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Challenges in Indo-Pacific Region 

-- Gurmeet Kanwal 

The security environment in the Indo-Pacific 
region has been vitiated by territorial disputes on 
land in the South China Sea and the East China 
Sea as well as terrorism, the proliferation of 
small arms and piracy in the Malacca Strait. 
Freedom of navigation on the high seas is of 
critical importance for the economies of most 
Asian countries. Maintaining peace and stability 
and ensuring the unfettered flow of trade and 

energy supplies through the sea lanes of communications will pose major challenges 
for the Asian powers as well as the United States. Only cooperative security 
architecture can provide long-term stability and mutual reassurance. 

Through its forward military presence and its abiding military alliances, the US has 
played a key role in providing stability in the Indo-Pacific region through many 
decades of turbulence during and after the cold war. The US is now re-balancing or 
'pivoting' from the Euro-Atlantic zone to the Indo-Pacific in tune with its changing 
geo-strategic priorities and the rise of emerging powers. It is also simultaneously 
downsizing its forces and will need new strategic partners to help it maintain order 
and stability. According to Rory Medcalf, Senior Fellow, Brookings Institution, 
Washington, "the choreography of this geopolitical interplay will depend on the 
quality of leadership and decision-making in Beijing, New Delhi and Washington." 

As C Raja Mohan has averred in his book "Samudra Manthan: Sino-Indian Rivalry in 
the Indo-Pacific", the major powers in the region, including Australia, China, India, 
Indonesia, Japan and the US, need to work creatively to frame acceptable rules for 
the commons in the Indo-Pacific. Unless such realisation comes about, subterranean 
tensions will continue to hamper stability. China has so far been ambivalent in 
seeking to join a cooperative framework and has preferred to stand apart. It has 
failed to realise that its growing trade and massive dependence on energy imports 
through the Indian Ocean make it imperative for it to join the efforts being made to 
establish such a framework. 

It would be in India's interest to readily join cooperative efforts aimed at maintaining 
stability. India has acquired robust military intervention capabilities and is formulating 
a suitable doctrine for intervention. Though India has a pacifist strategic culture 
rather than a proactive one that nips emerging challenges in the bud through pre-
emption, it has not hesitated to intervene militarily when its national interests 
warranted intervention, both internally and beyond the shores. The Army was asked 
to forcibly integrate the states of Goa, Hyderabad and Junagadh into the Indian 
Union soon after Independence as part of the nation-building process. The Indian 
armed forces created the new nation of Bangladesh after the Pakistan army 
conducted genocide in East Pakistan in 1971. 
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India intervened in the Maldives and Sri Lanka at the behest of the governments of 
these countries and was ready to do so in Mauritius in 1983 when the threat to the 
government there passed. India had airlifted 150,000 civilian workers from Iraq 
through Jordan during Gulf War I in what became known as the largest airlift after 
the Berlin airlift. Also, almost 5,000 civilian workers were evacuated by ship from 
Lebanon in 2006. After the 2004 South-East Asian tsunami, 72 naval ships had set 
sail within three days to join the international rescue and relief operations even 
though India's eastern sea board had itself suffered extensive loss of life and 
damage. India's limited military presence overseas has been mostly benign. 
According to Shyam Saran, a former Foreign Secretary, "…most South-East Asian 
countries and Japan welcome a larger presence of Indian naval assets in the 
region." As part of the Indo-US defence cooperation, joint patrolling of the SLOCs in 
the Indian Ocean is already being undertaken up to the western mouth of the 
Malacca Strait as part of joint naval exercises. Other military exercises have led to a 
broad understanding of each other's military capabilities and limitations and many 
interoperability challenges have been ironed out. 

The Indian Army has designated one infantry division as a rapid reaction division, 
with an amphibious brigade, an air assault brigade and an infantry brigade. The 
Army also has an independent parachute brigade that can be deployed at short 
notice. The Indian Navy now possesses the INS Jalashva (USS Trenton) that can 
carry one infantry battalion with full operational loads and is in the process of 
acquiring additional landing ships. Besides long-range fighter-bomber aircraft with 
air-to-air refuelling capability like the SU-30MKI, the Indian Air Force has acquired 
fairly substantive strategic airlift capabilities, including six C-130 Super Hercules 
aircraft for the Special Forces.  

A permanent corps-level tri-Service planning HQ with all-weather reconnaissance 
and surveillance capabilities needs to be set up under the aegis of the HQ Integrated 
Defence Staff to monitor emerging situations on a regular basis and act as a control 
HQ for intervention operations. In future, India may undertake joint military 
operations in its area of strategic interest if the country's major national interests are 
at stake. Such a campaign may take the form of an intervention under the UN flag - 
something that India would prefer - or even a "coalition of the willing" in a 
contingency in which India's vital national interests are threatened. There will 
naturally be several caveats to such cooperation as India will not join any military 
alliance. 

It will also be necessary to work with other strategic partners and friendly countries in 
India's extended neighbourhood and with organisations like the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC), the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) and, when possible, even the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO). The aim should be to establish 
consultative mechanisms through diplomatic channels for the exchange of ideas, 
and conduct joint training and reconnaissance. Small-scale joint military exercises 
with likely coalition partners help eliminate interoperability and command and control 
challenges and enable strategic partners to operate together during crises. 

(The writer is a Delhi-based strategic analyst.) 

Source: The Tribune, 1 February 

http://www.tribuneindia.com/2014/20140131/edit.htm#5
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Brazil Upgrades its Sao Paulo Carrier 

-- W. Alejandro Sanchez 

An obscure fact of Latin 
American military affairs is 
that the Brazilian Navy 
possesses its own aircraft 
carrier. The vessel, now five 
decades old, is currently 
undergoing repairs so that it 
can serve for at least a 
decade more. Nevertheless, 
given the fast pace of South 
American geopolitics and 
geosecurity affairs, serious 

questions should be raised whether or not Brazil actually needs a carrier in its fleet. 

The Carrier 

Brazil acquired its carrier from France in November 2000: the vessel is a non-
nuclear, 36,000 ton, Clemenceau-type carrier, which was constructed in the early 
1960s.The carrier, originally known as the Foch while it flew the French flag, 
―entered the dry-dock stage in Saint-Nazaire in 1957 and was launched three years 
later. It was towed to the Brest arsenal for completion. It entered active service in 
1963 and ceased to be armed by the French Navy in 2000, when the Charles de 
Gaulle CVN came into service.‖ [1] 

When it was sold to Brazil, the Foch was renamed as Sao Paulo. It is worth noting 
that the Sao Paulo replaced Brazil‘s other carrier, the Minas Gerais, which was 
launched by England during World War II (then known as the HMS Vengeance). The 
Minas Gerais served for 41 years in the Brazilian Navy starting in 1960 until it was 
decommissioned in 2001. [2] 

The website MilitaryFactory.com provides some additional details about the Sao 
Paulo, explaining that it ―showcases a typical Western aircraft profile with a flat, 
unobstructed flight deck and starboard, … her deck allows for the launching of two 
fixed-wing aircraft simultaneously.‖ [3] The massive vessel has an overall length of 
869 feet and is able to make headway at a top speed of 32 knots. According to 
details that have been released, the carrier has a crew of over 1,900 sailors. [4] As 
for the aircraft that it transports, a December 2013 press release by the French 
shipbuilder DCNS, which is currently upgrading the Sao Paulo, says that the 
Brazilian warship has 18 Douglas A-4 Sky Hawk warplanes. [5] Meanwhile, a 
December 2012 note in Brazilian news agency R7 explains that the carrier also has 
Super Puma transport helicopters and Esquilo light helicopters. [6] Tragically, the 
Sao Paulo has not served in the Brazilian Navy without incidents, as on-board fires 
in 2005 and 2012 killed and injured a number of sailors. [7] 

The Sao Paulo is the only carrier currently in use by a Latin American Navy. 
Nevertheless, COHA has been unable to unearth information on the types of 
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operations this carrier has been involved in during the decade that it has been flying 
the Brazilian flag. An analysis in the website WarisBoring.com explains that the Sao 
Paulo has participated in naval exercises, such as sailing with a US carrier, the USS 
Ronald Reagan. [8] Additionally Argentine warplanes have occasionally landed on 
the Brazilian carrier, which serves as a confidence-building initiative between the 
naval forces of the two neighboring states. [9] 

Upgrade 

It would appear that the Brazilian Navy has plans for the aging Sao Paulo. In early 
January 2014, the Spanish news agency Infodefensa.com reported that the French 
shipbuilding company DCNS had been asked by the Brazilian Navy to inspect the 
Sao Paulo‘s forward catapult. The repairs to the Sao Paulo began in November 2013 
at a naval base in Rio de Janeiro. [10] 

Regarding the rehabilitation of the Brazilian warship, a December 2013 press 
release by DCNS explains that ―the steam catapult, which already performed over 
5000 launches, is a key element for the aircraft carrier capability.‖ [11] The French 
company has praised itself for its work on modernising the Sao Paulo as it also 
reported that ―after the team‘s intervention, the catapult was dry-fired twice, 
demonstrating the expected performance. The Brazilian authorities expressed 
satisfaction.‖ [12] 

Brazil’s Evolving Military and Geopolitics 

Thanks to its strong economy over the past decade, the Brazilian armed forces are 
carrying out important arms purchases which will help the Portuguese-speaking giant 
consolidate itself as Latin America‘s foremost military power. 

Throughout the past decades, COHA has written several comprehensive reports on 
Brazil‘s military and its arms acquisitions – we will enumerate just a few of the more 
prominent examples here. Apart from the Sao Paulo‘s upgrades, the Brazilian Navy 
is constructing a nuclear-powered submarine, with French aid. The submarine has 
been a dream of the Navy since the country‘s 1964-1985 military regime. [13] Paris 
is also helping Brazil to build four diesel-electric submarines, variants of the French 
Scorpene design. [14] 

Meanwhile, the Brazilian Air Force is getting a revamp as Brasilia has already 
selected, after several years of negotiations, the Gripen (produced by the Swedish 
company Saab) as its new warplane. For years, analysts such as those posted at 
COHA believed that the Brazilian government would choose the Rafale warplane 
produced by the Swedish Dassault. But in December 2013 Brasilia ultimately chose 
the Swedish model. [15] Brazil will purchase 36 Gripen warplanes in a deal reported 
to be worth around $4.5 billion USD. As for the Brazilian Army, it has purchased 
Shorad missiles to upgrade its arsenal. The missiles will be used to protect the skies 
of the cities that will host the upcoming 2014 FIFA World Cup. [16] 

It is worth noting that defence-related foreign dignitaries regularly travel to Brazil to 
lobby the Dilma Rousseff government in an effort to persuade it to buy more 
weaponry. For example, the Russian Defence Minister Sergei Shoigu travelled to 
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Brasilia in October 2013 to discuss the sales of the Pantsir-S1 and Igla missile 
system, a deal which if agreed upon in the coming months, could be worth up to $1 
billion. [17] Meanwhile, French President Francois Hollande visited Brazil this past 
December 2013 to convince the Brazilian government to purchase the Dassault 
warplanes – an unsuccessful visit as Brasilia chose the Swedish Gripen. 

This is not to say that other nations in the Western Hemisphere have not also 
acquired new military equipment over the past decade. For example, the Venezuelan 
military has also spent billions of dollars to upgrade its own military, mostly by turning 
to Russia as a major weapons supplier. [18] Nevertheless, as the Russian media 
even admits, Russia-Venezuela military relations in the post-Hugo Chávez have not 
been particularly ideal for business. An October 2013 commentary in the Russian 
news agency Pravda explains, ―All major contracts were tied to late president Hugo 
Chávez. After his death, against the backdrop of complications of the socio-
economic situation in the country, defence cooperation with Russia actually came to 
a standstill … new Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro is not ready to agree on 
new [contracts].‖ [19] 

Threats? 

The aforementioned article by MilitaryFactory.com concludes, ―the Sao Paulo 
remains a critical cog to Brazilian Navy operations in the region, both for stability and 
in power across Atlantic-facing South American and Latin American waters. For any 
modern naval power, the aircraft carrier is the heart and soul of the fleet.‖ [20] 

But does Brazil actually need a carrier? Certainly such a vessel is an example of a 
naval power as it helps Brazil‘s Navy increase its power projection or powers. Rising 
global powers such as China acquire carriers in order to assert themselves as global 
naval powers. [21] On the other hand, other nations that already possess these 
gigantic warships are suffering from an economic crunch and are re-organising their 
armed forces. An example of this is the British military, which plans to eliminate 
some 20 thousand military personnel across the three branches over the next years, 
including 6,000 sailors. [22] The British Navy is developing two new carriers, the 
HMS Queen Elizabeth and the HMS Prince of Wales, but they have stirred 
controversy because of high costs and the reduction of naval personnel. 

As for Brazil, the country is largely devoid of any major security threats that would 
make a compelling case for its Navy to have a carrier (or plan for a new one within 
the coming decade). Relations between Brazil and Venezuela during the Hugo 
Chávez presidency were rarely troubling and commerce was a strong confidence 
building mechanism to prevent tensions from escalating. [23] Furthermore, in late 
2013, there was a major air force exercise in northern Brazil in which several 
Western Hemisphere air forces participated, including the US and Venezuela. [24] 

Moreover, it would be bizarre to believe that a carrier is needed for protection against 
some of Brazil‘s smaller neighbors like Guyana, Suriname or Uruguay. Likewise, 
relations with Peru and Colombia are generally cordial, with this being reflected in 
the inter-agency cooperation against transnational criminal activity like drug 
trafficking. [25] Furthermore, while Argentina was once a serious contender to 
Brazil‘s military role in Latin America, the Argentine armed forces is a fragment of 
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what it once was. (We do not count Bolivia and Paraguay in this analysis since, even 
though both nations border Brazil, neither possesses sea access). 

One argument for a naval build up could be that the carrier and nuclear-powered 
submarine will help safeguard Brazil‘s coast, specially its off-shore oil platforms. The 
government has sold oil blocs to international oil companies, a move that Brazilian oil 
workers protested against in 2013. [26] It should be noted that also in 2013 the 
Brazilian Navy has also acquired three Offshore Patrol Vessels (OPV) for protecting 
its ports and oil platforms from the British manufacturing giant BAE Systems. [27] 
Certainly, an argument can be made that the Brazilian Navy needs even more 
vessels to protect its coastal and off-shore installations; but which country or criminal 
network will want to attack them is far from clear. 

As a final point, it is true that a carrier helps a nation‘s naval stature, but the vessel 
also needs to take part in some kind of naval maneuver in order to showcase that it 
is operational and helpful. Military exercises with other navies are a good example of 
this. But one could wonder if the Sao Paulo, once it is operational again and before it 
is retired, could end up being used as a support vessel for some multinational 
security operation, either as part of the United Nations or some international coalition 
combating piracy off the coast of Somalia. 

Conclusions 

Reporting on the Gripen warplane deal this past December 19, 2013 the defence 
news website Defence Industry Daily explained that the Brazilian Navy ―intends to 
buy 24 fighters of its own, to operate from the carrier that replaces Nae Sao Paulo 
beginning in 2025.‖ [28] Both an April 29, 2013 article in Defence Industry Daily as 
well as an April 2013 article a Brazilian website called Defesa Aerea & Naval also 
mention rumors that a new aircraft carrier currently being developed by the 
aforementioned DCNS (the project is called PA 2) may be sold to Brazil as France is 
no longer interested in acquiring it. [29] 

It is likely that the Sao Paulo will retire within the next decade. This is logical since 
the vessel is already over 50 years old and it may prove to be more costly to 
constantly upgrade and repair it instead of buying a new one. Whether Brazil actually 
needs a carrier, be it the Sao Paulo or a new one ten years from now, remains a 
highly debatable issue. A case can be made that the carrier can help protect Brazil‘s 
extensive maritime interests, but it is doubtful that the country will face any 
conceivable major security threats, i.e. a war with another nation, in the near future. 
Brazil‘s carrier may be one of the least well known and used strategic assets in Latin 
American military history and in the future. 

(W. Alejandro Sanchez, Senior Research Fellow at the Council on Hemispheric Affairs.) 
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A Future Option for the Port of Cape Town 

-- Harry Valentine 

In early January 2014, the New 
York Times identified the port city 
of Cape Town, South Africa as one 
of the world‘s leading tourist 
destinations. Cape Town‘s Victoria 
and Albert waterfront development 
is one of the city‘s premium tourist 
attractions, having being developed 
from a dockyard that had originally 
been built to accommodate wind-
driven sailing ships that at one 
time, had carried the world‘s trade. 

Despite the Suez Canal having captured east-west maritime traffic that sails between 
Europe and Asia, Cape Town is still a major seaport on the maritime trade route 
between Latin America and Asia. 
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At the present time, much discussion is underway about the future of the Port of 
Cape Town. These discussions include plans to develop a larger terminal for 
passenger tourist ships as well as a new industrial area across Table Way, from the 
waterfront of Cape Town‘s central business district. While tourist ships of 1500-
passengers sail to and from Cape Town, there may be future scope for the largest 
tourist ships of over 6,000-passengers capacity to call there. Since the fall of 
apartheid, Cape Town has become an attractive tourist destination. 

While the Port of Cape Town is busy, the Port of Durban that is located on South 
Africa‘s northeastern coast inside a comparatively small bay with a narrow entrance 
is Africa‘s largest and busiest container terminal. Durban is located some 400-miles 
from Africa‘s largest stock exchange and largest financial district at Johannesburg, 
centre of Africa‘s most productive mining region. Overland transportation links 
between Durban and Johannesburg often operate at near full capacity, with an 
increasing proportion of the container freight business being diverted via the Port of 
Elizabeth, with intermodal transfers occurring at the Melford container terminal. 

As larger container ships begin to sail between growing economies of Asia and Latin 
America, there may be merit in transferring containers between these ships while en 
route, briefly stopping at an offshore container transfer terminal located inside a 
wave-protected zone near the Port of Cape Town. These ships will sail a shorter 
direct distance between Cape Town and several Asian ports, than to sail via Durban. 
An expanded wave-protected area at Cape Town‘s Table Bay could simultaneously 
serve the present and future maritime container trade, tourist trade, ship repair as 
well as several other maritime related businesses. 

Storm Vulnerability 

During winter, powerful winds blow from the west and northwest, often directly into 
Table Bay where the seawater surface becomes energetic, including to the point 
where anchored ships have broken loose from mooring cables. Such ocean 
conditions have in the distant past, actually sunk ships in Table Bay and drove 
several ships on to the coastal rocks. 
There may actually be scope to build new 
breakwaters at Table Bay to increase the 
size of the wave-protected zone that will 
include the Port of Cape Town and offer 
new business opportunities to the 
numerous and diverse sectors within the 
maritime industry. 

Future Breakwaters 

The present day commercial dock at the 
Port of Cape Town was built after 
dredging the seafloor of Table Bay, 
transferring material on to the shore so as 
to reclaim land from the sea, Cape Town‘s 
foreshore. There may be scope to further 
dredge the seafloor of Table Bay to obtain 
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the material needed to build new breakwaters at Cape Town. Railway lines radiate 
from Cape Town‘s docks and pass through mountain areas that are a source of 
rocks and boulders that may be transported to Cape Town harbour to build new 
breakwaters. 

Large boulders and rocks also lie along South Africa‘s coast. Tug barges may collect 
rocks and boulders from coastal mountains, material that may become part of future 
breakwaters at Table Bay. A breakwater may radiate to northeast from Robben 
Island and connect to land, with a 2nd breakwater extending south toward a possible 
future entrance to an enclosed section of Table Bay. A companion breakwater may 
extend north from a coastal area located to the west of Victoria and Albert waterfront 
development and extend to a possible future entrance to the Port of Cape Town. 

Future Wave-Protected Zone 

Future breakwaters would shield a portion of Table Bay from the energetic wave 
conditions that frequently occur. Ships may moor and layover within a protected, 
breakwater-enclosed area where wave conditions may be comparatively benign. The 
enclosed area may accommodate offshore floating docks along with floating cranes 
capable of transferring containers between super-size container ships. When dock 
space is occupied, tourist ships may moor within a future wave-protected zone in 
Table Bay, perhaps next to a mobile floating dock from where with passenger ferries 
may shuttle tourists to and from land as greater numbers of tourists visit Cape Town. 

An enclosed calm-water zone at Table Bay can allow for ships to undergo a variety 
of repairs and maintenance, without occupying space at a dry dock or at portside. 
There is oil exploration underway in the mid and south Atlantic, with the option to 
repair, retrofit and modify oil-drilling platforms in a future calm water zone in Table 
Bay. An old breakwater may lie within a future calm-water zone and perhaps serve 
as a future runway for commuter aircraft, with the option of a designated future 
seaplane runway in the same zone. 

Private Investors 

In this modern era, several companies have developed maritime terminals using 
private capital. This is especially the trend in areas of high traffic volumes. At the 
present time, the rate of exchange between the more dominant monetary currencies 
is very attractive when converting to the South African Rand. The combination of an 
attractive rate of monetary exchange along with projected high future volumes of 
container and tourist traffic could encourage private developers along with private 
financiers to examine possible future prospects at Cape Town that would include 
ship-to-ship container transfer and a variety of ship maintenance and repair. 

At the present time, there are upscale apartments and premium hotels located at 
Cape Town‘s Victoria and Albert waterfront area along with a variety of other tourist 
attractions. There may be scope to construct offshore islands within a future calm-
water zone to accommodate hotels and apartments, with related future development 
being aimed at a larger tourist, visitor and upscale residential market. There would 
be scope for investors connected to the tourist sector and maritime transportation 
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sector to cooperate in the construction of nee breakwaters at Cape Town‘s Table 
Bay, to develop a large calm-water zone that will benefit both sectors. 

Ship Repair/Maintenance 

While the Port of Cape Town has a dry dock, a wave-protected zone allows for the 
operation of a semi-submersible mobile dry dock. Such technology could partially 
submerge under a ship hull then raise the hull out of the water to allow maintenance 
and repair personnel access to areas of the hull that are usually submerged. Laying 
a ship over inside a calm water zone would allow divers with welding torches and 
possible inside shark cages or inside mini-submarines, access to usually submerged 
sections of hull that may be in need of repair. 

Renewable Energy 

There would be scope to erect towers for wind turbines along an extended 
breakwater at Cape Town, with ocean wave conversion technology secured near the 
breakwater and outside of the wave-protected zone. Powerful low-altitude winds 
blow directly above the ocean and over large bodies of water, which is why Denmark 
has developed offshore wind turbines. During the southern winter when demand for 
electric power is highest at Cape Town, prevailing winter winds blow toward Cape 
Town from the west and northwest. These winds could activate breakwater mounted 
wind turbines, while wind–driven choppy seawater may activate ocean wave-
conversion technology. 

Conclusions 

Discussions are underway in regard to the future of Cape Town and the Port of Cape 
Town. The concept of new breakwaters and an expanded calm-water zone inside 
Cape Town‘s Table Bay is a contribution to that discussion. While the concept 
presented in this article is ambitious, more modest versions are possible to produce 
a smaller calm-water zone that could benefit the commercial maritime, tourist, 
energy and waterfront development markets. The rate of exchange between the 
South African and foreign currencies invites foreign investors to consider investing in 
worthwhile future development at the Port of Cape Town. 

(Harry Valentine is a frequent contributor to the MarEx newsletter. He can be reached at 
harrycv@hotmail.com for comments/questions.) 

Source: The Maritime Executive, 3 February 

Challenges before Indian Navy 

-- Abhijit Iyer-Mitra 

On the eve of Defexpo this year, and with a reasonable amount of time having 
passed since the Sindhurakshak tragedy, now is probably a good time to reflect on 
the submarine wing of the Indian Navy and its future plans. Large complex projects 
like submarines are intrinsically slow and get further delayed given India‘s political 
processes, complicated procedures and the desire to absorb technology. 

mailto:harrycv@hotmail.com
http://www.maritime-executive.com/article/A-Future-Option-for-the-Port-of-Cape-Town-2014-02-03/
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Consequently given the falling serviceability of the extant fleet, significant force 
depletion of the submarine fleet must be expected over the next decade. 

One big problem is the conflation of strategic issues with practical operational issues. 
These need to be separated and dealt with individually. Separating these issues 
allows us to give more thought to the conundrum the strategic issues pose, while 
enabling relatively cheaper solutions in the near term. 

Strategically, there are three important considerations. First is the choice of 
weapons‘ suite for the submarine fleet as a whole, the second is the procurement of 
the next P-75I — a batch of six submarines to be procured globally. And the third is a 
close appraisal of the nuclear submarine programme. Each of these creates a series 
of conundrum that need a careful cost-benefit analysis. As of now our submarine 
fleet fields three different types of torpedoes. The Soviet-designed Kilos will only fire 
Russian torpedoes the TEST 71/76 and the Type 53-65, The German type 209 
submarines use the SUT torpedoes, while the Scorpène fleet will be equipped for 
both SUT and the Blackshark if and when this procurement is finally cleared by the 
Cabinet Committee on Security. Effectively, India cannot create the economies of 
scale and bulk demand to force a deep technology transfer and indigenise future 
torpedo designs. Going in for Blackshark, though a modern torpedo, poses problems 
for the future, given that its makers a consortium of DCNS & WASS have fallen out 
which means a big question mark hangs over future upgrades owing to Intellectual 
Property Right issues. Consequently the rationalisation of the torpedo stock poses 
more problems than solutions. 

Similarly, for the land attack role, the Union Ministry of Defence wants the P-75I to 
have a vertical launch system. Here the Defence Research & Development 
Organisation has insisted on missile commonality demanding installation of the 
BrahMos system irrespective of which submarine design is chosen. Submarines 
though are not Lego sets; even a 10 per cent change in its design requires a 90 per 
cent change in the blueprints given the extraordinarily integrated and complex 
construction of these boats. As a result, BrahMos integration would mean a full-
fledged redesign that would take anywhere between five years to a decade in the 
design phase alone and would require a complete revamp of the P75 (I) 
specifications (weight, speed, endurance, stealth, etc). 

Now, should the Navy choose a design other than the Scorpène for the P75(I), the 
absorption of new technologies, the fabrication of a new type of steel, different 
construction techniques, different electronics, not to mention retooling the production 
lines will create delays of a further five to seven years. The only other option is to ask 
each competitor to offer a pre-integrated land attack missile of their choice on the 
ship, which throws missile rationalisation out of the window. One way or the other, 
the current request for proposal for the P75 (I) is hardwired for significant delays. 

The third strategic aspect is the future of the nascent nuclear submarine fleet. 
Russia‘s transfer of Kilos to China and their rapid reverse engineering of the same 
into the Type 041 Yuan class, means that India and China have roughly equivalent 
Russian technology which would presumably filter into their nuclear submarine 
programme. The French also sold advanced underwater sensors to China in the 80s 
and 90s. This means that India will have to opt for significant qualitative superiority, 
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as given the strength of the Chinese economy, a quantity contest cannot be 
sustained by India. 

We, therefore, have to prioritise the acquisition of a Western single hull design, with 
its attendant quantum leaps in silencing and sensor technology. Brazil‘s acquisition 
of the French Scorpène class submarines and assistance in designing a nuclear 
submarine is an interesting template for India to follow. However to fully benefit from 
the game changing technologies of French nuclear submarines and their sensors, 
the separate acquisition of Western miniaturised reactors would become a must. 
Transferring these to the military sector will be a long and painful process (though 
technically legal since the India-US nuclear deal accepts the horizontal proliferation 
of knowledge from the civil to military programme). There are the obvious political 
sensitivities at play here that will require political will at the highest levels to solve. 
But at some point the purchase of unsuitable aircraft like the Rafale do provide 
immense leverage and even if it was an unworthy victor of the medium multi-role 
combat circraft competition, its acquisition can be justified if the French are willing to 
support Indian exceptionalism. 

These though, are long term strategic considerations that may take many decades, 
have to be planned for now. There are, in the meantime, some significant near-term, 
practical measures that can be taken to offset the force depletion problem. 

It is accelerated upgradation of the extant submarine fleet. In principle, the Defence 
Ministry has committed to doing this and some positive decisions have been made.  

However, there are big differences in what is stated and what is done. The second 
near-term imperative is the rationalisation of surface ship-based anti-submarine 
warfare capabilities. Modifications on these ships tend to be significantly less time 
consuming and technically challenging than on submarines. 

We need to have some serious out-of-the-box thinking on projecting influence in the 
ocean, by leveraging the assets of other players in the Indo-Pacific. Critically 
examining our submarine capability gaps, we need to find ‗friends‘ and should 
consider working together to strengthen our own strategic and defensive position 
and our technical choices should bear this in mind.   

This would force thinking on what ‗strategic autonomy‘ means in practical terms, 
since even superpowers like the US rely on support from their allies and are able to 
leverage the power and reach of others. 

To conclude, we need to critically introspect our submarine plans. We should 
separate the strategic choices to build long-term capability over the next few 
decades from the practical things we can do in the short term and do these practical 
things with minimum delay. 

(Abhijit Iyer-Mitra is the Programme Coordinator of the Strategic Studies Programme at the 
Observer Research Foundation. He specialises in defence and foreign policy.) 

Source: The Pioneer, 4 February 

http://www.dailypioneer.com/columnists/oped/challenges-before-indian-navy.html
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Overseas Chinese Business can build Bridges for the New Maritime Silk Road 

-- He Yafei 

This year, China will begin building 
a new maritime silk road to revive a 
route that historically contributed to 
its flourishing economic ties with 
neighbours in Southeast Asia and 
beyond. Indeed, Southeast Asia is 
an integral part of this ancient 
maritime route that originated in 
Quanzhou, in what is now Fujian 
province. History is a mirror. The 
fastest growth of bilateral trade and 
investment for China in the past 

decade has been with the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, with total trade 
reaching US$400 billion in 2012, a five-fold increase in 10 years, and two-way 
investments exceeding US$100 billion, a three-fold increase in the same period. 

The target for the China-Asean free trade agreement is US$1 trillion in bilateral trade 
and an additional US$150 billion in two-way investments by 2020. Financial co-
operation, currency swaps, the creation of an infrastructure bank and increased 
connectivity are all expected to come within the bounds of the agreement. The 
maritime Silk Road will inject new meaning and life into the expansion of economic 
ties between China and Asean members in the years to come. 

Large numbers of Chinese - estimates put the figure at 30 million or more - have 
migrated to Southeast Asia, for historical and geographic reasons. And they are well-
off. A 2009 report put the total global assets of overseas Chinese businesses at 
around US$3.9 trillion, of which up to US$1.2 trillion is in the hands of overseas 
Chinese in Southeast Asia. About a third of the top 500 global overseas Chinese 
companies can be found in Asean countries. Moreover, 70 per cent of the 
companies listed on Southeast Asian stock markets are overseas-Chinese owned. 

Overseas Chinese have been residing abroad for centuries. They are the "natural 
bridge" connecting China with other countries, given their advantage of knowledge of 
local politics, economics and culture that can prove useful in exchanges. For 
example, since China's opening up in the late 1970s, more than 60 per cent of 
foreign direct investment into China has come from overseas Chinese, including 
those in Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan. 

Overseas Chinese can play a vital role in helping to build the new maritime silk road, 
not least by acting as a "lubricant" to help move the excess capacity of China's 
manufacturing industry into Asean countries, to build infrastructure and 
manufacturing capacity there. Assimilating China's excesses in iron and steel, 
cement, flat-panel glass, aluminium and ship-building will benefit all and become an 
essential part of local industry. 
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Many large businesses owned by overseas Chinese in Southeast Asia have 
extensive business networks, in addition to their capital and technology, which can 
be of great assistance to Chinese companies seeking to implement the "going out" 
strategy. Since 2011, Indonesia, Thailand and other Asean nations have made clear 
their plans for long-term investment in infrastructure, estimated at US$1.5 trillion 
between 2011 and 2020. It is possible and desirable for Chinese companies to 
invest, with overseas Chinese business, in the construction of ports, railways and 
highways, as well as the energy sector. 

Moreover, Asean is China's biggest overseas contract construction market with 
returns of US$16.6 billion for 2011. Singapore and Brunei aside, Asean members 
are still in the process of industrialisation and urbanisation. This opens up huge 
opportunities for mainland and overseas Chinese companies to co-operate in 
contract construction projects. There are very real opportunities in Southeast Asia for 
the renminbi to become the currency for trade settlement and financing as well as 
investment and eventually a reserve currency. 

Since 2009, when a pilot project was launched, renminbi settlement of cross-border 
trade between China and Asean countries had reached 1.12 trillion yuan (HK$1.42 
trillion) by the end of last June. Currency swap agreements to date total 1.4 trillion 
yuan. Clearly, the potential is huge. Overseas Chinese businesses not only occupy a 
critical position in the economies of Asean countries, but have also invested heavily 
in China. They are part and parcel of the booming trade between China and Asean 
members like Singapore, Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand and the Philippines. 

The move towards renminbi regionalisation would be boosted if Beijing were to offer 
overseas Chinese businesses preferential policies, such as allowing overseas 
Chinese banks to open, to bring their role as "bridges" or "lubricants" into full play. A 
new maritime silk road also needs intellectual support and new ideas, which can be 
gleaned from overseas Chinese think tanks and experts in Southeast Asia as well as 
from Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan, with a wider perspective from other parts of 
the world, too. These are China's treasure boxes in which one can find "ideal 
solutions to almost all issues", as described in the ancient Chinese novel, Romance 
of the Three Kingdoms. 

The Boao Forum for Asia in April will look at ways to develop Asian economic co-
operation. One session will be devoted to the maritime Silk Road and overseas 
Chinese businesses in Southeast Asia. Much hope has been pinned on its outcome. 
Building a maritime silk road with China's neighbours is one of President Xi Jinping's 
major initiatives.  

The proposal has been widely hailed in the region as something that will benefit all. 
The Chinese economy is well on its way to sustained, moderate growth and the 
economic prospects for Asean appear equally bright. The role that the overseas 
Chinese business community can play in this endeavour cannot be overstated. 

(He Yafei is vice-minister of the Overseas Chinese Affairs Office of the State Council.) 

Source: South China Morning Post, 4 February 

http://www.scmp.com/comment/insight-opinion/article/1420000/overseas-chinese-business-can-build-bridges-new-maritime
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China Invites India To The 'Maritime Silk Road' 

Although there are few specifics at the moment, the invitation could be an effort to 

reframe China‘s rise.                                                                  

                                                                                                           --Ankit Panda 

Until now, the ―Maritime Silk Road‖ (MSR) was China‘s pitch to ASEAN, promising to 
deepen trade and cooperation between the PRC and various Southeast Asian 
countries. Xi Jinping coined the concept late last year and has been marketing it ever 
since. It appears now that Xi has expanded the reach of the MSR to India; 
China extended an invitation for India to join the MSR during the recent 17th round of 
border talks between the Special Representatives of the two countries in New Delhi. 

Chinese Special Representative Yang Jiechi presented the invitation to Indian 
National Security Adviser Shivshankar Menon. India has accepted the invitation 
although it is not entirely clear what it entails at this point. 

Sri Lanka, whose foreign minister G.L. Peiris was just in Beijing, is also an MSR 
participant. Chinese foreign ministry spokesperson Hua Chunying indicated that the 
MSR is a flexible tool in China‘s foreign policy at the moment. ―This initiative is just 
an idea for cooperation. It is an open ended platform. The purpose is to integrate all 
kinds of ongoing cooperation especially cooperation on connectivity in the spirit of 
(ancient) silk road so that they can connect with each other and promote each other 
and accelerate regional countries‘ common development,‖ she said. 

―In this end China adopts an open attitude. We also hope to see good suggestions 
from other countries so as to substantiate this idea,‖ she added. 

Including India in the MSR appears logical for China given the recent bids to push 
forward with the Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar (BCIM) economic corridor. The 
four states held multilateral talks at the end of 2013 to draw up a timetable for the 
plan which would provide broad economic connectivity. The BCIM Joint Study Group 
concluded that the plan would ――advance multi-modal connectivity, harness the 
economic complementarities, promote investment and trade and facilitate people-to-
people contacts.‖ 

Generally, diplomats and officials in the region see the MSR as a bid to reframe 
China‘s rise in a non-threatening way. The invitation for India to join the MSR, for 
example, comes just a week after China held rare naval exercises out of the Sunda 
Strait  in the waters of the eastern Indian Ocean. 

For Indian strategists with an eye on China, the traditional concern has been the idea 
that China, via a series of port facilities in the South China Sea, is establishing a 
―String of Pearls‖ to contain India. As Shannon Tiezzi writes over at our China 
Power blog, the MSR has several parallels to the ―string of pearls‖ idea (a phrase 
coined by U.S. defense contractor Booz Allen Hamilton). 

The MSR remains an ambiguous tool of Chinese foreign policy at the point, but it will 
be one to watch in the coming years. What it does accomplish is offer Beijing a sort 

http://thediplomat.com/authors/ankit-panda/
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/V9WAuunYW07IzGOktIFDHK/China-invites-India-to-join-its-Maritime-Silk-Road-initiativ.html?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_term=%2AAfPak%20Daily%20Brief&utm_campaign=DAILY%20BRIEF
http://thediplomat.com/2014/02/chinese-naval-exercise-in-eastern-indian-ocean-sends-mixed-signals/
http://thediplomat.com/2014/02/chinese-naval-exercise-in-eastern-indian-ocean-sends-mixed-signals/
http://thediplomat.com/2014/02/chinese-naval-exercise-in-eastern-indian-ocean-sends-mixed-signals/
http://thediplomat.com/2014/02/the-maritime-silk-road-vs-the-string-of-pearls/
http://thediplomat.com/2014/02/the-maritime-silk-road-vs-the-string-of-pearls/
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of centrality that the historic Silk Road couldn‘t. The appeal of the MSR concept for 
Xi, a native of Shaanxi province – a terminus of the historic Silk Road – isn‘t difficult 
to grasp. Reframing China‘s interests in the Asia-Pacific‘s maritime commons could 
serve to assuage concerns among  neighbors often skeptical of China‘s nefarious 
intentions. 

Source: http://thediplomat.com  15 Feb 14 

 

Maritime Disputes in East Asia: Testimony 

-- Daniel R. Russel 

Chairman Chabot, Members of the Subcommittee, thank you for the opportunity to 
testify today on these important issues. 

Before I begin, I would also like to take this opportunity to thank you, Chairman 
Chabot, for your leadership on this issue and for your work to enhance our 
engagement with the Asia-Pacific region. This Subcommittee has contributed to the 
rich bipartisan tradition of engaging the Asia-Pacific and advancing US interests 
there. 

The Members of this Subcommittee know well the importance of the Asia-Pacific 
region to American interests. The broader region boasts over half the world‘s 
population, half of the world‘s GDP, and nearly half of the world‘s trade, and is home 
to some of the fastest growing economies in the world. More and more American 
citizens are now living, working, and studying in this part of the world and people-to-
people and family ties between Americans and the peoples of the Asia-Pacific have 
witnessed tremendous growth. Growing numbers of American companies are 
investing in and exporting their products and services to rapidly expanding East 
Asian markets. Asia-Pacific businesses are increasing their profiles in the United 
States and creating jobs for American workers. And, as the region‘s economies 
continue to grow and their interests expand, it becomes increasingly important that 
the governments and institutions there contribute to upholding and strengthening 
international law and standards – ranging from human rights to environmental 
protection to responsible policies on climate change, maritime security, and trade 
and investment. The effects of what happens in the Asia-Pacific Region will be felt 
across the globe and have direct implications for America‘s interests. 

It is precisely with this in mind that this administration has for the past five years 
made sustained engagement in the Asia-Pacific a strategic priority. This is precisely 
why Secretary Kerry is about to make his fifth visit to Asia in ten months and why he 
has devoted so much time and effort to meeting, calling and consulting with his 
Asian counterparts. 

We have a strong stake in the continuing economic growth of this region, and we are 
working to ensure that Americans can fully participate in that growth and share in 
that prosperity. We are negotiating high-standard trade and investment agreements 
that will unlock the dynamism of Pacific Rim economies for mutual benefit. We are 

http://thediplomat.com/2014/02/moderating-the-china-threat/
http://thediplomat.com/2014/02/moderating-the-china-threat/
http://thediplomat.com/2014/02/moderating-the-china-threat/
http://thediplomat.com/
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bolstering regional cooperation on transnational issues through ASEAN and its 
related institutions. And we are helping countries manage complex environmental 
issues resulting from rapid development. The common thread running through our 
strategic rebalancing is a determination to ensure that the Asia-Pacific remains an 
open, inclusive, and prosperous region guided by widely accepted rules and 
standards and a respect for international law. 

Since the end of the Second World War, a maritime regime based on international 
law that promotes freedom of navigation and lawful uses of the sea has facilitated 
Asia‘s impressive economic growth. The United States, through our alliances, our 
security partnerships and our overall military presence and posture, has been 
instrumental in sustaining that maritime regime and providing the security that has 
enabled the countries in the region to prosper. As a maritime nation with global 
trading networks, the United States has a national interest in freedom of the seas 
and in unimpeded lawful commerce. From President Thomas Jefferson‘s actions 
against the Barbary pirates to President Reagan‘s decision that the United States will 
abide by the Law of the Sea Convention‘s provisions on navigation and other 
traditional uses of the ocean, American foreign policy has long defended the freedom 
of the seas. And as we consistently state, we have a national interest in the 
maintenance of peace and stability; respect for international law; unimpeded lawful 
commerce; and freedom of navigation and overflight in the East China and South 
China Seas. 

For all these reasons, the tensions arising from maritime and territorial disputes in 
the Asia-Pacific are of deep concern to us and to our allies. Both the South China 
and East China Seas are vital thoroughfares for global commerce and energy. Well 
over half the world‘s merchant tonnage flows through the South China Sea, and over 
15 million barrels of oil per day transited the Strait of Malacca last year, with most of 
it continuing onward through the East China Sea to three of the world‘s largest 
economies – Japan, the Republic of Korea, and China. A simple miscalculation or 
incident could touch off an escalatory cycle. Confrontations between fishermen and 
even law enforcement patrols are not unusual in these waters. But the frequency and 
assertiveness of some countries‘ patrols are increasing. In addition, the imposition of 
competing regulations by different countries over disputed territory and associated 
maritime areas and airspace is raising tensions and increasing the risk of 
confrontation. We witnessed a tragic incident in May of last year, when a Philippine 
Coast Guard patrol shot and killed a fisherman from Taiwan. Both sides, to their 
credit, took steps to prevent an escalation of tensions. But the risk of confrontation 
could have very serious adverse consequences for all of our economic and security 
interests. 

Accordingly, we have consistently emphasised in our diplomacy in the region as well 
as in our public messaging the importance of exercising restraint, maintaining open 
channels of dialogue, lowering rhetoric, behaving safely and responsibly in the sky 
and at sea and peacefully resolving territorial and maritime disputes in accordance 
with international law. We are working to help put in place diplomatic and other 
structures to lower tensions and manage these disputes peacefully. We have sought 
to prevent provocative or unilateral actions that disrupt the status quo or jeopardise 
peace and security. When such actions have occurred, we have spoken out clearly 
and, where appropriate, taken action. In an effort to build consensus and capabilities 
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in support of these principles, the administration has invested considerably in the 
development of regional institutions and bodies such as the ASEAN Regional Forum, 
the ASEAN Defence Ministers Meeting Plus, the East Asia Summit, and the 
Expanded ASEAN Maritime Forum. These forums, as they continue to develop, play 
an important role in reinforcing international law and practice and building practical 
cooperation among member states. 

In the South China Sea, we continue to support efforts by ASEAN and China to 
develop an effective Code of Conduct. Agreement on a Code of Conduct is long 
overdue and the negotiating process should be accelerated. This is something that 
China and ASEAN committed to back in 2002 when they adopted their Declaration 
on the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea. An effective Code of Conduct 
would promote a rules-based framework for managing and regulating the behavior of 
the relevant countries in the South China Sea. A key part of that framework, which 
we and many others believe should be adopted quickly, is inclusion of mechanisms 
such as hotlines and emergency procedures for preventing incidents in sensitive 
areas and managing them when they do occur in ways that prevent disputes from 
escalating. 

And in the East China Sea, we remain concerned about the serious downturn in 
China-Japan relations. We support Japan‘s call for diplomacy and crisis 
management procedures in order to avoid a miscalculation or a dangerous incident. 
It is important to lower tensions, turn down the rhetoric, and exercise caution and 
restraint in this sensitive area. China and Japan are the world‘s second and third 
largest economies and have a shared interest in a stable environment to facilitate 
economic growth. Neither these two important countries nor the global economy can 
afford an unintended clash that neither side seeks or wants. It is imperative that 
Japan and China use diplomatic means to manage this issue peacefully and set 
aside matters that can‘t be resolved at this time. 

China‘s announcement of an Air Defence Identification Zone (ADIZ) over the East 
China Sea in November was a provocative act and a serious step in the wrong 
direction. The Senkakus are under the administration of Japan and unilateral 
attempts to change the status quo raise tensions and do nothing under international 
law to strengthen territorial claims. The United States neither recognises nor accepts 
China‘s declared East China Sea ADIZ and has no intention of changing how we 
conduct operations in the region. China should not attempt to implement the ADIZ 
and should refrain from taking similar actions elsewhere in the region. 

Mr. Chairman, we have a deep and long-standing stake in the maintenance of 
prosperity and stability in the Asia-Pacific and an equally deep and abiding long-term 
interest in the continuance of freedom of the seas based on the rule of law – one that 
guarantees, among other things, freedom of navigation and overflight and other 
internationally lawful uses of the sea related to those freedoms. International law 
makes clear the legal basis on which states can legitimately assert their rights in the 
maritime domain or exploit marine resources. By promoting order in the seas, 
international law is instrumental in safeguarding the rights and freedoms of all 
countries regardless of size or military strength. 
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I think it is imperative that we be clear about what we mean when the United States 
says that we take no position on competing claims to sovereignty over disputed land 
features in the East China and South China Seas. First of all, we do take a strong 
position with regard to behavior in connection with any claims: we firmly oppose the 
use of intimidation, coercion or force to assert a territorial claim. Second, we do take 
a strong position that maritime claims must accord with customary international law. 
This means that all maritime claims must be derived from land features and 
otherwise comport with the international law of the sea. So while we are not siding 
with one claimant against another, we certainly believe that claims in the South 
China Sea that are not derived from land features are fundamentally flawed. In 
support of these principles and in keeping with the longstanding US Freedom of 
Navigation Program, the United States continues to oppose claims that impinge on 
the rights, freedoms, and lawful uses of the sea that belong to all nations. 

As I just noted, we care deeply about the way countries behave in asserting their 
claims or managing their disputes. We seek to ensure that territorial and maritime 
disputes are dealt with peacefully, diplomatically and in accordance with international 
law. Of course this means making sure that shots aren‘t fired; but more broadly it 
means ensuring that these disputes are managed without intimidation, coercion, or 
force. We have repeatedly made clear that freedom of navigation is reflected in 
international law, not something to be granted by big states to others. President 
Obama and Secretary Kerry have made these points forcefully and clearly in their 
interactions with regional leaders, and I – along with my colleagues in the State 
Department, Defence Department, the National Security Council and other agencies 
– have done likewise. 

We are also candid with all the claimants when we have concerns regarding their 
claims or the ways that they pursue them. Deputy Secretary Burns and I were in 
Beijing earlier this month to hold regular consultations with the Chinese government 
on Asia-Pacific issues, and we held extensive discussions regarding our concerns. 
These include continued restrictions on access to Scarborough Reef; pressure on 
the long-standing Philippine presence at the Second Thomas Shoal; putting 
hydrocarbon blocks up for bid in an area close to another country‘s mainland and far 
away even from the islands that China is claiming; announcing administrative and 
even military districts in contested areas in the South China Sea; an unprecedented 
spike in risky activity by China‘s maritime agencies near the Senkaku Islands; the 
sudden, uncoordinated and unilateral imposition of regulations over contested 
airspace in the case of the East China Sea Air Defence Identification Zone; and the 
recent updating of fishing regulations covering disputed areas in the South China 
Sea. These actions have raised tensions in the region and concerns about China‘s 
objectives in both the South China and the East China Seas. 

There is a growing concern that this pattern of behavior in the South China Sea 
reflects an incremental effort by China to assert control over the area contained in 
the so-called "nine-dash line," despite the objections of its neighbors and despite the 
lack of any explanation or apparent basis under international law regarding the 
scope of the claim itself.  

China‘s lack of clarity with regard to its South China Sea claims has created 
uncertainty, insecurity and instability in the region. It limits the prospect for achieving 
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a mutually agreeable resolution or equitable joint development arrangements among 
the claimants. I want to reinforce the point that under international law, maritime 
claims in the South China Sea must be derived from land features. Any use of the 
"nine dash line" by China to claim maritime rights not based on claimed land features 
would be inconsistent with international law. The international community would 
welcome China to clarify or adjust its nine-dash line claim to bring it in accordance 
with the international law of the sea. 

We support serious and sustained diplomacy between the claimants to address 
overlapping claims in a peaceful, non-coercive way. This can and should include 
bilateral as well as multilateral diplomatic dialogue among the claimants. But at the 
same time we fully support the right of claimants to exercise rights they may have to 
avail themselves of peaceful dispute settlement mechanisms. The Philippines chose 
to exercise such a right last year with the filing of an arbitration case under the Law 
of the Sea Convention. 

Both legal and diplomatic processes will take time to play out. The effort to reach 
agreement on a China-ASEAN Code of Conduct has been painfully slow. However, 
there are important steps that the relevant parties can take in the short term to lower 
tensions and avoid escalation.  

One line of effort, as I mentioned earlier, is to put in place practical mechanisms to 
prevent incidents or manage them when they occur. Another common-sense 
measure would be for the claimants to agree not to undertake new unilateral 
attempts to change the status quo, defined as of the date of the signing of the 2002 
Declaration of Conduct that would include agreement not to assert administrative 
measures or controls in disputed areas. And as I have indicated, all claimants – not 
only China – should clarify their claims in terms of international law, including the law 
of the sea. 

In the meantime, a strong diplomatic and military presence by the United States, 
including by strengthening and modernising our alliances and continuing to build 
robust strategic partnerships, remains essential to maintain regional stability. This 
includes our efforts to promote best practices and good cooperation on all aspects of 
maritime security and bolster maritime domain awareness and our capacity building 
programs in Southeast Asia.  

The Administration has also consistently made clear our desire to build a strong and 
cooperative relationship with China to advance peace and prosperity in the Asia-
Pacific, just as we consistently have encouraged all countries in the region to pursue 
positive relations with China. And this includes working with all countries in the 
region to strengthen regional institutions like ASEAN and the East Asia Summit as 
venues where countries can engage in clear dialogue with all involved about 
principles, values and interests at stake, while developing cooperative activities – like 
the Expanded ASEAN Seafarers Training initiative we recently launched – to build 
trust and mechanisms to reduce the chances of incidents. 

To conclude, this is an issue of immense importance to the United States, the Asia-
Pacific, and the world. And I want to reaffirm here today that the United States will 
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continue to play a central role in underwriting security and stability in the Asia-
Pacific. 

Mr. Chairman, I thank you for this opportunity to appear before you today to discuss 
this important issue. I look forward to answering any questions you may have. 

(Daniel R. Russel, Assistant Secretary, Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs, Testimony 
before the House Committee on Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on Asia and the Pacific, 
Washington, DC.) 

Source: US Department of State, 5 February 

The Iranian Navy: A Symbolic Show of Force in the Atlantic 

Tehran announced Feb. 8 that it had 
dispatched a frigate and a supply ship to 
the North Atlantic Ocean, where they will 
approach US maritime borders. This is not 
the first time the Iranians have announced 
their intent to deploy naval vessels close to 
the United States. Iran made two such 
declarations in 2011 but never followed 
through. However, following the most 
recent announcement, Iranian Adm. Afshin 
Rezayee Haddad said the Iranian fleet is 

actually underway, already approaching the South Atlantic Ocean through waters off 
the coast of South Africa. The Iranian decision to deploy naval vessels to the North 
Atlantic is largely symbolic; it does not pose any real military risk. Iran will use the 
deployment to show the flag in a non-threatening manner, looking to appease its 
hard-liners who are dubious about the US-Iran nuclear talks. 

Analysis 

Given the ongoing nuclear negotiations between Iran and the P-5+1 group -- the five 
permanent members of the UN Security Council and Germany -- the Iranian navy's 
operation takes place in a politically sensitive context. Decades of animosity between 
the United States and Iran has created diehard camps in each country that must be 
managed carefully because they can seriously disrupt any potential agreement. The 
political rhetoric surrounding the talks can seem polarised at times, with any 
breakthrough in negotiations matched by stern warnings and guarantees that neither 
side is giving up too much. 

For the United States, this rhetoric translates as continued assurances of the 
effectiveness of current sanctions. In return, Iran constantly reiterates the parts of its 
nuclear program that it has refused to give up. Both sides also like to remind each 
other that military options are always on the table. The possible excursion into the 
Atlantic by the Iranian navy -- and the public announcement about the deployment -- 
fits this ongoing dynamic between Tehran and Washington. 

http://www.state.gov/p/eap/rls/rm/2014/02/221293.htm
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It is unclear whether the Iranians will actually sail to the North Atlantic, but it is 
important to note that such a deployment is certainly within their capabilities. The 
Iranian navy is dominated by small patrol and fast attack missile boats that are 
ideally suited for operations in and along the Persian Gulf. These vessels are unable 
to deploy far from Iran, but Tehran also has around four other vessels similar to the 
currently deployed frigate that enable it to conduct occasional long-distance missions 
such as the announced Atlantic deployment. 

An Armada of Two  

These long-distance blue-water (non-coastal) capabilities are limited; the warships 
themselves must be accompanied by a specialist ship, especially when venturing as 
far as the western Atlantic. The other craft the Iranians use to project naval force is a 
replenishment vessel that provides fuel, food, fresh water and ammunition for 
extended deployments. This vessel is the Kharg, an aging Ol-class design built in the 
United Kingdom in the late 1970s and delivered to the Iranians in 1984. Without this 
vessel, the small number of Iranian frigates would be unable to embark on extended 
deployments without consistent and frequent port visits along the way, a method that 
the Iranians cannot rely on for a mission to the Atlantic.  

Media reports of Iranian vessels sailing across the world's oceans instill national 
pride inside Iran. Tehran has repeatedly made exaggerated boasts about its military 
prowess, both as a deterrent to foreign enemies as well as for domestic propaganda 
purposes. Deploying military vessels to the Atlantic -- especially in proximity to the 
United States' territorial waters -- is a good way to demonstrate the Iranian navy's 
reach. This is particularly important at a time when many Iranian hard-liners continue 
to seethe at what they view as a destabilising US naval presence in the Persian Gulf. 
As Haddad said, the primary motivation behind such a deployment "has a message": 
Iran is looking to give the United States a taste of its own medicine. 

However, the potential deployment of an Iranian flotilla to the North Atlantic will be 
far more effective at galvanising national attention than worrying the United States. 
The reality is indisputable: Tehran's naval deployment poses no threat to the United 
States. If anything, the Iranian vessels, sailing far from Iran's territorial waters, are at 
their most vulnerable in the open waters of the Atlantic. The Iranian navy cannot 
hope to compete in blue-water operations against the US Navy. Even the best of 
Iran's naval platforms have limited capabilities relative to almost any comparable US 
Navy platform, in terms of weapons range, speed, countermeasures and detection 
range. The real threat posed by the Iranian navy continues to rest on their ability to 
disrupt maritime traffic in the Persian Gulf, especially the strategic Strait of Hormuz.  

The proclaimed Iranian mission to the Atlantic is another vivid reminder of a wider 
truth about the Iranian armed forces; that despite very old and aging equipment, the 
Iranians continue to maintain what they have and take their training very seriously. In 
any extended deployment using aging vessels, there is a tangible risk of a 
breakdown, as was seen with the four-decade-old Moroccan landing ship that 
required US assistance after it took on water near Puerto Rico in 2005. As long as 
the Iranian navy avoids breaking down entirely or being forced into port for repairs, a 
deployment to the Atlantic will serve its symbolic purpose of showing strength and 
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capability to the United States, while placating the more entrenched domestic 
factions at home. 

Source: Stratfor, 11 February  

Sea Change of China Power 

-- Rory Medcalf and C Raja Mohan 

The Chinese navy's recent foray into the waters between Indonesia and Australia is 
one more milestone in Beijing's increasingly bold maritime posture in the Indo-
Pacific. The three-ship exercise was also a wake-up call to anyone still doubting 
China's long-term intention to be able to project force in the Indian Ocean. This 
demands new kinds of maritime security dialogue and practical surveillance co-
operation among the region's maritime democracies, including Australia, Indonesia 
and India. There was no warning of the exercise, but no lack of transparency in the 
subsequent Chinese official media reports. These referred to China's first combat 
simulation drills in the Indian Ocean as well as less warlike activities.  

The amphibious warship Changbaishan, a so-called landing platform dock displacing 
20,000 tonnes, is one of Beijing's more modern and sophisticated ships, and can 
deploy hundreds of marines. Together with the two destroyers accompanying it, 
Wuhan and Haikou, the squadron was an unambiguous demonstration of China's 
emerging ability to project force.  

Since the end of 2008, China's navy has been one of many conducting anti-piracy 
operations in the Gulf of Aden. Although this activity has been seen as a testimony to 
the new Chinese commitment to safeguarding the global commons, it also has 
underlined the PLA navy's new capacity to carry out what it calls "far sea 
operations".  

Some observers have claimed that the focus on territorial claims in the South and 
East China seas would downgrade the importance of the Indian Ocean in Beijing's 
strategic calculus. Now, facts in the water have challenged those assumptions. 
China is going Indo-Pacific. After crossing the South China Sea from its base on 
Hainan Island, the squadron transited south through the Sunda Strait, separating 
Indonesia's Sumatra and Java islands.  

Somewhere between there and Australia's Christmas Island territory, it apparently 
conducted the combat simulation before turning east and sailing the length of Java. It 
went back up north through the Lombok Straits between the Indonesian islands of 
Bali and Lombok, then the Makassar Straits between Borneo and Sulawesi and into 
the western Pacific. This made use of the right of "innocent passage", although there 
is no suggestion the Indonesians were forewarned.  

The path followed by the Chinese ships underlines the obsolescence of the notion 
that the Indian Ocean, South China Sea and East China Sea are neatly quarantined 
theatres of military activity. The risk of confrontation in each of these zones matters 
to all the nations of Indo-Pacific Asia. China has huge stakes in the Indian Ocean, 
the highway for most of its imported oil. In the long run, securing the sea lines of 

http://www.stratfor.com/analysis/iranian-navy-symbolic-show-force-atlantic?utm_source=freelist-f&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20140213&utm_term=FreeReport&utm_content=readmore
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communication in the Indian Ocean will likely be as much a strategic priority for 
China as the assertion of its maritime claims in the western Pacific.  

In sending ships through the Indonesian straits, Beijing is telling Jakarta, Canberra 
and ultimately New Delhi that they should be prepared to see more of the Chinese 
navy in their proximity. No sensible strategist would reject China's right to deploy 
capabilities to protect its interests, providing this is done in consultation with local 
powers and does not damage their interests or the stability of the regional order.  

So the challenge is not about keeping China out of the Indian Ocean. It is about 
integrating China as a partner in a rules-based system, and one that equally accepts 
India's growing maritime links with the Pacific. What the region cannot afford is for 
the expanding economic and strategic interests of great powers to translate into 
destabilising activities that occur unilaterally and without warning.  

Indonesia is conscious of this challenge, given its Foreign Minister Marty 
Natalegawa's initiative of an Indo-Pacific treaty for peace and co-operation, as well 
as his efforts to build Southeast Asian solidarity on a code of conduct in the South 
China Sea. Australia does not seek a confrontation with China, its largest trading 
partner. But given Australia's dependence on maritime trade and regional stability, 
and the security importance of the continent's northern approaches, the Chinese 
exercise is likely to influence Australia's defence debate as the drafting of a new 
white paper gets under way.  

There will be a renewed focus on the need for the best possible maritime domain 
awareness, in partnership with the US but perhaps third parties, too. At a time when 
Australia-Indonesia relations are strained over short-term differences, it is important 
not to lose sight of the longer-term strategic logic of these two countries learning to 
share information about all maritime activity in the waters between them. The idea of 
a three-way security dialogue between Australia, India and Indonesia has evolved 
quietly across the past five years. Its logic is now becoming compelling. And this 
should go further, to lead to practical maritime and naval co-operation.  

While Australia-Indonesia ties are in limbo, it would make sense to deepen the 
Australia-India side of the triangle. Here the potential areas for action are maritime 
domain awareness, naval intelligence sharing, providing access to each other's 
naval facilities, and working together to improve the capacity of smaller states in the 
Indian Ocean. China has the right to advance its interests in the Indian Ocean just as 
the Indian Ocean's resident powers have every right to work together to monitor and 
manage the changes ahead.  

(Rory Medcalf is director of the international security program at the Lowy Institute. C. Raja 
Mohan is non-resident fellow at the Lowy Institute and heads the strategic studies programme 
at Observer Research Foundation, Delhi. They are co-chairs of the Australia-India Roundtable.)  

Courtesy: The Australian, February 11, 2014 

Source: ORF, 11 February 
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Page 29 of 63 

The Unfolding China’s Indian Ocean Strategy 

-- DS Rajan 

“The Greater Indian Ocean region stretching eastward from the Horn of Africa past 
the Arabian Peninsula, the Iranian plateau and the Indian subcontinent, all the way to 
the Indonesian archipelago and beyond, will be the centre of global conflicts, 
because most international business supply will be conducted through this route. 
Most important of all, it is in this region the interests and influence of India, China 
and the United States are beginning to overlap and intersect. It is here the 21st 
century’s global power dynamics will be revealed……. two key players in this region 
are India and China- India moving east and west while China to the South”- Robert 
Kaplan, in ―Monsoon- the Indian Ocean and the Future of American Power‖, 21 
November 2010. 

The quote above undoubtedly leads to a pertinent question – in what way the policy 
makers in the three potentially big players in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR), are 
now preparing to meet the long term projections made in Kaplan‘s obviously 
accurate prognosis? In other words, what is the nature of current IOR strategies of 
these powers and what will be their geo-strategic implications? 

Taking the case of People‘s Republic of China (PRC), it cannot be denied that the 
PRC‘s strategic focus till now continues to be on the Pacific and not on the Indian 
Ocean region. It would however be a folly to ignore the gradually unfolding changes 
in the perceptions of Beijing on the IOR‘s strategic importance; they are indeed 
pointers to the future. As for now, Beijing‘s principal interest seems to lie in the need 
to protect the Sea Lanes of Communications (SLOCS) along the Indian Ocean, vital 
for the country‘s energy imports. While this is being so, official-level articulations on 
China‘s IOR views are gradually gaining intensity, which may culminate in China‘s 
coming out with a comprehensive Indian Ocean doctrine ultimately. 

It is not difficult to trace the connection between the changing Chinese perceptions 
on the IOR and the steady emergence of maritime security interests, marking a new 
trend since the end of cold war, as a key element of China‘s overall national security 
strategy. To help achieving the declared goal of turning the country as a fully 
modernised one by middle of the century, the PRC has evolved an overall strategic 
approach enmeshing the requirements of land, maritime, economy and energy 
security. Out of these, the criticality of maritime aspect has risen as a result of the 
compulsions which China began to experience for getting access to all strategic 
resources and protecting critical sea lanes transporting energy supplies from abroad, 
in the overall interest of its development. As corollary, the PRC‘s naval objectives 
have undergone a shift – from that of conducting coastal defence activities to 
offshore defence and ultimately to far sea defence. A case in point is the stress 
noticed in China‘s latest Defence White Paper (2013) on ―protecting national 
maritime rights and interests‖ and ―armed forces providing reliable support for 
China‘s interests overseas‖. It is clear that the PRC intends to expand the 
capabilities of its Navy, especially to operate abroad; this indeed marks a new stage 
in China‘s development which has come into being due to the increasing needs 
being felt by a rising China to secure its growing global interests. 
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China is now turning its security policies into action. The PRC‘s ongoing naval 
modernisation efforts are gaining momentum which confirms Beijing‘s intentions to 
expand the country‘s naval capabilities so as to operate in waters far beyond its 
borders. Against the roles allotted to it to defeat invasion from sea, defend territorial 
sovereignty and protect maritime rights, the PLA Navy is upgrading its destroyers 
and frigates to range further. Testing of 056 stealth frigate and the entry into service 
of China‘s first air craft carrier, need to be seen in this context. In a nutshell, China‘s 
naval capabilities are increasing day by day thanks to its ongoing modernisation 
programme in developing Anti- Ship Ballistic Missiles, Anti-Ship cruise missiles, 
submarines, both conventional and nuclear, amphibious ships, land based air craft, 
unmanned aerial vehicles, Electro-magnetic pulse weapons and maritime 
surveillance. It is believed that naval modernisation can lead to China‘s projection of 
power into the first island chain (Taiwan) and even upto the second island chain 
(Guam), hurting American interests. The establishment of Yalong naval base near 
Sanya may have strategic implications for military balance in Asia-Pacific region 
(Carlyle A. Thayer, paper to international workshop on South China Sea, Ho Chi 
Minh City, 18-21 November 2012). 

The Chinese Navy‘s field activities now include its participation in the joint anti-piracy 
patrols off the coast of Somalia in 2011 and its ship to ship replenishment exercise in 
Eastern Indian Ocean in December 2013 as well as the ‗counter-piracy, search, 
rescue and damage control drill‘, carried out in January 2014 by a three-ship 
Chinese navy squadron. In the last mentioned, the largest amphibious Chinese 
landing ship – Changbaishan – along with two destroyers took part. The choice of 
Lombok Strait near Indonesia, as drill location has been significant as by doing so, 
Beijing seems to have opened up a new route from the South China Sea to the 
Indian Ocean, other than the usual one used for drills through the Malacca Strait. 
Interesting are Chinese official observations being noticed that the drill is a part of 
‗annually held naval combat exercises in the South China Sea, the West Pacific 
Ocean and the East Indian Ocean to test the combat ability of naval ships‘. 

China‘s actions in deploying attack submarines in the Indian Ocean, is receiving 
India‘s attention. Noting this development, an Indian official document, titled ‗Indian 
Navy: Perceived Threats to Subsurface Deterrent Capability and Preparedness‘, 
prepared by the Integrated Defence Staff in New Delhi predicted intense rivalry 
between the Indian and Chinese navies in the next three years as the ―implicit focus‖ 
of the Chinese Navy appears to be on undermining the Indian Navy‘s edge ―to 
control highly sensitive sea lines of communication (―China‘s submarines in Indian 
Ocean worry Indian Navy‖, Alfred Wilhelm Meier, China Daily Mail , 7 April 
2013,http://chinadailymail.com/2013/04/07/chinas-submarines-in-indian-ocean-w...). 

The first firm signal that maritime security interests dominate China‘s thinking on the 
IOR came through a statement (Galle, Sri Lanka, 13 December 2012) made by Vice 
Admiral Su Zhiqian, Commander of the East China Sea Fleet of the Chinese Navy. It 
laid stress on the ‗freedom and safety of the navigation in the Indian Ocean‘ acting 
as a crucial factor in global economy and declared that the Chinese navy will actively 
maintain the peace and stability of the Indian Ocean through carrying out ‗maritime 
security cooperation‘ with the navies of various countries, especially seeking to 
establish a maritime security ‗code of conduct‘ between them under the ‗premise of 
respect for each country‘s sovereignty and maritime interests‘ (―Chinese Navy to 

http://chinadailymail.com/2013/04/07/chinas-submarines-in-indian-ocean-worry-indian-navy/
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Actively Maintain Peace and Stability of Indian Ocean‖, China Military Online, 15 
December 2012). 

One can see the next signal in the Blue Book of the Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences (CASS) released in June 2013. It had chapters on India‘s ―Look East 
Policy‖ and the ―US-India axis of relation in Indian Ocean region‖. As a document of 
an authoritative Chinese think tank, it appears as policy indicators. The Blue Book 
observed that ―In the past, China‘s Indian Ocean strategy was based on ‗moderation‘ 
and ‗maintaining the status quo‘, but the changing dynamics of international relations 
necessitates China play a more proactive role in affairs of the region‖. It frankly 
admitted that Beijing presently is not having any Indian Ocean strategy unlike US 
and India who were following a well-defined ―Look East‖ policy and the ―pivot‖ or 
―rebalancing‖ strategy respectively. Adding that in absence of a strategy, China‘s 
development prospects would severely be hit, it observed, ―With changes in the 
relations among countries in the Indian Ocean Region and in the international 
situation, China‘s diplomacy should also change, but Beijing‘s interests will be driven 
only by commercial, and not military, objectives‖. The document asked China to 
deepen economic ties with the nations in the IOR while cautioning that if China, 
United States and India do not constructively engage each other, the Indian Ocean 
can end up as an ocean of conflict and trouble. As the CASS publication predicted, 
no single or regional power including Russia, China, Australia and India, can control 
the Indian Ocean by itself in the future and after jostling among powers, a fragile 
balance of power might be reached in the region. It acknowledged that the rise of 
China was worrying the littoral states of IOR, particularly India. ―The ‗China threat 
theory‘ proposed by Western countries and the illusory ‗string of pearls strategy was 
being projected as a new assertiveness of Beijing, it pointed out. 

Further signals include observations on the US role in the IOR being made by 
Chinese academicians close to the official hierarchy. A study said that after the end 
of the cold war, the US became the leading force in the Indian Ocean and began its 
military forward deployment there. In recent years, with the rising of the strategic 
position of the Indian Ocean, the US put forward the ―Indo-Pacific‖ concept and 
strengthened its strategic interests in the Indian Ocean, such as maintaining its 
dominant position, protecting the safety of sea lines of communication and 
continuing to control strategic chokepoints, etc. Driven by ideology and economic 
factors, the US has obtained hegemony in the Indian Ocean via military deployment 
and institutional arrangements, (―US Indian Ocean Strategy‖, Pacific Journal, June 
2013, Sun Xianpu, Yunnan University, Kunming). 

Other Influential Chinese scholars have assessed that at present, in the Indian 
Ocean region, there is a ‗no alliance, no adversary‘ situation of ‗flexible balance; this 
may however change and China should respond by seeking ‗greater space‘ for it in 
the Indian Ocean region (Chen lijun and Xu Juan, ―Flexible Balance and Economic 
Strategies of China, the US and India in Indian ocean‖, South Asia Studies, Volume 
4/12, 15 July 2013). 

Chinese analysts have also commented in the IOR strategy of India. The launch of 
India‘s first indigenous aircraft carrier Vikrant on 12 August 2013 has been viewed 
them as reflecting India‘s ―ambition to dominate the Indian Ocean‖ and heralding a 
greater Indian presence in the Pacific. The experts alleged that the US wants to push 
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India to integrate into its system to contain China and encourages India to intervene 
in Asia-Pacific affairs under the ―Indo-Pacific‖ concept, but India prefers balancing 
China naturally by ensuring peaceful and fruitful competition and has no intention of 
becoming a regional test balloon by going against China (Fu Xiaoqiang, a scholar at 
the China Institute for Contemporary International Relations – CICIR, China Daily, 12 
August 2013). 

Among subsequent commentaries on the IOR made by influential Chinese 
academicians, an article of a leading state-controlled Chinese think tank, look very 
significant. The write-up declared that China‘s strategic focus is the Pacific rather 
than the Indian Ocean and the PRC lags far behind the US in terms of maritime 
power and does not enjoy India‘s geographic advantages. It asserted that China 
follows a naval strategy aimed at ensuring a ‗harmonious sea‘ through capacity 
building and international cooperation, viewing the region surrounding the Indian 
Ocean as a vital energy and trade route, not a battlefield for power struggle. China‘s 
seaward policy is strongly influenced by trade and energy motives, and its open 
economy is becoming more interdependent with the outside world, particularly the 
Indian Ocean. 

The article added that Chinese involvement in building infrastructure in the Indian 
Ocean region littorals is part of the PRC‘s economy-oriented ‗Going Global‘ strategy. 
Interpreting India‘s views on the Indian Ocean region as a sum-up of senses of crisis 
and destiny, it says that as for crisis, Indian politicians and strategists pay great 
attention to the linkages between Indian Ocean and India‘s national security and as 
for destiny, India‘s unique geographic location forms the cornerstone of India‘s 
aspiration to dominate Indian Ocean or even to transform Indian Ocean into India‘s 
Ocean. Contrasting India‘s position with that of the US, the article found that the US 
seeks to be a hegemonic maritime power that is not only dominant in the Atlantic or 
Pacific, but also in the Indian Ocean. Although it stresses the importance of a 
cooperative maritime strategy, the US is still trying to maintain its status as a pre-
eminent maritime power. In accordance with the shift of the world power balance, the 
US will seek to sustain its strong presence in the Indian Ocean. 

In conclusion, the article said that although confrontations and conflicts between 
China, US and India have been predicted in this region, particularly with the rise of 
China‘s maritime power, their different strategic goals may lead to different results. It 
added that given the China‘s policy aims, intent and capability, the PRC cannot 
afford to challenge either the United States or India. But with the rapid growth of its 
economic and military power, India is likely to adopt a more assertive maritime 
presence in the Indian Ocean. Thus, considering that the US wants to maintain its 
maritime dominance, an India–US potential power struggle in the Indian Ocean is 
more likely to characterise the Indian Ocean region landscape than the ‗China threat‘ 
(―Power Politics in the Indian Ocean: Don‘t Exaggerate the China Threat‖, 24 
October 2013, Chun Hao Lou, Assistant Director at the Institute of Maritime Studies, 
China Institutes of Contemporary International Relations –
CICIR, http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2013/10/24/power-politics-in-the-indian-oce... ). 

The data given above, give enough hints to the likely shape of China‘s future Indian 
Ocean Region (IOR) strategy. Given below is an estimate of the same and possible 

http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2013/10/24/power-politics-in-the-indian-ocean-dont-exaggerate-the-china-threat/
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regional consequences of responses of other two important involved powers like the 
US and India. 

a) China‘s priority will always be on protecting its energy security interests, by way 
of securing the Sea Lanes of Communications, spreading from the Gulf to the 
South China Sea. In the short and middle terms, realising its existing inferior 
position compared to US maritime power and India‘s strategic advantage in the 
IOR, China may persist with its ‗harmonious sea‘ approach. It will shun a 
military approach and push for ‗constructive engagement‘ in the IOR between 
three powers – the US, China and India, and concentrate on achieving ‗greater 
space‘ in the IOR by way of promoting maritime security cooperation with the 
Indian Ocean littorals. In long terms, China, under perceived conditions of 
continuance of India‘s domination and the US strong presence in the IOR, may 
intend to project its own power into the region to bring about a balance to the 
situation. Beijing may actively work for creating alternative energy supply 
routes, safe from the US and Indian challenges. 

b) China‘s current fears that the US is trying to contain the PRC by roping in Indian 
Ocean littorals, under an ‗Indo-Pacific‘ framework, may always influence 
Chinese strategic thinking. In this context, one can expect China‘s increased 
efforts to woo these littorals through economic and other means so as to keep 
them away from the US influence. Its drive to build infrastructure in IOR littorals 
as part of its ‗going global‘ strategy, is already setting the trend in this regard. 

c) On India, influencing China‘s strategy in a long term will be the thought figuring 
in the Chinese analyses so far noticed- India, with its regional economic and 
political power rising, may become more assertive in the IOR. At the same time, 
China tends to believe that India will always maintain its strategic autonomy vis-
à-vis other nations and will not gang up with the latter, particularly the US, 
against the PRC‘s interests. Wooing India will therefore be China‘s long term 
endeavour; the PRC‘s ―Look west‖ strategy accords primacy to and rebalance 
ties with India (being publicised through highly placed Chinese scholars like 
Wang Jisi). 

Indian response to China‘s Indian Ocean strategy is manifesting in its stepped up 
efforts to improve bilateral ties with Indian Ocean littorals. Significant is New Delhi‘s 
participation in the multilateral fora like the Indian Ocean Rim Association for 
Regional Cooperation (IOR-ARC) and the Indian Ocean Naval symposium. The US 
is reportedly under invitation to join the IOR-ARC. 

Washington‘s interest in the IOR centres round three imperatives for the US- 
Securing Indian Ocean for international commerce, avoiding regional conflict on 
issues of strategic choke points in the IOR- Strait of Hormuz and the Malacca strait, 
and dealing with Sino-Indian competition in the IOR (―Defining US Indian Ocean 
Strategy‖, The Washington Quarterly, published by Center for Strategic and 
International Studies, Washington). The Quadrennial Defence Review (QDR) 2010 
of the US Department of Defence had the goals of ensuring open access to the IOR 
to be achieved through a more integrated approach across civil and military 
organisations. The Department‘s document ― Strategic Choices and Management 
Review‖ ( July 2013) stressed the need for US to develop an Indian Ocean policy on 
the basis of building coalitions with regional allies like Australia, Japan and the 
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Philippines and partners like Vietnam and India. The QDR for 2014 is yet to be made 
public.  

The US is currently promoting an ―Indo-Pacific‖ concept as part of its approach 
towards the IOR; this means differently to each of the countries concerned. New 
Delhi views the concept in the background of India‘s ‗geographical, historical and 
political ‗necessity. It displays wariness to China‘s expanding engagement in the 
region. For China, the concept marks creation of a highway connecting Indian and 
Pacific Oceans which can play a role in transporting much-needed resources. But it 
is suspicious of US intentions to use the concept for containing China. On its part, 
Washington aims to achieve through implementing the concept, the freedom of 
navigation and reassurance to allies and partners. Australia sees the concept as 
benevolent one to improve ties with regional nations 
(http://www.lowyinterpreter.org/post/2014/01/09/Different-visions-of-the-...) 

To sum up, the geo-strategic conditions in the IOR are still developing. The current 
trends being seen indicating that the three main powers involved – India, China and 
the US, have their own priorities, with potentials for clash, may not be conducive to 
the establishment of regional peace and prosperity , a dream of all concerned 
nations. 

(The writer, D.S.Rajan, is Director, Chennai Centre for China Studies. 
Email: director.c3s@gmail.com) 

Source: South Asia Analysis Group, 12 February 

Moderating the China Threat 

-- Ankit Panda 

Will China continue to be perceived as a threat by 
its neighbors? What does it need to do to 
moderate itself? 

The empirical limitations of classical realism‘s 
focus on balances of power are well 
understood. The theory goes that states 
balance against other threats simply based 
on the arithmetic of military hardware, which 
leads to all sorts of nasty arms races and 
security dilemmas. Of course, empirically we 

see examples of states – particularly smaller states – not balancing against states 
with massive military power. The United States‘ situation following the Second World 
War, during the Cold War, and during its famous ―unipolar moment‖ in the 1990s 
demonstrates as much. NATO and major non-NATO allies of the US could have 
easily perceived the American war machine coming out of World War II as a threat 
worth balancing against but instead they chose to side with the United States. 

The explanation for this is simple and has been known since the late 1980s. States 
tend to balance against threats, not mere power. Stephen M. Walt first explained the 
phenomenon in an International Security article in 1985 and since then threat-based 

http://www.lowyinterpreter.org/post/2014/01/09/Different-visions-of-the-Indo-Pacific1.aspx
mailto:director.c3s@gmail.com
http://www.southasiaanalysis.org/node/1455
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analysis has become somewhat of a mainstay among contemporary realists and 
Western foreign policy elites. Understanding how perceived threats shape foreign 
policy is invaluable for foreign policy makers.  

The entirety of Cold War strategic missile defence and proxy-state acquisition was 
based around the notion of maintaining a favorable game-state on the global 
chessboard based on the mutual threat perceptions between the United States and 
the Soviet Union. Ideology mattered to an extent in framing the distrust, but what 
really mattered in the creation of foreign policy was the notion of a monolithic 
external threat. 

In the Asia-Pacific today, viewing international affairs and emerging alliances through 
this lens is particularly useful. The rise of China has prompted a scramble along the 
Asian rimland to balance against what is perceived to be a threat to the established 
territorial status quo and national interests. China maxes out almost all of the criteria 
that states generally use to evaluate an external threat: geographical proximity, 
overall strength, offensive capabilities, and offensive intentions. China‘s sheer size 
and position at the heart of the Asian landmass make its affairs and intentions the 
interest of all those who surround it. Its population, economy, and growth render it 
demographically and economically significant – its neighbors trade with it 
extensively. Offensive capabilities and intentions, while a little more blurred in the 
past, as recently as the Hu-Wen era, are now clearer. The PLA‘s bid to modernise its 
navy and air force, invest in anti-access/area denial technologies, and build aircraft 
carriers coupled with declarations such as the East China Sea Air Defence 
Identification Zone send a troubling message across the region. 

It appears that the latest generation of the Chinese Communist Party‘s leadership is 
content to continue with a sort of Chinese foreign policy that will inexorably lead to 
distrust and external balancing among China‘s neighbors. Chinese diplomats will 
give lip service to signing ―treaties of good-neighborliness and friendly cooperation‖ 
between China and ASEAN but diplomacy can‘t be decoupled from the broader 
threat environment. 

So what can Chinese leaders do to fix China‘s image in the region? Ultimately, it is 
detrimental for China to be surrounded by neighbors who are deeply skeptical of its 
intentions. Until now, the Chinese strategy has been to use its massive economic 
heft to underscore why conflict would be a mutually undesirable proposition. While 
this has somewhat worked, it won‘t be tenable in the long-term given that external 
partners will begin to substitute their economic reliance on China to allow for greater 
maneuverability in their foreign policy with Beijing.  

That Japan concluded a deal with India on rare-earth metals in 2012 after China 
halted rare-earth exports to Japan a few years earlier is no coincidence. 

China could have followed the United States‘ example. While the United States had 
the power to unilaterally revise the world order any way it wanted following the 
Second World War, it did so in a way that was perceived as fair and reasonable, at 
least by the economically dominant powers at the time. The analog for China today 
would be to better incorporate international law and norms into its relations with its 
neighbors.  
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Unfortunately, phenomena like the East China Sea ADIZ, Hainan province‘s fishing 
rules, and a preference for bilateralism over multilateralism in resolving disputes 
indicate a move in the opposite direction. 

It is likely that China will continue to be perceived as a threat by most of its 
neighbors, at least for the duration of the current generation of the CCP‘s leadership. 
Realist explanations of world politics often read states as black boxes, taking inputs 
and producing outputs, but ignoring the CCP‘s interest in maintaining domestic 
legitimacy while discussing Chinese foreign policy would be a major oversight. The 
CCP‘s domestic considerations partly help explain why historical pain, nationalist 
motivations, and the abrasive pursuit of territorial claims persist even though they 
continue to render China‘s neighbors ever-more hostile. 

(Ankit Panda is Associate Editor of the Diplomat.) 

Source: The Diplomat, 12 February 

The Maritime Silk Road vs. the String of Pearls 

-- Shannon Tiezzi 

Gamini Lakshman, Sri Lanka‘s Minister of 
External Affairs, is in China, where he met 
with Foreign Minister Wang Yi and Vice 
President Li Yuanchao. According to a 
statement from China‘s Foreign Ministry, the 
leaders agreed to ―fully expand maritime 
cooperation and jointly build the maritime silk 
road of the 21st century.‖ 

The ―maritime silk road‖ concept first 
emerged during President Xi Jinping‘s first 

trip to Southeast Asia last October. The proposal, raised during a speech to the 
Indonesian parliament, called for increased maritime cooperation between China and 
the ASEAN countries. As such, the ―maritime silk road‖ would have both diplomatic 
and economic components. Yang Baoyun, a professor of Southeast Asian studies at 
Peking University told China Daily that ―the new maritime silk road will bring tangible 
benefits to neighbors along the route, and will be a new driving force for the 
prosperity of the entire East Asian region.‖ 

In terms of concrete steps, the ―maritime silk road‖ calls for China to work with 
partners to develop maritime infrastructure, especially ports. China already plans to 
spend nearly $2 billion upgrading the Malaysian port of Kuantan. Cambodian officials 
have also not been shy about pointing out their need for investment to develop port 
infrastructure. 

Originally, the ―maritime silk road‖ was proposed specifically in relation to ASEAN. 
However, the raising of this concept during meetings with the Sri Lankan Minister of 
External Affairs reveals a wider vision. It also links the new maritime silk road with 
the existing ―string of pearls,‖ China‘s network of maritime facilities in the Pacific and 

http://thediplomat.com/2014/02/moderating-the-china-threat/
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Indian Oceans. The ―string of pearls‖ includes Chinese investment in ports such as 
Colombo, in Sri Lanka, and Gwadar, in Pakistan. Now it‘s clear that China has 
another name for these ports — the ―maritime silk road.‖ 

The ―maritime silk road‖ is an attempt at re-branding for China. Now that the concept 
has been officially extended as far west as Sri Lanka, its connection to the ―string of 
pearls‖ is obvious. China has never officially used the term ―string of pearls,‖ which 
originated in a 2005 US study by defence contractor Booz Allen Hamilton. 
Accordingly, China has somewhat lost control of the messaging. The ―string of 
pearls‖ concept is often viewed a military initiative, with the aim of providing China‘s 
navy access to a series of ports stretching from the South China Sea to the Arabian 
Sea. This has caused some consternation, particularly in India, which sees itself as 
being encircled. 

The new terminology of a ―maritime silk road‖ allows China to discuss its strategy of 
investing in maritime infrastructure in ASEAN and further west. Even more 
interesting, the extension of the ―maritime silk road‖ admits the existence of such a 
strategy, and gives China a way of clarifying its strategic goals. 

China insists that its investment in regional maritime infrastructure is economically 
motivated — and points out that it will bring economic benefits to host countries. In 
the words of Foreign Ministry spokesperson Hua Chunying, China‘s aim in creating 
the ―silk road economic belt‖ is ―integrating all the existing cooperation, especially 
that in the field of connectivity with neighboring and regional countries and enabling 
everyone to share development opportunities.‖ 

Zhou Bo, an honorary fellow with China‘s Academy of Military Science, wrote a piece 
for China-US Focus specifically debunking the idea of the ―string of pearls.‖ Zhou 
rejected the notion that China was establishing military bases throughout the Indian 
Ocean. He writes, ―China has only two purposes in the Indian Ocean: economic 
gains and the security of Sea lines of Communication (SLOC) … Access, rather than 
bases, is what the Chinese Navy is really interested in.‖ Zhou posits that China‘s 
economic ―mega-projects‖ in the Indian Ocean and South China Sea will ―help to 
mitigate security concerns.‖ 

Of course, in a way this is exactly what worries observers about the ―string of pearls.‖ 
China‘s idea of mitigating security concerns over territorial disputes in the South 
China Sea might be different than what its rivals, including Vietnam and the 
Philippines, have in mind. Even if the ―maritime silk road‖ is an exclusively economic 
strategy, it still would have obvious strategic implications.  

For one thing, China has proven it‘s not shy about using economic coercion to 
pursue its interests, making any economic investment a potential weapon. For 
another, as many have pointed out, China largely relies on paramilitary or civilian 
vessels to stake its claim to disputed maritime regions. Under this strategy, China 
doesn‘t need to send its navy to the newly constructed ports to exert increased 
control over the regional shipping lanes. A blurred distinction between civilian and 
military vessels also smudges the line between a military-based ―string of pearls‖ and 
a trade-based ―maritime silk road.‖ 
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The ―maritime silk road‖ has an obvious parallel to the land-based ―new silk road,‖ 
which runs westward from China through the Central Asian states. Both concepts 
play off of China‘s historical roots as a dominant economic power, fitting nicely in 
with Xi Jinping‘s favorite theme of national rejuvenation.  

Taken together, the two concepts paint a picture of China as a rising regional power, 
seeking to spread its economic dominance as far west as Iran, or even Eastern 
Europe. As Chinese officials point out, its investment in the land- and sea-based silk 
roads will bring economic benefits for the countries involved. It will also cause 
increased worries among strategists from the US, India, and other regional rivals as 
the ―string of pearls‖ continues to grow under its new name. 

(Shannon Tiezzi is an Associate Editor at the Diplomat.) 

Source: The Diplomat, 13 February 

 

India-ASEAN Maritime Connectivity needs to Improve 

India today underlined the need for ramping up ASEAN's maritime connectivity with 
it, saying it was crucial to adopt an "integrated multi-modal approach" to improve 
transportation which will result in further enhancing economic and commercial 
engagements. Speaking at a seminar on Asean-India maritime transport 
cooperation, Anil Wadhwa, Secretary (East) in the Ministry of External Affairs, said 
India and ASEAN FTA on services and investment was expected to be signed in the 
coming months after ASEAN countries complete their internal processes for 
signature.  

"This will integrate an economic space of 1.8 billion people and a GDP of over USD 
3.7 trillion," he said. Identifying connectivity as one of the foremost priorities in the 
ASEAN-India strategic partnership, he said it was also of relevance to the 
maintenance of peace and security in the region.  

Terming ASEAN as India's important partner, he said the goal of having an ASEAN 
Community by 2015 will consolidate a market of more than 600 million people and a 
combined GDP of USD 2.3 trillion. "In the course of last year, India became the third 
partner country of the ASEAN, after China and Japan, to begin formal discussion on 
connectivity with the ASEAN Connectivity Coordinating Committee (ACCC). ―It is a 
reflection of the importance of this agenda both to ASEAN countries as also India 
that the ACCC, in an unprecedented manner, would be holding an informal inter-
sessional meeting with India when it visits New Delhi in March 2014 for Delhi 
Dialogue VI,‖ the official said.  

On improving maritime transport, he said Ministry of Shipping has already been 
asked to establish a Joint Working Group on maritime connectivity to look into 
various aspects of promoting maritime transport. "In particular, we need to find ways 
to assure trade volumes to sustain a shipping line connecting India, Myanmar, 
Thailand, Cambodia, and Vietnam. ―The steady implementation of the India-

http://thediplomat.com/2014/02/the-maritime-silk-road-vs-the-string-of-pearls/
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Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway has been very visible. But India is also 
meeting its commitment on developing the Sittwe Port in Myanmar, as part of the 
Kaladan Multimodal Transit Transport Project," he said. He suggested adopting an 
integrated multi-modal approach to enhance maritime connectivity. Wadhwa also 
referred to Prime Minister Manmohan Singh's suggestion at the 11th ASEAN-India 
Summit in Brunei Darussalam in October last year to launch an ASEAN-India Transit 
Transport Agreement. 

Source: Business Standard, 1 February 

Japan, Russia Meet on Disputed Territories, Economic Ties 

Japan and Russia held talks 
here to discuss territorial 
issues and bilateral economic 
cooperation, as well as the 
arrangement of a planned 
meeting between Japanese 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
and Russian President 
Vladimir Putin in Sochi. The 
talks, which involved Japan‘s 
Deputy Foreign Minister 
Shinsuke Sugiyama and his 
Russian counterpart Igor 
Morgulov, covered the issues of disputed territories, which prevent the two countries 
from reaching a peace treaty since the end of World War II. Japan and Russia are at 
odds over a group of islands north off Japan‘s Hokkaido. The islets are known as the 
Southern Kurils in Russia and the Northern Territories in Japan. ―We would like to 
have candid consultation on important issues such as the settlement of the issue of 
the Northern Territories and conclusion of a peace treaty,‖ Sugiyama was quoted by 
local media as saying during the meeting. Morgulov, for his part, said that Russia 
intends to discuss history of the territorial issue, according to local media. The two 
officials will also cover bilateral economic cooperation and cultural exchange, as well 
as other regional issues, during their meet. Abe plans to attend the opening 
ceremony of the Sochi Winter Olympics on Feb. 7 before meeting with Putin, who 
said he will visit Japan this year. 

Source: Eurasia Review, 1 February 

China Dismisses ADIZ Reports, Optimistic about South China Sea Situation 

China dismissed allegations by some Japanese reports that it is to set up an Air 
Defence Identification Zone (ADIZ) over the South China Sea and expressed 
optimism over regional situation. 'In a general view, the Chinese side has yet to feel 
any air security threat from the ASEAN countries and is optimistic about its relations 
with the neighboring countries and the general situation in the South China Sea 
region,' Foreign Ministry Spokesman Hong Lei said in a press release. Earlier, the 
Asahi Shimbun daily of Japan reported that China has drafted proposals for the Air 
Defence Identification Zone over the South China Sea. Hong said the right-wing 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/india-asean-maritime-connectivity-needs-to-improve-wadhwa-114013101344_1.html
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forces of Japan have repeatedly clamored about the alleged plan of China to set up 
ADIZ over the South China Sea. He said this move is of ulterior motive and simply 
aimed to shift international attention from and cover up the plot to change Japan's 
pacifist constitution and expand its military power. 'We sternly warned these forces 
not to mislead public opinions with rumors and play up tensions for their own selfish 
benefit,' Hong said. 

Hong stressed that China and the Association of Southeast Asia Nations (ASEAN) 
share a bright future for their relations. He said China and the ASEAN countries are 
working together to implement the declaration on the conduct of parties in the South 
China Sea in a comprehensive and effective way to safeguard peace and stability in 
the region. In response to reports about US officials' comments on the issue, Hong 
said China hopes the relevant parties remain cautious about their words and deeds, 
maintain a calm and objective stance, make joint efforts with China and make 
concrete contribution to peace, stability and security in the air and on sea of the 
region. Hong said China, as a sovereign country, has all the legitimate rights to 
adopt all measures, including setting up ADIZ, to safeguard national security in 
response to the situation of air security. No one should make irresponsible 
comments on this, Hong said. 

Source: Global Security, 2 February 

African Maritime Action Plan Adopted 

The 22nd Ordinary Session of the 
African Union (AU) Summit ended 
on January 31, 2014 at the AU 
headquarters in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia, with the adoption of key 
decisions by the Assembly of Heads 
of State and Government. Among 
other things, the Assembly adopted 
the 2050 Africa Integrated Maritime 
(AIM) Strategy plan of Action Plan. 
It also retained the 2015-2025 

decade as the Decade of African Seas and Oceans, and the date of 25 July as the 
African Day of Seas and Oceans. The assembly invited regional economic 
communities and regional mechanisms to develop and adopt a regional strategy 
against piracy, armed robbery and other illegal activities committed at sea, 
consistent with the 2050 AIM Strategy. According to Dr Christian Bueger, lecturer in 
International Relations at Cardiff University and writer for piracy-studies.org, these 
developments indicate the emergence of African maritime security communities. The 
2050 AIM Strategy is one of the first true African efforts to reclaim the continent‘s 
maritime security agenda and to move it beyond the international counter-piracy 
agenda, he says. 

In developing the AIM Strategy, the AU recognised that Africa‘s maritime domain has 
vast potential for wealth creation and that AU Member States have common 
maritime challenges, opportunities and significant responsibilities for generating the 
desirable political will for implementing the strategy.  Africa‘s inland waters, oceans 

http://www.globalsecurity.org/wmd/library/news/china/2014/china-140202-xinhua01.htm?_m=3n%2e002a%2e1027%2ebu0ao017zf%2exua
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and seas are under pressure, says the AU. Over the years, traditional maritime 
activities, such as shipping or fisheries have intensified, while new ones, such as 
aquaculture or offshore renewable energy, emerged. However, the rise in intensity of 
activities at sea is taking place against the backdrop of insecurity, various forms of 
illegal trafficking, degradation of the marine environment, falling biodiversity and 
aggravated effects of climate change. In the past decades direct aggregate losses of 
revenue from illegal activities in Africa‘s maritime domain amount to hundreds of 
billions US dollars and many lives lost.  

The development agenda of the AU promotes, among other things, human capital 
development and improved standard of living. It is inclusive and based on a human-
centered approach to development where all social groups are engaged. The 
agenda sees an Africa using its own resources to take its rightful place in a multi-
polar, inter-reliant and more equitable world. In the maritime domain of Africa, the 
wide variety of related activities are inter-related to some extent, and all have a 
potential impact on the prosperity derivative through their contributions to social, 
economic and political stability, and safety and security. Notably, therefore, the 
approach to regulation and management of maritime issues and resources cannot 
be confined to a few select sectors or industries. 

Source: The Maritime Executive, 2 February 

Immediate Support Vessels Squadron Commissioned 

In the continuing efforts to strengthen maritime security, the 81st Immediate Support 
Vessels (ISVs) Squadron comprising seven ISVs were commissioned into the Indian 
Navy on January 30. The ships were commissioned at Mumbai's Naval Dockyard by 
Sudhir Vasudeva, Chairman and Managing Director ONGC, in the presence of 
senior naval officers and dignitaries from ONGC. Defence officials said a total of 
twenty three ISVs are planned to be commissioned in the Indian Navy. These 
vessels are designed to achieve speeds in excess of 40 knots (75 Km/hr) and can 
sustain themselves at sea for a considerable duration. Built ingenuously by M/S 
SHM Shipcare these vessels would be operated by the Indian Navy and would patrol 
the Offshore Oil Development Areas thus strengthening offshore security. 

India's economic development is dependent on the seas and thus safeguarding the 
nation's maritime interests is extremely important. Our vital oil and gas installations 
located in the offshore provide almost 70% of India's indigenous hydrocarbon 
production and are valuable assets for energy security. The security of these 
national off shore assets of vital economic importance demands constant 
surveillance and credible response capability and swift reactions to emergent 
situations. The ISVs are equipped with advanced navigational and communication 
equipment and armed with heavy and light machine guns. 

Source: The Times of India, 3 February 

Next Kargil Could Happen in the Andamans 

India's next Kargil could happen in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, former Indian 
Navy chief Admiral Arun Prakash has said. "There is a real threat that poachers, 

http://www.maritime-executive.com/article/African-Maritime-Action-Plan-Adopted-2014-02-02/
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2014-02-03/mumbai/46961866_1_indian-navy-maritime-security-energy-security
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smugglers, narcotics traffickers or terrorist groups could occupy some of the 
uninhabited islands and create a Kargil-like situation," Adm. Arun Prakash said on 
the concluding day of a two-day workshop on the security of India's coastline and its 
islands organised by the Forum of Integrated National Security, an NGO on security 
affairs. India was engaged in a bitter border conflict with Pakistan after its troops had 
occupied the Kargil heights in Jammu and Kashmir in 1999. Adm. Arun Prakash said 
that the cluster of 573 Bay of Bengal islands threw up security challenges due to 
their unique location, being closer to Southeast Asia than peninsular India. "They 
could become objects of desire for any country which harbours ambition of 
dominating the Bay of Bengal," he said at the workshop at Calangute.  

The strategic location of the Andamans made them so coveted that even when the 
British had decided to grant independence to India in 1947, the Royal Navy wanted 
to retain the islands so that they could dominate the Malacca Straits, Adm. Arun 
Prakash said. "No sooner had this request been declined by the British government 
that (Mohammad Ali) Jinnah demanded them for Pakistan since they lay on the sea 
route joining the two wings of the country (Pakistan). Nehru had to make strenuous 
efforts to dissuade (then viceroy Louis) Mountbatten from taking this decision," he 
said. "Another threat arose during the 1965 war (with Pakistan), when (Indonesian 
president) Sukarno ordered his navy to occupy some of the southern islands as a 
show of solidarity with Pakistan. Fortunately, the war ended before anything could 
happen," Adm. Arun Prakash said. 

Source: Zee News, 3 February 

China’s Navy Holds Indian Ocean Drills 

A three-ship Chinese navy squadron has concluded exercises in the Indian Ocean 
and sailed on to the western Pacific, showing off the growing reach of the country‘s 
seagoing forces at a time of sharpening territorial disputes in regional waters. State 
broadcaster CCTV said that the squadron includes China‘s largest amphibious 
landing ship, the Changbaishan, along with a pair of destroyers. It said they reached 
the Indian Ocean on Jan. 29 and carried out a series of drills on the themes of 
counter-piracy, search and rescue, and damage control. Although not directly 
targeted at India, the exercises underscore China‘s competition with the other Asian 
giant. India and China have clashed over their disputed Himalayan border and 
Beijing is a close ally of New Delhi‘s arch-rival Pakistan. CCTV said the squadron 
passed through the Lombok Strait near the Indonesian island of Bali before heading 
north toward the Philippines.  

It is expected to return home through the South China Sea where Beijing is in a 
heated dispute with the Philippines and others over tiny islands, rich fishing grounds 
and a potential wealth of oil and other resources. China is also in a separate dispute 
with Japan over tiny uninhabited islands in the East China Sea that Tokyo controls 
but Beijing claims. In order to back up those claims and extend its influence, China 
has been systematically developing a blue-water navy that has global reach, 
including launching its first aircraft carrier. China has also sent ships to join anti-
piracy patrols off the coast of Somalia and taken part in joint exercises in the 
Mediterranean Sea and elsewhere. The Changbaishan is one of China‘s newest and 
most advanced ships, capable of launching helicopters and landing craft. 

http://zeenews.india.com/news/nation/next-kargil-could-happen-in-the-andamans_908724.html
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Source: The Washington Post, 4 February 

Indian Aircraft Carrier Training Facility to Open Soon 

A training facility for naval pilots to 
practice aircraft carrier operations is 
set to open in India‘s coastal Goa 
region later this month, the head of 
the Russian company overseeing the 
project said. The site is based on a 
Russian facility under construction 
near the Black Sea town of Yeysk 
that was planned to open last year 
but has suffered undisclosed delays. 
―The Indian NITKA facility will be 

officially operational in early February. The takeoff system is in place, and the Indian 
pilots are already flying there,‖ Sergei Vlasov, head of the St. Petersburg-based 
Nevskoe Design Bureau said in an exclusive interview with RIA Novosti. The facility 
will train Indian naval aviators who will later be stationed on India‘s first large aircraft 
carrier, the Russian-built INS Vikramaditya, delivered to the country last month.  

The Russian facility is known to feature a takeoff ramp and arrestor cables to enable 
naval aviators to practice high-precision and high-acceleration takeoffs and landings. 
It was not immediately clear whether the Indian facility replicated all of those 
systems. Computer simulator training of carrier-based aircraft began in Goa in 2007. 
Indian naval aviators have also recently trained in the United States. The first Indian 
pilot to complete US carrier qualifications did so in 2007, the US Navy said. 

Source: RIA NOVOSTI, 4 February 

Navy to Highlight 50 Years of its Presence in Andaman & Nicobar during Milan 
2014 

The Navy will showcased the 50th anniversary of its presence in the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands during Ex Milan 2014 that starts in Port Blair. This year, 16 navies 
are participating in the joint exercises. "The aim of Milan is to build better co-
operation between the navies. This year navies from Australia, Bangladesh, 
Cambodia, Indonesia, Kenya, Malaysia, Maldives, Mauritius, Myanmar, New 
Zealand, Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Tanzania and Thailand will be 
participating. We all have common goals and threats. The Indian Navy has been 
participating in anti-piracy operations in the Malacca Strait along with other navies. In 
this region, humanitarian aid is a key issue due to the large number of cyclones. 
There will be a seminar on Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief on the 
opening day itself," a senior official said. 

The other events will be environmental sensitisation and a table top exercise. 
Officials believe that such events lead to better understanding of forces that operate 
in the neighbourhood. The exercise will conclude with Passex when the foreign ships 
will finally bid adieu through elaborate maneuvers at sea.  

http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/china-navy-holds-indian-ocean-drills/2014/02/04/3ec6eb3c-8d65-11e3-99e7-de22c4311986_story.html
http://en.ria.ru/military_news/20140204/187165841/Indian-Aircraft-Carrier-Training-Facility-to-Open-Soon.html
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Chief of Naval Staff Admiral DK Joshi will visit Port Blair during the exercise. "The 
aim of such exercise is not to showcase military might alone.  

However, India certainly wants to establish herself as an important player in the 
region. After all, the Indian Navy has been operating in the Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands for the last 50 years. It's been exactly 40 years since the INHS Dhanvantary 
was commissioned at Haddo near Port Blair. This has been providing medical care 
to armed forces officers and personnel and their dependents. The hospital also 
organises medical camps in remote parts for the local population," the official added. 
In 2013, the importance of the Indo-Pacific region was highlighted in the context of 
international developments. The need for regional co-operation was then highlighted. 
Ex Milan started in 1995 with just five countries. In 2012, this grew to 12 countries. 

Source: The Times of India, 4 February 

Indian Ocean Naval Forum to Take in More Members 

The Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS), a 
regional forum of maritime forces formed at the 
insistence of the Indian Navy, will open up in phases to 
more members and accord observer status to some 
others once its charter of business is firmed up, 
probably at its meeting in Australia next month. Even 
some developed nations have requested membership 
and inclusion as observers, the Naval Chief, Admiral 
DK Joshi, said at a brief interaction with The Hindu on 
the sidelines of the multilateral naval engagement, 
Milan-2014 with the participation of 16 friendly navies. 
While both IONS and Milan grew substantially over the 

years, the Indian Navy looked at Milan as complementary to IONS with a limited 
charter and mandate. ―This was why it was more seminar-oriented, with very little 
exercise. We wanted it to be a meeting of minds for benign tasks like humanitarian 
assistance and disaster relief,‖ he said. Admiral Joshi said Milan was conceived as a 
forum of the navies in the Bay of Bengal rim but with every subsequent edition, more 
requests for inclusion came in. 

Source: The Hindu, 5 February 

Indo-Bangla Maritime Dispute Verdict in June 

A Netherlands court is expected to 
deliver the verdict on maritime 
boundary dispute between 
Bangladesh and India in June, State 
Minister for Foreign Affairs Shahriar 
Alam said. The minister revealed the 
information this afternoon in the 
parliament during a question-answer 
session, adding that Bangladesh 
expects to sustain its claim to 25,000 

http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2014-02-04/india/47003902_1_16-navies-indian-navy-port-blair
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/ions-to-be-open-to-more-members-observers-navy-chief/article5656853.ece
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square kilometers exclusive economic and territorial waters in the Bay of Bengal. 
―Through this verdict, a fair and peaceful solution to the maritime boundary case 
between the two countries will be possible,‖ he hoped. ―We‘ll be able to know exactly 
how much area we‘ll get once the final verdict comes out…we‘re expecting that it‘ll 
be within 25,000 square kilometers,‖ said the state minister in a written reply. Earlier, 
Bangladesh won a landmark verdict against Myanmar on March 14, 2012 at the 
International Tribunal of the Law of the Sea and through the verdict the country 
sustained its claim to the 200 nautical-miles and exclusive economic and territorial 
waters in the Bay of Bengal. Bangladesh moved on October 8, 2009 for arbitral 
proceeding concerning the maritime boundary dispute between Bangladesh and 
India and served an arbitration notice upon India to this regard, the state minister 
said. Efforts were made to settle the dispute through the Permanent Court of 
Arbitration in the Netherlands, he added. 

Source: The Daily Star, 5 February 

US Delivery of P-3C Aircraft to Taiwan on Schedule 

The delivery of 12 P-3C submarine-hunting aircraft on order from the United States 
is still on schedule, despite a malfunction discovered in late 2013, Taiwan's Air Force 
said. According to the Air Force, four of the P-3Cs arrived in Taiwan last year and 
five more P-3Cs will be delivered in 2014, with another three scheduled to arrive in 
2015, when the P-3C fleet will be commissioned. This total delivery timetable will not 
be delayed and could even be ahead of schedule, the Air Force said, adding that the 
planes will be based at Pingtung air base in southern Taiwan. The Air Force was 
responding to problems with the delivery of one of the 12 P-3Cs last December due 
to a malfunction in its flight control system that forced the aircraft to land in Guam 
temporarily for a safety inspection during its flight to Taiwan. The P-3Cs, said to be 
the most capable of Lockheed's P-3 sub-hunters, will replace the Air Force's fleet of 
11 S-2T anti-submarine aircraft that has been in service for more than 40 years, the 
Air Force said. The US government approved the sale of the 12 P-3Cs, which are 
powered by T-56 turboprop engines, as well as related equipment and services, in 
2007 and estimated the price of the package at US$1.96 billion. 

Source: Global Security, 5 February 

Indian Navy Planning to Equip Warships with European Sonar Systems 

Seeking to strengthen its anti-submarine warfare capabilities, Navy is planning to 
equip its indigenous Delhi Class and Russian-origin Talwar class warships with 
sonar systems developed by European firm Atlas Elektronik. Navy officials said the 
firm is the lowest bidder and the Defence Ministry has to take a final decision on the 
inking of the deal. "Atlas Elektronik has won the competition for the ATAS, which will 
equip the Delhi and Talwar class ships initially and subsequently be manufactured in 
India under cooperation with Bharat Electronics Limited," Atlas Elektronik's India 
head Khalil Rahman said. He said the first six systems will be manufactured at the 
company's facilities and the follow-on batches would be manufactured in Indian 
under the Transfer of Technology (ToT) arrangement with Indian public sector unit.  

http://www.thedailystar.net/indo-bangla-maritime-dispute-verdict-in-june-10069
http://www.globalsecurity.org/wmd/library/news/taiwan/2014/taiwan-140205-cna01.htm?_m=3n%2e002a%2e1030%2ebu0ao017zf%2exya
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Rahman said an ATAS is necessary for detection of submarines and torpedoes and 
in today's underwater warfare environment the determining advantage is to detect a 
submarine beyond the weapon range (of the submarine), thereby denying offensive 
capability. "The Indian Navy's ATAS project is therefore a key element of the strategy 
to secure Indian waters. The project is destined to be rolled out to various classes of 
ships including Delhi, Talwar, Kamorta, Shivalik and Kolkata," he said. Company 
officials said the towed array sonar provided by ATLAS permits observation of the 
sea space at ranges considerably above 60 kilometers, depending on the 
propagation conditions of the water. This gives the sonar an operational range that 
by far exceeds that of radars and the weapons range of submarines. "The system is 
therefore not only ideal for hunting submarines but also for the wide-area 
reconnaissance of surface combatants," Rahman said. The ATLAS India head said 
the Thai navy in December 2013 has also placed orders for its 70mm ACTA towed 
array sonars. 

Source: Zee News, 5 February 

BrahMos Missile Successfully Fired in Salvo Mode by Indian Navy 

Further boosting the Navy's firepower, the 290km-range BrahMos supersonic cruise 
missile was successfully fired from a naval warship INS Trikand in salvo mode in the 
Arabian Sea. "For the first time, the BrahMos cruise missile was fired in salvo mode 
off the Russian-built warship off the coast of Karnataka with an interval of three 
seconds off the coast of Goa," a DRDO official said in Delhi. After the successful 
test, eight cruise missiles could be fired in salvo mode in future, the official said. The 
two-stage missile, the first one being solid and the second one ramjet liquid 
propellant, has already been inducted into the Army and Navy, and the Air Force 
version is in final stage of trial, a defence official said. While induction of the first 
version of Brahmos missile system in the Indian Navy commenced from 2005 with 
INS Rajput, it is now fully operational with two regiments of the Army. The Army has 
so far placed orders for the Brahmos missile to be deployed by three regiments and 
two of them have already been inducted operationally. The Defence Ministry has 
also given a go-ahead to Army to induct a third regiment equipped with the missile 
system to be deployed in the northeastern state of Arunachal Pradesh. BrahMos 
Aerospace, an Indo-Russian joint venture company, is also working to develop the 
air as well as the submarine launch version of the missile system and work on the 
project is in progress. 

Source: NDTV, 6 February 

A Floating Behemoth that Keeps Andaman and Nicobar Command Afloat 

Less than 10 days from now, the Indian Navy will be celebrating the golden jubilee of 
INS Jarawa, the first ever naval base to have been set up at the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands. A lot has changed over the last 50 years. The Andaman and 
Nicobar Command (ANC) became the first integrated command in the country and 
the Navy's presence in the area has gone up manifold. But, there is one thing that 
has kept the Navy up and 'sailing' in this archipelago, nearly a thousand miles away 
from the mainland. Something of the size of Ex Milan may not have been possible 
had something known as the Floating Dock Navy (FDN) not existed close to the 

http://zeenews.india.com/news/nation/indian-navy-planning-to-equip-warships-with-european-sonar-systems_909306.html
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wharf at Port Blair. The FDN is a behemoth with a displacement equivalent to an 
aircraft carrier's. Its job is unique. It allows dry dock facilities to naval vessels in 
waters that are nearly 25 metres deep. Had this facility not existed, it may not have 
been possible for the Navy to station such a large number of vessels at the 
Andamans. It may have been a major risk for ships that suffer damages to get back 
to the mainland for necessary repairs. 

"We have a displacement of nearly 40,000 tonnes that is equivalent to that of an 
aircraft carrier. Our job is to prepare a ship for repairs. We bring out the ship from the 
water and clean it. There are other agencies that are involved with the actual repairs. 
Stringent checks are then carried out by external agencies before the ship is 
declared fit. We are held in place by 12 anchors. We can handle all kinds of naval 
vessels once we have the details and get time to prepare," said Cdre Deepak 
Bahuguna, officer-in-charge of the FDN that enjoys the status of a Naval Ship Repair 
Yard. The science behind its operations is unique. After necessary preparations, the 
ballast tanks at the bottom of the FDN are flooded and it gradually sinks to a certain 
level. The vessel that needs repairs then sails into the earmarked space in between. 
After the ship has been secured, the FDN empties its ballast tanks and rises. The 
ship rises along with it, till its bottom clears the surface of the water. The same 
procedure is followed when a ship has to be floated back after repairs. "The FDN is 
nearly 30 years old. We are not connected to the shore in any way and are self-
sufficient. We generate our own electricity (through generators) and desalinate and 
purify our water for drinking. On days, we feed as many as 200 mouths on the FDN 
when a major job is in progress. We were here when the Tsunami struck nearly 10 
years ago. Since then, we carry out regular exercises to prepare for any natural 
calamity including another tsunami. We have formulated our own Standard 
Operating Procedures (SOPs)," Bahuguna said. 

Source: The Times of India, 6 February 

China: US Remarks about Territorial Claims are Irresponsible 

China says that remarks made earlier by US top official about its maritime disputes 
are groundless and irresponsible. East Asia envoy Daniel Russel had raised 
concerns about China's assertive stance with its neighbors and questioned the 
legality of China's territorial claims. China's claims to maritime territory in the East 
and South China Seas have raised tensions with its neighbors, in particular Japan 
and the Philippines. The US Assistant Secretary of State for East Asia, Daniel 
Russel, told a Congressional hearing in Washington that China is increasingly 
assertive in trying to gain control over oceans in the region. Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Hong Lei said Russel's remarks were unfounded. He says it is extremely 
irresponsible of the relevant US official to make groundless accusations against 
China based on rumors and without checking the facts. 

Russel also said that China's claims in the South China Sea are not complying with 
international law. He said that although the United States does not take sides in 
territorial disputes, Beijing should clarify its claims. Sam Bateman, a maritime 
security analyst at the S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies in Singapore 
says Russel's statements were unnecessarily provocative. "The only way you can 
read them is that the US is taking a position on the claims. China's claims are not 

http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2014-02-06/kolkata/47089003_1_the-fdn-aircraft-carrier-ballast-tanks
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very good ipso facto the claims by other countries are better," he said. China claims 
sovereignty over islands and waters in the South China Sea delineated by the so-
called 'nine dash line,' a demarcation that Beijing submitted to the United Nations in 
2009. The area is rich in oil and natural gas, and covers territory also claimed by the 
Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei and Indonesia. 

Russel said that China falls short on international law because its claims are not 
determined on land features, such as a nation's coastline or its islands. Bateman 
says Russel's remark show a lack of understanding of what the 'nine dash line' is. 
"It's loose geographical shorthand to say we claim islands and features, it is not 
actually questioning other countries who have establish exclusive economic zones 
inside the nine dash line, or indeed have maritime boundaries with their neighbor." 
China's claims refer to historical fishing routes that Beijing says date back to the 
fifteen century. Bateman says there is some legal merit to the argument. "Those sort 
of traditional fishing rights do have some sort of basis in international law, although 
China cannot really just assert them without some discussion with the countries 
concerned," he said. 

Tensions have flared up in the East and South China Sea after territorial rows led to 
occasional spats between fishing and exploration boats. China has asserted its 
sovereignty by creating new restrictions on fishing routes in the South China Sea as 
well as declaring an air defence identification zone over islands disputed with Japan. 
The Philippines president compared giving in to China's claims in the South China 
Sea, to territorial concessions to Nazi Germany before the start of World War 2. 
China's state news agency called the comments a disgrace. Russel warned of a 
"serious downturn" in China-Japan relations, and urged the two countries to use 
diplomatic means to manage their problems. The Obama administration has tried to 
refocus its foreign policy on Asia, saying America needs to strengthen its influence in 
the Asia Pacific region. But in China, Obama's efforts are viewed as a strategy of 
containment, especially when they touch on territorial disputes that China prefers to 
discuss bilaterally. 

Source: Global Security, 7 February 

JV to be launched to Offer Heavyweight Torpedo to Indian Navy 

Indian shipyard Pipavav and German 
Atlas Elektronik will enter into a joint 
venture to offer a heavyweight torpedo 
to the Indian Navy. "Pipavav Defence 
aims to offer the Navy a cutting edge 
heavyweight torpedo in partnership with 
Atlas Elektronik," an Atlas Elektronik 
release said here.  

The German firm said it has worked 
with the Navy for over two decades 
having supplied the hugely successful 
SUT torpedo for the Shishumar class 

submarines. The Navy has recently entered into a contract with ATLAS to upgrade 

http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/library/news/2014/02/mil-140207-voa02.htm?_m=3n%2e002a%2e1032%2ebu0ao017zf%2ey0e
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the SUT torpedo. The firm said it will transfer technology to meet 'buy' (Indian) and 
'buy and make' (Indian) criterion. 

"Pipvav and Atlas Elektronik will create a JV in which the German firm undertakes 
ToT while the Indian partner will handle domestic manufacturing and business 
development. The parties will ensure the suitable financing of the JV through equity 
or other appropriate investments," it said.  

The release said the JV Company is also mulling the creation of a Center of 
Excellence for Torpedo Technology with DRDO and leading public sector defence 
companies such as BEL and BDL. "This cooperation will go beyond licensed 
production and promote domestic absorption of advanced technology to pave the 
way for a truly indigenous Indian torpedo," it said. "Our decision to partner with 
Pipavav is in-line with our ongoing commitment to the Indian market," Atlas CEO 
Volker Paltzo said. 

Source: The Times of India, 7 February 

First Indian MiG-29 Fighter Jet Lands on Vikramaditya 

An Indian MiG-29 naval jet landed on a refitted 
former Soviet aircraft carrier, marking the first 
such operation since the ship was delivered by 
Russia to the south Asian nation earlier this 
year. ―An exciting event took place today – the 
first landing of an [Indian] MiG-29 piloted by an 
Indian pilot on the Vikramaditya,‖ Russia‘s 
United Shipbuilding Corporation vice president 
Igor Ponomarev told reporters at the ongoing 

DEFEXPO-2014 exhibition in New Delhi. The Vikramaditya, formerly known as the 
Admiral Gorshkov, was handed over to the Indian navy on November 16 at the 
Semvash shipbuilder and arrived at a naval base in Kanwar in the beginning of 
January. The process of the ship‘s official commissioning will take between three 
and four months, according to the Indian navy. A team of Russian specialists arrived 
onboard the ship and will stay in India for a year to fix any possible glitches if 
needed. 

The Indian Navy commissioned its first 
squadron of MiG-29K/KUB carrier-based 
fighters in 2013. The squadron, dubbed the 
―Black Panthers,‖ comprises 12 single-seat 
MiG-29Ks and four two-seat MiG-29KUBs, 
which Russia supplied under a 2004 
contract with the Indian Defence Ministry. 
The aircraft have until now been stationed 
at an airbase in Dabolim, in the state of 
Goa on India's west coast. In January 
2010, New Delhi and Moscow signed a 
deal worth $1.2 billion for the delivery of an additional 29 MiG-29Ks to the Indian 
navy. The Vikramaditya is expected to carry up to 24 MiG-29K/KUB fighter jets. India 

http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2014-02-07/news/47126528_1_indian-navy-pipavav-defence-german-firm
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has built with Russia‘s assistance a training facility for naval pilots to practice aircraft 
carrier operations. The facility, known as NITKA, features a takeoff ramp and 
arrestor cables to enable naval aviators to practice high-precision and high-
acceleration takeoffs and landings. 

Source: RIA NOVOSTI, 7 February 

India and Indonesia to Conduct Bilateral Naval Exercises 

Although defence cooperation 
between India and Indonesia isn‘t 
quite as profound as some would like 
it to be, the two showed signs of 
deepening their naval cooperation 
earlier. Ind-Indo Corpat, a biannual 
joint coordinated patrol in 
international waters by both the 
Indian and Indonesian navies might 
graduate to the scale of a joint 

exercise. According to The Hindu, Indonesian submarine commanding officer 
Lieutenant Colonel Amrin Rosihan noted that the India-Indonesia joint exercise 
would involve more vessels and ―help develop interoperability and strengthen Navy-
to-Navy ties.‖ Rosihan commands the Indonesian anti-submarine warfare ship KRI 
Sutanto which was docked at Port Blair in India‘s Andaman and Nicobar Islands as 
part of the MILAN-2014 multilateral exercise conducted by the Indian navy. 

The Ind-Indo Corpat patrols are held every year in April and October and involve a 
―patrol of the seas against piracy, armed robbery, poaching, illegal immigration, drug 
trafficking, and human trafficking.‖ India and Indonesia see eye-to-eye on a number 
of issues but their relationship remains undercapitalised. After years of cooperation 
within the Non-Alignment Movement, the relationship was transformed following 
Indonesian President Suharto‘s resignation in 1998 and Indonesia‘s subsequent 
transition to democracy. Following its democratic transition, Indonesia and India 
deepened their economic relationship. For India, approaching Indonesia was in line 
with its ―Look-East‖ Policy that prioritised relations with East and Southeast Asian 
nations. 

India and Indonesia have shared a strategic partnership since 2005, and have 
cooperated on security in the maritime domain for some time now. The two have 
patrolled the Strait of Malacca and India delivered aid to Indonesia‘s Aceh region 
after the devastating 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami. 

India and Indonesia stepped up their defence cooperation in 2012 when defence 
ministers AK Antony of India and Purnomo Yusgiantoro of Indonesia met and 
resolved to cooperate on counter-terrorism and maritime security. Back then, the two 
ministers had acknowledged the possibility of expanding the Corpat patrols intro full-
fledged joint exercises. The Indian and Indonesian armies have conducted joint 
exercises on counter-terrorism and jungle warfare in the past and continue to 
cooperate. 

http://en.ria.ru/military_news/20140207/187307197/First-Indian-MiG-29-Fighter-Jet-Lands-on-Vikramaditya.html
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Incidentally, news that India and Indonesia might conduct joint exercises in the 
eastern Indian Ocean comes right as China concluded a rare exercise out of the 
Sunda Strait, in the waters between Indonesia‘s western coast and India‘s Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands. While India may be skeptical of Chinese activity in these 
waters, Indonesia‘s relationship with China is quite nuanced. China is Indonesia‘s 
largest trading partner, and the two also share a strategic partnership that some in 
Indonesia are eager to expand.  

Additionally, Chinese President Xi Jinping declared his intention for a Treaty of Good 
Neighborliness, Friendship, and Cooperation between China and ASEAN in Jakarta. 
So far, Indonesia has been able to manage and balance its relationships with New 
Delhi and Beijing independently – both Asian giants see it as a pivotal partner in 
Southeast Asia given its size, which is concomitant with its significance in regional 
affairs. The announcement of bilateral maritime exercises won‘t tip this balance right 
away, but Indonesia may have to make some tough choices in its future. 

Source: The Diplomat, 8 February 

India for Maintaining Code of Conduct in South China Sea 

India is looking for an amicable solution for the present situation in South China Sea, 
but is also for maintaining a Code of Conduct for all countries so that tensions do not 
escalate, a senior airforce official said. Addressing mediamen on the sidelines of 
Indian Navy's ninth biennial international naval exercise MILAN 2014, Air Marshal P 
K Roy said India has a three point approach towards the situation in South China 
Sea, where multiple countries have commercial interests. "First, freedom of 
navigation in the area should be in line with international maritime guidelines. 
Second, we would like to have an amicable situation and are working towards it. 
"The third and last is, till these solutions are arrived at, we need to make some sort 
of code of conduct so that the situation does not escalate anymore. That is the way 
we look at it," Roy, Commander--in-Chief, Andaman and Nicobar Command, said.  

China claims sovereignty over most part of the Sea, which is contested by Vietnam, 
Philippines, Malaysia and Brunei. It has also protested to India over ONGC taking up 
oil exploration in the blocks claimed by Vietnam. India has however defended it as a 
commercial deal. China had also reacted cautiously to Vietnam's offer to India of 
seven oil blocks in South China Sea, including three on an exclusive basis in 
November 2013. To a query, Roy said the situation was not just between India and 
China, but between a few countries and their influence in the region. Acknowledging 
there are "issues" with China, he said "But we also look forward to have strategic 
partnership with China. We are two countries who are growing... Maybe China is 
growing faster... If we keep thinking that both are threat to each other, we won't grow 
further. We look at China as a strategic partner."  

He said he is aware of increasing Chinese influence in the region. "There are more 
ships in Indian Ocean Region because of China's needs. We are aware of it. We are 
also increasing our capacity." On reports of Chinese presence in Coco Islands, 
where it is reportedly helping Myanmar set up an airport, he said, "We are aware of 
it." Roy said human trafficking is on the rise in the region from about 300 in 2011 to 
around 1,300 last year. "We let them go if they are moving east. But if they are in 

http://thediplomat.com/2014/02/india-and-indonesia-to-conduct-bilateral-naval-exercises/
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distress, we give them food, water and medicine. If their boats are not seaworthy we 
hand them over to the civilian administration here." He said surveillance in the region 
is being stepped up and infrastructure increased. "Within a month, four coastal 
security radar systems will be set up and put in use," he said. 

Source: Zee News, 8 February 

Milan 2014 Comes to a Close with Passex 

9th February witnessed an interesting end to Milan 2014, a biennial exercise 
conducted by the Indian Navy at the Andaman and Nicobar Islands with friendly 
countries in the Indo-Pacific region. This year's edition witnessed the participation of 
officers and sailors from 16 navies. As the foreign ships left for home, they 
participated in a last exercise involving co-ordination and understanding. The ships 
finally 'steamed' past INS Saryu, flagship of Air Marshal P K Roy, commander-in-
chief, Andaman and Nicobar Islands (CinCAN). While Roy received salutes from the 
commanding officers of the ships, sailors from either side stood on the decks and 
doffed their caps and waved to each other. Fifteen ships participated in Passex. Nine 
of them were foreign naval vessels. The first ship left the Port Blair harbour at 3 am 
and the last one did so at 8.45 am. Each of them followed a fixed route and then 
engaged in formation sailing. "The objective of Passex is to develop common 
procedures that would help in better co-ordination when the navies sail together for a 
common purpose. When operating together every participant has to understand the 
codes or there is possibility of chaos. NATO and other organisations have already 
got manuals. We sit together and try to lay down certain rules," an official said. 

The 15 ships first got into a formation of three rows led by the Indian Navy ships INS 
Kesri, INS Saryu and INS Investigator. The INS Saryu was leading the row in the 
centre with INS Kesri to its starboard (right) and INS Investigator on his left. After 
sailing in this formation for some time, the INS Saryu was the only one that sailed 
along its original route. The others fell in straight line formation behind the ships that 
were following the flagship. One by one, they passed the flagship that had taken a U-
turn to face the other ships. This part of the exercise is known as the Steampast. 
Malaysian naval ship KD Kelantan was the first to steam past INS Saryu. The KD 
Kelantan was followed by the Sutanto from Indonesia, the Childer from Australia, the 
INS Battimalv, the INS Investigator, the Pattani of Thailand, the Sangu from 
Bangladesh, the Brave from Singapore, the INS Baratang, the INS Kesri, the 
Myanmarese Aungzeya, the Anawratha from Myanmar, the Resilience from 
Singapore and the INS Bangaram. 

"This may seem easy but the process is quite complex. The ships have to follow a 
course set by a vessel from another navy. It is technically difficult and a lot of 
anticipation is required. A ship has great momentum and can't be maneuvered like a 
car. Such exercises build inter-operability. Some countries don't even have 
standardisation so far as signals and codes are concerned. We have to lay down 
fixed codes for each word to be followed by all. There will be gradual increase in the 
level of engagement," the official added. While the other ships will return to their 
home bases, the Myanmarese ships Anawrahta and Aungzeya turned back for Port 
Blair. There, they will be joined by two Indian Navy ships for co-ordinated patrolling 

http://zeenews.india.com/news/nation/india-for-maintaining-code-of-conduct-in-south-china-sea_910024.html


Page 53 of 63 

along Myanmar's maritime border. This co-operation has been possible due to 
exercises such as Milan, officials say. 

Source: The Times of India, 9 February 

New Zealand Protests Japanese Whaler Violating Maritime Zone 

New Zealand summoned Japan's ambassador to protest the entry of a Japanese 
whaling ship into its exclusive economic zone (EEZ), after clashes earlier between 
whalers and vessels from the Sea Shepherd conservationist group. New Zealand 
had asked Japan to order its whalers to steer clear of its maritime zone after vessels 
from both sides had collided in international waters. Regardless of the warning, one 
whaler, the Shonun Maru No. 2, breached New Zealand's EEZ, which ranges up to 
200 nautical miles offshore, as it shadowed a protest vessel, the Steve Irwin, on its 
way to refuel at the southern port of Dunedin. "The New Zealand Embassy in Tokyo 
made it very clear we did not want members of the Japanese whaling fleet entering 
our EEZ," McCully said in a statement. "Today's meeting with the Ambassador 
served to further reiterate how deeply disrespectful the vessel's entry into our EEZ 
was." McCully said New Zealand was strongly opposed to Japanese whaling in the 
southern oceans, and further action might be taken. Japan's government spokesman 
defended the whaling ship's intrusion into the EEZ. "We believe there was no 
problem with the movements of our ships from the point of view of international law," 
said Yoshihide Suga, Japan's chief cabinet secretary. "This ship was taking 
protective moves and intruded on the EEZ as one part of that," he told a news 
conference. Japan, which says that whaling is a cherished cultural tradition, hunts 
whales under a scientific research provision in the moratorium on whaling. 

Source: Chicago Tribune, 10 February 

India's Indigenous Nuclear Submarine, Agni-V ICBM Set to Launch in 2015 

On 7 February, India‘s Defence Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO) said that that 
India‘s first indigenously developed nuclear 
submarine, the INS Arihant, and the 5,000 km-
range Agni-5 ballistic missile will be operational 
and ready for use in the armed forces in 2015. 
DRDO chief Avinash Chander confirmed that he 
was confident that the submarine and the missile 
would both be ready by next year at India‘s 
biennial defence exposition Defexpo. The Arihant 

is a 6,000 ton nuclear-power ballistic missile submarine and is the first of five 
planned ships in its class. It is powered by an 83 MW pressurised light-water reactor, 
which operates with enriched uranium fuel. Arihant‘s inclusion in the Indian Navy will 
solidify India‘s bid to field a credible nuclear triad. The Arihant will be equipped with 
the12 nuclear-tipped variants of the K-15 underwater ballistic missile, which was 
tested in January 2013. The K-15 (also known as the BO-5) has a range of around 
750 km. 

http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2014-02-09/kolkata/47167826_1_ins-saryu-ships-ins-ins-investigator
http://www.chicagotribune.com/business/sns-rt-us-newzealand-whaling-japan-20140209,0,2266294.story
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The Agni-V is a three-stage, solid fuel intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) with a 
range of 5,500-5,800 km. According to Livemint, the Agni-V is the most advanced 
iteration of the Agni series of ICBMs with ―new technologies incorporated with it in 
terms of navigation and guidance, warhead and engine.‖ The Agni-V has already 
been test-fired from mobile launchers successfully. Earlier reports from 2013 
indicated that India is reconfiguring the Agni-V to carry Multiple Independently 
Targetable Re-entry Vehicles (MIRVs), essentially allowing it to carry multiple 
nuclear warheads. The Times of India notes that the Agni-V ―brings the whole of 
China within its strike envelope.‖ 

The INS Arihant was delayed going into its sea trials after its reactor went critical last 
August. ‖The submarine is undergoing the power-raising (in the miniature nuclear 
reactor) phase, which I am sure will be completed in a month or two. Thereafter, it 
will go for sea trials. The K-15 missiles (nuclear-tipped with a 750 km strike range) 
are fully ready and will be tested from the submarine this year,‖ Chander confirmed. 
He added that ―‖All weapons are ready. INS Arihant is going through the steps of 
induction, and we are slowly raising the power to 100 percent. After that, it will be 
ready to go to the sea. The process is a fairly elaborate exercise which will take 
several months. Once Arihant is in the sea, there has to be a trial phase of six to 
eight months.‖ 

The Agni-V and the INS Arihant have been some of the highest profile and most 
anticipated projects out of India‘s DRDO, which has traditionally faced bureaucratic 
slowdowns and delays in delivering projects on schedule. DRDO fields over 50 labs 
across the country with 532 research and development projects spread between 
them. Chander argues that 2013 was a year of ―internal transformation‖ for the 
DRDO and it should be able to deliver these highly anticipated systems fully tested 
and operational on schedule in 2015. 

Source: The Diplomat, 11 February 

Malaysia, US to Strengthen Maritime Ties 

Maritime relations between Malaysia 
and the United States will be further 
strengthened with more visits by US 
naval ships to the country in future, said 
Royal Malaysian Navy (RMN) chief 
Admiral Tan Sri Abdul Aziz Jaafar. 
―Malaysia and the US have enjoyed 
cordial defence relations which will be 
strengthened further in future. ―Since 
2008 to the end of last year, 132 US 
naval ships have called at Malaysian 
ports such as Pulau Indah and Kota 

Kinabalu,‖ he said. He was speaking to reporters after receiving a courtesy call from 
US Navy chief Admiral Jonathan W. Greenert at his office here. Greenert, who is 
making his first visit here after taking over as US Navy chief, will be in Malaysia for 
three days. He is scheduled to pay a courtesy call on Prime Minister Datuk Seri 
Mohd Najib Tun Razak and visit RMN‘s submarine base in Kota Kinabalu. At the 

http://thediplomat.com/2014/02/indias-indigenous-nuclear-submarine-agni-v-icbm-set-to-launch-in-2015/
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meeting, Abdul Aziz and Greenert also discussed various issues including potential 
submarine operations cooperation, maritime security issues and a report of an 
alleged shooting incident by the Chinese navy while patrolling the South China Sea 
recently. Meanwhile, Greenert said his country appreciated what Malaysia had done 
over the years in ensuring maritime security in Southeast Asia. 

Source: The Malay Mail Online, 11 February 

US to Keep Eye Out for Iranian Ships Heading this Way 

Iranian warships sailing toward US borders would wind up in troubled waters if the 
US Navy returns the threatening gestures it receives from Iran in the Persian Gulf, 
naval security experts say. "When they cross into the North Atlantic, we'll start the 
harassment," says Chris Harmer, an analyst at the Institute for the Study of War who 
worked on military planning for the Persian Gulf as a commander in the US Navy. 
"They do that to us every time we cross into the Strait of Hormuz." Michael Connell, 
director of Iranian studies at the Center for Naval Analysis, which provides analysis 
to the US government, says serious incidents between US and Iranian ships happen 
about twice a year but that most interactions are routine. "We'll probably track them, 
like they monitor us," Connell says.  

"We might send a Coast Guard cutter to keep an eye on them." The commander of 
Iran's Northern Navy Fleet, Adm. Afshin Rezayee Haddad, told the official IRNA 
news agency that Iran was sending ships to the Atlantic Ocean to approach US 
maritime borders for the first time. The US maritime border is about 14 miles from 
land. Iran has said it would embark on a cross-Atlantic voyage as a response to US 
naval presence in the Persian Gulf. The Navy's 5th Fleet is based in Bahrain. The 
Iranian ships are designed for smaller bodies of water and can motor for about a 
month without stopping. They will likely make multiple stops along the way, to refuel 
and replenish rest and make headlines, Harmer says. 

Unlike most commercial ships, warships are not required to deploy transponders, so 
their locations will show up only in the public eye when they make port calls, Harmer 
says. The first on the voyage is likely to be in South Africa, he says. The United 
States, however, will use various means to track the ships' locations, with satellites, 
by monitoring electronic communications and, when the ships get closer, by aircraft 
and eyeballing them from passing US vessels.  

"We might have one of our ships do a drive-by on them, let them know 'We know 
you're here,' and drive on," Harmer says. "Between submarines, surface ships, patrol 
aircraft and satellites, we'll know where they are." US ships, including aircraft carrier 
groups, encounter aggressive treatment from Iran every time they enter the Gulf, 
which happens several times a year, Harmer says.  

"They flash their lights at us, send their patrol boats in our direction," he says. 
Occasionally, an Iranian patrol boat throws overboard a cardboard box painted black 
to resemble a mine, in the path of an American cruiser, he says. "They also fly 
maritime patrol aircraft and buzz over our ships, yell at us over the radio," he says.  

http://www.themalaymailonline.com/malaysia/article/malaysia-us-maritime-ties-to-strengthen


Page 56 of 63 

"They'll say 'You have no right to be here. What's your manifest, what's your cargo?' 
It's low-level harassment. No one gets too worked up about it." And Iranian oil rig 
helicopters flying to inspect oil rigs in the Gulf sometimes fly over American fleets, 
Harmer says. 

The Navy in the Gulf returns the harassment, he says. "We'll fly our helicopters to 
escort their helicopters." When Iranian patrol ships approach US carriers or 
destroyers, US helicopters hover over them or hover between them and US ships, 
"shooting off flairs," as if to mark a line in the sea they should not cross, Harmer 
says.  

"There's a lot of interaction between the US Navy and Iranian ships to let the other 
team know we're here and we're capable," he says. Whether the Iranian duo 
crossing the Atlantic with plans to approach within a few miles of the US shores 
faces similar treatment is a decision that will be made at the highest levels of the US 
government, Harmer says. "Right now the United States is trying to deconflict with 
Iran," he says. "The US is probably going to keep it pretty low-key at this point." 
Whatever happens, the Iranians will probably remain quiet, Connell says. "They don't 
want to court conflict with the US," he says. "They're very vulnerable." 

Source: USA Today, 11 February 

ONGC Hands Over a Fleet of ISVs to Indian Navy for Commissioning 

The commissioning was carried out at the 
docks the Western Naval Command, at 
Mumbai on January 30, 2014. The ceremony, 
which was carried out with full naval protocol, 
was presided over by ONGC CMD Mr. Sudhir 
Vasudeva. Each of the commanding officers 
read out the commissioning warrant and the 
pennants were hoisted with full naval colours 
at a captivating ceremony. Speaking on the 
momentous occasion, Mr Vasudeva quipped 

that this had been a long nurtured dream and expressed satisfaction at seeing this 
dream being realised. In his brief address, Mr Vasudeva apprised that ONGC has 
over USD 30 billion of surface facilities and USD 15 billion of sub surface facilities 
and this was but a necessary step to secure and safeguard the organisational and 
national interests. He said that ISVs have Light and Heavy Machine Guns, and can 
sail with a maximum speed of 40 knots, and are having an endurance of 500 miles. 

Mr. Vasudeva thanked the Navy for continuing to render yeoman services in 
ensuring safe operations of ONGC. He also expressed his confidence that it will 
boost the morale of our offshore personnel .He also underlined that as much as the 
armed forces provide physical security to the nation it is the honor and duty of 
ONGCians to provide energy security to the nation who are working in the toughest 
and roughest of terrains. The ceremony was graced by the Vice Admiral Mr. A R 
Karve, AVSM, Mr. T K Sengupta, OSD (offshore), Mr. S N Singh, ED- Chief Security 
and other top brass of ONGC. A team of M/s SHM Shipcare, led by Mr. Saifuddin 
Hajee, was also present. 

http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2014/02/11/us-navy-iran-warships/5398447/
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Addressing the gathering Vice Admiral , Mr. Karve said that it was decided by the 
‗Rakhsha Mantri‘ that in order to increase the security of the seas 23 ISVs should be 
provisioned by ONGC. Speaking on the occasion Mr. Hajee thanked ONGC and 
pledged full cooperation in ensuring the maintenance of the vessels. (There is a one 
year maintenance contract as of now and the details of furthering the maintenance 
are being worked out). The ceremony concluded with a visit to the ISVs by the 
dignitaries. 

Source: World Maritime News, 12 February 

China Slams Japanese Maritime Lawsuit 

China responded to reported Japanese plans to file for damages against the 
Chinese captain of a fishing boat which collided with Japanese patrol ships off the 
Diaoyu Islands in 2010. China reiterates its demand for an apology and 
compensation from Japan for the incident and urges Japan to correct its wrongdoing 
with real efforts, Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying told a regular press 
briefing. Japanese media reported the latest development in the long-running saga. 
Its government is preparing to submit the case to a local district court of Naha, 
Okinawa Prefecture, with the 11th Regional Coast Guard Headquarters in Naha 
demanding 14.29 million yen (about 139,300 US dollars) to compensate for repair 
costs, Kyodo News cited Transport Minister Akihiro Ota as saying. 

Hua, however, said that the incident severely infringed upon China's territorial 
sovereignty and damaged the legitimate rights of Chinese fishermen when she was 
asked to comment on the suit. She emphasised that the Diaoyu Islands have been 
an integral part of China's territory since ancient times, adding that the Chinese 
Foreign Ministry has made a solemn statement that Japan's detention of a Chinese 
fisherman, its investigation of the incident and any kind of judicial measures are 
illegal and invalid. Hua also asked Japanese leaders to face up to the voice for 
justice in Japan as well as in the international community and correct mistakes with a 
sincere attitude, properly handle historical issues with responsibility and gain trust 
from its Asian neighbors and the international society through real efforts. 

Source: Xinhua, 12 February 

India Proposes Russia’s Sevmash to Double Vikramaditya’s Warranty Period 

India proposed that Russian military shipyard Sevmash in the northern Russian city 
of Severodvinsk should double from 20 to 40 years the warranty period for 
maintenance of aircraft carrier Vikramaditya (former Russian missile cruiser Admiral 
Gorshkov), the press service of the Russian shipyard, where the warship was 
refurbished, told Itar-Tass after a meeting of representatives of two countries over 
the warranty period for the aircraft carrier and her maintenance in the post-warranty 
period. The meeting was held in the Joint Staff of Indian Navy in New Delhi. ―The 
meeting highlighted debates over terms of service life of the warship,‖ the press 
service said. ―Her service life makes 20 years under the contract. However, India is 
confident that this service life may be extended to 40 years,‖ the press service 
reported. Indian partners proposed to Sevmash to do all works for maintenance of 
the aircraft carrier jointly. Required infrastructure was created for basing aircraft 

http://worldmaritimenews.com/archives/104219/ongc-hands-over-a-fleet-of-isvs-to-indian-navy-for-commissioning/
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carrier Vikramaditya at a naval base in Karwar. ―In March chief executives of the 
enterprise will arrive in India again, they will discuss cooperation between Indian and 
Russian specialists,‖ the Sevmash press service said. The Vikramaditya was handed 
over to Indian Navy on November 16, 2013 at Sevmash. On November 26, the 
aircraft carrier unmoored from the shipyard and headed for the Indian naval base. 
The warship arrived in Karwar on January 7. Seventy-five specialists of Sevmash 
warranty service team are maintaining the warship in India. 

Source: Russia & India Report, 13 February 

Kerry to Seek to Defuse Asia Maritime Tensions during Visit 

US Secretary of State John Kerry is 
heading to Asia for a three-nation visit 
where he will pressure China to restrain 
its maritime claims and do more to rein in 
North Korea‘s nuclear ambitions. Kerry 
will arrive in South Korea, before moving 
onto China and Indonesia. He travels to 
the region at a time when tensions are 
rising between Japan and China over a 
territorial dispute in the East China Sea 
and North Korea continues to defy 

international calls to halt its nuclear weapons development. This trip is his fifth to 
Asia and the second to Seoul since becoming the top US diplomat last year. Kerry‘s 
departure for the region coincided with a White House announcement of President 
Barack Obama‘s own trip to Asia in April. Obama made no mention of his so-called 
―pivot‖ to the Asia-Pacific, outlining little in the way of foreign policy priorities in his 
Jan. 28 State of the Union address. A senior State Department official said Kerry‘s 
trip reflects the Obama administration‘s focus on Asia as a strategic priority. The US 
will seek China‘s cooperation on efforts to convince the North Korean leadership to 
abandon its pursuit of nuclear missile capability, said the official who asked not to be 
named according to department policy.  

China Disputes 

Kerry will also use his visit to Beijing to reinforce the US position that it is unwise for 
China to take actions that disrupt the status quo in the region, said the official. 
Alongside its territorial claims in the East China Sea, China is embroiled in disputes 
with a number of Southeast Asian nations over a large part of the South China Sea, 
through which some of the world‘s busiest shipping lanes run. The senior US official 
said the Obama administration is particularly concerned by steps China has taken to 
undermine administrative control of other territories. China in November set up an air 
defence identification zone in the East China Sea over islands disputed with Japan, 
demanding civil and military aircraft present flight plans before entering the space. 
Protests broke out in China in late 2012 after Japan bought some of the uninhabited 
islands, known as Senkaku in Japanese and Diaoyu in Chinese, from a private 
owner. 

Air Zone 
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Arrangements for the April meeting between Obama and Japanese Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe are being finalised, Japan‘s Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide Suga told 
reporters. Japan hopes the summit can bolster security ties with the US and include 
discussion of regional issues ―such as the situation in North Korea and the freedom 
of the seas,‖ Suga said. Kerry will meet China Foreign Minister Wang Yi during his 
trip, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying told reporters Feb. 10. 
China urges the US to stop making ―irresponsible‖ remarks over China‘s air defence 
zone, Foreign Ministry spokesman Hong Lei said in a statement on the ministry‘s 
website Feb. 8. In Seoul, Kerry will discuss tensions between South Korea and 
Japan that have risen since Abe in December visited the Yasukuni shrine, which 
honors Japan‘s war dead, including convicted war criminals. Kerry will seek to 
smooth the relationship between the two US allies in the region, the State 
Department official said. Kerry restated to his counterpart Fumio Kishida that the US 
is committed to its obligation to defend Japanese-administered territory, including in 
the East China Sea. 

US Rebalance 

Recent comments by the leaders of Japan and the Philippines drawing parallels 
between China‘s assertiveness in the region and events in pre-war Europe are ―not 
helpful,‖ the commander of US air forces in the Pacific said in an interview Feb. 9. 
General Herbert ―Hawk‖ Carlisle also said any move by China to extend an air 
defence zone south, where it has disputes with the Philippines, Vietnam and 
Malaysia, would be ―very provocative.‖ China introduced fishing rules last month 
requiring foreign vessels to seek permission before entering waters off its southern 
coast. Military spending cuts and the distraction of conflicts in other parts of the world 
have raised questions on the US sticking to its military rebalancing to Asia. Obama 
sent Kerry in his place on a four-nation trip to Asia last October as he dealt with a 
partial government shutdown at home. The US is committed to Asia independent of 
budget levels, Frank Kendall, under secretary of defence for acquisition, technology 
and logistics, told reporters in Singapore Feb. 12. Still, less money means ―we have 
to do less, and we have a lot of commitments around the world so we have to 
rebalance the rebalance, I guess I could say,‖ he said. ―The shift in emphasis to Asia 
and the Pacific region is here to stay. There‘s no question about it.‖ 

Source: Bloomberg, 13 February 

China Underscores Maritime Silk Road Cooperation 

China and Sri Lanka's joint work to build a "21st-century Maritime Silk Road" aims at 
peace and friendship, and China holds an open attitude to other countries seeking 
involvement in this initiative, a spokeswoman said. Sri Lankan Foreign Minister 
Gamini Lakshman Peiris visited China and held talks with his Chinese counterpart 
Wang Yi, agreeing on cooperation to build a 21st-century Maritime Silk Road, or 
regional infrastructure designed to boost international maritime business. "Our 
cooperation will range from maritime connectivity, the economy, technology, rescue 
and environmental protection to disaster mitigation and fishery," Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Hua Chunying said at a daily news briefing. Sri Lanka expressed 
enthusiasm toward this and is willing to enhance relevant partnerships, Hua added. 
China hopes to realise common development and prosperity of our region through 

http://www.businessweek.com/news/2014-02-12/kerry-to-seek-to-defuse-asia-maritime-tensions-before-obama-tour
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cooperation, just as countries learned from each other along the ancient Silk Road, 
she said. Hua stressed the initiative is open and welcomed suggestions from other 
countries to perfect it. China and Sri Lanka reached important consensus on starting 
Free Trade Agreement discussions during Sri Lankan President Mahinda 
Rajapaksa's visit to China in May, 2013, Hua said, adding that the two countries plan 
to upgrade their bilateral economic and trade ties. 

Source: Global Times, 13 February 

 

Shipping Ministry for Developing Inland Waterways 

The shipping ministry has asked for funds from the urban development ministry for 
water transport projects such as inland waterways and coastal shipping projects 
under the flagship urban infrastructure augmentation programme - JNNURM. 
Shipping secretary Vishwapati Trivedi told that he wrote to the UD ministry to include 
inland waterway projects to be eligible for financial assistance from Centre about 
three months back. "I also wrote to them that coastal shipping projects should be 
included in this list. When the focus is on decongesting the road and rail corridors, 
funding for only buses in cities won't be enough. Waterways can take the load off our 
traditional transport corridors," he said on the sidelines of India Maritime Week in the 
capital. 

Even recently, Assam government had submitted a proposal seeking fund under 
JNNURM to implement inland waterway projects in the state. But these could not be 
cleared since such activities are not eligible for funding under this scheme. After 
receiving such proposals, now the UD ministry has made amendments. During 
phase-II of JNNURM entailing about Rs 68,000 crore investments in the next five 
years, all such alternate transport projects including cable car and sky bus projects 
will be included so that these can avail financial assistance. Sources said the 
proposal is likely to be cleared in the next one month. Sources said the likely fund 
allocation for such a huge programme would be inadequate considering the plan to 
extend financial assistance to all cities across the country and more so when all 
modes of transport have been included in the list of activities. Trivedi said one of the 
demonstration corridors for coastal shipping to ferry cargo will start next month 
between Andhra Pradesh and Kerala. He added that Food Corporation of India (FCI) 
will move foodgrains through the sea route from Kakinada to Kochi and will transport 
about 20,000 tonnes of rice per month. 

Source: The Times of India, 2 February 

Gujarat Maritime Board Reviews Coastal Trade Policy 

Gujarat Maritime Board (GMB) has started reviewing its coastal trade policy to make 
it more competitive. The board wants to bring about structural changes in its existing 
policy that was framed in 1995 after consultations with the Gujarat industrial 
Development Board (GIDB). "We want to rework the incentives for transportation of 
cargo from ports located in Gujarat to the ports in the same state as well as to ports 

http://www.globaltimes.cn/content/842289.shtml#.Uv3mAvmSyTw
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2014-02-03/mumbai/46961866_1_indian-navy-maritime-security-energy-security
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elsewhere. The new proper incentive structure will be in place by the end of 
February," said a senior GMB official. He further said that the GMB is also in the 
process of deciding the location of its new ports that are to be developed. "We have 
lost some of the existing ports and need to locate new ones. Our Mithi Virdi port has 
gone because of the proposed nuclear power plant that is coming up there.  

Similarly, we are set to loose Dholera and Khambat due to the Kalpsar project," he 
added. The official disclosed that the GMB is in the process of increasing its cargo 
handling capacity by 40 metric tonnes (MT) at various ports managed by it. "We 
have approved several projects in this direction. We have given approval for setting 
up of the second jetty at LNG Petronet terminal at Dahej. This jetty will handle an 
additional cargo of 5 MT in addition to the existing capacity of 7.5 MT. We have also 
approved enhancement of the port capacity of the Gujarat Chemical Port Terminal 
Company Limited (GCPTCL) by 2 MT," he said. He sasid that the GMB has 
approved setting up of a multi product jetty for the proposed Nana Layja Integrated 
Maritime Complex in Kutch. The official claimed that despite economic slowdown, 
the cargo handled by GMB ports has gone up by 30 MT this year. 

Source: The Times of India, 9 February 

Two Maritime Vessels Collide in Singapore Strait 

Two maritime vessels collided in the Singapore Strait, in the third such incident in 13 
days. A Liberia-flagged container ship "Hammonia Thracium" and a Panama-flagged 
chemical tanker "Zoey" collided off Sebarok Island, which is about 10km south of 
mainland Singapore. The Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore (MPA) said its 
Port Operations Control Centre had provided traffic information to the two vessels 
and alerted the chemical tanker that the container ship was crossing the traffic lane. 
The container ship reported that one of its bunker tanks sustained damage, and 
about 80 metric tonnes of bunker fuel were spilled as a result. MPA said it 
immediately dispatched four patrol craft to deal with the spillage and activated oil 
spill response companies to support the clean-up efforts. It added that no one was 
injured in the incident and that port operations remain unaffected. MPA is 
investigating the cause of the collision. 

Source: Channel News Asia, 10 February 

 

Wider Maritime Cooperation Needed to Tackle Natural Calamities 

Observing that it was not possible for a single power to counter natural calamities, 
navies from 16 countries called for larger mutual maritime cooperation and 
coordination for humanitarian assistance and disaster relief operations. Participating 
in an international seminar on Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) 
on the opening day of the Milan 2014 annual congregation of navies from the Asia-
Pacific and Indian Ocean region at the Andaman and Nicobar Command, the 
speakers repeatedly stressed on the need for greater cooperation. Speaking on the 
occasion, the Indian Navy chief, Admiral DK Joshi, said: "Managing any natural 

http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2014-02-09/ahmedabad/47168451_1_gujarat-maritime-board-gmb-ports-existing-ports
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/two-maritime-vessels/991320.html
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disaster calls for collective and collaborative efforts so that succour can be provided 
to the needful in the shortest possible time and in a most efficient manner."  

"The threat of natural disasters, especially hydro-metereological disasters, will 
remain a serious and common challenge. This requires cooperation between our 
nations and navies to mitigate losses and improve disaster management," Adm Joshi 
added. The Commander-in-Chief Andaman and Nicobar Command (CINCAN), Air 
Marshal PK Roy, said: "One of the biggest challenges will be to ensure effective and 
timely response as well as coordination between multiple domestic and international 
agencies and the military assets on the scene of action." 

The CINCAN also suggested establishing a web-based portal into which 
international response teams could seamlessly plug in to ensure effective 
coordination of response at the scene of action. First Commander Amarulla Octavian 
of the Indonesian Navy said India's Look East policy has allowed it to emerge a big 
player in Southeast Asia. Like the major role India has been playing in countering 
piracy, it should also reach out more to other navies in the region to build up a 
greater corporation for HADR operations, Octavian said. "The Asia-Pacific is the 
most vulnerable to tsunamis so it is imperative that the navies of the region work in 
tandem and have mutual coordination for providing greater and timely relief," he 
added. Milan, which began in 1995, has drawn the largest participation this year. 
Navies from 16 countres including Australia, Bangladesh, New Zealand and 
Singapore, among others, are participating in the latest edition. 

Source: Business Standard, 5 February 

Deep Freeze Concerns Great Lakes Shipping Firms 

Great Lakes shipping companies are 
anticipating rough conditions this spring 
due to extensive icing over this year, a 
trade group executive said. "Lake Superior 
is likely going to ice over completely. In all 
probability, that means it's going to be a 
very tough breakout in March," said Glen 
Nekvasil, vice president of the Lake 
Carriers' Association. Lake Superior was 
estimated to be 93.5 percent ice bound. If it 
freezes over completely, it would be the 

first time that has happened since 1996, the (Minneapolis) Star-Tribune reported. 
The Great Lakes Environmental Research Laboratory, which monitors lake 
conditions, said 79.6 percent of the five Great Lakes were iced over. A record 94.7 
percent of the lakes were frozen over in 1979. The Soo Locks at St. Marie, Minn., 
are scheduled to open March 25, signaling the start of the Great Lakes shipping 
season. "But right now we're not getting any relief ... it's a good, old-fashioned 
winter," said Mark Barker, president of the Interlake Steamship Co., which ships raw 
materials such as coal and limestone. At some point, the Coast Guard will try to plow 
a path with ice-breakers, but a prolonged deep freeze means that, come spring thaw, 
the Coast Guard will be challenged to keep up. "In this case, we have heavy ice over 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ians/wider-maritime-cooperation-needed-to-tackle-natural-calamities-114020501245_1.html
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multiple locations. That takes those [Coast Guard] assets and spreads them thin," 
Barker said. 

Source: UPI, 8 February 

http://www.upi.com/Business_News/2014/02/08/Deep-freeze-concerns-Great-Lakes-shipping-firms/UPI-23111391878146/

