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New Maritime issues Emerge as Power Balances Change
-- Brahma Chellaney

New technology, unconventional threats, and geopolitical realities are fundamentally
transforming mariti me af f as mastime Muntahnies atih o ut
not demarcat ed, the stakes are high. Wa t
surface, and almost half the global population lives within 200km of a coastline.
These facts help explain why 9 0&%outed Withh e
countless freighters, fishing boats, passenger ferries, yachts, and cruise ships
ploughing the waters, a pressing concern is maritime security i a mission assigned

to national navies, coast guards, and harbour polices.

The maritime order has entered a phase of evolutionary change in response to
global power shifts. Changing maritime-power equations symbolise the birth pangs
of a new world order. For example, energy considerations are being transformed as
the centre of gravity in the hydrocarbon world begins to shift from the Gulf to the
Americas, thanks to the shale boom, hydrocarbon extraction in the South Atlantic
and Canadabés Al berta province, incl udi
sea power will continue for the foreseeable future, while Europe will remain a
significant maritime player. However, one recent projection suggests that as global
GDP doubles over the next two decades, China will come to own one-quarter of the
worl ddéds mer chan tPadfit states including Japan, Sduth Kaea, India
and Vietnam will also significantly enlarge their maritime footprints.

The Asia-Pacific region, with its crowded and in some cases contested sea lanes, is
becoming the centre of global maritime competition. Seaborne tensions there are
high due to rival sovereignty claims, resource competition, naval-force build-ups, and
rising nationalism. A lot of attention has focused on the maritime implications of
Chinabés rise. President Xi Jinping h aod
sea power. The risks of maritime conflict arising from mistake or miscalculation are
higher between China and its neighbours than between China and the United States.
There has been a course correction in
Asia, to steer away from anything that looks like taking on Beijing. Washington has
bent over backward to tamp down the military aspects of the pivot.

Moreover, the US has pointedly refused to take sides in sovereignty disputes
between China and its neighbours. It has sought the middle ground between seeking

to restrain China and reassuring allies s
the words of James Steinberg, a former deputy US secretary of state. China has also

shied away from directly challenging US i nterests or steppi
Instead, its assertiveness has been directed largely at its neighbours. China is
seeking to alter the territorial and maritime status quo in Asia little by little. This is

what a Chinese general, Zhang Zhaozhon g , has called a

surround a contested area with multiple layers of security, thus denying access to

any rivals.
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This bit-by-bit strategy increases the risk of maritime conflict through overreach and

it can encourage neighbouring countries to unite, overcoming their differences to
collaborate strategically. The new international maritime challenges, however, go
beyond Chinadés territorial Acreep. 0 The
of the global geopolitical competition. The growing importance of maritime resources

and of sea-lane safety, as well as the concentration of economic boom zones along

the worlddés <coastlines, has made mari ti mf
challenges today include non-traditional threats such as climate security,
transnational terrorism, illicit fishing, human trafficking and environmental
degradation. Deep seabed mining has emerged as a major new strategic issue in the
worl ddos oceans. Fr om s e e kiicongginihgovaluadepmetalss | p h
such as silver, gold, copper, manganese, cobalt and zinc i to mining phosphorus
nodules for fertilisers, the international competition over seabed-mineral wealth is
underscoring the imperative for international cooperative action to create a
regulatory regime and to ensure environmental protection.

Some of the outstanding boundary, sovereignty and jurisdiction issues i covering
waters from the Arctic to the Indian Ocean i carry serious conflict potential. The
recrudescence of territorial and maritime disputes, largely tied to the competition
over natural resources, will increasingly have a bearing on maritime peace and
security around the world. To compound matters, some important players, including
the United States, are still not party to the 1982 UN Convention on the Law of the
Sea (UNCLOS). Iran recently seized an Indian oil tanker, holding it for about a
month, but India could not file a complaint with the International Tribunal for the Law
of the Sea, because Tehran, also, has not ratified UNCLOS. The seizure of the
tanker, carrying I raqi oi |, appeared
reduction of Iranian oil purchases, under US pressure. That is a good example of the
way great-power rivalries continues to complicate international maritime security.
These rivalries are mirrored in foreign-aid port-building projects, attempts to assert
control over energy supplies and transport routes and the establishment of listening
posts and special navallaccess arrangement sadadrteriesgThd h e
evolving architecture of global governance will determine how the world handles the
pressing maritime challenges it confronts.

(Brahma Chellaney, a leading strategic thinker and an analyst of international geostrategic
trends, istheauthor , most recently, of HAWater, Peace,

Source: The National, 2 November
Diaoyu/Senkaku Disputes 8 A View from China

-- Ren Xiao

The territorial dispute over the
Diaoyu/Senkaku islands between China
and Japan is once again disrupting
regional security i
always been like this. How did the
situation become so sensitive? China
and Japan have come a long way since
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they normalised diplomatic relations 40 years ago. Bilateral trade now exceeds
US$300 billion annually. Every day, dozens of flights travel between multiple
destinations in Japan and China, ferrying tourists and businesspeople across the
East China Sea. China has opened six consulates general in different parts of
Japan, highlighting the intensity of bilateral contacts.

This success was made possible because Japan and China decided to shelve their
dispute over the Diaoyu/Senkaku islands back in the 1970s. Over the past 40 years,

ther e have been al | ki nds of i ncident so

countries have always handled them in a relatively cool-headed way. Their attitudes
meant that n elopédimoaimdj@ arisiHs dev

But things seemed to change in September 2010, when a trawler incident in the East
China Sea seriously affected Sinoi Japanese relations. The issue has gone from bad
to worse. In September 2012, the Japanese government went ahead with

6nationalising6 the islands, as a responifs

attempt to purchase them, and a serious crisis broke out.

6Nationalisationd means Obecoming the
islands, becoming the Japane s e government 0s. For Chi
change to the status quo, and Beijing
feeling among the people was that between 1972 and 2012 Japan had taken

nat
na
rea

advantage of Chi nads alysréngtlzened its cantrall of thg st e

i sl ands. Japands change in position, f
one entirely, was a fundamental shift. For people in China, this is a position that had
to be rebuffed outright. It is a position even mainstream Japanese scholars have
reservations about. And there is a str
6nationalisationdé decisively, Japan
some time later. This Japanese action triggered the worst setback in relations since
1972.

At the time, then Vice-President Xi Jinping was put in charge of handling the
Diaoyu/Senkaku crisis. Following the leadership change of March 2013, Xi assumed
full charge of domestic and foreign policies. This means there will be strong
continuity and little room for making concessions on the island dispute.

It is unfortunate that relations have become so problematic. For a long time, China
has regarded the relationship with Japan as a vital part of its foreign policy. Between
September 2006, when Shinzo Abe became
and September 2010, when the fishing boat clash resulted in a crisis, Beijing made
strenuous efforts to mend the bilateral relationship, which was damaged during the
period of Japanés Koi zumi government .

Unfortunately, at the time of the trawler incident the inexperienced Democratic Party
of Japan government was ill-equipped to maintain calm. Nonetheless, after the 3/11
great earthquake, China extended considerable disaster relief, which was in part
aimed at bringing the relationship back on track. Meanwhile, the two countries began
to prepare for the upcoming 40th anniversary of the normalisation of their
relationship in 2012.

Page 6 0of 61




Both parties agreed to a long list of activities 1 high-level visits and cultural or
educational exchanges, for example i which would create a positive atmosphere

and i mprove relations. But | ater devel op
move to nationalise the Diaoyu/Senkaku islands presented a bigger and more-
difficult setback than the two countries had bargained for. There remains a wide and
fundamental gap between the two governments as well as between their research
communities.

This difficult situation is exacerbated by history. China was invaded by Japan and
suffered atrocities at the hands of Japanese imperial forces. These acts live on in
Chinabos coll ective memor .y, especially
touching this wound again and again. Relations with Japan have always been a
complex and sensitive issue in Chinabos
Diaoyu/Senkaku dispute come up in the news, people in China become emotional
and angry. Chinese leaders and officials cannot afford to be seen as soft towards
Japan.

One of the steps China has taken is to send in Chinese ships to the disputed waters

for regular patrol and o0l aw enforcement 6.
jurisdiction and joint patrolling 1n the
uni | at er al 6control of the 1slands. Bei |
territorial dispute position.

0
0

Another step was to create a National Maritime Affairs Committee (Guojia haiyang
weiyuanhui), an inter-agency coordinating body, and to reinforce the State Oceanic
Administration (SOA) by merging several separate organisations.

This measure was especially important. These organisations were long criticised as
being scattered and poorly coordinated.
agencies were controlled by different parent organisations, earning them the moniker
6five dragons governing the seab (iWhind
Marine Surveillance, the Border Control Department, the Fisheries Law Enforcement
Command, and the Maritime Anti-Piracy Police i no longer exist. Instead, their
functions have been combined under the SOA. Only the fifth dragon, the Maritime
Safety Administration (MSA), remains a separate organisation.

The broad aim of this reform is to enable Chinese maritime law enforcement
capabilities to be used in a more controlled manner while also retaining their
effectiveness as an instrument of national power. In the meantime, both Japan and
China are trying to beef up the capabilities of their coast guards by using retired
military ships.

Japands oOnationalisationdé of the islan
the prime ministership last December. He has made a number of provocative
remarks and his stated intention to revise the Japanese Constitution has put China

on alert. In this context, China decided to postpone the China-Japan-South Korea
summit meeting originally scheduled for May 2013. Chinese leaders are wary of
Abeds words and deeds and ar e -levellJapanesa nt
officials in such a negative atmosphere.
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Af t er its victory in the July wupper hous é
now enjoys a stable majority in both houses of the Diet and will not face an election

until 2016. But while this gives Prime Minister Abe an opportunity to recalibrate
Japands foreign policy towards better rel
take it.

In this environment, concessions are becoming increasingly harder to make, if not
getting worse. The two countries have to agree to talk about what they should do to

avoid military conflict in the East China Sea, before they are able to sort out the
sovereignty issue. Five years ago, while LDP was in office in Japan, the two
governments agreed to buulbd!l ya Oen afaiteigd l
between them which, if implemented, would bring about a favourable environment

for both of them. Now is the time for both Tokyo and Beijing to rethink this strategic
objective or relationship.

(Ren Xiao is Director of the Centre for the Study of Chinese Foreign Policy at Fudan University,
Shanghai, China.)

Source: East Asia Forum, 4 November

Debating Austral i a@yersAir Warfare Dest

-- David McDonough

A lively debate has
$8 billion acquisition of three Hobart-class
Air Warfare Destroyers (AWDs*). Some
see the possibility that the new
government in Canberra might add
another AWD to this procurement orderd
t hough ASPI 6s Mark Tho
excellent job of setting out the counter
arguments. Others have criticised AWDs
as being both overly expensive and
unnecessary in Ilght of advanced anti-ship weaponry, with Hugh White being among
the most vocal.

P e ——

White even proposed scrapping larger destroyers in favour of smaller vessels armed

with anti-s hi p weapons. He doesnoét specify the
makes it difficult to directly argue agai
significantly less displacement than the 7000-tonne AWD or the larger frigates that

are staple of both the British and Canadian naval fleets. He likely envisions a surface

fleet composed of relatively small frigates, such as the 3,000-tonne Anzac shipsd
without the more formidable capabilities provided by either the AWD or even the
remaining Adelaide-class guided missile frigates, which the AWD is designed to
replace.

Hugh Whiteds comments have generated
including his flawed use of history and understating the need to safeguard shipping
lanes. | want to specifically address his proposal that the Royal Australian Navy
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(RAN) should opt to procure smaller surface ships, which are too often seen as a
panacea to the ills (and costs) of acquiring larger vessels.

To be sure, smaller ships are cheaper to construct and build. Such an advantage
Sshoul dnot be casually dismissed, especi al
Yet White also argues for a greatly expanded fleet of submarinesd by doubling the

number of expensive Collins replacements to 24, thereby eating up any savings

gained from scrapping the AWD and then some. To compensate, the RAN would

l' i kely have to settle for a futur etordyur f acfe
terms of ship displacement but in fleet size as well.

Large warships also have certain benefits compared to their smaller brethren. For
one, vessels like the AWD have better sea-keeping characteristics, due to their size
and heavier displacement. This could prove especially useful when facing the
sometimes large waves around Australia. Another factor associated with large ships
is their greater fuel capacity and interior volume to hold supplies. As a result, they
also generally enjoy better endurance than smaller vessels and good operational
range for their sized a fact that holds true even with possible trade-offs between
displacement and fuel consumption.

Large warships also have more space to hold military equipment, including combat
systems, weapons, communications, and sensors. For example the Aegis combat
system and vertical launch system (VLS) of the Hobart class, which together
provides a particularly potent area air defence (AAD) capability. Indeed, Hugh White
goes to some length to criticise AAD as an unnecessary, higher-end capability,
which he sees as inextricably tied to providing cover for equally unnecessary
amphibious operations.

Yet this depiction underplays the versatility of AAD, even as it ignores the full range
of capabilities provided by a large warship like the AWD. Yes, these Aegis ships can
serve a useful role facilitating amphibious operations. But they also provide a
prudent means of defence against air threats for naval surface ships more
generallyd a capability that provides an additional layer of protection to supplement

the relatively | imited point defence on N 6

One shoul dnot underestimate the i mportandje
protection for RAN or allied naval task groups, but is an important pathway to ensure
continued interoperability with US Navy. For example, Aegis ships have the potential

for remotely engaging targets using other available radar sensors, which could be
combined with fifth-generation aircraft to form an integrated sensor network amongst

allied air and naval fleets. At the very least, these ships provide a crucial means for

the RAN to help facilitate the continued integration of its less sophisticated warships

into USN carrier strike groups.

Yet these ships also feature a whole suite of other capabilities. The AWD

incorporates a sophisticated command-and-control system, so it can not only protect
allied naval task group with AAD but also has the capacity to take command of them.
The ships will have a formidable anti-ship capability provided by Harpoon missiles
and torpedoes and be equally adept at anti-submarine warfare. One should also not
forget that these ships are armed with a sizable 48-cell VLS which can potentially
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hold Tomahawk missiles for land-attack missions and, if the Aegis system gets
upgraded, even more advanced Standard Missiles to provide an anti-ballistic missile
capability.

The AWD is an inherently versatile platform capable of holding a range of different
capabilities, with a capacity for undertaking a variety of missions not easily replicated

on smaller vessels. With their larger hulls, the AWD enjoys not only greater flexibility

in terms of choice of armaments, but also a stronger capacity to be refitted with new
technologies and equipment in the future. Small ships like the Anzac can also be
refitted for different missions, recently demonstrated by their air defence upgrade,
includingasingle8cel | VLS. But the Anzacbds small e
architectural flexibility.

It therefore seems only prudent for the RAN to proceed with acquiring a true multi-
purpose ship like the Hobart-class AWD, which has versatility in choice of
armaments, architectural flexibility when it comes to refits, and continuing high-levels
of naval interoper abi | ity with Australiabds most

a tempting way to avoid their high costs. But they also entail strategic risk, especially
if the higher-end sea control capabilities derided by Hugh White are ever needed.

*Strictly, these ships should be designated DDG for guided missile destroyer, but
AWD has become the common usage.

(David S. McDonough is a SSHRC post-doctoral fellow in the Department of Political Science,
University of British Colombia and a research fellow in the Centre for Foreign Policy Studies at
Dalhousie University.)

Source: The Strategist, 5 November

Amphi bious Capability is Exactly Néedst Aus

-- Thomas Lonergan

Hugh White got it wrong last week. He
erroneously asserted that the two amphibious
Landing Helicopter Dock (LHD) and three Air
Warfare Destroyer (AWD) ships currently being
built for the Navy are
and unac hi evabl e mi ssion. 0
offering is just more of the same anti-large ship
rhetoric that Professor White has pushed over

the | ast ten or so years.
i's becoming quite weary.

— Professor
Australiads nascent amphibious
land ground forces into high-i nt ensi ty conf I i
exclusively designed to escort the LHDs in a major war scenario. (For this discussion
hereon, | 61 | focus on t he amphi bi ous capabi
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Professor Whiteds misrepresentation of
their on-going banter worthy of reading!)

The prevailing conception of what amphibious manoeuvre entails today has been
distorted by modern Hollywood depictions of history. Horrific scenes portrayed in film

such as Saving Private Ryan, The Thin Red Line and The Pacific reflect the tactics

and capabilities of a bygone era that have been well and truly usurped by modern
technology, evolved mission sets and dramatically reduced tolerance levels for loss

by the community. Per haps this is why Professor Whi
one of Australiabds preeminent str adfemqgi c
Deputy Secretary, he should be better informed than the average lay person
watching the big screen.

No astute military force in the world promotes the types of amphibious assaults
undertaken in World War Il or the Korean War as a feasible tactic in contemporary
conflict. Not even the US Navy and US Marine Corpsoundoubtedly the
powerful and capable amphibious forced believes in the utility of directly opposed
amphibious landings. Twenty-first century amphibious manoeuvre, underpinned by
concepts like Ship-To-Objective Manoeuvre and Sea Basing, are about avoiding
direct engagement when lodging a force from the sea to the land objective.

The ADFO6s dmephieduqgperatiy concept (PDF)d oesnot envi s a
intensity conflict or maj or war . Rat her
overarching maritime strategy, the concept is being developed for the likely future

needs of Southeast Asia and the South Pacific. Emphasis is being placed on military
support to humanitarian assistance and disaster recovery, evacuation operations

from unstable areas, peace-enforcement, peace-keeping, and, domestically,
Defence Aid to the Civil Community (DACC). Within these mission sets, the ADF is
focussed on being able to integrate and enable inter-agency, international
organisation and NGO roles and needs within the amphibious capability.

In the immediate aftermath of the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami, Australia and the US
rapidly provided extensive assistance to Indonesia and Thailand through amphibious
forces. If scenarios similar to East Timor 1999 or 2006 arose again, the LHDs would
allow the ADF to deploy larger forces more expeditiously into more areas
simultaneously, thereby permitting restoration of security and peace more quickly.
Traditional amphibious operations will still have a place for the ADF, but adapted to
the contemporary world. A raid from the sea could be undertaken by LHD-based
Special Forces against a terrorist group to recover Australians hostage, or to seize
materials related to weapons of mass destruction being proliferated illegally by
hostile actors. A demonstration, through presence activities or training exercises,
could provide a cost-effective way to deter aggression or to shape and influence a
precarious environment.

The ships have been bought and are nearing completion. Army and Navy personnel
are already training closely together.
amphibious capability could be employed would be more useful to practitioners than
inveterate opinions on decisions made many years ago. Possessing a flexible and
capable amphibious capability with utility across a wide range of missions makes
cl ear strategi c lisomn drategic deagsaphy aeémarad® such a
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capability, as do the challenges the ADF and whole-of-government space are likely

to face in coming decades. The investment in amphibious capability will undoubtedly
provide our national decision-makers with great flexibility in years to come, and will
prove to be a sage investment on behalf o
all about China!

(Thomas Lonergan is a current serving Australian Army officer with recent experience in the
ADFO6s e memppibioug capability. These are his personal views.)

Source: The Strateqgist, 7 November

The South China Sea: Evolution of or Disregard for International Law?
-- Huy Duong and Tuan Pham

In the articlei The South China Sea: ,WhrkVYalerCia has a
proposed a number of statements that China could make in justification of its stance
in the South China Sea disputes. This article analyses some of those statements and
concludes that they show that Chinaos
international law in a way that cannot be addressed by rhetoric or justified as
evolution of international law.

The Statements

*As stated in its Law on the Exclusive Economic Zone and the Continental Shelf, China claims historic
rights in much of the South China Sea. This claim is symbolised by its nine-dashed line map. This
claim includes sovereignty over all the islands, rocks, reefs and banks within this nine-dashed line. It
also includes sovereign rights over the living and non-living resources as well as the quality of the
marine environment. The extent of its claim, the sharing of resources within it, and the details of the
regime itself are subject to negotiation.

This is actually what China has been saying. However, it is unusual for a country to
make a claim without specifying the extent of the claim, the details of the regime
claimed and the basis of the claim, and then demand that the other claimants
negotiate with it. When countries make claims, they normally have a basis for that
claim, and the extent and nature of the claim follow on from that basis. The
statement above seems to be a claim in search of basis and definition.

*The 1982 UNCLOS does not define historic tit
historic rights is distinct from the concept of historic waters in that the latter is commonly considered to
imply a regime of internal waters that does not permit freedom of navigation and over flight. China has
not and will not impede the freedom of navigation for commercial and normal peaceful purposes.

Both before and after the advent of UNCLOS, international law guarantees the
freedom of navigation on the high seas. It is undisputed that this freedom of
navigation includes the freedom to conduct military activities that are for normal
peaceful purposes. When UNCLOS introduced the regime of the Exclusive
Economic Zone, it stipulated that the freedom of navigation in the EEZ is the same
as that on the high seas as long as the exercise of that freedom not incompatible
with its stipulations on the EEZ, which are about the exploration, exploitation,
conservation and management of marine resources, and other economic activities.
UNCLOS does not modi fy the criteria for
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to the high seas. It logically follows that the freedom of navigation in the EEZ
includes the freedom to conduct military activities that are allowed on the high seas,

except for those that i mpi nge upon the

jurisdiction over resources, marine scientific research and environmental protection
in its EEZ. This is the view of the US and that of most countries in the world. China
and a minority of countries, on the other hand, want the freedom of navigation in the
EEZ regarding military activities to be closer to the regime prescribed for the
territorial sea than to that for the high seas. Effectively, China wants to turn
UNCLOSO0s Exclusive Economic Zone 1into
reasonably be viewed be an infringement of the freedom of navigation.

*China also reserves its rights under the 1982 UNCLOS to claim territorial waters, continental shelf,
extended continental shelf, and EEZs from its sovereign territory within the nine-dashed line.

It is true that in principle a State has the rights to claim territorial sea, EEZ and
extended continental shelf from sovereign or claimed territories. However, if two
countries have mainland coasts that face each other across a sea 200 nm wide, it
would be most unreasonable for one of them to claim most of that sea, thus creating
a conflict that affects most of that sea, and then to demand that the other give it a
share of t he resources Just of f t he
countries would only claim rights up to the equidistance lines. There might be
disagreements on how the equidistance line is drawn, which would create a narrow
strip of conflict area in the middle of the sea. Jurisprudence on maritime delimitation
i's consistent with this. I f one of islandse
rather than by the mainland, it would be contrary to jurisprudence for that country to
even claim rights and jurisdiction up to the equidistance line.

Given that the South China Sea is a small, semi-enclosed sea, it is absurd for any
country to use its rights under UNCLOS to claim rights and jurisdiction up to 200
nautical miles from the Paracels and Spratlys or to claim anything as remotely
expansive as the nine-dashed line. Such claims are unreasonable, contrary to
international practice, and inconsistent with jurisprudence on maritime delimitation.
Such claims put most of the South China Sea in dispute, with disastrous
consequences for security, stability and development in the region.
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The nine-dashed line lies beyond the equidistance lines and thus cannot be justified by
maritime zones derived from the disputed Paracels and Spratlys.

For example, if Vietnam were to cite its rights under UNCLOS to claim the
Qiongdongnan Basin that would certainly increase the tensions in the South China
Sea.

*Since maritime boundaries within the nine-dashed line area have not been agreed and the area is in
dispute, there should be no unilateral drilling for hydrocarbons. The claimants should enter into interim
arrangements of a practical nature such as joint development of resources in disputed areas.

If that is the case then China should stop unilateral drilling for hydrocarbons in the

Qi ongdongnan Basin, which is within 200

and of the disputed Paracels. Furthermore, it should stop other unilateral activities in
the Paracels and its surrounding waters.

Countries cannot make arbitrary and excessive claims and expect others to give
them a share of whatever they claim. If the nine-dashed line is used as the boundary
of a maritime claim, that claim is patently an arbitrary one. It is excessive because it
extends well beyond the equidistance lines between the disputed islands and the
surrounding territories, whereas international law of maritime delimitation from
jurisprudence would give these islands EEZs that fall far short of those lines.

Further, this argument is mischievous and potentially dangerous, as it may
encourage States to make unreasonable territorial claims that create arbitrary
Adi sput ed ar eas 0eny ather&tatesahie tightngpcarry bub legdimate
activities in a territory. For instance, the United States could lay claim to Hainan and
insist that China halt dAunil ater al act
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*China has been consistent in its policy of being willing to negotiate these issues. China has proven

its sincerity in negotiating and abiding by conflict management agreements in similar situations such

as with Vietnam in the Beibuwan, with Japan in the East China Sea regarding oil and gas, fisheries

and scientific research, and with the Republic of Korea in the Yellow Sea regarding fisheries. China

has also offered to fund cooperative activities i
claims to the area.

While the Paracels are clearly disputed territories, China has never been prepared to
negotiate any issue regarding them with Vietham. China has never been prepared to
discuss any co-operative activity with Vietnam in the waters around the Paracels. In
fact, China has attempted to drive Viethamese fishermen out of the area, where they
have traditionally fished for many generations.

One must ask whether China is sincere when it says it is willing to negotiate.

*China believes that the United States, despite its claims to the contrary, is not neutral in this matter.

The US insists that China must base its claims solely on the 1982 UNCLOS although the US itself has

not ratified it. The US insists that any claims to maritime jurisdiction in the South China Sea must be

from land implyingt hat Chi naés <c¢l ai m t o hdasheddireiisdnvalidi Thé WSs

also insists that China negotiate these issues multilaterally with a bloc of claimants and non-claimants.

China believes that settlement of the disputes should be negotiate d by O6sovereign s
concernedd as sti pul &hinadgreedDedatation &f Cohdlct iA BiESoIth China

Sea (DoC) and that non-regional parties should not be involved. China also urges the ASEAN
claimants to resolve relevant outstanding issues between themselves first.

The USO0s insistence that any <c¢laims to
territories (which includei sl ands) i s based on the princ
sead from customary i nthe US$ en rightiully lassert shat. A

principle, regardless of whether it has ratified UNCLOS or not. As a country that has
ratified UNCLOS, which codifies that principle, China must certainly abide by it.

It is true that the first avenue for settling disputes is negotiation between the
claimants. However, while China rejects legal arbitration, it refuses to settle the
guestion of sovereignty by negotiation a;g
disputes cannot be settled in a peaceful manner. It does not take much imagination
to guess which country stands to gain most from that situation.

*Regarding creation, evolution and interpretations of international law, it should be borne in mind that

the US itself wunilaterally ibhimeajedi sdectobonépti
Proclamation on the Continental Shel f-widdneed forunewt i f i
sources of petroleum and other mineral so; t hat A
theseresour ces should be encouraged?o; and that ir
required in the interest of their conservation and prudent utilisation when and as development is
undertaken. o

It is true that international law is continually created, it continually evolves. However,
after making the Truman Declaration the US did not, and does not, claim most of the
Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean Sea. It did not, and does not; make claims against
Canada that extend way beyond the equidistance line. In making the Truman
Declaration, the US pushed its claims into the high seas, not waters which were
regarded by international law at the time as belonging to its neighbours.
Furthermore, the United States did not pursue its claims under the Truman
Declaration using force or threats of using force but through international
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negotiations and other peaceful means which led to the adoption of the 1958
Convention on the Continental Shelf.

When China makes maritime claims up to the nine-dashed line, it claims most of the
South China Sea, pushing its claim into maritime space that in all likelihood belong to
other countries according to contemporary international law. Furthermore, it pursues
its claim using force and coercion. Inter alia, it has threatened to ram the
Philippinesds survey ship in the Reed
seismic cables of Vietnamdés survey shi
international petroleum companies into pulling out of contracts with Vietnam and the
Philippines, and has fired on Vietnamese fishing boats.

It is true that international law is subject to interpretation, and interpretation can be
subjective. The international courts exist to provide an avenue for objective
interpretation of international law. The US has on previous occasions subjected its
territorial claims to the international courts, in the disputes with the Netherlands over
Palmas Island, and in the dispute with Canada in the Gulf of Maine. Among South
East Asian countries, Cambodia, Thailand, Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore have
also let the international courts interpret international law regarding territorial
disputes.

China, on the other hand, makes arbitrary claims, interpret international law in its
own subjective ways, and reject the option of allowing the international court to apply
international law to asses it claims.

*China maintains that ot her c¢claimants are violati
complicate or escal at e di sputes a n d cupyifgf cg bdildingp e a ¢
structures on disputed features, unilaterally exploring for petroleum, internationalising the issues,
conducting military exercises with outside powers
other claimants to abide by the DoC and refrain from such activities.

This statement is untenable in three aspects. First, China itself occupies and builds
on disputed structures, unilaterally explores for petroleum in the northern part of the
South China Sea, even within the 12-nautical-mile territorial sea of the disputed
Paracels, unilaterally imposes its national laws on citizens of other States in areas of
overlapping claims, and uses violence against Viethamese fishermen in disputed
areas. Second, no littoral state, except China, has conducted military exercise in
areas of overlapping claims. Third, the DOC does not forbid military exercises in
undisputed areas with outside powers.

The two biggest complications for the
Paracels dispute with Vietham and the ninec<das hed | i ne, whi ch
claim to most of the South China Sea, well beyond the maritime space that can
reasonably be said to appertain to the disputed Paracels and Spratlys.

The Philosophical Justification

At the end of the proposal, Mark Valencia raised the question of China challenging
the existing world system and contemporary international law,
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Of course the legal purists who think international law is absolute and unchanging

and are wedded to the status quo i which favours Western powersd will criticise this
position. But the reality is that andimster
evolution and interpretation will be influenced by rising nations T just as they have
been i nfl uenced by t da Ehitassuchd @ staiemant wollce a d e
indicate it has Ariseno and is ready to
contemporary interpretations of international lawd if necessary to protect its
interests.

One does not have to be a legal purist to see that the rule of law is preferable to the
rule of arms. For all their limitations international legal mechanisms including
UNCLOS have helped resolve peacefully many maritime disputes which in the old
days would have resulted in armed conflicts. It must also be remembered that the
present UNCLOS prevails in the world not because it was imposed by the Western
powers, but because it has received overwhelming support from countries large and
small.

It i s a mistake to attri but e ihestg a beliebthaj
international law is absolute and unchanging. The law of the sea has evolved from
the concept of a 3-nautical mile territorial sea to 12 nautical miles, to the rights of the
coastal state over its continental shelf, and to the 1982 UNCLOS. As world
population and economic demands increase, and as technology advances, the law
of the sea will continue to evolve through new treaties and jurisprudence. However,
what China pursuing in the South China Sea is very different from this evolution of
international law. It is seeking to expand its rights, based on the flimsiest of

evidence, into what current international law would most likely regard as the EEZ of
Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines and Vietham. That is not an evolution of
current international law but complete disregard for it.

| f it i's true that present i nternational
see how changing it to suit Chinabés ambi
greatly disadvantage Chinad s smal l er neighbours whose
guaranteed by international law. On the contrary, if China gets more than its fair

share of the sea, Western and other powers will be tempted to follow suit, carving up

t he worl dbés oceanpensaofshalerecaustriesst t he ex

International law must treat all countries equally, so that a superpower does not get
better treatment than any other country. Thus, if the law is changed to allow for the
concept of historic rights as it is understood by China, then many & perhaps all 6
coastal countries will be tempted to make historical claims that similarly overlap with
others, resulting in a chaotic and dangerous situation. That would surely be a
retrograde step that would be unacceptable to any peace-loving person.

The way for a rising China to challenge the existing world system and contemporary
interpretation of international law is to shape the evolution of the law of the sea
through the mechanisms available to the signatories of UNCLOS, on multilateral
platforms, and though the international courts, not by making unilateral claims
against what contemporary international law would regard as the EEZ of its
neighbours, and not by using its new-found powers to coerce them into
acquiescence.
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In his articleA T h e Sout h Chi na Sea: t he evol vi

mar i ti me n RobegthBeokman sutnmaris ed t he situati on

ng

mari time claims succinctly when he wrote

its maritime claims into conformity with UNCLOS and limit its claims to maritime
zones measured from islands, it will continue on a legal collision course with its
ASEAN neighbours. o

(Huy Duong works at the Southeast Asian Sea Foundation and contributes articles to the BBC
and Vi e onlikenpdildication VietNamNet. Tuan Pham is an Associate Professor at the
University of New South Wales.)

(Mark J. Valencia is a Visiting Senior Scholar at the National Institute for South China Sea
Studies, Haikou, China.)

This article originally appeared on NAPSNet Policy Forum .

Source: Southeast Asian Sea, 8 November

Navy Chief Admiral DK Joshi to NDTV: Full Transcript

The year 2013 has been a significant
landmark in Indian Navy's history. The P8 I's
were inducted in the Indian Navy; the INS
Vikramaditya is about to be inducted in the
Navy shortly. Also the reactor of INS Arihanth,
India's first nuclear powered submarine, went
critical. The Navy's communication satellite
became operational. All in all, a very good
year except for one tragic incident - that of the
explosion aboard the INS Sindhurakshak in
Mumbai, which led to the loss of 18 lives. But
what does the future hold? Indian Navy Chief Admiral DK Joshi tells NDTV.

NDTV: This ship is one of the bigger assets of the Navy in the east coast and looking
at this ship one feels so confident about the humanitarian assistance and the
disaster relief that this ship does. But how do you see the Navy's overall picture, the
current status and going down 5 years from now?

Admiral Joshi: Well, you quite summed it up yourself. As outlined in our maritime
capabilities prospective plan, which really is the growth road map for our capabilities,
many of these inductions are poised for realisation. Very soon Jalashwa is going to
become the third largest ship from being the second currently. On the 16th we are
commissioning, inducting Vikramaditya in Russia.

So, all these acquisitions and procurement are proceeding apace. Majority of them
are force multipliers. The air assets that you referred to is going to be here tomorrow
when we induct the AJT hawk trainers, will be formally inducted into the Navy. We
would also have the first P8 | that has already arrived and in the process of being
accepted.
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Various acceptance trials are in progress and by the end of the year we will have 3
of them and others following in quick order next year. That brings into this region a
capability that has not existed before. It's a brand new aircraft, apart from the
platform, which in any case is a proven Boeing aircraft. The fit has been to the
specification to currently to what US Navy has. So therefore the capabilities that are
coming into our hands are absolutely state of the art.

The submarine projects, Arihant you mentioned, achieved criticality in the month of
August. | spent the entire forenoon there. The entire crew, the DAE teams, the
BARC teams, the DRDO teams, our own ATV project personnel, as also the industry
people. Everyone is upbeat, full of dynamism and I think very, very enthusiastic and
in a very short order we would again put her out for sea trials and operational
towards the end of next year.

NDTV: A lot of people talk about the Indian Navy now being not just the Indian Navy
for the Indian Ocean region but also for Indo Pacific. You know I'm talking about the
western pacific and going right up to the coast of Africa. Do you see the Indian
Navy's role expanding in the coming decade or so?

Admiral Joshi: Well, the Navy has great reach and sustenance and long sea legs
so therefore we can reach out to distant waters, and sustain ourselves, bring our
combat potential to where it be so required in very distant waters. Now where would
that tasking be? Would really be a function of national interest?

Whereabouts is it that our national interest are spread, you are as aware of them as |
am. Therefore | would not reiterate them. And therefore for what tasking and into
what areas the Navy is required to be committed, that is question for the government
to determine.

They, Navy's, are meant to be committed to safeguard the sovereign national
interests in the maritime domain and we have the capabilities. And all the capabilities
being inducted are tailored in that direction as the spread would show you.

NDTV: You also conduct Milan exercises every two years, and also have a lot of
good co-operation with navies in South East Asia. How do you see Milan coming up
now in 2014?

Admiral Joshi: Well Milan was launched on, | forget the exact year, sometime in the
mid-90s actually 1995 it was, and it started with 7 or 8 participants. Fornexty e ar 6 s
edition we are expecting something like 20 navies.

There is frequent request from navies, which are not from this region for participation
or participation only as an observer. So it has caught everybody's imagination.
Basically it is a bringing together of young professionals, essentially the ship's crew,
young officers, sailors, so that they get to interact with each other.

Understand each otherés point of Vi ew,
very harmonious sort of a fashion and in eventuality as well there is a common
tasking or coordinated patrol that two navies are engaged in at a point in time, the
confidence levels to begin with have been achieved.
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NDTV: Now looking at the India Navy, | mean | keep coming back to the future of the
Indian Navy, in that sense technologically; the Indian Navy has always been a step
ahead of most of the other navies in the region and a long tradition of having at least
one aircraft carrier. Do you foresee yourself having carrier battle groups in the next
2-3 years when the IAC is inducted?

Admiral Joshi: Well for our needs we have long felt that at least two carriers
operational, one on each seaboard. One on the western seaboard and one on the
eastern seas board is a must. With the commissioning of Vikramaditya, we would
have two carriers but Virat as you know is getting a little long in the tooth.

She is eminently capable of performing the role she has been designed for. But as
you extend the service life of a ship, and we have extended her life quite a bit, it
becomes something like maintaining a vintage car.

You spend you know a lot of money to keep it going. And therefore we would plan to
keep her going till the time we are able to induct IAC 1,.which got a bit delayed but is
now on track. And you should see her commencing her sea trials somewhere around
2017. And therefore at that time we will have two brand new carriers and would be
able to provide adequate coverage on both our seaboards.

NDTV: As we pass near of one of your two submarines alongside, there is this
concern that submarines are depleted in strength, conventional submarine strengths,
how do plan to overcome the shortage?

Admiral Joshi: Submarine-force levels are | agree with you, are under strain. And
essentially it is so because our Project 75 got a bit delayed, indigenous construction
with foreign collaborations. But that again the issues that had caused the delays are
now behind us.

The production is in full swing. And again commencing 2016-17 onwards, we should
have our first boat online and we have been assured by both DCNS and MDL that
the subsequent ones, they will try and compress the timelines for delivery; so that
the last boat actually will be commissioned at about the time she was envisaged. So
that should start happening.

Plus, we got our project 75 | on the anvil and we are hopeful of early CCS approval
and that again would be, what the proposal is that we buy two outright and the rest
with the transfer of technology would be built indigenously in India. That has been a
thrust point in indigenous construction in Indian shipyards, both public sector and
private sector.

NDTV: Yes | was going to come that, that indigenous construction shipbuilding, has
been something that the Navy should be proud about although delays are there. And
| think amongst the two services the Navy has indigenised faster than anybody else
in that real sense. So how do see the indigenous shipbuilding coping up with the
demands you have?

Admiral Joshi: | would say that the Indian ship building industry is coping up in a
most admirable fashion, both the public sector, which really has had the lead in this
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regard, but also the private sector, which has chipped in and has come up very
rapidly. As on date out of 47 orders that we have for ship construction and
submarine construction, we are very proud of the fact that 46 are actually being built
in Indian shipyards, both public sector and private sector.

The only ship, which is not being built in India, is Vikramaditya. That's being
commissioned on the 16th. And therefore the industry has risen to the occasion, we
have constant interface with the industry through the mechanism of CII, FICCI,
ASSOCHAM, and therefore we are quite enthused with the participation that they
have.

And we of course recognise that when you say indigenous, 100 per cent of a ship or
a submarine, need not be and it is nowhere, so certain components, certain high end
technology, you'll need to collaborate with somebody or the other and we are quite
happy doing that.

NDTV: Talking about Sindhurakshak's accident, | mean it was a tragic accident, all of
us agrees about it, any way forward, have you drawn any lessons from there?

Admiral Joshi: Of course was a tragedy, something that shouldn't have happened.
But, insofar, as lessons to be learnt are concerned would happen only after we have
concluded the enquiry process, which we're now awaiting really, the floating of the
boat. This has still not happened because the last bit of material, the forensic
evidence would be found inside the boat.

As of now we have tendered out 7 globally, correction 5, globally acknowledged
salvage firms. They have all submitted their bids. Commencing Monday we will open
their commercial bits, short process, you'll know who the winner is. These are really
renowned names, one of them was actually involved in lifting, and | won't name the
submarine but a submarine that had sunk about a decade ago.

Therefore, whosoever wins the contract has to be again done in a very transparent
fashion, would prove the hardware and get on with it. And once we retrieve the
submarine, we have the final sort of, we would have the final forensic evidence we
were looking for and the board of enquiry would be able to complete its proceedings
and point out at what went wrong.

NDTV: The AJT's you are going to induct, the advance jet trainer Hawk, How is it
going to change the training pattern or the training envelope of your pilots?

Admiral Joshi: Well it'll not really the pattern, but what it will change is the profile,
you as compared to the basic trainers, which as the name implies, rather basic. The
future requirement of the Navy is going to be for pilot, for young pilots, to fly big 29
K's, and hopefully as soon as possible the LCA Navy.

These are high performance jet aircrafts and therefore even the trainer has to be a

high performance jet trainer. And that is the requirement that the AJT meets. It's a
high performance jet trainer.
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To begin with you are able to launch a person so when he gets on to carrier
operations, which will be you know arrested recoveries, ski jump launches, on high
profile uh high performance engine, it is a more suited aircraft. It will change the
profile all together.

NDTV: You have also change the profile for training, young officers, everybody is
now looking AT technology, intensive training, people you are mostly inducting are
you know mostly engineers, mostly or maybe a 100% | am not very sure whether
they are 100% engineers. How has that changed as far as Navy is concerned?

Admiral Joshi: Yes in one of your earlier questions, you had remarked that
technologically the Indian Navy is one of the most advanced in the region. | wouldn't
comment on the competitive ranking aspect of it.

But we have long realised that the Navy is a technology intensive service and the
future platform of the Navy is that ships, submarine or aircraft would require a person
with a high degree of basic technological knowledge. And therefore a decision was
taken that the basic qualification would be made B-Tech. Therefore our naval
academy in Ezhimala in June this year passed out the first batch of 100 per cent B-
Tech candidates.

And every six months commencing with the next passing out in November now, the
entire Navy would get converted with a basic B-Tech qualification. From there they
would diversify to being ships' crew, submarines' crew, aircraft pilots, observers,
everything else. Because we have felt it is the need of the hour.

You have to understand the machine before you start developing the man machine
interface, and so far the indicators are brilliant and | think we are well on the right
path.

NDTV: Talking about that initiative, similarly IONS, Indian Ocean Naval Symposium,
was one of the initiatives the Navy was involved with other navies perhaps. How was
IONS shaped up and how do you see the future of IONS?

Admiral Joshi: Well IONS was actually pioneered by the Indian Navy. It was a
concept mooted by the India Navy and again, quite like Milan, it has snowballed in
mass, in criticality and everyone wants to be a member.

And the number of requests we have received from front ranking navies to become a
member, and of course we had again wanted it to be a sort of collaborative,
cooperative process and we said we'll not retain the Chairmanship forever, every two
years we will rotate it. So it rotated from us to the UAE and then on to South Africa,
next year it is slated to go to Australia and only consensus decisions would be taken.

And on admittance of newer members the current decision is that, firstly, we let the
charter of business become finalised, that has to match on and find acceptance with
the regional navies

NDTV: How has it helped in terms of cooperation amongst navies?
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Admiral Joshi: Oh greatly, you know, because many of the activities listed there in
for example, anti-piracy is one of the mandates of IONS. So if any 2 or 3 member
navies of IONS end up fielding their assets together, in the Gulf of Aden for example,
the basic work has happened, so the basic level of understanding amongst the three
of them achieved already before they came on to station.

So that bit has facilitated a very smooth interface. On common tasks it's not a
security forum. It is a benign forum for tasks like anti-piracy operations where
everyone sees the picture in a similar fashion.

NDTV: But you also cooperate with 2 other navies if | am not mistaken on the anti-
piracy operations, the convoys going together in the Gulf of Eden with Chinese and
Japanese navies. How is that working out?

Admiral Joshi: No, what we do is when we say coordinate, what we do is through a
mechanism called SHARE. Shared awareness, we pass on our convoy schedules
and other navies pass on their schedules, and its up to you to so adjust them so as
to bring greater synergy.

That means the two of them should not be starting the convoy together. It's a waste
of time. You stagger it up a little bit and then you provide coverage to a lager number
of ships

NDTV: So, is it working?

Admiral Joshi: It's working, it's working quite well.

NDTV: So what about anti-piracy? | mean piracy operations, actually the piracy
incidents, have come down. Has it helped that the Indian Navy has been there for
about 5 years now in the Gulf of Aden?

Admiral Joshi: Certainly, | would like to believe that the India Navy in particular had
a major role to play along with many other world navies. The instances of piracy
have come down. They indeed have come down and they havn't gone away.

Till the time that risk is sort of eliminated we cannot stand down on our presence. So
far as we are concerned our commitment of assets continues to remain at the same
level. Also piracy has now started popping up in other areas.

You hear of instances along the west coast of Africa. Of course we don't want to
reach out there yet. But it has to remain a collaborative effort and there is great
understanding among the world navies and the Indian Navy has played a significant
role in the anti-piracy efforts.

NDTV: Right. Moving away from piracy, looking at nuclear triad, you know our
nuclear doctrine. Navy will have a major role to play in that. How are you looking at
the future, you know, being part of that doctrine?

Admiral Joshi: Globally if you study the most credible sort of resolution does come
from SSBN's. | narrated to you how our first SSBN is poised. And then after
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depending on our experience with her and our experience of having operated
Chakra, the second time around, we are well placed.

NDTV: And Chakra is also giving you | mean your crews, a lot of experience?

Admiral Joshi: Of course, of course absolutely. The best sort of spin-off is that we
are able to train our future crews in-house. You know through recycling them through
Chakra. There is no need to send them abroad. The first crew is there which has
been trained in great detail and as it hands over to the second crew, through a
process of structured training and also OJT on your training, you have a second set
of crew ready and a third. So therefore there are these crews available to manage
any such assets.

NDTV: What about the communication satellite that the Navy has now on its own.
How has it stabilised, one, and how is going to help you or how is it helping you?

Admiral Joshi: It would stabilise fully, it has stabilised in parts, it operates on
different bands. Certain bands have been proven. Certain bands are currently; some
bands are in the process of trials and evaluations. But this is a force multiplier. It
covers our entire footprint of area of interest in the Indian Ocean and beyond. And
therefore for your data transfers, for your maritime domain awareness picture
transfers, for your entire range of communications and networking needs, it provides
the best possible answer.

Therefore we are now operating, unit to unit link, so each unit has exactly the same
pictures as any unit of interest will be able to do, including the aircraft. It brings an
entirely new dimension in network operations and in maritime operations. And this
again is indigenous in collaboration with ISRO.

NDTV: And as we speak, | think the Exercise Malabar is also going to commence so
do you foresee more and more joint exercises, bilateral exercises, between Indian
Navy and other navies?

Admiral Joshi: We, you know, quite like the influence that is coming from the IONS
and the Milans. There is a constant demand really from many navies to get into
bilateral exercises.

We have to evaluate them closely, because we also don't want our effort on ground
to be thinned out too much only in bilateral exercises, and therefore a very conscious
decision is taken, in consult with MEA and the Ministry of Defence, as to whether to
leave it for the time being as a sporadic on and off type of exercise, or to get it
structured as a bilateral one. But there is a constant demand from navies who want a
structured bilateral exercise

NDTV: That is a tribute to Indian Navy's professionalism | guess.
Admiral Joshi: Well | don't know, | would imagine, | should hope that it is one of the

factors. But this whole area, you know the dynamics of the area, are attracting
everyone on to the area and therefore it could be a major factor.
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NDTV: Coastal security is one of your priorities?
Admiral Joshi: Coastal security?
NDTV: We are in the fifth year since the 26/11 attacks.

Admiral Joshi: Yes, Yes, at the end of this month you know, 26/11 Fifth
Anniversary. It is one of the most critical considerations of today's operations. It is
something that Navy, along with Coast Guard and all the state agencies, Coastal
Maritime Police, and all that, remain engaged right through and where lot of
improvement has happened over 2008.

There are of course works still in progress with regard to registration of fishing boats,
with regards to ID cards for fisherman, as regards AlS transponders, because if you
see our contacts, the fishing traffic, it is into thousands upon thousands.

When we started off in 2009, really in the beginning, nobody had a count of how
many of those are registered. There were boats not registered at all, there were
boats registered in multiple states, all of that has been sort of streamlined now, A lot
of improvement has taken place since that time.

NDTV: Admiral Joshi, thank you so much for your time, and it's been a delight to be
on the ship. We always pay tribute to the Indian Navy's professionalism. Thank you
so much

Admiral Joshi: Thank you.

Source: NDTV, 9 November

K7 MARITIME SECURITY L

Japan, China Territorial Tensions Rising Over Unmanned Drones

The long-running territorial dispute between China and Japan over a remote group of
islands is in the spotlight as the two countries conduct massive military exercises.
Analysts warn the drills and China's increased use of drone aircraft in the region
raise the risk of an unintended confrontation. Japan begins live-fire military drills
involving 34,000 troops, navy destroyers, jet fighters and amphibious assault
vehicles.

The exercises include operations to defend remote islands from attack and come as
Tokyo and Beijing are testing each other in a war of words over the disputed
Senkaku islands, known as Diaoyu in China. Japanese media report Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe approved a plan to shoot down any foreign drones that refuse to leave
Japan's airspace. Abe decided on the tough policy in response to China's flying a
drone in September near the islands. Although not yet officially confirmed, Japan has
for months been considering the measure to protect the waters surrounding the
Japan-administered islands.
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China's military spokesman said an attack on its aircraft would be considered an act
of war and that it would strike back. Rory Medcalf, the director of the international
security program at Sydney's Lowy Institute, said China's introduction of drones into
the dispute, and pledge to defend them, has made the situation more unpredictable.
"So, the Chinese have kind of put Japan into an awkward position. If it lets them
pass, or if it lets them fly over disputed, contested airspace then China is further
establishing its presence there,' he said.

'‘But, if Japan strikes back, then it's really escalating tensions potentially towards
conflict.” Beijing has been aggressively developing its unmanned aerial vehicles and
last year unveiled armed attack drones that appeared to be modelled on US
versions. China's Foreign Ministry played down its military's talk of war by implying
Japan was hyping the situation in order to build up its defences.

Japan's neighbours, who suffered from its World War Il aggression, are wary of
plans by Tokyo to increase the military operations allowed under its pacifist
constitution. But China is the one asserting its power in the region and testing
Japan's defence of the islands. Beijing sends weekly, and sometimes daily, patrols of
ships and jet fighters near the islands, forcing Japan to respond by scrambling its
own jets. Abe said Japan would not tolerate any use of force by China to change the
status quo. Beijing responded by calling Japanese politicians "arrogant" and "self-
deceiving" over the dispute. "The real problem isn't really so much the war of words,
it is that the jet scrambling and fleets navigating in the disputed area, there could be
a miscalculation with serious consequences," said Jeff Kingston, director of Asian
Studies at Japan's Temple University.

China’s official Xinhua news agency revealed Chinese nuclear submarines are being
sent on regular sea patrols. Chinese destroyers earlier this year for the first time
sailed the strait between Russia and Japan, raising eyebrows in Tokyo. Japan's
exercises begin as China finishes up its own military exercises. China's navy earlier
this month began weeks of drills in the West Pacific with, for the first time, all three of
its navy fleets. Xinhua reports the exercises are aimed at improving combat abilities
on the high seas. Medcalf said the coinciding exercises could also help the two sides
release some steam and prevent more threatening posturing. But he said Japan-
China hostility is not likely to cool down any time soon.

"Tension is becoming the new normal in relations between China and Japan. And,
the best we can probably hope for is that they find informal ways of managing this,
informal ways of their navies and their maritime forces really signalling to one
another or keeping out of each other 6s
next, I guess, ten to twenty years they will work this out and perhaps reach some
new political understandings.

The danger zone will be, | think, in the next few years before they reach these new
levels of understanding.” Medcalf said one positive step would be if the countries
establish operational hotlines between their forces to prevent unintentional
confrontations from turning into a bigger conflict.

Source: Global Security, 1 November
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Inside China: Nuclear Submarines Capable of Widespread Attack on US

Chinese state-run media revealed for
the first ti me that
submarines can attack American
cities as a means to counterbalance
US nuclear deterrence in the Pacific.
The leading media outlets including
China Central TV,thePe o p |l e 0 s
the Global Times, the PLA Dalily, the
China Youth Daily and the Guangmin
Daily ran identical, top-headlined

- - reports about t he fa
the People's Liberation Army navyoés strat
in42yearssi nce the establishment of our
reveal on such a large scale the secrets of our first-generation underwater nuclear
force, 0 the Gl obal Times said in a | engt
Possesses Effecti ve Under water Nucl ear Deterrence

The article features 30 photos and graphics detailing, among other things, damage
projections for Seattle and Los Angeles after being hit by Chinese nuclear warheads

and the deadly radiationthat woul d spread all the way t
i s reportedly t-lagestwath Bbow §0 vessetso Abdut 10 are
nuclear-powered, and four or more of those are nuclear ballistic submarines capable

of launching missiles. Heavily influenced by Soviet naval models that stressed
under water forces, Chinads nucl ear submar
engineering of a Soviet Golf-class conventional-powered sub in the 1950s. In the
1980s, China developed its first ballistic missile sub, the Type 092 Xia-class, which

has 12 launch tubes for the Julang (Giant Wave-1) missiles. The JL-1 had a limited
range and failed multiple test launches.

In 2010, a new class of missile sub, the Type 094 Jin class, entered the service. It is
capable of launching 12 to 16 JL-2 missiles with a range of about 8,700 miles,
covering much of the continental US with single or multiple independently targetable
re-entry vehicle warheads. Chinese calculations for nuclear attacks on the US are
chil |l i ngl Becamse tha Midwest stafes of the US are sparsely populated, in
order to increase the lethality, [our] nuclear attacks should mainly target the key
cities on the West Coast of the United States, such as Seattle, Los Angeles, San
Franci sco andeGlahal TiDassaglo, 0 t

i The - 2ucldatwarheads carried by one single Type 094 SSBN can kill and
wound 5 million to 12 million Americans, 0
developed land-based intercontinental ballistic missiles 8 notably the DF-31A, which

has a range of 7,000 to 7,500 miles. il f
Pole, we can easily destroy a whole list of metropolises on the East Coast and the

New England region of the US, including Annapolis, Philadelphia, New York, Boston,
Portland, Baltimore and Norfolk, whose population accounts for about one-eighth of
Americabds tot al residents, 0 t-tue pre&d repbrts | T
stressed the point t hat the PLAOGsS missil g
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patrol , Awhi ch means t hat China for
deterrence and second strike capability

A Ou r-2 SLBMs have become the fourth type of Chinese nuclear missiles that
threaten the continental United States, after our DF-31A, DF-5Aand DF-5 B | CB Ms
said the Global Times.

Source: The Washington Times, 1 November

'‘Operation Hamla' in 13 Coastal Districts of TN, Pondy

Security forces including the Indian Navy, Coast Guard and state and Union Territory
Police conducted 'Operation Hamla' in 13 coastal districts of Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry, to check the preparedness of its personnel in case of a terrorist
intrusion. Hundreds of policemen were involved in the operation in the districts.
Though 13 coastal districts were covered, Chennai was excluded, considering the
heavy movement of people for commercial activity due to Diwali festival.

Source: Business Standard, 1 November

World Must Oppose China Maritime Claims

China’'s maritime claims in the East and South China Seas are dubious and its grand
designs must be opposed by the free world if peace in the region is to be preserved,
Dana Rohrabacher, chairman of the US House subcommittee on foreign affairs,
said. At a subcommittee hearingon Chi nads mariti me and ot
Rohrabacher, a Republican f r estandirgadelibdraber n i
strategy was to extend, provoke, challenge and ultimately dominate the region. The

US pivot to Asia is hollow if America is not clear about the threat in this theatre, he
said. Richard Fisher, senior fellow at the International Assessment and Strategy
Centr e, in his testimony said Chinads
territorial claims is increasing the prospect for military clashes, especially with Japan
and the Phil i ppi nes.-upBad iptimidagoh sof USi alliestisa r y
intended to challenge Washingtonbds abili
the credibility of US alliance commitments in the region, he said.

Japan has been in a near constant state of non-vi ol ent engagement
military and paramilitary forces over control of the Senkaku/Daiyou Islands, but the
chances of a military incident are increasing, he said. The Philippines is also being
pushed by Chinese forces from areas in or near its Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ).
Steven Mosher, head of the Population Research Institute, an advocate for human
rights in China, said a government that rules its own people by brute force is
naturally inclined to treat its smaller, weaker neighbours the same way, especially if
they were tributary states in the past. This accounts in part for the palpable disdain
with which Beijing treats the other claimants in the South China Sea dispute,
including Vietnam and the Philippines, both of which have stronger claims to the
Spratlys and Paracels than does China itself, Mosher said. Only the continued
presence of the Japan-based US Seventh Fleet in the
Without the Seventh Fleet, there is little doubt that China would occupy the
remaining islands in the South China Sea and West Philippine Sea by force, ejecting
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the garrisons of other nations, he said. China could then demand that ships transiting
i'ts Al nt er tiseek pemnsssioa o dotso dr rum tke risk of being boarded and
guarantined.

Source: ABS-CBN News, 1 November

Piracy Ransoms Amount to more than $339 Million over 7 Year Period: UN

Pirates off the coast of Somalia and the Horn of Africa have made between $339
million and $413 million in ransom profits, fuelling a wide range of criminal activities
on a global scale, according to a United Nations-backed report. Pirate Trails,
produced by the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), the World Bank and
INTERPOL, uses data and evidence from interviews with former pirates,
Government officials, bankers and others involved in countering piracy, to investigate
the glow of ransom money paid out to Somali pirates operating in the Indian Ocean.
"The vast amounts of money collected by pirates, and the fact that they have faced
virtually no constraint in moving and using their assets has allowed them not only to
thrive, but also to develop their capacities on land,” said the Chief of the
Implementation Support Section in the Organised Crime and lllicit Trafficking Branch
at UNODC, Tofik Murshudlu. "These criminal groups and their assets will continue to
pose a threat to the stability and security of the Horn of Africa unless long-term
structural solutions are implemented to impede their current freedom of movement.”

Piracy costs the global economy about $18 billion a year in increased trade costs.
Because the outbreak of piracy has reduced maritime activity around the Horn of
Africa, East African countries have suffered a significant decline in tourist arrivals
and fishing yields since 2006. "Unchallenged piracy is not only a menace to stability
and security, but it also has the power to corrupt the regional and international
economy,” said Stuart Yikona, a World Bank Senior Financial Sector Specialist and
the report's co-author. The report found that ransom money was invested in criminal
activities, such as arms trafficking, funding militias, migrant smuggling and human
trafficking, and was used to further finance piracy activities. Piracy profits are also
laundered through the trade of 'khat,” an herbal stimulant, where it is not monitored
and is therefore the most vulnerable to illicit international flows of money.

The report, which focused on Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, the Seychelles, and Somalia,
also analysed the investments made by a sample of 59 pirate 'financiers' to reveal
the range of sectors T including both legitimate businesses and criminal ventures 1
that were funded by the ransom money. It found that between 30 per cent and 75 per
cent of the ransom money ends up with these financiers, while the pirate 'foot
soldiers' aboard the ships receive just a fraction of the proceeds, amounting to less
than 0.1 per cent of the total. Pirate Trails calls for coordinated international action to
address the issue, and sets out how the flow of illicit money from the Indian Ocean
can be disrupted. "The international community has mobilised a naval force to deal
with the pirates. A similarly managed multinational effort is needed to disrupt and halt
the flow of illicit money that circulates in the wake of their activities," said Mr. Yikona.

Among the range of measures recommended by the report are strengthening the

capacity of countries in the Horn of Africa to deal with illegal cross-border cash
smuggling, risk-based oversight of Money Value Transfer Service Providers, and the
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development of mechanisms to monitor international financial flows into the khat
trade.

Source: Global Security, 1 November

Sri Lanka, India Navies Discuss Maritime issues at IMBL Meeting

Sri Lanka and India have held the 23rd International Maritime
Boundary Line (IMBL) meeting in the mid seas to discuss
maritime issues common to both countries. The IMBL
meeting between the two navies was held on-board the
Indian Naval Ship INS Sukanya at the Indo-Sri Lanka

z ~ | Maritime Boundary Line off Kankasanthurai on 01st
November 2013 Durlng the 23rd IMBL session, the Navy officials of the two
neighbouring countries have discussed several issues of bilateral importance
focusing special attention on the fishing activities conducted in the Palk Strait, Gulf of
Mannar and Eastern sea areas and smuggling of narcotics across the IMBL. The two
navies have also focused on strengthening the security in the area. The IMBL
meeting, held biannually to strengthen the naval relationships between the two
neighbouring countries, comes amid accusations by Tamil Nadu fishermen of attacks
against them by the Sri Lanka Navy. Commander Northern Naval Area, Rear
Admiral DMS Dissanayake headed the Sri Lankan delegation consisting of both Sri
Lanka Navy and Sri Lanka Coast Guard officials. The Indian delegation consisted of
Indian Navy and Indian Coast Guard officials and was headed by Naval Officer in
Command at Tamil Nadu, Commodore AK Mahadevan. The Sri Lankan and Indian

delegations meet alternatively on-board an Indian naval ship and a Sri Lankan naval
ship.

Source: Colombo Page, 2 November

India to Induct Russian Aircraft Carrier on Nov 16

India will get a $2.33 billion Russian-made aircraft carrier on November 16, an
acquisition that is likely to prompt China to accelerate its carrier programme to
expand its military might. Defence minister AK Antony will commission the second-
hand INS Vikramaditya (formerly Admiral Gorshkov) into the Indian Navy during his
upcoming visit to Russia, barely two months after China's first aircraft carrier,
Liaoning, completed crucial sea tests. The Chinese carrier - a discarded vessel
bought from Ukraine - may be limited to a training role. However, the take-off and
landing of J-15 fighter planes from the refurbished carrier signal that Beijing is taking
steady strides towards delivering airpower from sea. Two more carriers are likely to
join the Chinese fleet over the next 12 to 15 years. China, however, is nowhere close
to India when it comes to operating these complex floating airfields.

"The arrival of INS Vikramaditya is bound to fuel China's carrier ambitions. But the
Chinese Navy has to catch up a lot as operating fighter planes from carriers involves
completely different techniques,” a senior navy officer said. The Indian Navy has
been in the business of operating carriers for decades. INS Vikrant, bought from the
UK, was commissioned as the navy's first carrier in 1961. It was retired in 1997. India
currently operates only one aircraft carrier - INS Viraat - a second-hand British
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warship inducted in 1987. The navy plans to keep her in service until 2018 when it
inducts indigenous aircraft carrier (IAC) Vikrant being built at the Cochin Shipyard.
The navy plans to deploy two carrier strike groups (CSGs) with INS Vikramaditya
and INS Vikrant at the centre. Meanwhile, China may take at least 20 more years to
deploy full-fledged CSGs, experts say.

Source: Hindustan Times, 3 November

India Strikes a Balance with Combat Exercises with US, China

India kick off war-games with two military superpowers, the US and China, striking a
fine balance amid the geopolitical jostling between the two for supremacy in the
crucial Asia-Pacific region. Even as 162 Indian soldiers touched down in an IAF IL-
76 at the Chengdu military region in China for the "Hand-in-Hand (HiH)" exercise,
Indian and American warships and maritime patrol aircraft were simultaneously
gathering in the Bay of Bengal to launch the "Malabar" combat manoeuvres. The last
time the Indo-US Malabar exercise was held in the "eastern theatre" of Bay of
Bengal in 2007, it was expanded to include Australian, Japanese and Singaporean
navies as well. Viewing it as an evolving "axis of democracy" designed to "contain” it,
China had let loose diplomatic protests.

Since then, India has largely restricted the annual Malabar exercise to a bilateral one
as well as held it in the "western theatre" of Arabian Sea to avoid ruffling China. But
this has not stopped the US for describing India as "a linchpin™ in its new strategy to
"rebalance" forces towards the Asia-Pacific. Even though it has its own "security
concerns” vis-a-vis an "assertive” China, India is keen to be seen as a "neutral
player" in the unfolding great game. Indian armed forces have held joint exercises
with all the five permanent UN Security Council members this year, having already
matched their combat skills with the UK, France and Russia. Officers said India is
attaching "great importance" to the HiH exercise, which comes soon after the two
countries inked the border defence cooperation agreement to defuse troop face-offs
along the 4,057-km Line of Actual Control (LAC).

Apart from soldiers from Army Chief General Bikram Singh's 16 Sikh Light Infantry
battalion, director-general of military operations (DGMO) Lt-Gen Vinod Bhatia is also
heading a five-member "observer" delegation to Miaoergang in Chengdu for the
November 5-14 exercise. The HiH exercises were suspended & the first two
editions were held at Kunming (China) in 2007 and Belgaum (Karnataka) in 2008 o

after diplomatic spats over visa and other issues in 2009-10. "The exercise is aimed
at enhancing interoperability, cooperation and understanding between the two
armies,"” said an officer. Conversely, India and the US have set a scorching pace in
joint exercises, holding over 80 of them in the last decade. The Malabar, though
smaller in size this year, represents the high-end of the expansive military-to-military
engagement between the two countries.

"US Navy has deployed the Arleigh Burke-class guided missile destroyer USS
McCampbell and P3C patrol aircraft for the November 5-11 exercise. India has
fielded stealth frigate INS Shivalik, missile destroyer INS Ranvijay and TU-142M
maritime reconnaissance aircraft,” said an officer. "US and India share common
values and seafaring traditions. Our navies are natural partners. Malabar is designed
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to advance military-to-military cooperation as well as the capacity to plan and
execute tactical operations in a multinational environment,” he added.

Source: The Times of India, 4 November

Sri Lanka-India Navies Conduct Joint Naval Exercise SLINEX-2013

Sri Lanka Navy's Offshore Patrol Vessel, SLNS Sagara has left for
Goa in India to participate in a joint maritime naval exercise with the
Indian Navy. The Joint Indo-Lanka Maritime Fleet Exercise - SLINEX
2013 commenced on November 04th in the seas off Goa and will
conclude on the 8th November. Sri Lanka Navy said the joint
exercise is aimed at enhancing interoperability and exchanging professional
knowledge. "It provides the opportunity for both navies to rehearse the concept of
joint naval operations and enhance own skills,"” the Sri Lankan Navy said. Indian
Navy's frigate, INS Teg and two Fast Attack Craft along with a Chetak helicopter are
scheduled to take part in the joint exercise. SLINEX 2013 focuses on non-traditional
threats that include maritime terrorism. As such maritime interdiction operations, Visit
Board Search and Seize (VBSS) operations, Search and Rescue (SAR)
demonstrations, asymmetric threat exercises and helicopter operations will figure
prominent in the 05-day exercise. Director General Operation of the Sri Lanka Navy
Rear Admiral Neil Rosayro participates as the senior officer representing Sri Lanka
and he is joined by Defence Advisor to the Sri Lankan High Commission in India,
Captain US Senevirathna.

Source: Colombo Page, 5 November

Indian Navy inducts HAL's Hawk Advanced Jet Trainers

Indian Navy inducted the first fully indigenous Hawk Advanced Jet Trainers produced
by Hindustan Aeronautics Limited at INS Dega in Vishakhapatnam. HAL Chairman R
K Tyagi said, "The company remains committed to serve the country and its defence
forces in every possible way. Our support is not only for Hawk but for all platforms of
Indian Navy." A HAL release quoted Chief of Naval Staff Admiral DK Joshi as saying,
"We are proud of Indian manufactured products and it is evident from the fact that
HAL-made aircraft such as Vampire and Kirans are with us for decades." Hawk AJT
is a dual seat multi-purpose aircraft powered by a single Rolls Royce Adour MKk.871
engine. The AJT is primarily used for basic, advanced and weapons training of the
pilots. The aircraft has the capabilities to be used as a ground attack aircraft or for air
defence. It has excellent flying characteristics with good stability can be flown at
night and can perform a wide range of aerobatic manoeuvres.

Source: Zee News, 6 November

Indian Navy to Upgrade Torpedoes, Sonars of Warships Soon

The Navy is all set to upgrade its heavyweight torpedoes to extend both its life and
range, apart from acquiring low frequency sonars for 16 of its front line warships to

improve its surface and anti-submarine warfare capabilities. The Navy has chosen
the German firm Atlas Elektronik to help it upgrade the heavyweight torpedoes, the
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most reliable weapons that can hit surface and underwater targets (SUT), for the four
HDW Type 209 Shishumar class submarines, also of German origin. The Navy is
also on the verge of finalising the winner for supplying it with Active Towed Array
Sonars (ATAS) for which Atlas Elektronik is one of the leading contenders, the
companyodos &executives told a group of
manufacturing facilities at Bremen and Hamburg in Germany. The first six ATAS
system would be three each of the Delhi-class destroyers and the Talwar-class
frigates of the Navy. The contract winning company would be required to transfer the
technology of the ATAS system to Indian defence public sector Bharat Electronics
Limited (BEL) to produce 10 more of the sonars for the Kolkata-class destroyers,
Shivalik-class frigates and the Kamorta-class corvette.

Navy sources here confirmed that they have selected the firm to upgrade its 64 SUT
torpedoes and extend its life by another 15 years, while the selection process for the
ATAS system is still not completed. Khalil Rehman, CEO of Atlas Elektronik which
opened its Indian subsidiary earlier this year, said the company was looking to
expand its presence in India after its return to the market with the torpedoes upgrade
programme. In this regard, he said, Atlas Elektronik had presented its SeaHake
mod4 ER -- the latest, fastest and most effective heavyweight torpedoes -- to the
Navyt o boost Its firepower. AWe want t
provide the best of products and services to the Indian Navy, apart from integrating
Il ndia into our g ! o b adbased Wiap Elgktromikh GED rivplier
Paltzo said.

Source: The New Indian Express, 6 November

Coast Guard Tests 14 Helicopters to Boost Dwindling Fleet

The acquisition process of 14
helicopters for the Indian Coast Guard

has made some headway. The trials

are due in coming months as the
technical bids have been evaluated.
The purchase of new helicopters is
part of the Coast Guard's plans to
improve its dwindling fleet. The 14
shore based helicopters are meant for
search and rescue operations. Among
those shortlisted for trials after
evaluation of technical bids is Euro
copterdés EC 725 helicopter. A twin engi
multiple tasks, including casualty evacuation, combat and search and rescue
operations. "Euro copterds EC 725 has bee
Flight evaluation trials, which are at the next stage, are expected to take place in the

first quarter of 2014," said a representative of the company. Also in the race for the
Coast Guard's contract - the bid for which was floated in November 2012 - were
Agusta Westland and Sikorsky.

The helicopters are meant to be operated along the country's vast coastline
spanning 7,500 kilometres. The Indian Coast Guard, like the Indian Navy, at present

Page 330f 61



http://newindianexpress.com/nation/Navy-to-upgrade-torpedoes-sonars-of-warships-soon/2013/11/06/article1874648.ece

flies single engine Chetak helicopters. It also operates the home-made Advanced
Light Helicopters. The new helicopters are expected to be a leap ahead of the
existing fleet. A requirement for shore-based search and rescue helicopters was
projected. It can be used for multiple purposes, including reconnaissance and patrol
of off-shore installations. Modernisation of the Indian Coast Guard is one of the
major aspects of the maritime security plan that came into existence after 26/11
Mumbai terror attacks. Acquisition of aircraft and ships is part of the modernisation
programme. Apart from the helicopters, the Coast Guard also flies Dornier fixed-wing
aircraft which are deployed along the country's sea shores and in the island
territories. The flight evaluation trials are only in the early stage of the long-winding
procurement process, said officials. There is a long way to go before finalising the
helicopter contract.

The acquisition of helicopters by the Ministry of Defence (MoD) has remained a
problematic affair following allegations of corruption. The purchase of 12 AW-101
VVIP helicopters for the Indian Air Force is already under cloud. No headway has
been made in acquisition of helicopters for the Indian Navy and the Indian Army. The
procurement of 197 helicopters for the Army is on the verge of cancellation for the
second time. The Navy is already facing a shortage in helicopters. There is a sense
of urgency in acquiring more helicopters as it has come to a stage where operations
were being effected. Of around 50 naval warships capable of operating helicopters,
the availability is only around half that number. The officials hope that the jinx around
the helicopter purchase would be broken to fulfil operational requirement of the
armed forces.

Source: India Today, 6 November
US Seeks Strong Military Ties with India

With the rise of India and China, a top US

commander has said that Washington

looked forward to build a growing military-

to-military relationship with the Indian

armed forces in the interest of regional

security. "lt's good for the security of the

region; it's good for our own national

interest; it's good, | think, for Indian national

interest,” Admiral Samuel Locklear I,

? Commander of US Pacific Command or

—— 1 PACOM, told foreign media. "We're also

looking at ways that we can pursue together maybe some joint ventures or joint

sharing of the ways we go forward on some of the military equipment that we might

build together,” he said in a briefing on Asia-Pacific US Security Overview. "So we're

looking forward to a growing relationship [to] build a military-to-military with the

Indian military,” Locklear said taking note of "the rise of China, the rise of India in
how they play as global economic and regional military powers."

The US-India Joint Declaration on Defence Cooperation issued after Prime Minister

Manmohan Singh's September summit meeting with President Barack Obama
"outlined clearly the direction that we want to go together,” he said. The defence
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department had last year given some direction "on how we should start working our
plans to develop a longer-term strategic relationship with our Indian partners,”
Locklear said. Citing the example of on-going Exercise Malabar between the navies
of the two countries, he said the two countries have had "had growing military-to-
military coordination for some time." The exercise which has been held every other
year for over a decade was "an opportunity for our US military ships to understand
the Indian Navy, to understand the Indian waters, to help work together on the types
of contingency things that we might plan together to work on,” he said. "We do
similar types of things across other branches of the service as well, and those are, |
think, quite productive and | believe they're growing," Locklear said.

In response to a question about recent increase in violence in Kashmir between
India and Pakistan, he said "the relationship between India and Pakistan is one that |
think has a long history that has the opportunity to continue to move forward in a
positive way. AAnd that border clashes
the best security interests for those to continue, particularly if they want to move into
the 21st century,” he said. On whether there was a risk of militants fighting in
Afghanistan switching their attentions back to Kashmir after the US drawdown next
year, he said the US had "a pretty robust dialogue with all of our allies and partners"
across the region on how "to manage the flow of that terrorism" "And this includes
our dialogue with our partners both in India and in Pakistan," Locklear added.

Source: IBN Live, 6 November
US, Australia Partner for Maritime Border Protection

The US Coast Guard and the Australian Customs
and Border Protection Service signed a
memorandum of understanding (MOU) to highlight
common missions, interests and capabilities,
along with opportunities for collaboration for
mutual benefit. The MOU will benefit the US and
Australia partnership by strengthening maritime
cooperation through the sharing of information
needed for maritime domain awareness activities.
Also, it will encourage and promote cooperation in the areas of personnel
development, research and other areas relating to civil maritime law enforcement
operations.

"This agreement allows the Coast Guard and the Australian Customs and Border
Protection Service to combine our strengths in common missions, interests and
capabilities,” said Rear Adm. Christopher Tomney, assistant commandant, Coast
Guard Intelligence and Criminal Investigations. "Australia has long been an ally of
the United States and we look forward to continuing to work together on maritime
operations.” Rear Adm. Tomney and Michael Pezzullo, chief executive officer, the
Australian Customs and Border Protection Service, signed the agreement at US
Coast Guard Headquarters in Washington, DC.

Source: Marine Link, 6 November
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Off China's Coast, US Carrier Displays Teeth behind the Pivot

While cuts in Pentagon budgets and
political gridlock in Washington have cast
doubt on the sustainability of a US "pivot"
back to Asia, its military realities are all
too clear from the flight deck of the USS
George Washington aircraft carrier. F-18
Super Hornet jet fighters roar from its
decks with chest-thumping velocity less
than 300 km (185 miles) from the
Chinese coast - a symbol of US naval
dominance in Asia that Chinese analysts
fear could contain Beljlng S rlsmg power for decades. Yet just 30 km (19 miles) away
is a lone Chinese naval frigate, well within the protective screen of US ships and
aircraft that protect the carrier across a vast swathe of the disputed South China
Sea.

The officers of the Washington are hosting People's Liberation Army officers on-
board as part of efforts to engage a Chinese military wary of being contained by US
forces across Asia. The frigate has not been invited. The Washington strike group
commander, Rear Admiral Mark Montgomery, stretches his arm to the left horizon
where the frigate is obscured by haze and acknowledges such encounters by the
rival powers are now more common. "You can definitely see the Chinese navy is
modernising and expanding,” he said. "It would be a natural conclusion they would
be operating in the vicinity of us." Montgomery said routine communication with
Chinese naval ships was "professional” and that the US navy was determined to aid
the long-troubled relationship with "transparency and openness".

"l don't have any issues with them operating in the vicinity of our ships,” he said. The
Washington strike group - that often includes destroyers, cruisers and a fast-attack
submarine backed by up to 90 aircraft - protects the only one of 10 carriers deployed
permanently outside the continental United States. Based in Yokosuka, Japan, the
Washington is the most visible sign of an increased US naval presence across Asia
that has been steadily growing for the last five years - a key element in the
controversial US "pivot". It is due to arrive in the financial hub of Hong Kong after
months across the region running joint exercises, manoeuvres and training. While
US military brass attempt to ease China's fears that the United States is determined
to hem China in, as it re-engages the region, its old allies and newer friends want
reassurances the United States is going to stay around. Last month, US President
Barack Obama said China had probably taken advantage of his absence from two
summits in Asia which he could not attend because of the partial US government
shutdown and fiscal debate.

COMBAT READINESS

The presence of the strike group in the South China Sea appears geared to
addressing the core of US engagement in the region. The overlapping claims of
China, Taiwan, the Philippines, Vietnam, Brunei and Malaysia in the oil- and gas-rich
sea is emerging as a regional flashpoint. The United States has said it is neutral in
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the dispute - cantered on China's controversial historic claim of waters deep in the
maritime heart of Southeast Asia - but is determined to preserve peace and ensure
that sea-lanes vital for the world economy are not hindered. Even as it grapples with
budget cuts, over the next few years the United States will significantly expand joint
exercises, live-firing tests and anti-submarine drills in the region, in part to cope with
advancing Chinese weaponry, according to the Stars and Stripes, the US military
newspaper. And on board the George Washington, officers and crew say combat
readiness is being maintained through costly flight schedules that see 100 sorties
routinely flown from the ship on most days.

Chinese officials and commentators often bristle at the US efforts. Despite years of
double-digit increases in defence spending by China, it lags far behind the United
States in terms of firepower. Chinese pilots are still testing landings aboard the
Liaoning, a Soviet-era ship that has been re-tooled as China's first aircraft carrier.
China's first domestically built carriers are not expected to be completed before
2020, according to military analysts, even as its shipyards produce new nuclear and
conventional submarines, destroyers and other heavily armed surface ships faster
than any other nation. Its expanding fleet has started routinely exercising far beyond
China's coastal waters, moving beyond the so-called first island chain that has long
effectively contained China's navy and into Open Ocean east of Japan. Both Asian
and Western analysts, however, believe China's navy would struggle for some years
to sustain protracted battles far from its shores. Assessing the situation from the
bridge, high above the flight deck, Montgomery insists his navy is committed, both in
terms of operational capabilities and engagement. Put simply, he says: "There are
more ships involved here."

Source: Reuters, 7 November

Indian Navy Emerging as a Major Air Power

The Indian Navy is on its way to becoming a
major air force, with the fleet air arm having
achieved several landmarks this year. In May,
the first MiG-29K squadron was commissioned
at the INS Hansa in Goa, with 20 world-class
Russian fighters. In August, the first indigenous
aircraft carrier, the INS Vikrant, was launched
at Kochi. Later, Russia will hand over the INS
Vikramaditya, formerly the Admiral Gorshkov,
which will supplement the INS Viraat to
become the navyodés second
navy received its first Hawk-132 Advanced Jet Trainer (AJT), on which it will train the
pilots who fly its MiG-29Ks and, when cleared to join the fleet, the indigenous Tejas
Light Combat Aircraft (LCA). Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd (HAL) is building 17 Hawk
AJTs for the navy. The navy is on track to operate more than 300 fixed-wing and
rotary-wing aircraft. These include 45 MiG-29K/KUBs; over 50 Tejas LCAs; 8-12
Boeing P8 multi-mission aircraft; 36 Dornier 228 utility aircraft; 36 medium-range
maritime reconnaissance aircraft; 5-10 long-range maritime reconnaissance aircraft;
90 medium helicopters; 59 naval utility helicopters; and more than 30 airborne early
warning helicopters.
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The Indian Air Force (IAF) currently gives naval pilots basic training on the Pilatus

PC-7 Mark II, along with air force trainee pilots. After that, naval flyers branch off,

doing Stage-2 training on the Kiran Mark I; and will now do Stage-3 training on the
navyo6s own Hasiglited havat manners $agp the day will come when the

navy, emerging as a major operator of aircraft, will train all its pilots in-h o u s e . e
induction of this highly capable (Hawk-132) aircraft will provide the much needed

fillip to the training of combat pilots in the navy by bridging the gap between basic
flying training and advanced f i dlandstage-2 i g,
training mainly hone a pi | ot 6 s f | y i-8 gainisgkon lthé Blawk iavblaeg e

combat flying, which includes advanced navigation and the use of airborne weapons.

The Hawk 132 has an advanced navigation system and can carry air-to-air missiles,
air-to-ground rockets, bombs and guns.

The trainee pilot learns how to use a Hands-on-Throttle-and-Stick system that allows
him to select weapons without removing his hands from the flying controls. Capable
of carrying two extra fuel tanks under its wings to extend its operating range, the
Hawk can even be used in a combat role as a light strike aircraft. HAL will deliver five
Hawks to the navy this financial year, with the remaining 12 delivered over three
years. While naval pilots train on these 17 AJTs, the IAF will fly 106 Hawk AJTs,
making India the largest operator of Hawks in the world. Currently 18 countries
operate almost 1,000 Hawk trainers. The US Air Force could soon buy several
hundred more under its so-called T-X trainer acquisition programme.

Meanwhile, BAE Systems, which is the original equipment manufacturer of the
Hawk , has bid to supply 20 more Hawks fo t |
This contract i's being processed as #Afol lflow
tenders, since the aerobatics aircraft is identical to the trainer, except for the fitment
of smoke generators to increase the visibility of the aerobatics aircraft. The apex
Defence Acquisition Council is believed to have cleared this. A BAE Systems release
guoted Guy Griffiths, group managing director-i nt er nati onal , as yi
al so submitted our response to HALGO6s Requjes
supply products and services for the manufacture of 20 additional Hawk aircraft to
the IAF, and are now looking forward to partnering with HAL in providing the Indian
Air Force's display team this fantastic rc

Source: Business Standard, 7 November

Historic Badangi Airstrip to be Reactivated by Navy

The eight-decade-old Badangi airstrip, one of the oldest airstrips in the state which is
lying neglected, is all set to get a facelift soon as the Indian Navy is planning to
reactivate the strip near Bobbili, chief of naval staff Admiral DK Joshi confirmed.
Admiral Joshi, who was in Visakhapatnam for the induction ceremony of the Hawk

Mk132 advanced jet trainer (AJT) aircraft, said that to cater to the growing security
needs of the country , the Navy is looking at developing an alternative airfield on the
eastern sea board at Badangi near Bobbili. "The project will be taken up in
consultation with the civil administration and the local population for acquisition of
land and other matters,” Admiral Joshi told newspersons on the side-lines of the
induction of the AJT. According to Admiral Joshi, most of the assets and
infrastructure of the Navy were set up in the 1940s during independence, which is
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why due to the growing security needs there is a need to look for additional bases.
"The Indian Navy has plans to set up additional bases on the West Coast as well as
the East Coast and Badangi base is part of this strategy," he said.

Eastern Naval Command Flag Officer commanding-in-chief Vice admiral Anil Chopra
said that though the Navy has inducted a large number of aircraft at Visakhapatnam,
they do not have an airfield closer than Hyderabad or Bhubaneswar. "If an
emergency situation arises, it will be useful for us to have an alternative base, which
is why we are looking at reactivating Badangi airfield as an alternative," Vice admiral
Chopra said. The Indian Navy had prepared a proposal to reactivate the World War
Il airstrip a couple years ago and is now actively considering using it as an
alternative airstrip for future needs as it has been planning to station a squadron of
the frontline fighter MiG 29K aircraft at Vizag. Sources said a master plan has been
prepared for the up gradation of the airstrip, where no maintenance work has been
done for decades together. Apart from renovating the airstrip, the Indian Navy has
proposed to add some facilities to aid aircraft landing. The defence authorities have
already requested the district administration to establish a base for not only training
purpose but also for emergency usage.

The airstrip was used as command base for Royal Air Force (RAF) by the British for
moving their troops across the region during World War Il. Spread over 221 acres,
the airstrip was one of the biggest RAF bases then. It has a control room, separate
underground armament depot and several bunkers. Once the war was over, the
airstrip was shut down in 1946 and the Food Corporation of India (FCI) used it to
store paddy and wheat for some time. A part of the defunct airstrip has also been

encroached upon by some local farmers, who have been cultivating paddy there.

Source: The Times of India, 7 November

IAF, Navy Turn to MROs for Fleet Maintenance

India's defence establishment has turned to local
Maintenance Repair and Overhaul organisations
(MROs) for maintenance and upgrade to their
planes. While the Indian Navy has approached Air
India for maintenance of its recently inducted P-8I
reconnaissance planes, the Indian Air Force is
seeking participation of MROs to fast track the
upgrade of its MIG-29 and AN-32 planes. "We are
in discussions with the Navy. Their officials have
visited our facilites in  Mumbai and
Thiruvanathapuram and we are hoping for a favourable decision,” said HR
Jagannath, executive director of Air India. The P-8I aircraft is manufactured by
Boeing and in the past Air India has serviced IAF's Boeing 737 too. Similarly the I1AF
is also seeking bids from private MROs for upgrade of its planes. Till now private
sector involvement in IAF or Navy planes has been limited. Max Aerospace, a
Mumbai based firm has carried out work on MIG- 21 planes but due to constraints in
capacity and lack of adequate manpower the IAF wants to involve private sector in
other projects too. "We will provide total support to private MROs and we will carry
out the quality control,” Air Marshal P Kanakaraj said at an event in Mumbai.
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Kanakaraj said the IAF can complete upgrades to ten planes each year and it would
take over five years to complete the works on 55 Mig 29s. "We are seeking help of
MROs as we want to complete the work on Mig 29s and AN-32 planes in three
years," he said.

Source: Business Standard, 7 November

MiG 29K Squadron Base at Vizag Soon, Says Navy Chief

In a major boost for Vizag's naval air power, the Indian Navy is planning to set up a
MiG 29K base at Naval Air Station INS Dega in the Port City, Chief of Naval Staff
Admir al DK Joshi said. AThe i ntention i
and Eastern seaboards due to the growing security needs of the country. The first
MiG 29K squadron has already been positioned on the Western seaboard at Goa
and the next sqguadron wi || be based
newspersons after the induction of the Hawk Mk 132 advanced jet trainer aircraft
here, adding that some of the aircraft from the Goa squadron were last month sent to
Vizag for training.

While the frontline fighter MiG 29K will be operated from the deck of INS
Vikramaditya, which is to be commissioned on November 16 and will be based on
the West Coast, the Naval chief pointed out that the vessel would operate on the
Eastern seaboard as well as and when required. However, the Navy plans to set up
the base of aircraft carrier INS Vikrant, which is expected to be inducted into the
Navy by 2017, at Visakhapatnam, he added. According to Admiral Joshi, naval

aviation is poised for a major leap thanks to the new carriers that the Navy inducting.
"The high performance supersonic jets of the future would require a trainer that
gualifies a trainee pilot suitably and therefore the Hawk AJT has been inducted here.
The first four aircraft have been inducted and remaining will be joining the present lot
soon. All the 17 Hawk Mk 132 fighters will be based at INS Dega," he said.

Elaborating on the Navy's acquisition of supersonic jets to cater to future needs, the
Admiral said the future generation trainer fleet would comprise high performance
supersonic jets alongside MiG 29K. "We have urged HAL to expertise the
productionisation of light combat aircraft for Navy. The Navy is very anxiously and
eagerly looking forward to operate indigenous fighters on the decks of our vessels,"
he said. Admiral Joshi said that another significant air capability that has been added
to the Navy is the Boeing P-8I, a long range multi-mission maritime reconnaissance
aircraft, that has again been vested with ENC. "The first aircraft is here and the
induction trials are in progress. Another two P-8I aircraft will hopefully be inducted by
the end of this year. The remaining aircraft will join the fleet next year. The censor
and weapon fit on the board is comparable to the best. The P-8I has been inducted
concurrently in the Indian Navy and the US Navy. The country now has the most
contemporary of weapons and equipment fits," he said. Replying to a question about
India's first nuclear submarine INS Arihant, the Navy chief said it was launched in
2010 and subsequent activities like outfitting, installation of various systems and sub
systems were being presently carried out at the Port City.

"The most important is the installation of the nuclear reactor for its propulsion plant
and the nuclear power plant of the submarine attained criticality on August 10 this
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year. That was a significant milestone in the country's naval history as for the first
time ever a nuclear propelled submarine plant attained criticality. Between the time it
attains criticality and commences operations, a set of activities are in progress. A
majority of the submarine's harbour trials have been completed successfully and we
hope to commence sea trials soon, after which it will be commissioned,” Admiral
Joshi explained. While refusing to divulge the cause of the blaze at INS
Sindhurakshak in Mumbai earlier this year, the Navy chief said that specific lessons
to be learnt would only become apparent once the Navy has been able to complete
the board of inquiry, which is still underway. He pointed out that subsequent to the
tragedy; the Navy had put all its unit
for a few days. "None of the assets were operated and a very thorough safety audit
was carried out in all the submarines. There are no outstanding issues. Once the
Indian Navy comes to know what specifically went wrong with INS Sindhurakshak, it
will decide on what measures to be taken specifically after the completion of the
board of inquiry,” he explained.

Source: The Times of India, 7 November

GE Powers I ndiabs First Aircraft Carri

GE Marine, headquartered in
_ . Cincinnati, Ohio, announced that
. winec four GE LM2500 gas turbines will
" - soon power t he
INS Vikrant, providing 80
megawatts for the
indigenous aircraft carrier.
Similar to the INS Vikrant itself,
the shipbs propul s
LM2500 gas turbine modules) were manufactured in India by Hindustan Aeronautics
Ltd. 6s (HAL) l ndustrial & Marine Gas Tur
with GE, HAL assembled, inspected and tested the LM2500 gas turbines and
modul e enclosures for I NS Vikrant. The |
comprehensive support including inspection, spare parts, maintenance, equipment
overhauls and assembly for industrial and marine gas turbines under license. GE
LM2500 gas turbine modules assembled and tested by HAL also power the Indian
Navybds | NS Satpur a, I NS Sahyadri and | NS
delivered 10 gas turbine module kits to HAL for the Indian Navy. According to the
Indian Navy, the LM2500 gas turbines were installed prior to the ship's launch on
August 12, 2013. The aircraft carrier will undergo extensive trials before being
handed over to the Indian Navy in late 2016/early 2017.

Source: Marine Link, 7 November

Indonesia-Australia in Maritime Standoff

Indonesia and Australia were involved in a maritime standoff after Jakarta declined
to accept a group of asylum seekers rescued by an Australian vessel. Agus Barnas,

a spokesman for the Office of the Coordinating Political, Legal, and Security Affairs
Mi nister, said the governmentodés policy
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asylum seekers from Australia. Out of six asylum seeker boats rescued by Australian

vessels recently, Indonesia declined to receive the last three requests for transfer,

which happened between September and November, Agus said. He explained that

there was no agreement with Australia on the i s s ue. AForeign minifst
countries discussed the issue in Bali t
Jakarta Post over the phone.

The asylum seekers were now aboard the Australian vessel until an agreement was

reached in an upcoming technical meeting between related ministries from both

countries, he added. The National Search and Rescue Agency (Basarnas) confirmed

that a boat indicated to have been carrying 63 asylum seekers heading to Australia

was found 57 nautical miles south of the Sunda Strait. A spokesman for the agency

said an Australian vessel, the HMAS ar
distress call and rescued them. The incident took place after Australian Prime

Minister Tony Abbott announced that Canberra planned to turn back boats to stem

the flow of asylum seekers. Indonesia opposed the plan, with Foreign Minister Marty
Natalegawa quoted by Australian media in July as saying that Jakarta would not

accept asylum seekers being towed back from Australia. The fresh row came amid

growing tensions between the two countries over allegations that Canberra had

assisted the US in its surveillance activities in Indonesia through its embassy in
Jakarta and consulate in Bali. The two cfpur
discuss a wide range of issues, including the spying allegations.

Australian Foreign Minister Julie Bishop, on the side-lines of the Bali Democracy

Forum, ensured her Indonesian counterpart Marty that the Australian government

would not do anything to harm relations between the two countries. However,

Bi shopbs assurances did not confirm whethifir
A did assure Minister Natalegawa that t I
anything to harm the strong and vibrant relaton s hi p, 06 she sai d. il s h
provide details of the discussion, stati (flg:
rai sed. We take them alll very seriously. B
discussion because the Australian government, as a matter of principle, does not

discuss intelligence matters. That has been a long standing practice of successive
governments. o In Jakarta on the same day, I
Yusgiantoro also had a closed-door meeting with his Australian counterpart David

Johnston to discuss the espionage issue. Johnston, however, skipped a press

conference after the meeting, which was conducted at the Defence Ministry with

dozens of local and international journalists waiting to grill him with questions on the

Sspying program. Al never said there woul k
Ministry spokesman Brig. Gen. Sisriadi Iskandar told reporters. Purnomo said his

Australian counterpart had to fly back to Perth for a meeting.

Purnomo said Johnston refused to talk about the espionage issue, saying it was now
being discussed by the two countriesbo re
reporters Indonesia would adopt a hard-line on the wiretapping issue if it was proven
true. He added, however, that the allegations were difficult to prove. Contacted
separately, Hikmahanto Juwana, a professor of international law from the University
of Indonesia, said governmental relations between the two countries would only
worsen. He said the atmosphere of distrust sparked over issues of wiretapping and
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openly can relations improve, 0 Hi kmahanto

Source: The Jakarta Post, 9 November

Submarines: How the Indian Ocean Was Lost

Desperate to do something to improve its rapidly declining submarine force, India is
now talking to German manufacturers about upgrading the four German subs in
Indian service so these boats can fire Harpoon anti-ship missiles. India also wants to
upgrade the 48 AEG-SUT Mod-1 heavy torpedoes that (in addition to naval mines)
arm the German U209 subs India owns. There is also a search for someone to
supply towed sonar arrays for 16 Indian surface ships. India has delayed upgrading
submarine detection equipment on these ships and now seeks to make up for that,
and then some, by obtaining towed sonar array gear, which is the most effective
submarine detection equipment available for surface ships.

The process of buying torpedo upgrades and towed sonar arrays is not so simple in
a place like India. Consider some of the recent problems that have been
encountered while trying to build six French Scorpene submarines (under license) in
India. The problems are usually caused by poor management or politics. An example
of this occurred earlier this year with the departure of 10 Spanish technical advisors
for the Scorpenes. Their contract expired at the end of March and, despite the
expiration dates being well known, Indian bureaucrats were unable to get a new
contract in place on time. Similar avoidable delays have occurred several times
already and the price has gone up with each delay. In 2012 it was announced that
the first Scorpene sub would not be ready until 2015, because of similar screw-ups.
The new delays push that to 2017. The hulls of all six Scorpenes have been
completed, but filling those subs up with all the necessary equipment is an even
more difficult task, in large part because India insists that some of that equipment be
manufactured in India, and that introduces even more complications and delays.
Indian firms have a spotty track record in this area.

The overall plan was to have a dozen new subs in service by the end of the decade.
At present, there will be (with a bit of luck) three or four of them in service by then.
The procurement bureaucracy is still seeking a supplier for the second batch of six
diesel-el ectri c subs. This s econ darriwnghbythp end df
the decade. It's hard to say, although the defence procurement nabobs speak of
"fast tracking" this project, but long-time observers are not expecting speed.

There's some urgency to all this because five of India's 16 diesel-electric subs (10
Kilo, 2 Foxtrot class Russian built boats, and 4 German Type 209s) were to be
retired (some are already semi-retired because of age and infirmity) by 2013. But
because of the Scorpene delays, the Type 209s (which entered service between
1987 and 1994) are being kept in service (but not allowed out to sea much) for
several more years, and some upgrades are being considered to keep these boats
operational into the 2020s. Because the 2 elderly Foxtrots are in really bad shape
India will only have 14 subs for the next few years (until the first Scorpenes are
ready). Several of the older Kilos will reach retirement age because of old age or
accidents in the next few years. One Kilo did have an explosive accident recently
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and was a total loss. Thus, by the time the first Scorpene arrives in 2017, India will
only have 5 or 6 working subs unless some of the elderly but still operational ones
can get some quick refurbishment. But India wants to do more of this weapons
related work in India. The experience to date is that when that approach is used
things always take much longer to do and the work is often sloppy. India believes it
needs at least 18 non-nuclear subs in service to deal with Pakistan and China but
soon only about half that number will be available.

India is also building and buying nuclear subs. India received a Russian Akula
nuclear attack (SSN) sub last year. This one is on lease with the option to buy. Now
India is seeking to lease/purchase another Akula. Indian SSNs and SSBNs (missile
carrying boats) are under development, as they have been for decades. With the
usual delays this is taking longer than in the West (or Russia and China). Part of the
solution is the insistence on building the Scorpene subs in India. This will leave India
with thousands of workers and specialists experienced in building modern
submarines. All that will be wasted because the defence procurement bureaucrats
seem to have learned nothing. These officials already caused numerous delays and
cost overruns during negotiations to build these diesel-electric submarines. The
bureaucrats mismanaged this deal to the extent that it is now five years behind
schedule. But it is even more behind schedule if you count the several years the
Indian bureaucrats delayed it even getting started. The delays and mismanagement
have so far increased the cost of the $4 billion project by 25 per cent (to $834 million
per sub).

The original plan was to have the first Indian built Scorpene delivered at the end of
2012. But now, because of problems getting the construction facilities and skilled
workmen ready, the first Scorpene won't be delivered until 2017, with one each year
after that until all six are delivered. That schedule is subject to change and probably
will, for the worse. The Scorpene project has been typical of how defence projects
are mismanaged in India. After the bureaucrats and politicians dithered for nearly a
decade, in 2005 India finally signed a deal to buy six French Scorpene class boats.
The delays led to the French increasing prices on some key components and India
has had some problems in getting production going on their end. The first Scorpene
was to be built in France, with the other five built in India. While some problems were
expected (India has been doing license manufacturing of complex weapons for
decades), the defence ministry procurement bureaucrats never ceased to amaze
when it came to delaying work or just getting in the way.

The Scorpenes are similar to the Agosta 90B subs (also French) that Pakistan
recently bought. The first of the Agostas was built in France, but the other two were
built in Pakistan. The Scorpenes purchase was seen as a response to the Pakistani
Agostas. The Scorpene are a more recent design, the result of cooperation between
French and Spanish sub builders. The Agosta is a 1,500 ton (surface displacement)
diesel-electric sub with a 36 man crew and four 533mm (21 inch) torpedo tubes (with
20 torpedoes and/or anti-ship missiles carried). The Scorpene is a little heavier
(1,700 tons), has a smaller crew (32), and is a little faster. It has six 533mm torpedo
tubes and carries 18 torpedoes and/or missiles. Both models can be equipped with
an AIP (air independent propulsion) system. This enables the sub to stay under
longer, thus making the sub harder to find. AIP allows the sub to travel under water
for more than a week, at low speed (5-10 kilometres an hour). Two of the Indian
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Scorpenes are to have Indian made AIP installed. That will cause further delays
because the Indian AIP is encountering technical and bureaucratic problems.

While India was largely concerned with the Pakistani navy when the Scorpene
contract was negotiated and signed, China is now seen as the primary adversary.
The Chinese subs are not as effective as the Pakistani Agosta boats; both because
of less advanced technology and less well trained crews. India could use their
Scorpenes to confront any Chinese attempt to expand their naval presence into the
Indian Ocean. Thus the delays and cost overruns with the Scorpenes are causing
guite a lot of commotion in India. At the rate India is going, it will be over a decade of
construction before all six of the Scorpenes are in service. At that point India would
have about a dozen subs (including nuclear powered models under construction).
China will have over 60 boats, about 20 per cent of them nuclear. China does have a
lot for its warships to deal with off its coasts and in the Western Pacific but it does
retain the capability of putting more subs off the Indian coast than the Indian Navy
can.

Source: Strategy Page, 10 November

Navy Welcomes Students Aboard INS Kuthar

It was a different outing for school
students aboard INS Kuthar which
arrived from Visakhapatnam to dock at
the shallow draught berth at VO
Chidambaranar Port. The hull of the
mighty warship provided a platform for
the visitors to have first-hand knowledge
of naval weapons and exercises as they
listened to the crew explaining the
features and operations of the ship. The
programme was organised as part of the
Indian Navy Week celebrations to create
awareness among the public of the working of a warship and the role of navy
personnel in tackling threats, said Commander Shantanu Guru of INS Kuthar. The
warship was armed with state-of-the-art weapons and sensors for maritime security
roles and to tackle war threats, he noted. A light utility helicopter could be stationed
on the armoured ship which had been equipped with super rapid gun mount and four
surface-to-surface missiles with a range of 80 km.

The 91.1-metre-long vessel with a displacement of 1,350 tonnes carried
sophisticated weapons such as AK-176 single barrel automatic guns which could fire
60 to 90 rounds of ammunition in a minute with a range of 16 km. The ship could be
used as a floating military base to attack airborne targets, surface targets and visible
coast targets, Commander Guru said. Adding strength to the warship was AK-360, a
weapon system with a range of 6 km. It could fire 4,000 to 5,000 rounds a minute.
Powered by two diesel engines, the ship could reach a speed of 25 knots. It was
designed by Indian naval architects and built at Mazagon Dock in Mumbai and
commissioned on June 7, 1990. The eastern fleet deployed the INS Kuthar in 1998.

Page 450f 61



http://www.strategypage.com/htmw/htsub/articles/20131110.aspx

Till then it was with the western fleet, he added. The ship is open to the public till 10
November 2013.

Source: The Hindu, 10 November
Djibouti Helping India to Combat Piracy in Indian Ocean

Djibouti, a tiny nation of less than three million people in the Horn of Africa, is
cooperating with India closely to combat threats to shipping in the Indian Ocean from
pirates based out of civil war-wracked Somalia. Djibouti is an important transit port
for regional and international shipping as well as a base for refuelling. "India has
always been a significant entity in the region, as the name Indian Ocean implies. We
are helping India directly as well as indirectly in the war against piracy. Indian
marines are going to Djibouti and staying there two-three days before going out to
sea to search for pirates," Ambassador Youssouf Omar Doualeh, told IANS in an
interview here. "When an Indian ship was hijacked off the Somalian coast, Indian
officials called me and the ship was located in two weeks," Doualeh said, referring to
the hijacking of an Indian ship in June this year.

The envoy was speaking to IANS as Djibouti City, the country's capital, readied to
host the forthcoming plenary session of the UN Contact Group on Piracy off the
Coast of Somalia (CGPCS). A senior official of the external affairs ministry is
attending the conference. "We are doing everything to combat piracy, helping to
locate hijacked ships. We have also sent troops to Somalia to help stabilise the
situation there and bring peace," Doualeh, who is completing an eight-year stint as
his country's first ambassador here. "I am very proud to be Djibouti's first
ambassador to India, with which we have had significant exchanges," Doualeh said.
Controlling access to the Red Sea, Dijibouti is of major strategic importance and
hosts several foreign military bases, including a US base that is central to the war on
terror. Indian naval ships call at Djibouti port regularly. About 21,000 ships cross the
Gulf of Aden waterway annually, also known as "Pirate Alley" for the large amount of
pirate activity in the area, linking the Indian Ocean to the Mediterranean.

The waterway forms an important trade route for India, especially for oil and fertiliser.
The country receives $50 billion in imports and sends $60 billion in exports through
this area annually, while the Indian Navy keeps a warship escort in the area. "Piracy
here is now a problem for the whole world. So the Americans, the French, Spanish,
Koreans, the Japanese are all here in Djibouti and we are facilitating them," said
Doualeh. During the years from 2005 to 2012, 179 ships were hijacked off the coast
of Somalia and the Horn of Africa. A One Earth Future Foundation report says
maritime piracy cost the international economy nearly $7 billion in 2011. Between
2005 and 2012, up to $413 million in ransom payments were paid to Somali pirates,
according to a report by the International Criminal Police Organisation, United
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and the World Bank. Talking specifically about
bilateral relations with India, the ambassador said, "India is a big country, it can
provide almost everything we need."

"We are facilitating India's trade with Africa. Three more ports are coming up that will

help trade with East Africa through Ethiopia, Rwanda and Burundi,” Doualeh said.
He said the reason why ambassador-level relations with India began as recently as
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eight years ago with his posting here was because Djibouti was among the last of
the French colonies in Africa to gain independence in 1977. Djibouti is a member of
the 19-member Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA), while
its decision to open an embassy in India was guided by the new "looking east" vision
of its foreign policy, the ambassador said. Annual trade between India and Djibouti
currently hovers around the half billion US dollars mark. India has extended $10
million line of credit to set up in Djibouti a cement plant that is nearing completion.

Source: Business Standard, 10 November

India, Japan to Strengthen Their Cooperation in Maritime Sector

India and Japan have decided to further strengthen their cooperation in the maritime
sector as a part of the overall robust bilateral relations. The two countries agreed to
enhance their interaction through the existing forums and through port-to-port
exchanges. These issues came up for a discussion between Union Minister of
Shipping GK Vasan, who is on an official visit to Japan and his Japanese counterpart
Akihiro Ohta, Minister of land, Industries and Transport and Tourism, Government of
Japan. Vasan explained the developments that were taking place in India in the
Ports sector and assured Ohta that concerns regarding infrastructure and
connectivity of ports are being addressed expeditiously. In particular, he said that the
ports in Ennore and Chennai are catering to the Japanese car exporters like Toyota
and Nissan who have so far exported about 42000 and 300000 cars respectively
from these ports.

During the talks, Vasan thanked the Japanese government for its support to various
Indian Ports and infrastructure projects through the Japan International Cooperation
Agency (JICA). He also mentioned the possibility of JICA assistance to VOC Port at
Thoothukudi for the upcoming Outer Harbour Project. Japanese Minister Ohta, while
acknowledging the existing cordial relationship between India and Japan, assured
that Japan will carry forward the momentum. He also thanked Vasan for his efforts in
this direction and expressed Japan's interest in shipbuilding and recycling industries
in India. Vasan later visited the Yokohama port where he was received by Nobuya
Suzuki, Deputy Mayor of Yokohama city and Masaharu Ikegami, the Vice Director
General of the Ministry of Land, Industries and Transport and Tourism, (MLIT)
Government of Japan.

Source: Business Standard, 10 November

Everyone Hates US Bases in Asia -- Until Disaster Strikes

It was 1991 when a closely divided Philippine
government ordered US forces to leave the
naval base in Subic Bay, a sprawling facility that
had been used by Americans for decades. The
Philippines and the US militaries have interacted
since, but only recently began discussing the
possibility of again basing US forces in the
South-Eastern Asia nation. Even that hit a
reported snag, however, over how the Philippine
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military would be allowed to use US facilities built there. It is against this backdrop
that the US military scrambled to assist the Philippines after much of it was levelled
by Super Typhoon Haiyan, the monstrous storm that roared over the island nation.
Officials have said it may have killed more than 10,000 people, as a wall of water
and winds in excess of 200 miles per hour devastated the country.

US Marines were among the first to respond, sending about 90 personnel and two
KC-130J planes from Futenma, Japan to assess the damage. The military
announced additional support, including the deployment of more Marine Corps
aircraft to perform search and rescue missions and deliver supplies and food to
stranded civilians. Defence Secretary Chuck Hagel also ordered the aircraft carrier
George Washington and other US ships to the Philippines, including the cruisers
Antietam and Cowpens, the destroyers Mustin and Lassen, and the supply ship
Charles Drew. "As needed, these ships and aircraft will be able to provide
humanitarian assistance, supplies and medical care in support of the on-going efforts
led by the government and military of the Republic of the Philippines," said Pentagon
press secretary George Little. "The ships should be on station with 48-72 hours. The
Defence Department is continuing to work closely with the Philippine Government to
determine what, if any, additional assets may be required."

The response could become the latest example of the US winning both goodwill and
political points with an eastern Asian country while responding to natural disaster. In
each case, the US military's positioning of forces in the region allowed it to provide
robust assistance more quickly and effectively than any other nation. That
underscored America's ability to respond to crisis when other countries -- especially
China, a growing power -- were unwilling or unable to do so. That, despite opposition
at worst and mixed feelings at best in some of those nations to the US moving to
increase the amount of forces it circulates through the Pacific. "The United States,
for all of our problems, still has a lot of good working relationships and good will in
that area of the world,"” said Michael Auslin, an expert on Asian politics and security
issues at the American Enterprise Institute, a conservative Washington think tank.
"The tragedy here is unfortunately an opportunity for us to show what we can do."

Auslin cited the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami as a more drastic example of how
providing humanitarian assistance improved US relations in Asia. In that case, the
worst hit country was Indonesia, which had maintained a frosty relationship with the
US since it imposed sanctions on the Indonesian government in 1991 following an
incident in which Indonesian soldiers opened fire on a demonstration in East Timor,
killing more than 270 people. After more than 130,000 Indonesians were killed by the
tsunami, however, the US dispatched the aircraft carrier Abraham Lincoln and other
ships to the region, providing helicopters and other assistance.

The US relationship with Indonesia began to normalise afterward, most notably with
the US lifting an arms embargo in 2006. By last year, Indonesia's ministers had
grown enough trust in the US that they said they approved of the US Marines
expanding operations in nearby Australia, and wanted to conduct more disaster relief
training with the American forces. In another example, US forces responded to a
brutal earthquake in north-eastern Japan in 2011 that killed more than 15,000 people
and caused three nuclear reactors at a nuclear power plant to melt down. An
estimated 24,000 US service members took part in the relief effort, Operation
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Tomodachi. The Pentagon later acknowledged that some of them may have been
exposed to radiation in the process, boosting their chances of developing cancer and
other diseases. Japan's top officials later eased their rhetoric over the US's plans to
shift forces around on its Japanese bases, thanking them for their help after the
disaster.

In the case of the Philippines, the US has a far better relationship than it did with
Indonesia in 2004, said Murray Hiebert, an expert on South-Eastern Asia issues at
the bipartisan Centre for Strategic and International Studies in Washington. In
particular, the Philippine military has worked with US special operators in small
numbers for years to fight the nation's insurgent groups, which include the Abu
Sayyaf Group and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front. Still, America's involvement in
the typhoon relief effort will service as a reminder to Philippine officials that there are
benefits in striking a deal to allow the US to base Marines and sailors there on a
rotational basis. "Neither side is talking all that much" about it now, Hiebert said, but
will likely circle back to it in coming weeks. "The Philippines wants this very badly,"
he said. "They want us as a hedge against a growing China. | can't imagine they are
going to spurn this opportunity.”

Source: Foreign Policy, 11 November

Prince Charles to Take a Look at Indigenous Aircraft Carrier

Prince Charles will take a tour of India's first indigenous aircraft carrier INS Vikrant,
under construction at the Cochin Shipyard Ltd. Shipyard Chairman and Managing

Director Commodore K Subramaniam and Flag Officer Commanding in Chief,
Southern Naval Command, Vice Admiral Satish Soni will receive the dignitaries at
the shipyard. The Prince would be briefed about the contribution made by M/s
Mactaggart Scott, UK, for the deck edge lifts for the aircraft on indigenous aircraft
carrier construction in Cochin Shipyard. He will also be briefed on the work done by
shipyard on the existing aircraft carrier INS Viraat. Prince Charles has an ‘emotional
bonding' to this ship having served on HMS Hermes ( Prior to the ship's acquisition
by the Indian Navy) during the Falkland wars, a shipyard press release said. He will
also be briefed about the strong business and commercial ties between Cochin
Shipyard and UK based firms. The association of CSL with Rolls Royce Marine
(RRM) dates back to 2004. The yard has constructed 22 vessels of different Rolls
Royce designs to clients based in Norway, Cyprus, USA, Germany, Netherlands and
India. Presently the yard is involved with RRM in construction of a specialised Buoy
Tender Vessel for the Directorate General of Light Houses and Light Ships India.

Source: DNA, 11 November
Indian Navy Commissions First Advanced Light Helicopter Squadron at Kochi

Indian Navy on 12 November 2013 commissioned the first Advanced Light Weight
Helicopters Squadron at Southern Command, Kochi (Kerala). This squadron of
Advanced Light Weight Helicopters will help Indian Navy for search and rescue
operations during night hours in a more effective manner. The Navy has transformed
Dhruv helicopters into an advance search and rescue helicopter according to the
requirements. The newly commissioned Squadron named Indian Naval Air Squadron
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(INAS) 322 is an exclusive group of Dhruv Helicopters, which was designed and
manufactured by Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd. Bangalore. The Dhruv helicopters are
being operational at INAS Garuda, the Naval Air Station at Kochi since March 2002
and being used for missions including rescue operations. It has proven her mettle in
many rescue operations during the last nine years. Dhruv is one among the few
helicopters in the world, which is capable of night search and rescue operations over
the sea.

Source: Jagran Josh, 12 November
ASEM Members Endorse Need for Maritime Security

External Affairs Minister Salman Khurshid said there is unanimity on the need to
provide maritime security among members of the ASEM. He also said that the
members took up the issue regarding countries providing armed protection on ships,
which was discussed in connection with the case involving the killing of two
fishermen in Kerala by two Italian Marines in February last year. "There was
unanimity on the need to provide maritime security, and in that context the issue also
of what to do with initiatives that countries have taken about providing armed
protection on ships, and how that's to be dealt with, in the backdrop of the
unfortunate incident in which the Italian Marines got involved,” he said while
addressing media after the conclusion of the two-day ASEM meet.

"Our view is that we must find a solution that ambiguity of this nature does not affect
any future deployment,” he added. On Feb 15, 2012, the two marines, posted on
security duty aboard an Italian-registered oil tanker, Enrica Lexie, mistaking a boat of
fishermen for pirates, shot and killed two Indian fishermen, Ajay Binki and Gelastine.
The incident occurred about 20.5 nautical miles off the coast of Kerala. The Italians
have been contesting the jurisdiction of Indian courts in the matter, saying the
incident occurred in international waters. According to reports, the National
Investigation Agency (NIA) has reportedly questioned four Italian marines who were
witness to the killing of the fishermen through video conferencing who appeared in
Indian Embassy in Rome.

Source: Business Standard, 12 November

Japan, India Agree to Plans for Joint Maritime Drill by Year-End

Japanese Foreign Minister Fumio Kishida and his Indian counterpart Salman
Khurshid agreed to plans for joint exercises between Japan's Maritime Self-Defence
Force and the Indian Navy by the end of this year as agreed by their leaders earlier
this year, Japanese officials said. The drill, the second after one held in Japan in
June last year, is aimed in part at checking China's increasing readiness to assert its
claims and interests in regional waters. During a meeting in New Delhi on the side-
lines of two-day foreign ministerial talks of the Asia-Europe Meeting, Kishida and
Khurshid also agreed to hold soon the first session of a joint working group to
implement the export of US-2 amphibious aircraft to India.

The US-2 four-engine turboprops, manufactured by major Japanese defence
contractor ShinMaywa Industries Ltd., have been used by the MSDF for search and
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rescue operations. The Japanese and Indian foreign ministers also reaffirmed plans
to seek a civil nuclear cooperation deal with an eye toward Japan exporting nuclear
power plant equipment and technology to the electricity-hungry South Asian country.
Additionally, Kishida sought cooperation from Khurshid in accommodating the trip to
India by Japanese Emperor Akihito and Empress Michiko from Nov. 30. The Indian
foreign minister said New Delhi is working hard to prepare for the imperial visit,
according to the officials.

As part of efforts to help rebuild areas in northern India affected by rainstorms in
June, Kishida conveyed to his Indian counterpart Tokyo's intention to provide 15.0
billion yen in aid. Japanese and Indian officials also signed a yen-denominated loan
worth up to roughly 30.7 billion yen to go toward the construction of facilities for the
Indian Institute of Technology Hyderabad and infrastructure projects in southern
India. The foreign ministerial meeting between Japan and India followed a summit
meeting between Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and his Indian counterpart Manmohan
Singh in Tokyo in May.

Source: Global Post, 12 November
Tanker Hijackings Raise Piracy Concerns in Seas around Singapore

Two tanker hijackings in about a month in the South China Sea and Malacca Strait, a
route for about a quarter of sea borne oil trade, have fuelled fears piracy could be on
the rise in the area, potentially driving up ship insurance premiums. On Nov. 7,
pirates hijacked a tanker carrying marine gasoil in the strait near Pulau Kukup,
Malaysia, and stole its cargo before the ship and crew were released. It was the
second hijacking in waters around Singapore this year after an attack on a Thai-
registered tanker laden with gasoil near Pulau Aur, Malaysia, in the South China Sea
on Oct. 10. The ship was released after its cargo was transferred to another tanker.
The attacks follow three similar ship hijackings and gasoil thefts in 2011 and 2012.

"Given previous incidents occurred in clusters this could be the start of a trend," said
Mark Pearce, director of marketing for international risk consultant Drum Cussac. A
security source with knowledge of previous attacks said it was unclear whether one
or several gangs were responsible for the attacks. "It has to be the work of a
syndicate," said the source, citing the level of pre-planning and sophistication that
went into the attacks. The armed gangs could either have links to the crew on-board
the hijacking target or inside knowledge about the ship and cargo, according to the
Singapore-headquartered Regional Cooperation Agreement on Combating Piracy
and Armed Robbery against Ships in Asia (ReCAAP).

These intelligence-led hijackings have involved "the seizure of tug boats and barges
for resale on the black market and the seizure of tankers so that their cargo, often
marine gasoil, can be transferred and sold on the black market," Pearce said.
INSURANCE PREMIUMS

Tom Fulford-Smith, marine divisional director of international insurance at broker

Cooper Gay (Hong Kong), said insurance premiums could rise if there were more
attacks. "If insurers see one or two (incidents), they are going to wonder if it's going
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to happen again," said Fulford-Smith, whose views echoed those of other brokers
including Marco Daini, director of marine cargo at Cambiaso Risso Asia. The tanker
hijacked on Nov. 7 was the 3,254 deadweight tonne (dwt) GPT-21 operated by
Singapore firm Global Unique Petroleum, according to anti-piracy sources and ship
tracking data. The firm could not immediately be reached for comment, but one ship
broker estimated the gasoil cargo was worth more than $2.7 million if the Panama-
flagged ship was fully loaded and all cargo stolen.

Previous tanker hijackings and cargo thefts have involved gangs gaining access to
information on routings, what the vessel were carrying, origin and destination and
possible locations where the oil transfer could be carried out, ReCAAP said.
ReCAAP had given details about the latest incident to Interpol because it involved
cross-border crime. Attacks by gangs armed with guns and knives on shipping
passing through the Malacca Strait have been running at 12 to 20 a year over the
last three years, according to ReCAAP figures. Most of these incidents have involved
the theft of ship's stores, cash and assaults on the crew. That compares with a peak
in 2000 of 220 recorded attacks, according to the Kuala Lumpur-based International
Maritime Bureau which tracks pirate activity. If there was a spike in incidents in
Southeast Asia, it comes as pirate attacks worldwide fell to their lowest level since
2006 in the third quarter, the IMB said. Reported piracy incidents fell to 188 in the
first nine months of this year from 233 in the same period of 2012, according to the
IMB's latest piracy report.

Source: Reuters, 12 November

Vietnam Requests Indian Navy to Train Personnel

In what will strengthen defence ties, Vietham has requested the Indian Navy to help
train Viethamese naval personnel on Russian-built Kilo-class submarines. Vietham
has already been extending special privileges to Indian naval warships to berth at
their ports. The two countries have shared close ties for decades and both have
been the victims of Chinese aggression in the past. India recently held defence
secretary-level talks with Vietnam. India is also keen to sell the BrahMos supersonic
cruise missile, jointly developed with Russia, to Vietnam. India could also offer its
experience in ship-building to Vietnam, which currently has a small Navy.

China, meanwhile, has been increasingly nervous about growing Indo-Viethamese
defence ties since it is anxious about the presence of the Indian Navy in the South
China Sea which China considers its own backyard. China and Vietham also have
maritime disputes over the oil-rich Spratly and Paracel islands in the South China
Sea. The northern part of Vietnam is also not far from the Chinese island of Hainan
where China is reportedly stationing some of its submarines. India had earlier taken
the firsttentativeste ps t owar ds establishing a fAsust a
South China Sea, not far from the Chinese mainland. Vietnam had allowed Indian
naval warships to drop anchor at its Nha Trang port during naval goodwill visits. At
the time, the Indian Navy was perhaps the only foreign Navy to have been given this
privilege.

Source: The Asian Age, 12 November
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India Expected to Approve Barak Missile Buy

India is likely to proceed with the purchase of Barak
missiles from Rafael despite a probe of alleged
corruption involving prime contractor Israel Aerospace
Industries (IAl) and former Indian Defence Minister,
George Fernandes, an Indian Defence Ministry
source said. | ndi ads top

authority, the Defence Acquisition Council, said at a
Nov. 11 meeting that it had referred the missile
purchase to an internal committee for evaluation.
Il ndi ads Centr al Bureau
charged Fernandes in a $326 million deal involving
the purchase of Barak anti-missile systems from IAl,
contracted in 2000. So far, the CBI has not released
any findings on the probe. But the Defence Ministry
source said the CBI is likely to close the case against
IAl and described the internal inquiry is only a
formality.

The Navy has been demanding the purchase of Barak missiles, but the Defence
Ministry has been holding back because of the alleged kickback case. Currently,
three of the Indian Navy ships that have the Barak air defence system on board have
no missiles. The Navy had given a proposal to the Defence Ministry early this year to
procure about 300 Barak missiles for the warships Ranvir, Brahmaputra, Betwa and

Beas at a cost of around $100 million. The Barak under purchase is an anti-aircraft,
anti-missile system with a range of 70 kilometres, a warhead of 52 kilograms and
speed of Mach 2.

Source: Defence News, 12 November

Navy Close to Clinch Deal with Port Trust for New Berth

Faced with the increasing presence of China in the Indian Ocean region, the Indian
Navy is eyeing a major station in the Kochi outer sea, close to the shipping channel.
Talks are on with the Cochin Port Trust for reclaiming about 650 acres to build a
facility capable of berthing 10 to 15 warships. The Navy is looking for a berth of
about six km where its most modern acquisitions can be based. The total investment
is likely to be Rs 3,500 crore. This strategic move is aimed at minimising reaction
time to any eventuality unfurling in the south western region of the country. Sources
told TOI that this move will also see the transformation of the Southern Naval
Command into an operational centre from its current status of a training station,
equal to the status of Western and Eastern Naval Commands.

The facility will also add another layer of security to Kerala, which is witnessing huge
investments along its coast in transhipment and petrochemicals field. The Navy has
formally written to CPT in this regard. Sources said initial price negotiations have
begun after CPT reacted "very positively" to the proposal. The Port is ready to give
Navy about 650 acres "including area that has to be reclaimed"”. Though the Navy's
need was only 450 acres, CPT offered more "provided the Navy strengthens the
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channel till the southern breakwaters". The area offered is worth Rs 2000 crore,
sources said. The Navy is also expected to invest about Rs 1,500 crore for building
its port. This is a win-win for the Port as it will help reduce its dredging costs.
"Dredging is a huge drag on CPT with about 40% of its profit being used only for this
purpose. Once the Navy takes over this area, CPT stands to save more than Rs 60
crore every year as its annual dredging bill is upwards Rs 135 crore,” said a CPT
source.

Source: The Times of India, 13 November

Plan for Armed Guards on Ships

Defence minister AK Antony convened a high-level meeting to review the coastal
security policy since the 26/11 attacks in Mumbai. All agencies that are stakeholders
in the coastal security grid were present. Although the Indian Navy is the nodal
agency, there are about 14 organisations from four different central ministries and
the state governments involved.

The government asked the agencies to frame rules for the use of armed private
security guards on Indian-flagged ships. The meeting acknowledged that the coastal
security grid is still a work in progress. The state governments were required to set
up maritime advisory boards comprising local officials of the navy, the Coast Guard,
the police and intelligence agencies. Daman & Diu, Goa, Gujarat, Maharashtra and
Tamil Nadu have set up the boards.

The Indian Navy, which has identified the Lakshadweep and Minicoy Islands among
I ndi ad6s most vulnerable I|littoral terri
islands there was no local security grid in place. To implement the security grid, the
navy has drawn up a multi-tiered plan nationally.

At the nerve centre of the grid is the National Maritime Domain Awareness (NMDA)
project. This is essentially a control room to which all information from coastal radars
and systems would be fed and from where the information would be disseminated to
the relevant posts. The NMDA is still to be set up.

Since the new policy, 87 Indian-flagged vessels over 20 metres in length have been
fitted with Automatic Identification System (AIS) transponders.

The transponders, estimated to cost about Rs 5,000 each, have yet to be fitted in
boats less than 20 metres. Typically, fishermen with small business have said that
the governments should subsidise or pay for the transponders. The AIS
transponders would give coastal security agencies automatic information on a boat,
where it i s headed, who it i's owned by,
The agencies have also installed 46 coastal radars. Another 38 are being installed.
These radars are often co-located with lighthouses. The agencies responsible
include the ministries of fishing, shipping and the directorate general of lighthouses
and lightships and the coast guard.

Source: The Telegraph, 13 November
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Indian Navy to Have 200 Warships in Ten Years: Official

Indian Navy would have 200 warships in
another 10 vyears, with three aircraft
carriers in each of the three naval
commands, for which orders have already
been given to various docks in the
country, a senior official said on board the
INS Satpura. "Right now, we have 136
ships and we are targeting 200 in the next
10 years. All our docks in our country are
full of orders,” Rear Admiral Atul Kumar
Jain, Flag Officer Commanding in Chief,

-~ — . = | Eastern Naval Command told reporters.
The Navy was Iooklng at maklng destroyers and frigates, he said. "Right now, we
have only one Landing Platform Dock (LPD) INS Jalashwa. We are going for four
more LPDs." He said INS Vikramaditya, which India bought from Russia would be
inducted into the Navy later this month.

"Once it comes, INS Vikramaditya would be under the control of INS Karwar in
Karnataka. Another aircraft carrier is in the making in Kochi now. Once it is
commissioned, we will position it in Visakhapatnam," he said. Indian Navy would also
engage with the Japanese Coast Guard for a joint military exercise next month off
the eastern coast, he added. Earlier, he along with Puducherry Lt Governor Virendra
Khataria reviewed various demonstration activities by seven naval ships -- INS

Shivalik, INS Satpura, INS Ranvijay, INS Khukri, INS Kulish, INS Khanjar and INS
Jalashwa, as part of Navy Day celebrations. Slithering by Marine Commandoes on
board Navy's chetak helicopters and recently inducted surveillance aircraft P-81
were also part of the demonstration. Over 3,000 guests, mostly family members of
defence personnel, senior bureaucrats and journalists, also withessed the four-and-
a-half hour long demonstration, which happened some 25 nautical miles off Chennai
coast.

Source: NDTV, 13 November

K7 SHIPPING L

Iran's Worrisome Shipping

Bravo to the European Union, whose
authorities are seeking ways to maintain
sanctions on Iran's national cargo fleet. The
EU's existing sanctions on the Islamic
Republic of Iran Shipping Lines were
overturned in September by the EU General
Court on grounds that the European Council
had not provided enough evidence linking
IRISL to Iran's nuclear program, which was the
reason given for the EU's blacklisting the
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shipping group in 2010. European governments are now exploring new grounds for
re-imposing sanctions, such as IRISL's record of arms smuggling.

But Europe's push to keep pressure on IRISL comes at a delicate moment. The US
administration has been trying to deflect tough measures against Tehran for fear of
jeopardising nuclear talks between Iran and the P5+1 block of world powers: the US,
UK, China, France, Russia and Germany. Following an initial sit-down last month,
P5+1 talk are scheduled for a second round beginning in Geneva. Diplomats would
be wise to pay more attention to IRISL's record than to the political sensitivities.
While demanding its day in court under European law, IRISL has racked up a history
on a variety of other fronts in which respect for law hardly figures. When the US
Treasury imposed sanctions on IRISL and 123 of its ships in 2008, the broad reason
Treasury gave in a press release was that IRISL was "providing logistical services to
Iran's Ministry of Defence and Armed Forces Logistics." As an example, Treasury
cited a case in 2007 in which IRISL had allegedly transported "a shipment of
precursor chemicals destined for use in Iran's missile program.”

In the same 2008 press release, Stuart Levey, then Treasury's undersecretary for
terrorism and financial intelligence, said that "Not only does IRISL facilitate the
transport of cargo for UN designated proliferators; it also falsifies documents and
uses deceptive schemes to shroud its involvement in illicit commerce.”" Mr. Levey
also said that "IRISL's actions are part of a broader pattern of deception and
fabrication that Iran uses to advance its nuclear and missile programs.” As US
sanctions began to bite, IRISL embarked on a series of manoeuvres that Adam
Szubin, the director of Treasury's Office of Foreign Assets Control, described in 2011
as "deception, fraud and dangerous activities on behalf of the Government of Iran.”
IRISL renamed and reflagged most of its vessels, according to Mr. Szubin, and it
shuffled nominal ownership of those ships among shell companies spread around
the globe, in places such as Hong Kong, Dubai, Barbados and Malta, according to
Treasury documents and shipping registries.

According to an Oct. 2, 2009, US State Department cable marked "secret" and
published by WikiLeaks, IRISL was officially privatised in 2008, but the Iranian
government "probably still maintains control of a significant number of shares." The
cable noted that, "As a result of its Iranian domestic and government connections,
IRISL has long been Iran's preferred maritime carrier for the import of materials for
its ballistic missile programs.” IRISL has also figured in Iran's illicit export of
weapons. In 2009, the UN Security Council's committee on Iran sanctions reported
three cases that year of Iranian arms smuggling aboard ships. The UN report
described all three cases as "violations" of a UN sanctions resolution passed in 2007
forbidding Iran to sell or transfer abroad, directly or indirectly, "any arms or related
materiel." According to the UN committee, "all three violations involved the Islamic
Republic of Iran Shipping Lines (IRISL)." Of these cases, the most notorious is that
of the Monchegorsk, a Russian-owned, Cypriot-flagged freighter chartered by IRISL.
According to the WikiLeaked 2009 State Department cable, IRISL might have more
cheaply used one of its own ships for the shipment. "However, IRISL apparently
chartered the Monchegorsk not to save money, but to obscure the Iranian origin of
the sensitive shipment.” The dodge failed. En route from Iran to Syria, the
Monchegorsk was inspected at sea by a US Navy boarding party. The ship's cargo
included containers packed, according to the UN, with ammunition, mortar
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components and high explosives. The ship was ordered to Cyprus, where Cypriot
authorities impounded the cargo and stored it at a naval base. But in 2011 several of
the containers self-detonated, killing 13 people and injuring 61.

The second case involved the Hansa India, a German-owned, German-flagged
freighter chartered by IRISL. In October 2009, according to Der Spiegel, US
warships halted the vessel in the Gulf of Suez, en route to Malta. According to a UN
sanctions notice, the ship was carrying containers loaded with bullet casings,
"apparently for AK rifles." The contents were in barrels marked with the Farsi name
of Iran's Defence Industries Organisation, an entity designated by the UN in 2006 as
being involved in Iran's nuclear program. The third case involved another German-
owned ship, the Francop, flagged to Antigua and Barbuda, with an arms cargo that
the UN report described as "shipped by IRISL." The Francop was boarded near
Cyprus in November 2009 by the Israeli navy. Israeli authorities reported finding 500
tons of weaponry aboard, including rockets, grenades, armour-piercing artillery and
more than half a million bullets.

IRISL's financial manoeuvres have also had their troubling aspects. In 2011, the
Manhattan district attorney announced a 317-count indictment against IRISL and a
number of its affiliates. As summarised in a report by Andrea Stricker of the
Washington-based Institute for Science and International Security, the indictment
charges them with "conspiracy to circumvent United States sanctions against Iran by
illegally accessing New York banking institutions to send and receive more than $60
million in payments." Ms. Stricker adds that Iran has rejected the indictment as
"unfairly aimed at harming its economy.” According to a spokesperson at the

Manhattan district attorney's office, "The case remains open."

In March 2011, the US Treasury issued an advisory warning of alleged IRISL abuses
meant to hide the group's involvement in shipping transactions. These included
"using container prefixes registered to another carrier" and "naming non-existent
ocean vessels in shipping documents.” In a 2012 advisory, Treasury warned that
"IRISL has recently been operating vessels despite their flags having been revoked.”
Such practice not only reflects efforts to evade sanctions, but also runs counter to
basic maritime safety rules. Also in 2012, a report by the UN Security Council's
Panel of Experts on Iran sanctions concluded that although they had received no
recent reports of IRISL smuggling, "it is likely that maritime shipments of prohibited
items are continuing." According to a lawyer for IRISL, Maryam Taher of M Taher &
Co. Solicitors, "IRISL has always maintained that it has never knowingly been
involved in shipping any illegal material."

For all of IRISL's wiles, sanctions have had a visible effect on the group's usefulness
to the Iranian regime. IRISL ships in recent years have at considerable cost
registered under such flags of convenience as Bolivia's, Mongolia's, Tuvalu's and
Tanzania's. Due largely to the efforts of the US Treasury, they been kicked off all of
them. Among the more than 120 vessels currently blacklisted by Treasury as linked
to IRISL, most are now reflagged back to Iran. And while IRISL's fleet used to sall
most of the globe, ship-tracking databases show that IRISL's shipping routes are
now largely confined to the Middle East and Asia, with occasional runs to Africa.
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None of this has succeeded in stopping Iran's nuclear program. But any easing of
EU sanctions on IRISL seems unlikely to help, especially when Iran, for all its current
charm offensive, has yet to provide any concrete sign that it has kicked the arms-
smuggling and proliferation habitd or, for that matter, backed off from its role as the
world's leading state sponsor of terrorism. According to the Iranian press, IRISL's
managing director, Mohammad Hossein Dajmar, celebrated September's EU court
annulment of sanctions as a "big success" that "puts the seal of approval on the
rightfulness of IRISL and the baselessness of the accusations.” If the EU's earlier
accusations couldn't hold up in court, there's every reason for EU authorities to dip
into IRISL's long record for some charges that just might.

Source: The Wall Street Journal, 4 November

China Shipping Expands Footprint in South America

China Shipping has set up a wholly-owned subsidiary, China Shipping (South
America) holding, in Sao Paulo, Brazil, which will become the investment, planning,
management and service centre of China Shipping in South America. The new
company will be engaged in investment and management of shipping, ship agency,
freight forwarding, and logistics. The establishment of the South America Company
wi || expand the companyds business in
America, the company said.

Source: Longshore Shipping News, 6 November

Delegation under Ministry of Shipping to Visit Japan

A delegation under the leadership of GK Vasan, minister of shipping visited Japan
from November 7 to November 12, on the invitation of Akihiro Ohta, minister of land,
infrastructure transport and tourism, government of Japan. The visit enhanced the
India-Japanese cooperation and gives a fillip to better coordination and cooperation
between the two countries in the shipping sector. Expertise of Japanese in port
operations, ship recycling and shipbuilding will be utilised by the Indian ports and
shipyards, a statement from the VOC Port Trust at Tuticorin said. The delegation
includes Vishwapati Trivedi, IAS, secretary (Shipping), R Srinivasa Naik, director,
MA Bhaskarachar, CMD of Ennore Port and other officials of ministry of shipping.

The delegation discussed with the Japanese government for better coordination
between two countries and to enhance the Japanese interests in utilising the
facilities of Indian Ports, more particular of Ennore and Chennai Ports. The
delegation would have discussions for obtaining Japan International Cooperation
Agency (JICA) funding for the Outer Harbour project of VOC Port, Tuticorin.

The delegation would also be visiting the Port of Yokohama and Port of Nagoya to
see the port operations and the latest technologies being utilised in these two ports,
the statement said. Japanese automobile manufacturing companies use Chennai
and Ennore ports for importing automobile components through containers for their
factories. Japanese company Metal One (Mitshubishi group) is importing steel coils
used for automobile through Chennai Port in the break bulk form. Around 240
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Japanese companies have developed business in and around Chennai in the last
decade, the statement said.

Source: The Times of India, 6 November

Coastal Shipping Project May Bring Down Freight Charges

The Coastal Shipping Project which will be inaugurated by Chief Minister Oommen
Chandy in Kollam is expected to bring down freight charges, create job opportunities
and reduce traffic congestion on roads, Ports Minister K Babu said. The aim is to
transfer at least 20 per cent of freight traffic to coastal sea routes by 2020 in the first
phase of the project, he said in a statement. Six of the 17 minor ports - Vizhinjam,
Kollam, Kodungallur, Alappuzha, Beypore and Azheekal - will be developed in this
phase. At present cargo is being handled only at the old port in Vizhinjam, Beypore,
Azheekal and Kollam. The government is preparing a detailed project to revive the
rest, the minister said. The development of the 1,647 km inland waterways and the
proposed Vizhinjam International Seaport will add to the possibilities of coastal
shipping, he said.

According to Ports Department officials, the Coastal Shipping Project is intended to

be started in a small way so as to ensure maximum busi ness and retur

have to go by trial and error, o0 Ports
Deloitte-Tohmatsu, which conducted the feasibility study for the Coastal Shipping
Project, had submitted its report in 2011. According to ports officials, developments
of minor ports in the state are in various stages. The State Government has
identified 16 minor ports to be developed as part of the Coastal Shipping Project, but
the focus will be on a handful in the initial phases. Ponnani in Malappuram district is
proposed to be developed as an all-weather port at a cost of "1,000 crore. The work
has been awarded to Malabar Ports Pvt Ltd and an SPV - Ponnani Ports Pvt Ltd -
has been formed for the purpose.

Source: The New Indian Express, 9 November

dep

I MARITIME ENVIRONMENT G

Arctic Ship Route May be Safer with Anglo-Russian Radio Waves

The perils of the new Arctic shipping route, warmed by climate change, may diminish
with a British-Russian radio navigation initiative, under development to shore up
vulnerable satellite-based alternatives. The British system, being trialled in the hectic
shipping lanes past Dover and drawing interest from South Korea - after its northern
neighbour jammed satellite systems - may tie up with parallel work underway in
Russia, its developers say. The new Arctic route still faces high risks from extreme
weather and icebergs. In September, a small Russian oil tanker was holed when it
passed through the Kara Sea, off Russia's Arctic coastline. Vessels increasingly rely
on systems that employ satellite signals to find a location or keep exact time,
including the Global Positioning System (GPS). Experts say GPS is vulnerable to
signal loss from solar weather effects or radio and satellite interference and can also
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be affected by intentional jamming by criminal gangs, countries or potentially from
militant groups.

The General Lighthouse Authorities of the UK and Ireland (GLA) is pioneering a
radio-based back-up prototype called eLoran and could tie-up with Russia which
operates a similar, although less developed system, called eChayka. Early talks
between the two will focus at first on standardisation so that ships could switch
seamlessly between the systems. "Rather like your mobile phone might switch
between cells in mobile networks without you realising it," said Martin Bransby of the
GLA. The eLoran system works on earth-based radio systems to provide alternative
position and timing signals for navigation. Ships need to install receiver equipment.
"Taking into account that the Northern Sea Route takes course along Russia's coast,
the intensity of traffic increases year by year, serious environmental risks appear in
this area,” said Vasily Redkozubov, deputy director general of Russia's Inter-
navigation Research and Technical Centre.

"Experience has shown that the presence of only one navigation GNSS-type system
is not enough - it is necessary to have an alternative autonomous system
independent from GNSS (Global Navigation Satellite Systems)." Redkozubov said
the GLA was leading the way with eLoran, which would help Russia further advance
eChayka. Analysts say Russia is keen to expand its shipping clout through the
Arctic, which aims to cut journey times by weeks. "The Northern Sea Route provides
access to Russia's own hinterland and the vast amount of minerals and hydro carbon
resources," said Malte Humpert of Washington based think tank the Arctic Institute.

Source: Chicago Tribune, 6 November

Maritime Industry Responds to Typhoon in the Philippines

Ship-owner groups, unions, and welfare

organisations are pulling together in

response to the devastating effects of

Typhoon Yolanda in the Philippines. One of

the main concerns is for Filipino seafarers,

who represent over 20% of the world's

seafarers, to be able to contact their families

and loved ones back home. Already, the

Mission to Seafarers and Sailors' Society

are providing free phone cards, Sims, and

. i Wi-Fi to Filipino seafarers who visit their

centres aII over the world The Seafarers Emergency Fund, administered by ISWAN,

is providing funds for seafarer centres around the world to facilitate free phone calls
and Wi-Fi for Filipino seafarers to call back home.

ISWAN is helping to co-ordinate the response from organisations involved in
seafarers' welfare such as the International Shipping Federation/International
Chamber of Shipping (ISF/ICS), the International Transport Workers' Federation
(ITF), and the International Christian Maritime Association (ICMA).
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The following online resources are available for organisations and seafarers who
need further information:

f
il

f
f
il

People finder service via Google - http://google.org/personfinder/2013-yolanda/

Free  telephone calls to landlines/mobiles  from the Philippines  with
viber http://viber.com/typhoon

Reliable sources of news - http://mashable.com/2013/11/09/typhoon-haiyan-philippines-2/
Crisis map of the disaster - http://google.org/crisismap/a/gmail.com/TyphoonYolanda
Philippine Red Cross family tracing service - +63 (0)9179519711, + 63 (0)9154940415

The Seafarer Help website is at www.seafarerhelp.org

Updated information will appear on the ISWAN website at www.seafarerswelfare.org

Source: The Maritime Executive, 12 November
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