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Shipping and Impact of Climate Change 

-- Francis Ugwoke 

The negative impact of climate change appears to have no boundaries. When few 
years ago, the issue of climate change came up, not many knew its wide-reaching 
negative effect. Apart from the destruction it has caused to homes through various 
degrees of flood, it has affected agriculture to such an extent that many countries 
have had their food production level reduced as a result. Here in Nigeria, the issue of 
climate change has been linked to either early or late rains that have caused havoc 
not just in damage to farms but also destruction of some homes. In the Western 
world, the damage is even more. But not many knew that even in the shipping 
sector, climate change equally has no bound. 

The nightmare which crew and Russian scientists faced aboard MV Akademik 
Shokalskiy is a current example of the ravages of climate change. Since Christmas 
Eve up till the time of filing this report, the ship and crew had remained in Australian 
waters stuck by thick ice that has been described by experts as a result of climate 
change. The worst scenario was even that the first attempt to rescue the ship and 
passengers, including 74 scientists, tourists and crew by using an icebreaker ship 
failed. The ice could not be cracked and the matter got worse when fierce winds and 
snow forced the icebreaker to retreat. The   attempts to use helicopter   to move 
some of the scientists and tourists have not been easy. This latest effort was a 
matter of the situation of the weather that was increasingly violent. Agency reports 
have it that the helicopter had to wait for the harsh weather to settle before beginning 
any rescue operation. This in effect meant so much apprehension for the 
passengers. 

How Climate Affects Ports 

A master mariner and General Manager, Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA), Capt 
Iheanacho Ebubeogu  said that as a result of increasing global climate change, the 
world-wide sea levels are rising with their attendant consequences of encouraging 
land loss, increased flooding. He said that the effects of climate change could be 
geographically wide spread, and may affect both transport infrastructure and ports 
operations. Ebubeogu identified four areas where climate change can impact 
negatively on ports.  These include: ―increasing temperatures– which can accelerate 
damage to infrastructure, and reduce water levels on inland water ways, amongst 
others;  increasing precipitation–which can accelerate degradation of0k infrastructure 
and soil conditions;  rising sea levels–which can inundate coastal infrastructure: 
changes in storm activity which can damage infrastructure and disrupt operations 
due to increased storm intensity‖. 

Impact on Infrastructure 

The effect on increase in the intensity of temperature, according to Ebubeogu, could 
be on roads, rail bucking and reduction in inland water level. The impact   would be 
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felt in the more rapid deterioration of infrastructure, such as in the   damage to 
pavement, rail bucking and reduced inland water level. He explained that since the 
quality of pavement is necessary for the structural integrity of roads, extremely hot 
days over and extended period of time could lead to the rutting of pavement and 
rapid breakdown of asphaltic binder, resulting in cracking, potholing and bleeding, a 
development that damages the structural integrity of the road. Similarly, he added 
that rail roads could encounter rail bucking more frequently in climates that 
experience extremely hot temperature which could result in derailment of trains. On 
reduced water levels, this could be to increased temperature and evaporation with 
the result that lower water levels would mean that ships and barges would not be 
able to carry as much weight as necessary. 

Impact on Navigation 

Ebubeogu said that while incremental sea level rise impact may not be immediate or 
serve as the storm activity, the impact could never the less affect all modes of 
transportation. Low level roads and quay aprons, he said, could be at risk of 
inundation and ports may experience higher tides. ―Although sea level rise would 
have no direct impact on navigation itself, it would affect harbours infrastructure and 
the standard services of coastal and port structures. This may allow greater 
penetration of wave energy to the coast line and into harbours thus causing 
increasing coastal erosion in areas with a soft coast line. A change in high and 
extreme sea levels may cause an increased number of incidents of over topping and 
lowland flooding, and reduced top clearance between ships and bridges‖, he said. 

Since ports infrastructure is designed to cope with soil texture in consideration of  
tide and waves, quay walls and shore protection, he said, will likely experience  
reduction  of their   height above water level and, in extreme cases quay aprons or 
land adjacent to shore protections may be flooded.  With positioning of quay wall 
fenders also based on tidal range, all these will affect sea rise, he said.  He disclosed 
that it was in anticipation of global sea rise that influenced two long term projects in 
Nigeria, including the rehabilitation of the Lagos East, West and Training Moles. With 
this, the collapsed crest of the moles has been restored to+3m above Chart Datum, 
he said. 

Navigational Channels 

On safety of navigation, he explained that since the characteristics of some ocean 
currents sometimes change, along some channels, water density, hydrographic 
datum, as well as parameters for tidal prediction may vary on the tide tables. Given 
the same dredging campaign efforts, many ports, according to Ebubogu may 
advantageously enjoy more advertised depths as a result of sea rise meaning that 
vessels could come in with deeper draft for the same effort of dredging. ―Conversely, 
some channels may have their regime distorted by new siltation rate and pattern‖, he 
said. On how to respond to sea rise as it affects   port operation,   the design heights 
of some ―Ship-to-shore‖ gantry cranes in certain ports, he said, may have to be 
adjusted if they must effectively carry out discharge in fully laden large container 
vessels. 
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Solution to Climate Change 

Ebubeogu holds the view that since climate change may have come to stay; there 
was the need for synergy of efforts to mitigate it. This, he said, should be by 
―collective research, data gathering and storage, monitoring and information 
dissemination to minimise cost and achieve a broader picture for early warnings‖ He 
called for the synergy to be within   regional and sub-regional level involving nations. 
He equally called for   policy guidelines on design and construction of water front 
infrastructure as well as the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) to be 
systematically reviewed and enforced in line with changes arising from this 
phenomenon. He was of the view that maritime administrations be weary of the 
relationship between climate and migration of marine creatures as well as its eco-
influence so as to use the Ballast treatment convention to check this negative 
impact. He tasked ports of the world to fight against this global phenomenon, and 
endeavour to adopt feasible policies that would promote the use of environmentally 
friendly machinery and equipment. 

Source: This Day Live, 5 January 

Losing the Senkakus/Diaoyus Could Win China the 10-Dash Line 

-- Ryan Leary 

The spectre of nationalism in the Far 
East looms over ownership of the 
Senkaku/Diaoyu Islands.  China and 
Japan have increased their civilian and 
military presence around the islands 
and continue retaliatory actions and 
declarations.  History in the region has 
few examples of such situations 
concluding amicably.  

However realist or idealist one‘s 
perspective, there remains significant 

room for de-escalation and peaceful resolution.  The path to finding a solution has 
been the focus of many academics, policy experts, and the media with two scenarios 
offered in the commentary.  

First is what amounts to a Grand Bargain:  China cedes their claims in the East 
China Sea to Japan in return for Japan‘s support of China‘s South China Sea claims.  
Those who believe this the most likely outcome are those who give deference to 
China‘s long-view strategies.  While China appears to have the patience and political 
structure to execute strategies with time horizons far beyond those of the United 
States, a Grand Bargain would be readily discerned and countered as it ultimately 
relies on the United States, Korea, Philippines, Vietnam, Indonesia, and others to 
concede interests or territorial claims to China.  That makes for a strategy not only 
with a long time horizon but also with very long odds. 

http://www.thisdaylive.com/articles/shipping-and-impact-of-climate-change/167981/
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The second scenario is that China succeeds to some degree in pressing its claims 
with Japan, using the dispute in the East China Sea as a proving ground for 
strategies in the south.  Winning territorial concessions from Japan, China‘s primary 
regional competitor, would not only validate its strategies, it would also strengthen 
China‘s position when dealing with weaker competitors bordering the 10-dash line in 
the South China Sea. Those who predict this outcome tend to believe China will not 
relinquish any claims. This may be a bit too binary.  First, the territorial disputes in 
the two regions have very different histories, interests, and actors.  Second, a 
resolution seen as offering China concessions in the East China Sea could counter-
productively strengthen the resolve of the actors disputing China‘s claims in the 
South China Sea. 

However, there is another possible scenario.  China could exploit customary 
international law to its advantage, creating a precedent in the East China Sea 
simplifies the complexities surrounding the 10-dash line in the South China Sea.  
The precedent that best serves Chinese interests is that a country with 
administrative control over disputed islands exercises economic rights surrounding 
the territory, even if that country is Japan.  With China in a strong position to enforce 
administrative control over the Spratly Islands, Paracel Islands, and Scarborough 
Shoal, a precedent connecting administrative control of disputed territory to 
economic rights would greatly benefit China. 

So, what else needs to happen to make this other potential scenario a reality?  
Nothing.  If China continues to bluster about the Senkaku/Diaoyu Islands and Japan 
continues to retain administrative control and enforce fishing laws in what would be 
the territory‘s Exclusive Economic Zone, the precedent is established.  Only time is 
needed for this version of status quo to be considered customary international law.  
Interestingly, this path finds a convergence between the long view and expansionist 
proponents.  China could get access to a lot more territory and natural resources if it 
is willing to ‗lose a battle to win the war‘. 

(Ryan Leary is a US naval officer and Federal Executive Fellow at The Fletcher School of Law 
and Diplomacy.  His opinions and views expressed in this post are his alone and are presented 
in his personal capacity. They do not necessarily represent the views of US Department of 
Defence, the US Navy, or any command.) 

Source: CIMSEC, 7 January 

The Return of China’s Small-Stick Diplomacy in South China Sea 

-- James R. Holmes 

Associated Press reporter Christopher 
Bodeen chooses his words well in a story on 
China‘s latest bid to rule offshore waters. 
Beijing, he writes, is augmenting its ―police 
powers‖ in the South China Sea. That‘s 
legalese for enforcing domestic law within 
certain lines inscribed on the map, or in this 
case nautical chart. The Hainan provincial 
legislature, that is, issued a directive last 

http://cimsec.org/losing-senkakus-win-china/
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November requiring foreign fishermen to obtain permission before plying their trade 
within some two-thirds of the sea. Bill Gertz of the Washington Free Beacon supplies 
a map depicting the affected zone. It‘s worth pointing out that the zone doesn‘t span 
the entire water space within the nine-dashed line, where Beijing asserts 
―indisputable sovereignty.‖ 

A few quick thoughts as this story develop. One, regional and extra regional 
observers shouldn‘t be too shocked at this turn of events. China‘s claims to the 
South China Sea reach back decades. The map bearing the nine-dashed line, for 
instance, predates the founding of the People‘s Republic of China. It may go back a 
century. Nor are these idle fancies. Chinese forces pummelled a South Vietnamese 
flotilla in the Paracels in 1974. Sporadic encounters with neighbouring maritime 
forces — sometime violent, more often not — have continued to this day. (See 
Shoal, Scarborough.) Only the pace has quickened. 

Henry Kissinger notes that custodians and beneficiaries of the status quo find it hard 
to believe that revolutionaries really want what they say they want. Memo to Manila, 
Hanoi & Co.: Beijing really wants what it says it wants. 

Two, Bodeen‘s police-powers terminology is apt. Lawyers define the police power as 
a twofold thing. It means enforcing order on national territory, in the usual sense of 
the word police. And it means helping provide for the health, welfare, and morals of 
the people. The new rules fall into the former category. China is trying to enforce its 
laws in waters and islands over which it asserts sovereignty, as though the question 
of sovereignty is a done deal. And it is using non-military assets, not the PLA, to 
punctuate its message that there are no legitimate challenges to Chinese jurisdiction. 

This is what I‘ve been calling ―small-stick diplomacy‖ for the past couple of years. 
China‘s small stick — the China Coast Guard and other law-enforcement 
instruments — outmatches Southeast Asian militaries by most measures. So why 
not police contested sea areas with inoffensive-seeming vessels while holding the 
big stick, the PLA, in reserve should things goes wrong? If no one pushes back 
effectively, you create a new normal over time. 

Three, in all likelihood Hainan lawmakers‘ diktat presages no challenge to freedom of 
navigation, the stated US interest in the region. Chinese spokesmen take pains to 
disavow any such challenge. But for them, navigation means navigation and nothing 
more. Barring foreign fishing vessels from select areas means compelling their home 
governments to accept Chinese domestic law in waters under dispute. And that‘s the 
goal, isn‘t it? In effect Beijing wants foreign shipping, private and publicly owned, to 
obey the same rules the law of the sea ordains for the 12-nautical-mile territorial sea. 
That‘s the offshore belt where the coastal state‘s laws and regulations apply with the 
same force they do ashore. This adds up to selective access denial. China, that is, 
will make the rules governing access to sea it deems its own — and others will 
comply. 

But four, the South China Sea is a huge water space for any force to police. Bodeen 
estimates the area covered by the new rules at 1.35 million square miles. That‘s five 
times the land area of Texas. And everything‘s big in Texas, as denizens of that 
state will tell you (over and over again). Readers of these pixels are familiar with J. 
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C. Wylie‘s axiom that the man on the scene with a gun — Wylie‘s metaphor for 
armed assets of various types — is the true guarantor of control over a given 
territory. Does China boast enough seagoing policemen to monitor what‘s happening 
throughout two-thirds of the South China Sea, and shoo away or apprehend those 
who defy Chinese law? Colour me sceptical. 

Which means enforcement efforts may be scattershot, PLA assets may have to pick 
up the slack for law-enforcement services, or both. Deploying military assets to 
police supposedly sovereign islands and waters would crimp the narrative that China 
exercises indisputable sovereignty there. So would widespread disobedience. It‘s 
hard to envision Southeast Asian governments — heck, any government with a 
stake in the maritime order — accepting what Beijing is pushing. What if China 
passed a law and no one obeyed? We may see. 

Source: The Diplomat, 9 January 

INS Vikramaditya Will Create Waves for India  

           -- Sushil Kumar 

The 1941 attack on Pearl Harbour was the day aircraft carriers came into their own. 
In one stroke, aircraft launched from Japanese navy carriers wiped out the battle line 
of the United States‘ Pacific Fleet and brought forth an era of unprecedented sea 
power. From that day on, aircraft carriers are synonymous with sea control and 
maritime dominance. 

The Indian Navy‘s experience of operating carrier battle groups goes back a long 
way. Both our earlier aircraft carriers — INS Vikrant and INS Viraat — served with 
great distinction but they belonged to a different generation. Being of World War II 
vintage, they were no longer relevant to the concept of maritime operations. Graded 
as a super carrier with multiple capabilities, its mobile battery of MiG-29K aircraft 
provides the INS Vikramaditya battle group great potency. 

So why does the Indian Navy need such formidable capability when India has only 
regional aspirations? The size of an aircraft carrier had been an unresolved debate 
for many years and had many facets: cost and capability being the most important. 
But the Falklands conflict of 1982 put an end to this debate: when the battle ensued 
in the South Atlantic, the Royal Navy Task Force found itself handicapped by the 
limited capability of its two small carriers, both of which were as old as INS Vikrant 
and INS Viraat. The British navy lost four major warships with hundreds of 
casualties. 

The lesson was obvious: the operational outcome of a sea battle hinges on the 
capability of the aircraft carrier in the battle group. Having operated carrier battle 
groups for more than half a century, India remains the only country in the region that 
has such a capability. The Chinese navy is yet to operationalise its first aircraft 
carrier. So the induction of INS Vikramaditya has to be seen in the right perspective. 

Moreover, the concept of maritime operations is also different from land-based 
missions. Unlike land forces that operate in proximity to the nation‘s borders, a navy 

http://thediplomat.com/2014/01/the-return-of-chinas-small-stick-diplomacy-in-south-china-sea/
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could be tasked with a wide range of missions. Not only must it be ready for all 
situations but also be prepared to raise the threshold of confrontation. To face such 
challenges, the navy must remain solidly in the forefront of technology. This is where 
a new generation aircraft carrier like INS Vikramaditya provides the cutting edge. 

For the Navy, INS Vikramaditya is a force multiplier, especially in the Indian Ocean 
Region where India has a geographical edge. It provides the nation with credible 
options to play a stabilising role within our region, gunboat diplomacy and conflict 
prevention being important spin-offs. 

The presence of a versatile battle group led by INS Vikramaditya could alter the 
strategic landscape of the region and its implications are unlikely to be lost on China 
since its energy life line in the Indian Ocean would be of concern. But navies have 
always had a professional understanding among themselves. They know what INS 
Vikramaditya means. And since they operate in a common medium, they also know 
how to keep their distance. 

(Admiral Sushil Kumar is a former Chief of the Indian Navy. The views expressed by the author 
are personal.) 

Source: Hindustan Times, 9 January 

 

China to Strengthen Cooperation with Vietnam 

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi said that the country is willing to strengthen 
cooperation with Vietnam, Xinhua reported. The development of China-Vietnam 
relations maintains momentum and China attaches great importance to its ties with 
Vietnam, Wang told Vietnamese Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Pham 
Binh Minh in a telephone conversation. Wang said that leaders of the two countries 
have reached consensus on comprehensively carrying forward the strategic 
partnership between the two countries with pledges to promote maritime, land and 
financial cooperation. He said China is willing to work with Vietnam to implement the 
leaders' consensus and enhance high-level exchanges. China is also willing to work 
with Vietnam to prepare for the seventh meeting of the China-Vietnam steering 
committee on cooperation, to make the first round of talks of the working group for 
joint maritime development successful, and to push for the early start of joint 
investigation in sea waters out of the mouth of Beibu Bay in a bid to make substantial 
progress in joint maritime development. Minh said that he agreed with Wang. 
Vietnam is willing to work with China to further promote bilateral relations in the 
coming year, he said. The two officials also exchanged views on regional issues 
including Japan. 

Source: Two Circles, 1 January 

China Expresses Concern about US, Japanese Naval Deployments 

China is concerned about naval deployments by the United States and Japan in the 
Asia-Pacific region, according to a 2014 naval outlook issued by China through its 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/comment/analysis/ins-vikramaditya-will-create-waves-for-india/article1-1170772.aspx
http://twocircles.net/2013dec31/china_strengthen_cooperation_vietnam.html
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military media. The PLA Daily published an article on its Navy.81.cn website 
predicting that major countries in the world will put more emphasis into building up 
their navies in 2014. The article said that US Navy Chief of Naval Operations Adm. 
Jonathan Greenert recently released his Navigation Plan for the Navy for 2014 to 
2018. The plan defines the course and speed the US Navy will follow to organise, 
train and equip over the next several years. According to the article, the US Navy will 
continue to push through a 'rebalancing strategy' in Asia and the Pacific, and will 
deploy more vessels, submarines and planes in the region to realise the goal of 
deploying 60 percent of its Navy in the region by 2020. 

The article said that Japan has also released a draft five-year plan on ocean policy 
that is aimed at promoting undersea resources development and enhancing 
surveillance capability in its surrounding waters. Japan's Maritime Self-Defence 
Force is also increasing its military deployment in its south-western islands facing 
China. The article said that aircraft carriers are still favoured by military powers, that 
major countries will make efforts to build nuclear-powered submarines, and that they 
will speed up the building of new types of submarines. Meanwhile, destroyers and 
escort vessels will move toward bigger tonnages with multiple uses. The article said 
that the North Pole will gradually become a US strategic priority and that Russia will 
also step up naval deployments in that region, which will make the jockeying for 
position in the Arctic more fierce. 

Source: Global Security, 1 January 

China Making a Play at Bangladesh? 

Beijing‘s recent efforts at improving strategic 
ties with Delhi may soon experience a hiccup. 
In an attempt to strengthen Dhaka‘s military 
might, China has agreed to sell submarines to 
Bangladesh‘s Navy sometime. Last month, the 
two countries sealed a $203 million deal that 
offers Bangladesh two Ming Class submarines. 
The move was decried by India which could not 
help hide its dismay at the rising tide of Sino-
Bangladeshi defence cooperation. Indeed a 

senior official recently took Beijing to task questioning the ―necessity‖ of pact with 
Bangladesh. Delhi‘s main concern is that these submarines may intrude into Indian 
waters. These events seem to raise alarm in India as the Indian Navy now plans to 
boost its presence in the Bay of Bengal. 

Indian wariness is understandable since enhanced Chinese presence nearby 
continues to cause strategic anxiety in Delhi. Indeed, the Indian response is largely 
tailored at the more strategic concern on China rather than the diminutive effect with 
Bangladesh. As Paul J. Smith, Professor of National Security Affairs at the US Naval 
War College, explained: ―I don‘t think the issue is the possession of submarines per 
se; it is China‘s increasing influence in Bangladesh (including possibilities that China 
may be able to transform Chittagong into ‗Gwadar East‘)‖. This is what military 
planners in India are really worried about.‖ Gwadar is a strategic Pakistani port-
affording access to the Arabian Sea and the Persian Gulf. The port, which is 

http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/library/news/2014/01/mil-140101-cna01.htm?_m=3n%2e002a%2e1000%2ebu0ao017zf%2ewy1
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especially strategic for its importance in the global shipping trade, has come under 
fire in India as a result of Pakistan‘s welcoming of significant Chinese investment and 
operational control. 

With regard to Bangladesh‘s naval revamp, India must gauge Dhaka‘s real 
intentions. For example, there has been no indication from Bangladesh that it will 
permit China with unfettered access to the Bay. And clearly Bangladesh understands 
that it cannot achieve the capabilities to overpower or match India in a sea battle. 
Rather Bangladesh‘s focus could be to deter Myanmar since it was engaged in a 
feud with Naypyidaw a maritime territorial dispute. In 2008, tensions grew 
exponentially when Bangladesh dispatched a British-made warship to ward off 
Myanmar‘s petroleum exploration vessel which was accompanied by a naval flotilla. 
Bangladesh deferred the issue to the United Nations International Tribunal for the 
Law of the Sea (ITLOS) for a resolution. Long before the final ITLOS verdict came in 
the favour of Dhaka in 2012, the Bangladesh Navy has already started to implement 
its long-term strategic plans. For instance, the Bangladesh Navy began test firing 
automated missiles for the first time. Also, it commissioned a number of small ships, 
notably the decommissioned USCG Cutter Jarvis- a Hamilton class ship which 
happens to be the largest vessel in Bangladesh Navy. Interestingly it has been 
named Somudra Joy, meaning ocean victory, indicating Bangladesh‘s triumph over 
Myanmar‘s claim on the disputed waters. Apparently, Bangladesh feels more 
threatened by Myanmar on its Eastern flank rather than drummed up concern 
regarding India. 

As Smith indicates though, while Dhaka‘s intentions are more benign in nature, the 
implications of the deal are still significant in broader geostrategic terms: ―I do not 
believe these submarines will pose a threat to India. But this misses the larger game 
that is being played. The Indian Ocean is the strategic arena of the 21st Century. 
China views the Indian Ocean as key to its geopolitical rise, particularly as the 
region‘s sea lines connect the Chinese economy to critical sources of energy in the 
Middle-East and Africa.‖ And this greater strategic game is more problematic in the 
long-term. Smith puts forth that ―the only arms race that matters in South Asia is the 
one between China and India. Pakistan, and to an increasing extent, Bangladesh 
serve as Beijing‘s proxies in the region. This makes India very nervous when these 
two neighbours acquire new military capabilities.‖ 

Geography denies China access to the Bay of Bengal. But this has not stopped 
Beijing from trying to extend its naval power projection beyond its national ports. 
Bangladesh is simply another element of China‘s strategy to dramatically enhance its 
global naval posture. As Professor Smith aptly concludes, ―This is the real strategic 
significance of selling submarines to Bangladesh. Imagine you are an Indian military 
planner. You have China on your western border (through its Pakistan proxy) and 
increasingly you have China on the Eastern border (increasingly close relations with 
Bangladesh). China also is making diplomatic and military inroads in Sri Lanka, 
Seychelles, and Mauritius among others. This is the new ‗great game‘ in the Indian 
Ocean region; just as the United States ‗pivoted‘ to the Asia-Pacific; China has 
‗pivoted‘ to the Indian Ocean. Again, the Bangladesh submarine story is part of this 
larger strategic game. ‖ 

Source: Forbes, 3 January 

http://www.forbes.com/sites/jonathanmiller/2014/01/03/china-making-a-play-at-bangladesh/
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15th Chinese Navy Escort Fleet Visits Kenya 

The 15th Chinese navy escort fleet arrived in Mombasa, the Indian Ocean port city of 
Kenya, for a four-day visit. The fleet formed by amphibious docking vessel 
Jinggangshan and missile frigate Hengshui was received by representatives from the 
Kenyan government and navy, Chinese Ambassador to Kenya Liu Guangyuan, other 
Chinese diplomats, and representatives of overseas Chinese upon its arrival at the 
port of Mombasa. Kenya Cabinet Secretary for Defence Raychelle Omamo said at 
the welcome ceremony that the visit strengthens and deepens the mutual relations 
between the Kenyan and Chinese forces. 

The Chinese ambassador said the visit of the fleet is a "journey of peace, friendship 
and cooperation" with "China's solemn promise to safeguard world peace" and "the 
sincere friendship from the Chinese people to the Kenyan people." Commander of 
the Task Force RADM Jiang Zhonghua said the visit is the second to Kenya since 
China's navy hospital ship Peace Ark in October 2010. The Chinese and Kenyan 
navy will hold events during the visit including equipment maintenance, damage 
control, medical aid and sports. The Kenyan navy will also watch anti-pirate tactics 
actions from the fleet. 

Source: Xinhua, 3 January 

Ghana, Ivory Coast Maritime Boundary Dispute to be Resolved 

Minister for Lands and Natural Resources, Inusah Fuseini has expressed hope that 
the maritime dispute between Ghana and Ivory Coast will be resolved peacefully by 
the middle of the year. This follows a joint committee set up by both countries, which 
is currently working steadily to address the matter.  

The minister told Joy News that the joint committee visited the disputed area to 
ascertain the geographical coordinates of that boundary post and progressively 
holding meetings to study the options that could help resolve the issue. According to 
Inusah Fuseini, even though the boundary has been disputed by Ivory Coast, it is the 
starting point of negotiations between Ghana and Ivory Coast.  

Both countries are claiming ownership of a territory in the maritime border of the two 
countries, which experts say holds about 2 billion barrels of oil reserves, as well as 
1.2 trillion cubic feet of natural gas. Ghana was the first to strike oil in the disputed C 
100 area along the Tano basin, until Ivory Coast announced it had also struck oil in a 
block off its shore and adjacent Ghana‘s jubilee field.  

The minster for Lands and Natural Resources also pointed out that are negotiating 
both countries are resolving the issue within the framework of international law which 
recognises that maritime boundary issues should be resolve by negotiation. Failing 
to reach a peaceful and consensual agreement, the minster noted that parties could 
resort to the international tribunal and invite a neutral party to help resolve the issue. 

Source: Ghana Web, 3 January 

 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/china/2014-01/03/c_133017025.htm
http://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/NewsArchive/artikel.php?ID=296856
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Indian Navy Leads the Way: Women Officers Set To Circumnavigate 

While the development of leisure 
boating in India is greatly dominated 
by the purchase of powerboats by the 
ever expanding middle class, the 
Navy is leading the way in the 
development of sailing. First there was 
the circumnavigation, and then the 
non-stop circumnavigation, and now 
the women naval officers are getting a 
piece of the action. The Navy's first 
ever team of women sailors is 

beginning to take shape for a circumnavigation of the world as Lieutenant-
Commander Shweta Kapur (pictured above) has started practicing as crew in the 
race from Cape Town to Rio de Janeiro on board the sailing boat Mhadei, which 
Sail-World readers will remember as India's fine 56ft Van de Stadt - but Indian 
manufactured - yacht which completed the first ever Indian circumnavigation.  

Lt Commander Shweta Kapur, an education officer, is one of the three women 
officers selected by the Navy for the mission to circumnavigate the globe in Mhadei. 
The other two women officers include Lieutenant Vartika Joshi and sub lieutenant P 
Swati. Shweta started her journey from Cape Town on Mhadei. Dilip Dhonde, India's 
first solo circumnavigator on the same boat Mhadei is the skipper of the boat. 
Shweta is being groomed by Dhonde who had also helped Abhilash Tomy, India's 
first non-stop circumnavigator. On the way back from Rio after the completion of the 
race, Joshi and P Swati would get to sail back on Mhadei. Shweta has become the 
first Indian naval officer to spend such a long time at sea. Normally to date women 
officers are allowed only day sailing on the naval vessels so this is a significant 
breakthrough for the women. Shweta, an avid adventurist, would be Mhadei's first 
woman skipper. Daughter of a naval officer, Shweta had volunteered for the Mhadei 
mission. She became the first Indian woman to sail 5,000 miles non-stop on her first 
ever sea voyage to reach Cape Town. 

Source: Sail World, 4 January 

Taiwan Seeking to Participate in RIMPAC 

Taiwan is seeking to participate in the Rim of the Pacific Exercise (RIMPAC), the 
world's largest international maritime warfare exercise, in an effort to develop closer 
military cooperation with the United States, Taiwan's representative to the US said. 
Intensive military training programs are ongoing between Taiwan and the United 
States, King Pu-tsung said, adding that both sides had collaborated on 18 projects in 
the area in 2013 and were expected to join hands again for 35 projects in the coming 
year. He did not elaborate further on the projects. 'We will also continue to seek 
participation in important US military exercises, including the RIMPAC,' King said in a 
report on the development of Taiwan-US ties, which was delivered to the 
Legislature's Foreign Affairs and National Defence Committee. 

http://www.sail-world.com/Asia/Indian-Navy-leads-the-way:-Women-officers-set-to-circumnavigate/118167
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RIMPAC is hosted by the US Pacific Fleet biennially in and around Hawaii. In 2012, 
a total of 22 countries had participated in the RIMPAC. A group of eight US 
congressmen had written to US Defence Secretary Chuck Hagel in October 2013, 
voicing their support for Taiwan's participation in the RIMPAC, and during the same 
year, Senator Dan Coats (R-IN) had also introduced an amendment backing 
Taiwan's participation in the exercise, King said. The report said that this was the 
first time that the US Congress had expressed support for Taiwan's participation in a 
multilateral military and security mechanism. King, who took up the post as Taiwan's 
top envoy to the US in December 2012, is scheduled to attend a hearing of the 
legislative committee reporting on Taiwan-US relations. 

Source: Global Security, 5 January 

Seoul to Equip its New Maritime Helicopters with Israeli SPIKE Missiles 

The South Korean Defence Acquisition 
Program Administration (DAPA) 
announced that the new Wildcat 
helicopters being acquired for the Republic 
of Korea Navy will be equipped with Rafael 
Spike NLOS missiles, marking the first 
deployment of this advanced missile on a 
maritime platform. Spike NLOS is already 
operational with the Korean Army. The 
missile can engage point targets with 

utmost precision, from a maximum range of 25, using autonomous or man-in-the-
loop electro-optical guidance. Seoul is expecting to receive the 8 AW159 Wildcat 
Maritime Operational Helicopters (MOH) in 2015. These new helicopters will replace 
Augusta Westland as replacements the Super Lynx Mk99 currently in use with the 
Korean Navy. 

Equipping these helicopters with the Spike 
NLOS missile will enable the navy the 
capability to strike targets from a stand-off 
range, with minimal exposure. Seoul is 
counting on the Israeli weapons to rapidly 
engage and eliminate rocket launchers, 
artillery tubes or even hovercrafts and landing 
crafts trying to conduct surprise landing South 
Korean territory. Seoul is investing about $560 
million in the procurement of the eight 
helicopters. Each of them will be equipped 
with Flash dipping sonar, provided by Thales, 
and anti-submarine torpedoes. The helicopter 
will be equipped for anti-submarine warfare, surface attack, maritime surveillance 
and search and rescue missions. Apart from the sonar, torpedoes and missiles it will 
also carry a maritime surveillance radar and electro-optical payload, which will also 
support the weapon system. Deliveries will take place in 2015 and 2016. 

 

http://www.globalsecurity.org/wmd/library/news/taiwan/2014/taiwan-140105-cna01.htm?_m=3n%2e002a%2e1003%2ebu0ao017zf%2ex1h
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In addition to the fielding of the SPIKE NLOS, 
Seoul is also considering other SPIKE variants, 
such as the Spike ER, considered as one of the 
options for a primary guided weapon for the 
future combat helicopter to be developed and 
produced by Korean Aerospace Industries (KAI). 
Other options include various laser-guided 
weapons including the Israeli Lahat missile from 
IAI MBT, BAE Systems‘ APKWS and the Hellfire 

from Lockheed Martin/Raytheon. While the Koreans have not yet decided which 
partner they will team with on this multi-billion dollar campaign, it is estimated that 
the weapon system segment alone will be worth well over one billion US$. 

Source: Defence-Update, 6 January 

US Navy: Freedom LCS Conducted More Than Training Missions in South 
China Sea 

The US Navy‘s first Littoral Combat Ship 
(LCS-1) conducted real-world operations in 
the South China Sea during the ship‘s 
deployment to Singapore, the commander of 
US Navy Surface Forces said. USS Freedom 
(LCS-1) conducted ―pretty standard patrol‖ 
operations in the South China Sea under 
orders from the US 7th Fleet based in Japan, 
Vice Adm. Tom Copeman told reporters 
during a conference calls. ―They won‘t be 

writing a book about it 30 years from now,‖Copeman said. It was: ―presence; it‘s 
showing the flag; common operational picture; flight ops, 11 meter [boat operations].‖ 
Copeman did not go into details of the missions but revelation of the operations 
changes perception of the deployment — which was billed as consisting of mostly 
training missions and international cooperation exercises. Overall Copeman billed 
the ten-month deployment to Singapore as a success, despite several high profile 
systems problems during the first time deployment. 

―I don‘t agree the deployment was characterised by a series of breakdowns,‖ 
Copeman said. ―This is a research and development platform we took a pretty 
significant risk with‖ In July, Freedom lost propulsion due to a problem with two of the 
ship‘s four Isotta Fraschini V1708 diesel electrical generators that overheated and 
shutdown that required the ship to return to port. It‘s first significant underway in May 
from was cut short due to lube oil problems that caused the ship to return to port. In 
October, the crew found three feet of water in the ship‘s bilge due to a broken 
seawater pipe. ―While the ship was deployed for ten months, it was available for 70 
percent of the time for the operational commander, which is on par with most other 
ship in the fleet for forward deployed,‖ Copeman said. The Navy and Lockheed 
Martin have already made design changes in follow on ships of the Freedom-class to 
improve the diesel generators and the cooling systems. ―Between LCS-1 and LCS-5 
[Milwaukee] there‘s been a redesign of the ship‘s service diesel generators, redesign 
of the main reduction gear coolers which proved problematic,‖ Copeman said. 

http://defense-update.com/20140106_seoul-equip-new-maritime-helicopters-israeli-spike-missiles.html
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Copeman also said the addition of ten sailors to both versions of LCS core crew of 
40 would be a permanent addition to the ship‘s compliment. ―Fatigue has been a 
problem on the ship in the past and [the additional crew] worked out pretty well for 
us,‖ Copeman said. The next LCS deployment is scheduled later in 2014 with the 
second Freedom- class ship— USS Fort Worth (LCS-3). ―It‘s going to be 16 months. 
There‘s going to be significantly more crew turnover than during Freedom‘s 
deployment,‖ Copeman said. During Freedom‘s deployment, the crew was swapped 
at the halfway point as a test of the LCS manning scheme that would assign two 
ships a rotation of three crews for forward deployed ships. The other LCS ship class, 
Independence (LCS-2), won‘t be ready for deployment until after it completes testing 
and evaluating the mine countermeasure (MCM) for both classes of ships sometime 
in 2015. 

Source: USNI News, 6 January 

China Orders Foreign Fishing Vessels Out of Most of the South China Sea 

China has ordered foreign fishing vessels 
to obtain approval from regional 
authorities before fishing or surveying in 
two thirds of the South China Sea, setting 
up the potential for new confrontations 
between Beijing and its neighbours over 
maritime sovereignty claims to disputed 
islands. The new orders went into effect 
Jan. 1 after they were issued late 
November by Hainan island provincial 
government authorities. Under the new 
regulations, all foreign fishing boats that 

transit into a new Hainan‘s administrative zone in the sea—an area covering two-
thirds of the 1.5 million square mile South China Sea—must be approved by Chinese 
authorities. The new measures were imposed Nov. 29 and announced Dec. 3 in 
state media as part of a policy of enforcing Chinese fisheries law. Chinese law states 
that any ships that violate the fishing regulations will be forced out of the zone, have 
their catch confiscated, and face fines of up to $82,600. In some cases, fishing boats 
could be confiscated and their crew prosecuted under Chinese law. 

It is the first time China has made a clear legal claim to disputed fishing grounds 
claimed by Vietnam, Philippines, Malaysia, Brunei, and other states in the region. A 
Chinese maritime patrol boat struck a Vietnamese fishing boat Jan. 3 near the 
Paracel Islands in the first incident under the new rules, according to Vietnamese 
state media. The Chinese used Tasers and batons to subdue the fishermen and 
confiscated their 5-ton catch of fish along with fishing equipment. The incident was 
reported on the website Fishermen Stories. The new South China Sea fishing rules 
have not been disclosed publicly outside China. At stake in the dispute are key 
issues of international freedom of navigation, and China‘s attempt to seize and 
control waters known to contain large fishing grounds in addition to untapped 
reserves of oil and natural gas. China last month set off an international imbroglio 
with Japan, Philippines, South Korea, and the United States by declaring an air 
defence identification zone over the nearby East China Sea. Japan rejected the 

http://news.usni.org/2014/01/06/navy-freedom-lcs-conducted-training-missions-south-china-sea
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Chinese claims for the air defence zone. The Pentagon ordered two nuclear-capable 
B-52 bombers to fly through the zone in a challenge to the Chinese claims. 

Then last month a US Navy guided missile 
cruiser nearly clashed with a Chinese warship 
in the South China Sea near Hainan Island, 
as the US ship, the USS Cowpens, monitored 
Chinese naval manoeuvres. A State 
Department spokesman had no comment. ―A 
Chinese embassy spokeswoman had no 
immediate comment.‖ Secretary of State John 
Kerry said in Manila Dec. 17 that the United 
States wants maritime disputes in the region 
resolved peacefully. ―We strongly support 
ASEAN‘s efforts with China to move quickly to 
conclude a code of conduct as a key to 
reducing the risk of accidents or 
miscalculation,‖ he said. ―In that process, we 
think that claimants have a responsibility to 
clarify their claims and to align their claims 
with international law.‖ Kerry said the East 
China Sea air defence zone should not be implemented and warned China to ―refrain 
from taking similar unilateral actions elsewhere in the region, and particularly over 
the South China Sea.‖ Chinese state media have reported that due to the 
international backlash over the East China Sea zone, China is unlikely to declare a 
similar air defence zone in the South China Sea. 

The no-fishing zone over two thirds of the South China Sea appears to be China‘s 
effort to bolster its maritime sovereignty claims in that sea. Analysts say the new 
Chinese fishing rules are likely to trigger larger disputes among China and other 
Southeast Asian states. ―This is truly significant, but not unexpected,‖ said former 
State Department official and China affairs expert John Tkacik. Tkacik said 
declaration of the new Hainan maritime zone appears to be part of a policy by China 
of gradually tightening controls in the region. Earlier, Beijing had declared the entire 
South China Sea as its territory under a vague ―Nine-Dash Line‖ covering the sea 
that Beijing claimed as an exclusive economic zone. ―Beijing is now stepping beyond 
its previous vagueness on the legal status of the ‗Nine Dash Line‘ to promulgating a 
‗provincial measure‘ to see what the push-back is,‖ he said. Declaration of the new 
Hainan fishing zone also appears to be designed to gradually force Southeast Asian 
states, Japan, and the United States to accept Chinese maritime encroachment. 

Vietnam and China clashed militarily several times in the past 30 years over the 
Paracel islands, which are included in the new zone. Chinese ships fired on two 
Vietnamese fishing boats in 2005, killing 9 people. Video from Vietnam posted online 
several years ago also showed Chinese patrol boats firing machine guns at 
Vietnamese fishermen near the Paracels. Additionally, Chinese naval vessels have 
confronted the Philippines over its claims to the Spratly islands, also located within 
the new Hainan no-fishing zone. Other disputed fisheries in the Hainan zone include 
the Macclesfield Bank, located east of the Parcels, and Scarborough Shoal, near the 
Philippines‘ Luzon Island. China also has harassed US intelligence-gathering ships 



Page 18 of 40 

in the South China Sea during the past several years. The South China Sea was the 
scene of a US-China military confrontation Dec. 5 when a Chinese navy tank landing 
ship sailed and stopped some 100 yards in front of the USS Cowpens, a guided 
missile cruiser. Defence Secretary Chuck Hagel called the Chinese attempt to stop 
the Cowpens ―irresponsible‖ and said the incident could have triggered a larger 
military showdown. 

Tkacik said Southeast Asia states could challenge the new no-fishing zone through 
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. ―China is clearly flouting [the 
convention] with this announcement,‖ he said. Beijing will likely deflect criticism of 
the no-fishing zone by claiming it was initiated by a regional government and thus is 
not part of national policy. However, China is not likely to rescind the rules and could 
initiate similar fishing restrictions in the East China Sea. US policymakers appear to 
believe that the US Navy is sufficient to maintain and defend US maritime rights 
under international law, without the UN Law of the Sea convention, Tkacik said, 
noting that while Japan has signed up to the convention, the United States has not. 
―As China‘s navy grows stronger—and the US Navy shrinks—Washington‘s options 
will run out in a few years,‖ he said. ―I don‘t know that anyone in Washington, either 
at State or the Pentagon, is thinking this challenge out beyond a year,‖ he added. ―It 
is America‘s misfortune that it no longer has any real maritime strategists.‖ 

Source: The Washington Free Beacon, 7 January 

Japan Fine-Tunes Aircraft Sale Terms Ahead of Abe’s Visit 

Japan fine-tuned the sale terms of at least 15 ShinMaywa US-2 amphibious aircraft 
for the Indian Navy, ahead of Japanese PM Shinzo Abe‘s trip to India later this 
month. Itsunori Onodera, Japan's defence minister on a four-day visit to India met his 
Indian counterpart AK Antony to discuss the deepening of military ties and the 
aircraft‘s sale. According to the ministry of defence officials, "The two also talked 
about the security scenarios relating to territorial disputes in the region, and 
regularising maritime cooperation following joint exercises last month." Last May, 
during PM Manmohan Singh‘s four-day visit to Tokyo, the two countries agreed on 
talks that would confirm plans for India to purchase the US-2, an aircraft developed 
in Japan for use by its Self-Defence Forces. The deal marks a shift from Japan‘s 
strict post-war policy of not supplying defence equipment to other countries. Japan 
imposed a ban on arms exports in 1967 as it sought to demonstrate its anti-war 
credentials. The ban began to come under pressure in 2011, when the Japanese 
government relaxed the rules allowing Japanese firms to take part in multinational 
weapon and military projects. 

There are two key driving forces behind this fundamental shift in Japanese policy. 
One is the rise of China and the second, Japan‘s desire to expand the market for its 
defence industry. The two factors are linked: apart from India being a significant and 
growing defence market, Tokyo also finds it shares common cause with Delhi in the 
security realm. The US-2 is a military aircraft, but it can be retrofitted for civilian use. 
Even if Japan sells the aircraft to India for civilian use only, India would have the 
option to rework the aircraft to restore its military purpose. According to senior 
officials, "Japan has already signalled its interest in working with India in the Indian 
Ocean and the amphibious aircraft deal could facilitate that." There has been a leap 

http://freebeacon.com/china-orders-foreign-fishing-vessels-out-of-most-of-the-south-china-sea/
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in India-Japan strategic ties through 2013. India recently rolled out the red carpet for 
Japanese Emperor Akihito, whose visit early December was hailed as a ‗historic 
milestone‘. Abe is due to visit India in January as the guest of honour on Republic 
Day. 

Source: The Financial Express, 7 January 

Air Defence: Indian Navy Air Defence Rescued From Disaster 

The Indian Navy finally convinced its government to allow the purchase of 262 more 
Barak-I anti-aircraft/missile missiles. The Navy spent most of 2013 trying to lift a 
government ban on buying any more of these missiles. Israel offered to sell the 
missiles for $573,000 each. At the moment, 14 major Indian warships are equipped 
with Barak. India first bought Barak 1 in 2000 and in 2007 joined Israel in developing 
the new Barak 8. Both these projects are in trouble because of bribery accusations. 
Over the last decade Israel has sold over six billion dollars‘ worth of arms to India. 
The biggest single item has been the Barak anti-missile systems for ships. The 
Barak system uses small missiles to shoot down incoming anti-ship missiles. Israeli 
weapons have a solid reputation for reliability and effectiveness. Israeli success in 
several wars adds to the appeal of their armaments. The US and Israeli arms 
manufacturers often work together, which also gives Israel an edge when selling 
their equipment. 

Indian corruption investigations revealed that large bribes were paid to Indian 
officials to make those Barak sales happen. Those naughty Israelis joined naughty 
Swedes, Italians, and evil foreigners from several other nations that had made major 
weapons sales to India via Indian officials demanding bribes. It's not like India is the 
only nation that has corruption problems in the military procurement area. All nations 
do, but the extent of the corruption varies quite a lot and India would like to move 
away from the top of the list. This will please Indian taxpayers, as well as those 
concerned about defence matters, especially people in the military. When military 
suppliers are selected mainly on the basis of how large a bribe they will pay, you 
often do not get the best stuff available. The problem is that the Indian CBI (Central 
Bureau of Investigation) tends to blacklist foreign suppliers accused of corruption 
until the case can be resolved. Oddly, Israel was not added to the blacklist because 
of the corruption allegations, apparently because of the Barak 8 joint venture. 
Nevertheless, in August 2012 CBI put a hold on the navy request for more Barak 1 
missiles. This was thought to be a ploy to get the navy to be more helpful to the 
corruption investigators. No one really knows, and when it comes to investigating 
corruption in India, things get murky real fast. Now that the government has 
approved the Barak 1 deal many dirty, but unindicted naval officers are no doubt 
nervous. 

Barak 1 missiles weigh 98 kg (216 pounds) each, with a 21.8 kg (48 pound) 
warhead. The missiles are mounted in an eight cell container. The radar system 
provides 360 degree coverage and the missiles can take down an incoming missile 
as close as 500 meters away from the ship. The missile has a range of ten 
kilometres and is also effective against aircraft. The Barak has been exported to 
India, Chile, Singapore, and Venezuela. India has bought over $500 million worth of 
these systems. But the missiles are used regularly for training and the navy needs to 

http://www.financialexpress.com/news/japan-finetunes-aircraft-sale-terms-ahead-of-abe-s-visit/1216194/0
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maintain a war reserve of missile reloads to replenish heavy usage during combat. 
Once you've made a major purchase via a tainted process, you still have to keep 
buying material to keep the system (assuming it meets your needs) operational. 
Despite the bribes, the Barak missiles have performed as advertised. So did the 
Swedish artillery and many other items bought only after the procurement officials 
got their gratuity. Thus the Indians try to concentrate more on the corruption among 
Indian officials. That way the military won't be cut off from needed weapons and at 
least one side of the corruption problem can be vigorously attacked. The problem is 
getting the Indian courts to decide who to go after and persuading the CBI to get out 
of the way. Meanwhile, without the 262 new Barak 1 missiles the navy warned the 
government that it had to either cut back on training or see the war reserve fade 
away. 

An Indian effort to curb corruption in defence procurement doesn‘t always work out. 
Sometimes the target of the investigation turns out to be innocent, often just the 
victim of circumstance (being told to pay the bribe or see the contract go to someone 
who will). Sometimes anti-corruption efforts backfire. An example is an attempt to 
blacklist firms that have been caught paying bribes to Indian officials or otherwise 
misbehaving. These companies were to be blocked from doing any more business 
with India. It soon became apparent that this was not going to work in some cases. 
Spare parts and replacement munitions were needed for many systems 
manufactured by firms on the black list. And sometimes the weapons in question 
were badly needed. That‘s what is happening with Barak 1 and several other crucial 
systems. 

Source: Strategy Page, 7 January 

Taiwan Unveils 15-Year Navy Upgrade Plan 

The Navy Command Headquarters unveiled a 15-year upgrade plan for Taiwan's 
naval forces, under which the weapons systems of the country's major warships will 
all be upgraded. The naval headquarters briefed news media on the plan while 
introducing its maritime warfare history exhibition room. The headquarters said it has 
begun evaluating the feasibility of building submarines on its own as the United 
States has yet to respond to Taiwan's long-time requests to purchase eight diesel-
electric submarines. The US government approved the sale of eight diesel-powered 
submarines to Taiwan in 2001, but no progress has been made on the project since 
then. Frustrated by the country's inability to procure the subs, Taiwan's military has 
gradually shifted from a model of 'waiting for US approval' to considering building its 
own with US technological support, the United Daily News (UDN) said in a special 
report last December. 

The paper also said a local shipbuilders' association is scheduled to come up with a 
comprehensive feasibility assessment report by June 2014. The naval headquarters 
confirmed that a seminar was held last year to discuss relevant issues with military 
experts, shipbuilding engineers and academics. Another symposium on sub-related 
technologies and management topics will be held later this year, the headquarters 
said. Meanwhile, it said the military will collaborate with local shipbuilders to resume 
the training functions of the Navy's two Guppy- class submarines. The sub 
renovation plan is also expected to help foster local shipbuilders' capability to build 

https://www.strategypage.com/htmw/htada/articles/20140107.aspx
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new submarines in the future, the naval authority said. It added that the Navy also 
plans to build a number of new warships, including amphibious dock landing ships 
that can transport small crafts, vehicles and helicopters. In the future, the Navy will 
standardise the combat systems of all of its warships and logistics systems as part of 
efforts to build a strong elite naval force, it said. 

Source: Global Security, 9 January 

US: China's Fishing Restrictions 'Provocative and Potentially Dangerous' 

The United States says Chinese moves to restrict fishing in contested waters of the 
South China Sea are a 'potentially dangerous' escalation in the maritime dispute. 
Chinese authorities say the rules are well within their sovereign rights. China's 
Hainan province is now demanding that all foreign fishing vessels ask permission to 
enter more than half of the 3.5-million-square-kilometer South China Sea, where 
China is facing rival territorial claims by Vietnam, the Philippines, Malaysia and 
Brunei. US State Department spokeswoman Jen Psaki says the new restrictions run 
counter to efforts to resolve the disputes multilaterally. 'The passing of these 
restrictions on other countries' fishing activities in disputed portions of the South 
China Sea is a provocative and potentially dangerous act,' said Psaki. Chinese 
Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying says there is nothing unusual about 
the new restrictions. 'As a maritime nation it is normal and routine for China to make 
rules to regulate the conservation and management of maritime biological 
resources,' said Chunying. But Psaki says those regulations are without foundation. 

'China has not offered any explanation or basis under international law for these 
extensive maritime claims,' she said. She says US diplomats in Beijing have raised 
their objections with Chinese authorities as the restrictions may lead to confrontation 
in disputed waters. Vietnamese fishermen say they will ignore the new regulations. 
Vo Van Trac, vice chairman of the Vietnamese Association of Fishery, told VOA's 
Vietnamese service that they will not be kept out of waters claimed by Hanoi. 'The 
new rules will obviously have an impact on Vietnamese fishermen, who will keep 
fishing in areas of the South China Sea that are within Vietnamese sovereignty,' he 
said. The United States and Indonesia have been working with Vietnam, the 
Philippines, Malaysia and Brunei to resolve South China Sea disputes through the 
regional ASEAN alliance. But China has continued to move unilaterally on the issue, 
despite promises to open talks on a code of conduct for those waters. The new 
fishing restrictions come at a time when many US allies in the region are questioning 
Washington's commitment to its so-called 'Asia Pivot' of US commercial, diplomatic, 
and military resources to the Asia Pacific. 'The US should have been the one country 
who could have stepped in and said let's come to the table and figure this out. We've 
done nothing about that,' said Michael Auslin, a resident scholar at the American 
Enterprise Institute. 'So again I think that's why there are many in Washington and in 
the region that are sceptical about the Obama administration's real commitment to 
rebalancing to Asia.' The fishing rules follow China's announcement last year of a 
new Air Defence Identification Zone over disputed waters in the East China Sea. 
That zone has also drawn criticism from the United States as well as from Japan and 
South Korea. 

Source: Global Security, 9 January 

http://www.globalsecurity.org/wmd/library/news/taiwan/2014/taiwan-140109-cna01.htm?_m=3n%2e002a%2e1007%2ebu0ao017zf%2ex5z
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India's Soviet-Era Aircraft Carrier Arrives 6 Years Late and Costs $2.3 Billion 

A refurbished former Soviet aircraft carrier arrived 
in India six years late, ending a wrangle that 
strained ties with the country's top arms supplier 
Russia. The Cold War-era ship, which set sail 
from the Russian city of Severodvinsk in mid-
November, was escorted by Indian warships into 
Indian waters. A naval spokesman said the INS 
Vikramaditya had arrived at Karwar, its home 

base in the western state of Karnataka. Critics have described the Vikramaditya, built 
as the Admiral Gorshkov and originally commissioned in 1987, as a white elephant 
because of its higher-than-expected price tag and long delays in arriving. A 
preliminary pact for refurbishing the vessel was signed in 1998 -- two years after the 
Kremlin mothballed the 44,500-ton carrier. 

It took six years for the two sides to reach a final agreement that valued the deal at 
$771 million and stipulated delivery in 2008. But the cost of refitting the 284-meter 
(937-foot) ship ballooned to $2.3 billion, according to Indian officials. Deadlines were 
repeatedly extended, creating a bitter wrangle with Russia. "It came out costlier than 
we anticipated," said retired rear admiral Raja Menon, chairman of a strategic unit in 
the government's National Security Council. But Menon told AFP the vessel "signifies 
a state presence more than any other warship". Russia accounts for 70 percent of 
military hardware for India which is currently the world's largest arms importer, 
according to the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute. The 
Vikramaditya is intended to shore up India's defences as it seeks to counter a 
military build-up by an assertive China. "It was hardly used by the Soviets so we can 
expect a good 30 years from it," said Menon. Currently, India has just one aircraft 
carrier -- the INS Viraat which was also commissioned in 1987 -- and it unveiled an 
under-construction locally-made carrier in August. 

The Vikramaditya has been refurbished with 2,500 tonnes of steel -- enough to build 
a mid-sized frigate from scratch -- and will be armed with Russian MiG-29 fighter jets 
and Kamov helicopters. The vessel can carry 8,000 tonnes of fuel to sail 13,000 
kilometres (8,060 miles) and sustain a 1,600-sailor crew for 45 days at sea. It has 
also been redesigned to dish out traditional Indian cuisine. India's navy suffered a 
severe blow in August last year when a Russian-made submarine, the INS 
Sindhurakshak, exploded while docked in Mumbai and killed all 18 crewmen aboard. 
A team of Russian experts on board the Vikramaditya will remain in India for a year 
as part of the contract to tackle any problems. 

Source: Inter Aksyon, 9 January 

China Refutes US Criticism on South China Sea Fishing Rules 

China voiced 'discontent and opposition' to US criticism on China's new fishing rules 
in the South China Sea, urging the country not to send wrong signals. 'For the last 30 
years, China's relevant laws and regulations have been implemented normally, 
without causing any tension,' Foreign Ministry spokesperson Hua Chunying said at a 
regular press briefing. The new regulations adopted by China's Hainan Province on 

http://www.interaksyon.com/article/78305/indias-soviet-era-aircraft-carrier-arrives-6-years-late-and-cost-2-3-billion
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implementing the country's fishing law took effect on Jan. 1, replacing the previous 
regulations that went into effect in 1993. The amended regulations require foreigners 
and foreign fishing vessels to obtain approval from the central government to enter 
waters under its jurisdiction. US Department of State spokeswoman Jen Psaki said 
the adoption of these restrictions was a 'provocative and potentially dangerous act.' 

According to international laws, universal practice and domestic laws, the Chinese 
government bears the right and obligation to manage the biological and non-
biological resources on relevant islands, reefs and in relevant waters, Hua said. 'If 
someone asserts that the technical amendments on a provincial fishing regulation 
which has been implemented for years will pose a threat to regional peace and 
stability, it's either due to lack of common sense or out of hidden intent,' she said. 
Hua said China's position on its rights and benefits in the South China Sea are 
constant and clear, and 'there's no need for China to enhance that via the adoption 
of a provincial regulation.'  

As a coastal country on the South China Sea, China has always been a firm power 
in safeguarding peace and stability, and in promoting cooperation and development 
in the region. It has constantly endeavoured to seek solutions for disputes via 
negotiation and talks. 'It's exactly due to the common efforts from China and other 
regional countries that peace, stability and prosperity have been preserved in the 
region for such a long time,' Hua said. There's coherence between the new 
regulations and China's fishing law that passed and became effective in 1986, Hua 
noted. 'Hence, the problem does not exist in the laws and regulations, but in the 
perspectives of the elaborators,' she said. Hua urged the US side to respect and 
support relevant countries' efforts in settling problems via direct dialogue play a 
positive role and avoid sending wrong signals. 

Source: Global Security, 10 January 

Philippines Denounces New Chinese Fishing Regulations 

The Philippines has 
denounced new 
Chinese provincial 
regulations that aim to 
restrict fishing by 
foreign vessels in 
disputed areas of the 
South China Sea. In a 
statement released, the 
Philippine Department 
of Foreign Affairs said 
the new development 
"escalates tensions, 

unnecessarily 
complicates the 

situation in the South China Sea and threatens the peace and stability of the region." 
Under the rules passed by China's southernmost province of Hainan, all foreign 
fishing boats must seek permission before entering waters claimed by Beijing. The 

http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/library/news/2014/01/mil-140110-xinhua01.htm?_m=3n%2e002a%2e1008%2ebu0ao017zf%2ex7l
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law, which went into effect January 1, covers more than half the 3.5 million square 
kilometre South China Sea, including parts claimed by the Philippines and Vietnam. 
The US and Vietnam have also criticised the new regulations. 

US State Department spokeswoman Jen Psaki said the move will raise tensions in 
the sea, which has seen a rising number of small-scale clashes in recent years. "The 
passing of these restrictions on other countries' fishing activities in disputed portions 
of the South China Sea is a provocative and potentially dangerous act." Psaki said it 
is the longstanding US position that all sides avoid "unilateral action that raises 
tensions and undermines the prospect for a diplomatic or other peaceful resolution of 
differences." An official representing Vietnamese fishermen said his country will 
lodge a protest against China's latest move. Vo Van Trac, Vice Chairman of Vietnam 
Association of Fishery, said in an interview with VOA's Vietnamese service that 
Vietnamese fishermen strongly oppose China's rules and will continue fishing in 
areas in the South China Sea where Vietnam also claims sovereignty. 

"The rules will obviously have an impact on our fishermen's lives," he said. "We will 
ask our fishermen to keep fishing. We will tell them those areas [in the South China 
Sea] that are within our sovereignty. The most important thing right now is to 
reassure them about that". Chinese Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying 
defended the move as unremarkable. "China is a maritime nation, so it is totally 
normal and part of the routine for Chinese provinces bordering the sea to formulate 
regional rules according to the national law to regulate conservation, management 
and utilisation of maritime biological resources," Hua said. Sam Bateman, a Senior 
Fellow at the S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies in Singapore, said if 
Beijing were to follow through with the restrictions, there is a "good chance" of 
heightened tensions. He added it would be difficult for China to enforce the policy 
because of the massive effort needed to patrol the area. "This is not just surface 
ships, but also air surveillance of the area, because normally maritime surveillance 
and fishery surveillance of that nature is primarily carried out by air and then you use 
surface vessels to respond to any suspicious sighting." 

Bateman, a retired Rear Admiral in the Royal Australian Navy, said the regulations 
go "beyond anything acceptable under the International Law of the Sea," making 
China vulnerable to legal challenges. "I think if China tried to start enforcing the 
regulation, and particularly if it arrested a vessel, it would run fairly quickly into a 
legal dispute, which frankly I don't think China would have any chance at all of 
winning," Bateman said. China's claims in the South China Sea overlap with those of 
ASEAN members Vietnam, the Philippines, Malaysia and Brunei. All four are seeking 
multilateral talks to resolve the disputes. But Beijing has said it will only hold one-on-
one negotiations. The United States does not take a position on the sovereignty 
disputes, but has consistently criticised Chinese moves it calls aggressive. 
Washington has also expanded military alliances with Southeast Asian nations 
involved in the disputes. The fishing rules follow China's announcement last year of a 
new Air Defence Identification Zone over disputed waters in the East China Sea. The 
zone has drawn criticism from Japan, South Korea and the United States. Analysts 
are now debating whether China will declare a similar zone in the East China Sea. 

Source: Voice of America, 10 January 

http://www.voanews.com/content/philippines-denounces-new-chinese-fishing-regulations/1827227.html
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US Boosting PH Maritime Defence Vs ‘Provocative’ China 

The United States is helping improve the Philippines‘ maritime defence capability 
now that the American government has described as ―dangerous‖ a new Chinese 
fishing law in disputed Asian waters, US Ambassador Philip Goldberg said. Brushing 
aside another query about the resumption of American military bases in the 
Philippines to address a ―provocative‖ China, Goldberg said what has been put on 
the table is ―a framework agreement on enhanced rotational presence which would 
involve a greater cooperation between our two militaries.‖ 

This framework, which was proposed to the Philippines in August last year, would 
increase American naval presence in contested sea lanes to keep these waters free 
for commerce and navigation, according to the Philippines‘ defence department. 

―Our two militaries have deep, long-standing, historical relationships and what we are 
talking about doing is not about the 20th century and the bases, but about the 21st 
century and the kind of cooperation we can have to work together as we confront 
21st century problems,‖ Goldberg told reporters after he was honoured by the 
Philippine Military Academy here. ―Don‘t dwell on the past but think about what the 
future holds,‖ he said. ―That‘s what we are trying to do regionally.‖ China had 
declared that all fishing vessels venturing into areas it considered part of Chinese 
territory must secure its permission. The West Philippine Sea, the name Manila uses 
for that part of the South China Sea it considered part of the Philippines‘ exclusive 
economic zone, is among the  areas China now wants to control. 

―The announcement by the Chinese is a provocative action, one that is again… a 
unilateral decision as opposed to a consensual one that is [reached by] discussion 
with other governments in the region and in the Pacific area,‖ Goldberg said. ―We 
don‘t consider this a welcome step. It is not consistent with those principles we have 
articulated of free navigation in the air, free navigation in the seas.‖ Goldberg did not 
discuss the status of the framework talks, except to stress that these involved ―more 
trainings, more prepositioning‖ for the Filipino and American soldiers. ―The kind of 
things we do to help the Philippines as it moves toward a credible minimal defence, 
as it builds up its ability to do maritime security [and] maritime domain awareness,‖ 
he said. 

Goldberg was given a parade by the PMA cadets. Earlier in a radio interview, 
Goldberg said multinational peace forged on consensus was the solution to 21st 
century problems. ―I think the Philippines has taken a wise decision to handle these 
matters peacefully, legally, through the legal channels under the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea and alternatives that the convention offers,‖ he 
said. He said the Philippines also excelled when it tried to ―put together a code of 
conduct as to how countries should operate in the region and to do that together.‖ 
But when countries make decisions on their own, the resulting action may lead to 
dangerous situations, he said, adding that is ―something [that] should be avoided.‖ 

Source: Inquirer, 11 January 
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Japan Wants to Join India-Us Naval War Games 

Japan wants to be a part of the naval exercise that India and the 
US hold every year to make it trilateral, six years after it was kept 
out of it apparently because of Chinese objections. Japanese 
defence minister Itsunori Onodera made it clear that the proposed 
trilateral Malabar-series exercise was not aimed against any 
specific country and was important for the security of sea lanes in 
the region.  "During the meeting with defence minister AK Antony, 
I asked for the participation of the Japanese maritime self-defence 
forces in the naval war games," he said in a recent interview. 

Onodera was asked whether his country was interested in taking part in the war 
games held between India and the US. "This is not targeting a specific country. This 
is an exercise between three friendly countries to participate for security of sea 
lanes, this is an important exercise," he said.  

Malabar-series exercises are held between India and the US but in 2007, Japan and 
Australia had also taken part in it outside the Indian Ocean near the coast of 
Okinawa in Japan. China was apparently not happy about the event and is 
understood to have sought an explanation from the participating countries about it. 
After the objections, India decided against making the war games multilateral and 
since then, it has been kept as a bilateral affair between it and the US Navy.  

It is understood that the US, which is a close ally of Japan, does not have any 
objections over Tokyo's participation in the war games and the two countries are 
awaiting approval from the Indian side on the issue. The annual Malabar series 
exercises began in 1992, and include diverse activities, ranging from fighter combat 
operations from aircraft carriers and nuclear submarine operations. The 2007 edition 
was the only time that the exercise had taken place outside India Ocean, Bay of 
Bengal or Arabian Sea. 

Source: The Times of India, 12 January 

India, Africa to Cooperate in Securing Indian Ocean 

Entering 2014, the year that will see the hosting here of the Third India-Africa Forum 
Summit, the focus will be on the key element of maritime security cooperation 
between the neighbours separated by the Indian Ocean, the key waterway for trade 
between the West and the East. Besides India's growing economic engagement with 
Africa, maritime security and naval capability are of crucial importance for a 
globalising India increasingly dependent on external markets and natural resources, 
as well as on global employment opportunities.  

Pointing to this global context, where India is an emerging power, Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh told a conference of Indian Navy commanders that "as we strive to 
realise our due place in the comity of nations. It goes without saying that the 
realisation of our goal lies in widening, deepening and expanding our interaction with 
all our economic partners, with all our neighbours, with all major powers." 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Japan-wants-to-join-India-US-naval-war-games/articleshow/28702150.cms
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The Indian Ocean region is home to more than a quarter of the world‘s population, 
and its waterways carry half of the world's cargo ships and two-thirds of the world's 
oil shipments. India has, in recent years, sought to expand its sphere of influence in 
the western Indian Ocean facing the coast of eastern Africa, with the primary driver 
of the maritime security initiative being the operations to tackle piracy off Somalia. 
The Indian Navy's efforts in the region has borne fruit in the maritime cooperation 
with island nations like Mauritius and Seychelles, besides significant initiatives 
involving some continental countries.  

"On the premise that the Indian Ocean is a natural area for us, the entire African 
coast facing us is important. In fact, island countries like Mauritius and Seychelles 
are absolutely vital for us," Arvind Gupta, director-general of the defence ministry-
funded think-tank Institute of Defence Studies and Analysis (IDSA), told IANS. 

As an instance of maritime cooperation, he pointed out that India had sent a naval 
ship to Mozambique to provide security for the 2003 African Union summit in capital, 
Maputo. This was followed by India's despatch of two patrol boats for assisting in 
security during a World Economic Forum, leading to the signing of the 2006 MoU by 
which the Indian Navy engages in regular patrolling off the Mozambique coast. IANS 
had earlier reported on the naval cooperation with Djibouti, in the Horn of Africa, to 
combat the threat posed by piracy off the coast of Somalia.  

By a 2003 accord between India and Mauritius, the Indian Navy has patrolled the 
island's exclusive economic zone. "We have to tell Africans about what our policy is 
on the Indian Ocean, we need to have a strategic dialogue," Gupta noted. 

The second India Africa Forum Summit (IAFS) in Addis Ababa in May 2011 
emphasised the renewed focus of India to strengthen and enhance its partnership 
with countries in the African continent. Greater economic engagement has also been 
crucial for boosting ties between Africa and India. India's trade with Africa amounted 
to $68 billion in 2011-12. At the third India-Africa Trade Ministers' meeting last year, 
the trade target was set at $100 billion for 2015.  

The international security communities currently engaged in addressing the issue of 
maritime insecurity in the region are the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS) that 
includes naval representatives from the littoral states, and the Indian Ocean Rim 
Association for Regional Cooperation (IOR-ARC), the chair of which was handed 
over by India to Australia at its Perth meeting last October. 

Pointing out that India is situated astride one of the busiest sea-lanes of the world; 
Manmohan Singh has said the country is well positioned to become a net provider of 
security and stability in the Indian Ocean region and beyond. "We have also sought 
to assume our responsibility for stability in the Indian Ocean region. We are well 
positioned to become a net provider of security in our immediate region and 
beyond,'' he has said. Since the India-Brazil-South Africa (IBSA) formation, three 
IBSAMAR joint naval exercises have been conducted off the South African coast till 
date. 

Source: Business Standard, 13 January 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ians/india-africa-to-cooperate-in-securing-indian-ocean-114011300570_1.html
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Antony Promises to Review Decision on Platform Docks 

Defence minister AK Antony said he would explore the possibilities for giving the 
order for landing platform docks (LPDs), which the Navy is planning to acquire, to 
Cochin Shipyard Limited (CSL). He was speaking after commissioning the fast patrol 
vessel Abheek built by CSL for the Indian Coast Guard here. The Navy had decided 
to acquire four LPDs and the bids were sent to private shipyards Larsen & Toubro 
(L&T), Pipavav Defence and Offshore Engineering and ABG Shipyard. The decision 
of the Navy to exclude CSL, which had recently completed the first phase 
construction of India's first indigenous aircraft carrier, from the tender bids for the 
LPD had invited criticism from various corners. However, Antony clarified that the 
decision to exclude CSL from the tender bids was taken based on the report of an 
expert committee appointed by the Centre. 

The committee which had submitted its report about 17 months ago had said that 
since CSL was busy with the work of the indigenous aircraft carrier, it should not be 
given the LPD order to avoid affecting the delivery schedules of both ships. The 
report also mentioned that the foreign firm which was selected by CSL as partner 
had no expertise in the construction of LPDs, Antony said. "Nobody (from Kerala) 
objected to the committee report back then. It is only now that many are waking up 
from their 'Kumbhkarna seva' (deep slumber). The process of selecting bidders for 
LPD has already advanced significantly by now. Still, I will strive to include CSL in 
the bidder's list considering that it is a prominent public sector shipbuilding unit in the 
country with excellent track record," the minister said. 

Antony said that Indian shipyards, both in the private and public sector, would 
together deliver five ships each year for a period of five years. He said that the crisis 
affecting the global maritime industry has impacted the shipyards in India. "Even 
defence shipyards like the Hindustan Shipyard Limited and Goa Shipyard are 
starving for orders, and finding it difficult to pay salaries. The story of CSL will be 
similar soon." "The only shipbuilding orders that are coming now are from the 
defence ministry. Naturally there is stiff competition to secure them," he said.  

Source: The Times of India, 1 January 

UN Shipping More Relief Goods to Disaster Areas 

Fresh shipments of relief supplies are on their way 
to some of the places hit hardest by Super typhoon 
Yolanda (Haiyan) as the UN refugee agency 
focuses on the most vulnerable sectors going into 
the second month since the emergency. The Office 
of the UN High Commissioner on Refugees in the 
Philippines is expecting 38 40-foot containers filled 
with shelter materials, clothing and chain saws to 
arrive at the logistics hub in Cebu between 

January 5 and 14 for distribution to the worst-affected areas, according to its chief 

http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2014-01-01/kochi/45762524_1_csl-indian-coast-guard-cochin-shipyard-limited
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official in Manila. Bernard Kerblat, the UNHCR representative in the Philippines, said 
the second phase of disaster response will begin this month with the distribution of 
the next wave of relief supplies by sea following rapid distribution of aid by air during 
the early part of the emergency. 

―The initial assistance was deployed on emergency basis by air. Now we are 
entering into phase 2… by sea because we want to use our spare resources in the 
most efficient manner. And it‘s cheaper to bring huge quantities by sea,‖ Kerblat said 
in a telephone interview. He said the shipments will carry some 30,000 pieces of 
plastic sheeting and as many blankets, some 1,500 mattresses and bed sheets from 
renowned Swedish home furnishing company Ikea and clothing for some 800,000 
people from Japanese clothing company Uniqlo. One container will arrive with some 
560 chain saws to be distributed around communities for the clearing of felled 
coconut trees. The trunks will be processed into lumber for use in rebuilding homes 
of affected families, Kerblat said. 

―We will not be able to serve the entire population and we will concentrate on the 
most vulnerable ones,‖ Kerblat told the Inquirer. ―It‘s a small initiative. It‘s a drop of 
water. But all the drops of water pulled together make a river.‖ The new wave of 
relief supplies are expected to arrive just as UNHCR has completed serving more 
than 300,000 of the hardest-hit across Eastern Visayas, a hundred percent of its 
initial target for distribution of emergency aid including shelter materials, solar 
lanterns and cooking utensils, among others. Kerblat said the additional supplies will 
be distributed on a ―needs basis‖ and will give priority to the most vulnerable, 
including persons with disabilities, the elderly, women and children, indigenous 
people and another sector who should be given more attention: widowed men 
grappling with guilt over the loss of their wives and children. 

―In certain communities totally destroyed, we should also not forget not only the 
women and children who have survived this mayhem, but also the men who have 
also survived this mayhem and a lot of them are widowers [and] are also among 
vulnerable,‖ said Kerblat.  

He said ―very few people‖ are noticing the plight of these widowed men who are 
―overwhelmed‖ survivors of the deadly typhoon. ―Because a lot of these men, having 
lost their wives, having lost their children, all of a sudden find themselves by 
themselves, guilty of being alive, and also being a provider to one or two children 
who may have escaped the destruction. And they are overwhelmed with guilt, 
overwhelmed with the desire to go back to their traditional activities like fishing and 
so on, to rebuild the house,‖ said Kerblat. 

He said the UN and its partner agencies and organisations were looking for ways to 
address the situation, particularly through providing them livelihood ―as early as 
possible.‖ He said the shipment of chain saws, donated by European outdoor power 
products firm Husqvarna, will be distributed to some of these men to help them 
jumpstart livelihood again. Typhoon Yolanda left more than 6,000 dead and affected 
an estimated 14 million people, of whom four million lost their homes. 

Source: Inquirer, 1 January 
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India Gets Favourable International Ruling on Ship Detention by Iran 

Vindicating India's stand, an international review panel has ruled that its crude tanker 
MT Desh Shanti, which was detained by Iranian authorities in August last, did not 
violate maritime rules. The ruling by Indian Ocean Memorandum of Understanding 
(IOMOU), a grouping of 17 maritime nations, came on India's appeal against the 26-
day detention of the vessel by Iran. India, which is part of IOMOU along with Iran and 
15 other nations, had contended that the detention was in transgression of United 
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) and other international pacts. 
According to the Detention Review Panel of IOMOU, the vessel did not voluntarily 
reach the Iranian port. "... The panel members unanimously agreed that the 
information provided indicates that the vessel (MT Desh Shanti) was not voluntarily 
in port, as such this should be considered as action by a coastal state under Article 
220 and 224 of UNCLOS," the IOMOU said in a communication to the Director 
General of Shipping.  

Article 220 and 224 of UNCLOS relates to enforcement of international norms with 
regard to foreign vessels. "The panel was, therefore, of the view that the inspection 
and detention should be removed from the IOCIS database by the Islamic Republic 
of Iran," it said. The Shipping Ministry received the communication last month.  
Generally IOCIS (Indian Ocean Computerised Information System) database covers 
information related to vessels that have violated compliance norms of international 
maritime conventions in foreign ports. Meanwhile, under the rules, the detention 
review panel would only consider the procedural and technical aspects of the port 
state control inspection based on the information provided by the flag state, their 
recognised organisation, and the port state.  

India, in its appeal, had told the global body that the vessel on her "innocent" voyage 
from Basrah (Iraq) to Vishakhapatnam (India) was intercepted by Iranian navy on 
August 12 beyond its territorial waters and forcibly diverted towards Nowrouz oil 
fields and later coerced to anchor at Bandar Abbas port. The vessel with a capacity 
to carry 1,40,000 tonnes of crude, belonging to Shipping Corporation of India (SCI), 
was held up on charges of pollution in August last year. After 26 days, it was 
released on September 6 after a letter of undertaking by SCI to the Iranian Ports and 
Maritime Organisation. Refuting charges of pollution, India in its appeal had said that 
on the basis of satellite pictures of the alleged oil slick, MT Desh Shanti's position 
was far away from the alleged site on the reported date. 

Source: Zee News, 5 January 

India's Maritime Growth Fuelled by Foreign Companies 

Foreign players continue to dominate several 
segments of the Indian maritime industry: from 
salvage to dredging, chartering to ship 
management and ship manning, to name but 
a few. And the list of foreign firms setting up 
shop in India is growing as the country is 
hurriedly putting in place the required 
infrastructure to meet the huge demands of 

http://zeenews.india.com/news/world/india-gets-favourable-int-l-ruling-on-ship-detention-by-iran_901593.html
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India‘s growing international trade. Globally, India is the 7th largest country in area, 
2nd in population and 11th in GDP, with the expectation that it will ascend to the top 
five in GDB by 2020. The country is blessed with a 4,700 mile coastline, making it 
one of the longest in the world not forgetting the 14,500 km of navigable inland 
waterways, the 12 major ports and 187 minor ports well spread along the 4,700 mile 
coastline play a pivotal role in the maritime transport helping in international trade. 

Major and Minor Ports (non-Major Ports) are defined not by size but by how they are 
administered. The ―Major Ports‖ are administered by the Central Government whilst 
the non-major ports are controlled by the concerned State‘s Government, either 
directly or through State Maritime Boards. Major ports (except Ennore) are trusts 
which fall under the Major Port Trust Act of 1963, whilst the minor ports are 
corporate entities, and can be private companies. The largest private port is Mundra 
in the State of Gujarat and the largest Major Port is the Jawaharlal Nehru Port 
(JNPT) where there are a number of terminals being operated on lease. Tariffs for 
the Major Ports are currently set by TAMP (the Tariff Authority for Major Ports) but 
there is a move to allow the major ports to follow the practice of the non-major ports 
which set their own tariffs. 

The Indian government is promoting public-private partnerships (PPPs) as an 
effective tool for bringing private-sector efficiencies for delivery of quality public 
services. India, in recent years, has emerged as one of the leading PPP markets in 
the world, because of several policies and institutional initiatives taken by the 
government. These include 100% FDI (foreign direct investment) being permitted 
under the automatic route for port development projects and 100% income tax 
exemption for a period of 10 years. International PE funds like 3i, GIC, Eton Park, 
Jacob Ballas, Standard Chartered PE, Warbug Pincus have invested in several ports 
and terminals in India. DP World has developed 5 million TEUs of container handling 
facilities across 5 ports in India having terminals at JNPT, Chennai Port, Mundra 
Port, Vallarpadam & Vizag Port. PSA has generated 2.8 million TEUs container 
handling facilities across 4 ports in India. It has terminals at Chennai Port, Kandla 
Port, Tuticorin Port and Kolkata Port.  Whereas APMT developed around 2.5 million 
TEUs container handling facilities and 7 million tons of bulk and liquid handling 
facilities giving shape to Pipavav port in Gujarat and a container terminal at JNPT. 

Port traffic has increased from 368 million tons in 2001 to 935 million tons in 2013. 
According to the ‗India Maritime Agenda‘ port throughput is expected to increase to 
2,500 million tons by 2020. The Port sector witnessed FDI equity inflow of USD 1.6 
billion during April 2000 and June 2012 as per Department of Industrial Policy and 
Promotion (DIPP). The Indian Government plans to bring a new orientation to 
encourage greater participation by the private sector in developing port activities and 
operations. This goal is planned to be achieved through numerous initiatives and 
policies. Many international port operators are invited to submit competitive bids for 
BOT terminals on a revenue share basis, which has attracted foreign players. The 
National Maritime Development Plan (NMDP) has been set up by the Indian 
government to improve facilities at all the 12 major ports in India mainly through 
PPP. 

In market share terms, major ports accounted for 58% of total throughput in FY 2013 
compared with 61% in FY 2012, while the share of non-major ports was up at 42% in 
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FY 2013, increasing from 39% during the previous year. During the first three 
months of FY 2014, the cargo throughput decline in major ports will continue, with a 
1.0% reduction in volume over that of the corresponding period of the previous year. 
The cargo growth outlook for the Indian port sector continues to be strong over the 
medium to long term driven by the domestic requirements of coal, for power and 
other sectors; crude oil, for meeting domestic petroleum requirements; and 
containers, given the cost and logistical advantages associated with containerisation. 
Some near term uncertainty may, however, be associated with particular cargo 
categories like imported coal, due to uncertainties plaguing the power sector and 
persistent delays in execution of green-field power projects; iron ore, due to 
unresolved policy issues; and containers, due to the weak global environment 
affecting EXIM trade. 

With respect to new capacity additions, progress on the award of projects at major 
ports, including PPP projects, was better in FY 2013 compared with the previous 
year. A total of 32 projects could be finalised and awarded in FY 2013 compared with 
3 projects in FY 2012, though this fell short of the planned target of 42 projects. 
Despite the uptick in project awards, actual implementation of these projects could 
see further delays, as was seen in the case of projects awarded during the previous 
years at major ports. Making a cautious remark about the PPP model, Shashank S. 
Kulkarni, Secretary General of the Indian Private Port and Terminal Association 
says, ―Though PPP in the port sector took off in a successful manner in 1998, the 
current trends do not portray a healthy picture. Like road development this segment 
too, seems to be struggling hard for survival, the reasons for which are well known. 
The Ministry of Shipping, government of India, has therefore very aptly constituted a 
high level group to undertake a systematic study of the port sector PPP initiatives.‖ 

The progress with respect to capacity creation by way of green-field non major ports 
also continued to be slow with very few of these moving from proposal to 
implementation phase owing to a host of issues including problems in land 
acquisition; environmental and other statutory clearances; issues in financial closure, 
etc. Given that no near term resolution of these structural problems appears to be in 
sight, the capacity addition at Indian ports is likely to fall short of envisaged targets 
and demand requirements. As a fallout, the major ports, most of which are already 
operating at peak capacity, are likely to continue facing capacity and efficiency 
constraints while the incumbent non major ports, by virtue of their superior cargo 
handling infrastructure, investment in large capacity creation and high operating 
efficiency, would be well placed to wean traffic away from major ports as well as to 
garner a larger proportion of the incremental cargo generation.  

The Indian government has decided to create a minimum depth of 14 meters at all 
the 12 ports that it owns, where depths range from 9 -12 meters. The global average 
is 12-23 meters, enabling the latest generation containers, tankers and dry bulk 
ships to come calling. The dredging requirements of Indian ports are assessed at 
over 1,100 million cubic meters with plans to increase draft levels at major ports to at 
least 14 meters. Major ports alone are targeting an investment of over $1.5 billion in 
dredging. All major dredging contracts are awarded to global giants and almost none 
to Indian operators because of their very limited capacity. When it comes to granting 
dredging contracts in India, Indian players are given a wide berth according to 
Hemant Rao of Meka Group. ―It has become a policy to allow a global major to walk 
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away with most of the dredging contracts in the country unlike what is practiced in 
the US and other countries. In America dredging contracts are given solely to US 
companies, and the bidder has also to ensure he deploys dredgers made in the US 
and manned by Americans only. Indian companies are never given any such 
preferential treatment in their own country.‖ 

Salvaging too pictures a similar scenario. ―Salvage industry in India is still at a 
nascent stage,‖ said Capt. Sandeep Kalia, Executive Director, GOL Salvage 
Services Ltd, which is the only salvor in India to have acquired full membership of 
the International Salvage Union. ―International Salvors had dominated this niche 
sector and entry of Indian companies was almost limited. It is the lack of support or 
encouragement from the government to promote national companies, the Indian 
Laws with respect to Salvage & Wreck Removal and the cut-throat competition that 
deters prospective Indian players from entering this business.‖ The ports sector in 
India also needs to expand substantially to meet the growing demands in the country 
and the ambitions of the government. Bureaucracy hampers decision-making at both 
the Union and state government level and the gestation period for new projects can 
be lengthy. However, private sector projects are progressing especially in the more 
progressive states, and there are some very dynamic Indian companies as well as 
established international terminal operators who are progressing new projects; both 
green-field and within established operations. 

Private companies interested in private port developments include Adani, Marg, 
Gammon, Essar, Tata and IVRCL. These companies are open to contracting with 
international businesses in specialist areas and some have already established 
contacts with overseas companies. Many of the established international terminal 
operators are also active in the country. Without a local partner or representative, it 
will be very difficult to succeed in business in India, and companies looking to do 
business in the sector are recommended to seek advice on the appropriate 
establishment prior to the commencement of operations. 

Source: Marine Link, 9 January 

Navy Helps Public Sector Shipyards Beat Slowdown 

For a change, government-owned companies 
are doing better than their private sector 
counterparts. In an otherwise bleak operating 
environment for shipbuilders, state-owned 
shipyards such as Mazagon Dock (MDL), 
Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers 
(GRSE), Cochin Shipyard and Goa Shipyard 
have bucked the trend, thanks to a bulging 
order book courtesy the Indian Navy and 
Coast Guard. In FY13, five state-owned 
shipyards (Vishakhapatnam-based Hindustan 

Shipyard is the fifth) together reported net sales of Rs 6,341 crore and a net profit of 
Rs 689 crore. In the past five years, their combined net sales have grown at a 
compounded annual rate of 30 per cent, while net profit expanded at 7.1 per cent. 
The growth in total revenues, which includes changes in inventory and treasury 

http://www.marinelink.com/news/maritime-foreign-players362762.aspx
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income, was lower at 10 per cent a year. Year-on-year revenue growth is highly 
volatile in the industry, due to long lead times in ship-building. Besides, a few 
months‘ delay in commissioning (not uncommon for warships) has a big impact on 
revenue and profit growth for that year. 

The growth has resulted in a sharp 
improvement in the financial health of 
these public-sector units (PSU). For 
example, the combined debt-to-equity 
ratio of these five companies has 
declined to 0.17 in FY13 from a high 
of 0.88 in FY09. Except Hindustan 
Shipyard, all PSU shipbuilders are 
now debt-free, cumulatively sitting on 
cash and bank balances worth Rs 
8,700 crore at the end of March 2013, 
two-and-a-half times their net worth. In 
contrast, private-sector shipyards 
struggle with stagnant revenues and rising indebtness. The combined leverage ratio 
for three listed ones – Bharati Shipyard, ABG Shipyard and Pipavav Defence and 
Offshore Engineering (formerly Pipavav Shipyard) rose to 3.2 in FY13 from 0.53 in 
FY08. Their combined borrowings during the period ballooned to Rs 14,000 crore in 
the last financial year from Rs 1,346 crore in FY08. This has resulted in a sharp 
spike in interest burden that now exceeds their operating profit. Bharati and ABG 
have applied for corporate debt restructuring (CDR) to help in a financial turnaround. 

The listed shipbuilders are facing financial headwinds despite reporting higher 
operating margins than their PSU counterparts. In the past five years, the former had 
operating margins of 26 per cent on an average against 17 per cent reported by 
government-owned shipbuilders. Mumbai-based MDL has been the biggest 
beneficiary of India‘s naval build-up followed by GRSE. With revenues of Rs 2,860 
crore and net profit of Rs 412 crore in FY13, MDL was India‘s second-largest and the 
most-profitable shipyard in FY13, behind Pipavav Defence. GRSE is the fastest-
growing, having trebled its revenues since FY10. Profitability didn‘t keep pace with 
revenue and rose only 20 per during the period. Goa Shipyard has reported a more 
modest growth. ―Over 99 per cent of our revenues come from building ships for the 
Navy and only if we have spare capacity do we bid for commercial orders,‖ says a 
spokesperson at MDL, which is a defence ministry PSU. The shipyard is currently 
building four warships and six Scorpene-class submarines for the Indian Navy, under 
project 15B. MDL, along with GRSE, is also in the fray to build seven warships under 
navy Project 17A. 

The total project, worth Rs 45,000 crore, is expected to split between these two 
defence shipyards. MDL refused to put a figure to its order book. GRSE is currently 
sitting on Rs 10,000 crore worth of orders from the navy and coast guard, which will 
more than double once the government takes a final call on Project 17A. ―We expect 
a further increase in the order book from the navy and have expanded capacity in 
anticipation. We now build four ships simultaneously,‖ said a GRSE spokesperson. 
In the past three years, GRSE‘s investment in fixed assets has nearly doubled and it 
has expanded its design and engineering capability. Meanwhile, Cochin Shipyard is 
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building India‘s maiden indigenous aircraft carrier, INS Vikrant. Besides, it has a 
number of fast patrol boats. The only laggard among the lot is Hindustan Shipyard, 
which remains a loss-making entity and its net worth has turned negative on account 
of accumulated losses. The Vizag based shipbuilders has reported losses in six out 
of last ten year and had total accumulated losses of Rs 1071.3 at the end FY13. 

Source: Business Standard, 13 January 

 

A Melting Arctic Turns up the Heat on Questions about Shipping Lanes, 
Energy and Other Issues 

The United States and other nations face many challenges and opportunities in the 
Arctic, a frozen frontier where melting ice is creating new shipping lanes, opening up 
access to massive oil, gas and mineral deposits, threatening coastal villages and 
posing possible future security threats. Key questions and answers about stepped-
up activity on the tip-top of the Earth: 

Q: Why is the Arctic a key new international interest? 

A: Countries around the world increasingly are looking to the Arctic for new shipping 
lanes created by the melting ice and as a source of natural resources. The US 
Geological Survey says the region contains 30 percent of the world's undiscovered 
natural gas and 15 percent of its oil. Temperatures are rising, sea ice is melting, 
some shoreline communities are threatened, and animals and the environment are 
being affected. During summer months, more ships are using the Northern Sea 
Route along the coast of Russia. Europeans see new shipping routes to China that 
in the summer are 40 percent faster than traveling through the Indian Ocean, the 
Suez Canal and the Mediterranean Sea. The Northwest Passage between 
Greenland and Canada also could significantly speed cargo traveling between the 
Dutch shipping hub of Rotterdam and ports in California. There are also stepped-up 
oil and gas exploration and scientific expeditions, and more cruise ships are plying 
its waters. 

Q: How fast is the Arctic melting? 

A: The rapid melting in the Arctic eased up this year, but the government says global 
warming is still dramatically altering the top of the world, reducing the number of 
reindeer and shrinking snow and ice, while increasing certain fish and extending the 
growing season. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration says overall 
Arctic temperatures did not soar quite as high this year as in the past. But NOAA 
says one year doesn't change the long-term trend of warming in the Arctic. More 
ominous are long-term trends. NOAA says average Arctic temperatures have 
increased 3.6 degrees since the 1960s, rising twice as fast as the rest of the world. 
Fish species are moving north, permafrost is melting and shrubs are greening in 
ways that haven't been seen before. 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/navy-helps-public-sector-shipyards-beat-slowdown-114011100724_1.html


Page 36 of 40 

Q: Is there a chance that the Arctic will become militarised? 

A: Generally, all the Arctic nations — the United States, Russia, Norway, Sweden, 
Finland, Iceland, Canada and Denmark, through the semiautonomous territory of 
Greenland — have expressed a desire to keep the Arctic a peaceful place. All eight, 
as members of the Arctic Council, have signed on to agreements to cooperate on 
search and rescue activities and possible oil spills, but increased military operations 
in the Arctic ultimately could create conflict in the region. Earlier this month, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin said the US Navy's capability in the Arctic was a key reason 
for Russia to increase its presence in the region. Putin said he doesn't envision a 
conflict between Russia and the United States, but his blunt remarks reflect a 
wariness of US intentions in the Arctic. Other countries also are increasing their 
military presence in the Arctic. 

Q: How are countries competing for economic resources? 

A: Coastal nations already have the right to stake claim to their continental shelf 200 
miles beyond their shores. If they are party to the UN Convention on the Law of the 
Sea, they can submit a claim for additional territory stretching out even farther. The 
US has not signed the treaty so it cannot stake claim to additional territory. The 
White House Arctic strategy report said America's extended continental shelf claim 
could extend more than 600 miles from the northern coast of Alaska. 

Russia submitted a claim in 2001, saying that the Lomonosov Ridge, a 1,200-mile, 
undersea mountain range, is an extension of its territory. Moscow is to resubmit its 
application with more scientific data next year. Norway already has made its claim. 
Denmark plans to lay claim to the North Pole and other areas in the Arctic when it 
submits its claim next year. Earlier this month, Canada applied to extend its seabed 
claims in the Atlantic Ocean, including some preliminary Arctic claims, but it wants 
more time to prepare a claim that would include the North Pole. 

Source: Star Tribune, 1 January 

Australia's Maritime Authorities Stand Down After Antarctic Rescue 

As 22 crew members still on board the 
Russian expedition ship Akademik 
Shokalskiy await freedom from the Antarctic 
pack ice, authorities are beginning to ponder 
the lessons of it becoming trapped. With 
Shokalskiy's 52 passengers now safely on 
the Aurora Australis, the Australian Maritime 
Safety Authority said it had stood down the 
rescue operation involving Chinese ship Xue 

Long, which also remained stuck in the ice near Commonwealth Bay. "Neither of the 
ships is requesting special assistance at this stage," John Young, AMSA general 
manager of emergency response, told reporters in a teleconference. "So AMSA will 
remain in contact with the ships and monitor developments." Mr Young said the 
authority would perform a post-incident debriefing on the rescue, but the main 
responsibility for an inquiry into the ship's predicament would fall with the 

http://www.startribune.com/nation/238336031.html
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Shokalskiy's flag state, Russia. "I guess they will make their own decisions about 
whether they should do so," Mr Young said. Normal pack ice break-out in the 
Commonwealth Bay region, due south of Hobart, has been blocked in recent years 
by the presence of super iceberg B9B. Chris Turney, leader of the Spirit of Mawson 
expedition which was aboard Shokalskiy, said the ship became stuck when thick, 
multi-year pack ice swept out to sea. 

The Australian Antarctic Division, 
which operates Aurora to resupply 
bases, declined to say whether it was 
advisable for a ship to enter the area, 
as the Shokalskiy did for several 
days before becoming stuck on 
Christmas Eve. "I think it's principally 
a matter for ships' captains," said the 
division's acting director, Jason 
Mundy. "But it's certainly been a 
challenging operating environment in 
recent years." AMSA said the Shokalskiy had stores and provisions for 74 people for 
many weeks, and its crew was well supplied to await an easing of the pack ice, 
which is yet to reach its peak summer melt. "Since the passengers have been 
rescued and are aboard Aurora we are much less concerned about Shokalskiy with 
all those extra people on board," Mr Young said. The authority commandeered the 
Australian and Chinese ships' services for the complex rescue under the 
international Safety of Life At Sea convention. Mr Young said that, apart from some 
incidental expenses paid by AMSA, the costs of the diversion of the ships to the 
rescue would broadly fall to their government owners, and perhaps to insurance. For 
Aurora the expenses include fuel as well as supplying the 52 extra passengers 
aboard the ship for several weeks before they reach Hobart. 

Mr Mundy said no calculation had been made yet of direct financial costs to the 
Australian Antarctic Division, but the main impact would be to the countries already 
tightly stretched summer polar program. "It's fair to say the space our program has 
for further unexpected events is much diminished this year," Mr Mundy said. "We've 
got very limited wriggle room." He said work programs on the Antarctic continent had 
been scheduled around the absence of Aurora, which was yet to unload 30 per cent 
of its cargo at Casey, several days' steaming from the rescue site. "Some was 
scientific equipment relating to programs around Casey and we're currently looking 
at how we can best cover off on that, perhaps by flying it off," he said. Mr Mundy said 
the Aurora had only 40 personnel aboard at the time of the rescue, and, with the 
capacity for 116 passengers, had plenty of space for the Shokalskiy group. 

Source: The Sydney Morning Herald, 3 January 

Russian Navy to Expand Air Patrols in Arctic 

Combat aircraft from Russia's Northern Fleet will extend the ranges of their patrol 
flights over the Arctic in 2014 using a network of revamped Soviet-era airfields, the 
fleet's spokesman said. "In 2014, the naval aviation of the Northern Fleet will 
significantly expand the geography of Arctic patrol flights, including with the use of 

http://www.smh.com.au/travel/travel-news/australias-maritime-authorities-stand-down-after-antarctic-rescue-20140103-308tg.html
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the Temp airfield on the New Siberian Islands," Capt. 1st Rank Vadim Serga said. 
Serga said the fleet's Tu-142 and Il-38 reconnaissance and anti-submarine warfare 
aircraft carried out over 30 patrol missions in the Arctic last year. Russian President 
Vladimir Putin ordered the Russian military in December to boost its presence in the 
Arctic and complete the development of military infrastructure in the region in 2014. 
The Russian Defence Ministry has announced plans to deploy a combined-arms 
force in the Arctic by 2015. As part of the ambitious program, the Russian military will 
reopen airfields and ports on the New Siberian Islands and the Franz Josef Land 
archipelago, as well as at least seven airfields on the continental part of the Arctic 
Circle that were mothballed in 1993. Arctic territories, believed to hold vast untapped 
oil and gas reserves, have increasingly been at the centre of disputes between the 
United States, Russia, Canada, Norway and Denmark as rising temperatures lead to 
a reduction in sea ice. Russia has made claims on several Arctic shelf areas and is 
planning to defend its bid at the United Nations. 

Source: Global Security, 3 January 

Chinese Icebreaker Stuck After Aiding in Antarctic Rescue 

A Chinese icebreaker that helped rescue 
52 passengers from a Russian ship 
stranded in Antarctic ice found itself stuck 
in heavy ice, further complicating the 9-day 
"roller-coaster" rescue operation. The 
Snow Dragon had ferried the passengers 
from the stranded Russian ship to an 
Australian icebreaker. It now had concerns 
about its own ability to move through heavy 
ice, the Australian Maritime Safety 
Authority (AMSA) said. "It will attempt to 

manoeuvre through the ice when tidal conditions are most suitable during the early 
hours of 4 January 2014," AMSA said. The Australian icebreaker carrying the 
rescued passengers, the Aurora Australis, will remain on standby in open water in 
the area "as a precautionary measure", the rescue agency said. The Aurora Australis 
had meant to sail towards an Antarctic base to complete a resupply before carrying 
the rescued passengers back to Australia. A helicopter from the Snow Dragon 
carried the 52 scientists and tourists in small groups from the ice-bound Akademik 
Shokalskiy to the Australian supply ship. The rescue, delayed due to weather and ice 
conditions, took around five hours to complete. It had been a "roller-coaster" rescue, 
said Greg Mortimer, one of three expedition leaders on the Akademik Shokalskiy. "I 
was immensely relieved for the people under my care," Mortimer, quoted by the Age 
newspaper, said after arriving on the Aurora Australis. He said he was "very sad" to 
leave behind the Russian vessel and its crew. 

PASSENGERS HAPPY ABOARD ICEBREAKER 

"The passengers seem very glad to now be with us and they are settling in to their 
new accommodation," Jason Mundy, Australian Antarctic Division Acting Director, 
who is on board the Aurora Australis, said. Mundy said there were enough rooms for 
the passengers, and the ship can "look after them well for the final part of their 

http://www.globalsecurity.org/wmd/library/news/russia/2014/russia-140103-rianovosti01.htm?_m=3n%2e002a%2e1002%2ebu0ao017zf%2ex0u
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journey". Passengers, mostly Australians and New Zealanders, will probably arrive in 
Australia's southern island state of Tasmania around mid-January. The Akademik 
Shokalskiy's Russian crew will stay on board until the ice breaks up and the ship is 
freed. The Russian-owned research ship left New Zealand on Nov. 28 to 
commemorate the 100th anniversary of an Antarctic journey led by Australian 
explorer Douglas Mawson. It became trapped on Dec. 24, 100 nautical miles east of 
French Antarctic station Dumont d'Urville and about 1,500 nautical miles south of 
Tasmania. During their time on the ice, passengers amused themselves with movies, 
classes in knot tying, languages, yoga and photography, and rang in the New Year 
with dinner, drinks and a song composed about their adventure. The Chinese 
icebreaker got within sight of the Akademik Shokalskiy, but turned back after failing 
to break through the ice, more than 3 meters (10 feet) thick in some places. The 
Aurora Australis and a French flagged ship tried to help, but failed to reach the ship 
because of strong winds and heavy snow. 

Source: The Maritime Executive, 3 January 

US to Help Russian, Chinese Ships Stuck in Antarctic 

The United States is sending a 
heavy icebreaker to help free a 
Russian ship and a Chinese 
icebreaker gripped by Antarctic ice, 
the Coast Guard said. The Polar 
Star is responding to a request for 
assistance from Australian 
authorities as well as from the 
Russian and Chinese governments, 
the Coast Guard statement said. 

"The US Coast Guard stands ready to respond to Australia's request," Coast Guard 
Pacific Area Commander Vice Admiral Paul Zukunft said. "Our highest priority is 
safety of life at sea, which is why we are assisting in breaking a navigational path for 
both of these vessels." Coast Guard Chief Warrant Officer Allyson Conroy said the 
Polar Star was expected to arrive on the scene on Jan. 12 and take two to three 
days to complete its mission. "You're looking at the Antarctic, which is a challenge in 
itself. You have weather and you have ice," Conroy said in a phone interview. "But 
our crews are very well trained and we expect to be successful in this mission." 

A Chinese icebreaker that helped rescue 52 passengers from a Russian ship 
stranded in Antarctic ice found itself stuck in heavy ice. A helicopter from the Snow 
Dragon ferried the passengers from the stranded Russian ship to an Australian 
icebreaker. The Chinese vessel now had concerns about its own ability to move 
through heavy ice, the Australian Maritime Safety Authority said. The Russian-owned 
research ship, Akademik Shokalskiy, left New Zealand on Nov. 28 to commemorate 
the 100th anniversary of an Antarctic journey led by Australian explorer Douglas 
Mawson. It became trapped on Dec. 24, 100 nautical miles east of French Antarctic 
station Dumont d'Urville and about 1,500 nautical miles south of Tasmania. During 
their time on the ice, passengers amused themselves with movies, classes in knot 
tying, languages, yoga and photography, and rang in the New Year with dinner, 
drinks and a song their adventure. The Coast Guard's Polar Star is 399 feet (120 

http://www.maritime-executive.com/article/Chinese-Icebreaker-Stuck-After-Aiding-in-Antarctic-Rescue-2014-01-03/
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meters) long with a maximum speed of 18 knots. It can continuously break 6 feet 
(1.8 meters) of ice at three knots, and can break 21 feet (6.4 meters) of ice backing 
and ramming, the Coast Guard said. The Polar Star has cut short its planned stop in 
Sydney to conduct the mission. It left its home port of Seattle in early December on 
"Operation Deep Freeze," to break a channel through the sea ice of McMurdo Sound 
in Antarctica to resupply and refuel the US Antarctic Program's McMurdo Station on 
Ross Island. 

Source: The Maritime Executive, 4 January 

US Coast Guard Battles Ice to Keep Shipping Channels Open 

In the midst of record-breaking bitter 
cold, the US Coast Guard has been 
relentlessly fighting against ice build-up 
in the Great Lakes region in an effort to 
keep important shipping channels 
open. A massive swath of arctic air 
known as a ―Polar Vortex,‖ plunged 
temperatures well below zero from 
Chicago to Tulsa. In those 
temperatures, ice can form up to a foot 

thick in the rivers that connect the Great Lakes. The Coast Guard uses ice cutters, 
heavy ships that have thick, reinforced hulls and polar ice-breaking bows, to clear 
the major shipping route that separates the US and Canada, so that freight-carrying 
ships can get through. Without the ice cutters, large freighters can get stuck. The ice 
cutters cut tracks throughout the channels, up and down the St. Mary‘s River and 
through the Soo Locks. For those officers who work on the ice cutter boats, the job is 
far from easy. ―Some days, if you get strong wind, it will blow the track that you spent 
so much time building, say all day long, and it‘ll blow it out of the channel,‖ said Lt. 
Commander John Henry on the Coast Guard cutter Bristol Bay.  ―Those days, those 
days are difficult.‖ 

The Bristol Bay is one of four ice cutters that have been working around the clock to 
keep the shipping lanes open for freighters that use the Great Lakes and connecting 
channels to deliver goods between the Midwest and the East Coast. These massive 
ships range in length from 730 feet to over 1,000 feet — a ship that is 730 feet long 
can carry 37,000 tons. ―The biggest cargo for these lakers: iron ore, coal, heating oil 
and grain,‖ Henry said. ―They pretty much come and service all the Great Lakes, 
coming through the Soo Locks and then heading either to Lake Erie or Lake 
Michigan.‖ The Coast Guard said it was the earliest the ice had frozen here since the 
1930s, and the river connecting Lakes Superior and Huron has been some of the 
toughest ice they have seen. With cutting through ice, the noise is loud and constant. 
―Anytime you hit any type of ice, sound magnifies, especially when you‘re going 
through some pretty thick stuff,‖ Henry said. ―It‘s like a constant explosion, especially 
when you do this all day long from sun up to sun down. But you get used to it. That‘s 
the beauty of ice breaking. … We‘re out here because we want to be.‖ 

Source: ABC News, 6 January 
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