals meet with select 
aides. Normally, sensitive subjects like nuclear submarines are not announced 
formally. It is yet to be seen whether the subject will find a mention in the Joint 
Statement to be released after the visit but a broad framework on defence and 
scientific cooperation is likely to be unveiled after the talks.  

The only nuclear submarine with the Indian Navy currently, INS Chakra, has also 
been taken on lease from Russia. The boat joined active service in the Indian Navy 
in April 2012. The ten-year lease has cost India almost a billion dollars. The Indian 
Navy personnel are quite satisfied with the leased nuclear submarine as the 80-
personnel capacity boat can remain under water as long as human endurance 
allows. Another operational advantage of the boat is that its noise level is virtually 
zero which enhances its stealth qualities. The second nuclear submarine lease is 
likely to cost considerably more. Indian Foreign Secretary Sujatha Singh is 
scheduled to hold a press conference on Manmohan Singh’s visit to Russia and 
China during which she would inevitably be asked questions about the second 
nuclear submarine lease plans. 

Defence ties 

Government-to-government route, comparable to the American Foreign Military 
Supplies (FMS) programme, is being actively considered to repair the strains in Indo-
Russian defence relations from the Russian viewpoint. Russia has been complaining 

http://www.maritime-executive.com/article/Maritime-Piracy-Falls-to-Lowest-Level-in-7-Years-Reports-IMB-2013-10-17/
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to India for losing out on several defence deals over the past two years largely 
because of India’s radically changed Defence Procurement Policy (DPP) which puts 
greater emphasis on indigenisation. But despite some recent setbacks, Russia still 
tops the list of foreign defence suppliers, having secured orders worth $16 billion in 
orders during the three-year period of April 1, 2010 to March 31, 2013. This amounts 
to almost 40 per cent of the Indian defence imports in this period which totalled $38 
billion. Currently Russian arms factories are working on cumulative Indian orders 
worth $20 billion, enough to keep them busy for years. 

Energy, trade, investment issues 

The October 21 summit will be dominated by energy, trade and investment issues. 
On the energy front, Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant’s 3rd and 4th units and Indian 
concerns about ONGC’s loss-making investment in Imperial Energy which is 
engaged in mineral extraction in western Siberia would be the main talking points at 
the summit, officials said. It is a work in progress on the tricky issue of KNPP 3 and 4 
and no agreements are likely to be signed during the summit. The matter is currently 
at the technical talk’s stage. The two sides’ prime focus will be on giving a much-
needed impetus to the bilateral trade, currently at a below-par $11 billion with a 
target of taking it to $20 billion by 2015. The leaders will be tightening bolts and 
screws of a mechanism of deepening cooperation in multiple and diverse sectors 
such as information technology, fertilisers, infrastructure and aviation. The two 
leaders are likely to discuss the idea of Russians producing passenger aircraft SSJ-
100 and Irkut in India for India to keep the cost of production considerably lower. 
Again, an agreement is unlikely to be signed during the summit in this context 
because the matter is being discussed by technical experts from the two sides. 
Fertiliser sector is another highly important area that promises rich returns as Russia 
is a leading producer and India a major importer of the commodity. The two sides are 
likely to agree to intensify their cooperation in this area which can give billions of 
dollars to Russia in the long run. 

Source: Russia and India Report, 17 October 

Time to Beef up Security along India’s Coastline 

The presence of MV Seaman Guard Ohio, the US vessel that by self-admission was 
functioning as a floating armoury for merchant vessels in Indian territorial waters for 
45 days, raises grave security concerns ahead of the fifth anniversary of the 26/11 
Mumbai attack. While the ship was supposedly clean when it berthed at Kochi on 
August 23, the vessel was found to be carrying a large cache of arms when it was 
detained by the Indian coast guard off Thoothukudi coast. It is either a fact that the 
inspections carried out in Kochi was a sham or arms were freely loaded in Indian 
waters before the vessel reached Thoothukudi. Either way it poses serious questions 
about our coastline’s porosity. Immediately after it became evident that the Pakistani 
terrorists who laid siege to Mumbai could sail into India virtually unchecked there 
was much hue and cry about putting in place a security blanket that could cover 
major cities along the country’s 7,600km coastline. The Indian Navy was expected to 
play a major role in laying down an SOP post-26/11.  

http://indrus.in/economics/2013/10/17/2nd_nuclear_submarine_lease_likely_highlight_of_indo-russian_summit_30205.html
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But incidents of ships drifting into the country’s territorial waters undetected blow 
holes in the effectiveness of the SOPs, if any. The periodic defence drills have failed 
to emerge beyond drills. Apart from navy, coast guard, customs, marine 
enforcement, MARCOS are all involved in the country’s coastal surveillance, but 
none of them are known to have a single comprehensive coastal security plan to fall 
back on. Add to that the critical co-ordination aspect that remains absent and our 
woes brim over. Five years on, it seems India has learnt no significant lessons—the 
fact that no terror attack has come visiting the country through the sea is only 
because the perpetrators have not planned such an attack. India will have to pay 
dearly for its complacency as there may be more Kasabs waiting to be shipped out 
into our “friendly” waters which insist on giving a free run to vessels like MV Seaman 
Guard Ohio. It is high time for all the arms of law enforcement agencies to secure 
India’s coastline. 

Source: The New Indian Express, 18 October 

China's 'Maritime Silk Road' Linking Southeast Asia Faces a Rocky Birth 

Armed with a plethora of trade deals and 
investment funds, Beijing's vision of reviving 
the "maritime silk road" with Southeast Asia 
has caught the imagination of policymakers 
and observers in the region. Experts say 
China's neighbours welcomes closer 
economic ties. But doubts about Beijing's 
intentions - and whether strings may be 
attached to the project - appear to be 
making some reluctant to embrace the vision 

of political and security co-operation with China over maritime issues. While no 
concrete details are available on how the modern "maritime silk road" will be forged, 
many expect a web of trade links and better connectivity between ports and maritime 
co-operation. Analysts say the initiatives could further enhance economic ties 
between China and Southeast Asia. The revival of the maritime Silk Road was 
proposed by President Xi Jinping and Premier Li Keqiang during their visits to the 
region. It is seen as part of China's charm offensive to sidestep lingering tensions 
over the South China Sea and to counter the United States' rebalancing of economic 
and security commitments towards Asia, known as the "pivot". 

Recalling the historic sea trade route that linked China with the world in the 15th 
century, the vision of a new maritime silk road signals a systematic approach to 
expanding China's economic, political and security clout in the region. "The maritime 
silk road is more of a symbolic concept," said Yang Baoyun, a professor of 
international relations at Peking University. Yang said while the concept still needed 
fleshing out, enhancing trade and economic co-operation between China and the 
region could ease tensions over territorial disputes. A key dimension of China's new 
approach is its push for maritime co-operation, which could include projects from 
fisheries and maritime technology to navigational safety and search and rescue. But 
lingering political mistrust towards Beijing and unwillingness to compromise on 
territorial disputes remain the biggest challenges. 

http://newindianexpress.com/editorials/Time-to-beef-up-security-along-India%E2%80%99s-coastline/2013/10/18/article1841066.ece
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Many analysts consider the China-ASEAN Maritime Co-operation Fund - set up at 
the peak of the South China Sea tensions in late 2011 - to be part of the Silk Road 
initiative. Both Xi and Li in their speeches called on members of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations to "make better use" of the fund. But the 3 billion Yuan 
(HK$3.8 billion) fund has faced reservations from ASEAN due to political mistrust, 
according to one Chinese scholar. "They think China is too assertive in protecting its 
sovereignty and using the fund might compromise their interests," the scholar said. 
Professor Aileen Baviera, of the University of Philippines, says many ASEAN 
countries are reluctant to draw on the fund as they fear there would be political 
strings attached. Kusnanto Anggoro, a lecturer at the Indonesian Defence University, 
says conflicting interests are a key reason why ASEAN countries held back from 
using the fund. 

While China prefers to focus on non-sensitive dimensions such as preserving 
biodiversity, ASEAN prefers trickier projects such as joint law enforcement patrols 
and navigational safety. "And the Chinese are not very good at following up and 
implementation," he says. Karl Lee, a Malaysia-based researcher with the Anbound 
Research Centre, agrees. He says ASEAN is still clueless on how to use the 
Maritime Co-operation Fund almost two years after it was set up. "Apart from the 
notice circulated among government agencies, so far China has only released a list 
of potential areas of co-operation," he says. He adds that the list has only been 
released on a Chinese website. On the economic front, though, experts say ASEAN 
is keen for further integration with China. Xu Liping, an expert on Southeast Asia with 
the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, said one likely project would improve links 
between Chinese and Southeast Asian ports. "One way to do this is to build 
industrial parks in South East Asian countries' ports," he said. Lee cited Malaysia's 
Kuantan port as one possible pilot project under the initiative. It has been reported 
that the port, which faces the South China Sea, is undergoing expansion to double 
its capacity. China's state-owned Guangxi Beibu Gulf International Port Group is 
expected to buy a 40 per cent stake in it next year. 

Source: South China Sea Morning Post, 18 October 

Indian Navy Organises Ninth Edition of Bilateral Exercise 

The Indian Navy undertakes an annual bilateral exercise named KONKAN with the 
Royal Navy. The KONKAN series of bilateral exercises commenced in 2004 and 
eight such exercises have been conducted till date. These exercises provide an 
opportunity to both the navies to work together at sea and in harbour to build 
interoperability and to share best practices among the crew. The defence 
spokesperson said it is a vital element towards consolidating partnership and 
cooperation between the two navies. "KONKAN-13 is the ninth edition in Konkan 
series which started on October 14 and will end on October 19 off the west coast of 
India," said the official. 

The exercise will have a harbour phase at Goa, followed by exercises at sea. The 
harbour phase would involve professional discussions, interactions and social 
functions. The sea phase would involve exercises in the various surface and air 
dimensions of maritime operations. The Indian Navy will be represented by INS 
Delhi, an indigenous built destroyer with integral Chetak helicopter; and a shore-

http://www.scmp.com/news/china/article/1334803/chinas-maritime-silk-road-linking-southeast-asia-faces-rocky-birth
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based aircraft. The Royal Navy would be represented by HMS Westminster, a Type 
23 Frigate. INS Delhi is commanded by Captain Sandeep Mehta and HMS 
Westminster is being commanded by Captain Hugh Beard. The thrust of the 
exercise, this year, would be on asymmetric operations, anti-air warfare and Visit 
Board Search and Seizure (VBSS) exercises. The cooperation between the two 
navies is a positive and tangible symbol of commitment in ensuring a positive climate 
for maritime security and economic development. Such exercises between the two 
navies manifest growing friendship between the two nations, with an aim to maintain 
peace and stability in the Indian Ocean region. 

Source: The Times of India, 18 October 

Future is Cloudy for Russian Carrier Aviation 

The future of the Russian navy aircraft 
carrier component is in doubt after the 
Russian defence ministry decided to have 
its nuclear-powered guided missile cruiser, 
the Admiral Nakhimov, rather than its 
aircraft carrier Admiral Kuznetsov, repaired 
and refitted at Sevmash, the nation’s 
largest dockyard. Sevmash had considered 
taking either the Nakhimov or the 
Kuznetsov for extended work after its 
facilities in the port city of Severodvinsk, 

including a large dry dock, became available following the conversion of the Kiev-
class carrier Admiral Gorshkov into the INS Vikramaditya for the Indian navy. Top 
Russian and Indian officials are expected to participate in a departure ceremony for 
the Vikramaditya in mid-November. After some studies, Sevmash expressed a 
preference for repairing the Nakhimov, a decision supported by the defence ministry, 
which is expected to issue an order for the work after the Vikramaditya is formally 
handed over to the Indian navy. By volume and complexity, the work to be done on 
the modernisation and refit of the Nakhimov will be close to that done on the 
Gorshkov/Vikramaditya. 

Meanwhile, the condition of the Admiral Kuznetsov has been gradually deteriorating 
following a major, four-year-long repair completed in 2004, due to a lack of high-
quality repair facilities at Severomorsk, near Murmansk, where the ship is based. 
With Sevmash working at capacity on submarines and eventually the Nakhimov, only 
the Baltic Shipyard in St. Petersburg is capable of building or refitting the largest 
capital ships. But the Baltic Sea region’s status as a nuclear weapon-free zone has 
complicated prospects for repairing the Kuznetsov. The Kuznetsov carries Sukhoi 
Su-33 single-seat interceptors and Su-25UTG two-seat subsonic trainers with limited 
land-strike capability, as well as Kamov Ka-27/29 helicopters. The ship’s advertised 
capacity is 50 fixed-wing and rotary-wing aircraft, but the Russian navy does not 
make public the exact numbers of aircraft on board the ship. The number of Su-33s 
is estimated to fall between 15 and 20. Last year, the defence ministry placed an 
order for 24 MiG-29K/KUBs to supplement and eventually replace in-service Su-33s. 
As it stands, the long-needed modernization and refit of the Kuznetsov will either be 
postponed again or may never happen. A next-generation carrier of similar 

http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-10-18/mumbai/43176814_1_royal-navy-exercises-harbour-phase
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displacement (55,000 to 60,000 tons) under development by the Nevskoye Design 
Bureau could take the ship’s place. However, the Kremlin has not decided whether 
such a ship will be constructed. 

Source: AIN Online, 18 October 

Ship Embroiled in Guyana-Venezuela Maritime Dispute Released 

The Houston Company that chartered the oil research ship seized by Venezuela's 
navy in disputed waters says the vessel and its crew have been released. Anadarko 
Petroleum Corp. spokesman John Christiansen said the Panamanian-flagged Teknik 
Perdana departed from its anchorage off Venezuela's Margarita Island. He did not 
say where it was headed. Five Americans and a number of Russians and 
Indonesians are among the 36 crew members. Christiansen said all were treated 
well by the Venezuelans. Earlier, Venezuela and Guyana said they agreed to talks 
on the decades-long border dispute that prompted the detention in disputed waters. 
Diplomats from both countries met in Trinidad on the matter. The ship's Ukrainian 
captain was charged with violating Venezuela's exclusive economic zone but allowed 
to leave with the rest of the crew. 

Source: TribTown, 19 October 

India Likely to Take Second Nuclear Submarine from Russia on Lease 

Faced with a depleting fleet of submarines, India 
is expected to acquire on lease a nuclear 
submarine from Russia, a deal for which may be 
finalised during Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh's visit. The move to acquire the second 
nuclear submarine from Russia comes two 
months after the Navy's frontline Russian- origin 
Kilo Class INS Sindhurakshak submarine sank at 
the Mumbai harbour after an explosion 
suspected to have occurred in its torpedo 

section. A proposal in this regard was approved by the Cabinet Committee on 
Security headed by the Prime Minister in its recent meeting. The deal is expected to 
cost India more than Rs 6,000 crore, highly-placed government sources told PTI. 

The Indian Navy is already operating one Akula II Class nuclear submarine--Nerpa. 
The over 8,000-tonne warship was inducted in April last year at the Visakhapatnam-
based Eastern Naval Command and renamed 'INS Chakra'. Under the project, India 
is planning to finance the construction of an old Akula Class submarine 'Irbis' in 
Russia, which could not be completed during the 1990s due to the lack of funds after 
the break-up of the erstwhile USSR. The two countries have been holding 
negotiations in this regard for quite some time and they were concluded recently. 
The construction of the submarine is expected to take at least three to four years. 
India's submarine fleet, which is getting old, suffered a huge blow after the sinking of 
the INS Sindhurakshak at the Mumbai harbour, killing all the 18 people on-board. 

Source: The Economic Times, 20 October 

http://www.ainonline.com/aviation-news/ain-defense-perspective/2013-10-18/future-cloudy-russian-carrier-aviation
http://www.tribtown.com/view/story/1821fe0d75874e9b96b89b14821c3974/LT--Guyana-Venezuela-Ship-Detained
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2013-10-20/news/43221480_1_akula-ii-class-submarine-mumbai-harbour
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Suspected Pirates Caught in Joint Naval Operation 

A counter-piracy task force commanded by a 
Royal Navy officer has caught a group of 
Somalis believed responsible for two attacks in 
the Indian Ocean. Pirates had exchanged 
gunfire with a super tanker on 11 October before 
attacking a Spanish fishing vessel three days 
later. Combined Maritime Forces (CMF) traced 
the pirates' skiffs from Britain's Royal Fleet 

Auxiliary Fort Victoria. Nine men were caught and forces later destroyed two boats 
and equipment. Commodore Jeremy Blunden, Royal Navy, Commander of CTF-151, 
said: "This is an excellent result. “My multinational counter piracy forces swiftly 
located and dealt with this Somali pirate group, sending a clear message that piracy 
no longer pays." Combined Task Force (CTF) 151, as the group is known, embarked 
on board RFA Fort Victoria with support from Australian guided-missile frigate HMAS 
Melbourne and South Korean destroyer ROKS Wang Geon. The European Union 
flagship Dutch HNLMS Johan de Witt - flagship of the EU naval force in the area - 
and maritime patrol aircraft from Luxembourg were also part of the mission. 

HMAS Melbourne's boarding team 
approach a group of suspected pirates 
after tracing them 500 nautical miles from 
the Somali coast 

 

 

 

With the suspected pirates captured, and 
their skiffs searched, a Seahawk 
helicopter fires on and destroys the 
cleared boats 

 

 

 

After searching the boats and removing the 
suspected pirates CTF forces destroyed 
the skiffs 
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After tracing the pirates a HMAS Melbourne Seahawk guided the warship to their 
precise location, 500 nautical miles off the Somali coast, before a boarding team 
made the final approach to search the skiffs. Commander Brian Schlegel, Royal 
Australian Navy, commanded HMAS Melbourne during the operation. He said: "It is 
clear that there are still pirates out there determined to generate income from taking 
merchant ships hostage. “Mariners have been served a timely reminder of the perils 
of transiting the Somali coastline." CMF is a multinational naval partnership with 29 
nation members. Its aim is to promote security, stability and prosperity across 2.5 
million square miles of international waters. 

Source: BBC, 20 October 

India, Russia to Boost Defence Ties 

Describing their defence relations as “a 
crucial element of the strategic 
partnership,” India and Russia vowed to 
enhance cooperation in the key areas of 
rocket, missile and naval technologies. 
Following his talks with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh said Indo-Russian defence ties 
were “unmatched by any other 
relationship” and Russia “will remain a 
key defence partner for India as we move 
into a stage of joint design, development 
and production of key defence platforms.” 
In a joint statement issued at the end of 

the 14th Indo-Russian summit, the sides announced plans “to enhance cooperation 
in the fields of rocket, missile and naval technologies and weapon systems.” Ahead 
of the summit, India and Russia agreed to extend indefinitely their 15-year-old 
partnership for producing the BrahMos supersonic anti-ship missile and to develop a 
still more potent hypersonic version of the missile. The joint statement welcomed the 
completion of trials of the Vikramaditya aircraft carrier, the delivery this year of the 
Trikant frigate, the sixth stealth frigate Russia has built for the Indian Navy, as well 
as licensed production of the Su-30MKI fighter plane and T-90S tanks.  

The sides also noted progress in the construction of the fifth-generation fighter 
aircraft and multi-role transport aircraft. Russia’s Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry 
Rogozin, who oversees the defence industry, said India and Russia will discuss 
plans for further cooperation in aviation technologies and shipbuilding when Defence 
Minister AK Antony visits Russia next month for the commissioning of the 
Vikramaditya aircraft carrier and an annual meeting of the Intergovernmental 
Commission for Military-Technical Cooperation. “We have drawn up a 
comprehensive package proposal in the sphere of helicopters and aircraft that 
should be of interest to India,” Mr. Rogozin told reporters on the sidelines of the 
summit. “We will also discuss plans for building new surface warships and 
submarines.” India and Russia have also agreed to enhance cooperation in space 
technologies. “We have decided to set up a new working group for Glonass [Russia’s 
equivalent of the US Global Positioning System],” Mr. Rogozin said. “We have 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-24600396
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offered India to partner us in the Glonass programme and to set up two Glonass 
ground control stations in India.” India is the only country to which Russia has agreed 
to give access to Glonass military-grade signals, which will enable the Indian military 
to greatly improve the accuracy of its land-, sea-, air and space-launched weapon 
systems. 

Source: The Hindu, 21 October 

Manila, New Delhi Agree to Strengthen Defense Cooperation 

The Philippines and India agreed to strengthen defence and military cooperation by 
increasing exchanges in military training and education. Philippine Foreign Secretary 
Albert del Rosario and Indian External Affairs Minister Salman Khurshid said in a 
joint statement issued at the end of their meeting at the Department of Foreign 
Affairs that both countries "committed to increase exchanges in military training and 
education." "(Both countries) also welcomed the second meeting of the Philippine-
India joint defence cooperation committee next month in New Delhi," the statement 
read. At their meeting, del Rosario thanked Khurshid for the visit of at least four 
Indian naval ships to Manila, saying the visits strengthened relations between the 
Philippine and Indian navy and coast guard forces. 

"Del Rosario and Khurshid held comprehensive discussions on political, defence, 
security, economic and cultural cooperation, and reviewed the progress of the joint 
working groups on trade and investment, tourism, agriculture, health and medicine, 
the joint committee on renewable energy and of the joint defence cooperation 
committee," said the statement. It said del Rosario also reiterated the invitation of 
Philippine President Benigno Aquino to Indian President Pranab Mukherjee and 
Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh to visit the Philippines. "Khurshid welcomed 
the invitations and conveyed that the President of India looked forward to his visit to 
the Philippines in 2014," the statement said. The statement said del Rosario briefed 
Khurshid on the developments in the South China Sea. "Khurshid expressed support 
for a peaceful resolution of the South China Sea dispute consistent with freedom of 
navigation and the rule of law," it said. "The ministers agreed to step up cooperation 
in combating non-traditional threats through exchange of experiences and capacity 
building in the areas of disaster management, food security and pandemics," it said. 
A spokesman for the Philippine foreign ministry, Raul Hernandez, told reporters that 
the second meeting of the Philippines-India joint commission on bilateral cooperation 
was held to explore more areas of cooperation. 

Source: Global Post, 21 October 

Abe Says China’s Maritime Advances Must Be Kept in Check 

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe pledged to put a brake 
on China’s maritime advances and step up pressure 
on North Korea to resolve the issue of abductions of 
Japanese nationals. “There are challenges not only 
in the East China Sea but also in the South China 
Sea that are trying to alter the status quo through 
shows of force,” Abe told a session of the Upper 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-russia-to-boost-defence-ties/article5257527.ece
http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/kyodo-news-international/131021/manila-new-delhi-agree-strengthen-defense-cooperation
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House Budget Committee Oct. 23, apparently with an eye on China’s growing 
maritime presence. “The ocean should be open and the freedom to navigate must be 
protected.” He was replying to a question posed by Eriko Yamatani, a member of 
Abe’s Liberal Democratic Party, about the backdrop of his foreign policy, called 
“proactive” pacifism. Touching on the defence of Japan’s remote islands, Abe 
stressed the need to lay a legal foundation for reinforcing Japan’s troop deployment 
capabilities to prepare for an emergency. 

He also said that the government intends to place greater emphasis on discussions 
that strengthen the defence posture to protect the nation’s 6,852 islands during the 
review of the National Defense Program Guidelines. The Cabinet is expected to 
approve the new guidelines by the end of the year. His comments are believed to 
allude to the territorial row with China over the Senkaku Islands in the East China 
Sea. Turning to cyber-attacks, he said Japan will cope in such situations. “If (cyber-
attacks) are waged as part of an armed strike, (Japan) can respond to the situation 
as part of its self-defence,” he said. Abe intends to incorporate the approach, also 
apparently with China in mind, in a review of the Guidelines for Japan-US Defense 
Cooperation, which will be completed by the end of 2014. With regards to the 
abduction issue, Abe said Japan will not let the issue die. “We will seek to settle the 
issue through dialogue cantered on pressure,” he said. “We are determined to 
resolve the issue while I am in office.” 

Source: The Asahi Shimbun, 24 October 

Taiwan Wants to Buy Submarines 

President Ma Ying-jeou has reiterated Taiwan's desire to purchase submarines from 
the United States in an interview with an American paper. 'Some weapons are high 
on the list of items that we hope to procure, but we currently have no way to 
purchase them. Submarines, for instance, are one of those items,' Ma told the 
Washington Post in Taipei. According to the Chinese transcript of the interview 
released by the Presidential Office on its website, Ma responded to a broad range of 
questions in the interview, including cross-Taiwan Strait ties, relations with the 
United States, US arms sales to Taiwan and his achievements since assuming 
office. Over the past five years, Ma said, the US executive branch has sought 
congressional approval for the sale of three packages of arms to Taiwan, worth a 
total of US$18.3 billion -- the highest amount recorded in nearly two decades. Some 
of the weapons in the three packages were ordered 10 years ago and will be 
delivered successively in the coming years, Ma said, adding that Taiwan took 
delivery of the first of 12 P-3C submarine-hunting aircraft in late September, with 
three more set for delivery by the end of this year. Noting that the P-3C is an 
advanced anti-submarine aircraft, Ma said its addition to Taiwan's arsenal will help 
enhance the country's defence abilities. 

While Taiwan can produce some of the defensive weapons it needs to protect 
national security, it still needs to purchase some US-built arms, he noted. 
'Submarines are one of these items,' Ma said, adding that it is very important for 
Taiwan to maintain a defence force strong enough to deter invasion. He said 
Taiwan-US relations are mutually beneficial, citing as proof the fact that in 2011, 
then-US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton described Taiwan as an 'important security 

http://ajw.asahi.com/article/behind_news/politics/AJ201310240051
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and economic partner of the US'. In an article on its official website, the Washington 
Post wrote that 'the US has been a key defender of Taiwan, but it worries about 
anything that might complicate its already difficult relationship with China.' The paper 
quoted Richard Bush, a former American Institute in Taiwan chairman, as saying that 
thanks to the warming cross-strait ties, the issue of Taiwan no longer dominates US-
China relations, allowing Washington to tackle other divisive bilateral issues such as 
cyber-security, Syria and intellectual property protection. In interview, Ma described 
relations with the US in recent years as good. He also stressed that continuing sales 
of US weapons are essential for Taiwan. 

On the predictions by some US scholars that US support for Taiwan will decline in 
the face of China's growing global political and economic clout, Ma said that this has 
never been a mainstream view in either US academic circles or the US government. 
He told the paper confidently that Taiwan-US cooperation in the economic and 
security fields will increase steadily rather than dwindle gradually, because 'the 
United States wants rebalancing toward Asia and the Republic of China has played a 
very important role in Asia.' 

Source: Global Security, 25 October 

South Korea Military Drill at Disputed Islands Sparks Japanese Outrage 

South Korean military forces have 
incited the ire of Japan by conducting 
a ‘defensive drill’ at an outcrop of 
islands. Tokyo criticised the drill as 
‘totally unacceptable.’ Five ships 
participated in the 8:00 am drill which 
took place in the Sea of Japan, 
between the two countries. Among the 
vessels taking part were 3,200-ton 
destroyers, a patrol ship, a UH-60 
helicopter,  and the South Korean Air 

Force’s F-15K combat jets, according to an anonymous military official who spoke to 
the Yonhap news agency.  “It is a regular drill aimed at repealing non-military forces 
that approach Dokdo via a sea or air route,” he said. A Defense Ministry 
spokesperson later told AFP that the move illustrated “the military's will to defend” 
the islands. Japan has protested the drill, with Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide 
Suga telling a news conference: “It’s totally unacceptable and extremely regrettable.” 

The drill and preliminary row fell around 
“Dokdo Day” in South Korea with “Dokdo” 
referring to the Korean name for the 
islands, whereas Japan refers to them as 
“Takeshima.” The disputed island 
grouping is comprised of the two primary 
islands, surrounded by some 30 smaller 
rocks. The ‘ownership’ of the islands has 
been a long-standing source of 
controversy between Seoul and Tokyo, 

http://www.globalsecurity.org/wmd/library/news/taiwan/2013/taiwan-131025-cna02.htm?_m=3n%2e002a%2e943%2ebu0ao017zf%2ev23


Page 24 of 43 

who lay historical territorial claims to the groupings. Earlier, the foreign ministries of 
both countries took to YouTube to assert their respective claims over the islands, 
with South Korea demanding that the Japanese Foreign Ministry remove a video 
which asserted its own sovereignty. Friday saw flash mobs and festivals sweep 
Seoul and other South Korean cities to mark the day 113 years ago when South 
Korea’s King Gojong issued a royal decree stating his country’s ownership of the 
islands. A coastguard unit has maintained a presence on the island since 1954. 
Japan holds its own ‘Takeshima Day’ on February the 22nd; an event which sparked 
protests in Seoul earlier this year. In 1905, Japan declared the area terra nullius in 
1905, stating: “There is no evidence to recognise that this uninhabited island was 
ever occupied by a foreign country,” contrary to South Korea’s claim. South Korea 
accuses Japan of displaying little repentance for its colonial past, especially in 
regards to the Japanese occupation of the Korean peninsula between 1910 and 
1945. 

Source: RT, 25 October 

South Korea Envisions Light Aircraft Carrier 

The South Korean Navy believes it can deploy two light aircraft carriers by 2036 and 
expand its blue-water force to cope with the rapid naval build-ups of China and 
Japan, according to a Navy source. The service has been exploring ways of securing 
light aircraft carriers based on an interim feasibility study, the source said. “It’s a 
hope,” the Navy source said on condition of anonymity. “There are no fixed 
requirements at the moment, but we’ve been studying ways of launching light aircraft 
carriers over the next two decades.” Rep. Chung Hee-soo of the ruling Saenuri Party 
revealed the contents of a program in a feasibility report. “To cope with potential 
maritime disputes with neighbouring countries, we need to secure aircraft carriers as 
soon as possible,” Chung, a member of the National Assembly’s Defense 
Committee, said during a confirmation hearing Oct. 11 for Adm. Choi Yoon-hee, new 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. “For more active international peacekeeping 
operations, our Navy should have carriers.” 

According to Chung, the Navy envisions three phases: 

 The first is to equip the second ship of the Dokdo-class landing platform 
helicopter ship (LPH) with a ski ramp to operate short-range or vertical take-
off and landing (VTOL) aircraft. The flight surface of the landing ship is 
already sprayed with urethane, which can withstand the heat created by the 
aircraft during operations. Dokdo, with the addition of a ski ramp, could be 
deployed before 2019, according to the report, which suggests the Navy 
procure used VTOL jets from the US, UK and Spain if needed. 

 Second, the Navy could build an amphibious assault ship, similar to the 
Spanish Navy’s Juan Carlos, before 2019. 

 Finally, the service aims to build two 30,000-ton light aircraft carriers between 
2028 and 2036, the report said. The carrier is to have specifications similar to 
the Italian aircraft carrier Cavour, which can support about 30 aircraft. 

“We should have capabilities to deter North Korea, and at the same time, we need 
minimal capabilities to respond to potential threats from neighbouring countries,” 

http://rt.com/news/south-korea-islands-exercises-733/
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Choi replied to Chung, apparently referring to the naval build-ups of China and 
Japan. China commissioned its first aircraft carrier last year, with three more carriers 
planned. Japan, whose Navy is classed as a self-defence force, has controversially 
unveiled a 20,000-ton helicopter destroyer akin to a small aircraft carrier. 

More Aegis Ships and Jets 

During the National Assembly, the Navy unveiled mid- to long-term procurement 
plans to further strengthen its naval power. The service plans to commission three 
more 7,600-ton KDX-III Aegis destroyers by 2023 to develop a strategic mobile fleet. 
The service has three KDX-III destroyers fitted with Lockheed Martin-built SPY-1D 
radar capable of tracking incoming ballistic missiles and enemy aircraft. “The 
construction of new Aegis ships could be completed earlier than scheduled,” Adm. 
Hwang Gi-chul, chief of naval operations, testified. “And the new Aegis ships will 
have better stealth functions than those with the existing ships.” The Navy will also 
launch six, 5,900-ton next-generation destroyers — dubbed KDDX — after 2023. 

The development of an attack submarine is on track, according to the Navy. The 
service plans to commission six more 1,800-ton Type 214 submarines to bring the 
214 fleet to nine subs by 2023. After that, it will deploy nine, 3,000-ton heavy attack 
submarines codenamed KSS-III. The KSS-III is to be equipped with a vertical launch 
tube to fire a 1,500-kilometer cruise missile that can hit key targets in North Korea. 
Other procurement plans include the FFX program to build a dozen new frigates with 
advanced sensors and a wide variety of weaponry.  

The FFX program is intended to replace the aging fleet of existing Ulsan class 
frigates and Pohang class corvettes with multi-mission frigates. The 2,300- to 3,000-
ton FFX vessels are to be built in two batches with an objective of putting up to 24 
ships into service by 2026. The Navy also puts a priority on acquiring 
reconnaissance and surveillance aircraft. In particular, the service laid out plans to 
buy the Lockheed S-3 Vikings retired from front-fleet service aboard aircraft carriers 
by the US Navy in January 2009. 

The service will purchase 18 S-3 jets and modify them into a new configuration 
meeting the Navy’s operational requirements. If adopted, it will be the first fixed-wing 
jet patrol aircraft operated by the South Korean Navy, which flies 16 P-3CK 
turboprop patrol aircraft. “The S-3 introduction will offer a great opportunity for the 
ROK Navy to operate a carrier-based jet, as the service envisions deploying aircraft 
carriers in the future,” Kim Dae-young, a research member of the Korea Defense & 
Security Forum, a private defence think tank here.  

“From the operational perspective, the S-3 is expected to be used for various 
purposes, such as patrol, surface warfare and aerial refuelling.” In order to beef up 
its anti-submarine operation, the Navy will procure six more new naval helicopters by 
2022. In January, Agusta Westland won a $560 million contract to supply the South 
Korean Navy with six AW159 Lynx Wildcat helicopters equipped with active dipping 
sonar for anti-submarine role. 

Source: Defence News, 26 October 

http://www.defensenews.com/article/20131026/DEFREG03/310260005/S-Korea-Envisions-Light-Aircraft-Carrier


Page 26 of 43 

Abe Issues Fresh Warning against China's Maritime Activities 

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe issued a fresh warning against China's growing maritime 
activities near Japanese-controlled islets, pledging to ensure necessary surveillance 
and intelligence activities for protecting the country's remote islands. "We will 
demonstrate our intention not to allow a change in the status quo. We must conduct 
surveillance and intelligence activities for that purpose," Abe said in his address to 
the Ground Self-Defense Force troops in an inspection ceremony at Camp Asaka in 
and around Tokyo's Nerima Ward. China has stepped up its maritime activities 
around the Senkaku Islands in the East China Sea, claimed by Beijing as Diaoyu, 
after Tokyo bought several of the islands from their Japanese private owner. 

Abe also reiterated his policy goal of enabling Japan to take on a greater security 
role, saying he will "proceed with studying" whether to change the interpretation of 
Japan's pacifist Constitution to allow the right to collective self-defence. "I would like 
you all to discard the notion that the existence of defence forces itself can act as a 
deterrent," Abe said. At the ceremony attended by some 4,000 GSDF personnel, a 
US amphibious assault vehicle was displayed for the first time. In addition to four 
amphibious vehicles covered by the budget for fiscal 2013, Japan's Defense Ministry 
is considering buying two more vehicles with command functions in fiscal 2014 and 
more in fiscal 2015 and beyond, mainly for remote island defence. 

Source: Global Post, 27 October 

Sharing Sovereignty ‘Key to Float Continent’s Maritime Integration Strategy’ 

African nations must agree that 
sovereignty can be "shared", before 
regional integration can work, according 
to African Union (AU) chairperson 
Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma. Dr Dlamini-
Zuma was speaking at the inaugural 
Africa Maritime Indaba in Johannesburg. 
States, she said, cannot be protective 
over their sovereignty. Integration did not 
imply giving it away. Rather, it meant that 

it must be shared. "Some elements of a nation’s sovereignty need to be exercised 
collectively," she said. In the context of an integrated African maritime sector, Dr 
Dlamini-Zuma said harmonised agreements that were in the interests of regional 
economies would be critical. The AU’s draft Integrated African Maritime Strategy 
2050 sets out plans for securing Africa’s territorial waters against illegal fishing, 
piracy, robbery, dumping of toxic waste and oil discharges. It also outlines the 
importance of a fleet of vessels owned by Africans and flagged in African countries. 
In addition, the strategy embraces the sustainable exploitation of offshore energy 
reserves, tourism as well as conservation. But it will depend on co-operation 
between states, for the mutual benefit of the continent. 

The absence of a strategy has been disastrous, according to South African Maritime 
Safety Authority (Samsa) CEO Commander Tsietsi Mokhele. Piracy on the east 
African coast, he said, was created by the failure of countries to police their 
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coastlines. Heavy pollution affected the livelihoods of fishermen, and piracy was an 
offshoot of that environmental disaster. "It’s a symptom of what happens when 
countries fail to manage their offshore real estate," Com Mokhele said. Failure to 
take charge of the governance of African waters would expose the continent to more 
insecurity and instability. And it would raise the cost of trade. South Africa’s Deputy 
Transport Minister Sindisiwe Chikunga acknowledged at the conference that African 
countries had failed to exploit the sector. But she was adamant that South Africa 
would become a shipping nation. "Government wants to enter the international 
shipping market. We want to build, maintain and repair ships. We intend for South 
Africa to have its own fleet as soon as possible." Ms Chikunga called for evidence-
based research to support the direction that South Africa’s maritime strategy will 
take. And she said South Africa intended to create a maritime university to deal with 
the dearth of industry skills. 

Ship owners, she said, control the industry. Until Africans owned ships, the continent 
would not control who was employed, how they were employed and which routes 
they adopted. South Africa’s shipping registry has been empty since 2010, when the 
last remaining commercial vessel to fly South Africa’s flag was decommissioned. 
Plans to attract shippers have not been adopted yet. The Treasury’s introduction of a 
tonnage tax, suggested as far back as 2005, appeared to have stalled. A policy 
framework for the maritime sector, which is set to guide the government’s response, 
has long been promised by the Department of Transport. That the department has 
had three different ministers in two years has compounded the policy uncertainty. 

Source: BD Live, 27 October 

Maritime Dispute: Korea Comes Closer to China 

South Korea plans to forge closer diplomatic cooperation with China to jointly 
counter reinforced Japanese moves to lay claims to Seoul’s easternmost islets of 
Dokdo, the South Korean ambassador in Beijing said. Ambassador Kwon Young-se 
made the remarks at an annual parliamentary audit on the embassy as Japan is 
stepping up its global PR campaign for its assertions of sovereignty over Dokdo. 
China is also in an acute territorial dispute with Japan over a set of islands in the 
East China Sea, known as Diaoyu in China and Senkaku in Japan. “With regard to 
the issue of Dokdo and other history-related matters, we will strengthen our 
diplomatic efforts to secure a closer cooperative system with China,” Kwon said 
during the audit session. “As part of our efforts, we will actively explain our stance 
about the issues to relevant Chinese officials.” 

Dokdo, which lies closer to South Korea in the body of water between the Korean 
Peninsula and Japan, has long been a thorn in relations between South Korea and 
Japan. South Korea keeps a small police detachment on the islets, effectively 
controlling them. Japan’s foreign ministry posted two YouTube videos as part of its 
global campaign to reinforce its claim to Dokdo. South Korea lodged a formal protest 
with Japan. “The Japanese government should realise that such an historical and 
anachronistic provocation is one of the most crucial factors hindering advances in 
the South Korea-Japan relations,” foreign ministry spokesman Cho Tai-young said. 
Cho urged Japan to abandon its “vain territorial claims to Dokdo.” South Korea has 
rejected Japan’s claim to Dokdo as nonsense because it regained its independence 
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from Japanese colonial rule and reclaimed sovereignty over its territories, including 
Dokdo and many other islands around the Korean Peninsula. 

Source: DAWN, 27 October 

Africa Command Helps Partners Promote Maritime Security 

Capacity-building efforts being 
advanced by US Africa Command are 
helping African nations confront 
maritime crime, including piracy in the 
Gulf of Guinea and events currently 
unfolding off the Nigerian coast, the 
Africom commander reported. In 
addition, Army Gen. David M. 
Rodriguez recognised “major progress” 
in maritime security along Africa’s East 
Coast during an Oct. 23 virtual news 

conference. Incidents off the coast of Somalia, once a hotbed of pirating activity like 
that dramatised in the blockbuster movie, “Captain Phillips,” have dropped 
dramatically. Meanwhile, “maritime crime continues to be a major challenge in the 
Gulf of Guinea,” Rodriguez reported. Exemplifying this challenge, pirates reportedly 
kidnapped crew members of a US-flagged oil supply ship off the Nigerian coast Oct. 
23. Rodriguez noted Africom efforts to prevent such incidents and promote maritime 
safety and security in the region. “Our programs are helping partners strengthen 
maritime security and counter illicit trafficking,” he told reporters. Key among them is 
Africa Partnership Station, an initiative that has grown over the past six years to 
include more than 30 African, European and North and South American countries. 

More than 90 US Marines as well as Dutch, Spanish and British forces are 
participating in Africa Station 2013, currently underway off the West African coast. 
Operating from a Royal Netherlands Navy landing platform, they will visit Senegal, 
Nigeria, Ghana, Cameroon and Benin during the three-month mission. The goal is to 
improve maritime safety and security along the Gulf of Guinea, US Marine Corps Lt. 
Col. Charles Watkins, security cooperation task force officer in charge for African 
Partnership Station 13, told American Forces Press Service. By building capacity 
among African partner nations, the mission increases their ability to strengthen their 
borders, control their territorial waters and crack down on illicit trafficking and other 
destabilising activity, Watkins said. Another counter-piracy and maritime security 
exercise, Exercise Obangame Express 2013, brought together 12 ships from 10 
countries off the coast of Cameroon in February to train on a number of maritime 
scenarios. Planning for the 2014 exercise is underway. “Obangame Express helps 
promote relationships between nations to combat these illicit activities,” said Navy 
Capt. Dave Rollo, US director for Obangame Express 2013. “These acts of piracy 
are not just an American problem. They are not just a Cameroonian problem. They're 
a global problem.” 

Meanwhile, Africom is promoting other initiatives to increase interoperability among 
African partners to maximise their maritime security programs, Rodriguez told 
reporters. “We’ve … helped build some capacity for some operation centres for 
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several of the nations around the Gulf of Guinea to coordinate their efforts,” he said. 
In Cape Verde, northwest of the Gulf of Guinea, an Africom-funded Counter-
Narcotics and Maritime Security Operations Centre opened in 2010 to help that 
country’s police, coast guard and military to collaborate more closely to crack down 
on illicit trafficking, piracy and other transnational threats. The centre features inter-
island communications relays that give Cape Verdean government agencies and 
offices the ability to share information and coordinate their activities against narco-
trafficking and other illegal activities. To complement its operations, the United 
States also helped Cape Verde upgrade its tiny, four-craft patrol boat fleet and 
donated another small high-speed vessel. US and British maritime forces mentored 
Cape Verdean sailors and coast guard members this spring as they exercised 
maritime law enforcement engagement procedures in their territorial waters in 
coordination with the Cape Verde operations centre. 

“The purpose of these types of military engagements is to help our African partners 
learn to enforce their international maritime laws at sea,” said US Coast Guard 
Cmdr. Adam Chamie, liaison to the US Naval Forces Europe-Africa/US 6th Fleet 
commander. “This engagement demonstrated the increasing ability of Cape Verde’s 
ability to successfully board vessels as needed to enforce those maritime laws,” 
Chamie said. While reporting progress in these approaches to maritime security, 
Rodriguez acknowledged “a lot of challenges out there and a long way to go.” 
Continued collaboration is essential to dealing with illicit maritime activity, he 
emphasised. “That is a regional problem and a regional challenge that everyone is 
going to have to work together to solve, because of the challenges that occur in the 
Gulf of Guinea,” he said. 

Source: The Maritime Executive, 28 October 

China Turns Crisis into Opportunity with its Maritime Silk Road 

While the recent budget crisis in Washington grabbed global attention, a very 
different and less publicised drama was unfolding in this part of the world - China's 
increasingly close embrace of Southeast Asia. September and October saw a flurry 
of diplomatic activity as China sought to strengthen its ties with its neighbours. First 
there was the Sino-ASEAN summit in Nanning, where Premier Li Keqiang outlined 
his vision of a "diamond decade" that would take the partnership to new heights. This 
was followed by official visits by President Xi Jinping to Malaysia and Indonesia, the 
East Asia Summit in Brunei and the APEC leaders meeting in Bali, where President 
Xi revealed a seven-point cooperation plan and discussed the concept of the 21st 
century Maritime Silk Road. Finally Premier Li made official visits to Brunei, Thailand 
and Vietnam, where he unveiled a raft of business and cooperation initiatives. The 
timing of these major Asian events was fortunate for China, as many editorial writers 
have contrasted the absence of President Obama at APEC, due to the budget 
stalemate, with the strong and active role that China is playing in the region. On a 
practical level, China gained further support and commitment for its major free trade 
initiative, the RCEP (Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership), while 
America's TPP (Trans Pacific Partnership) appeared to be stalled. 

There were also many country-level initiatives by China. While in Thailand, Premier 
Li signed six agreements on energy development, infrastructure investment and 
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exchange of farm products, scientific cooperation, investment promotion, maritime 
cooperation and a joint action plan for culture. Premier Li stressed the close familial 
ties between our two countries and gave the first ever parliamentary address by a 
foreign leader in Thailand, for which he received a standing ovation. China and 
Thailand have always been close, but not so China and Vietnam. From a strategic 
viewpoint, Premier Li's visit to Vietnam, right after Thailand, was even more 
important. Their recent tensions over maritime boundaries seemed to have eased, 
thanks in part to China's efforts to be conciliatory at the regional forums. The visit 
prompted many expressions of friendship and cooperation and agreements were 
inked, including the establishment of a cross-border economic zone, the joint 
building of a power plant and the opening of trade-promotion offices. Premier Li said 
China is willing to work with Vietnam on joint development of the sea and will create 
favourable conditions for an appropriate solution to the South China Sea issue. It 
appears the economic and political difficulties that America and Europe are facing 
have created a golden opportunity for China to strengthen both its economic and soft 
power in this important part of the world.  

Source: The Nation, 28 October 

US, New Zealand Announce Expanded Defense Cooperation 

The United States and New Zealand announced a resumption of military-to-military 
contacts as part of expanded defence cooperation that will see the first visit by a 
New Zealand naval vessel to an American port in more than three decades. The 
announcement followed a meeting at the Pentagon between Defense Secretary 
Chuck Hagel and his New Zealand counterpart, Jonathan Coleman. Hagel told 
reporters significant progress had been made in the defence relationship since both 
countries signed a declaration last year setting out expanded cooperation. The 
enhanced ties will include the first joint defence policy talks in almost 30 years. "We 
look forward to continuing to deepen our defence cooperation in the future," Hagel 
said during a Pentagon news conference, with Coleman alongside. "Near-term steps 
include military-to-military talks next month in Honolulu, New Zealand's deployment 
of a frigate to the multinational antipiracy coalition in the Gulf of Aden, and the United 
States' upcoming participation in what will be New Zealand's largest ever 
multinational and interagency exercise." In a gradual easing of a policy that had been 
in place since 1984, Hagel authorised the New Zealand navy to dock at Pearl 
Harbour, Hawaii, during next year's RIMPAC military exercises. 

"This will be the first time a New Zealand navy ship will have visited Pearl Harbour in 
more than 30 years," Hagel said, calling it "another act in strengthening our 
relationship and the rebalance to the Pacific." The policy restricting visits by New 
Zealand warships to American ports has been in place since 1984 when the ANZUS 
Treaty between the United States, Australia and New Zealand was partially 
suspended because of New Zealand's opposition to nuclear armed or powered US 
warships visiting its ports. During a visit to New Zealand last year, then-Defense 
Secretary Leon E. Panetta announced an easing of restrictions on visits by New 
Zealand naval vessels to Defense Department and Coast Guard facilities on a case-
by-case basis. Coleman told reporters New Zealand is looking for areas where it can 
expand defence cooperation with the United States. "We've made great strides in the 
defence relationship over the last two years," he said, adding appreciation for the 
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lifting of restrictions on New Zealand ships docking in US ports. New Zealand's 
defence minister also said he is pleased to see the resumption of military-to-military 
talks after a 30-year break. During the news conference, Hagel also said he expects 
the ongoing budget sequester, which he said will reduce Pentagon spending by 
more than $50 billion if it continues next year, to have an impact on the military's 
pivot toward the Asia-Pacific region. "Continued sequestration cuts will affect all of 
our plans in all areas," he said, but he stressed that the rebalance to the region 
remains a priority. 

Source: Global Security, 28 October 

China Intensifies Pressure on Japan in East China Sea Dispute 

China is stepping up pressure on Japan in a long-running maritime dispute, 
deploying Chinese vessels near contested East China Sea islands and accusing 
Japanese leaders of making provocative statements. Japan said four Chinese coast 
guard patrol ships entered the disputed waters, prompting Japanese authorities to 
warn the vessels to leave the area, which they did a short time later. Chinese ships 
have sailed near the islets on dozens of occasions in the past year. 

Such incidents typically end within several hours, with the Chinese vessels leaving 
the area after trading warnings and sovereignty claims with the Japanese. Japan 
controls the disputed islands and calls them Senkaku, while China also claims 
sovereignty and refers to them as Daioyu. Chinese Foreign Ministry spokeswoman 
Hua Chunying said recent remarks by Japanese leaders about China are a 
'provocation.' In unusually strong language, she accused Japanese politicians of 
being 'pretentious.' 

Hua was speaking after Japan's Prime Minister Shinzo Abe told a group of Japanese 
troops that Tokyo will not tolerate 'the use of force to change the region's status quo.' 
His remarks were a reference to Japanese concerns about China's growing 
assertiveness in maritime disputes. Hua said China believes that Japan 'broke the 
status quo' of the East China Sea islands through unilateral actions. The Japanese 
government bought three of the uninhabited islets from their Japanese owners last 
year in a symbolic transfer of ownership that infuriated Beijing.  

China also has reacted angrily to Japanese media reports that Prime Minister Abe 
recently approved a plan to shoot down foreign drones that ignore warnings to leave 
Japanese airspace. Chinese Defense Ministry spokesman Geng Yansheng 
responded to those reports saying any such action by Japan would be a severe 
provocation to China and an 'act of war.' Japan has scrambled fighter jets several 
times this year in response to Chinese military aircraft flying near Japanese airspace 
above Okinawa province, which incorporates the disputed islets.  

Chinese foreign ministry spokeswoman Hua said the Chinese warplanes were 
conducting 'normal exercises' in the East China Sea 'in accordance with international 
law.' She said 'relevant parties need not make a fuss' about the operations. 

Source: Global Security, 28 October 
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Navy Holds War-Games along the Coast of Gujarat 

The Indian Navy is carrying 
out a week-long war game 
codenamed 'Exercise Defence 
of Gujarat' along that state 
and Maharashtra to test the 
operational preparedness of 
its fleet in defending vital 
offshore assets. The week-
long exercise started, a Navy 
release said. "A large-scale 
annual operational exercise of 
the Western Naval Command 
of the Indian Navy will 

conclude tomorrow off the littorals of Gujarat and Maharashtra. The exercise 
'Defence of Gujarat Exercise' tested the operational readiness of the Navy in relation 
to littoral combat and the defence of vital offshore assets in the northern coastal 
states of Western seaboard of India," it said. The Navy has deployed its frontline 
assets for the exercise including large warships such as the Delhi class destroyers, 
Teg and Godavari class frigates operating under the Flag Officer Commanding 
Western Fleet (FOCWF). The exercise also witnessed intense flying activity by the 
maritime surveillance aircraft such as the TU 142Ms, IL-38SDs, Dornier’s and 
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles Searcher and Heron. The exercise also involved a large 
number of vessels of the local flotilla including potent missile vessels of the 22nd 
Killer Squadron, patrol vessels and minesweepers operating under the Flag Officer 
Commanding Maharashtra and Gujarat Naval Area (FOMAG). Coast Guard patrol 
vessels, integrated into the operations played a key part in providing multiple layers 
of defensive surveillance. 

Source: The Indian Express, 28 October 

Maritime Moves Signal Malaysia’s Determination to Defend Interests 

Malaysia's recent move to beef up its maritime defences in Sabah and Sarawak has 
security analysts speculating whether it was due to maritime interests or territorial 
disputes. The Straits Times reported that Defence Minister Datuk Seri 
Hishammuddin Hussein announced earlier this month that the moves to establish a 
marine corps and the building of a new naval base in Bintulu. Hishammuddin said 
the purpose of the naval base was to protect oil reserves and nearby waters 
following the incursion by armed Sulu militants in April this year. "The Defence 
Ministry will build the new naval base to guarantee safety in east Malaysian waters. 
“Bintulu needs to be protected as it is an important strategic location in the emerging 
hydrocarbon exploration industry," Hishammuddin elaborated, referring to several 
offshore oil and gas projects. 

The Singapore daily quoted Dr Tang Siew Mun as saying the setting up of the 
Marine Corps was an indication authorities were placing greater importance on 
maritime interests. Tang, the director of Malaysia's Institute of Strategic and 
International Studies, described it as a revolutionary and ground-breaking move for 
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Malaysia. "It indicates a shift towards thinking of Malaysia as a maritime nation while 
sending a signal to other parties that the country has the resolve to repel any test of 
our sovereign interests." Due to proximity of the Bintulu base to James Shoal, where 
China has carried out navy exercises, some security analysts speculate the South 
China Sea issue was also on Putrajaya's mind. "Of course, there is no way Putrajaya 
will ever state that their recent defence decisions have anything to do with the South 
China Sea," The Straits Times quoted Dr Ian Storey as saying. 

Storey, a senior fellow at Singapore's Institute of South-East Asian Studies, said it 
could be deduced that the establishment of the naval base was a reaction to China's 
more assertive stance. "Malaysia has historically tended to downplay the negatives 
in its relationship with China," Storey said. "But Malaysia's military preparations, 
including a submarine fleet in Sabah, has historically been geared towards defending 
maritime borders and sovereignty claims." But security analysts agreed that the 
location of a new naval base in Bintulu made sense as the town and its port played a 
key role in Malaysia's shipping industry.  

Bintulu is the largest port in Sabah and Sarawak, and is also the fifth largest 
container port in Malaysia after Penang, Johor, Klang and Selangor. The town is also 
Malaysia's sole liquefied natural gas (LNG) export gateway, whose 25.3 million 
tonnes of LNG in 2012 makes it one of the world's largest LNG export terminals. The 
town is also a major export hub for palm oil, which is brought in from Kalimantan in 
Indonesia and shipped to East Asia. 

Dr Euan Graham of the S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies in Singapore 
said Malaysia's actions could be seen as part of a general trend towards amphibious 
development in the region. "Several other countries in South-East Asia already have 
marine capabilities, so the region does have a fundamentally maritime character," he 
told The Straits Times. "Thwarting a repeat of the Sulu incursion is obviously 
Malaysia's top priority, China is more of a background factor. “Putrajaya has always 
taken a deliberately low-key and conciliatory diplomatic approach towards the South 
China Sea issue." "Malaysia does not wish to jeopardise its strong economic ties 
with China." Bintulu is 80 nautical kilometres from the James Shoal in the South 
China Sea's Spratly island chain, where China held navy exercises in March. 
Malaysia has a claim to the Spratlys, with a presence in the Layang-Layang atoll or 
Swallow Reef to the north of Bintulu. 

Source: The Malaysian Insider, 28 October 

Air Unit Pivotal to Maritime Safety: Malaysia 

With the word "maritime" in its name, many would think the Malaysian Maritime 
Enforcement Agency's (MMEA) role is solely to do with the country's coastal 
surveillance and enforcement of maritime laws. Set up eight years ago, the agency 
has now taken a step further to widen the scope of its responsibilities to also include 
the surveillance of the Malaysian Maritime Zone airspace. The agency's airbase, the 
Subang Maritime Air Station, became operational earlier this month in Subang, near 
here. In an exclusive interview with Bernama, MMEA Air Operations Director First 
Admiral (Maritime) Datuk Zammani Mohd Amin shared some information about the 
agency's first air station. 

http://www.themalaysianinsider.com/malaysia/article/maritime-moves-signal-malaysias-determination-to-defend-interests-say-secur
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Air Assets: The Malaysian Maritime Zone covers the west coast of Peninsular 
Malaysia from the Melaka Straits to the Andaman Sea, from the east coast of the 
peninsula to the Exclusive Economic Zone (South China Sea) and from the coasts of 
Sabah and Sarawak to the Sulu Sea. Clearly, maintaining a constant vigil across 
such a large swathe of nearly 614,000 square kilometres can be quite a challenge 
for the agency. The agency put in place a joint surveillance system comprising boats, 
radar systems and aircraft to not only improve enforcement and surveillance of the 
area, but to also check criminal activities and carry out search and rescue 
operations. Zammani said the agency's air assets have helped greatly in 
enforcement and emergency response. He referred to certain instances of piracy 
besides one about a fire that had to be extinguished in the Melaka Straits during a 
haze earlier this year. "Our aircraft helped us reach our target location in a relatively 
short time", he said. Zammani said the agency's air assets also helped it in 
integrating all available systems to yield more effective results in any operation. "The 
aircraft reach the sites first, and are later supported by other assets. "The ability of a 
helicopter or a fixed-wing aircraft that can fly at a lower height (and can fly as low as 
the sea level) helps ease the search in case of any boating accident or a rescue 
mission if someone drowns", he said. Six helicopters and two multipurpose Canadian 
Bombardier 415 amphibian aircraft are based at the air station. 

Challenge: But any talk about air units or aerial rescue missions is bound to raise 
questions about the availability of qualified pilots. Zammani admitted that it was one 
of the big challenges faced by the agency. "Hiring a highly-skilled pilot with just the 
right experience is a challenge we face in our bid to strengthen this unit. We need 
pilots who are trained to fly in all sorts of weather and can carry out rescue 
operations even at night. "The development of the agency's air asset requires 
intensive planning, especially in ensuring flight safety. There cannot be any 
compromise on this aspect", he said. The unit currently employs eight pilots. The 
agency is also planning to further enhance its capabilities by acquiring state-of-the-
art assets like Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs). 

Goals: The agency's long-term plan, as far as developing its capacity is concerned, 
is to build five more air stations in Langkawi, Kerteh, Kuching, Kota Kinabalu and 
Sandakan. Zammani said the air stations were a necessity, given the vast area of 
operation that the agency covers. Currently, it operates a huge swathe running along 
more than 4,492km of the nation's coastline. "Coastline surveillance needs to be 
carried out more efficiently. Having more air stations will help in quick deployment of 
aircraft to sites along the coastline where any trespassing or piracy occurs or is 
suspected", he explained. Such plans to set up new air stations were not just 
prompted by the Lahad Datu incident in Sabah last February but many other 
incidents as well. The importance of air stations for successfully carrying out the 
agency's daily operations was evident, and Zammani hoped that its air unit could 
significantly contribute towards the nation's security. 

Source: Bernama, 29 October 

Kenya Expects to Resolve Somalia Maritime Border Dispute 

Kenya, East Africa’s largest economy, expects to resolve a maritime border dispute 
with Somalia to expand oil and gas exploration in the area. Kenya lodged a claim 

http://www.bernama.com.my/bernama/v7/fe/newsfeatures.php?id=990048
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with the United Nations for the boundary to run parallel with lines of latitude in the 
Indian Ocean, said the energy ministry’s senior geologist Felix Mutunguti. Somalia is 
ready to negotiate, said the country’s National Resources Minister Abdirizak Omar 
Mohamed. It should be a similar border as “with Tanzania to the south coast,” 
Mutunguti said in an interview in Nairobi. “Our friends in Somalia may have contrary 
thoughts, but that is in the process of being resolved.” Kenya, which has attracted 
explorers including France’s Total SA (FP) and Anadarko Petroleum Corp. (APC) of 
the US, is headed to become the first oil exporter in East Africa. The dispute with its 
unstable neighbour has delayed exploration, and could sour relations and even lead 
to war, according to Kim Moss, a Perth, Australia-based analyst at Future Directions 
International. 

“It’s actually not a disputed area from our perspective,” Mohamed said. “Somalia is 
ready to start dialogue with Kenya” and “resolve it in a peaceful way.” Kenya last 
year ended talks with Norway’s Statoil ASA (STL) over rights to explore the L25 
Block in the Indian Ocean, which is bordering Eni SpA (ENI)’s and Total’s acreage in 
the nation’s northern waters. That permit along with L26 are open for bidding next 
year, Mutunguti said. Kenya this year created a security force to protect oil 
exploration sites in the inland areas bordering Somalia and Ethiopia. In September, 
Somalia-based Islamist group al-Shabaab infiltrated the border and attacked the 
Westgate Mall in Nairobi, killing at least 67 people. “The subsurface is very, very 
appealing,” said Osman Shahenshah, the chief executive officer at Afren Plc (AFR), 
whose company has 80 percent in Kenyan Block 1 bordering Somalia and Ethiopia. 
“Obviously the postcode is challenging.” 

Source: Bloomberg, 30 October 

US Navy Launches Lead Ship of New Destroyer Class 

General Dynamics Bath Iron Works successfully launched the Navy’s first Zumwalt-
class destroyer Oct. 28 at their Bath, Maine shipyard. The future USS Zumwalt (DDG 
1000) will be the lead ship of the Navy’s newest destroyer class, designed for littoral 
operations and land attack. The ship began its translation from Bath Iron Works’ 
land-level construction facility to a floating dry dock. Once loaded into the dry dock, 
the dock was flooded and the ship was removed from its specially designed cradle. 
The dock had been flooded and the ship was floated off and tied to a pier on the 
Kennebec River. 

“This is the largest ship Bath Iron Works has ever constructed and the Navy’s largest 
destroyer. The launch was unprecedented in both its size and complexity,” said 
Capt. Jim Downey, the Zumwalt-class program manager for the Navy’s Program 
Executive Office, Ships. “Due to meticulous planning and execution, the operation 
went very smoothly. I’m extremely pleased with the results and applaud the 
combined efforts of the Navy-industry team.” 

Construction began on DDG 1000 in February 2009, and the Navy and its industry 
partners have worked to mature the ship’s design and ready their industrial facilities 
to build this advanced surface combatant. Zumwalt is currently more than 87 percent 
complete, and the shipbuilder will continue remaining construction work on the hull 
prior to plan delivery late next year. Because of the complexity of the first-of-class 

http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-10-30/kenya-expects-to-resolve-somalia-maritime-border-dispute.html
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ship, the Navy will perform a two-phase delivery process. Bath Iron Works will deliver 
the ship itself to the Navy in late 2014. Upon delivery, the Navy will then conduct 
combat systems activation, tests and trials, to include multiple underway periods. 
The ship is expected to reach its initial operating capability in 2016. The ship, the first 
of three Zumwalt-class destroyers, will provide independent forward presence and 
deterrence, support special operations forces and operate as part of joint and 
combined expeditionary forces. The Navy has incorporated many new technologies 
into the ship’s unique tumblehome hull, including an all-electric integrated power 
system and an Advanced Gun System, designed to fire rocket-powered, precision 
projectiles 63-nautical miles. 

The shape of the superstructure and the arrangement of its antennas significantly 
reduce the ship’s radar cross section, making the ship less visible to enemy radar at 
sea. The design also allows for optimal manning with a standard crew size of 130 
and an aviation detachment of 28 Sailors thereby decreasing lifecycle operations 
and support costs. The lead ship and class are named in honour of former Chief of 
Naval Operations Adm. Elmo R. “Bud” Zumwalt Jr., who served as chief of naval 
operations from 1970-1974. As one of the Defense Department’s largest acquisition 
organisations, PEO Ships, an affiliated PEO of the Naval Sea Systems Command, is 
responsible for executing the development and procurement of all major surface 
combatants, amphibious ships, special mission and support ships and special 
warfare craft. 

Source: Eurasia Review, 30 October 

Navy Pilots to Train in Russia for Gorshkov Ops 

Preparing to induct Admiral Gorshkov aircraft carrier, the Indian Navy has sent a 
batch of ten pilots to Russia for training to land and take-off fighter aircraft from the 
44,500 tonne warship. The Navy is going to induct the Admiral Gorshkov aircraft 
carrier now rechristened INS Vikramaditya on November 16 at the Sevmash 
shipyard in Russia and it is expected to reach India by January-end next year. 10 
Navy pilots have been sent to Russia for training in landing and take-off from aircraft 
carriers and they will practise on the shore-based test facilities provided by the 
Russian Government, Navy officials said here.  

The officials will undergo training for three to four months and would be ready for 
operating from the aircraft carrier by the time INS Vikramaditya reaches its bases in 
Karwar in Karnataka, they said. The Navy has already procured 21 MiG 29K 
maritime combat aircraft and is expected to induct 24 more such aircraft in the next 
couple of years, they said. The MiG 29Ks and the Admiral Gorshkov were ordered 
together by India for the aircraft carrier in 2004 but the Gorshkov has been delayed 
by over five years and has seen its cost getting doubled to USD 2.3 billion in this 
time-period. The induction of Gorshkov will see the Navy having two operational 
carriers, including INS Viraat. India is also manufacturing its first indigenous aircraft 
carrier in Cochin which is likely to be operational by 2018. 

Source: Business Standard, 31 October 

http://www.eurasiareview.com/30102013-us-navy-launches-lead-ship-new-destroyer-class/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+eurasiareview%2FVsnE+%28Eurasia+Review%29
http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/navy-pilots-to-train-in-russia-for-gorshkov-ops-113103101036_1.html
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Pipavav Defence Secures Order for Building 14 Coast Guard Vessels 

Shipbuilder Pipavav Defence and Offshore 
Engineering Co. Ltd is set to win a contract 
worth about Rs.920 crore from the Indian 
coast guard to design and construct 14 fast 
patrol vessels, or FPVs. The company said it 
had been declared the lowest bidder for the 
order under a competitive bidding process. 
The Mumbai-based company earlier secured 
a much larger contract worth about Rs.2,975 
crore from the ministry of defence for building 

five naval ships. FPVs are primarily used for patrol within exclusive economic zone, 
coastal patrol, anti-smuggling, anti-piracy and search and rescue operations. 
Securing contracts to build warships has emerged as an option for local shipyards 
seeking to sail through a global downturn in the industry and experts believe that 
more companies will bid aggressively for defence contracts as commercial orders 
are drying up. 

The navy and the Indian coast guard have lined up projects worth at least Rs.50,000 
crore for the next 10-15 years to patrol the country’s coastline that stretches over 
7,400km, according to the defence ministry. The government is also focusing on 
enhancing local defence production with private participation. In July, the 
government cleared Pipavav’s proposed joint venture with state-run Mazagon Dock 
Ltd to build warships for the Indian Navy. In September 2011, the defence ministry 
had put on hold the planned joint venture after rival companies said the selection of 
Pipavav lacked transparency. In a 31 July statement following the clearance, 
Pipavav said it was looking forward to joint marketing initiatives to tap the growing 
global demand for warships and submarines through its joint venture with Mazagon 
Dock. The company said it had “submitted bids worth $2 billion in various countries 
with respective local partners.” Pipavav Defence shares were nearly unchanged at 
Rs.51.80 apiece in early trade. 

Source: Mint, 31 October 

Pakistan’s Maritime Policy yet to be Nailed Down 

The draft of National Maritime Policy (NMP) has not been finalised despite the fact 
that it was prepared three-and-a-half years ago. Post-18th Amendment 
complications and reservations of provinces, especially Sindh and Baluchistan, in 
finalising country’s maiden maritime policy was costing the nation billion annually. 
This was stated by former Naval Staff vice chief and National Centre for Maritime 
Policy Director General Vice Admiral (r) Asaf Humayun at a seminar on ‘Blue 
Economy - Potential and Prospects’ held at the Institute of Policy Studies, 
Islamabad. He said that 18th Amendment in the constitution had devolved maritime 
functions to the provinces which lack the capacity and vision to deal with them and 
had not been able to take up the delegated functions even after passage of more 
than three years. Maritime sector should be redeemed as federal subject so that the 
steps for improvement of this strategically significant resource could be ensured 
through a unified command and integrated approach. 

http://www.livemint.com/Companies/xDwDkgl2fmRDYgvBiphxXI/Pipavav-Defence-secures-order-for-building-14-coast-guard-ve.html
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Noting that the policy had been drafted with the aim to bring comprehensive reforms 
in Pakistan’s maritime strategy and to address country’s dynamics of commerce and 
security, he said that delays in approval of policy have been affecting trade, 
economic activity and strategic interest of the country and are increasing economic, 
environmental and security issues for the nation. Instead of organising port 
operations under a unified command or at least through a coordinated effort, the 
maritime sector of the country was being dealt separately by different ministries and 
provincial governments. There should be an integrated approach to get rapid and 
long-term advantages of national sea territories, he urged. The government should 
also form an executive body at the federal level to deal with maritime issues instead 
of the inefficient maritime coordination committee in which currently 18 secretaries 
represent different departments, he suggested. 

Source: Pakistan Observer, 31 October 

 

Global Shipping at Risk, Major Security Weakness in Vessel Tracking System 
Exposed 

A computer security team has found a way to fake ship positions by exploiting 
weaknesses in a globally-used vessel tracking system. At the Hack in the Box 2013 
security conference here, the largely Italian team said the Automatic Identification 
System (AIS) - used in over 400,000 installations - was not at all secure. To prove 
their point, they showed how they were able to create an imaginary ship, complete 
with identity code, tonnage and even geographical coordinates off the Italian port city 
of Genoa earlier this year. "We were looking into ships and how they communicated, 
and we found that the AIS had no authentication or security mechanism involved," 
said team member Dr Marco Balduzzi. A senior threat researcher with IT security 
vendor Trend Micro, Balduzzi, his colleague Kyle Wihoit and independent researcher 
Alessandro Pasta studied the AIS, before coming up with attacks using the Internet 
and radio frequencies. According to Balduzzi, AIS transponders are required to be 
installed in cargo ships weighing above 300 tons and all passenger-carrying vessels. 

Starting about six months ago with some homemade equipment, the three were able 
to come up with at about eight types of security attacks. These included registering 
fake ships on geographical coordinates, faking collision alerts and weather forecasts. 
In one case they showed how an attacker could masquerade as a port authority and 
tell ships to change their AIS radio frequencies, isolating them from the rest of the 
world. Calling it frequency-hopping, Pasta said; "The port authorities have the power 
to remote control the AIS installed in a vessel to switch (radio) frequencies". "You 
can completely isolate a vessel, and only the attacker will know about the ship's 
state," he said. The team said that except for the fake ship creation off the Italian 
coast; all other attacks were conducted in controlled lab environments. They also 
informed various coast guards and marine-based agencies before carrying out their 
tests, including the International Telecommunication Union – Radio communication 
(ITU-R), which designed the AIS. 

http://pakobserver.net/detailnews.asp?id=222314
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They added that ITU-R "acknowledged" the group's findings, and that they were 
looking forward to working with them. Asked why the AIS didn't have any security 
measures in place, Pasta said its developers didn't think about this when they 
introduced it about 10 years ago. The team said that though these attacks had not 
been repeated anywhere else, it was still a cause for concern. "It's not just a 
Malaysian problem. It's a world problem," Balduzzi said when asked about a 
possibility of an attack in the Malacca Straits, which has some of the world's heaviest 
shipping traffic. "We hope awareness can push ITU-R into fixing it. It's a pretty 
severe issue," he said. 

Source: The Star, 16 October 

Maritime Connectivity Needed to Ensure Economic Growth 

The Indonesian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (Kadin) says that Indonesia 
needs short shipping routes with around 1,000 small ships that ply the routes in 
order to distribute economic growth across the archipelago. Kadin deputy for 
logistics sector and regional development M. Natsir Mansyur said that sea 
transportation was crucial to help boost the economy in underdeveloped regions that 
are surrounded by the sea. “We are the world’s largest archipelagic nation yet our 
economic development is concentrated in Java, Sumatra and our big cities. 
Underdeveloped regions need attention and by utilising the sea we could address 
this,” Natsir said. He said ships with a total capacity of below 5,000 deadweight 
tonnage (DWT) would be suitable for short shipping routes, such as Kupang–Ende, 
Makassar–Selayar and Bitung–Toli Toli. “We understand that developing this system 
will take some time, but we cannot wait any longer, otherwise development gaps will 
only widen. A lack of infrastructure, including maritime-based connectivity to rural 
areas, is one of the major factors holding up economic development,” Natsir went on. 

He also said that poor maritime connectivity had resulted in high logistics costs. The 
price of cement or other construction materials sold in Papua, for instance, could be 
as much as 10 times more expensive than that sold in Java, which hampered growth 
in the east, not to mention burdened players who wanted to expand in Papua, he 
said. “We are hoping that the government will provide incentives to shipping players 
willing to invest in smaller ships since maritime connectivity is the most effective and 
cheapest way to build our nation,” he continued. 

Separately, Transportation Ministry sea transportation director general Bobby 
Mamahit said that the ministry had developed pioneer sea services every year to 
channel economic development across the archipelago. Bobby said the ministry had 
opened 80 pioneer sea routes throughout this year to connect rural areas such as 
Meulaboh, Aceh; Sintete, West Kalimantan; Tahuna, North Sulawesi; and Saumlaki, 
Maluku to their respective capitals and larger cities in the provinces. He even said 
that pioneer ships had operated in some of the country’s underdeveloped and 
outlying islands such as Bepondi Island in Papua, which is close to Palau; Berhala 
Island in North Sumatra, which is near Malaysia and Kawalusu Island in North 
Sulawesi, which is close to the Philippines. “Short shipping routes are a new idea 
and we welcome any players who want to operate this route, because we do not 
have the capacity to develop all the routes. However, we are committed to continuing 
work on pioneer routes as well as develop regional ports to enhance connectivity,” 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Nation/2013/10/16/hackinthebox-shipping.aspx
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Bobby said. The ministry collaborates with state-owned shipping firm PT Pelni, state-
owned river, lake and crossing transportation firm PT ASDP as well as other private 
companies such as Samudera Sumber Artha to serve pioneer routes. The ships 
used to serve these routes carried between 200 DWT to 1,200 DWT. 

Source: The Jakarta Post, 30 October 

 

Maritime Waste: Our Oceans are threatened by a Toxic Tide 

-- Callum Roberts 

The ocean can be a lonely 
place. Ivan MacFadyen 
expected long weeks of 
isolation when in March he set 
sail from Melbourne to race his 
yacht to Japan, and then on to 
San Francisco. Having 
completed the same race 10 
years earlier, he expected the 
company of other ocean 
travellers. “I’ve done a lot of 
miles on the ocean in my life 
and I’m used to seeing turtles, 

dolphins, sharks and big flurries of feeding birds. But this time, for 3,000 nautical 
miles there was nothing alive to be seen,” he said. Only the clatter of rigging and 
slap of water broke the monotony. 

MacFadyen’s experience could hardly be more different from the French explorer La 
Pérouse’s crossing of the Pacific in 1787. Near the equator, he wrote that terns “flew 
in such numbers around our ships, especially during the night that we were deafened 
by their noise and it was difficult to hold a conversation on the upper deck, so that 
our fairly successful hunts provided us with some revenge for their screeching”. 

Comparisons are hard to make across the centuries, but the logs of other 18th-
century sailors relate similar tales of abundance, such as that of the English 
navigator George Shelvocke in 1726: “Whales… and other fish of a monstrous bulk, 
are in such numbers off the coast of Patagonia that they were really offensive to us 
very often. For they would come sometimes so close to us as to stifle us with their 
stench when they blew, and would lie so near us that I have frequently thought it 
impossible to escape striking upon them on every send of a sea.” 

My student Annie Murray has extracted records from such logs and contrasted them 
with encounters by modern adventurers, trans-oceanic rowers such as Roz Savage. 
Rowers have the time to observe life, but they reported only half the variety spotted 
by sailors of old, and the numbers of animals seen at a time could usually be 
counted on the fingers of two hands, as opposed to tens, hundreds or thousands. 

http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/10/30/maritime-connectivity-needed-ensure-economic-growth.html
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MacFadyen blames overfishing for the dearth of life. Seabirds and tuna might seem 
unlikely allies, but birds depend on them to drive prey within reach. If big predatory 
fish disappear, so do birds, and our insatiable appetite for tuna has driven down 
stocks to the point where birds are also dwindling. Terns dance on the waves as they 
pluck prey from the surface, so it is hardly surprising they have suffered big losses. 
In other places, industrial fishing targets forage fish – species such as herring and 
pilchards that support prolific food webs – to the point of collapse. Penguin colonies 
in Namibia have fallen silent as nearby waters have been stripped of the fish they 
depended upon. 

What rowers did see that 18th-century explorers did not was the flotsam and jetsam 
of modern life. Plastics were pervasive. One poignant moment for Mick Dawson and 
Chris Martin as they pulled themselves across the North Pacific came when they 
found an Albatross closely guarding a rubber ball. They were passing through the 
midst of a giant circulating current that concentrates floating trash in “the Great 
Pacific Garbage patch”.  

In a heartbreaking mismatch of ancient instinct with modernity, Laysan albatross 
cannot distinguish floating plastic from food. They scour thousands of miles of ocean 
to bring home “junk” food for their young. Chicks starve with full bellies and when 
their bodies rot away, they leave tragic piles of bottle tops, pens, cigarette lighters 
and plastic fragments to bleach in the sun. 

Tangled junk rafts snare bigger victims. I saw a photograph of a turtle dragging a ball 
of fishing net 20 times its size. Condemned to pull its burden through the sea, its life 
seemed as hopeless as that of Sisyphus, forced to roll a rock uphill only to have it 
roll down time and again. 

Near Hawaii, MacFadyen ran across the horrifying legacy of the Japanese tsunami 
which thickened the Pacific soup of debris when it launched the remains of coastal 
towns into the ocean. Lumps of debris as large as houses and countless wooden 
power poles trailing wire mingled with thousands of fishing floats and millions of 
pieces of polystyrene. 

MacFadyen’s pitiful voyage is emblematic of our reckless disregard for the ocean. 
For centuries we have treated it as endless and bottomless; a place that gives forth 
riches and swallows waste. But with more and more of us crowding the planet, we 
have gained the ability to destroy before finding the wisdom to exercise restraint. We 
depend utterly on the sea for life, not just in the sense of food, but for its role in 
keeping our world habitable. This year a high level Global Ocean Commission has 
been convened to consider what can be done to turn the tide. For the sake of all of 
us, let’s hope the world’s leaders listen and act when it reports next year. 

(Callum Roberts is Professor of Marine Conservation at the University of York. 'Ocean of Life: 
How Our Seas are Changing’ (Penguin) is shortlisted for the Royal Society Winton Prize for 
Science Books.) 

Source: The Telegraph, 21 October 
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Arctic Sunrise Case: Russia to Boycott International Maritime Tribunal over 
Greenpeace Arrests 

Russia says it will not participate 
in an international maritime 
tribunal over the arrests of the 
crewmembers of Greenpeace’s 
Arctic Sunrise during the oil rig 
protest in the Barents Sea in 
September. The Dutch 
government asked the 
International Tribunal for the 
Law of the Sea to order Russia 
to free all the 30 crewmembers 
of the Greenpeace ship, which 

have been held on piracy charges since their detention by Russian border guards on 
September 18. Moscow dismissed the request sent to the Hamburg-based tribunal 
and said it will not take part in the proceedings. “The Russian side has informed the 
Netherlands and the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea that it does not 
accept the arbitration procedure in the Arctic Sunrise case, and is not planning to 
take part in the hearing,” the Russian Foreign Ministry said in a statement. 

Russia also pointed out that back in 1997, when it ratified the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea, it refused to acknowledge the settlement 
procedures, which result in mandatory decisions in disputes over sovereign rights 
and jurisdictions. “That is exactly the kind of jurisdiction that we are exercising in the 
Arctic Sunrise case,” the Ministry said. Greenpeace’s activists violated Russian law 
in an exclusive economic zone and continental shelf when staging their protest 
against the Prirazlomnaya oil rig, the statement added. However, Moscow remains 
“open to the settlement” of the situation around the case. Greenpeace responded 
later saying that the cited reservation to the convention is “overboard and does not 
apply in this instance.” 

“It’s positive to see that Russia remains open to settling this case. That said, Russia 
cannot pick and choose which parts of the Convention on the Law of the Sea it will 
apply,” stated Greenpeace’s International Legal Counsel, Daniel Simons. “It seems 
the Russian authorities don't welcome the prospect of the lawfulness of their actions 
being assessed by an independent tribunal.” In Simons’ view, if Russia believes that 
the maritime tribunal lacks jurisdiction, “the normal and proper thing to do would be 
to raise this at the hearing.”  

All 30 Arctic Sunrise crewmembers – who come from 18 different countries - have 
been placed in pre-trial detention in the city of Murmansk, northern Russia, till 
November 24. Under the law, the piracy charge can carry a penalty of up to 15 years 
behind bars. The arrest of the activists has sparked a wave of international criticism, 
with supporters organizing protest activities worldwide. As part of Greenpeace’s 
“Free the Arctic 30” campaign, over 1.5 million people across the globe have sent 
letters to Russian embassies demanding their release. 

Source: RT, 23 October 
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Arctic Temperatures Highest in 44,000 Years 

Average summer temperatures in the eastern Canadian Arctic are higher than they 
have been in at least the past 44,000 years and perhaps higher than at any time in 
the past 120,000 years, according to a new study. Researchers at the University of 
Colorado, Boulder say the warmth there exceeds that of the Early Holocene era, 
when the amount of the sun’s energy reaching the Northern Hemisphere in summer 
was roughly 9 percent greater than today. “The key piece here is just how 
unprecedented the warming of Arctic Canada is,” said Professor Gifford Miller, a 
fellow at CU-Boulder’s Institute of Arctic and Alpine Research who led the study. 
“This study really says the warming we are seeing is outside any kind of known 
natural variability, and it has to be due to increased greenhouse gases in the 
atmosphere.” Miller and his colleagues used dead moss clumps emerging from 
melting ice caps on Baffin Island as tiny calendars. At four different ice caps, 
radiocarbon dates show the mosses had not been exposed to the elements since at 
least 44,000 to 51,000 years ago. 

Since radiocarbon dating is only accurate to about 50,000 years and because 
Earth’s geological record shows it was in a glaciations stage prior to that time, the 
indications are that Canadian Arctic temperatures today have not been matched or 
exceeded for roughly 120,000 years, Miller said. The researchers compiled the age 
distribution of 145 radiocarbon-dated plants in the highlands of Baffin Island that 
were exposed by ice recession during the year they were collected by the 
researchers. All samples collected were within 1 meter of the ice caps, which are 
generally receding by 2 to 3 meters a year. “The oldest radiocarbon dates were a 
total shock to me,” said Miller. Located just west of Greenland, the 315,999-square-
kilometer Baffin Island is the fifth largest island in the world. Most of it lies above the 
Arctic Circle. Many of the ice caps on the highlands of Baffin Island rest on relatively 
flat terrain, usually frozen to their beds. 

“Where the ice is cold and thin, it doesn’t flow, so the ancient landscape on which 
they formed is preserved pretty much intact,” Miller added. To reconstruct the past 
climate of Baffin Island beyond the limit of radiocarbon dating, the team used data 
from ice cores previously retrieved by international teams from the nearby Greenland 
Ice Sheet. The new study also showed summer temperatures cooled in the 
Canadian Arctic by about 5 degrees Fahrenheit from roughly 5,000 years ago to 
about 100 years ago – a period that included the Little Ice Age from 1275 to about 
1900. “Although the Arctic has been warming since about 1900, the most significant 
warming in the Baffin Island region didn’t really start until the 1970s,” said Miller. 
“And it is really in the past 20 years that the warming signal from that region has 
been just stunning. All of Baffin Island is melting, and we expect all of the ice caps to 
eventually disappear, even if there is no additional warming.” A paper on the subject 
appeared online Oct. 23 in Geophysical Research Letters, a journal published by the 
American Geophysical Union. 

Source: Eurasia Review, 25 October 
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